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Indigenous peoples was also a cause taken up by a small but vocal
group of thoughtful, well-educated urban settlers, notably our
Catholic journalist-musician W. A. Duncan. Duncan’s clear interest
in, and sympathy with, the ceremonies performed at the consecration
of Sydney synagogue might, for the matter, be construed as a further
case of one outsider (a Catholic among a largely Protestant
ascendency) making common cause with another outsider
community. Historians, notably Manning Clark, have regretted that
early colonial Australian society, in its worship of mammon, did little
to foster intellectual curiosity and cultural sympathy. Nevertheless,
the ecumenical instincts of some of the musicians discussed here
suggests that seeds of a more equitable and just society were being
sown during this early period of colonial history.
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http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article13165367: ‘At the Synagogue,
Macquarie-sireet [...] Mr. Anderson, sen., presided at the harmoninm,’
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