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JEWS IN VICTORIAN POLITICS 1835-1985

by the Hon. Walter jona, A.M.
(An address to the Victorian Branch, Australian Jewish Historical Society,
24 October 1985)

Levi became the first Jew to sit in the Victorian Parliament. In the intervening

125 years, 21 Jews have served in the Parliament, of whom eight served varying
terms in the Cabinet, and one, Sir Archie Michaelis, became Speaker of the Legisla-
tive Assemhly. On two occasions, both brief, in 1900 and in 1935, two Jews served
simultaneously in the same State Cabinetr. Of the 21 Jewish parliamentarians since
1860, 15 were elected in the forty years prior to 1900 and only six Jews have been
clected since that time.

Foliowing my own retirement from Parliament in March 1985, there was no Jew
currently serving in the State Parliament. This is only the third occasion in all of the
fifty Parliaments elected in Victoria since 1856 that neither the Legislative Assembly
nor the Legislative Council has had a Jewish Member. The only other occasions in
which there was no Jewish representation were in the very first Parliament from
1856-1859, and in the 39th Parliament from 1952-1955 following the defeat of Sir
Archie Michaelis for the seat of St. Kilda and the election of Baron Snider for the
same seat, three years later.

The Jewish contribution to the Parliamentary life of Victoria, particularly in the
latter part of the 19th century, was notable in terms of both involvement and
achievement. Similarly in the municipal sphere from the earliest days of local
government and organised civic affairs, Jews have played a prominent role highly
disproportionate to their low numbers in the total community.

In fact, from the commencement of white settlement on the shores of Port Phillip
Bay 150 years ago, Jews have been prominent not only in the political, municipal
and civic life of Victoria — and particularly during the pioneering days of the 19th
century — but also played a significant and influential role in the areas of commerce
and industry.

The events leading up to and following the gold discoveries of 1831, which trans-
posed Victoria from a small pastoral colony to a State with a great industrial future,
were frequently highlighted and at times dominated by Jewisb initiative and en-
trepreneurial enterprise. As the State began to grow and flourish, so did the need for
political and municipal structures that would onltmately enable full and effective
self-government. In all of this development, Jews showed a remarkable degree of
leadership, inspiration and courage. The fact that the Jews in early Victoria were so
few in number and were, hy distance, so isolated from other Jewish centres, un-
doubtedly accounted for their relatively high level of solidarity on most of the sig-
nificant issues of the day. For these reasons in particular, it is perhaps not by
accident that most of the early Jewish aspirants for parliamentary and municipal
honours were also very prominent in Jewish communal and synagogue development
as well as being in the forefront of the business and commercial life of the colony
and later of the State.

During the mining booms and country prosperity of the mid-19th century Jews,
as with so many other citizens, were attracted in large numbers to country districts.

In 1860, just four years after Responsihle Government came to Victoria, Nathaniel



Jews in Victorian Politics 3

It is interesting to note that in 1861, of a total Jewish population in Victoria of
2,903, only some 700 lived in what is now the Melbourne metropolis whilst the re-
mainder were well spread over the thriving provincial centres and country areas.
For example, 240 Jews lived in Ballarat, 287 were in the various mining camps in
that district, 208 lived in Sandhnrst and 145 resided in Geelong and Newtown.
There were also many communities of up to a few dozen Jews in each of the numer-
ous other towns such as Ararat, Castlemaine, Beechworth, Avoca, Kilmore and
Warrnambool, whilst a large floating popnlation kept migrating from one town to
another according to their prosperity and their economic regnirements.

This was the hackground to the remarkable contribution made by Jews in [ocal
government in the 19th century — a contribution which was to continue in a more
diluted form — into the present century. Some of the prominent Jewish personalities
who became municipal mayors in the 1800s included Phares Phillips in the Shire of
Warracknaheal, Jonas Levin in the Drysdale Shire, Moritz Cohn in Amhurst, Charles
Dyte in Ballarat, Jacob Kohn in Bendigo and Simeon Cohen in Fitzroy, whilst Benja-
min Benjamin and Edward Cohen served terms as Mayor of Melbourne.

Into the 20th century, Isaac Solomon, who was born in the goldfields town of
Majorca in 1870, served as Mayor of Maryborough on three separate occasions,
whilst Zillah Crawcour, whose father, Abraham Levy, had twice been Mayor of Bal-
larat East and later first Mayor of the then newly united city of Ballarat, was to be-
come Mayor of Newtown in 1963 and create history by being Victoria's first woman

.mayor. In 1973 Irvin Rockman became Lord Mayor of Melbourne, the youngest per-
son ever to hold that office. In the past fifty ycars, numerous metropolitan and coun-
try municipalities in Victoria, and certainly not less than on twenty-four occasions,
have been served by a Jewish mayor.

At least one individual of Jewish origin was concerned in the actual foundation
of Victoria. He was Joseph Solomon of Launceston, in Van Diemen’s Land, a promi-
nent storekeeper and landowner who was ultimately associated with John Batman
in the first settlement on the shores of Port Phillip Bay. Joseph Solomon, incidental-
Iv. was the brother of Judah Solomon, who presented to the small Jewish communi-
ty of Van Diemen’s Land part of his Hobart land holdings for the construction of the
first Hobart synagogue. However, the real beginnings of Jewish settlement in Victo-
ria dare from 1839 when the first immigrant ship, Hope, arrived from England. In
the preceding four years, there had been a few Jews who had previously come from
New Scuth Wales, South Australia and Van Diemen’s Land.

In considering the personalities and the pattern of Jewish involvement in the poli-
tics of early Victoria, it is pertinent to view the contribution in the context of the
beginnings of the Jewish community itself and in the light of the Jewish communal
scene from which the aspiring Jewish politicians emerged.

The first recorded Minyan was for the Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services
in 1840, when the Jewish residents of the four year old colony gathered in the store
of Selomon Benjamin, in Collins Street. Amongst those present was Michael Cash-
more, then aged 24 years. who was to become the first President of the Melbourne
Hebrew Congregation in the following year and who conducted the first Jewish
funeral in Melbourne in 1840. Other future Presidents of the Melbourne Hebrew
Congregation who were present on thar historic occasion were Asher Hart, Presi-
dent in 1843, Solomon Benjamin, 1846, Samuel Lazarus, 1865 and Edward Hart,
who wus to become President in 1804,

In the first forty years of the Melbourne Hebrew Congregation, four of its presi-
dents were, at various times, to also serve as Members of the Victorian Parliament.
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They were Edward Cohen, Benjamin Benjamin, Nathaniel Levi and Ephraim Zox. In
1846, Michael Cashmore became the first Jew to be clected to the Melbourne City
Council, and in that vear the Jewish population in the Port Phillip settlement
rcached 117, The Jews were actively contributing to the prosperity of the colony
through their prominence in commerce in which they were particularly industrious
as drapers, clothiers, storekeepers, auctioneers and hotelkeepers. Displaying enor-
mous pride in the young colony and in expressing their overwhelming confidence
in its future. the small Jewish community in that first twenty years of Port Phillip
settlement played a significant role in establishing numerous civic and public institu-
tions, such as the Melbourne Hospital and the Mcchanics Institute, most of which
were to flourish in the yvears to come.

By 1851, the Jewish population had grown to only 36+, but by 1854 — just three
veurs later — the number had increased dramatically to 1547, Just two vears later
in 1856. the Jewish population was almost 2000. This was the year in which re-
sponsible Government came to Victoria with the election of the newly creared
state’s first Parliament following the constitutional separation of the Port Phillip dis-
trict from New South Wales.

Understandably, during this period, the ties between England and her colonies
were extremely close and it was therefore not surprising that the pattern of the Jew-
ish community in Victoria conformed. more or less, to the design that was prevalent
in Britain.

Significantly, and concurrently with the moves for a new self-governing Colony
of Victoria. there was a totally unrelated movement under way in England to bring
about the parliamentary emancipation of the Jews in that country. This movement
was being led by two crusading and persuasive Peers, Lord Lyndhurst and Lord John
Russcll, who were strong advocates on behalf of the Jews of England and who were
achieving considerable political success and support in their championing of the
cause of refigious liberty generally. When the first reports of the resultant parliamen-
tary emancipation of the Jews in England in 1858 reached Australia, the Jewish com-
munity celebrated with great excitement and joy. This initial news of the
emancipation had a parcticular impact in Melbourne, and when the more detailed
reports arrived that Jews in England were now able to sit and vote in the House of
Commons, 1 large and influential celebratory meeting was held in the vestry of the
Melbourne Synagogue in Bourke Street on 24 October 1858. This meeting was
chaired by Michael Cashmore and unanimously carried a motion of appreciation and
gratitude to Lord Lyndhurst and Lord John Russell for their efforts on behalf of Eng-
lish Jewry.

The parliamentary emancipation in England greatly inspired the Jews of Victoria
and in 1859, just one year later two Jews, Nathaniel Levi and Daniel Tallerman,
stood for the Legislative Assembly. Both were unsuccessful. However, in 1860, the
thirty vear old Levi became the first Jew to be elected to the Victorian Parliament
in extraordinary circumstances.

Tbhe Attorney-General, Richard Ireland, had been involved in a legal case for
which he had received fees while holding the position of Attorney-General. He was
required to resign his seat and submit himself for re-election. It was a very dirty by-
election campaign that followed with frequent references to Narhaniel Levi's Jewish
identity and to his so-called “alien™ background. On a show of hands, as was the
custom in those days before secret voting, the Returning Officer declared in favour
of Ireland despite strong protests by Levi and his supporters. The Press, over the
next two days, raised so much doubt about the declared resuli, that another poll was
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ordered to be held at which Levi won by the clear margin of 166 votes. Following
the new decliration announcing Nathaniel Levi as the elected Member. there were
threats of petitions to have him removed on grounds of alleged bribery but Levi
withstood these threats and went on to be re-¢lected by a greater majority in the
general election of 1861, This was the real starting point of Jewish interest and prac-
tical involvement in the parliamentary politics of Victoria.

Nathaniel Levi, who was to spend almost nineteen vears in Parliament of which
the last twelve were in the Legislative Council, arrived in Melbourne in 1854 where
he ran a store for a few years before joining the firm of John Levey & Son which
had cxtensive interests in many parts of the colony, including Maryhorough, Levi
repreented the Maryvborough constituency for four years until 18635, then transfer-
ring to the electorate of East Melbourne for two vears until he lost his seat in the
general elections of 1867, Berween 1868 and 1881, he unsuccessfully re-contested
the Assembly seat of East Melbourne on seven occasions and also stood unsuccessful-
ly for the Assembly seat of West Melbourne in the 1883 and 18806 elections. He then,
with great persistence. continued his attempts to regain a seat in Parliament by
standing for the Legislative Council South Eastern Province in 1886, South Western
Province in 1889 und the North Yarra Province in 1891, Finally. he was successful
in winning the North Yarra Province seat in 1892, which he held successfully until
1904, Levi's talents and public contribution extended well heyond the State political
arena and Jewish communal arcas, He became personally involved in huge commer-
ctal undertakings to open up the coal fields at Cape Patterson with a view to making
Victoria self-supporting in coal. He pioneered Victoria's sugar beet industry, became
President of the Chamber of Manufactures and occupied numerous other important
offices until his death on 11 September 1908, Levi's historical entry into Parliament
in 1860 wuas soon followed by London born Edward Cohen who arrived in Mel-
bourne from New South Wales at the age of 20 years in 1842, Although Levi had first
stood for Parliament unsuccessfully in 1859 and became the first Jewish Member of
Parlinment in Victoria in the following vear. it was Edward Cohen, in fact, who was
the first Jewish parliamentary candidate in Victoria, having unsuccessfully contested
the seats of Melbourne in 1857 and West Melbourne in 1858, Edward Coben was
clected for the seat of East Mclbourne in 1861 and from 1872-1875 held the portfo-
lio of Trade and Customs which. of course. in those days was a pre-Federation Vie-
torian Government responsibility. Cohen was well known and respected in
Melbourne's philanthropic, commercial and social life. He was honorary treasurer
of the Mcibourne Hospital and held office in numerous Jewish and general organisa-
tions. As a member of the Melbourne City Council, he strongly advocated that the
mayvor should not be chosen by the Council bt shouwld be elected by the citizens at
large. an echo which is stll reverberating amongst Town Hall reformers today —
123 vears later. When he retired from his term as Mayor of Melbourne in 1863, Co-
hen created social history for Melbourne by hosting the first mayoral ball. And what
a bhall it was! More than 2,300 invitations were sent out for the occasion, which was
held in faney dress at the Exhibition Buildings. The following morning's Argus
newspaper gave eight columns to a description of the ball describing it as ““the gavest
and most imposing event which has occurred in the colony — the festivity will make
the mayoralty of Mr. Cohen ever memorable in the annals of Melbourne™. This
proved to be @ very true statement because the occasion is still being recalled.

In the 1866 general clection, Edward Cohen did not stand and Nathaniel Levi,
who had lost Maryborough in the previous vear, won Cohen's East Mclbourne seat.
However. in 18068, Cohen opposed Levi in East Melbourne and defeated him by 42
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votes. Levi was to remain ont of Parliament for 24 years before re-entering as a Mem-
ber of the Legislative Council in 1892.

Cohen, who became Mayor of Melbourne in 1862, was a successful business part-
ner of his brother-in-law, Benjamin Benjamin who also served as Mayor of Mel-
bourne in 1888 and who was a Member of the Legistative Council from 1889 to
1892. Benjamin Benjamin was the first Jew to receive a knighthood in Victoria and
his death in 1908 brought to an end a very distinguished philanthropic, political and
Jewish communal career.

Edward Cohen was succeeded in his constituency of East Melbourne by another
Jewish politician, Ephraim Zox who, like Cohen and Benjamin, also served as a
president of the Melbourne Hebrew Congregation. As was the case with Nathaniel
Levi, Zox achieved a high profile and was a very visible and prominent spokesman
for the Jewish community, both within and outside of Parliament. He was a colour-
ful personality, both in appearance and manner, and he played a leading role in the
establishment and development of numerous Jewish organisations, notably the Mon-
tefiore Homes.

Other prominent Jewish politicians of the 1860s and 1870s included Charles Dyte
who represented East Ballarat for six years from 1864. Dyte had a mercantile train-
ing background and arrived in Melbourne from London in 1853, A sharebroker and
chairman of the Ballarat Mining Exchange, Dyte became chairman of the first bor-
ough council of East Ballarat and also served as president of the Ballarat Hebrew
Congregation. He also played a major role in the framing of the resolutions which
were put to the historic meeting of the Eureka Stockade survivors, which was held
on Bakery Hill on 6 December 1854.

Jonas Felix Levien, who was the first Jew to be born in Victoria, at Williamstown
on 28 March 1840, became the Member for South Grant in 1871 when he defeated
Eureka hero, Peter Lalor, in a2 hard-fought election. He was to serve in the Parliament
for a total of thirty-three years — the longest period of any Jewish parliamentarian
in the Legislative Assembly of Victoria.

In 1893 Daniel Lazarus, a prominent Bendigo mining director, was ¢lected as the
Member for Sandhurst. Lazarus was the first locally born mayor of Bendigo, and in
1897 be served on the Royal Commission into State Forests. Benjamin Fink, the
Member for Maryborough and Talbot from 1883 to 1889, and who had migrated
from the Channel Islands in 1861, was the older brother of Theodore Fink who also
served in tbe Victorian Parliament as Member for Jolimont and for Richmond from
1894 to 1904. Theodore Fink served a very brief term as a Minister without Portfolio
in 1900. One of the many achievements of Theodore Fink in public life was the gain-
ing of admission of women doctors as memhers of the staff of the Melbourne
Hospital.

A long serving Member of the Legislative Council during this period was Joseph
Sternberg who served a total of thirty-seven years as the Member for Northern Prov-
ince and later the Bendigo Province until his death in 1928. He was a2 member of
several important Royal Commissions, and he had extensive agricuttural, mining and
wine growing interests in the Rochester and Bendigo districts. He had a remarkably
close involvement with a host of communal organisations in his electorate, includ-
ing the Bendigo Hospiral, Bendigo Art Gallery, the Campaspie Irrigation Trust aud
the Rochester Agricultural Society.

Emanuel Steinfield served a brief one year term in the Legislative Council in 1892,
whilst Phares Phillips, who was born at Mount Blackwood, was elected to the Legis-
lative Council Province of North-Western in 1896. In 1901 he was bricfly a Minister
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without Portfolio in the Turner Government, resigning at the time of Federation to
represent Wimmera in the Federal Parliament until 1906. Phillips was also fong as-
sociated with local government, having been president of the Shire of St. Arnaud on
three occasions and also for some years a councillor of the Borung Shire.

The two renmuining Jews to have been elected to the Parliament before the end of
the 19th century were Isaac Isaacs and his brother John. Isaac Isaacs, first elected
as the Member for Bogong in the 1892 elections, scon became a leading member of
the Ministry, a prominent framer of the Australian Constitution, a foundation mem-
ber of the first Federal Parliament, Attorney-General of Australia, High Court Judge,
Chicf Justice and finally the first Australian-born Governor-General of Australia. {sa-
acs'career has been well documented and admirably recorded in two biographies by
Jewish authors. The first biograpby was written in 1963 by Max Gordon, a former
President and long time stalwart of the Victorian Branch of the Australian Jewish
Historical Society, whilst the second biograpby was a scholarly work in 1967 by
Professor (now Sir) Zelman Cowen. who was to become the second Jew to assume
the highest office in the land when he was appointed Governor-General in 1977.

The obituaries and tributes which followed Isaac Isaacs’ death on 11 February,
1948 adequately recorded the rare intellectual capacity, legal skill and distinguished
service of a humble man who achieved greatness. Prime Minister Ben Chilley said:-
“Isaacs’ great public services and his scholarly attributes made him one of Australia’s
greatest citizens''. Opposition Leader Robert Menzies said that 1saacs was one of the
most remarkable men in Australia’s historv. “'Both in the law and in public affairs,
he had uncommon powers of clear thinking and lucid expression,”” added Menzies.
Despite the resentment which Isaacs provoked in the Jewish community as a result
of his strong and outspoken opposition to political Zionism in the 1940s, his attach-
ment to Jewish ideals and his life-long defence and advocacy of Jewish rights were
very much a4 mark of his career both before, during and subsequent to his influential
role in Victorian politics. I believe that some commentators and writers of the Isaacs
period are inaccurate when they claim that Isaacs tended to put aside his Jewish af-
filiation in political and public life. On the contrary, there are numerous instances,
both within and outside of Parliament when Isaacs was instrumental in enabling a
positive response to Jewish representations or where he initiated action to protect
or advance a Jewish interest.

As far back as 1872 — twenty years before he entered the Victorian Parliament
— Isaacs’ interest in Jewish education motivated his major role in obtaining govern-
ment subsidies for the Meibourne Hebrew School. In 1882 he was honorary secre-
tary of the Methourne Jewish Young Men's Russian Relicf Fund. On numerous
occasions he made his expert legal advice freely available to the Jewish community,
whilst his very special interest in Jewish education and Jewish religious instruction
greatly contributed to the establishment of the first general Jewish Education Board
and later the United Jewish Education Board of which he was the first President
whilst occupying the office of Victorian Attorney-General in 1895. He frequently
responded to anti-semitic utterances and attacks with anger and always displayed his
Jewish identity with pride on both public and private occasions. His controversial
role in the 1943 public debare on political Zionism did, regrettably but perhaps
justifiably, leave a blemish on his reputation but it was a blemish that should be
viewed in the context of the time and not totally outside the framework of a very
long and distinguished life.

Isaacs” departure from the Victorian Parliament in 1901 to enter Federal politics
brought to an end a proud and notable era of Jewish participation in Victorian poli-
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tics. The increasing involvement of Jews in parliamentary politics which followed
Nathaniel Levi’s first election in 1860 culminated in the remarkable achievement of
1894 when seven Jews were elected to the Legislative Assembly of 96 seats, in addi-
tion to the four Jews whose membership of the Legislative Council iucluded the
vears 1892-1894. For a small community comprising less than 0.5% of the popula-
tion to have gained by popular vote some 7% of the parliamentary representation
was indeed a truly notable achievement.

There were three additional Members of Parliament in the 19th century who have
in some writings, been referred to as Jewish. These were George Levey, Member for
Normanby from 1861 to 1867, Albert Harris who represented the Gippsiand area be-
tween 1883 and 1910, and Samuel Samuel who was the Member for Dundas for
three months in 1892 but who died before taking his seat in the House, However
in each case, there is no evidence to substantiate any claim to a Jewish identity. Lev-
¢y. who was born in Washington USA, arrived in Melbourne in 1851. He became 1
proprictor and editor of The Herald in 1863 and later editor of The Age in 1868. He
departed for England in 1882 where he became the London correspondent of The
Age. He had no known formal contact with or any membhership of any Jewish organi-
sation, and newspaper references at the time of his death in 1919 provided evidence
to suggest his attachment to the Preshyterian Church.

The name of Albert Harris appears to have been often confused, in historical refer-
ences to the period, with several prominent Jews of the same name including Abra-
ham Harris who was very active in Jewish affairs and in particular, with the East
Melbourne Hebrew Congregation of which he was President on two occasions,
Abraham Harris had also been closely associated with a number of Jewish MPs on
several community issucs and together with Isaae Isaacs and Theodore Fink, was
foundation committee memher of the United Jewish Education Board. The
Parliamentary references to Albert Harris would indicate that he was Church of
England.

Samuel Samuel, despite his name and the frequent references to him at the time
as ““The Scottish Jew"', does not appear to have any claim to Jewish identity or as-
sociation. Born in Ireland in 1834, he moved to Scotland at a voung age where he
was educated before emigrating to Victoria where he worked in a store in Bendigo
before qualifying as a solicitor, later becoming senior partner in the Hamilton legal
firm of Samuel and Horwitz. He stood for Parliament on five occasions until finally
winning a seat, but unfortunately died before the Parliament assembled following
the 1892 election. He was huried as a Presbyterian. Ironically, the Horwitz half of
the Samuel and Horwitz legal partnership was Louis Horwitz, a Jew who maintained
active associations with the Jewish community. Louis Horwitz had been elected to
the Hamilton borough council when he was only 22 years old. Two years later he
was elected Mavor, the youngest person ever to be elected to such a post. He was
the son of Henry Horwitz, who was President of the Melbourne Hebrew Congrega-
tion in 1863. Louis was highly conceited, a social pusher and destined to finish up
in serious trouble later in life. Nevertheless, as 2 young man he was highly talented,
being the youngest person up to that period to have passed the final law examination
and to have won the Victorian chess championship by a record 11% games out of
a possible 15 Incidentally Louis, whilst Mayor of Hamilton, married a2 daughter of
Isaac Hart, one of the founders of the Melbourne Jewish community in the 1840s.

Louis Horwitz was one of the manv non-parliamentary politicians to actively pro-
mote the federation of the Australian States. A prominent public speaker and autbor
of several arricles on that subject, Horwitz published a four-page supplement in the
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Jewish Herald of a lecture he delivered under the auspices of the Australian Natives
Association on 26 August. 1891 entitled “'Federation: What Is It: Whart It Portends™,

Other non-parliamentary Jews who actively worked for Federation included M. A,
Rapken, who sat as a member on the General Council of the Austraiian Federal
League. Rapken was very active in the Jewish community, particularly in the ficld
of education. In the gencral community, he served as a Councillor for the City of
Northcote and was a member of the Board of Advice to the Education Department
for the Northceote district. Maximilian Hirsch, who was later to be elected in 1902
to one term in the Victorian Parliament, was another strong Jewish advocate for fed-
eration. He emigrated to Victoria from Cologne in 1890 and very quickly became
the State’s leading exponent of free trade and a system of a single land tax on market
land values. Hirsch stood unsuccessfully for the Federal Parliament at its first elec-
tion in 1901 and again was unsuccessful in an attempt to win the seat of Wimmera
in 1906. He also served on the committee of the Australian Federal League with MLA,
Rapken and Theodore Fink.

Other Jewish non-pacliamentary political personalities in Victoria who were ac-
tive in various crusades at the close of the 19th century included Joseph Hyman, a
member of the Executive and at one time President of the Trades Hall Council, also
serving as president of the Eight Hours Day Movement. With Max Hirsch. Hyman
also served on the Government's Unemployment Board. He was a strong supporter
of women's suffrage in which Vida Goldstein was taking the most prominent and
active role. M.M. Phillips and FHL.F. Barnct joined with Hirsch in his campaign for frec
trade, and as senior members of the Free Trade movement, they were valued ad-
visers 1o the Council of the Australian Free Trade and Liberal Association, Barnet
was also an influential and active member of the Australian National League. How-
cver, the principal Jewish advocate for federation was, naturally, Isaac Isaacs, who
hy virtue of his senior position in the Victorian Government and as a delegate 1o the
Federal Convention to draft the Federai Constitution, played an historic role in all
of the cvents, both parliamentary and organisational, that ultimately led to the Com-
monwealth coming into being on 1 January 1901

One interesting sidelight worth recording is related to another Jewish delegate to
the final session of the Convention held in Melbourne on 20 January, 1898, The dele-
gate concerned, Vabian Solomon, from South Australia, upon his arrival in Mel-
bourne, informed the forty or more delegates and dozens of advisers present that,
as he observed the Sabbath and had to attend the synagogue, he would not sit on
Saturday  sessions of the Convention. Despite the fact that the Convention
programmes had been finalised and the agenda timetable was well-advanced in pre-
paration, the Convention. in deference to Solomon. resolved not 1o sit on Saturdays
at all.

During the latter pare of the st century, whilst so many Jews were playing a
prominent part in the Stite parlinmentary scene, Jews were continuing their active
and often leading participation at the municipal level. Several Jews, notably Jacob
Marks and Ber Rapiport, were following in the footsteps of Edward Cohen and Ben-
jamin Benjamin as members of the Melbourne City Council, whilst Joseph Levi at St.
Kilda, Morris Gross at Fitzrov, Edwin Crawcour in Richmond and M.A. Rapken of
Northeote were foremost amongst new Councillors in the metropolitan municipali-
ties. In the countryv. Leon Rosenbloom became Mayor of Rutherglen and Morris Sil-
berberg was elected President of the sShire of Portland. Sigismund Jacoby, a
brother-in-law of Louwis Horwitz. was Mayor of Hamilton in 1875-76 and, remarka-
bly, was to later become Mavor of St Kilda on four occasions between 1892 and



rag  Jews in Victorian Politics

1908. This list of Jews who acted as mayors is not intended to be complere, but rath-
er, to indicate the extent and diversity of involvement. Whilst so many Jews had
come from the relatively small Jewish community to occupy important political and
civic positions, especially in the vears between 1860 and 1900, it is noteworthy that
at least four Jews in the same period achieved diplomatic recognition. They were
Moritz Michaelis, who acted as Prussian Consul in Victoria; Henry J. Hart who was
the Consul for the United States of America; Alexander Marks who for many years
was Japanese Consul in Australia and on his retirement Honorary Consul for Victoria
and Tasmania, and Lewis Sanders who held the henorary appointment of Consul-
General for Liberia.

Following the turn of the century, it was to be twenty-one years before the next
Jew, Henry Isaac Cohen, was to be elected to the Legislative Council, and thirty
years before the Legislative Assembly was again to have a Jewish Member with the
election of Archie Michaelis as Memher for $t. Kilda. When Henry Cohen was elect-
ed as the Member for Melbourne Province in 1921, Joseph Sternberg, who had been
in the Legislative Council since 1891, was the only Jewish member of the Parlia-
ment. Ceohen, who was born in 1872, built up a successful law practice in civil and
arbitration cases. He was appointed a King’s Counsel the year he was elected to
Parliament, and in 1928-29 he was government leader in the Legislative Council, In
1923-24, 1929 and 1935, he held a2 number of Cabinet posts, each for short periods
of time. during a period of government instahility. In 1929, Henry Isaac Cohen was
joined in the Legislative Council by Brigadier Harold Edward Cohen, a grandson of
Edward Cohen who had been the Member for East Melbourne. H.E. Cohen was not
related to H.1. Cohen. Like his namesake, Harold Cohen had also graduated in law
and held a number of company directorships. He was a memher of the State Cabinet
from 1932 to 1935 and was joined in Cahinet hy H.I, Cohen for the final three weeks
of the Argyle Government in March 1935, Harold Cohen retired from the Legislative
Council at the 1933 elections to become the Member for Caulfield in the Legislative
Assembly until his defeat at the polls in 1943. Outside of his successful business ac-
tivities, Harold Cohen served with great distinction as an officer in the 1914-18 War
and in the Second World War as the Honorary Red Cross Commissioner in the Mid-
dle East. He was the first President of Melbourne Legacy, Chief Commissioner of the
Boy Scouts, and from 1937 to 1946 he was President of the Victorian Jewish
Retorned and Ex Servicemen’s Association, now known as V.AJ E.X. He died in
1946.

Archie Michaelis, who held the Legislative Assembly seat of St. Kilda for rwenty
yvears until his defeat in 1952, was 1 grandson of Moritz Michaelis, the founder of
the St. Kilda Hebrew Congregation in 1872. Archie Michaelis was perhaps the most
prominent Anglo-Jewish personality of his time. Totally integrated into the life of
the Australian community. he nevertheless had very close attachments and equally
strong ties with the Jewish community, which he viewed entirely and demonstrably
as a group to be distinguished within the wider community solely on the basis of
religion and mode of worship. Like Harold Cohen, he strongly subscribed to a tradi-
tional Anglo-Jewish doctrine and was openly hostile to any concept of political Zi-
onism which came into conflict with the prevailing policy of the British
Government. Nevertheless, and in contrast to the public stand which Michaelis took
against political Zionism in the 1940s, he had a long record of public support for
a national homeland for the Jews consistent with the Balfour Declaration. Michaelis
had been treasurer of the Palestine Restoration Fund and gave generously for the re-
lief of overseas Jewry as far hack as the end of the First World War. Throughout the
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1930s in particular, Archie Michaelis was the most visible spokesman for the Jewish
community by virtue of his parlinmentary office and his official status within the
Jewish community. He was President of the Victorian Jewish Advisory Board (fore-
runner of the Board of Deputics) in 1939-40, a Trustee and Past President of the St.
Kilda Hebrew Congregation and Foundation President of the Victorian branch of the
Australian Jewish Historical Society. He was also a Patron of the Society for a num-
ber of years. Michaelis was a Minister without Portfolio in the seven weeks Mac-
farlan Government in 1945, and from 1950 to 1952 was the first and only Jewish
Speaker of the Legislative Asscmbly. Knighted in 1952, Sir Archie continued to be
active in public affairs following his defeat at the polls in Qctober of that year, He
died in 1975,

Following more than seventy vears of Jewish prominence in municipal politics,
and in particular throughout the provincial and thriving country regions of Vicroria,
Jews were continuing to be active in local government on a wide front. Between the
two World Wars in metropolitan Melbourne, the City of St. Kilda had two Jewish
Mavors in ).B. Leviin 1924-25 and Alfred Levy in 1936-37, whilst Joseph Redapple
acted as Mayor of Brighton also in 1936-37. Joseph Waxman, long prominent in Jew-
ish affairs, continued to serve as an Alderman of the Brunswick Council of which
he was Mayor in 1912-13. Since the end of the Second World War, some of the
prominent Jewish municipal councillors who served as mayors of metropolitan
municipalities included Julius Pollack in Malvern, Les Kausman in Hawthorn, Harold
Weinberg in Heidelberg, Maurice Sloman and Charles Lux in Prahran, Martin Solo-
mon in Kew. and Brian Rudzki in Caulfield. There was also Harry Samuel in Mordial-
loc, Howard Nathan in South Melbourne, whilst in Geelong, Morris Jacobs followed
in the footsteps of his father, Solomon Jacobs, who served that city as mayor on five
occasions. Irvin Rockman had been elected to the Mcelbourne City Council and soon
followed in the footsteps of Edward Cohen and Sir Benjamin Benjamin by being
clected the third Jewish Lord Mayor of the city, for three years from 1977 to 1979,
Rockman was widely regarded as one of the most industrious and progressive Lord
Mavors with wide sights and long term vision for city development in all its aspects.
In the State legislature, Sir Archie Michaelis® successor as Member for St. Kilda was
defeated three vears later in 1955 by Baron David Snider, whose uncle, Leon Snider,
had for many years been a member of the Legislative Council in New Sourh Wales.

Born in 1917, Baron Snider grew up in Melbourne where as a youth he was active-
Iy involved in the 3rd St. Kilda Jewish Boy Scouts and other Jewish youth organisa-
tions. Following extensive experience in the organisation of industrial safety both
in the USA and in Australia, he cstahlished his own management consultancy busi-
ness in Melbourne in 1951, On entering Parliament, Baron Snider quickly became
4 forthright public advocate of Jewish causes and firmly established himself as the
linison hetween the organised Jewish community and government. He was closely
associated with the Jewish National Fund projects and actively promoted the in-
volvement and support of politicians and other public figures in the Menzies,
Blamey and other forest projects in Israel. Baron $nider led @ Commonwealth Trade
Survey to Israel in 1963, and ar the State elections in the following year, 1964, he
transferrcd from the Assembly seat of St. Kilda to the Legislative Council Province
of Higginbotham which he held until his premature death in December 1966,

In 1964+, [ joined Baron Snider in the Parliament as the Member for Hawthorn, the
seat [ was to hold for seven successive general elections until my retirement from
the Parliament after 21 years service in March 1985 — the longest service of any
Member to represent Hawthorn since responsibie Government in 18506.
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For nine years prior to my election, Baron Snider had heen the only Jewish mem-
ber of the Victorian Parliament and he had demonstrably relished the unique role
which that position had afforded him both within the Jewish community and within
the Parliament itself. My election was clearly not a time of rejoicing for Baron
Snider. [ was not only in the same Parliament, but I was also a member of the same
party, which meant that in future, his hitherto exclusive representation of Jewish in-
terests might have to be shared with another parliamentary colleague. I had come
into the Parliament following a long and intense Jewish communal experience in
which I had been president of several important Jewish organisations and, at the
time of entering Parliament, [ was an elected member of the Jewish Board of Depu-
ties under the then direct representation scheme,

My friendship with Baron Snider had extended hzck over many years and had al-
wiys heen one of complete trust and cordiality. On the day of my election, how-
ever, our relationship suddenly changed to one of strict formality and it was very
clear to me that Baron Snider resented my intrusion into his domain. For the next
twelve months, we maintained a distant but courteous relationship in which we
each responded independently to any Jewish representations which we received. All
this changed on 1 May 19606, when the first serious public anti-semitic incident to
occur since my entry into Parliament took place during the May Day March in Mel-
bourne. Men dressed in Nazi-style uniforms marched through the streets carrying
anti-Jewish banners and shouting anti-semitic slogans.

On that evening Baron Snider phoned me and suggested we should get together
the following morning in order to prepare a strong and united submission to the Act-
ing Premier at the time, Arthur Rylah. This we did in a spirit of absolute co-
operation, and on the following day our joint representations resulted in a full-scale
police investigation which led to identification of the individuals and groups con-
cerned, with effective follow-up action by the State Special Branch and appropriate
Federal authorities. On the following Friday, 6 May 1900, the Australian jewish
News in a strong editorial on the seriousness of the incident said . . . it was left to
two Jewish State parliamentarians to induce the Acting Premier to police investiga-
tion . . . one could be excused for pondering what would and could happen if there
were no Jewish Members of Parliament .. .'". From that incident onwards, Snider
and I enjoyed a remarkably close political, communal and personal relationship in
which we acted as one on all issues which had any bearing on matters of importance
to the Jewish community. Unfortunately, this partnership in Parliament was to be
short-lived with Snider’s premature death prior to the 1967 elections. I was then to
be the only Jewish representative in either House for the next 18 years, except for
a brief period following the 1970 elections when David Bornstein, who had little
involvement with the Jewish community, held the seat of Brunswick East.

In 1967, three vears after entering Parliament, I was appointed Chairman of the
All-Party Select Committee on Road Safety. It was in this capacity that I made my
greatest contribution as a Private Member by initiating, chairing the enquiry and
later recommending to Parliament legislation for the compulsory wearing of seat
belts in motor vehicles. This report was adopted by the Government.

I also had the honour of being the first Jew to be appointed Secretary of the State
Cabinet in 1973, and three vears later of being the first Minister of Ethnic Affairs in
Vicroria. In subsequent years, T was privileged to hold other portfolios before my
decision to retire at the 1985 general election. As I look back on my many vears in
the Victorian Parliament, I recall numerous incidents and cvents that bear a remarka-
ble similarity to the experiences of my Jewish forebears in the Parliament during the
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19th century. There was barely one weck in my career, particularly in government,
when I was not involved in at least one significant intervention to prevent or to
counter some action or proposal about which Jews or the Jewish community would
have had understandable or justifiable concern. More often than not, these interven-
tions were prompted by my own knowledge of the event and before outside Jewish
interests had become aware of it. In addition, of course, there were the almost daily
representations from Jewish organisations and individuals on matters which affected
them as Jews or related to the Jewish community as a whole.

The Jewish Member of Parliament, throughout Victorian history, has been the vic-
tim on occasions — fortunately few and far between — of derogatory and un-
parliamentary references to his Jewish origin or association. I experienced the brunt
of such attacks on just three occasions, and in each instance, the offending Member
had shown a prejudice that was uncharacteristic of the Parliament and was clearly
isolated by his remarks. By thc same token, the Jewish Member of Parlizment
throughout 150 years of Victorian history has also been the subject of generous trib-
utes, high respect and admiration because of the traits displayed through his Jewish-
ness and his loyalty to his beliefs and his commuuity. Time has scarely changed the
experiences of a Jewish MP and the relationship between him and the Jewish com-
murtity and, more importantly, his obligation to it. The strong ethic of Nathanicl
Levi, more than 120 years ago. is just as strong today, and the protests that a Jew
could raise in those days are regrettably the same protests that only a Jew could raise
today.

There is no doubt that because of the influence of the Jewish mind, the Jewish atti-
tude and feeling on the Victorian Parliament since its inception 129 years ago. the
legislature has been the richer and its laws have becn the kinder and more responsive
to those most dependent upon them. In both parliamentary and municipal spheres,
Yictorian Jews have contributed much to the advancement of the State and its
people.

CURRICULUM YITAE OF THE HONORABLE WALTER JONA, AM.

Parliamentary: Minister for Community Welfare Services 1979-42

Minister of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs 1976-7¢

Assistant Minister of Ilealth 1976-79

Parliamentary Secretary of Cabinet 1973-76

Shadow Minister of Education 1982-84

Member of Legislative Assembly for Hawthorn 1904-85

Deputy Leader, Australian Delegation U.N. Conference on Crime and Treatment of Offenders. Cara-
cas 1981

Chairman, Joint Parliamentary Select Committee on Road Safeiy 1967-73

Depuey Chairman of Committees, Legislative Assembly 1970-73

Deputy Chairman, Joint Parliamentary Committee on Social Development 1982-85
Chairman. Government Party Health Committee 1967-70

Chairman, Government Party Transport Committee 1970-73

Memher, Joint Standing Committee on State Policy 1973-82

Member, Standing Orders Committee, Legislative Assembly 1967-70

Member, Privileges Committee, Legislative Assembly 1982-83
Community:President, Asthma Foundation of Victoria since 1983; Dircctor since 1966
Dircctor. Yictoria State Opera Company 1975-80

President, Hawthorn City Brass Band since 1973

President. Hillel Foundation of Victoria 1965-69

Vice-President, Swinburne Technical School 1969-79

Member of Council, Swinburne College of Technology 197 2-80

Vice-President, Hawthorn Australia Day Association since 1973






I.L. PERETZ YIDDISH SCHOOL 1935-1984
by David Burstin, B.Comm. Dip Fd.
THE FLEDGLING YEARS

Jewish life. “Yiddishkeit™, a secular ocutlook on Jewish life incorporating the

Yiddish language offered an alternative to Religious Orthodoxy as a Jewish
Philosophy. During the 1920s and "30s the TSISHO Schools of Poland (Central Yid-
dish Schools Organisation) grew rapidly, challenging the antiquated Cheder educa-
tion system. Those involved with the TSISHO Schools believed that the Yiddish
language represented the grass roots of the Jewish people, the cultural link with the
largest Jewish Centres of the world. They wanted Jewish children to continue to
have contact with the Yiddish language, the Folkshprach of the Jewish people. Fur-
thermore, they also believed that a Yiddish School should be a-political and follow
the national cultural values as outlined by the Y.1.V.(., i.e., the "' Yiddish Scientific
Institute’". The L.L. Peretz School during the 50 vears of its existence reflected these
attitudes and values, and should be considered in this context.

When migration to the United States was restricted in 1924, Australia remained
one of the few countries to which a limited number of Jews could settle. As a result,
during the late 1920s there was an upsurge in the number of Yiddish speaking
migrants from Poland, Latvia, and Lithuania coming to Melbourne. Many of these
migrants had been involved in running secular Yiddish Schools in der alter beim,
and hecause of their desire to maintain their involvement with these schools, a
group was formed calling itself “'Friends of the Yiddish Schools in Poland™. This
group also wanted their children to learn Yiddish. The only Yiddish education
which could then be provided came from a few unqualified private teachers. The
establishment of a fully fledged Yiddish School was regarded as a pipe-dream. As
well as a shortage of qualified teachers there were 2 number of other problems to
overcome. There was a grave doubt as to whether there would be enough parents
willing to send their children to make such a school viable, and there was no
prospective principal to lead the school.

Melech Rawicz. the noted Yiddish author and poet arrived in Australia early 1935
to raise money for the Central Yiddish School Organisation of Poland. At mectings,
his descriptions of the flourishing schools of Eastern Europe and the United States
inspired the local Yiddish speaking community to consider the establishment of a
Yiddish secular School in Melbourne. Having enjoyed his stay in Australia, Rawicz
decided to settle in Melbourne. Feelers were put to him regarding the establishment
of a school. As a result, on 1 October 1935 a group who became the foundation
members of the school, met at the home of Jankl Ginter, where it was decided to
invite interested people to an open mecting to consider the establishment of a
school.

A letter signed by the fellowing foundation members, 5. Burstin, S. Brilliant, J.
Ginter, M. Silman and M. Rawicz was circulated on 2 October 1935, Itinvited people
to the upper hall of the Kadimah on 8 October to consider the establisbment of an
afternoon and Sunday School. The letter advised that at the meeting a short address

In pre-war Eastern Europe the Yiddish language was the main cultural base for
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would be given by Melech Rawicz concerning the need for Yiddish Schools and
Courses, and that a School Comniittee would be elected.* Enclosed with the open
letter was an outline of the basic aims of the afternoon and Sunday School as con-
ceived hy the foundation members. Classes would be taken in Yiddish with the ex-
press purpose of giving its pupils 2 knowledge of Yiddish language, reading, and
writing together with an introduction to Jewish History; 2 knowledge of Yiddish
literature; a hroad knowledge of Jewish literature.?

On 8 October, 1935, 39 people gathered at the Kadimah to lay the basis for a Yid-
dish secular school in Melbourne. After a lively debate it was decided to open a
school which was to be called "*Yiddish Sunday and Afternoon School in Mel-
hourne'’. It is interesting to note that it was recorded in the minutes of that meeting
that Melech Rawice dismissed a proposal for a Yiddish day school as not being via-
hle, having based his opinion on his experiences in the United States, Canada, and
South Africa. There also were suggestions that adult courses be established to discuss
Jewish writers who have written not only in Yiddish, but in other languages as well.
The first elected commirtee consisted of Messrs S. Burstin, P. Goldhar, M. Silman,
Ch. Davis, M. Hiller, M. Weinig. P. Lasika, B. Rosenberg, and Mrs. R. Brilliant. The
committee decided not to elect an executive, appointing only Mrs. R. Brilliant
(Secretary) and Ch. Davis (Treasurer) to official positions. Mrs. Brilliant, the first
President, was not clected to the position until some time later. One of the first is-
sues to be decided by the committee was where to house the new school. The com-
mittee rejected a proposal to use a local State school, deciding instead that the
Kadimah should he used on Sunday mornings and Wednesday afternoons.

The school opened on Sunday, 3 November 1933 with 30 children.? The children
were divided into three groups which were taught by the Principal Melech Rawicz,
and B. Star and L. Szabinski. During April 1936 adult courses in Yiddish Literature
commenced. These courses were arranged hy M. Rawicz. Later, these courses were
conducted by the group calling itself "The Friends of the Yiddish Schools in
Poland'".

Serious problems heset the school when Rawicz left Australia in July 1937. The
committee appointed H. Gurt, a literary critic, to temporarily take over the reins as
Principal, but Rawicz’s departure left a vacuum that was difficult for the fledgling
school to fill. This problem was compounded by an outbreak of infantile paralysis
which closed the school for two months between August and October 1937, The
school reopened liate in October with drastically diminished numbers, the average
attendance having fallen by 50%. The school which was now led by a new presi-
dent, Moishe Hiller, was facing a crisis.

At the time of Rawicz's emigration from Australia, the Central Yiddish School Or-
ganisation appointed Joseph Giligich as an emissary to raise money for the struggling
Polish Yiddish Schools. Giligich had been a teacher in the Wilna Real Gymnasia, and
for the previous ten years a senior teacher in Riga. The school committee noted thar
Giligich was not only a first class organiser, but an educator who could hecome prin-
cipal of the S§chool. At the end of the appeal Giligich was offered the position, which
he accepted early in 1938 despite the fact that he had another offer to become Prin-
cipal of a far larger Yiddish School in Toronto, Canada. In the book Ten Years Yid-
dish School, 5. Burstin states that by accepting the position of principal, Giligich
solved the leadership crisis that the school was facing.® It was a position he was to
hold over 30 years. Under Giligich and a hard working committee, the school was
put on a more solid footing,.
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GROWING PAINS

The fifth birthday was celebrated in the form of a Basikef, a party at the Kadimah,
with the nrain hall packed to capacity. The celebration was a morale booster for
school workers. It indicated that the school had an important role to play in the
community, and that their efforts were receiving widespread appreciation, At the
time of the outhreak of World War II the school had 45 pupils. There was a need
for a fourth class. This was established when A. Junowicz, a former teacher of Yid-
dish in a Polish state school was appointed. The staff was increased to five when Pin-
chas Sharp was employed to teach singing. At the beginning of 1940 a fifth class was
started with the new appointee being Giligich's daughter, Sulamith Sher, who had
recently arrived from Riga. In 1941 the first graduate of the school Senia Rosenberg,
a locally trained State high school teacher, was employed and the school now com-
prised six classes.

With school numbers increasing rapidly, the Kadimah could no longer house all
the classes at the same time. The school used the house next door to the Kadimah,
but even so class times had 1o be staggered, as the needs of the school were siill not
being met. The school was now open on Sunday morning and Monday. Tuesday,
and Wednesday afternoons. Recognising that this situation could not continue in-
definitely. a fund raising effort during 1941 resulted in the purchase of a house at
1008 Drummond Street. North Carlton. Due to war-time regulations, the building
could not be used until 1943,

The world-renowned Yiddish actor for the “'Wilna Troupe™, Jacob Waislitz, was
added to the staff in 1943, When he left for Sydney in 1944, he was replaced hy au-
thor and literary critic, Itzhak Kahn. In 1945 Jasha Sber, a graduate of the Riga State
Gymnaasium and Pola Weingart were appointed. Weingart remained 2 member of the
staff for over 30 years, whilst Sher. the current editor of the Yiddishe Nayes and
President of the Kadimah. was to become the first principal of the Sholem Aleichem
School.

By March 1946 the number of students attending the school had reached 140, and
there were now eighbt classes. In addition, the school was conducting two evening
adult classes with an average attendance of 18. Even though the house at Drummond
Street had been purchased during the war to make room for the extra students, the
school was both cramped and divided into two “campuses™. The vounger classes
were held at the Kadimah while the older classes were moved to Drummond Strect.
This mude the task of running the growing school extraordinarily difficult, with
Principal Giligich being forced to run from one division to another. Because of its
size and design it was not possible to extend the building at Drummeond Street.

The immediate post-war period saw the injection of further new students and new
blood on the teaching staff and on the school committee. The first wave of post-war
migrants to arrive in Australia in 1947 from Shanghai included Beril Rosen, the not-
cd Yiddish author and journalist. As a senior literary teacher in the school his in-
fluence over the students was profound. Many remember the impact of his sudden
death in Octoher 1953, and the resulting vacuum in the senior classes. Pinie Ringel-
blum, who was to loyally serve the school both as a teacher and principal for over
25 years, arrived from Paris in 1949. Chaim Davidowicz, who became the hard
working secretary of the school for 2 number of years, arrived with the Shanghai
group in 1947,

Other migrants to arrive were M. Wilenski, a printer from Poland., who was to
serve as secretary of the school after the death of Davidowicz, and L. Goldblum and
J. Goldman who were 1o work as treasurers during the 1960s and "70s.
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The school’s program was extended in 1950 by the estahlishment of a kindergar-
ten under the direction of Tsioova Crystal. Tsloova, the name by which she was en-
dearingly known, had been a kindergarten directress of the TSISHO schools in
Warsaw. For 2 number of years the kindergarten fed the school with new pupils.
However, in the carly 19505 it accentuated the space problems that the school was
fucing.

During 1948 a large house situated at 885 Drummond Street was bought by Jacob
waks, the President of the Bund in Melbourne, on behalf of the Jewish Workers
Committee of New York. In the late 1940s and carly 1950s it was used hy the Aus-
tralian Jewish Welfare Society to house recently arrived refugees from Europe. The
Artur Zigelboim House — as it was known — was offered as a gift to the Peretz
school in 1953, because the house was no longer required by the Welfare Society.
The number of migrants arriving in Australia had declined and the house was empty-
ing. Howcver, the house as it stood simply did not mect the needs of the 200 child-
ren who now attended the school. At first the committee thought it would be
possible to build a second floor on to the existing building. A building sub-
comimittee consisting of M. Silman (President, School Committee), Y. Zuker and J.
Giligich analysced all the possibilities, deciding that the most feasible economic ap-
proach would be o demolish the existing building and commence afresh.

Plans for a two-storey structure consisting of 18 class rooms were prepared by ar-
chitect Harold Bloom. The sub-committee decided to save the school money by do-
ing the sub-contracting themselves. Mr. 8. Burstin (Vice President) estimated that the
sub-commitee through their work saved the school approximately one-thicd of the
estimated cost of £40,000.5 During November 1954 the existing house was
demolished, and on 20 February 1953, Meir Silman. President of the School Com-
mittee, unveiled the foundation stone. Many friends of the school contributed
generously to the building fund appeal. A suhstantial loan was obtained from the
bank, and after the sale of the house at 1008 Drummeond Street, the committee was
able to finance the profect. Silman, Giligich and Zuker spent days on the site organis-
ing the building of the school, which was completed in June 1956.

On Sunday T July 1956, on a dry winter day. two streams of children, one from
the Kadimah and the other from 1008 Drummond Street. entered through the gates
of the new school. The 1L, Peretz School had reached a4 new pinnacle. There were
now over 225 children Iearning Yiddish at 11 levels, preps to Grade 10, and at some
class levels there were parallel grades.

SCHOOL ORGANISATION AND PROGRAM

The school's educational sub-commitiee. the Pedagogishber Rad, consisted of the
principal, teachers, and a representative from the School Council. Conversely, there
was always a member from the Pedagogisher Rad on the School Council to facilitate
the ongoing contact between the two bodies which ran the school. The grading of
students of varying abilities alwayvs posed a difficult problem for the education sub-
committee. Generally it was decided to group students according to age rather than
ability, and children who started at the school late were encouraged to have exira
tuition outside school hours. Due to the constant changes in the number of classes
and the range in the standards of the students, teaching techniques had to be
flexible.

The main emphasis in the lower grades was to learn the aleph/beth. At this level
games and singing were also considered an integral part of the program. Even
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Amongst those functions that did not invelve children were those held in conjunc-
tion with the Kadimah, examples being lectures on child-rearing, Yiddish folklorc,
and the great Yiddish writers, Peretz and Sholem Aleichen:.

Annual concerts involved students from the school in recitations, drama and sing-
ing and were major events of the school calendar. Most of the marerial used for thesc
concerts arose from the courses studied throughout the vear. They were an artistic
report to the community, showing 4 part of what had been learnt. Included werc
scenes from storics by A, Raisen, I.L. Peretz. Sholem Aleichem, and on one occasion
a musical Dos Shrnai Meidele written and directed by J. Giligich, was enacted. The
success of these performances showed to what extent the school had become a part
of the Jewish cultural scene. The concerts were important in developing the confi-
dence of children in front of audiences and in fostering latent talenc. The first public
appeanances of the actor John Bluthal were at concerts organised by the Yiddish
Schools.

The choir, which had artained a high standard always featured at the annual con-
certs of the school. Its public appearances also included the Victorian Jewish Com-
petitions and a number of radio broadcasts. In 1943 the choir waus praised after its
appearance on station 3AW, Their second broadcast in 1944 was transmirtted by the
ABC directly from an overfull Kadimah Hall. throughout Australia and the Pacific [s-
lands. “"Whilst Yiddish songs were being heard over radio wave-lengths of the South
Pacific, our brethren were being gassed in the ovens of Europe.”™

In 19435 at the request of the Council 1o Combat Fascism and Anti-Semitism,
cleven gramophone records of the choir were cut. During a time-slot allocated to
the Jewish Council, these records were broadeast over 3XY. Since all three radio
broadceasts were highly successful, they were an important morale booster for the
committee, teachers and students.

The book Ten Years Yiddish Schools in Meibonrne, was published in 19490, It con-
tained articles by many of the founders of the school, and was a statement of belief
in the future of the Yiddish language. The book. which was a credit ro the effores
of the committee, was sponsored by advertisements. For the present writer it wils
an invaluable source of material for this essay.

From its toundation until 1971 the school was housed in Carlton. Although most
students lived in Carlton, many travelled from suburbs as far away as 5t. Kilda. As
carly as February 1936 the committee considered the establishment of a St. Kilda di-
vision of the school. Twentv-three children were enrolled to begin such 2 division
in 1941, but the committee was unable to find a suitable building. At the end of the
war the need for a further branch of the Yiddish School became a pressing problem.
A group of “South of the Yarra'™ pioneers, which included M. Glatt (foundation
president), W Davis, I Kosky, and G. Nirens. found a suitable site in Blanche Street,
§t. Kilda, in which to house the new school. Coincidentally, 23 children, the same
number that had enrolled in 1941, attended classes on 5 May, 1946.'% With the es-
tablishment of the Sholem Aleichem School in St Kilda it was decided to call the
Carlton division "THE I.L. PERETZ YIDDISH SCHOOL".

THE DECLINE OF CARLTON

With the completion in 1936 of the new building at 883 Drummond Street,
Carlton, the 1.L. Peretz School peaked. Student numbers were no fonger increasing
because the Jewish population was moving to the southern and castern suburbs of
Melbourne. Perhaps it is easy to be wise after the event, but the school was built in
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foundation members, Sender Burstin, supported these efforts.

In June 1971 the school celebrared the eighticth birthday of Giligich at a huge
dinner-dance at the Melbourue Town House. Over 400 people attended this fune-
tion showing the high esteem in which he was held.

THE BALWYN SHIFT

Immediately after he was appointed principal. Ringelblum arranged the renting of
the Balwyn Primary School. A junior school with four classes. Kindergarten, Preps..
Grades 1 and 2, was established under the direction of Doris Burstin {(Sender Bur-
stin's daughter-in-law) in 197 1. The school was once again divided, since the senior
classes were still held in Carlton.

During June 1972 the properry located at 885 Drummond Street was sold to Mel-
bourne’s growing Greek community. '™ The Greek community was anxious to estab-
lish an cthnic school in the Carlton district. and by purchasing the 1L, Peretz
building they were able to satisfy their needs. However, this meant another shift for
both the junior and senior divisions of the school. Balwyn Primary School's head-
master would not let any extra rooms to the Peretz School, so again it became imper-
ative to find new premises. Bellevue Primary School in North Balwyn became the
new temporary home for the senior and junior schools.

Plans to build i new kindergarten in 2 house purchased in 1970 in Hatfield Strect,
North Balwyn were shelved because of the objections of neighbours. Mr. Wilenski's
successor as seeretary, Maurice Burstin {Sender Burstin's son), together with Sym
Wolski found suitable land on which to build a kindergarten at the corner of Balwyn
and Estelle Strects, Bulleen,'® This land was purchased with the proceeds from the
sale of the Hatfield Street property. The money from the sale of 885 Drummond
Street was held in trust, only to be used to finance the proposed new buildings.

Apn axiom in building local kindergartens is that if there are no problems with
neighhours then there will certainly be problems with the Health Commission of
Victoria. For a4 period of two years Maurice Burstin and Harold Bloom, who was
once again appointed archirect, worked to satisfy the requirements of the Healch
Commission. When the Health Commission was finally satisfied with the plans, in-
flation had escaluted costs by over 30%, and the money from the sale of the Drum-
mond Street premises was no longer sufficient to cover the cost of the new building.
The total cost of land and building was now estimated at just under $200,000. and
this was far greater than the original quotations indicated. J. Goldman, the Treas-
urer. negotiated on behalf of the committee 2 10 vear loan for $40,000 with the
AN.Z Bank. which enabled building to commence. A number of drawing-room ap-
peal micetings were organised to help defray some of the costs of establishing both
the new kindergarten and completing the surrounds.

The foundation stone was laid on 9 September 19706 by the President, Sender Bur-
stin. Maurice Burstin supervised the construction of the building which included a
large kindergarten doubling as a hall and five small classtrooms. By the end of 1976
the building was ready to be used. Maurice Williams, the local M.L.A., presided at
an opening function attended by over 100 friends of the LL, Peretz School on Sun-
day 13 March, 197717

On 6 February, 1977, the school began to operate from its new premises in
Bulleen. with 48 children '™ The committee felt a sense of exhilaration in achieving
their goul of building 4 new school, but there was still a sense of trepidation for the
future, as Grades 6 and ™ and Grades 8 and 9 were now run as combined classes.






1L Peretzr Yiddish School 19335-1084

b
N

puage of instruction sometimes change to English. The main reason for the change
was that it was considered important for students to understand particular aspects
of Yiddisbkeit before they left the school. Some concepts, e.g.. Demography, would
be difficult for 15 vear old children to grasp in English, let alone in Yiddish.

CLOSURE

School numbers continued to decline slowly during the "70s, albeit at a much
slower rate compared with the "60s. Even though the drop off rate was only a trick-
le. it did affect the classes, nearly all of which had to be paired. From 1981 1o 1984
the numbers attending schootl still continued to slide at a slow rate. The drop was
from 36 to 28 during the four-year period. The problem was not one of retaining
the children attending, but the lack of enrolments for the preparatory classes. In
fact, most children that were enrolled during the '70s did complete the 10-vear
course, Most new students came from parents who were themselves graduates, but
less than half a dozen students came directly from the kindergarten.

Until the end of 1983 the State Government subsidised extended kindergarten
hours as long as there was a minimum of 135 children between the ages of three and
four. On 30 September, 1983 the State Government announced the following policy
changes: Free Milk Scheme to cease from 31/12/83: subsidies for extended hours to
cease on 31/1/84 (except in cases of special needs); after 31/1/84 subsidies for three-
vear olds to end. " To receive even the reduced subsidy, a kindergarten required a
minimum of 13 four-vear olds. For the Peretz School the policy changes were an ef-
fective cut in subsidy of between 55% o 60%.

To mect the new criteria, the kindergarten had 1o immediately enrol five more
four-year olds, and raise fees substandally. This would only maintain the financial
status quo, and keep the Kindergarten open. The writer, who was by then president
of the School Council (having replaced Sym Wolski who resigned as president at the
cnd of 19811, organised an appeal against the new levels of funding offered by the
Tiealth Commission. However the appeal was rejected, and only after a very heavy
advertising program did the committee enrol enough four-year olds to ensurce that
the kindergarten was maintained during 198+, One could sense that the end for the
Peretz School was not far away. This did not daunt the enthusiasm of the staff who
continued to work diligently. Individually structured programs were worked out for
all students up to the Eighth Grade. Special series of lessons were worked out for
the Tenth Grade, which began the vear with 7 students. six of whom graduated at
the end of the vear. It is interesting to note that in 1984 once quarter of the students
attending the school were in the Tenth Grade, and that class started with only seven
pupilsin 1974, In 1984 there were only 2 classes in the traditional sense, the Prepar-
atory Grade and the Tenth Grade, the other classes having only one or two students.
it was projected that once the Tenth Grade had graduated. there would be fewer
than 20 students attending the school in 1985, The principal, Doris Burstin felt that
with such low numbers it would be both educationally and socially desirable for the
remaining students to attend the Sholem Aleichem Sunday School.

At the commencement of the 1984 kindergarten vear. Fay Morris was confident
that she could once again find the required number of four-year olds 1o continue the
Kindergurien in 1985, She advised the committee thar she had enrolled 12 four-vear
alds for 1985, which was only three or four short of the numhers required by the
Health Commission. However, when parcnts were asked to make a firm commit-
ment for 19835 the number of enrolments dropped to seven. A fervent advertising
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program brought no result. The committeec was called together on 12 September
1981 to consider the position. Motions were put and passed that both the school and
kindergarten close at the end of the year. These motions were confirmed at an ex-
traordinary gencral meeting of members held on 13 November. It was also decided
at the meeting to offer the assets of the school to the Sholem Aleichem College.
Other suggestions were made, but the members realised that since the College was
a sister school, there was no other logical alternative.

Staff morale naturally was not high. but this was not reflected in their work, To
their credit both Doris and Fay did not despair, ¢ven though the imminent closing
of the school and kindergarten was staring them in the face. With only small num-
bers with which to work, a fine end of year concert was presented on 9 December.
The last school function the Seeusn, the graduation ceremony, was heid on 15 De-
cemher at the home of Ruth Friede. Five of the six graduates were children of stu-
dents of the Peretz School who had themselves graduated in the 19505, One of the
five gradnates was the great-granddaughter of J. Giligich, whilst two others were
grandchildren of 8. Burstin who had been a continuous member of the committee
for the 49 years of the school's existence.

One cannot write an essay about the LL. Peretz School without mentioning a num-
ber of workers for the school who were never a president, a secretary or a treasurer.
People like Lazar Bloustein, Mr. and Mrs. Trevaks, Toibele Ginter and Ides Silman.
Bloustein was on the commiitee for over 47 years, doing the hard thankless 1asks,
like collecting school fees and parcels for the hazaars. Mr. Trevaks. the founder of
the Shepparton Yiddish School, worked tirelessly for the school after his arrival in
Mclbonrne till his untimely passing. His wifc Ethel, was responsible for updating the
school’s membership list, and for many years arranged the collection of membership
ducs, Only Toibele Ginter, Ides Silman and Sender Burstin attended both the first
meeting of the school, and also its closing function.

Over the vears there have been countless devoted workers for the school whom
I have not mentioned: those who worked for the Froyen Comniitet (Mothers Club),
the ex-students who arranged the annual balls during the 1960s and 1970s, the peo-
ple who collected for the bazaars, and the parents committee of the Bulleen Kinder-
garten which organised numerous functions. I apologise for any other omissions.

Fifteen students who wonld have attended the Peretz School in 1985, are now be-
ing transported every weck to the Sholem Aleichem Snnday School. The building
now operates as a Montesorri Kindergarten. For the peopie involved in the Yiddish
School Movement, the closing of the [.L. Peretz School and Kindergarten signifies
the closing of a huilding, not the demise of its philosophy or its aims.
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not great. so that the “"miscreants got little reward for their nefarious activity ™. The
coins were replaced, the bottle was re-inserted in its cavity and the stone was re-
cemented in its niche, A large quantity of masonry was immediately laid on top of
the stone, to deter a repetition of the carlier theft and this proved cffective. Why
then, can’t we produce the stone. the bottle or its contents? The answer lics in the
shape of the hill up which Margaret Street was constructed. Apparentiy the street
originally sloped upwards gradually from Albert Street, and just before it reached
George Street, it sloped up very steeply. The effect was that the street ourside the
sSynagogue was some feet lower than at present. This is further supported by the fact
that the natural ground surface of the cellar under the Synagogue floor is about 9
feet deep at its lowest corner, and a skerch by the architect shows a number of steps
in front of the entry porch. Today the step-up is only a few inches.

Having raised the street and footpath, it would be the obvious thing to also raise
the Synagogue’s courtyard level, so that one would not have to go down steps from
the footpath to the courtvard. In doing so, the foundation stone was, 1 assume, bu-
ricd, though it would not have been a difficult task to re-locate the stone above the
new courtyard level. It could be that if the foundation stone was of local sandstone,
it may have fretted away, as did large areas of identical material ar nearby Parliament
House, To find it, one would have to excavate through the cement paving and some
feet of carth. This operation was planned before the Synagogue centenary in 1986,
Reasonable assumptions may be made as to the stone's location:

{2y At the right hand side of the front of the building, as this is common practice:

(b} On the corner of the front, as the expression used in the Press and in the Syna-
gogue Minutes is “corner stone’;

(¢y About one metre below the paving.

To avoid the expense of excavating, I tried to locate the bottie from the inside of
the cellar. Using an electrical metal detector, the inside surface of the front wall of
the Synagogue was gone over thoroughly. My hope was to locate the bottle by get-
ting a sounding on the metal coins in it. This proved fruitless as the wall is over a
metre thick at that level. The next approach was the possibility that a written
description, a photo or a drawing may give its location. Although the Jewish Chroni-
cle (London), the Brisbane Madl and the Synagogue records give lavish accounts of
the ceremony and the Synagoguce, the position of the stonc is the one missing item,
No photo has been found and the newspapers of that day never carried pictures. The
only sketch we have by the architect is a faithful depiction of the building as it was
constructed, but the stone is not shown. This led me to seck the architect’s draw-
ings. Unfortunately, the City Council has only drawings of buildings going back to
its formation in 1925. [ was led to inquire of the architect’s grand-niece, who had
obtained all the surviving drawings and greatly valued them. She explained that one
large roll was in perfect condition, while another bad been left in the open and had
largely rotred away, Most of these prints were completely destroved. As fate would
have it, @ minute search failed to locate a single paper appertaining to the Synagogue.
(It appears that the architect had migrated from Iraly and designed many Brisbanc
buildings, including 1 number of fine churches, still standing.)

To exactly locate the Congregation’s first Synagogue of 1805, I obtained a map
from the Oxley Historical Library. Bulcock's Building, in Queen Street, is shown as
the premises of Robert Bulcock, Seedsman, marked 7 & 9 Bulcock'', next to the
“Post Office and Court House'". That is still the G.P.O., hut Bulcock's blocks are
now occupied by the Brisbane Head Office of the Commonwealth Bank. The Bank
insisted on providing 2 memorial plaque on their portico, at their own cost, to mark
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The centenary history refers to a congregant, Sir Matthew Nathan, the Governor
of Queensland from 1920 to 1927, [ have ample material for a separate essay about
him, as well a5 an essay on Henry Spiro, the Mavor of Toowoomba from 1870 to
1873, In recent years two Jews in Queensland were knighted — Dr. Abram Fryberg
M.C., formerly Director General of Health, and Professor Zelman Cowen, Vice
Chancellor of the University of Queenshand. later to become Governor General. Lo-
cally born Alex Roby rose to the rank of Brigadier General, and many other of our
community have rendered, or continue to render, valuable public service, Li. Col.
Errol Solomon Meyers had a distinguished medical career, Later. I will submit essays
on Saul Mendcelsohn (Balladier), the Blumbergs of Blumbergville, and many others.

In the first instalment I stated that there are only four Jewish cemeteries in
Queensland. though Jewish people are buricd in general cemeteries in many parts
of this State. Since then, my attention has been called to o small area in the Cook-
town Cemetery containing monuments nearly a century old, over three Jewish
graves, There is no register s0 more than three may be buried there. The details have
been sent to the Australian jewish Historical Society.

Recent years have brought hardship to numbers of Brisbane Jewry. The financial
depression of the late seventies forced some to lose their source of [ivelihood. A
great flood on Australia Day, 206 January 1974, which covered all the low-lying
areas of Brisbane and Ipswich and the Gold Coast. destroyed or damaged homes or
businesses of many Jewish families, just as occurred in 1893, Water reached a point
30 yvards from the Brisbane Synagoguc. while the Sifrie Torah had ro be rescued from
the Central Synagogue. South Brishane, by rowing boat. Many rallied to aid in the
heart-breaking tasks of rehabilitation. A large amount of money was contributed by
local Jewry to the Lord Mavor's Flood Relief Fund, as well as to the fund for their
co-rctigionists. The Darwin Cyclone Tracy Fund also received much support from
Queensland Jewry.

This is an opportunity to write about some Communal organisations not referred
to clsewhere in this essay. The Queenstand Association of Ex-Servicemen and Wo-
men {(known as QA JEX) is the successor organisation to the one which was
formed after the First World War, Q.AJ.E.X. was founded soon after World War 11
and originally enlisted a handful of World War I veterans, ail of whom have since
passed on. Indeed, many of the World War II members are also no longer with us,
and the ranks are thinner when they fall in cach year for the Anzac Dav Service. The
parade and service, preceded by a wreath-laving at the Cenotaph and followed by
a luncheon and the Annual Meeting, are the main annual activitics. However, it is
tele that the mere existence of the Association is an important public relations fea-
ture of the Community.

Soon after World War 11, the Judean Sports Club became Queensland Maccabi and
joinced the Australian Maccabi Federation. Members participate in various sports at
the Annual A J.A.X. Carnivals which are held in Queensland every four vears. Mem-
bers have also competed., with some success, at the Israel Maccabiah each four years.

in the 1930s and 19605 a very talented group functioned with the name, The Jew-
ishh Art Group. They presented a number of excellent reviews and plays.

A Migrants’ Welfare Society did good work in the several vears following World
War I, welcoming migrants and helping them to settle. A large home was converted
to be “"Welfare Home'', to house them till housing could be found. The late Abe
Newhouse did valuable work in this regard,

When entertainment groups such as the Red Army Ballet come 1o Brisbane, an or-
derly protest is staged, not against the performers or their art. but against the princi-
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this occasion: the face that the South Brishbane Congregation was already building its
replacement structure while the discussion was proceeding; the fact that there is sim-
ply no “central’” location in Brisbane, and no matter where a1 complex would be
crected, it would be many kilometers from many suburbs containing groups of Jew-
ish famili¢s. for the Community, though small, occupies ALL of the greater Brisbane
area; there is still also a small vestige of distrust between some members of each Con-
gregarion, left over from the days when each openly felt that the other was seeking
to take advantage. The discussion has since re-started a few times, and a sub-
committee exists — the matter has all the hall-marks of something that may lead
nowherce.

The Gold Coast Congregation completed its beautiful synagogue and later added
an upper floor containing an assembly hali, catering and other facilities. This rapidly
growing young congregation now has premises of which they may be truly proud.
Their Centre is indispensable for visitors from overseas and interstate, as well as local
congregants. Rabbi Ludwig became their first minister. Some years later, a Liberal
Congregation was founded at Surfers.

The end of the Six Day War of June 1967 was marked locally by a Service of
Thanksgiving. An Emergency Appeal for reconstruction work in Israel was highly
successful. The excitement of the events resulted in many contributions from non-
Jewish groups and individuals. The Chaplain General of the Israel Defence Forces,
Rabbi Goren. who was in Brisbane at the time, rushed back to Isracl and was there
in time to blow the first shofar at the Western Wall, on its recovery. A number of
voung Brishane Jewish people, who were in Israel ar the time, remained to assist in
various capacitics, and were joined by six other local volunieers who were selecred
from over 100 who came forward. Later that vear. the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra
performed at the City Hall with great success and receptions were tendered by the
Premier and the Lord Mavor.

1967/68 A World Scout Jamboree was held in suburban Jindalee. Services were
conducted for Jewish participants at the site and subsequently at the synagogue. Ko-
sher food was arranged.

The words “THE BRISBANE SYNAGOGUE, and the Congregation’s spiritual
name, “KEHILLA KEDOSHA SHA'ARI EMUNA", were added over the arched entry
to the synagogue during the Presidency of Mr. A. Newhouse.

At the new M. Gravatt Cemetery, a spectacular black granite monument was dedi-
cated to the memory of the Martyrs of the European Holocaust. It was crected due
to the efforts of a commirtee of survivors. Caskets of ashes from crematoria were
sealed inside. The monument is the venue of the Annual Martyrs” Memorial Service
and Warsaw Ghetto Commemoration.

Rev. B. Belfer, whose brother was Minister to the South Brisbane Congregation 20
yeuars before, joined that congregation as minister,

Led hy Eric Wemberg, who had been deported from USA for Nazi activities, a
group of uniform-wearing Nazi supporters endeavoured to address a rally in a city
park. It is estimated that over 2,000 spectators attended. The Jewish Community
hastily organised a [arge opposing contingent which swept forward as Wemberg
commenced to speak. Flags and other items were ripped from the hands of the Nazi
supporters who were put to flight and the great rally ended as quickly as it had be-
gun. Promises were made next day that they “would be back with reinforcements
next Sunday’, so the Jewish group, greatly enhanced in numbers, was in attendance,
ready for all events. Even a first-aid post. staffed by yvoung women. was set up. All
that was missing was the Nazi group, and a newspaper report next day said they had



34 Furtber Histor) of the Brisbane Hebrew Congregation

passed through Sydney on their way to Canberra saying, “Those b. . . .. Jews in
Brisbane are too tough!”” However, one notorious member, ““The Skull™, did spiash
the abovementioned Martyrs’ Memorial with red paint. He was arrested and fined
$200. When he fell behind with payment, the Chevra (which is the custodian of the
monument} foreciosed and " The Skull'” served out a jail sentence instead. The Press
next reported on Wembherg a few years later, when he died in Cenrral Africa. He was
alleged to be carrying a huge sum of money from England, to set up a World Nazi
Headquarters in Canberra. The money was not found, and the project was apparent-
ly abandoned.

1968/69 Rev. A. Sternfein was replaced by Rabbi H. Kustanovics until the appoint-
ment of Rabbi Emery Engel.

Mr. and Mrs. R. Magnus donared a silver Torah yad, and Mr. and Mrs. A. Newhouse
donated a Kiddush cup.

1969/70 The Betar Maon, a club house for the local Zionist youth group, was ac-
quired and refurbished to provide the necessary facilities for this active group. It is
also used as a meeting place for other groups. Betar in Brisbane is now about 28
vears old, and is almost entirely run by its youthful leaders. The formula for their
smooth continuity seems to be that they have a hierarchy so thar new leaders are
ready to move forward as needed. Between one and five Betar leaders visit Israel
annually and return after a year fully trained and inspired. Queensland has also been
able to share the Shlichim who are sent to guide Betar groups in the larger centres.
There have also been community Shlichim, who are sent to assist all youth groups,
and not just the Zion-oriented groups.

1976/71 The Chief Rabbi, Dr. 1. Jakobovits, visited Brisbane for the first time. Rab-
bis I. Porush, O. Abramson and J. Kemelman of the Sydney Beth Din visited to dead
with many local matters. Mr. and Mrs. A. Newhouse donated a Sepher Torah.

1971/72 The old Palings organ, mentioned early in this history, was finally
replaced hy a modern electronic organ by the Women's Guild in memory of their
late President, Mrs. Pauline Max. This was the 79th year of the Guild.

A Friendship Club was formed for entertaining the elderly of the community. The
25th Anniversary of Israel wus the subject of 2 major celebration. The B'nai B'rith
donated an English translation (about 20 volumes) of the Babylonian Talmud to the
library of the University of Queensland. In the years since then it has proved to be
one of their most used and valued contributions. A further effort was made by B nai
B'rith to establish a Hillel Foundation at the University of Queensland, but lack of
a suitable councillor and the great cost have always been serious problems.

A long running success story has been “Shalom™, Queensland J.N.F.’s monthly
magazine. It was founded in 196+ by George Frey and at the time of writing he re-
mains the editor, assisted only by some who occasionally write some articles. He has
assistance from the Queensland State Zionist Office, which serves the United Israel
Appeal, the State Zionist Council and the J.N.F. and has functioned for about 35
vears. Mrs. A. Norris has served as Office Secretary for 25 years and surely knows
the community betier than the community knows itseif,

The massacre of the Jewish Olympians at Munich shocked World Jewry. A syna-
gogue service was held at which a spontaneous collection of funds was made, to aid
the widows and children of these Martyrs.

1972/73 A Liberal congregation was founded and they have since fitted out a place
of prayver known as “"Tempie Shalom™',

1973/74 Rev. B. Skolnick. who succeeded Rabbi Engel. was inducted by Premier
Bjelke-Petersen.
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On the occasion of the Yom Kippur War 2 Memorial Service was held for the fallen
and a large sum was donated for the support of their dependants.

Rev. Klein became Minister of the South Brisbane Congregation, followed by Rev.
Gescheit, Rabbi Avnir succeeded Rabbi Ludwig at the Gold Coust.

1974/75 A delicatessen was established by the Women's Guild at the Synagogue
Hall. Another facility, which goes back beyond living memory, is the provision of
matzo and Pesach groceries, at the Hall. One or two weekends before the Festival,
hundreds of Jewish families attend to purchase their Pesach supplics. Kosher items
arce available all year round.

1976/77 An apartment was acquired for the minister, a short distance from the
synagogue, (o save bim the long walk from the house in New Farm. At the time of
writing this essay. the later is being sold.

An ambitious step forward was the launching in 1976, of the Jewish Community
Centre Project at Burbank, cast of Mi. Gravatt. In a brief period, despite the financial
recession, funds were subscribed to buy the land comprising many acres of light
hush. 3 swimming pools. and various facilities. The Brisbane Congregation sub-
scribed $5,000. Since then, thanks to the efforts of various other organisations and
the Centre Commiitee. they have added more land, six retirement cottages, tennis
courts, & major catering facility and a2 Mikvah. The premises have been utilised for
a wide varicty of communal functions, and it is a popular venue for social, cultural
and sporting activities. The N.C.J.W. has recently added a functions hall.

1977/78 Rev, W, Bernstein was engaged as Sccond Reader and Shochet and Mrs.
Bernstein assisted as a teacher. They later served the Gold Coast Congregation, be-
fore retiring to Brisbane.

The Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth was commemorated in the presence of the Gover-
nor, Sir James Ramsay. He inspected a Guard of Honour formed of Jewish Ex-
servicemen, one of whom was Sir Zelman Cowen. who was then Governor General
Designate. The Reception filled the Memorial Hall beyond its capacity.

Soon after, Sir Zelman, who had achieved grear results as Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Queensland. was farewelled at the Centre at a major function before
leaving to rake up his appointment as Governor General of Australia.

1978/79 By this time it had become apparent that the area around the synagogue
was rapidly to change from its run-down appearance. Next door, Minerals House
was built, one of the tallest office blocks north of Sydney. The area was being rebuile
and historic old buildings renovated.

The celebration of the Second Seder in the Synagogue Hall was revived after many
vears and large numbers of congregants attend each vear.

The South Brisbane Congregation’s new synagogue. referred to earlier, was com-
pleted, and dedicated by Rabbi R. Apple of Sydney.

1981/82 Rev. Skolnick retired and Rabbi M. Boas, a seventh generation Australian
and one of the few Australian-born rabbonim, was appointed in May 1982 and was
later inducted by Rabbi Apple at a major function.

[srael’s actions in the Lebanese War, though justified in Jewish eves. caused a great
falling-off in the popularity of Israel and of Jewish people in general. The Stare Zi-
onist Council’s response was to provide speakers wherever possible and the Board
of Deputies Public Refations Chairman made a great contribution to that campaign.
A record sum was collected locally by the United Israel Appeal.

The Isracl Philharmonic Orchestra visited Brishane for the third time. A B'nai
B'rith Committee worked hard to ensure that maximum public relations value
resulted from the tour as well as to ensure very considerable ticket sales.
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A Holocaust Exhibition was presented by B'nai B'rith at the City Hall, attracting
thousands of visitors, and a great upsurge of understanding of that sad cra resulted.

The 13th Commonwealth Games were held in Brisbane. Rabbi Boas was accredit-
ed as Jewish Chaplain and contacted Jewish participants, many of whom attended
the synagogue for the High Festivals and accepted home hospitality. Rabbi Boas was
also the Jewish Chaplain to the huge Scout Jamboree which was held on Brishane's
western fringe in December 1982, In 1983 he was made a Jewish Chaplain to the
Australian Army.

1982/83 Due to energetic work by Rahbi Boas, a Mikvah was constructed at the
Communal Centre, and consecrated. {The Mikvah which was constructed at the re-
yuest of Rabbi Goteshall, was no longer available once the house in Milton was sold
after being submerged in the 1974 flood.)

1983/84 The Shir Li (""My Song’ ') Hebrew Folk Singing Choir was formed by Maya
Zetlin. It has proved a popular innovation, performing at Independence Day func-
tions in Brisbane and the Gold Coast, bat mitzvahs, weddings, Anzac Day Services,
Martyrs' Memorials, concerts, the opening of the Performing Arts Complex, the Bris-
bane Fiesta, and notably the 1985 Folkioric. For these latter occasions an Israel Folk
Dancing Group was added and a professional programme was presented to the au-
dience.

An “Over 805" function was held at the Centre, at which many octogenarians
were greeted by the large gathering and congratulated by the Mavor-Elect Sallyanne
Atkinson.

Rabbi Boas resigned and the congregation was without a full-tme spiritual teader
for over a year. Aided by his dynamic wife, Rev. W. Bernstein helped out, and he
conducted many Sabbath and Festival Services. Some of the congregants assisted at
the services.

1984/85 Rev. AL Dobelsky, formerly a senior teacher at M. Scopus College, be-
came minister of the congregation and principal of the Talmud Torah.

1985/80 The highlight of this period was the celebration of the centenary of the
consecration of the Brisbane Synagogue. This was preceded by several functions, in-
cluding a Masonic Service attended by large numbers of visiting Masons and local
Jewish members of the Craft. The Shir Li Choir added to the harmony, and Rabbi
Raymond Apple delivered the sermon. There followed a pilgrimage to the site of the
former Toowoomba Synagogue and to the Drayvton-Toowoomba Jewish Cemetery
where a plaque was unveiled during a Memorial Service led by Rabbi Apple and Rew.
Dobelsky.

Considerahle renovations were carried out prior to the centenary, while some ma-
jor new items were installed. Stained glass windows, each endowed by congregants,
were added, and, also, a display of the tablets of the Ten Commandments 4s a
memorial to Aaron Lewitzky (the donor’s late husband) and to all the departed of
the congregation. The Centcnary Service was conducted by Rev. Dobelsky, assisted
by the Shir Li Choir, and Rabbi Fabian occupied the pulpit. This Service. and the bril-
liant function thereafter were attended by His Excellency, the Governor-General, Sir
Ninian Stephen and Lady Stephen, and by representatives of the Churcbes, the Com-
monwealth and State Governments, and of the City of Brisbane.

At the end of the second instalment of this history, the Ministers and Presidents up
to 1965 were listed. The following bave served since that time.
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MINISTERS OF THE CONGREGATION [96G5-1986
{Including $hochtim and Second Readers)

Rabbi B. Gottshall Rev. B. Skolnick
Rabbi Z. Tapoohi Rabbi M. Boas
Rabbi H. Kustanovics Rev, W, Bernstein
Rev. AL Sternfein Rev. A. Dobelsky

Rabbi E. Engel
PRESIDENTS OF THE CONGREGATION 1963-1986

AL Newhouse P.B. Frunkel

M.S. Myers L. Marcus

1. Lipski L.A. Phillips

L.A. Phillips ]. Lipski
DEMOGRAPHY
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In the Centenary History, [ provided statistical data on adherents to the Jewish Re-
ligion, at the various Censuses 1861-1961. (a) in Queensland, (b) in Brisbane only,
{cyin Local Government Areas and non-municipal towns. Below are the figures from

the censuses conducted since June 1981.

(2) Queensland (b} City of Brisbane
Censs Males Females Total Census Males Females Total
1966 839 o0 1.629 1966 438 364 802
1971 789 513 1,302 1971 500 438 938
1976 807 723 1.530 1976 488 debd 932
1981 1.031 977 2.008 1981 448 410 858

() Local Government Areas Census 30 June 1981

Brishane & Moreton Statistical Divisions Males Females | Persons
Brishane Citv including Logan City, Ipswich,

Pine Rivers, Redcliffe City, Redland Shire 448 410 858
Gold Coast City 203 340 633
Remaining Shires 136 112 248

sub Total 877 862 1,739

Wide-Bay Burnett Div. 11 8 19
Darling Downs Div., 18 13 31
Fitzroy Div. 19 14 33
Central West & North West Div. 12 3 15
Mackay Div, 23 10 39
Northern Div. 42 25 67
Far North Div. 45 30 75
aigratory 3 3 G

stare Total 1.050 974 2024




38 Further History of the Brisbane Hebrew Congregation

When preparing my centenary history, the E.C.A Js statistician suggested a 12%
upward adjustment, in order to gain a more accurate estimate of Jewish population,
when considering the numbers who claim Jewish Religion in a Census. Since then,
there has ohviously bcen a great increase in the number of people of all religions.
who decline to state their affiliation, or who claim no religion, or whose response
is registered as “"not classifiable’. At the 1981 Census, the percentage was 22.2%
and the local statistician’s office feels that the figure will exceed 25% at the Census
in june 1986.

The adjustment which is probably applicable in the case of Jewish people is under-
standahly higher than applies to the general community as a result of the Holocaust
and other anti-semitic experiences. 1 have applied an adjustment of 25% to the fig-
ure of 2,024 to cbtain a conservative estimate of approximately 2,530, which is
possibly the best available guess at the population of Queensland at June, 1981,
Though the 1986 Census will give an idea of Queensland Jewry's numbers. it will
not be ready for publication tilt about April/May 1987, In an attempt to make a rough
estimate of the Queensland Jewish population at the time of writing, I extrapolate,
using the number of addresses, ie. units of Jewish residence. in the local Zionist Of-
fice communal mailing list. At the time of the 1981 Census there were about 420 and
today there are about 650 addresses. This gives an increase of 55%. Treating this
very conservatively, by applying only 40% to the adjusted figure of 2,530 (Junc
1981}, T estimate the current number at 3,542. However, once should never hope ro
meet them all, nor to make plans involving this number, for many of them are, and
will remain, a statistic.

Our enhanced Jewisb population consists mainly of (2) migrants from Sydney and
Melhourne, many of them middle aged or elderly, who have moved to the Gold
Coast to live in reticement or to conduct businesses; (b) academics who have come
from the southern states, and a lesser number from overseas, to take positions ar the
three Quecnsland universities (most of these are younger than “‘middie aged’’); {(0)
a number who are arriving here, mainly from the U.K.. U.S.A., South Africa, East
Africa, Canada and Israel, Most are below middle age. A good percentage are profes-
sionals or trades people.

The Board of Deputies took the total male membership of each Brishane congrega-
tion and added about 150 to represent families from South Africa, Israel etc.. most
of which have not affiliated with any congregation. The grand total was multiplicd
by a figure representing the average number in a modern family and this resulted in
an estimated total of about 1,600 Jewish people in Brisbane, By applying the
abovementioned 25% adjustment to the Census figure of 858 we have a toral for
Brisbane of 1,072, So the best possible guess is “"between 1,000 and 1,600, which
is by no means 1 precise statistic.

There is the Yiddish expression, Bis Huntred und Zuwanzig which translates liter-
ally "May you live to one hundred and twenty years' ie. the life-span of Moses. The
Brisbane Hebrew Congregation has reached and passed that milestone, while its syn-
agogue was the centre of its centenary celebrations in July 1986. It is a popular pas-
time of some of the southern Jewish Press, and locals wbo contribute articles
thereto. to refer 10 Brisbane Jewry as 2 dying Community. The shocking headline
“Shall we say Kaddish for Brisbane Jewry?'™ actually appeared last year! This de-
structive criticism will be forgotten while the Community successfully negotiates its
second 120 years.

T Struck O™ was the name of a play by the American actors, J.C. Williamson and
his wife, Maggic Moore, The latter came to Queensland in 1894 when this play was
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staged at Mount Morgan. About that time a gold-bearing reef was discovered in the
district and a shaft was put down and called “*Struck Oil”. A canvas town of gold
prospectors sprang up within this area. Most successful was William Usher whose
Mount Usher mine promised to develop as a rival to Mount Morgan. Struck Oil be-
came known as a smali mining field and a viilage. Today, Mount Usher and Struck
Oil are not a4 township but the area is a rural residentizl one a few kilometers south
ol Rockhampton. See, Mount Maorgan: Gold Copper and Qi by John Kerr (1982),
and, F.L. Golding. "An Old Mining Town in Queenstand: Mount Morgan ™, Journdl.
The Roval Historical Saciety of Queensland, Vol. X, No. 3, p. 83.
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Another known grave, but unmarked, is that of Solomon Moses also known as
Moss, who was drowned at Deep Creek in 1860, His sister Sarah was the wife of the
Reverend A A. Levi. Another just discovered memorial is that of Mark Elgin Davis,
yvoungest son of David and Rachel. died 21 June 1860. Another memorial is that of
Lydia, wife of Joseph Collins, who departed this life, Holy Sabbath Day, 15 March
1862, aged 24 years, “"Many daughtcrs have acted virtuously, but thou excelled them
all. Grace is deceitful and beauty vain, but the woman who feareth the Lord, she
alone shall be ever exalted™. Louis, second son of E. and C. Mandelson, who depart-
cd this life 12 December 1863, aged 18 months, Saul Yeates, Esq. Solicitor late of
London, who departed this life on 6 May, A.M. 5627, aged 79 vears. In the Gregorian
Calendar the year is 1867. His e¢pitaph, "My soul wait thou only upon God for my
expectation is from him™. Moss Marks, “*This for 2 testimony that beneath reposes
the earthly remains of Moss Marks, who departed this life on Thursday, 5 August
5029, 1869, Aged 49 years'.

Other memorials: Sarah Emanuel. died 3 November 1871 aged 3 months. Rose
Una Alexander, died I3 December, A.M. 5639, 1879, A substantial memorial is that
of Henry Isaacs Caro, died 11 Sept. 1877, 4 Tishri. A M. 5688, aged 45 years. A very
badly damaged memorial is that of Louis Mandelson, “'in loving memory of my dear
husband and our father, who departed this life, 11 March 1909, aged 71 years™
Louis Mandelson was perhaps the longest Jewish resident of Goulhurn. In announc-
ing his death the Goulburn Erening Post of March 1 1909, stated that he had been
a resident of the city for 50 years. He had carried on a business in Auburn Street as
a tatlor and outfitter. Besides his widow, he left a family of two sons and seven
daughters. Ir was his wish to be buried in Goulburn.

Another known grave is that of Mrs. Lvdia Yates. Possible graves of persons be-
lieved to be buried in this cemetery are, E.G. Abrahams, A, W. Goldstein, T. [saac and
R.5. Isaac. Later graves of this century are, Dr. Hugo Goldberger, died 17 July 1943
aged 56 years. Siegfreid Vogel, died 9 October 1943, aged 56 years. Both these peo-
ple were wartime refugees, Vogel purchased 4 small general store at Yarra, six miles
from Goulburn from the aged Miskelly family who ran the store for many years. Mr,
Vogel and his friend did not survive long afier their European experience,

Over the years, the caretaker's cottage has been the subject of considerable discus-
sion and controversy. Later caretakers, who probably also performed the function
of sexton, have been quite varied. Several have recorded long occupancy. There are
no apparent records of the earliest occupants. A Mr. O'Rourke, who resigned in
1909, is recorded as having 20 years occupancy. At this period W.G. Hunt was in
charge of the cemetery. He lived in Bourke Street and on 22 October 1909 he let
the house to a Mr. Leecount for one shilling a week. He appears to have stayed for
some years. There are other families known to have resided there at various times
but obviously with little caretaking attention. A family by the name of Batien lived
there at one period. Robert O'Brien came there on 17 November 1933. This year
wis perhaps the height of the Great Depression and the carctaker’s cottage was let
to O'Brien for 6 pence a week with a tenancy agreement conditional on his repairing
and keeping in order the fences around the cemetery and rthe like, He remained in
occupancy until 1940, when he was removed by the trnstees. The house was then
vacant and by 1942 it was completely derelict. Around this period a Mr. Payten
wrote to H.1. Wolff. the secretary of the Trust at the Great Synagogue, offering to
purchase the iron off the roof for the sum of five pounds. There does not appear
to be any evidence of a sale being ¢ffected. The roof was undoubtedly removed by
around 1942, the ofd house demolished and the bricked-in well filled with a grear






THE GOULBURN JEWISH CEMETERY
A HERITAGE INTERPRETATION

by M. Z. Forbes, BA., LL B.

tory that the departed must he treated with the utmost respect. Likewise,

cemeteries were always preserved and were regarded as places not to he de-
meaned. When one recalls the Jewish name for the necropolis, Beth Hayim (House
of Life) or Beth Glam {Place of Eternal Rest). it is not surprising that there arc histo-
ric Jewish cemcteries which have been maintained for many centuries, Families and
communities honoured and cherished the memory of their predecessors, for to do
otherwise would have been nnseemly.

From the earliest times, Australian Jewish settlers were concerned to establish
places of worship and, also, hurial grounds. Thus it was that in 1853 Crown Grants
were made to Samuel Davis, Samuel Benjamin and Nathan Mandelson as Trustees for
the Jews of Goulburn numbering then about 100 persons, for the erection of a $yna-
gogue and School. No such building/s was ever erected and in 1891 the subject land
was resumed by the Crown for other purposes. In 1940 the Supreme Court, on the
application of the Trustees, being Messrs. John Goulston, Lewis George Cohen and
Orwell Phillips. ordered that a scheme be settled in respect of the dormant fund of
£2618/17/11. The Trustees advocated the establishment of a Hehrew School at North
Bondi where services would also be held on the High Festivals and certain Sabhaths,
[t is of interest, in passing, that Svdney B. Glass acted as Solicitor for the Trustees,
and P.J. Marks was amongst those who instructed Counsel.

Mr. 8J. Tazewell has outlined the history of the Goulburn Jewish Cemetery
which, unlike the synagogue and the school, was established, and included within
its grounds a small stone caretaker's cottage. When, in 1883, it was clear thar most
Jews had left the district, the Goulburn Hebrew Association, which had been re-
sponsible for the upkeep of the cemetery, remitted a sum of £400 to the Great Syna-
gogue, Sydney, requesting that the cemetery be kept in order. It is most regrettable,
however, that this little ground, the sole relic of a one time proud and active Jewish
community, became much neglected. It was not until 1943 thar 5.B. Glass was in-
strumental in the Court ordering that the Grear Synagogue should be the Trustee of
the Goulburn Jewish Cemetery.! A period of some 40 years has elapsed since that
date, during which time the process of neglect continued unabated until some
remedial steps were recently taken. Those nominated as Trustces were Saul Sy-
monds, Harry Lesnie and John Goulston. David J. Benjamin was the last surviving
Trustee, and the cemetery remained completely without Trustees when he died in
1961.7

Those who would wish to learn more of the significant role of Goulburn Jewry
in the carlier development of this southern tableland centre — beginning in the 'thir-
ties of the last century and including the later gold rush period of the ‘fifties —
would do well to consult the chapters of that history hy $.B. Glass in this Journal ?
In its earlier heyday Goulburn was always seen as a busy and bustling place, and it
was recognised that its Jewish citizens were prominent and closely identified with
the life and progress of the town. It is perhaps a little strange that no synagogue. as

I[ has been generally accepted by Jewish communities throughout their long his-
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Iy young Jewish community by world standards and it is sad to think thac this gener-
ation is letting its past be forgotten.”™'? Ar this time also, a local journalist and
historian, Jeanne Willis, who afterwiards addressed the Sydney members of the Aus-
tralian Jewish Historical Society on this subject, manifested a close interest in the
cemetery and in the Jewish pioneers of the district. She contributed an article in the
Evening Post under the caption. “"Concern For Site’".'* which carried illustrations
showing Alderman T. Lamarra and Mr. Bob Daly, chief health surveyor for the Goul-
burn City Council. inspecting some of the shattered headstones and *the remaing of
the former Jewish church laying in undergrowth’. The newspaper was actually
referring to the remaining foundations of the former caretaker’s cottage and chapel.
“In Goulburn there lies a field,”” Jeanne Willis remarked, “almost a potter’s field —
forgotten and uncared. Festooning the unkept, brambled ground are the last memo-
ries of the men and women who pioneered Goulburn.” Very small in number, as the
author went on to say, the Jewish community laid down the grass roots for the pi-
oneers that came after them. "Now, the broken headstones,'” she said., “'of these his-
tory mikers blow away as so much dust .. . dme and neglect must not be allowed
to crase their memories from the annals of Goulburn’s History.™

The present writer, in 1981, was urging the then President of the Great Synagogue
to tike some necessary measures for the protection of the cemetery and for the ap-
pointment of new Trustees. Similar action was being vrged by Dr. Mervyn Doobov
who had been a President of the Canberra Jewish community. He had already visited
the cemetery, together with Earle Hoffman of Canberra and Terry Newman of Syd-
ney, in 1978, He again inspected the site in 1981, accompanied by Alderman Lamar-
ra, and believed that there had been no desecration bevond that due to neglect and
the ravages of time. "'l earnestly ask.” Dr. Doobov said, “"that this matter not be al-
lowed to lapse now but that every effort be made o look after this acre that we, as
Jews, should be very proud of it.”"" Accordingly, and in consequence of the
representations made to it, agreement was reached between the Great Synagogue
and the Australian Jewish Historical Society regarding the sharing of the costs of
necessary work in restoration of the cemetery. A survey of the ground was done,
and more importantly, new Trustees, being Messrs. R.I. Rosenbluimn, Sidney Sinclair
O.B.E. and M.Z. Forbes, were duly appointed by Deed in 1982, 1t should be men-
tioned here that the appointment of new Trustees was also urged hy the Goulburn
City Council which, in 1980, bad resolved that enquiries be made as to what could
be done to prevent further deterioration of the Jewish cemetery.!'s

In May, 1983, Mrs. Annc Andrews, a member of the Great Synagogue, wrote to
Rabbi Apple regarding her visit to the cemetery, enclosing a set of colour photo-
graphs, which have been handed on to the Australian Jewish Historical Society. She
referred to the ground as heing “‘really part of a paddock where cattle and sheep
graze. The hroken headstones lie amongst the grass and brambles. A very sad sight
indeed!”” She was informed at the War Memorial Museum that the Jewish and Angli-
can cemeteries are the oldest in Goulburn. To reach the cemetery, she said, “turn
into Svdney Rd., off the Hume Highway just near tbe Willows Motel — tnrn into
Cromwell Rd. — then into Heatherington Rd., and continue until Chiswick Rd. —
go down Chiswick Rd. and take the first street on the left.”” The writer concluded
on an optimistic note: 'l am sure with many willing hands and a few weekends
away, the area could be returned to a place of dignity once more. ' However, it
was not until the next vear that the Trustees were able, when the conditions were
more suitable, to arrange for the ground to be cleared of noxious weeds and under-
growth. The Trustees were most fortunate in having the full support of Stephen J.
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at Goulburn. They had a small farm close to the city and they informed Mr. Tazewell
that thev, together with some other members of their B'nai B'rith group, would
volunieer to assist in the clearing of the ground. [t is sad to record, however, that
the Moulton property was itself completely burnt out during the bushfires of
February-March 1985.2

It was decided to erect a superior tvpe of stone fencing, on concrete foundations,
for the street frontage of the cemetery. The stone itself has been provided without
cost. [t became available from a Council demolition, from the property of a Mr. S,
Charles, and also from a demolition contractor, Mr. J. McClelland. The Apex Club
of Goulburn voluntarily assisted in some of the extraction and cartage of the stonc.
An unexpected hitch occurred when the stone mason suffered an injury precluding
him from doing the work, which was then placed in the hands of Brian Doyle &
Partners of Crookwell. Suitahle wrought iron gares were procured and these will be
located along the front of the ground. It is also understood that the Mayor and Coun-
¢il have promised to have appropriate trees and shrubs planted and to provide some
periodic maintenance, having regard to the historic significance of the cemctery.
Some pupils of 5t. Patrick’s College. Goulburn had alrcady assisted in clearing of the
ground — i gesture of care and goodwill which is gratefully acknowledged.

It is now expected that it will not be long before the restoration work is finally
completed 50 as to allow a rededication of the cemetery to take place. Although
there is little more that needs to be said about the deterioration and destruction that
developed over the last few decades, it is far more important, historically speaking,
and also by way of furure example. to record in some detajl the measures taken in
an cffort to save this significant cemetery from extinction. Only recently there was
published in 7he Jerusalem Post (International Edition), a short article by Stuart
Wasserman, “Jewish '49ers’" .22 The author wrote of the Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries
in the gold rush towns of California, now preserved and under the protection of the
commission for the Preservation of jewish Cemeteries and Landmarks of the Judah
L. Magnes Muscum in Berkeley. The Jews of these townships would have had much
in common with the pioneers of Goulburn's Jewry. The Director of the Museum
points to an important aspect justifying the preservation of these cemeteries: *One
of the anti-Semitic notions about Jews is they don’t take part in the difficulty, but
only come along afterwards to take advantage. Here are examples of Jews involved
from the beginning in the building of modern California.” The same kind of com-
ment may appropriately be made with respect to the former Jewish community of
Goulburn, many of whose representatives were prominent in the history of their
rown, contriburing to its growth and sharing alike in the hazards and difficulties of
those times. For this reason, as well as others, a burial ground such as tbat at Goul-
burn has an obvious heritage value for an Australian Jewish community. It is, how-
ever, a reflection upon the community that it accords little priority to the
conservation of its history and heritage, satisfied to allow the burden and responsi-
bility to be borne largely by the Trustees and by an organization such as the Aus-
tralian Jewish Historical Society, without providing sufficient support to enable
them to carry out the necessary tasks. The Socicty, together with the Trustees of the
Cemetery, have been most fortunate that the people of the City of Goulburn are so
aware of their heritage, anxious that the burial ground of their Jewish pioneers
should be preserved. One is here mindful of the familiar text, “then shall relief and
dediverance arise to th Jews from another place’. (Est. 4:14.)

There is little, and in some instances virtuaily nothing, known about some of
those buried in the Goulburn cemetery. It is therefore desirable to add a few notes
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Hotel fame became a storekeeper at Bungendore. The only other conceivable expla-
nation would be that both these gentlemen were to be found in Bungendore at about
the same time. The Solomon Moses, who had left the township of Queenbeyan, in
1851 opened the Victoriz Stores at Bungendore. That village then numbered only
63 persons and there were not more than a few hundreds in the district, so that it
was not surprising that Moses™ enterprise remained subject to much difficuley, Of
him, the historian Lea-Scarlert writes, it was his continuing struggles that gave the
only subtle hint of permanency in an unstable environment™ . % In 1852 the Victoria
Stores were flooded, and in the following year Moses opened new premises, the
‘Bechive” Store, business remaining unsteady. When, in 1854, gold was found at
Bungendore, Moses advertised: “'Save at least 2/- in the £ — Remember — ‘by saving
vour Silver you are sure to find Gold™.*! In 1859 he opened, next to the Store, the
‘Beehive” Hotel in substantial stone premises. The opening occasion was accompa-
nied by gentlemen’s and ladies’ races. free ball and supper., and fireworks, Despite
alt these efforts, competition was too much and business was uncertain. Moses ap-
parcily fell into bankruptcy. During the week following his tragic death, Moses’
Hotel at Bungendore was advertised as being, To Let, and in full trade on the main
Southern road to the Snowy River Diggings.#* The building contained 19 large
rooms and commanded the whole of the rraffic o Kiandra.

solomon Moses of Bungendore, on 5 November 1856, was married at the Sydney
symagogue by Rev. Dr. Hoelzel to P, Levey, daughter of A.). Levey.s* A daughter was
born to them on 19 February 1858 at the Bechive Store, Bungendore. ™ On 17 May,
1860 their son was born at the same store % Moses™ death, age 31, was duly notified
in the Press. e

The newspapers reported that on 20 October 1860 there happened “another of
those fatal accidents frequently occurring during wet season in our flooded creeks’,
another “melancholy affair”. 47 Solomon Moses had left his home ar Bungendore for
Braidwoaod. When crossing the Deep Creek his borse suddenly sank, and although
the horse escaped unscathed and was found straying a few days later, Moses was
swept away and drowned. The body of the deceased was recovered upstream. it be-
ing reported that the burial would take place in the Jewish cemetery at Towrang,
adjoining Goulburn. Solomon Moses feft a widow and one child. He wus said to have
been 32 vears old and a resident at Bungendore for many years. The news of this
accident was conveyed to David Davis of Goulburn and an Inquest was held at Bun-
gendore. The funeral was “well and respectably attended .

One of several infant children buried in the cemetery was Mark Elgin Davis who
died in june 1860, then only 13 months of age, son of David Davis of Old Commer-
cial Stores, Goulburn. Mr. Tazewell has also referred to the grave of Louis Mandel-
son, another infant, youngest son of Emanuel and Caroline Mandelson. 38

Lydia Collins. wife of Joseph Collins, who was a leading member of Goulburn's
Jewish community and prominent in public affairs, died on 15 March 1862, aged
37 years, She was married at the York Street Synagogue in 1847 and was the mother
of six children. The genealogy of the Collins family has been the subject of a special
article in the Journal. Lydia’s brother, Abrabam Marks, was in business on the Lamb-
ing Flars and Forbes goldfields. and on learning of the death of Mrs. Collins, he ar-
ranged for Minyan to be held. As a contemporary newspaper stated, Marks “went
around among the portion of the Jewish family residing in Forbes, who assembled
together for praver morning and evening for several days after the melancholy intel-
ligence was received™™ 3 As to Joseph Collins — who had been a treasurer of the
Goulburn Hebrew Association and later an Alderman of the City — he was one of
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cver. Henry Isaac Caro was interred in the Jewish cemetery at Towrang. The
headstone indicated the Hebrew name. Zevi ben Yitzhak, died 4 Tishri, 5638.

Louis Mandelson, an old resident, age 71 years, died at Kenmore in 1909, In addi-
tion to that which Mr. Tazewell mentions, Mandelson was known as a man with an
abundant sense of humour. He had been a member for many yvears of Goulburn's
Sons of Temperance. His desire was that he should be buried in the Jewish ceme-
tery.2? Tt should be added that Mandelson had known and befriended the strange
character, Leopold Weissherger, who predeceased Mandelson, in Goulburn, by 21
vears. With regard o Weissberger, of whom Glass wrote at some length, it appears
that he was buricd by an Anglican minister. but no record estublishes the actual place
of burial. Though no evidence is availuble, one way or the other, Glass thought that,
VA tempting suggestion is that Weissberger was buried in the Jewish cemcetery by the
Anglican clergyman™ 5¢ Yet. as in life, so also in his death, any discussion on the sub-
ject of Weissherger ts clonded by doubts and speculation,

Nathan Mandelson, who was a long time resident of Goulburn and one of its best
known citizens, died on 3 July, 1867, aged about 62 years. He had earlier relin-
quished his hotel business in the town and left for Sydney where he acted as a gener-
al commission agent and as a purveyor of wines and spirits.! Prior to his departure
a4 number of Mandelson’s co-religionists, in 1854, met ar Samuel Davis™ Australian
Stores to present their friend with a testimonial, a “splendid gold watch and chain®™,
drinking his health at a champagne supper.® Mandelson was active in Jewish affairs
in Sydney. occupying the position, in 1862, of President of the York Street Syna-
gogue. He later returned to Goulburn where he resumed his former hotel interests.
The news of his sudden deatb, it was said, cast “"quite a gloom over the town'", The
deccased was a widower with a large family grown up. It was stated thar he was “'en-
tircly free of enemies’™. A Masonic service was conducted by Chaplain Ross prior to
the transfer of the body to Sydney for burial 53

Work on the burial ground is now in its final stages, the tocal Press recently
reporting a4 UCemetery Facelift’”™ with the construction of the stone wall in Long
Street. ™ Some funds will be rquired to defray building ¢osts and future maintenance.
Visitors on and around the City's silent Sentinel on Rocky Hill will see below the
newly erected wall — its stones themselves old — of the small cemetery. The wall,
and the ground which it surrounds, will become a further symbol of a city’s heritage.
Most of the stones have been salvaged from a wall which stood in Church Street, be-
hind the old Brackley Cottage. Bearing in mind the help voluntarily given from vari-
ous circles in Goulburn, the restoration work can he seen to be, in a sense, an
ccumenical project. There may perhaps be some who will question this restorative
effort, claiming that the result is not truly authentic. It has to be appreciated, bow-
cver, that natural forces, together with man’s action and inaction, inevitably pro-
duce marked changes in the environment. Nonetheless, conservationists, including
those who know and understand the history of their pacticular environment, are
acutcly mindful of their role and responsibility . Appropriate and necessary decisions
have to be made, based on “'heritage interpretation’. This, in itself, has so aptly been
described as 'an exercise in relevance as well as accuracy, in credibility as well as
truth’’. These remarks of David Lowenthal, in the course of a keynote address, are
most apposite and worthy of notice:

“The public beritage of any society should reflect a natural and cultural past as linde falsi-

ficd as professionals can make it, but also one that connects fruitfully with its inheritors, a

legaey they will wish both to enjoy and 1o hand down to their descendants with their own
alterations and additions.”™s3
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one notes that the Jewish communities, for example, at Launceston, Geelong,
Forbes. Maitland and Toowaoomba built permanent Synagogue as well as providing
local cemeteries. In avoiding any unjustified adverse conclusions, it is still fair and
desirable that the historian, in the case of Goulburn, should raise these questions.
In the meantime, judging these pioncers charitably, Lkaf Zecos. the superstructure
of a comprehensive history of New South Wales Jewry will be firmly based if the
foundations are thoroughly excavated. As in the case of the Goulburn community,
there remains scope for further researches by the historiographer who should take
note of data, and adopt an approach, which will also be meaningful for readers who
are themselves members of a Jewish communiry.

l.
- srxel Geeen held a Power of Attorney of 1958 from D], Benjamin in respect to the land; Letrer
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The Brothers Cohen — Unlauded Entrepreneurs

by Lynette Ramsay Silver.

o establish the day to day [ife of the central character, a mineralogist William

Tipple Smith, as well as reconstruct the mineral background of the time. Using
old directories, maps. drawings, first hand recollections of individuals and personai
advertisements placed in the newspapers of the period, it was possible to locate the
businesses of some of the key figures in the story.

Two of W.T. smith's contemporaries, the hrothers Cohen, were such key figures,

We are told by several people of the period of the existence of a gold-
smith/jeweller in Sydney’s George Street North in the early 1840s, Provided that the
time frame and address arc accurate. the jeweller concerned must have been Mosely
Maoss Cohen, who first surfaced in the business sense in 1830, working from rented
premises above a Svdney shop. Using sitver dollars we are told he managed to create
a silver salver which wus presented to Major Innes after being displayed to the pub-
lic.! In 1832, Moselv married Caroline Pendray? and then estahlished himself at 3
Dennnark Place, George Street, making and mending jewellery, repairing watches
and musical boxes, and selling a choice selection of fashionable dress ornaments as
well as the vsual jewellery lines 3

The husiness was undoubtedly prosperous for Cohen accumulated property in-
cluding an orchard at Burwood which he leascd for the time being. In 1836 he
moved his business into George Street Norih where he continued to both sell and
repair all manner of jewcllery items. Whilst M.M. Cohen was establishing the busi-
ness on the new site, a fellow jeweller/mineralogist William Tipple Smith, was doing
likewise. Although it has not been possible to ascertain whether the two men actual-
ly shared the same building. they must have been no more than two doors away
from one another. since both described the location of the respective shops as being
“dircctly opposite the bank of Auvstralasia’ s

This particular George Street site was just south of Bridge Streer, adjeining the old
lumber yvard. where the Metropolitan Hotel now stands.

Smith’s shop had been formerly occupied by James Tegg, the publisher, who had
arrived aboard the “James Craig” in 1832, In April 1986, the shops of Smith and Co-
hen were still standing, the sole survivor of Svdney's pre-1837 commercial
buildings.®

By the 1830s Svdney had at last begun 1o take on the look of a substantial town
— roads were properly laid our and huildings were of more solid construction,
replacing the flimsy erections of the previous years. The shops of Smith and Cohen
faced the impressive Bank of Australasia which stood on the western side of George
street. To the rear ran the Tank Stream, on its way to Svdney Harbour. spanned by
asmall bridge nearhy which gave its name to the street. Further up Bridge Street was
the Colonial Secrerary’s residence and beyond that stood several windmills interupt-
ing the skyline. 1t was in this environment of change from the temporary to the more
permanent that Smith and Cohen now sought to establish themselves. Cohen's rela-
tively peaceful existence was apparently disturbed by the entry into the business
world of Joel John Cohen. the widowed husband of Masely's sister Rebecea.” Shortly

! s part of the historical research for my book A Fool's Gold?, it was imperative
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tempt to stimulate some action from the government. Cohen even went so far as to
personally escort McGregor on several oceasions to the surveyor general's office for
questioning, apparently withour result, for there was no official action taken. '+ By
December 1843, after a fruitless campaign, lasting well over a year, to have the sur-
veyor general, Sir Thomas Mitchell take an interest, he managed to have the
newspupers stir up some publicity by repaorting his gold activities in the press.'s The
newspaper announced that Cohen had purchased gold from a shepherd and with the
help of his young son Moses, had washed the specimen and meited the gold down,
@ job which eurned the lad one shilling. ' Perhaps it was this gold which Edward
used to fashion a ring for Queen Victoria, and which Sir Thomas Mitchell, home-
ward hound for England, promised to deliver to Her Most Gracious Majesty, along
with the information that it was the produce of the colony. What Queen Victoria
thought of this gift is not known, for Cohen's generosity was never acknowledged '?

Cohen was persistent. His advice unheeded by Mitchell, he also tried to interest
members of the Legislative Assembly in McGregor's gold and also tried to gain title
ter the land where it had been found. at Mitchell's Creek, near Wellington. ' He failed
disnilly. The Legislative Asscmbly had a vested interest in maintaining the status
quo'™ and the government eventually declared, ar a much later date, the fand Cohen
sought a "gold reserve’ .2 Despite petitions by his widow as late as 1851, the Cohen
family henefited not one serap from Edward's efforrs. Cohen himself died in Oc-
tober 1847 and was never 1o know that his information would he proved correct
in 2 matter of weeks. 2!

One hundred and fifty years have passed since Mosely Cohen, full of hope and ¢n-
thusiasm, faunched his successful business venture. In the normal course of history,
such an ordinary event would have passed unnoticed and gone unrecorded. The
more enterprising cfforts of his brother to publicise gold arce buried away in govern-
ment files. Had Edward Cohen lived, he may have been able to have gained some
benefit from his initiatives and attained a more prominent part in history. Mosely
M. Cohen would undoubtedly have faded into almost total obscurity had he not PoOs-
sessed the quietly dignified entrepreneurial style to realise that the universal lan-
guage of gold “speaks’, and speaks loud and long, with or without the help of man,
The call was heeded by his fellow businessman, the mineralogist William Tipple
smith. who, putting a mineraiogical two and two together, later went on to discover
an enormous payable goldfield at Ophir i late 1847.

But that my friends, is quite another story. 2

NOTES

1. Newspuper accounts credit the sulvere to MM, Cohen. However the historian Hawkins credits
the making of the picee 1o H. Cohen; Australian Stlver. 1800-1900, pp. 16, 18,

20 Sydney Morning Herale. 22111832

50 cAwstrafian 3151833

4. dbid 3.3.1842

5. A Fools Gold? LR Silver fooinote 30 Chapter 1.

6. Under demolition order 1986 to make way for a 31 storey office block.

T Svdaey Morning Hevald 139 1832,

8 Ibid 22.6.1843

V. thid [1.7 1844

11, The first exhibition in a refined state was that of Lhowsky, vide Silver op. cit. p 3.

11 The Forefathers, 1.8, Levi, pp.29-30.

120 Syduey Morning Herald 4.8 1840

13, Thid 22.06. 1844

14 A full account of the dction taken by Cohen is in Colonial Secretary Letters, Esther D, Brocksalyn,
July 5 1851






Hargraves’ ‘‘Mishter Cohen’’
A Prelude To The Goldrushes

by M.Z. Forbes, B.A., LL.B.

Lynette Silver urging the preservation of certain premises standing since the

‘thirties of the last century in George Street, Svdney, near Bridge Street. The
writer of the letter mentioned that the premises had once been occupied by Mosely
M. Cohen, i jewelier who had there exhibited, perhaps for the first time in Sydney,
specimens of gold found some years prior to the famous discoveries in 1851 by Har-
graves. | then made contact with Mrs. Silver who kindly invited me to the official
opening. on 8 May last, of the GOLD exhibition at the Geological & Mining Museum
where, at the same time, her new hook, 4 Fool's Gold?, was launched. The book
tells of the finding of payable gold by William Tipple Smith, an unassuming mineral-
ogist whose role has long been unrecognised. Further, Mrs. Silver readily accepted
my suggestion that she contribute an item to this Jowrral regarding Moscly Cohen
and others who may have been involved in this early gold saga. It will be scen that
the brothers, Mosely Moss Cohen, and, probably more particularly, Edward Daniel
Cohen, both fill & small lacuna. worthy of notice, in the history of the Jews in the
carlier days of settlement in the Colony of New South Wales.

Although there had been evidence of several findings of gold since 1823 and
thereafter in the region West of the Blue Mountains, and especially around the
Bathurst districts, Governor Sir George Gipps believed that search for the precious
metal would disadvantage the Colony during a period of serious depression. When-
ever reports reached the Government of findings of small quantities of gold, the offi-
cial policy of the administration was to maintain secrecy and to discourage the
public from scarching for gold. Onc of the fossickers was the shepherd, Hugh
McGregor, who was employed on the pastoral lands of Nanima station, near Wel-
lington, These extensive boldings, until about 1849, were then under lease from the
owner of the property, Joseph Barrow Montefiore. Of McGregor himself, only a few
hare facts are recorded, and not even the catalogues of the Mitchell Lihrary contain
any entry furnishing clues and data for the historian. McGregor had found gold in
the arca of Mitchell's Creek and seems to have regularly forwarded samples to Syd-
ney. He was at first a poor man. “Of course™, said a writer, "“if he were rich he
would not have been minding sheep.”'!t The secret of his discoveries leaked out.
McGregor had mined a quartz vein which became worked out, and he eventually left
the district.

Having regard to the puucity of information relating to McGregor including the
secrecy with which he and others went about their gold searches, it is not surprising,
also, that untif now writers have not been concerned to identify those with whom,
in Sydney, McGregor had dealings. Thus, in a recent publication, The Cradie Of A
Neation, the author states: “From 1846, MeGregor made regular trips to Sydney, sell-
ing his gold to Cohen’s jewellery in George Street. There soon remained few people
who had not heard of the mysterious shepherd.”? Writing on this same subject, a
modern historian has quoted from the Batburst Free Press, as follows: A little tem-
porary curiosity would occasionally be excited whenever the news was spread

E;lrl_\' this year there appeared a short leteer in the Sydney Morning Herald by
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jewellers, including Edward Daniel Cohen’s “City Hall of Arts” known hy its two
“mechanical clocks™ and the large mirror at the end of the shop.

When writing on "' Jewish Voters in Sydney’s First Election” )" which was held on
I November 1842 when ceriain citizens were permitted o vote in the ¢lection for
the City of Svdney, E.S. Marks drew attention to the Jewish names in the Citizen Lists
published in the Sydmrey Morning Herald. Marks compiled therefrom two Lists. in
List A he included names of those recorded in the first report of the York Street Syn-
agogue, 1845, or, the names of fathers of Jewish children in a Census of 1846 pre-
pared under direction of the synagogue Board. In that List Marks included, “ Daniel
FE. Cohen, shop, King Street™. " noting that Cohen was specified in the list of
scatholders and subscribers to the Synagogue. He could have added, bowever, that
the same Cohen was also indicated in the ahovementioned Census as being the par-
ent, together with his wife, Esther, of Moses Cohen, born at Sydney on 20 March
i8-11."* But, Marks further compiled, in his List B, the names of citizens suggesting
the strongest prohability that they were in fact Jews. In that shorrer List was includ-
ed the name of Moscly Moss Cohen. “house and shop, George Street.” " In the Jour
ral he seems to have received at least one mention. or rather, in the reprint of the
1845 Report of the York Street Synagogue where M.M. Cohen's name is listed
amongst those who made contributions to the Sydney Synagogue of Articles used in
the performance of Divine Service. Cohen’s gift was an Eight-day Clock. ™

In the abovementioned Report of 1845, E.ID. Cohen is shown as being a Synagogue
scatholder Member and also as being a donor of money towards the building ex-
penses of the Svnagogue. 'S Again, in the Report of the Synagogue for 1847 Edward
Cohen is included in the names of those holding seats.'® Ten vears previously, when
he was at Port Macquarie, Daniel Cohen, as the York Street Marriage Register
records, there married Esther [saacs.!” He commenced business in 1840 at Windsor,
but by 1842 he removed to 5 West King Street, Sydney.'"® Two years later Cohen was
estublished at the Ciey Hall of Arts, 392 George Street, Svdney. He inserted advertise-
ments in the Svdney Press, some of which were obviously designed to attract atten-
tion: "FORGET ME NOT — When you want yvour watches repaired, as they will be
well done, and to the appointed time — REMEMBER The immense Stock of Specta-
cles. 1 His deatch ar the above address at his residence in George Street was notified
in 1847, il being stated that Daniel Cohen was then aged 45 vears, formerly of Liver-
pool.2®

The Cumberland Times And Western Advertiser, which was printed in Parramat-
ta, carricd a small news item in 1845, that E.ID. Cohen was exhibiting a specimen
of virgin gold which was stated to be in its pure state, and on melting down, is
found to be the purest gold. "' Relevant references appear in the last Chapter of Aus-
fradian Genesis where the opening words appropriately read: “*The first Chapter in
the History of European Sertlement in Australia begins with exile and ends with
gold. 22 0t was true, indeed, that the ex Jewish convict, E.D. Cohen, was onc of the
first to publicise the discovery of gold in Australia, even before Hargraves came on
the seene and started the goldrush of 1851, The Mitchell Library Manuscripts con-
rain a Postcard, apparently in the handwriting of Moses Cohen, son of Daniel Cohen,
to which is also attached a photograph of Moses Cohen. It may be questioned, per-
haps, whether the latter had a personal recollection of the matter about which he
wrote, many years later, seeing that the event in question took place when Moses
Cohen would have been a child, aged no more than 4 or 5 years. After stating that
gold was discovered by the shepherd, McGregor, in 1844 and 1843, Cohen went on
to write that McGregor sold “'to my Father, E.D. Cohen, watchmaker and jeweller,
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vid de sheeps, dat isht vonce a year, always bringht de gold and sells it you

sce to Mishter Cohen, Mishter Cohen sell two three pieces to Sir Thomas

Mitchell, and Mr. Clarke the gemmologist buy some too. "2
Hargraves® attitude towards jews, which emerges from the above remarks., may not
have been o exeeptional in the social climate of those times,* though it should
also he said that such comments do not refiect credibly on one who constantly
demanded recognition, often demeaning and disregarding others who merited con-
sideration. ““Mishter Cohen’™ was, of course, Daniel Cohen, and this evidence fur-
nished by Hargraves, ¢stabiishes beyond any argument that Cohen, in his dealings
with McGregor, by exhibiting gold in his business premises. and by his contacts with
the Surveyor General, Sir Thomas Mitchell, plaved a significant role —- even if a rela-
tively minor one — in promoting the search for gold prior to the onset of the rush
a few years later.

Mosely Moss Cohen was reported to have retired from his Sydney business in
1843;3" and there is no indication from the Directories that he afterwards resumed
his jewellery business. However, with reference to the general excitement immediate-
ly generated in 1851 by Hargraves® discoveries, Professor Manning Clark’s History
mentions a few of the popular reactions to the stirring events of the day, including,
for example, ‘Have you seen a magnificient specimen of virgin gold in the jeweller’s
window in George Street?'32 If, indeed, there was such an exhibition of gold in 1851,
then. without now pursuing the matter further, there were at that time rwo well
known jewellers in George Street, namely, J.J. Cohen & Sons, Temple of Fashion, 479
George St. North, and Cohen & Co. of 491 George St. North.* Either of these estab-
lishments may have been the scene of a gold display in 1851.

The information wbich has been uncovered by Lynette Silver, as well as by my
own researchers. adds a lictle flesh and blood to the isolated references which have
hitherto heen available. The story of Daniel Cohen, and perhaps others o, fills a
niche in the events which finally led up to the dramatic goldrushes. Cohen and
McGregor, in their motual dealings, were well known to each other. McGregor's fos-
sickings, in that very region near Ophir. which was the scene and focus of the first
Australian goldrush resulting from Hargraves’ explorations, contributed to some of
the subsequent discoveries. These goldrushes, of course, had an extraordinary im-
pact on colonial society and the economy. when migrants, in their thousands, were
drawn to Australia by the lure of gold. This same large scale immigration substantial-
Ivaugmented the Jewish population. thereby adding new vigour to the small pioneer
Jewish communirties. Wich few exceptions, the historian has been contented with
broad surveys, occasionally examining movements and institutions, and sometimes
a history, though it may supply useful source materials, is crammed full of data, the
writer not pausing to follow up interesting and fascinating sidelights. Again, the ex-
ceptions proving to be the rule, there has been but little Australian Jewish biography,
and biographical details of many lesser figures — not without significance — are sel-
dom noticed. “The time has come’, as a leading historian has observed, *'to think
of Australia as men and people. not 1s [and and resources.”'* The human aspects of
Australian Jewish history, in which individuals are seen to have made worthy contri-
butions without them being fully conscious of the value of their efforts, merits fur-
ther and closer study. The historian would do well to include within his purview
of the golden “fifties the roles of a simple shepberd, McGregor, of Daniel Cohen, a
Sydney jeweller whom contemporary writers would ot have noticed ¢xcept, per-
haps, to relegate him 1o the "Ten Lost Tribes™, and of William Tipple Smith who pro-
vides a challenge to the myth that Hargraves was the sole discoverer of payable gold,
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THE SELF-MADE ANTHROPOLOGIST
(A life of A.P. Elkin)

by Tigger Wise
Sydney, Allen & Unwin, 1985

versity. member of the University Senate; a well-known name in Sydney for

decades. But how many knew how wide was his influence? From grand
designs like International House, the newest residence of its time on the Sydney Uni-
versity campus to house students of differenr denominations and nationalities, to
suggestions for signs to indicate the presence of marked pedestrian crossings on
roads. Those two trousered legs on a yellow background at every pedestrian cross-
ing were Elkin's suggestion from signs he had scen in Sri Lanka.

A cold. intensely private man, he was financially a4 wizard. Behind his prim clergy-
man’s image and adtitude, who would have guessed that his grandfather was Moses
Elkin, who with his wife, Deborah, was sent to New Zealand in the middle of last
century by the Chief Rabbi to become Minister of Emily Place Synagogue in Auck-
land? For fifteen years they laboured to keep the congregation viable, but finally
returned to England dispirited. Their son Rheuben had left home earlier and finally
came to Singleton in New South Wales where he married Ellen Bower and had a son,
Adolphus Peter Elkin.

Uknew Elkin as an Emeritus Professor lecturing on Pre-bistory and the Aborigines
in the anthropology course ar Sydney University in the 1960s. An elderly man, his
lectures were dry and humourless but full of intricate detail. His attitude to the
Aborigines — narrow, looking back to their position in Australian society as he had
scen them in the 1920s. In short, he seemed a one-dimensional man.

I'approached this book with interest to find out something abour the man, and
found it so well written that he became a fully three-dimensional figure before 1 had
read a quarter of the hook. It is a fascinating insight into the private and public life
as well as the emotions and experiences of the man, He comes alive from his First
cuthusiasm as an inexperienced young man, to the final birter committee struggles
as an old wily "numbers™ man.

Tigger Wise, who followed the trail of Elkin’s life through his papers, from speak-
ing to his family and friends and from reading many background hooks, has done
an excellent job with what could have been very dry material. Elkin was apparently
a very meticulous man; there must have been a great deal of chaff to sort through.
she follows his philosophical development and makes us part of it. She ably places
us in the correct time zones by brief references to contemporary events outside
Elkin's obsession with anthropology. She has cleverly introduced now well-known
people who had dealings with Elkin and yet presented them in their time as young
fledglings — Stephen Roberts, Jack McEwen, Paul Hasluck.

It is a book that one can indulge in nostalgically. After all, Elkin's life spanned
nearly nine decades during which many exciting events occurred in Australia and
he took part in many of them.

Tigger Wise puts many homely touches in drawing thumbnail sketches of the
many characters in this biography. She highlights peoples™ weight, little habits, par-

mec.-;snr Elkin, first Australian-born Professor of Anthropology at Sydney Uni-
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ticular facial features. She uses her source material well, sometimes weaving it unob-
trusively into her text, sometimes using it surprisingly, bringing the man and his era
truly alive. She even uses such ephemeral objects as dinner menus and conference
lapel tags in this ingenious manner, while mention of meat safes and the unfinisbed
arches of the Sydney Harbour Bridge place scenes in their right times.

If you knew the man, it throws a floodlight on his character; if vou didn’t, the
book is worth reading for the influence that Elkin had on comtemporary events in
anthropology and Aboriginal affairs over five decades.

Technically, the book is well presented. The chapters have catchy titles as they
carry the reader from decade to decade, the photographs are interesting with brief
notes beneatb them. The sources and notes section is scholarly detailed and the in-
dex {mostly of names) is precisely listed.

My only criticism of this most readable book would be a feeling that the autbor’s
obvious sympathies for Elkin in the beginning turn sour towards the end.

Helen Bersien

VOICES OF JACOB, HANDS OF ESAU: JEWS IN AMERICAN
LIFE AND THOUGHT

by Stephen J. Whitfield, Archon Books, 1984

€€ omposed out of a certain wonder at the paradox of so ancient and fragile
a people replenishing itself in the social flux of the United States.”
Stephen Whitfield has gathered and introduced a collection of his own
articles and review essays published between 1979-82.

Any student of American history will warm to essays on the Jews and the South,
the Trade Union movement and performing comedy. The collective attempt to
rcconcile Judaism and the American experience may be full of complexity and ten-
sion but has vielded mutual rewards. The United States is the ultimate paradox; her
distinctive national character is a “"nation of nations™'. Jews have nurtured the para-
dox. They have shared in every wave of immigration and then adjusted their voice
and customs. They are free to submerge or to interact with the larger group. Isaac
Stern explained the first exchange of classical musicians: ‘they send us their Jews
from Odessa. and we send them our Jews from Odessa™.

One gets dizzy remembering how many Jewish performers, or their parents, have
changed their names. Did you know that Lauren Bacall {nee Beity Persky) is a cousin
of the former Prime Minister of Israel, Shimon Peres (ne Persky)? Somehow it seems
proper that Irving Berlin should compose "*White Christmas™ and Allen Ginsberg
should describe himself as a “"Buddhist Jewish pantheist™. Israel Zangwill and the
chief character of his play, "'The Melting Pot™" (1908} were outspoken Jews with a
message for all mankind.

The Jewish input may take strange and subtle transformations in “'the legacy of
Radicalism™, Most, as individuals, are unobscrvant, even ignorant. However, the
dogma, Messianism and bookishness of their tradition may seek a substitute or out-
let. They know Hillel's Golden Rule and his call to serve, even if they have forgotten
his name. They have absorbed the role models of priest, scholar, wanderer and
guilty son. Theories of “*status deprivation’” are insufficient because other minorities
provide such a different outcome,

S0 many scholars have tried to explain Humour that it is no longer funny. A rich
Jewish tradition has developed it as shield and opiate, and America’s Hollywood and

.
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vaudeville houses have provided ready employment. The Jewish comedians run
from A ro Z, from Allen and Benny 1o Youngman and Zero (Mostel). The verbal flair
of Jules Feiffer and Woody Allen has a Jewish source. You don't have to be Jewish
or Yiddish-speaking to appreciate the tonal suhtleties of Leo Rosten’s The Joys of
Yidelish, although he enters this book in his professional capacity as a sociologist
and pioneering student of the media.

Anti-Jewish prejudice has appeared in the South but Whitfield finds it unsystemat-
ic and shallow. Perhaps it has been deflected elsewhere in ways known to other
countrics. The region’s Jews have been few and adaptable and find affinity with the
true Southerner’s sense of family, place and tradition. On its tree-lined way to Tu-
lane University, New Orleans, where T took my doctorate. the St Charles Avenue
tram passcd the Jewish Community Centre and two synagogues. Jews were promi-
nent, but not too prominent, among the Grehestra Committee, the doctors and Gar-
den District mansions. The community has produced the noted author, Lillian
Hellman, and the philosopher, James Feibleman, who stll taught 2t Tulane. It was
old, well-established and never more than 10,000 people. They were visible but
very much part of the South.

A flourishing community in colonial Newport, Rhode Island, erected the first Sy1-
agogue in the United States in 1763 which stifl stands as a splendid cxample of the
classical Georgian style. The poct, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, visiting the Jew-
ish cemetery ca. 1850 wrote: “The groaning earth in travail and in pain/ Brings forth
its races, but does not restore,/ And the dead narions never rise again.”” Whitfield
quotes and deems him a bad prophet, for Jewry has flourished in the United States
and @ new community was later formed in Newport.

But Longfellow in another stanza writes: “Gone are the living, but the dead re-
main./ And not neglected: for a hand unseen./ Scattering its bounty, like a summer
rain./ Sull keeps their graves and their remembrance green.'” It is the task of the
historian to explain the “hand unseen™ and why Jewish communities in the Di-
aspora survive, adapt and are replenished.

L.E. Fredman

PHILLIP BLASHKI — A VICTORIAN PATRIARCH
by Gael Hammer, P Blasbki & Sons Pty Limited 1986

his is Gael Hammer's first publishcd book, but her name is well known

amongst A J.H.5. members for her interest in historical and family documenta-

tion. She has had several papers published on the subject, and delivered a
paper on the life of the artist Miles Evergood (Myer Blashki). the eleventh child of
the Blashki family. The author is also a member of this extended family being one
of the cighty-eight great-grandchildren of Hannah and Phillip Blashki.

In compiling such a book and the arduous task of rounding up the descendants
of this long standing Australian family, Gael Hammer genealogically embraces a time
span of 128 years and seven generations. The result is more than dry factual account-
ing of who-begat-who (although there is, for the general reader, perhaps more than
cnough). What emerges as a raison d'etre for such detailed research is a picture of
the life and character of the founding figures. set against a changing backdrop of
Australian ¢conomic conditions and social mores. After all, the founding of the
Blashki family almost coincided with the founding of Melbourne. Hannah and Phil-
lip arrived (from Poland via England) in 1858, only two vears after Victoria was
separated from N.S. W,
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their Golden Wedding Anniversary in 1907, To this ¢vent the prodigal son, Mycer
{now established as the artist Miles Evergood), sent a beautifully framed sepia photo
of one of his acclaimed paintings from New York. However, as he had married out
of the faith, this gesture did not melt his father's heart. He was still considered an
embarrassment to the family and disinherited.

Fram the day Phillip and Hannah Blashki arrived in Austradia to the present day,
there have heen about 500 descendants who have made their mark in commerce,
professions, academic posts, and generally contributed to the economic and cultural
growth of Australia, U.S.A., Europe. South Africa and Israel. The firm of P. Blashki
and Sons, which is still in operation. has existed for 128 of Victoria’s 151 years. thus
making it, indeed. one of the oldest firms in Australia.

The book includes a Roll of Honour of those who have served or died for their
country in war. Those who perished in the Holocaust appear in independent genea-
logical charts that puncruate the narrative.

Ruth Faerber
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he Annual General Meeting of the Society, held on 10 December 1985, was
I notable for the major changes of office bearers. Mr. Forbes, who had been
president for the past 12 years, retired and Rabbi Apple was elected the
Sociery's 6th president. The founding president, in 1938, was Percy Joseph Marks,
the prime mover and initiator of the Society, who held office until his death in 1941.
He was followed in fairly quick succession by Arthur W. Hyman and Ernest 8. Marks
— the brother of Percy Marks, and a former Lord Mayvor of Sydney. On the death
of Ernest Marks in late 1947, Rabbi Porush assumed the presidency. holding office
for 26 years until he left Sydney in 1974 to live in Melbourne. He then became a pa-
tron of the Society, Mr. M.Z. Forbes, wbo has been associated with the Society for
33 years, took on the dual office of president/editor. Now he retires from the
presidency to continue the important work of editing our Journal and to become the
first to officially hold the office of past president. This meant there would be other
changes: Clive Kessler joined Rabbi Dr. A, Fahian as co-vice-president, and the result
of nominations received indicated thar there would be five resignations from the
committee — Terry Newman, Nancy Keesing, Rabbi Brian Fox and Clive Kessler
{(who was to become a co-vice-president). The new committee now comprises Anne
Andgel, Dennis Bluth, Sophie Caplan, Gael Hammer, Godfrey Lee. Bruce Le
Bransky, Neville Levien and Suzanne Rutland. Helen Bersten remains honorary ar-
chivist. The constitution was altered at the meeting to establish the office of past
president.

At the Annual Meeting Mr. Forbes read an address the text of which was subse-
quently to be an annexure to our Newsletter (No. 3), issued in Januvary, 1986. Rabhi
Apple was later to say that as president, he did not intend making any radical change
in the Society’s long-established and well-tried policies and patterns, but that “the
style and emphasis may differ and every endeavour will be made, especially as Aus-
tralia and with it Australian Jewry approaches the Bicentennial, to arouse new
awareness of the history of Jews and Judaism in this part of the world™'. Books were
donated to Mr. Forbes and to the Society in honour of his term as president.

The speaker at the Annual General Meeting was Myer Samra, reading his paper,
“The Politics Of Immigration — Sephardi Jews In Australia. " This paper was based
largely on oral histories taken from members of Sydney’s Sephardi community. It
was prepared in the Department of Anthropology at the University of Sydney, and
it examined the ways in which Sephardi Jews sought to overcome the restrictive
policies they found when arriving in Australia from Asia, to establish themselves
within the Jewish community here.

At the meeting, the announcement was made that the Heritage Council of New
South Wales had placed an interim conservation order on the former Maitland Syna-
gogue building to enable a decision to be made about a permanent conservation or-
der, Sophie Caplan, Terry Newman and Dennis Bluth donated to the Society the
extensive computer print-out of Gary Mokotoff and Shmuel Gorr's collection of
family names which have heen Hebraicised in the past 37 years.

The Socicty's quarterly Newsletter was recommenced in August, 1985 after a gap
of some 15 years, and its ediror, Dennis Bluth, has maintained a high standard of
publication since then,
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It was decided that during 1986, we would hold an extra (occasional} general
meeting — making four, throughout the year. The extra meeting was to bring before
the community some of the essays which had achieved distinction in the Hans Kim-
mel Memorial Essay Competition. now part of the Moriah College curriculum. The
five students who on 19 February 1986 read their essays were Joel Pearlman, read-
ing “The Life Of Abvabam Peariman Of Boggabri’’; Simona Amzalak, reading My
Grandfatber. Moric Stark’, Lionel Briggs, reading the biography of his great-
grandfather, "“7The Reverend Leopold Goran™; Robert Goodman, reading “‘Sanuel
Goodman Of Central Synagogue’, 1875-1953, and Ginni Rosenblum, reading
VALM Rosenbinm Of The Great Synagogue'’. This meeting was an unqualified suc-
cess, with a record attendance of about 250 members and friends.

Rabhi Apple's report referred to the Society's “hospitable home within the
precincts of the Grear Synagogue, and the historic ambience of the mother congrega-
tion of Australian Jewry which continues to inspire ail who work in or utilise our
offices and archives™. On the subject of the recent extensions to the Socicty’s quart-
ers, he said, "'Until now, our quarters bave been a little cramped. Alterations have
just been completed to enable us to enjoy more space and to accommodate our
growing archive collection more fittingly.”” With the extended offices, we have ob-
tained a second compactus to hold our expanding records. Rabbi Apple has suggest-
ed that in due course we shall be holding an official opening of the new A_J.H.S.
headquarters.

The General Meeting in May was also a gratifying success when we had as speaker,
our corresponding member for the United Kingdom, Dr. Anthony P. Joseph, here
with his daughter. Dr. Josepb was in Australin as one of the participants to the
Fourth Australasian Congress on Genealogy and Heraldry held in Canberra. He
spoke to our meeting on Australian-Jewish genealogy, surveying the growth of Aus-
tralian Jewish records and their British source materials and connections.

The President’s Report to the May meeting referred to the possibility on the aca-
demic level of the proposal to introduce a scgment on Australian Jewish history into
the Jewish Civilisation courses that commenced this vear at the University of Syd-
ney. It also referred to the assistance rendered by our Society’s archives and person-
nel to some recent publications. These included Gael Hammer's history of the
Blashki family, Serge Liberman’s Bibliography of Australian Judaica. Len Fox's biog-
raphy of E. Phillips Fox, Australia’s first Impressionist Artist, Rabbi Apple’s study of
Rabhi Francis Lyen Cohen, and those books on Victorian Jews which were written
by W.R. (Bill) Rubinstein and his wife. Hilary 1. Rubinstein, to commemorate that
State’s 150th anniversary,

Len Fox, a great-nephew of E. Phillips Fox, donated to our Society an autographed
copy of his biography. as well as a copy of his earlier work, O/d Sydney Windmilis.
The chapter in this latter book entitled “Strangest Windmill in the World?" is con-
cerned with Barnett Levey's windmill, built on top of his building situated in George
street. Sydney.

Rabbi John Levi of Mclbourne advises that he is arranging for the reprinting of
Australian Genesis. for early release. The reprint of this important work by John
Levi and the late George Bergman will be eagerly awaited. Rabbi Levi also plans a
Volume Two of The Forefatbers. This new book will take the names, with brief bi-
ographical sketches, of all Australian Jews up to 1850, Volume 1, published in 1976,
wias A DICTIONARY OF BIOGRAPHY OF THE JEWS OF AUSTRALIA, 1788-1830.

Our Newsletter No. 4 featured Rabbi Shmuel Gorr's item about a prenumerant in
Australia. It was the story of the hibliophile, David S. Blumberg of Brishane, and it
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is worth noting here that Blumberg's name, together with those of seven other
Queensland Jews, is recorded in THE AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK, 5674,
1913-1914 as being members of the Jewish Publication Society of America. The
names of the other Jews are LA, Blumherg, P. Frankel, A.M. Herizberg, Abraham
Hertzberg, Reverend A. Levy, 5. Phillips and Lionel Phillips.

We have received a complementary copy of the new publication, HOLOCAUST
AND GENOCIDE STUDIES, an international journal published in association with
the United States Holocaust Memorial Council and Yad Vashem Holocaust Martyrs’
and Heroes” Remembrance Authority. of Jerusalem. The aim of the new journal is
“to publish the foremost scholarly material reflecting the best in contemporary
thought on the Holocaust and the related study of genocide™. Subscription to this
biennial publication may be arranged through Pergamon Press Australia, The first is-
suc is an impressive production containing more than 168 pages of some 12 articles,
book reviews and bibliographies.

Volume 10 of the Australian Dictionary of Biography coutains 2 number of contri-
butions by members of our Society, including M.Z. Forbes, Professor Lionel Fred-
mn and Suzanne Rutland.

We have received some interesting visitors to our headquarters during the past
few months. These include Wendy Feder, a member who lives in New York. She is
the great-great-great-granddavghter of Esther Abrahams, and she told us the name
of a lady living in Sydney who possesses the portraits of Esther and her daughter,
Julia. As a result of our having made contact with this fady, our Society has received
copies of the two portraits. Another visitor, Marlene Gould, of Manchester, is the
grear-great-great-granddaughter of Moses and Rosetta Joseph. She became a member
of our Society, and obtained information from our records which will help her es-
tablish her identity as one of the claimants of the estate of Moses Joseph, now held
in Chancery in England. Yet another visitor was Mrs. Kitty Franklin of Vaucluse.
who gave us some valuable marterial relating to her period as a teacher at the Hillel
College Rabbi Porush Kindergarten at Bondi Junction. She has kept — and loaned
to us — scrap books relating to her 40-year career in Australia, sometimes as a teach-
er, sometimes as an author of children's books, and 4s a musician conducting chil-
dren’s choirs at the various Jewish Day Schools.

Another recent acquisition to the Society's records is a folio of seven large
(250mm x 200mm) photographs from the Western Suburbs Synagogue. They consist
of six views — internal and external — of the Synagogue, and the seventh picture
is of the 1975 Board of Management. together with the then minister, Reverend R.
Fisher. Included are the names of the ten lay feaders, each one identified.

Once again the AJHS EDGAR SEITEL NEWMAN AWARD is under way. We would
like ro see all States well represented,

The Canberra (ACT) Branch of the Society reports on its continued close collabo-
ration with the Canberra and District Historical Society in numerous wavs, including
the building up of a list of graveyards and inscriptions in the region and information
on Jewish plots. The Branch has established thar the Chevra Kadisha had been ad-
vised of Jewish burials av Yass and Woden cemeteries. The Branch has been taping
the reminiscences of such long-standing Jewish residents of the ACT as Sadie Lipman
and Kurt Gottlich. At the Fourth Australasian Congress on Genealogy and Heraldry,
the Branch was host to Dr. Anthony Joseph. and its members attended to hear his
address at the Congress.

The present office bearers of the Branch are as follows: president, Earle Hoffman;
treasurer, Harold Pearlman; secretary, Sylvia Deutsch. Committee: Margaret Bead-
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man and Barbara Dickens. The General Meeting, held in March, 1986, marked the
Branch's second anniversary — it was inaugurated early in April, 1984. During the
period the membership has increased to 16, and eight meetings have been held. The
Branch has been seeking to build up material that can provide the basis for historical
studies. One of its current aims is to ohtain evidence of the history of Jewish use of
lcasehold property in ACT. including the site of the National Jewish Memorial Cen-
tre¢, and to establish an archive of the ACT community. Mr Hoffinan, together with
Mzargaret Beadman and Barbara Dickens, will be working on this project during the
next few months. The Branch's report notes, "We are only trail-breakers in this re-
gion of Jewish historical effort. Others will follow and build on our first small steps.
Everything in Jewish bistory tells us to persevere.”

Our Society records with decpest regret the deaths of members Israel Green, Wil-
fiam Holloway, Wanda McPherson and Phoebe Davis. Dr. and Mrs. A.M. Hertzberg
made a generous donation honouring the memory of Phoebe Davis. This gesture has
prompted a number of other friends of Phocbe to make similar offerings for the es-
tablishment of a project in her name.

Mrs Helen Moss, mother of Primrose Moss and Penny Meagher, and sister of Paul
Cullen, died in May. Helen Moss was the only daughter of Sir Samuel S. Cohen, and
amongst her father's valued treasures were included the silver trowel presented to
him by the Newcastle Hebrew Congregation, “The first President of the congrega-
tion on the occasion of the laying of the cornerstone of the **Beth Isracl’” Synagogue,
on May 29th, 19277"; the silver trowel presented to Sir Samuel on the occasion of
the laying of the foundation stones of the Tabara Howse {(funeral partour) and Hall
of Remembrance on 27 June 1948, and the sitver key of the North Bondi Hebrew
School and Kindergarten, presented to Sir Samuetl at its official opening on 14 Febru-
ary 1943, Mrs. Moss's family wished our Society to have custody of these items.
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resignation of Mrs. Rachel Dzienciol, and the co-option previously of Dr. Bill Rubin-
stein. the executive and committee are now as follows: president, Dr. Howard Free-
man; honorary secretary, Mrs. Beverley Davis; honorary treasurer, Dro Serge
Liberman. Committee: 1. Harvey Cohen, Trevor Cohen, Rabbi John Levi AM, Dr,
Hilary Rubinstein, Dr. William Rubinstein, Isidor Solomon, and David Sonenberg.

Two speakers addressed the mecting on “Jewish Invelvement in the Austraiian
Literary and Art Scene in the 1930s and 1940s”. Onc was Ms. June Factor, who
writes, edits and reviews hooks; the other, Dr. Richard Haese, author of Rebels and
Precursors. @ study of Australian art and culture of this period, and the most
authoritative book on the topic ver written. Ms. Factor discussed at length the works
of Pinchas Goldhar, Hertz Bergner and Judah Waten, and Dr. Haese dealr with artist
Yosl Bergner.

The next mecting took place on 19 May 1986, when we were pleased to host Dr.
Anthony Joseph. from Birmingham. England. He was in Australia to deliver a paper
at the Fourth Australasian Congress on Genealogy and Heraldry in Canberra in May
(attended also by our honorary secretary, Beverley Davis), and he addressed our
members on “Anglo-Australian Jewish Records'. His talk was well-received and
prompted 2 number of pertinent questions from eager family historians, some of
whom were surprised to discover the extent of the resources of our own reference
Library in this field.

We also marked the completion of the 8th year of regular publication of our
Branch Newsletter, which is sent to all Victorian members with meeting notices.
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of her father’s arrival in Australia. There were 25 of the 44 direct descendants
present.

A visit to her home in Double Bay meant that Phoebe would give the guests a meal,
with a “sense of occasion™.

After having worked as secretary for the Help-in-Need for so long, Phocbe was
greatly saddened in September, 1983, o have to advise the Society’s members that
after 93 years, it would, "in accordance with the constitution of the Society’ hand
over its funds to the Sir Moses Montefiore Jewish Home. Her final communication
to its members added, “The President and Committee regret having to take this ac-
tion, but because the majority of the committee have reached that “‘certain age'’
they feel unable to carry on .. .77 It is worth noting here that she had been resisting
the move for the previous ten vears.

Several of her colleagues in the Australian Jewish Historical Society have suggest-
ed that a project be named in Phoebe’s honour. With this in view, a number of her
friends have coniributed donations,

Louise Rosenberg

NAOMI LANDA GROSS
and
LIONEL GROSS

The Jewish communities of Melbourne and Sydney mourn the tragic and untimely
death of Naomi Landa Gross and her husband Lionel Gross in a car accident in the
south of France.

Naomi, the daughter of the Honorable Abe Landa, Minister in the N.S.W. Labor
Cabinet from 1933 till 1965 and later Agent General of N.S.W. in London, grew up
in Sydney and moved to Melbourne on her marriage to Lionel Gross, who was a well
known textile manufacturer and was later interested in the mining industry.

After her three children grew up, Naomi went back to study and took out an Arts
degree and a librarian’s qualification. She also worked as a loved voluntary guide at
the National Gallery of Victoria for 17 vears.

However, her great love became Judaism and she was involved and instrumental
in the foundation and development of The Jewish Museum of Australia. $he was Co-
Chairman and was later Vice-President until the time of her death.

Naomi worked tirelessly for the Museum and infused it with her unique warmth
and virality, The character of the Museum is stamped with her deep appreciation of
Jewish history, tradition and ritual and with her desire to share this respect witb
others.

Naomi and Lionel shared an enormous enthusiasm for life and all things beautiful
that it offered. Their involvement in communal and cultural affairs was prodigious,
Their friendship circle was wide and varied.

Their loss is deeply mourned and their memory is a blessing to us.

Helen Light, Curator, The Jewish Museum of Australia, Melbourne.
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NATHAN, Jucob, marricd Rachel simmons 1886 or 1887
RAPKIN, Nihum. marricd 1o Priscilla. father of Phoebe (Solomon)
RHEUBEN. Samucl Amaos, married to Phoebe Davis at Young, 1878, Information re-
guired about son. born Cowra, 1879
ROSENBERG. Barnet, married 1o Milly Goodman. Ancestors required
ROSENBERG, Elias Abraham. lived in Tonolulu, 1886-7
SAUNDERS, John, convict
SIMMONS, James, marricd 1o Agnes Thorkey 1821
SOLOMON. Mark., married to Rachel Blanche Jones
SOLOMON. Samuel, married to Rebeeca Moss (died 1864), father of Mrs Lewis Wolfe
Levy
YATES, Jessie, married to Hyvam Abrahams
SUPER, Isaite Jacob, married Lena Bull: and ROTIHSTADT. Isaac, married Rachel Co-
hen (Inguicy by Sandra Marx)
Helen Bersten
Hon. Archivist

JEWISH COMMUNAL APPFAL

This socicty is joined with others as 2 participating organisation in the
ahove New south Wales Appeal which strives to raise adeqguate finance for
the support of vital local Jewish institutions. whether  charitable
cducational. cultaral, or community services. Al donadons (o the Appeal
are ax deductible. (The Australian Jewish Historicul Society is itseifa body
t0 which contributions are tax deductible, provided the donation is made
o its Library Fund.)

It behoves all our Jewish members o support the Appeal especially as
this ~Nocicty his gained acceprunce [rom the Appeal. By gencrously
subscribing w0 the current campaign, our members are assisting to
nuintain essential services provided 1o the Jewish community by the
participating orgenisations, including our own Socicty whose work will
be enhanced and expanded by the additional funds that will flow from
contribations made 1o the Appeal. The Executive and Commitee of (he
Australian Jewish  Hisworical Society commend  this  cause 1o its
membership,













BENEFACTORS IN MEMORY OF

ERNEST SAMUELL MARKS, C.B.E.
ADOLPH AND AMELIA ALEXANDER
GERALD AND [SABELLE BENJAMIN

ERNEST R. BARUCH
SIMON JOSEPH GUSS
SIR SAMUEL AND LADY COHEN
HYAM SHOLOM AND KATHLEEN HIMMELFERB
HERMAN AND RACHEL AHRONSON
WILLIAM L. AND GLADYS N. COHEN
ELTAS AND LEBA GREEN
SIR BENJAMIN AND LADY BENJAMIN
ALFRED AND MAY PHILLIPS
FREDERICK DAVID AND ESTHER ZILLAH MICHAELIS
JACOB AND EMMA GLASS
PERCY BRIGHTON COHEN
LIONEL COHEN
PHILIP SCHNEIDEM AN
SYDNEY BENJAMIN GLASS
DAVID JAMES BENJAMIN
JUDAH AND FANNY ELLIS
RABBI LAZARUS MORRIS GOLDMAN
RALPH SYMONDS
JUDAH GREEN
PHILLIP MORRIS AND DORA ELIZABETH HART
REY. ABRAHAM TOBIAS BOAS
5AM ROSENBERG
REBECCA HAYMAN (nce Joscphson)
BELLA GREEN
CELIA ROSENBERG
PERCY WOLFSON
GEORGE F. J. BERGMAN
PHOEBE DAVIS








