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BARNETT LEVEY'S THEATRE ROYAL -
A REASSESSMENT 

ERIC IRVIN 

lt is no news to you, ladies and gentlemen, any more 
than it is to me, that throughout history the Jewish people 
haYe been among the world's leaders in the arts and 
sciences, in law, and in the humanities generally. It is not 
my purpose tonight to tell you something you already 
know, but to deal with something not yet generally known, 
and, in some quarters, knmn1 but not recognised. l shall 
talk, in other ,rords, of some of the J cwish people asso­
ciated with the foundation and growth of the theatre in 
A11stralia. 

1 am a man who has a fair to gootl working know­
ledge of the history of the theatre generally, and a slowly 
increasing knowletlge of the history of the theatre in 
Australia. But I am not a walking encyclopaedia or his­
torical compendium. I have the time and ability to do a 
certain amount of original research, but to fill a great 
many gaps in my knowledge I must confess that I have 
occasional1y to turn to work done by others before me, and 
b~T others contempol'ary with me. ln the last group is your 
distinguiscd Vice-President, Dr. G. F. J. Bergman, \\·hose 
articles on Solomon and Barnett Lewy and their family I 
han• read with the deepest gratitude, not simply because 
they saved me from having to do some of the arduous 
research they iln-olYed, but also because \\ithout them I am 
sure I could not hm·e obtained the information I wanted 
when I ,Yantcd it. 

Among the J cwish people ,Yho helped to :found the 
Australian theatre there arc several major figures and a 
great many minor fig111·cs. \Vhile I will deal in this talk 
with both, even if only briefly, I shall naturally deYotc 
more time to the major figures-to Barnett Levey, who is 
unquestionably the father of Australian theatre; to Joseph 
Simmons, to John Lazar, to Isaac Nathan, to \\T. L. :Monte­
fioro, to the ,Tosephsons and others. With such a rnst 
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canvas to cover I must remind myself that time and your 
patience are limited, an<l so I can deal only with the 
highlights of my subject. 

Barnett Levey established the permanent theatre in 
Australia. This fact is known to almost everybody who is at 
all interested in our history; but very, very few of them 
know any more than this fact. How did he establish the 
theatre? What kind of theatre was it1 What plays did it 
present1 How long did it last! Who and what are its 
actors? What kind of audiences did it have? 

It is a peculiar thing that among those people who 
tell me with confidence that they know Barnett Leyey 
established the Australian theatre, the majority will go on 
to say that of course his theatre was of no real importance. 
Theatre, they say, really started in the 1840's or 1850's. 
Now, they tell me this with the greatest assurance, -verbally, 
and in writing by way of books and articles on the theatre. 
Yet it is obvious that they know nothing whatever about 
Barnett Levey or his theatre, and not much more of the 
theatres which succeeded it and about which they speak 
with confidence as the "real" theatre. They don't know, 
for instance, that during its brief reign Levey's theatre 
introduced all the 18th century plays which we today 
regard as classics. Such plays as l'he Sclwol for Swndal, 
l'he Rivals, She Stoops to Conq1wr, .11 New Way to Pay 
Old Debts, as well as plays by German and French play­
wrights, operas by 18th and early 19th century writers, 
and, as you will soon see, the plays of Shakespeare. Far 
fr01n being negligible as a theatre, or a theatrical com­
pany, Levey's had a repertoire nncqualled by any single 
Australian theatre company since it was established. In 
the period late 1832 to early 1838, when it was closed, the 
Theatre Royal presented the staggering total of 3J2 first 
performances of works for the stage-that is, comedies, 
tragedies, operas, operettas, burlesques and ballets. Nearly 
all of them, of course, were given many repeat perfor­
mances. And the influence of Barnett Levey on the Aus­
tralian theatre-through the men and women who learnt 
most of what they knew while with his theatre-lasted 
from 1832 until at least 1880, when the last of the originals 
began to leave life's stage. 

To illustrate one or two of the points I have so far 
made I should now like to digress a little to discuss one of 
the most recent of the few books published on the early 
Australian theatre. This is a book published in 1965 and 
called, or miscalled, Coppin the Great. Father of the 
.'11tstralian l'heatre. 
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Coppin may ha Ye been great, though I take leave to doubt 
it. lie was ccrtauily uot the 1au1er of the AustraLan 
thl atre, for he did not come to Australia until eleven years 
after that theatre was established. How docs the author 
of this Look get over such an awkward fact"? One looks in 
vain in the index for any mention of Bar11ctt Lesey or his 
Theatre Hoyal. This is not so surprising, perhaps, for it 
would be extruncly embarrassing to haYe t\Yo fath(;rs for 
the one child. One then turns to the introduct1011, w11ere 
one reads: '·it is true enough that it was he-~and by "·he'1 

the writer means Coppin)-who really establ,shed ::;hakc­
spcarc as an integral part of )1..ustralian theatre. Great 
Scott ! l said to myself when 1 read tlus, for l was really 
astounded. True enough for ,vhom? 

Barnett Le\'Cy's Theatre Royal was opened in Sydney 
as the first permauent Australian theatre on :W DeccmlJer, 
183Z. lt was closed early in 1838, so that it had an aet1Yc 
life of fiYc full years. What did Barnett LeYey and his 
theatre do for 8hak(spcare in that time'? First perfor­
mances of no less than seven of Shakespeare's plays "·ere 
gh-cn in that fiYe-year period, and each one of them had 
subsequent pcrformancts. But that is not all. The Theatre 
Royal's successor, the Victoria, opened early in 1838. Its 
company ,ras made up almost exdusirely of Barnett LcYcy's 
original players, and its owner and manager ,rerc both 
men who had rccth-ed "·hatcn~r theatrical experience they 
had in Barnett Lewy's Theatre Royal. Up to 18±3, the 
year in which Coppin arrived in Australia, the V 1ctorfr .. 
'rheatrc presented first performances of a further ihc of 
Shakcsplarc's plays. This means that in the eleven years 
before Coppin arrh-ed in Australia no less than twelve of 
Shakespeare's plays ,vere in the Austra!ian theatrical reper­
toire. I ask you, who was it ·'really established SHakc­
spcare as an integral part of Australian theatre"-? 

I-laving got over the shock of that particular piece of 
nonsense, l persisted a little further with this book, for I 
knew the writer could not shirk for ever the task of 
explaining how Coppin was the "fathe1·" of the Australian 
theatre, and yet come to play in a theatre a.ready cs,alJ­
lished. This is lio-w he did it, an<l l quote: "ln lO'±;J the 
established theatre in Australia was barely ten years o!d. 
Emerging from a disreputable beginning sp01:sored by 
soldiers and Her 1Iajesty's serYants who had formerly been 
Her }Iajcsty's prisoners, it had not yet reached the stan­
dard of respectability where its acti\·ities could command 
columns of free publicity." 



188 Austmlian Jewish Historical Society 

Ladies and gentlemen, I ask for your patience for just 
a few minutes more wlule we take a closer look at those 
extraordinary statements. "In 1843 the established theatre 
in Austraha was barely ten years old ... " If it was an 
established theatre then somebody must haYe established it, 
and surely he was the father of the Australian theatre? 
But not according to the author of the book on Coppin. 
Now for the next sentence. "Emerging from a disreputable 
beginning sponsored by soldiers and Her :Majesty's ser­
,·ants who had forrnerly been Her l\Iajesty's prisoners ... " 
The theatre in Australia did not have a disreputable 
bcg'inning. If it did, then the theatre of the time in Eng­
land, France, America and Germany was also disreputable, 
wluch we know is nonsense. It was not sponsored by 
soldiers. And as for the phrase "Her Majesty's serrnnts 
who llad formerly been I-ler .Majesty's prisoners," that is 
equally nonsensieal. The convicts were permitted to estab­
lish a theatre in Sydney in 1796, whieh was closed in 1800. 
Those con\'icts were not "Her" .i\Iajesty's ser\'ants, for 
King George III was on England's throne. The conYicts 
at Emu Plains were also permitted to establish a theatre 
in 1827, which was closed in 1830. Again, they were not 
HHer" :i\Iajcsty's servants, for King George IV was on the 
throne. If, as I suspect, the phrase is meant to refer to 
Bal'nctt Leyey's theatre, it is still hopelessly wrong, for 
King \Villiam was the reigning monarch in 1832, and the 
only proviso made to granting Levey a theatre licence in 
that year was that no conyicts were to be employed in his 
theatre. It ,Yas not for nothing that Levey's successor in 
1838 called his theatre the Vietoria, for "Her" ilfajesty 
had ascended the throne only the year before. 

Finally we eome to the last phrase in the passage 
quoted, the one in which it is said that in 1843 the theatre 
'·had not reaehed the standard of respectability where its 
activities could command columns of free publicity," by 
which the writer means that the theatre in 1843 or earlier 
was not respeetable enough to deserve notice by Sydney's 
ne,\,spapers. In 1832 there were seyen different newspapers 
being published caeh week in Sydney; in 1833 there were 
fiYe; in 1834, six; in 1835, seven; and in both 1836 and 
1837 there were eight. ·with perhaps only one exception, 
eYery cne of those newspapers, every week in which Barnett 
LeYey's theatre was operating, devoted generous space to a 
eoYerage of the plays he presented. Every one of those 
;,ewspapers is on file in the i\Iitchell Library in Sydney, 
available to all researeh workers willing to take the 
trouble to read through them. From them I haYe learned 
almost everything I know about Barnett Levey's theatre. 
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1 would not have wearied you with these details were 
it not for the fact that the book I mention was published 
by a reputable unh·ersity press, and is going to be taken 
for some years as the rnost authoritative book on the early 
Australian theatre. But please do not misundeTStand me. 
l do not believe, I can see no reason for believing, there 
was any malice in this writer's non-recognition of Levey and 
his theatre. George Coppin was his subject, and he made 
the fatal mistake of thinking that George Coppin 1ivctl in 
a vacuum, or in a world of Coppin:s own creating. And so 
this writer did not do his homework; he did not do the 
research necessary to reYeal the already established world 
into which Coppin entered when he first came to Australia. 

The writer has also done his subject, and history, a 
disservice by whitewashing Coppin. If a man's life story 
is to be properly written it must show him true to life­
warts and all. This is how I am going to present to you 
tonight some aspects not only of Barnett Levey's life, but 
also of the liws of many of the people associated with him. 
But do not be alarmed. They ,Yere neither criminals nor 
scoundrels-they were merely human beings. 

Throughout his life Leyey never lacked supr,orters. 
He had them in their hundreds. But he soon learnt, as 
most of us do when we walk out into the public arena, 
that the support of thousands is of very little use if the 
real power is in the hands of half a dozen men. He was a 
man literally obsessed with the desire or need to establish 
a theatre, and he did not much care what he did so long 
as he got it. But at the same time he ,Yas also an intensely 
lnunmie man; a man who not only supported every appeal 
made to him on behalf of charity, but a man who was also 
at various stages during his life the victim of a great army 
of hangers-on and sycophants who ,Yanted hhn only for 
what they could get out of him. And most of them got a 
lot more out of him than they either earned or dcserYed. 

There ,,-ere two attempts made to establish a theatre in 
Svclncv before Barnett I,eyey actually made a start on 
his. T11e first was started in George Street, alongside the 
offices of the Gazette newspaper. Unfortunately, in digging 
the foundations for the theatre part of the foundations of 
the Gazette building were endangered, and the newspaper 
sued the builder, who lost the case and later sold the shell 
of what was to have been a theatre for use as a factory. 
In the second instance, a group of men toyed with the idea 
of raising money in shares to build a theatre. Somehow 
they either got wind of the Governor's displeasure at the 
idea, or were other"ise satisfied a theatre would be frowned 
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on, and so dropped the scheme. Barnett was the third to 
try, and the only one to succeed, but only after a hard and 
bitter fight against the opposition of the established church 
an<l Governor Darling. 

I must now telescope a great deal of interesting his­
tory so as finally to arriye at the opening of the theatre, 
and to deal with its subsequent history. '!'he first mention 
of the fact that Barnett LeYey was building a theatre was 
made in the Monitor of 7 July, 1826. This theatre was 
first used publicly in 1829. 

Lewy apparently had a great contempt for, or indif­
ference to, officiaklom. He first got into trouble when he 
decided to install a huge windmill on top of his building 
in George Street. When the Acting Attorney General 
ren1onstrated with him about this, Levey got his lawyer, 
William Charles Wentworth, to draft a most impolitic 
letter which concluded to the effect that if the Government 
made him, Levey, take down his windmill he ,vmtlcl insist 
that all GoYernment windmills should be similarly dis­
mantled. Governor Darling, an autocrat who had never, 
before he came to Australia, been thwarted by the "lowest 
class"-as he referred to convicts and free men alike who 
did not agree with his policies-was naturally infuriated 
with this reply. But he bided his time. Just the same, he 
sent the ,vhole correspondence, ,vith his comments, back 
home to England. It can be seen to this day in the 
1Iitehell Library, along with Levey's letters of all kinds. 

Barnett also tried to interest shareholders in his 
theatre. As first he got goocl support, by way of promises, 
but drought and an economic clepression deprived him of 
all the promised money, and he finally decided to go it 
alone. For Barnett Levey believed, despite everything 
ewrybody told him, that the people wanted a theatre and 
that there was money to be made in it. 

The Gazette warned Levey indirectly in 1828 that it 
was very likely he would not be permitted to use his theatre 
when he had completed it. Levey's reply to this was a state­
ment that he hacl no intention of applying for a licence, as 
his theatre was to be a private one. Again the Gazette 
warned him. It felt sure, it said, that a private theatre 
would not be allowed; and again Levey ignored the warning. 
Then the newly-appointed Colonial Secretary, Alexander 
l\Iacleay, stepped in to make these warnings official. "I am 
directed distinctly to apprise you, that the Governor will 
not license a theatre," J\facleay wrote to Levey in a letter 
dated 4 July, 1828, "and further that his Excellency is 
fully determined to resort to every means in his power, to 
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put a stop to your unauthorised proceedings 111 this and 
other respects." 

Levey's reply to this was to mortgage his uncompleted 
1\'avcrley Cottag·e on the South Head Road, so as to get 
the money he needed to complete his theatre; then to 
rehearse his assembled company for three days a week 
during August, and to announce in an advertisement in 
the Gazette of 3 September, 1828, that those ,Yho did not 
pay by l:! September for the theatre boxes they had re­
served "·ould lose thC'm. By one of those ironies of fate 
which occasionally dogged Levey, in the same issue of this 
newspaper appeared another advertisement, a notice that 
the Uovei·nmcnt had hurried through the Legislative 
Council au Act for regulating places of public exhibition 
and entertainment. 1'his Act made illegal any kind of 
public performance given without a licence. It ·was an .A.et 
desig11cd to make a clean sweep of everyone connected with 
such a performance. Not only the producer or manager 
and his company, but also the owner of the premises in 
,vhich the performance. was given and the audience which 
watched it would be held culpable. All would be deemed 
"rogues and vagabonds1

', and subjected to the drastic 
penalties laid down for such at that time. 

Levey thus learnt that if he had never done anything 
else, he had become the first man in Australia to have a 
special Council Act promulgated to put a stop to his 
actiyities. 

It was now the turn of the moralists to mon'! in. They 
kne\\· LeYey did not lack support, but now they also knew 
their -dews carried more ,veight with the Governor than 
those of LcYey's supporters. So it was that clei·gy1nen were 
seen hmvking a petition against the theatre, and all kinds 
of other people ,vere seen hawking a petition for the theatre 
about the tmn1. Not cYen Thomas Livingstone :Mitchell, 
famous soldier, sur,·eyor and expl01·cr, escaped. He \\TOtc 
to his brother in Scotland on 3 October, 1828: "I haYc just 
been ealled on by the hvo clergymen to sign a petition 
against ff theatre which has been erected, on the plea that 
the people arc too bad, and that the theatre ,vi11 make them 
worse l l \Yho would liYe in such a country J Yet I must, 
for I can't afford to come back ... " From the fact that 
1'IitchcH heayi]y underlined the ,vords ''against a theatre," 
and used double and single exclamation mal'ks at the end 
of his sentences, it is easy to deduce that he found it 
incl'ediblc there should be any movement against the estab­
lishment of a theatre. But he signed the petition, because 
he, too, had to live. 
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The newspapers also took sides in the dispute, with 
almost all of them for Barnett Levev and his theatre. But 
here we must recognise a further "'fact. In this instance 
Levey was to some extent the meat in the sandwich. lt 
was not so much that the majority were for Barnett Levey 
-though they undoubtedly supported and admired tins 
little David in his fight against Goliath-as that they we1·e 
all anti-Darling. GO\·ernor Darling's restrictive measures 
of all kinds annoyed and infuriated the ';lowest class", and 
they welcomed any opportunity, by word of mouth or in 
print, to let him know what they thought of him. 

Needless to say, the clergy's petition signed by the 
few prevailed against Levey's signed by the many, and 
when Levey-as he had to-applied for a licence to open 
his theatre it was refused. But he would not admit defeat, 
for he was now fighting an enemy more insidions even than 
Darling-approaching bankruptcy. Levey began to bar­
gain, without the other side realising for a while what he 
\\"as up to. He offered to dismantle the eocitentious mill 
and re-erect it outside the town environs on a site to bt' 
chosen by the govermnent. At the same time he was think­
ing back to a series of highly successful concerts given in 
Sydney in 1826, at which he first sang some of his comic 
songs. He decided to apply for a lieence to hold concerts 
in his theatre. Meantime, he kept the ball rolling with 
correspondence on the removal of his mill. For at least 
the first four months of 1829 letters on its removal circu­
lated between LcYey, the Colonial Secretary, and the Sur­
veyor General. From the beginning of these negotiations 
the circle seems to have been: Levey suggests site to 
Colonial Secretary; Colonial Secretary refers to StuTeyor 
General; Surveyor General refers back to Colonial Secre­
tary objecting to site, and suggesting another; Colonial 
Secretary suggests new site to Levey; Levey rejects new 
site and suggests yet another to Colonial Secretary, 
Colonial Secretary refers back to Suneyor General-and 
so the wheel kept on revolving. The upshot was that Levey, 
as a seemingly "reformed" character, got his licence to 
hold concerts, and the windmill stayed where it was. 

The concerts were attended by all the "best" people 
in Sydney, audiences which were in themselYcs testimony 
against Darling's restrictive .. A.et. Levey gave a second and 
a third concert, all of them packed to the doors, and in 
between the musical items he regaled the audience with 
some of his comical songs. The newspapers were enthu­
siastic about the success of these concerts, and said quite 
boldly it "·as a pity Levey was not allowed to "act" rather 
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than ha\·c what should have been a stage performance 
spoiled by musical itl'ms. This "·as enough for the ambi­
t10us, cffern:-scent little Barnett Levey. He announced 
that for his fourth concert he would be "at Home" a la 
Charles I\Iathe,vs. Now, Charles l\lathews was a famous 
early nineteenth century actor, singer and ventriloquist 
who gave highly successful one-man performances to 
packed audiences in London. \Yhat Levey was proposing 
to do, in effect, was defy the law by giYing a theatrical 
performance v1ithout a licence. But he announced his plan 
(lUitc openly in the Press, as though to show the contempt 
he felt for the Governor and his laws in the face of &·uch 
widespread public support for his concerts: 

The people of Sydney proyed no different from the 
pc•oplc of London when faced with the prospect of seeing 
a one-man performance. Levey had a full house, and also 
an unwelcome but surely not unexpected Yisitor. 'rl1c 
"'laird" himself, the angry Colonial Secretary, Alexander 
1Iaclcay appeared backstage in person and attempted to 
stop the pcl'formance. But once again Levey had presented 
the opposition with a fait accompli, a full house1 and after 
a great deal of bitter talk and argument on both sides the 
Colonial Secretary allowed this one performance to be held, 
rather than send seYen or eight huudred people home 
disappointed. 

\Vhat follo-wed is fairly well known. Levey tried again 
and again to get a licence for his theatre, but the Uovcrnor 
was adamant; and then Barnett Lcvey's peculiar i<leas of 
business conduct caught up with him and he went bank-
1·upt and lost cYcrythiug, including his theatre. 

It is not at all su11)rising that when, in 1832, it was 
learned that the hatred Governor Darling was to be re­
placed by Governor Bourke, Levey should be a signatory 
to an address to His 1Iajest;v in Bnglan<l which made three 
points, the last being ' 1for the benefit conferred upo11 the 
colony by the recall of Lieutenant General Darling, an<l the 
appointment of a successor in the person of :i\Iajor Oeuer,:11 
Bourke, and praying that His :\lajcsty will be pleased to 
adopt snc-h measures as may be calculated to prevent the 
recurrence of various grievances, which have taken place 
during the existing administration." It is easy to imagine 
the bitter thoughts of Governor Darling when he parcelJed 
this a<.klress, with his comments scrawled against Levey's 
name and those of others who had subscribed to it, and sent 
it home to England. 

As is ·well kno,vn by now, Levey finally obtained his 
theati·c licence, and opened a tempo1·ary theatre in the 
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saloon of the Royal Hotel in December, 1832. The next 
year he and his company were in their theatre proper and 
the saloon theatre was demolished. 

Prom the opening of his theatre Le-vey's real t1·oublcs 
started. He had gathered together a group of ambitious 
amateurs, Yery few of whorn had had any but the slightest 
preYious acting experience. There were fools among them, 
but there ,Yere also a number of talented and <leYoted 
players who formed the core of the company for as long 
as it existed at the 'rheatre Royal, and for many years 
afterwards at the Victoria and other theatres. 

By today's standards the company was grossly oyer­
worked. Very often six different plays were presented 
each week, and in addition to haying to learn these plays, 
and the lines of the plays which were to succeed them the 
following week, the actors also had to "double" as singers, 
dancers, musicians, and eYen backstage crew and scene­
painters. In other words, the more talents a man could 
summon to his aid the better the place he held in the 
company. This applied not simply in Australia, but in the 
theatres of the time all oYer the world. A man like 
KnmYlcs, the company's leading male actor, or Simmons, 
or Lazar, or any of the other leaders of the stage would 
ha ye to play the leading part in a three to fiYe act melo­
drama, then sing a song or dance a hornpipe between cur­
tains, then play in a farce or afterpiecc "·hich would make 
still greater demands on his ability and endurance-and 
this for three nights eyery week. Inevitably, having to 
work under such constant pressure, the whole of the com­
pany, from Levey down to the humblest candle-snuffer, 
lh·ecl on their ner,·es and consequently fought and argued 
among themselYes interminably. 

To complicate matters eYer further, the theatre of the 
period-that is, the theatre of the eighteenth century and 
early nineteenth century all oYer the world-was ruled b? 
its audiences. If an audience did not like what was hap­
pening on the stage-if it did not like an actor or singer 
or <lancer, or had a grudge against the manager for some 
reason or other, it hissed and groaned at the unfortunate 
actors, or threw things at them. As well, members of the 
audience took sides in these matters, and fought among 
themseh·es. The audience of the time could and did fre­
quently demonstrate and even riot until it had forced an 
actor or a theatre manager to give way to its demands. 
Not even the famous Goethe was able to control his audi­
ences at his \Veimar theatre, and in the 1820's when some 
of London's leading actors t,ook a company to Paris their 
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performance ended with the audience thrmving the theatre 
benches at the actors, and the police being called into clear 
the theatre. Now this sort of thing was a two-way weapon. 
An unscrupulous actor could use an audience for his ei.ds, 
by "'wording it up·" before the performance, and thus induc­
ing a riot or demonstration so as to gain ,vhateYer he 
hoped to achieYe. As a result, theatrical performances in 
theatres all over the world "·ere often quite ro,vdy affairs 
until well into the 1850's. lt is as well to remember this 
fact, ladies and gentlemen, when we read one of those 
al'ticlcs one still sees occasionally about the uncouth 1 

drunken, ·dllainous audiences of the early Australian 
theatre. Anyone ,vho visualises the nineteenth century 
theatre in terms of that of the twentieth is being quite 
unreal. Those theatres ·were the theatres of their time and 
must be judged in their time, not by twentieth century 
standards. 'l.'hcre was nothing done in the early Australian 
theatre that cannot he niatched with similar happenings 
in the theatres of the time all oYer the world. 

Barnett LeYey was a man who, unlike the majority of 
actors, seems to have known and recognised his limitations 
on the stage. He was good at comic songs and humorous 
monologues, and rarely Yenturccl beyond them except in an 
emergency. But theatrically he had no limitations. He 
was passionately fond of the theatre, and his knowledge of 
it was Yery wide. He had gained that knowledge, l must 
assume, by Yisits during his boyhood and youth in London 
to CoYcnt Gm·den, Drury Lane, Sadler's Wells, the 
Lyceum, and Coburg Theatres. 

It is necessary to lrnYe some knowledge of the history 
of the Bnglish theatre of the early nineteenth ccntu1·y if 
\\"C arc to understand the early Australian theatre. Yon 
will remember I said the author of the book on Coppin 
made a fatal 111istake in thinking that Coppin liYcd in a 
rneuum-was self-contained. It is equally fatal to belicYe 
the Australian theatre of this period also lived or was con­
tained in a Yacuum. It was not. It was to all intents and 
purposes the English Theatre of the time transplanted in 
Australia. Therefore, anyone with a knowledge of the early 
nineteenth century English theatre can, in reading the re­
ports on Levey's theatre, read between the lines and match 
what they say with what is known of the architecture, plays, 
acting styles, audience and stage of the period, and see 
how wide his knowledge really was; how he always knew 
what he wnnted, nnd that what he wanted ,Yas inYariably 
right. I-Ic ca.n also see that although LeYey and his com­
pany were n10re than two thousand miles from its source, 
they were carrying on a long established tradition. 
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A little more than a month after the opening of the 
Theatre Royal its unqualified success so far tumcd the 
heads of a few of Leyey's actors that they began to assume 
the airs of prima donnas or stars. They gre,v ~elf-opinion­
ated and assertive, and began to adopt airs and graces not 
only with their employer but also, in some instances, with 
members of the audience. With the obYious financial success 
of the theatre before them, some of them attempted to gain 
a bigger share of the profits for themselves. Even though the 
Gazette lost no, time in telling these malcontents that but 
for Levey most of them ,vould be behind a plough, they 
tried Yarious ways of coercing into giying them more 
money, finally threatening not to appear on stage unless 
their demands were met. l,eyey did the only thing he 
could-he dismissed two of the ringleaders just a few 
hours before a performance was due to begin. They were 
players he could ill afforcl to be without, but he also could 
ill afford to give them a Yictory. At that night's perform­
ance Levey and his remaining players ha<l their first taste 
of "London" manners from a displeased theatre audience. 
There was, of course, a claque to lead the audience in its 
demonstration; a claque carefully primed and placed by 
the disaffected players, who had spread the tale that Leyey 
had grossly mistreated them, and had dism..issed them when 
they remonstrated. There "·ere loud calls from all over 
the house for the missing players once the curtain went up 
that night, and every attempt made by Levey or the mem­
bers of his company to explain matters was howled down 
by an e1ll'aged audience. The demonstration sent Levey, 
never the 1nost equable of men, into a high-pitched frenzy. 
The curtain fell on him dancing up and dmvn in impotent 
fury at the audience's disregard of his willingness and 
right to give an explanation. But the audience was enjoy­
ing itself and, as one ne,yspaper reported, Levey was 
"pe1111itted to perform a little ballet, but as to speech, not 
one word could be gathered." Then followed a general 
fight between some of the audience and some of Levey's 
players, ,rith Levey's stage manager, John ::\Icreclith, de­
lightedly contesting the right of members of the audience 
to clamber up on to the stage. In the course of the fight 
grappling antagonists fell and rolled together under the 
curtain from view of the audience, and then back on to 
the front of the stage again. Finally, i\Ieredith prevailed, 
and cleared the stage of intruders. The next day, of 
course, the disaffected players came to their senses. 
Audiences might give verbal support to real and imagined 
grievances, but they wouldn't pay wages. So the actors 
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apologised to LeYey, and for about a fortnight or more 
there was peace. 

The season at the saloon Theatre Royal continuc<l 
until October, 1833. In this month Lewy announced the 
opening of his real 1'heatre Hoyal, which "·as to be hel<l on 
October 5. l\ow fully launched on the treacherous and 
unpredictable seas of theatrical management, Le\'ey had 
already experienced some of its squalls, and had not always 
shown himself to be the wisest of eaptams. He was to 
learn as he "·ent. :Meantime he had established a new 
industry in Sydney; one \Yhich, with the opening of his 
new theatre, "·ould proYide employrnent for more than 
one hundred people. ln addition, his acth·ities had helped 
to S\\'ell the annal profit of the Yarious chandlers, haber­
dashers, hatters, clothiers and other stores from ,Yhich he 
and his company bought their theatrical supplies, from 
cann1s to dress lengths, from candles to men's slops. And 
his theatre was also an unforeseen and unexpected boon to 
Sydney's infant printing and newspaper industries. Prom 
no other source in the town did so many orders emanate 
for advertisements, posters, and '"bills of the day," or 
programmes. 

By yet another of those coincidences which occasionally 
dogged Leycy's actiYities, on the day in 1833 when lus 
final ath·ertisement for the opening of his reno\'ated 
Theatre Hoyal appeared the Gazette carried a paragraph 
announcing the retirement fron1 his fashion and haber­
dashery store in Pitt Street of Joseph Wyatt. :i\Ir. ·wyatt, 
the newspaper said, had retired from shopkeeping to liYe 
on his means, "acquired without a breath of calumny." 
Lt \\·as a retirement which was to bring \\T yatt much 1norc 
before the public than his earlier undertakings had done. 
l suspect that the canny \Vyatt, who was quite young at 
this time, and had made his fortune early, was looking for a 
way to build on that fortune and hacl noticed that Levey's 
thc-atre ,ras making money, and would no doubt continue 
lo make money. 

rrhe years passed with Levey's company presenting an 
amazing Yariety of plays, sometimes successfully, some­
times not, but with few periods in which houses were not 
full and financially satisfactory. The peaks during these 
years were the occasional visits to the theatre by the 
(:oyernor and his party, on which occasions the Governor 
chose the progra1mne for the night, as Royalty did in Eng­
land. ln between were fights and law cases between LevC'y 
and his players; disturbances in the audience; too much 
conYiYiality backstage (with the proprietor himself some-
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times setting the example); criticism of his actors and their 
methods by Levey, and criticism of his methods by his 
actors; occasional slipshod stage performances, and occa­
sional poor houses. Not only was his company living on its 
neryes, but so was Levey-and inevitably they all resorted 
to alcohol in a lesser or greater degree to help keep them 
going. 

The truth is Levey now found that having a theatre 
,vas one thing, controlling it another. \Vhatever his many 
faults may have been; whatever enemies his bad temper, 
his lack of assurance, his now fair now foul reactions to 
his favourites of the moment may have made, he was at 
heart a man with a wish to do well by his fellow men. He 
could be cajoled or even importuned, but not held to ran­
som or tyrranised. Nor, in these early :rears, did he ask 
his company to do anything he was not prepared to do him­
self. In the first year of his theatrical actiYities his must 
have been close on a twenty-hour ,vorking day. It was all 
praying too much for him, and towards the end of 1833 
he advertised for a partner willing to supply a small capital 
mid to take an active part in the management of the 
theatre. In February, 1834, it was announced that l\Ir. 
J oscph Simmons, lately from London, had taken a share 
in the Theatre Royal and ·was to have the entire manage­
ment of the stage. "He will be a valuable acquisition/' one 
newspaper said, "as l\fr. Simmons is perfectly convcrscrnt 
with theatricals." That is a claim ·which I have yet to 
establish. That he was an acquisition to Sydney's Theatre 
Royal there is no doubt whatever. He was a most gifted 
and Yersatile player. There seems to have been nothing 
he could not do-sing, dance, act in a ,Yide variety of parts, 
manage a theatre with unusual ability, and even write 
plays-eYerything, in fact, except get on with LcYey. 'l'hey 
inevitably fell out, their temporary disagreement being 
fostered and fanned by the intemal jealousies of the rest 
of the company, particularly that of the theatre's original 
leading man, Conrad Knowles. They parted company in 
1835, by whieh time Simmons had firmly established him­
self as a favourite with Sydney audiences. At the same 
time Levey announced that he had leased his theatre and 
company to a syndicate of six: Sydney business men. 

'\Vhen Levey came on stage at Simmon's farewell per~ 
formance to make some announcements about the changes 
whieh were to take plaec, the audience showed what it 
thought of things by ordering him off the stage with loud 
and repeated cries of "Off ! Off !" They would not listen to 
him, for Simmons vrns a favourite. They were not to know, 
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or perhaps they knew and did not care, that Leyey was 
far :ll'om ·well. \Y or1·y and an over-indulgence in alcohol 
,rel'e aggravating an inherent sickness. lfe needed quiet 
and rc8t, ·which he could not get in lus theatre. 

'l'hc combine leased the theatre from Levey for two 
years at an annual rental of £1,300, a large sum fol' those 
<lays, aml sufficient indication that despite its real and 
alleged irregularities it was certainly not losing money. 
Among this combine or syncheate were two men ·who at 
the time knew nothing ,rhateve1· of the theatre, but who 111 

a few years leamed all they needed to know to establish 
and run a number of the theatres which succeeded Barnett 
Le,·ey's. One of these men was Joseph Wyatt, the retired 
haberdasher, and the other ,Yilliam Knight. 

'l'hc fickle Press, ,Yith an indecent ,:off with the old 
loYc, 011 with the new" haste, welcomed the new manage­
ment, and lost no time in telling it how the theatre should 
be run. They ·were enthusiastic about the change, for a 
while, for they were quite sure most of the theatre's faults, 
or what they said "·ere its faults, were clue to Leyey's 
mismanagement. 11.'hey soon found that 110 matter who "a.:, 
the management, the old troublls continued-fights among 
the actors, disturbances in the audience, and the same 
round of hard, trying work for all connected with the 
theatre. 

The new lessees installed Simmons as manager, and 
as time progressed they in turn found that running a 
theatre "·as no sinecure, so that in NoYcmber, 1835, they 
farmed the remainder of their lease to Simmons. Now there 
ensued ,drnt could be called a fight for power bct\Ycen 
Conrad Kno,Yles, Barnett LeYey and Joseph Simmons­
who could not get on with each other. Kno,Yh s 1Yas 
jealous of Simmons's acting ability and popularity with 
the audience i Levey was annoyed because control of his 
theatre had fallen to Sinunons, and Simmons was doing his 
best to cope with two men whom he felt he eou)d well do 
without. Simmons apparently had his lease, or sub-lease 
until }Iay, 1836. Knowing this, Levey did his best to 
influence the main lessees to refuse a renewal to Simmons. 
He was more successful than he had perhaps hoped. 'l'he 
six lessees offered Levey £30 a week to manage the theatre 
for them, thus sparking off an explosion of domestic politics 
whose repercussions were to be felt for the next few years. 

Simmons was dismissed, and immediately retaliated 
hy inserting an adYertiscment in the newspapers detailing 
his wrongs, in the course of \Yhich he said that ":i.\Ir. LeYcy 
had consented to receive £30 per week as manager of the 
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theatre, and that any dog who breakfasted upon his, 
Levey's, generosity would not be liable to choke upon it." 
Leyey, not to be outdone in invective, at once wrote an 
advertisement of his own which he planned to have printed 
as a handbill and distributed by the town belJman. But 
it was so strong the printer refused to print it. Instead, 
he very maliciously passed the copy to Simmons, who 
handed it to his solicitor and instituted court proceedings. 
l\Ieantimc Knowles took advantage of the general excita­
bility to press his interests. The upshot was that the astute 
Joseph Wyatt moved in, bought out the five other lessees, 
and installed Knowles as manager until such time as the 
lease expired and Levey regained control of his theatre. 

Needless to say, when Levey did Tegain control of his 
theatre in 1837 Knowles was not among the company. 
\Yhich meant that without Simmons or Knowles the cmn­
pany was short of a good leading man. 1'his shortage was 
filled the next month, when John Lazar made his Sydney 
debut in the part of Shylock in l'he Jlierchant of Venice. 
Despite a mixed reception from the newspapers, Lazar's 
performances drew the wildest enthusiasm from the packed 
audiences which witnessed them. 

Leyey, in this year of 1837, was at last back at the 
helm of his beloYed theatre with a company purged of 
nearly all of its trouble-making elements. But he was not 
to be left long to enjoy it. Sydney's newspaper readers on 
i\Ionday, October 2, 1837, opening their illonitor ( the fil'st 
newspaper to be published that ,veek) were disappointed if 
they ,Yere looking for a report of the previous Saturday's 
performances at the theatre. There was not the usual 
page-hrn article headed '"The Theatre". Instead, tucked 
away among the "Local Intelligence," was a brief para­
graph which read: ~'In consequence of the death of :i\Ir. 
Barnett LeYey, the theatre will be closed for one week ... " 

Everyone, of course, rallied to the aid of l\:Irs. Barnett 
Le,·ey, the former Sarah Emma \Vilson, who from then 
on conducted the theatre under the guidance of Joseph 
Simmons ( who had again secured a "part lease"), John 
Lazar, and her step-father, Jacob Josephson. 

But the Theatre Royal's clays were numbered, for 
\Vyatt had almost completed his Victoria Theatre on a 
site near his former haberdashery store in Pitt Street. 
He and l\Irs. Levey came to an arrangen1ent whereby the 
Theatre Royal ,ms closed, and a few months later Wyatt 
bought the whole of Levey's former property so as to ensure 
that the Royal remained closed and could not open in 
competition with his Victoria Theatre. About twenty years 
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later \Yyatt's lease Oil the land Oil wl1ieh his theatre was 
built ran out, arn.l theatre and land were bought by a 
member of the Josephson fanuly. Wyatt then built his first 
Prince of \\' ales Theatre on the site in Castlc1·eagh Street 
occupied by today's Theatre Royal (soon to be demolished). 

When the Victoria opened it had a company of twenty 
players-that is, twenty actors whose names were con­
sidered important enough to be listed on the playbill. 
Sixteen of. these ,rere from Barnett Lercy's theatre, and as 
Lime went on the Victoria company ,ras made up almost 
exclusi \·ely of Barnett Levey's origmal plnyers. 

I think I have now told you enough about Barnett 
Lcvcy's Theatre Hoyal and his players, ladies and gentle­
men, to give you an inkling of how much 1 have not told 
you. The history of this theatre, l find, is fascinating, but 
it is also long and involYcd and one cannot do justice to 
it in a talk. But perhaps you can see nmv that it was far 
from negligible as a theatre, mid is the solid foundation on 
\Yhich our subsequent theatrical history was built. Despite 
the fights \Yhich marred their dealings with each other, 
Le,·cy and his company prcsentecl many great plays, ably 
and \Yell. ..::",..nd LcYey's theatre \Yas the training ground for 
a long list of people who \\·ere to take their experience into 
theatres in Sydney, Adelaide, :i.\Ielbourne and Tasmania. 
They helped to build what we today know as-or perhaps 
I. should say, once knew as-the Australian theatre. 

l should also haYc made it possible for you to sec how 
foolhardy it is for any writer to attempt to judge the 
merits of a theatre such as LeYey's without first finding 
out cYcrything about it. It could be said with a great 
deal of truth that we find in history what we bring to it. 
'I111e mo1·c we know about affairs of all kinds in the world 
outside .Australia in a giYen period in our history, the 
better we \\·ill understand, the more we will learn about 
Australian history. Only when its performances haYc been 
thoroughly analysed can one really see ·what kind of 
theatre LeYcy's was, and ,Yhat kind of actors it had. One 
eould talk for hours and not exhaust this subject. 

01w could talk, for instance, of Eliza \\Tinstanley, who 
came to Australia from England at the age of fifteen when 
her father \Yas engaged as secnepainter to Levey's Theatre 
Royal. A year later, at the age of sixteen, she made her 
stage dcbut at that theatre, and ultimately became the 
first Australian-trained actress t.o achieve success in New 
York, Philadelphia, j\fanchcstcr, and then London. I11 
1851 she joined Charles Kean's company at the Princess's 
Theatre in London, just at the start of his no\\· historically 
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famous Shakespeare revivals, and she remained there with 
1nm until he gave the theatre up in 1859. Durmg this 
period she also made at least eight appearances in com­
mand performances before Her :Majesty Queen Victoria, at 
Windsor Castle. Even if we allow for the possibility that 
Eliza \Vinstanley had a natural talent as an actress, we 
still 11111st recognise that the only stage training she ever 
had was reeeiwd at Barnett Levey's Theatre Royal. In 
dew of her success this could not have been negigible. 

Next we could talk of the operas and musical plays 
presented by Levey's company. But we must remember 
that "opera" in the early nineteenth century meant some­
thing a little different from what it means today. Today 
when ·we say "opera" we mean a theatrical performance 
in which every word is sung instead of spoken. In Le\·ey's 
day, and before it, an opera was a play with songs inter­
spersed. These songs were sometimes solos, sometimes trios 
or quartets, sometimes choruses. Today we class these as 
semi-operas-that is, part sung and part spoken. Levey's 
company presented an astonishing number of these semi­
opcras, of both the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. In 
the year 1833 alone they performed The Devil 1'o Pay, 
'Phe 1llarriage of li1igaro, Ink.le and Yarico, The Lo1·d of 
the 1llamor, 1'he 11101.t.ntuineers, The 1lliller and Ilis 1.llen, 
and 1'he Children in the 1Vood. I might mention in passing 
that The 1llarriage of 111igaro was l\Iozart's opera "arranged" 
by Henry Bishop-that is, turned from an opera into a 
part-spoken, part-sung play. In fact, it was l\Iozart's music 
horribly mutilated to suit the English audiences of the 
day, which had not yet become opera minded, or had not 
yet come to appreciate what we today call "grand opera". 

Then, if we turn to the year 1835 ·we have our first 
meeting with Isaac Nathan. Certain aspects of this com­
poser's life are by now familiar enough-how in 1815-
1822 he set Byron's Jlebrew 1lielodies to music, and how in 
1841 he emigTated to Australia, where he taught singing, 
organised vocal and instrumental concerts, worked for a 
\Yhilc in or with the theatre, and continued with his com­
posing, meeting his death by accident in 1864. \Vhat is 
not so \Yell known :is that he wrote or was associated with 
the music :for at least three ·works :for the stage in England, 
of \Yhich one was extremely popular in both England and 
Australia. In England Isaac Nathan had the well-known 
farce writer James Kenney as his librettist, and in Aus­
tralia he had Charles Nagel and J. L. j\fontefiore. It ma~· 
be assumed from the available evidence that James Kennev 
was responsible for Nathan turning his attention to tl{e 
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thcatre--or that he gaYe him the necessary encouragement. 
On 7 July, 1823, Kenney's comic opera, Szueetheans and 
\Yivcs, ·was produced at the Haymarl{ct 'rl1eatrc 111 London 
with music by \Vlntaker, Nathan, Cooke and Perry. '!'he 
inclus1011 in this semiMopcra of songs by four cumposers 
irnl1catcs that it was a pasticcio opera, and it is possible 
that Nathan compounded this particular ,vork. 111 any 
CYCnt, this introduction led to another work by Kenney 
the follmying year, for which Nathan wrote all the music. 
This was an Oriental story called '117w 1llcaid; or, 'Phe 
Secrets of Office, first gh·en at the Haymarket on 10 
August, 182-!. 'l'hrce years later Nathan wrote the music 
for another work of Kenncy's, 'Phe JU,ustr-ious Strci11gcr/ 
or, Married cmd B1iried, presented at Drury Lane in 1821. 
'l'his was by far the rnost popular of the three works with 
which Kenney and Nathan were associated, and was the 
first opera. by Nathan to be produced in Australia. It 
pro.-ided a perfect vehicle for the Ye1'Satile Joseph Simmons, 
who first played and sang in it at LeYey's Theatre Royal 
on 28 :i\Iay, 1835. In fact, Nathan's Sweethearts and lVives 
and ~the lll1tstrio-us Stranger were given many perform­
ances in Levey's theatre long before Nathan arrhed in 
Australia. '11/w Illustrious Strcrnger was also presented at 
a benefit performance for Nathan at the Victoria in 184 7, 
and at a benefit for Joseph Simmons as late as 1879, when, 
at the age of at least 70 Simmons again played the pari:. he 
had fii-st played at the Theatre Hoyal 4± years before. 

Inevitably, when Nathan wrote his opera Don John of 
,lustria, for which J. L. ]}Iontefiore provided the libretto, 
it was also a semi-opera-with Francis Nesbitt playing the 
leading speaking part, and the brothers Howson and :i\Irs. 
Guerin, later to become the mother of the fan1ous Nellie 
Stewart, prodding the singing leads. This opera was first 
presented in Sydney in i\Iay, 1847. It is still not generally 
known that while he was in Sydney Nathan wrote the 
music for three other stage works beside his Don Jolw of 
,.'.lustria. 

I could next talk about some of the actors themsch-es 
-J oscph Simmons, for instance, who in his years at the 
Theatre Royal played such differing roles as Petrucchio in 
11hc 'Taming of the Shrew, Iago in Othello, Lorenzo in The 
JI erchant of Venice, I-Ioratio in Hamlet, Pierre in Venice 
Preserved, Lcporello in Don Giovanni) :Macbeth, :i\Iercntio 
in Romeo aHd J'llliet, and the lead in a host of melodramas 
of the period, including the first Australian performance 
of 'l'hc Plying Dntclunmi, the play which preceded 
\Yagner's opera of that name. And yet this extraordinarily 
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versatile man specialised in stage Irishmen. He brought 
down the house night after night in the various comic 
Irishman parts featured in so many of the plays of this 
period, and in which he also sang a variety of Irish comic 
songs and danced a jig or two. When the Victoria Theatre 
first opened he was, theatrically, unemployed for a few 
months, but by September, 1838, he "·as playing i\fark 
Antony in Julius Caesar, and a month later was matle 
stage manager. The follo"·ing year he became a publica111 

but in 1842 he was back at the Victoria again as manager. 
In 1843 he opened his own theatre in i\farket Street near 
George Street, on a site now occupied by li1armers. It was, 
architecturally, a beautiful little theatre, but it was never 
a success and by the following year Simmons was back at 
the Victoria again and playing the lead in a melodrama 
which he wrote himself, 'l'he D1tellist; or, The 1lli11i.ster's 
Dmighter. 

While Simmons was at his Royal City Theatre in 
Market Street in 184:3, John Lazar played a leading role in 
J. L. i\Iontefiore's play, La Dnchesse de Chcvreuse, which 
l\Iontefiore had translated from the French and presented 
to the Victoria Theatre before leaving on one of his trips 
to Europe. John Lazar was another perfect example of the 
extraordinary versatility of these gifted men of the early 
Australian theatre. They were not only versatile on the 
stage, but also off it. rrhey conducted hotels and stores, 
they held auctions, they built or opened theatres, they CYen, 
as in John Lazar's case, held office in city councils. Another 
extraordinary thing about them is the way they fought 
and called each other eternal enemies. But as soon as one 
of them was in trouble of any kind, the rest rushed to his 
rescue. Vilhen Wyatt was in trouble because a rival 
theatre opened in :Hunter Street, it was Simmons and 
Lazar who helped him. When, in turn, 1Vyatt tried unsuc­
cessfully to block Simmons from building his Royal Cit)' 
Theatre, it was all the old original leading players of 
Levey's company ,vho came to the aid of Simmons, includ­
ing his so-called mortal enemy-the man whom he said he 
would never act with again, Conrad Knowles. And when, 
by their defection, ·wyatt was left with only the dregs of 
the players in Sydney, it was Lazar who came to his assis­
tance and, by working like a madman, knocked a company 
of sorts into shape. It was in this year, 1843, that .John 
Lazar's son, Samuel, first appeared on the stage, at the age 
of five, in the part of Tom Thumb in the play of the same 
name. Thirty-two years later the same Samuel Lazar 
opened what is, in effect, today's Theatre Royal in Castle­
reagh Street. 
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Of Lazar the elder the JI erald said when he first 
appeared at the 'l'heatre Royal in 1837: "We are glad to 
find that, notwithstanding his partial failure in the 1mpor­
tnnt characters he first appeared in, he will be a useful 
addition to the company-besides which he is said to be a 
YC.'1'.V decent man, lrnYing lately arrived in the Colony with 
his wife and family." And in September, 1843, towards the 
end of his managerial role at the Victoria, the .ilia;tralia,n 
complimented him on the work he had clone for that theatre, 
adding: ''":i.\Ir. Lazar, in his capacity of impressario, has 
done much to secure the best wishes of the lowrs of the 
drama-his revivals of some of the finest productions of 
Shakespeare, Otway, J.\Iilman, Sheridan, Colman, and 
Sheridan Knowles would of themseh·es obtain for hnn the 
warmest thanks of the friends of the stage ... " This was 
the year, ladies and gentlemen, in which George Coppin 
arrived in Sydney-the year in which, according to his 
biographer, the Sydney theatre was not important enough 
to merit the notice of the newspapers. 

One could1 in fact, talk for hours about the variety of 
plays presented at Levey's theatre and during the first few 
years at the Victoria-or one could write about them, as I 
have. I haye had an article on his Shakespearian prvdnc­
tions accepted for inclusion in a publication of the Cam­
bridge Uniycrsity Press. I haYe had another on his opera 
productions accepted by a London n1usical magazine. I 
lun-c had an article on the eighteenth century plays pre­
sented in the early Sydney theatre accepted by an American 
university journal. Once again, I could not have done this, 
1 could not have "Titten those artic1es if Lcvey1s theatre 
had been as negligible as some would haYe us belieYe. Even 
his theatre tickets are a source of interest in themselvc$. 
I have discoyered that the Sydney printers, W. C. Penfold 
and Co. Pty. Ltd. have in their possession one or two of 
the original engraved plates used for these. I ha\·c had a 
brief article on these tickets accepted by a London theatre 
research journal. 

At this stage you could well be a~king yourseh-es why 
on earth anyone in England or America should be so 
interested in the Australian theatre of the 1830's. 'l'hc 
truth is that, everywhere but in Australia, there is an 
enormous, a world-wide interest in theatre research. 
Universities in England, France1 Germany, Italy and 
America, all with their drama and theatre departmenfa, 
arc studying theatre history in the minutest detail. 
America, England, and other countries have their Theatre 
Research Societies, all of which are mcm hers of the world 
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body, the International Federation for Theatre Research. 
Each society, and the federation, produces its own quar­
ter1y journals. Six American uni-versities that I know of 
puuLsh journals on speeialist aspeets of theatre history. 
All these, of course, provide a vast body of interesting and 
valuable information on theatre history all over the world. 
A man doing research in England or Ameriea-or any­
where else, for that matter-on the kind of stage perfor­
mances giYen in London in the 1830's is astomshed and 
delig-hted to find that much the same programmes were 
being given at this period in history not only in England, 
\\Tales, Scotland, Ireland, America, and even India, but also 
in far a,vay Australia. Even the design of Sydney's 
Theatre Royal tickets was much the same as those in use 
in the overseas theatres of the time-a direct carryo-ver of 
a style established in England in the late eighteenth 
century. 

In conclusion, ladies and gentlemen, I should like to 
say: Ne-ver accept a judgment on our history or on our 
forbears unless you are certain the one who makes that 
judgment has established his claims. In the case of Barnett 
Levey's Theatre Royal, if eyer you hear anybody say, in 
effect: 'Nobody \>ill deny that the first permanent Aus­
tralian theatre was of little importance,' be like the famous 
German playwright, Gottholcl Ephraim Lessing in a some­
what similar circumstance~ and say: 'I am that nobody ! 
I deny it absolutely !' Thank you. 

AUSTRALIAN JEWRY IN 1966 
WALTER j\f. LIPPMANN 

(Reprinted from The Jewish Journal of Sociology, Vol.XI, No. 1, 
June, 1969). 

l\Iy earlier analysis, "The Demography of Australian 
Jewry", 1 based upon the 1961 Census, concluded with the 
obserrntion that 

... Jewish life in Australia has reached a peak. How­
ever, below the surface of the vitality of the committed 
and involved, the alluring pressures of the free society 
arc causing a steady drift of the uninterested, if not dis­
affected, away from Jewish cormnunaI life .... 

In the years ahead, numbers, emotional motivation, 
and intensity of involvement are likely to decline as 
second and third generation attitudes replace those of the 
colesly-knit communities deriving their current Yitality 
largely from the impetus of first generation immigrants ... 

The 1966 Commonwealth Census has now offered a 
welcome opportunity to test these conclusions against the 



Australian Jewry in 1966 207 

changes and trends disclosed by the previous quanc1uennial 
census. As a result, a series of observations emerges clearly 
enough to enable us to conclude that: 

1. the spectacular growth of Australian Jewry since 
the Second \V orld War has slowed down and been 
almost arrested; 

2. the birth rate of Australian Jewry is declining and 
is insufficient to maintain present numbers; 

3. Australian Jewry, which I described in my earlier 
article as a predominantly first-generation immi­
grant community, is losing its immigrant character 
and, following the pattern of An1er1can Jewry,2 
is rapidly changing into one in which the 11at1ve­
bor11 generation will outnu1nber its immigrant for­
bears; and 

4. though detailed statistics of the religions of mar­
riage partnern ai·e not yet accessible, an analysis 
of such particulars as are available points to a 
marked increase in the number of Jews who 
chose their spouses outside the Jewish e01n­
munity. 

These conclusions will undoubtedly be disturbing to 
those who saw in the great progress made by Australian 
Jewry during the past two decades the emergence of a 
new and vital force in Jewish life. This paper is designed 
to examine in detail ihe eYi<lence upon which my assess­
ment is based. 

The total number of persons declaring their adherence 
to the Hebrew religion in the 1966 census was 63,271 
(59,329 in 1961)-an increase of 6.65 per cent. for the 
fiw-year period. This compares with an increase of 51 
per cent. in the seven-year period 19±7-54 and 18.4 per 
cent. between 195-l and 1961. However, during the five 
years under review (1%1-66), 3,778 Jews are known to 
have migrated to Australia. (The nature of records kept 
in this regard is such that the t1·ue number of Jewish immi­
grants can be assumed to have been greater : the Austra­
lian GoYernment does not classify immigrants according 
to religion; and the figure of 3,778 does not include the 
J ewi.sh immigrants who came to Australia at their own 
expense and did not contact a Jewish welfare society for 
information or assistance). A.s a result, one is led to the 
inevitable conclusion that the natural growth (surplus of 
births over deaths and defections) of Australian Jewry is 
minimal and that the 1971 census may reveal a decline in 
the overall number of Jews in Australia. 
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Table 1 pinpoints the changes recorded in the various 
States and imhcates that, for the first time since 1933, the 
growth in Victoria, home of the largest nu1nber of Jews 
in Australia, has been proportionately the smallest in all 
States. Even if the figures were adjusted to allow for the 
fact that disclosure of religion in the census is voluntary, 
this conclus10n would not materially be affected since the 
rate of "no reply" has vai~ed only slightly between the 
various States (from 9 per cent in New South Wales to 
10.ti per cent. in Western Australia). Such tests as ha Ye 
been made (for instance, Sociological Sfody of the Jewish 
Comin,mity of illelbourne, 1967) 3 have shown that the 
Jewish rate of non-disclosure follows closely that of the 
general population. We can therefore arrive at an adjusted 
Jewish population figure for the whole of Australia in 
1966 of 69,481 (as against the 1961 adjusted total of 
65,985). 

The increase in the number of Jews in Tasmania is 
worth noting. Although the overall numbers of Jews in 
Tasmania is small, and Tasmanian Jewry has been re­
garded as a "dying" community, this accession of mainly 
Australian-born Jews (142 in 1966 as against 61 in 1961) 
appears to have been due to an internal migration from 
other States of some y01u1ger families with children. 

An examination of the age distribution of Australian 
Jewry ( Tables 2 and 3) shows that the major growth has 
not taken place in the age group 0-5 where it would indicate 
the natural growth factor, but rather in the middle age 
groups as well as in the age groups 10-191 indicating the 
co11tinuing influx of migrants with children as the main 
source of strength. The age groups 55 years and over 
disclose the expected losses through death. Of overriding 
importance, however, is the fact that the number of chil­
dren in the 0-4 age group is significantly smaller in 1966 
than it was in 1961 (3,990 in 1961; 3,435 in 1966; a drop 
of almost 15 per cent.). In 1966 the Jewish fertility ratio 
( children aged 0-4 as a percentage of females aged 15-44) in 
Australia dropped to 22.7 (general population 48.3), a rate 
somewhat half-way between those recorded in 1933 (23.3) 
and 1921 (35), and significantly lower than that of 1954 
(39.4) or 1961 (35.3). The larger number of 15-19-year­
olds may hold some promise of increased fecundity in the 
near future, but the sharp drop in the number of younger 
children indicates that, even should this materialize, it will 
be only a very temporary respite from the general low 
birth-rates. 
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Finally, the lower birth-rate and possibly also the 
longer expectation of life are reflected in the fact that 
33.6 per cent. of the conununity is aged 50 and oYer, corn­
parecl with 22,6 per cent, of the Australian nation as a 
whole; while ;JO,l per cent, of the Jewish community is 
under 20 years of age compared with 38,5 per cent, or the 
Australian general population. 

An oYerall analysis of net changes in the J cwish popu­
lation by country of birth between 1961 and 1966 shows 
(see Table 4) that there has been a marked increase in 
the number of Australian-bom persons (2,925), ln con­
trast to the earlier post-war pattern, the United Kingdom 
is now emerging as the major country from which immi­
grants join the Australian Jewish community (net increase 
561), while Asia (primarily Israel) follows with a net 
increase of 3±1, 

'l'he 1966 Census has also revealed that, with the 
exception of Victoria, all the States of the Commonwealth 
now luwe a majority of Jews born in Australia and the 
United Kingdom. Even in Victoria, the Australian-born 
component has risen from 37,5 per cent, in 1961 to 40,3 
per cent. in 1966, while the percentage of those born in 
the United Kingdom has not diminished: 6,8 in 1961 ancl 
6,9 in 1966, 

'J.'able 4 also shows that although there has been an 
increase in the total nlnnber of Jews born in continental 
Burope, the percentage of that component in the total 
Jewish population has in faet decreased from 44,4 in 1961 
to 41,2 in 1966, (Some States show a net loss in the num­
ber of Jews born in continental Europe: \Vestern Aus­
tralia, Tasmania, the Northern Territory, and Victoria in 
particular where the loss amounted to 488, Other States 
record inc1·cases: New South \Vales, Queensland, South 
Australia, and the Australian Capital Territory), 

To sum up. The spectacular post-war growth of the 
Australian Jewish conununity has clearly been arrested 
and, failing further llnmigration, the future of the com­
munity rests precariously upon the g·eneration of young 
people currently aged 10-20, Only if this relatiYely small 
group (5,811 males and 5,J83 females) marry Jewish part­
ners will Australian Jewry haYe a prospect of surYiving in 
some strength. However, assimilatory trends and dis­
affections from the community of many young people 
point to only a proportion of them remaining within 
~Je,Yish society. The pattern of intermarriage previously 
notecl1 will probably continue to aggravate the hnbalance 
of the sexes, thus causing us to conclude that, unless a 
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remarkable consolidation and revival of Jewish identifica­
tion and loyalties occur in the next few years, Australian 
Jewry will have passed the peak attained during the past 
two decades. 

NOTES 
1 W. l\f. Lippman, 1'he Jewish Journal of Sociology, Vol. VIII, No. 

2, Dec., 19661 pp. 213-39. 
2 Jacob :Marcus, "Background for the History of American Jewry", 

in Oscar I. Jauowsky, ed., The American Jew, Jen'ish Publication 
Society, Philadelphia, 1964, and Community Survey Reports: San 
Francisco, 1959i Providence, R.I., 1964; Rochester, N.Y., 1961; 
Greater Washington D.C., 1957; and Los Angeles, 1968. 

3 Unpublished manuscripts by R. Taft and Walter :M. Lippmann. 
'l'he Jewiiih Soc'.al Service Council of Victoria sponsored this study, 
which was directed by the authors in 1966-67. 

4 Lippmann, op. cit. 



'l'ABLJD 1: Jewish population of Australia 

1966 
1961 

Increase 196'1·6'6 
Male I!'cmalo 1'otal Tota.l Number Pcrocnfogc 

Victoria ........................ 15,456 15,602 31,058 29,932 1,126 3.6 
N.S.W ............................... 12,627 13,286 25,913 24,026 1,887 7.8 
W cstcrn Australia ......... 1,510 1,486 2,996 2,782 214 7.7 
South Australia ..... .. .... 622 627 1,249 985 264 26.0 
Queensland ...... ...... .. .... 839 790 1,629 1,334 295 2~.l 
A.U.'l' . .............................. 118 85 203 111 92 82.9 
Tasmania ........................ 119 88 207 136 71 34.3 
N. 'l'crritory .................. 10 6 16 23 -7 dee. 

Australia ........................ 31,301 31,970 63,271 59,329 3,942 6.65 

Gcncml 
Populatfon 

Growth 
1961-66 

9.88 
8.09 

13.43 
12.52 

9.54 
63.21 
6.02 

9.92 

1966 
Proportion 

of 
Pozmlat-ion 

0.96 
0.61 
0.36 
0.11 
0.10 
0.21 
0.06 
0.05 

0.55 
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'l'ABLE 2. Numbers of Pe,·so11s who stated "II ebrew" in answer to the re/igio11s q11estion by age• (gro11ped 

ages): il11straliar-Census, 30 Jtme, 1966 

Age last birthday (Years) 

Q.4 5-9 

90 'l'otal 
and all 

10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-,J:4 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75-79 80-84 85-89 over ages 

Males 1,765 2,168 2,689 3,122 1,976 1,268 1,308 11628 2,373 21484 2,756 2,810 1,931 11328 846 508 
Females 1,670 2,172 2,510 2,973 11885 1,395 1,349 11964 2,844 2,538 2,640 2,263 1,810 1,5711,031 723 
Persons 3,435 4,340 5,199 6,095 3,861 2,663 2,657 3,592 5,217 51022 5,396 5,073 31741 2,899 1,877 1,231 

~· Recorded ages adjusted by the distribution of ages "not stated". 

235 86 20 31,301 
440 151 41 31,970 
675 237 61 63,271 
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TABLE 3. 
1·ariation in age clistr-ibutio11 of 1btstralian Jewry 

1961 figures 
projected by Actual Variation 

5 years 1966 +or-

O·cl 3,435 555 
5-9 3}190 4,340 + 50 

IO·H 4,758 5,199 + clcll 
15-19 5,699 6,095 + 396 
20-24 3,832 3,861 + 29 
25-29 2,510 2,663 + 153 
:rn-:15 2,50-! 2,657 + 15i~ 
:{5-39 :1,381 3,5!-'12 + 111 
40-H 4,85·1 5,217 + 363 
45-49 4,780 5,022 -1- 242 
50-5·.l 5,232 5,396 -1- 164 
55-59 5,126 5,073 53 
60-6,1 3,882 3,741 141 
65-69 3,220 2,899 321 
70 :rnd onir 5,561 4,101 -1,460 

TABLE 4. 

Origin of ,lustralicm Jewry 

1966 1961 
N111nbcr Percentage Nmnbcr Perccnta.ge 

Australa:-ia 26,133 41.3 23,208 39.1 
United Kingdom 5,754 9.1 5,193 8.8 

,Ycstcrn and 
Centrnl Europcl 12,247 19.4 11,588 19.5 
Southcm Europe2 194 0.3 167 0.3 
Eastern Europe3 13,533 21.4 12,712 21.4 
Other Europe 93 0.1 1,908 3.2 

Totnl Europe 26,067 41.2 26,375 ;4,4 
faracl 1,737 2.8 
Other Asian 1,517 2.4 

Total Asian 3,304 5.2 2,963 5.0 
Africa 1,555 2.5 1,273 2.2 
America 437 0.7 302 0.5 
Unspcci:ficd 21 15 

Total 63,271 100.0 59,329 100.0 

\\·c:;tcrn nn<l Ccntrnl Europe includes : Austria, Belgium, Czecho­
slantkia, Denmark, France, Germany, Hungary, Holland, Norway, 
Sweden, Switzerland. 

2 Southern Europe ineludcs : Greece, Italy, Malta, Portugal, Spain. 
3 Eastern Europe includes : Bulgaria, Estonia, Finland, Latvia, 

Lithmmin, Poland, Runmnia, U.S.S.R,. Yugoslana. 
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PREFACE 
I have thought it necessary to preface this short his­

tory of the Kalgoorlie Congregation by a resume of the 
history of the Coolgardie Congregation whieh preceded that 
of Kalgoorlie by some few years. 

This history of the Coolgardie Congregation was re­
corded by the late ]\fr. David Benjamin, LL.B., of Sydney, 
who was a member of the Publications Committee of the 
Australian Jewish Historical Society, and its assistant 
honorary secretary. He wrote this history during his stay 
in '\Vestem Australia on war service, and it was published 
by the Society in its Journal of July, 1947, and is Part III 
of four sections in the Journal recordjng his investiga­
tions into the establishment of the Jewish communities of 
Fremantle, Perth, the Goldfields and Northam. 

As his records on Kalgoorlie take us only up to 1897, 
which saw the demise of the Coolgardie Congregation and 
the rise of Kalgoorlie consequent npon the discovery of 
the rich gold mines there, and the migration of most 
Coolgardie citizens to Kalgoorlie, the object of this reeorcl 
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is to continue Kalgoorlie history from that time to it3 
ultimate demise in 1968. Unfortunately, as far as this 
\\Titer has been able to ascertain, no records of the activi­
ties of the Coolgarclie Congregation have been preserved, 
and ],lr, Benjan1in secured his information mainly from 
public records, private persons and the Press. 

The first Jewish service was held in Coolgardie on 
the Jewish New Year's Day of 1894, and was held in a 
tent, with eleven men present. In !lay, 1895, a meeting 
decided to apply to the Government for a block of land 
upon which to erect a Synagogue, and lot 405 was approved 
and a grant issued on 29th July, 1896. 

'rhis lot was on the Northern side of Shaw Street, 
near the corner of Hunt Street. The Congregation called 
itself the Goldfields Hebrew Congregation, although by 
that time the Kalgoorlie Congregation had already begun 
to function. A wooden building was erected on the site 
and was ready for the High Holy Days in l'ioyember, 1896. 

By the end of 1899 the Congregation was so small, 
caused by the growth of Kalgoorlie that ultimately it 
ceased to exist, and the Synagogue property was sold to 
the Loyal Orange Institution of W . .A. There is no record 
of what became of the purchase price of this building and 
land. One significant piece of history omitted by Mr. 
Benjamin in his record of the Coolgardie Congregation, 
was the visit of the Rev. A. T. Boas, i\Iinistcr of the 
Adelaide IIebrcw Congregation, who was on a Yisit to 
Western Australia for the purpose of laying the foundation 
stone of the new Synagogue in Perth in September, 1896. 

lle was invited to come to Coolgardie to Consecrate 
the new Synagogue as well as the local Je,vish cemetery, 
in which he conducted the first burial, that of Mr. T. 
Soller. 

Amongst other activities there, he delivered a public 
lecture on "the Jew in Fiction and Drmna", and "·as 
entertained at a luncheon by the :Mayor and leading citizens 
at the Grand Hotel. He was also entertained by the local 
Jewish Community at the Cafe de Paris, presided over by 
Councillor Levinson. }le spent two days in Coolgardie, 
and returned to Perth on 12th Jsfoyember. 

'l'hese events are recorded in the Coolgardic 1.lli-ncr, 
together with a photo of the new Synagogue, in its issue 
of November 21st, 1896. 
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THE KALGOORLIE HEBREW CONGREGATION 
1901-1969 

No history of this Congregation would be adequate 
without a biographical sketch of the life of Louis .tlrdiiir 
.cHman ,d10, for nearly forty years, helped to keep the 
flame of Judaism alive in that far-distant outpost-the 
last twenty-four years of which, practically single handed. 

By his death on April 1st, 1969, that flame was 
extinguished, and the Congregation as such ceased to 
<.1:xist. 

At the age of 82, and as l\Iayor of Kalgoorlic, the 
goldficlds lost one of its most respected citizens and \\' cs­
tcrn Australian Jewry one of its most stalwart sons. He 
"-as :Mayor for two years and four months1 and a member 
of the Kalgoorlie :i\Iunicipal Council for forty-seven yeal'S, 
during twenty of ,rhich he was Acting or Deputy :Mayor. 
He ,ms first elected to the Council on 22nd No,-ember, 
1922, and as :i\Iayor on 5th November, 1966. 

In many other ways he served the general community, 
including 38 years as honorary secretary of the Kalgoorhe 
1ilasonic Lotlge and as Past Gra11d President of the Druids. 

He \\'as a delegate to the conference of the Goldficlds 
Local Govcrrnncnt Bodies, the Country Town Councils 
Association, the Eastern Goldfi.elds Transport Board, the 
Eastern Goldfields Repatriation Board, and the Lake 
Douglas Committee. 

He ,ras also a men1bcr of the Kalgoorlie Chamber of 
Commerce, an<l the Kalgoorlie Rotary Ulub and Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of the Goldficlds Pictures Ltd., 
and of i\I. Kelly Ltd. 

He \\'as appointed a Justice of the Peace in 1966, and 
carried on his business as a painter and interior decorator 
until his retirement in 1965. 

In addition to all the above activities, he was the 
Pr<.'siclcnt of the Kalgoorlie Hebrew Congregation since 
1931. 

A special service was held in the Town Hall prior to 
his burial in the J cwish section of the Kalgoorlic Ceme­
tery, which was attended by Rabbi Dr. S. Coleman, who 
officiated, together with members of the Perth Hebrew 
Congregation, and by all sections of Goldfields citizens and 
organisations including the Bishop of Kalgoorlie, and 
striking tributes were paid to his long public ser\·ice and 
character. 

His death was greatly deplored by a large section of 
the Gold-fields citizens, and business and communal asso-
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ciatcs. Flags were flown at half-mast throughout the city 
as a mark of this esteem. 

Mr. Alman was born in Ballarat, Victoria, on 28th 
January, 1887,, and came to Kalgoorlie at the age of ten 
on 12th March, 1897. He married Rosetta Katz in Sep­
tember, 1912, Rabbi D. I. Ji"'reedman, of Perth, officiating. 
They had two sons and three daughters, all of whom, 
including his wife, survive him. 

By prefacing this history witl1 this personal reference 
to its last President, it will in no way diminish the sterling, 
conscientious and devoted men and women who, also from 
its inception in 1901, carried on year by year, the difficult 
job of banding together for their faith the small group of 
J e,vish souls-perhaps never more than 70 to 80, the ever­
changing memberships which constituted the J e,·dsh 
citizens in a relatively unstable go1dmining community in 
its early days. 

The basis of this history has been drawn mainly from 
the few remaining records and documents handed to the 
Secretary of the Perth Hebrew Congregation, l\Ir. E. 
Paehtman, by l\Ir. Allman's family, who, with Rabbi Dr. S. 
Coleman, went to Kalgoorlie to cary out the last burial 
rites. 

These documents consist of: 
( 1) Two minute books covering the period from 9th 

October, 1901 to 15th September, 1946. 
(2) One small volume of copies of outward corres­

pondence contained in the old-fashioned wet 
letterpress book-a great deal of which is illegible 
owing to faulty copying and old age-covering 
the period between October, 1901 and Scptem ber, 
1912. 

(3) A Quantity of inward correspondence and 
various papers. 

( cl) Various accounts, bank and receipt books. 
All these records arc now placed with the office of 

the Perth Hebrew Congregation, Perth, "\Vestern Australia. 
In the history of ,Vest Australian Jewry 1829-1897 

Part III on "The Goldfields", the late l\Ir. David Benja­
min, of Sydney, has written up the history of the Cool­
gardic and Kalgoorlie Hebrew Congregations up to the 
year 1897. This was published in the Journal of the 
Australian Jewish Historical Society, Volume II, Part VII. 
1947. 

In this account, J\'Ir. Benjamin states) on page 378, 
that the first glimpse of any attempt at communal organi­
sation in Kalgoorlie was a meeting at the end of August, 



The Kalgoorlie II ebrew Co11gregatio11 219 

189G, when an application was made to the Minister of 
Lands for a grant of land, and then proceeds to give some 
detail of the men associated with it. No records exist as 
far as this writer is aware of of the further activities of 
this meeting. ' 

From the records now aYailable there is a hiatus of 
some four years to October, 1901, when a new endeaYour 
was made to re-establish an organised community. 

\Vhat happened during tlus period is not known to 
the writer who has not the facilities for the research 
necessary to establish the facts, and there are no liYing 
members of the conununity in Kalgoorlie or Perth who are 
in a position to know what these conditions were during 
that period. 

According to )Irs. L. A. Alman, who arrived in Kal­
goorlie in 1900, there were 70 members of the Congregation 
at the time the Synagogue ,ras built in 1902. 

In 1897 there were 55 Jews in Coolgardie, including 
±0 males and 15 females. 'l'hese gradually dimimshed by 
migration to Kalgoorlie and thus formed the nucleus of 
what subsequently became the Kalgoorlie Congregation. 

Similarly over the years, the same cause was the 
ultimate demise of the Kalgoorlie Congregation, whose 
membership gradually declined by death and moYing to 
Perth and other centres. Curiously, Kalgoorlie has not 
attracted Jewish migrants to \Vestern Australia prior to 
and after the World \l'ar; most of them settled in Perth. 

Of the records arnilable of the Kalgoorlie Congrega­
tion, the first meeting of the newly formed Committee 1s 
contained in the minute book, and ,vas held on 9th October, 
1901, at .i\fr. Gouldston's establishment opposite the Post 
Office in Hannan Street. The meeting is referred to as 

"'l111e first Committee meeting of the ExeeutiYe ap­
pointed of a permanent character" 

and proceeds to record those present as follows: i.Vlr. 
i\Iorris Cohen, President; .i\lessrs. H. B. Silberberg, A. 
Plcgcltaub, I. Davis, S. Epstein, A. Gouldston, Com­
mittee. :Mr. :i\L Rosenberg, Hon. Secretary and Trcas~1rer. 

:i\Iessrs. P. I-I. :i\Iendoza and H. l\I. Levy's names also 
appear as Committeemen on the printed circular sent to 
all Jewish residents announcing the formation of the 
Congregation as resohed by the Committee. 

The 111inutes make reference to the recent serYiccs 
held on New Year's Day and Day of Atonement, but there 
is no reference to any general meeting having been held, 
as there must have been to have elected this Committee. 
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This meeting resolved that the name of the Congrega­
tion be l'he Ifolgoorlie 11 ebrew Co11gregation, and that the 
memberslup fee be 10/6 p.a. Also, that au application be 
made to the Minister of Lands for a block of land upon 
which to build a Synagog·ue-an identical request made 
by the meeting held in 1896, as recorded by .i\!Ir. David 
Benjamin. 

It was also resolved that the Committee meet once a 
month. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, the President in­
vited the members to "a mozzling" for the future prosperity 
of the newly formed congregation. 

In accordance ,vith its resolution, monthly meetings 
were held fairly regularly over the years up to 1911, but 
seemed to have been considerably reduced or abandoned 
or not recorded thereafter, but the annual general meet­
ings seemed to have been regularly held up until 1946, 
as well as some special general meetings on occasions to 
deal with special matters. In a letter written in 1953 by 
the President, i\Jr. Alman, he indicated that no committee 
had been in existence for over seYen years. 

From 1946 no further minutes are available, and it is 
presumed that as from this time, congregational matters 
were left entirely in the hands of the President, i\Ir. 
Alman, a fact emphasized by the outward correspondence 
available, which is mainly in his name. 

It is now intended to indicate in a broad manner, 
some of the most important activities of the Congregation 
over its lifetime, as far as the records disclose. 

In 1907 there is a minute recording that a history of 
the Congregation was placed under the foundation stone 
of the Town Hall then being built, but it does not state 
who was the author, nor is any copy available. Time alone 
may ultima.tely disclose this history. 

The Congregation was incorporated in July, 1904. It 
is recorded that the constitutions of both the Perth and 
Melbourne Congregations were sought and amended, and 
adapted by a general meeting of the Congregation. 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

The conduct of the Congregation was ean·ie<l on by 
what was called in the minutes the "Committee", which 
would be equivalent to the Board of Management of most 
congregations. 

The Committee was elected at the annual general 
meetings, and had power to add to its numbers, which it 
did from time to time. 
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1Iostly these Committee meetings were held once a 
month, in Yarious places. Usually the attendance <lid not 
exceed an average of four or fise members. On many 
occasions, meetings had to be abandoned because of the 
lack of a quo1·um. 

1i_nnual meetings were usually held, but were poorly 
attcndcu, frequently by only the members of the Commit­
tee, and in many cases the whole of the Executive Officers 
were re-elected. 

lt would be safe to say that very few of the eongre­
gants took an active interest in the affairs of the Cougrc­
tion, apart from the office bearers, and 111ost of the 
finances and even the charitable contributions were sup­
]Jortcd mainly by these few devoted men, and by the 
efforts of the women, cOm]Jrising the local branch of the 
.Nationnl Council of J mrish 'iY omen. 

During the whole period of its existence, financial 
]Jroblerns seemed to have been their greatest difficulty. 

An analysis of the names recorded in the records 
aYailable indicates that oYer the 45 years of its existence, 
a little over 100 adult males are mentioned. 

Circularisation shows that not more than 70 people 
were contacted, which suggests that the commu,1ity did 
not exceed 200 souls during that period, including men, 
women and children. The lai·gest number of children men­
tioned us participating in the spasmodic efforts made to 
create a Hebrew School numbered only 14. 

'l.'hc following is a list of Office Bearers: 
OFFICE BEARERS 

Presiclc11ts: 1901 Morris Cohen 
1902-6 S. E]Jstein 
1907-17 D. J. Steenbohm 
1918-30 B. Abadee 
1931-69 L. A. Alman 

Vice Prcsicle11ts: 1923-30 J. Wolinski 
1931 B. Abadee 
1935 J. Wolinski 

1'rcas11rers: 1901-6 :i\I. Rosenberg 
1907-9 S. Herman 
1910-11 i\I. Samuel 
1912 H. Freidlander 
1915-17 D. J. Steenbolnn (acting) 
1918 P. Walters 
1919-36 I. i\Iasel 
1937-44 I. Alman 
1945-46 Kinesler 
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JI on. Secretaries: 1901-5 
1906 
1907-9 
1910-11 
1912-13 
1914-17 
1918 
1919-20 
1921 
1922-29 
1930-34 
1935-38 
1939-46 

:M. Rosenberg 
D. J. Steenbohm 
Elias Cohen 
E. Bromberg (acting) 

A. Salinger 
J. Swartz 
A. Salinger 
L. Zeffert 
A. Salinger 
L. Zeffert 
L. Woodman 
J. Wolinski Jr. 

LAND AND BUILDINGS 
As will be seen by Mr. Benjamin's records, the first 

act of the original committee formed in 1896 was identical 
to that of the newly formed body in 1901, in applying to 
the Minister for Lands for a block of land upon which 
to build a Synagogue. In both cases this was done before 
either committee was properly organized or had any fnncls. 

These early acts emphasize the importance that each 
attributed to the act of worship and the principle that the 
Synagogue is the pivot around which Jewish congrega­
tions revolve. 

Two or three applications were made for specific 
blocks which were not approved by the Government, and 
eventually Reserve 8213, Lot 465 of 39 perches in Brook­
man Street was approved and gazetted on 23rd April, 1902. 
The land was leased on a 999 years lease, and was to be 
used for religious purposes. 

Owing to the difficulty of raising sufficient finance, 
nothing of a practical nature about building was clone 
until a year later, when it ·was decided to secure plans 
which were prepared by Messrs. Draper & Edmonds, 
Architects, tenders for which varied between $170.0.0 and 
£385.0.0. After prolonged negotiations, the tender of 
Messrs. Ellis and Pitman was accepted at £344.10.0 pay­
able on terms over 12 months. The p11ce and the under­
taking to erect the building in five weeks make it obYious 
that the building must have been small and built of 
timber. Curiously, the building has been referred to 
seYeral times throughout the minutes as a "hall", and was 
used as such many times, when it was let for dancing and 
other purposes, so as to raise money to liquidate its cost. 
In the encl a bank overdraft had to be arranged to pay 
the builders, and this financial obligation seems to hm·e 



The Kalgootlie JI ebrew Congregation 223 

been a source of continuous worry to the small band of 
committee men over the years. 

These difficulties arising out of a congregation of 
anything between 50 and 70 people seem to indicate that 
the individuals generally were not in any fairly substantial 
financial circumstances, although evidence does show that 
many of the1n were generous. 

i\Ir. H. Landau, of London-on a visit to Kalgoorlie, 
apparently in connection with mining interests-p1·omiscd 
£100.0.0 to the building fund, and this was subsequently 
received. 

The first annual general meeting held in the Syna· 
gogue was held on Sunday, 13th September, 1903. There 
seems to be no reference to the building being consecrated, 
maybe on account of the cost of bringing the Rabbi from 
Perth to perform it. Over the years, considerable expense 
and inconvenience were caused by necessary repairs and 
cleaning, and some damage done during use by tenants. 
Subsequently in 1933, arrangements were made between 
Mr. Leon Woodman and the Committee for a caretaker's 
cottage to be built by him, at his own cost, at the rear of 
the hall for his use, in return for his undertaking to 
look after the premises. 

l\Ir. "\Y oodman was an optician, and for many years 
acted as Hon. Secretary of the Congregation. 

During 1941 to 1948, the hall was leased to the Girl 
Guides' Association, and also let to the Goldfields Repc1·­
tory Club at 10/- per week for a period of 5 years, aml 
subsequently sold, presumably to the club, as it has now 
been built on in front and a large stage and dressing rooms 
built inside. In 1940, the Perth Hebrew Congregation 
wrote to 1\Ir. A.Iman and asked that the Kalgoorlie Con~ 
grcgation hand over its property to Perth. This request 
was sharply declined by illr. Alman . 

. A .. gain in 1952, the Perth Congregation asked for the 
transfer of its Scrolls of the Law and Prayer Books, and 
this request also ,vas refused. 

In correspondence between the late l\Ir. Alman and 
the solicitors for the Goldficlds Repertory Club of 1967, 
it appears that the crmvn lease originally granted to the 
Congregation was surrendered and granted to the Club, 
which paid l\Ir. Alman the value of the improvements 
which the writer presumes was the source of the donation 
by l\Ir. Alma11, on behalf of the Congregation, of the sum 
of $1000.00 to the i\Iaurice Zeffert .Jewish l\Iemorial Home 
in Perth in 1967. 



224 Australian Jewish Historical Society 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN 
KALGOORLIE SECTION 

The only Jewish organisation on the goldfields that 
comparctl in any way with the activities of the Uongrega­
tion was the Kalgoorlie section of the National Council of 
Jewish Women. 

Indeed, in many ways, it was more active-more dedi­
cated to n1any Jewish causes, and was intellectually, cul­
turally and charitably supe1~or in eYery way to the com­
mittee of men of the Congregation as shown by its work 
and activities. 

It was formed in 1929 during the visit of that grand 
old lady of the Council in Australia, Dr. Fanny Reading, 
the founding President of the Australian movement. 

The limited records aYailable indicate that its inaugu­
mtion occurred at the Kalgoorlie Railway Station in 1929, 
when Dr. Reading passed through Kalgoorlie on her way 
from Perth, where she had inaugurated the Perth section. 
She again visited Kalgoorlie in 1939 and stayed for two 
days. 

The records available are contained in the Australian 
Council Bulletin and indicate the actiYities each quarter 
up to the year 1953, when it too, like the Congregation, 
faded out by loss of membership, by death a11d the many 
families leaving the district, mainly for Perth. 

i\Irs. Leon Zeffert was the first President, and she was 
followed by l\Irs. L. A. Alman, widow of the late lVIayor of 
Kalgoorlie, who held office for practically the whole life 
of the section, and who still liYes in retirement in Kal­
goorlie. 

There is a limited record a.Yailable of the names of 
the members, but in the first year practically eYcry Jewish 
woman in Ka1goorlie joined up, as well as three junior 
members. Subsequently a junior branch was formed, but 
this later merged into the main body. 

:Meetings were held monthly in the homes of various 
members, at ,vhich they decided on their activities dealing 
with congregational matters, especially for the FestiYals 
and High Holy Days-rendering financial help on occa­
sions and generally taking part in comn1unal affairs. They 
were responsible for the introduction into the Synagogue 
of the regular Friday night serYices and the custom of 
having addresses giYen by officiating men of the. com­
munity. 

Their charitable activities extended widely to Jewish 
and 11011-J ewish causes, the sum total of which was many 



The J(aluoorlic JI ebrew Congregation 225 

Mrs. L. A. 1lLM,lN 
President 

National Conncil of Jewish Women 
1930-1950 



226 Australian Jewish Historical Society 

times that given by the Congregation in support of their 
own communal affairs. 

As evidence of their active support the Congregation 
permitted all ladies to become subscribing members. They 
organised a ball, a ladies~ cricket match

1 
a bazaar and 

many other activities to raise money. 
One of their outstanding eff01is was a forum which 

was organized to discuss '"world affairs". It ,Yas held on 
Sunday, October 8th, 1944, and 50 delegates from 14 
women's organizations in Kalgoorlic ru1d Boulder attended. 
Miss G. Hartstein presided, and the speeches by the 
,·arious delegates ·were of the highest order. 

Generally the group was a major factor in stinrnlat­
ing the Congregation in its religious and social actiYities. 
In August, 19,19, the Council contributed £100.0.0 to the 
United Israel Appeal. 

In October, 1950, Rabbi Rubin-Zaeks of Perth, visited 
Kalgoorlie, and was entertained by the ladies. In 1950, 
the Kalgoorlie members went to Coolgardie to hold their 
usual meeting with the local Jewish women, but there 
could have been only a few. Apparently by the nineteen 
fifties, the local Congregation became so depleted that some 
of the few remaining members of the Council went to 
Perth for the High Holy Days. 

In all, this stalwart band of women, never more than 
30 or 40, oYer the years, ea-operated and kept alive, with 
the men, the spirit of Judaism in this far outpost of 
Western Australia. 

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO JEWISH 
CAUSES 

It is remarkable that in spite of the fact that the 
Congregation was always in a state of impecuniosity, and 
could hardly sustain itself on the very small annual mem­
bership fee of 10/6, it made many and generous gifts to 
several Jewish ea uses in other parts of Australia and 
abroad. Amongst these were the iVIogen David Adorn in 
Australia, which was Israel's first aid, blood transfusion 
and ambulance service, to which over the years from 1956 
to 1967, through the late iVIr. L. A. Alman, the President 
of the Congregation, $1,050.00 was contributed. 

The Keren Hayesod-Polish Relief Fund, the Great 
Orphan Asylum of Jerusalem and the Palestine Restora­
tion Fund were also contributed to, as well as the Appeal 
for Victims of the Russian Massacres. In 1968, apparently 
as a result of the sale of the Congregation's prope1iy in 
Kalgoorlie, as already stated, i\Ir. Alman forwarded to 



The Kalgoorlie II ebrew Congregation 22i 

the :\Iauricc Zeffert i\Iemorial Home for the Jewish aged in 
Perth, the sum of $1,000.00. 

Action ,ras taken to form local branches of the ,v.A. 
Jewish National Fund Committee, the "\V.A. Zionist .Asso­
ciation and the \V.11.. Jewish Education Association, but 
little record is ayailablc of their activities. 

LIBERAL JUDAISM 
lt is ~urprising to fin<l that the Ka1goorlie Congrega­

tion thought seriously about, and 1nade an applicat1011 as 
early as lGth ?(oyembcr, 1931, to become affiliated with 
the Liberal Synagogue Beth Israel in :i\Ielbourne, long 
before any action was taken to create a Liberal J cwish 
)Iovcment in Perth-in fact 21 years earlier. 

On the aboye date, the Secretary, illr. Leon Zeffert, 
as a result of a resolution passecl by a general meeting of 
the Congregation, wrote to the Hon. Sec. of Temple Beth 
Israel, )liss .M. Phillips, asking for information about the 
moYement, to \Yhich he receiYed what he describes as a 
comprehcnsiYc and lucid reply from the then Liberal 
Rabbi, J crome i\Iark. 

1..infortunately, the Rabbi's letter is not amongst the 
records of the now defunct CongTcgation. Correspondence 
continued between the two bodies up to )lay, 1932, \\·hen 
affiliation lapsed because of the limited numbers of Jews 
living in Kalgoorlie-then estimated at about 28, including 
adults and children, due to deaths and departures from 
the area. 

It is interesting to note that one of the main reasons 
in influencing its desire for affiliation was to attract the 
younger members of the community. It had already 
adopted much English into its services, and also had au 
organ for choral sections :for its Friday evening services, 
which were held regularly for some considerable period. 
:.\Iiss Phoebe Alman acted as organist. 

Subsequently in 1952, when the Perth Liberal Jewish 
U-roup ( the forerunner of the Temple David Congrega­
tion) was formed, it made an application to the Kal­
goorlie Congregation for the loan of its two Scrolls of the 
Law. Only one

1 
however, was made available, but sub­

sequently in 1953, the second one was handed over. Also in 
this year a Kiddush Cup and a Shofar were receh·ed. One 
of these Scrolls was bought by the Kalgoorlie Congrega­
tion from a i\Ir. A. i\Iendelawitz for £4.0.0, and was 
donated to the Congregation by nrr. H. B. Silberberg. 
'l'he records show that two of its Scrolls came from the 
Coolgardie Congregation. 
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Negotiations also took place to purchase its organ, 
which, after it arrived in Perth, was found to be con­
siderably out of order and was sold by the Group for 
£10.0.0, which it remitted to Kalgoorlie. 

At that time the following members of the Kalgoorlie 
Congregation were then frdng in Perth. 

S. Hartstein; J. \Yolinski; S. F. Feldman; i\I. Gray; 
i\I. Kalmer; L. Zeffert; H. Horry; and L. Woodman; 

indicating the drift away from the goldfields then taking 
place. 

SERVICES, FESTIVALS AND HOLY DAYS 
Hor many years arrangements were made eithel' 

through the 1--'erth Hebrew Congregation, or chrect from 
the manufacturers, "Sniders" of Melbourne, to supply 
l\:Iatzos for Passover to a conforming few of the Congre­
gation. 

As the accounts were comparatively small, it is eYident 
that this passover facility was not availed of to any great 
extent. 

Most of the Festivals and the High Holy Days were 
celebrated with services, and with the assistance of the 
ladies of the community catering, and with floral decora­
tions on minor services, fraternal spirit was added to the 
occasions. 

Indeed the Board of Management called npon the 
ladies on many occasions to co-operate and help them with 
their communal responsibilities. 

Friday evening services for the Sabbath were a 
feature for a considerable period, and the introduction of 
an organ and addresses by laymen were 1nuch appreciated. 
These im10vations ,vere sponsored to a considerable extent 
by the ladies. 

To the New Year and Day of Atonement SerYiee the 
difficulty of securing the services of competent officers was 
an annual problem and expense, and on occasion help was 
secured from the Perth Hebrew Congregation. 

Each year, the whole Jewish community was circu­
larized about these services, and they were advertised in 
the local press. Anzac Services were held on some occa­
sions. 

In 1905, i\Ir. N. Harris volunteered to start a class 
for children. A general meeting was held to consider the 
formation of a Scripture School and donations were offered 
to meet the cost of teaching. The use of the Synagogue 
was agreed for this purpose. In 1924 there were fourteen 
children at school during the year, the teachers being ].\fr. 
Leon Zeffert and :Miss Green. 
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SeYeral attempts were made at different periolls to 
secure a supply of kosher meat, but without success. 

11.'wo Scrolls of the Law, as well as other accoutrements 
of serriccs, ·were secured from the defunct Ooolgardic 
Congregation through i\Ir. H. l\L Levy, trustee of that 
body. 

In 1905, some attempt was made to conduct services at 
Boulder, but no evidence is available that they were e,·er 
held. 

Special reference should be made to the late ilfr. Leon 
Zeffert1 ·who acted as Ilon. Sec. for fourteen years, during 
which time he also conducted the Hebrew School, and 
altogether revitalized the congregational affairs. He left 
Kalgoorlic in 1£13-! and came to Perth, where he took an 
active part in congregational affairs for many years. }le 
was made a Life niember of the Kalgoorlie Congregation 
for his seryices. 

ASSOCIATION WITH THE PERTH HEBREW 
CONGREGATION 

From the records <Wailablc, there does not appear to 
haYe been a close association between the Perth Congre­
gation and the local one. 

A few Yisits were made to Kalgoorlie by some lay 
members of the Perth community on the High Holy Days, 
to undertake <liYine services on those special occasions, 
but there docs not seem to liaYc been any official policy of 
the major congregation to assume any responsibility to 
see that Jrnlaism in the outlying country districts recei\'ed 
the necessary co-operation and stimulus to help it carry on. 

Indeed there is on record a long Letter from an early 
secretary of the Perth Congregation, disclaiming any re­
sponsibility for assistance, unless the members of the 
Kalgoorlie Congregation became paying me1nbcrs of the 
Perth Congregation. 

The Re\'. D. I. Freedman visited Kalgoorlie in 
February, 1903, and held services in the Trades Hall. He 
·was met by reprcscntatiYes of Kalgoorlie and stayed at the 
Palace Hotel. He also visited again in Scptembc1·, 1910, to 
perform the "'bris" on the son of :i\Ir. and J\Irs. Rockman. 
~\Ir. S. L. Horowitz visited Kalgoorlie on several occasions 
to conduct scniees for the High Holy Days. i1Ir. Horowiti 
was one of the founding members of the Perth Congrega­
tion, and was its president for some yenrs. In the records 
of the Kalgoorlic Branch of 'l'he Australian Council of 
Jewish Women, it is TeeoTded that Rabbi Rubin-Zacks also 
visited Kalgoorlie. 



230 Australian J cwish Historical Society 

In addition there arc records of the visits of llfr. E. 
S. Lazarus, B. Frieze and A. Raphael, members of the 
Board of i\Ianagement of the Perth Congregation. 

VISIT OF THE GOVERNOR, SIR ISAAC ISAACS 
AND LADY ISAACS IN 1931 

When Sir Isaac Isaacs was appointed Governor 
General in 1930, the Kalgoorlie Congregation sent Sir Isaac 
a telegram of congratulations and application was made to 
the Perth Hebrew Congregation as to what steps were 
being taken to welcome their Excellencies. 

An attempt was made by the Congregation for a 
deputation to wait upon His Excellency whilst in Kal­
goorlie, and although half an hour was set apart for this, 
later advice indicated that this arrangement had been 
cancelled, by direction of His Excellency's Military 
Secretary. 

VITAL STATISTICS 
Records in regard to births, circumcisions, barmitzvahs, 

marriages and deaths are rare and incomplete, but pre­
sumably details could be secured by application to the 
local Registrar. Some Congregational records were lost by 
the hon. secretary reporting on one occasion at a com­
mittee meeting that an important file had been inadver­
tantly left in an exposed position, and had been eaten by 
some goats, which were a generous supplier in those days 
of family milk supplies. 

Considerable negotiations were carried on for a 
lengthy period over the appointment of a Registrar to per­
form marriages, and in which the Rev. D. I. Freedman, 
of Perth, the hon. solicitor, Mr. George Joseph, and Mr . 
.i\I. L. l\Ioss, a well known solicitor of Perth endeavoured to 
secure some amendment to the Act to permit the hon. 
secretary of the Kalgoorlie Congregation to perform same. 

Ultimately, on 23rd June, 1905, .i\Ir . .i\I. Rosenberg was 
gazetted to act, and in 1906 the Act was amended accord­
ingly. Mr. Rosenberg subsequently became Mayor of Kal­
goorlie. 

l\lr. George Joseph subsequently went to Perth to 
practice with his brother, Horace, who was for some time 
President of the Perth Congregation, and George acted for 
one year as Treasurer of this Congregation. 

l\lr. l\I. L. l\Ioss was at one time a member of the 
Legislative Council in '\Vestern Australia, and in later 
yeai'S went to London as the Agent General for \Vestern 
Australia. 



The J{algoorlie JI cbrew Congregation 231 

In September, 1903, a Levy-Altman wedding was per­
formed, ,rith l\Ir. Daniel Cohen, of Perth, acting as 
Officiating Chazan. 

rl'he first marriage carried out in the Shule was bc­
t"·een Mr. A. E. Abadee and i\Iiss Fisher, who celebrated 
the occasion by planting trees in front of the building. 

Some Genealogical Notes on the Family of 
Rebecca, wife of Walter Jacob Levi 

Dr. Bergman's article on \Yalter Jacob Leri i11 
Volume 6, Part 8, includes an extract from Led's \Vill 
which is "interesting from the point of riew of certain 
English Jewish customs, ·which are now forgotten as the 
present of a '"mourning ring' to rclatires, and also from 
the point of ricw of genealogy concerning his own and his 
wife's family". From the point of ricw 0£ genealogy it 
amplifies my article in Volume G, part 6, on the connec­
tions that exist between Australian Jewry and the old 
Jc,Yish communities of South \Yest England. 

Hebeeea LeYi (1798-1876) was the daughter of Lemon 
Hart (1768-1815) by his second wife, :llary, daughter of 
Lazarus Solomon ( d.1835). She ,n1s born in 1-'enzancc 
and represents the yery earliest L'ornish Jewish co1mcc­
tion with Australia in that she lh-cd in .Kew South \\' ales 
from 1827 to 1831. Hc1· father, l1cmon Hart, was a dis­
tiller and became one of the largest spirits merchants in 
the country, for many years holding the cont1·ae.t for 
supplying the British .NaYy with rum, that all-important 
accessory of Nelson's victories. Lemon Hart's fannly had 
already been established in Penzance for some time, his 
father, Lazarus Hart (1739-1803), and his grandfather, 
"Rabbi" Abraham Hart ( d.1781) ha Ying enjoyed some 
local reputation as scholars. Lemon I-Iart himself became 
the perpetual Warden ( Parnass) of the Penzance Syna­
gogue and was the man responsible for engaging the ser­
Yiees for his community of Habbi Barnet Asher Simmons 
( 1781-1860), an ancestor of a number of Australian Jewish 
families. Simmons serYed the Penzance community for 
upward of JO years. He was married to :f<'lora J aeob ( 1790-
1872) whose sister, Hebeeea Jacob (1781-1853) (also an 
ancestress of many Australian Jews) \Yas married to Lemon 
Wooli' (1783-1848), the nephew, aml cousin of Lemon 
Hart and his business partner in the spirits supplying 
firm. A niece of Rebecca \YooH and Flora Simmons mar-



232 Australian Jewish Historical Society 

ried ReY. Benjamin Aaron Selig (1812-72), at first an 
assistant to Rabbi Simmons, subsequently l\Iinister to a 
Melbourne congregation and finally the first i\Iinister to 
the Canterbury I-Iebrew Congregation at Christchurch, 
New Zealand. He was the father of Phineas Selig (1856-
1941) who became the first President of the New Zealand 
Newspapers' Proprietors' Association. 

Lemon Hart's spirits supplying business was incor­
porated within a commercial firm in 1878 and his name is 
commemorated to this day as a well-known brand name of 
rum. After the death of his son-in-law in New South \Vales 
in 1828 his daughter returned home where she married her 
first cousin, Frederick Jacobs, a son of Lemon Hart's 
sister. By her marriage to \V alter J. Levi she had four 
children but of their issue I ]iaye no information. 

Dr. A. P. JOSEPH. 
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JOSEPH AARONS, Sen. 
(1777-1865) 

The Session's file of the Gaol Delivery, September, 
1821, eontains the indictment of Joseph Aarons and 
Raehael Aarons for stealing on 6th September, 1821, 
eighteen yards of woollen cloth value £15, the goods of 
James Blakeley and V{illian1 Lister, in their warehouse.1 

Joseph pleaded "not guilty", and it seems, indeed, that 
he was not guilty at all and had to suffer for misdemeanours 
committed by his wife. The Jury found him guilty of 
stealing to the value of £14.19.0 and sentenced both Joseph 
and Rachael to be transported for life. According to the 
printed proceedings, the couple called at the warehouse in 
Basinghall Street a few days previously. On their second 
visit, being left alone, while the clerk went for patterns, 
the woman left, but was apprehended on her way out and 
the cloth was found on her. Joseph, in his defence, through 
an interpreter, because he was a native of Holland, said 
that he knew nothing of what his wife had done and 
Rachael too said that what she had done was unknown to 
her husband. But the Jury did not beliew them. 

Rachael, who was then aged 30, was subsequently 
sentenced at the Lancaster Quarter Sessions, held at Nan­
chester on 21st October, 1822, to seven years' transporta­
tion, for having stolen at l\fanchester 5 dresses and other 
articles, the property of William Joseph Kaye and 60 silk 
handkerchiefs, the property of Richard Potter, Jun. 

Joseph was transported to Australia in Pr-i11cess Royal, 
which arrived on 11th lliarch, 1823, in Sydney, whilst his 
wife was transported in illury2 arriving on 18th October, 
1823. 

Joseph Aarons is described in the Pri11ccss Royal 
indent as a shopkeeper, aged 35, a native of :E-Io1land, 
whilst his wife gaye as her native tmvn Ilamburg in Ger­
many. She too is described as a shopkeeper. It is inter­
esting to note that the indent mentions only the Lancaster 
conviction of 7 years' transportation, and it appears that 
the London eonYietion of transportation for life had been 
overlooked .... On her arrival she was assigned to l\Ir. 
Richard Campbell, but seems soon to haYe lived with her 
husband, because the Census 1828 noted a daughter, Sarah, 
born in 1824 in the Colony. We first hear from him in 
Pebruary, 1827, when he had a shop at 70 George Street, 
selling mainly piece goods, stockings, etc., as he aclYertised3 

on 14th February, 1827, that he "requires accounts to be 
paid", it must be assumed that he had opened the shop in 
l 826. He extended his business in 1828, becoming agent 
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for the vessel Jlonitor "·hich ,vas trading between Sydney 
and Newcastle and advertised "Newcastle pork" for salc.1 

In this year he and his wife receh·ed Tickets-of-leave. The 
Sydney Gazette reported in August, 1828, that Aarons was 
to open a brick built store at Wallis Plains in the Hunter 
Valley, on 80 rods which he had bought '"at the enormous 
price of £80"." Nothing is further heard of this venture. 

On 5th NO\·embcr, 1827, Aarons had petitioned 
Governor Darling for a conditional pardon, and this peti­
tion is interesting enough, to record it in full.0 

He stated that ""in consequence of l\Iemorialist ]iaving 
a, wife and a young family, his late Excellency, Sir 1'homas 
Brisbane, permitted him to employ himself in the best 
honest mmmer he could for their support, since which 
period to the present, l\Icmorialist has continued in the 
faithful discharge of honest industry, for the support of 
his increasing family which now amounts to six children 7 

and he respectfully trnsts the indulgence he now has 
arises fron1 his unwearied attention to the strictest pro­
priety of conduct. 

That l\Iemorialist has been engaged in many contracts 
with the Local Government which he submissively hopes 
have in evcr,v case been completed with credit to himself 
and satisfaction to the GO\·ernment. That l\1emorialist has 
had very large dealings with merchants of the first respec­
tability and for the faithful discharge of his engagements 
he respectfully refers to the recommendations. 

That J\Iemorialist has lately been indulged with a 
Pass from the Hon. The Secretary for Colonial Affairs to 
enable him to carrY his busines~ to Hunters Rh-er for 
which indulgence l\icmorialist is n1ost grateful". 

He then pointed out that "although he is highly 
favourecJ as stated, he still feels the ,Yant of freedom and 
therefore humbly solicits His Bxcellency's Beneficence and 
prays your Exccllenc,v will take his case into your gracious 
consideration and grant him a Conditional Pardon". 

There ,vcre several recommendations attached to the 
petition. l\Ir. A. Spark, J.P., wrote that he "had known 
Aarons for many ~?ears, and having had confidence in his 
integrity, has trusted him frequently to a large amounf'. 

1'Ir. E. Scott, J.P., "a1'vays found him honest and 
correct in his dealings and he is a sober and industrious 
character". 

Ed. "\Yolstonecraft, J.P., concurred with l\Ir. Spark's 
opinion. l\Im. \Y cmyss, D.C.G., confirmed Aarons' state­
ment regarding his supplies to the Commissariat Genera] 
"to the fullest extent" and i\Ir. S. Laidley, also a D.C.G., 
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certified that he "has punctually and satisfactorily fulfilled 
the engagements he entered into to supply the Commis­
sariat with 5000 bushels of .i\faize." Finally, James Norton, 
the solicitor, who had probably composed the petition, 
recommended "the petitioner to the consideration of Your 
Excellency". 

The petition was forwarded to London with others 
on 29th l\Iay, 1828, and was recom1nen<led by the Governor 
as follows: "This petitioner who has reared a large family 
in a manner which is highly creditable to himself, possesses 
considerable property and is deserving of the Indulgence 
he solicits".8 

The Conditional Pardon for Aarons was approved by 
the Secretary of State in a despatch, dated 14th January, 
1829, "in consequence of his having held a ticket-of-leave 
for a number of years and being strongly recomniendecl by 
l\:Iagistrates and others".9 

He had been lucky, because in the same despatch, Sir 
George l\Iurray had written to Governor Darling that "it 
appears that the practice of granting pardons to convicts 
who had been transported for life, and who haYe been but 
a few years in the colony, will tend to defeat the ends of 
Public Justice and to diminish the effects of that example 
which is the object of all punishments. I have therefore to 
desire that, in future, you 1.vill not grant any pardons to 
this class of convicts, until a period of 10 years at the 
least of their sentences shall have elapsed". Sir John 
pointed, however, out that cases may occur in ,vhich the 
Governor might think it expedient to infringe this rule, 
but then, before granting a pardon, he should report on 
the subject to the Colonial Secretary." 

Aarons had a large family indeed,7 two daughters and 
his son, Joseph, who had come out from England, and two 
other daughters which had been born in the family and 
another child was on the way. His Conditional Pardon 
was made public in the rfostralian on 22nd July, 1829. 

Once he had received his Conditional Pardon, he 
became a. little ,rnnton and in September, 1829, he applied 
for t"\yo convict servants, but his application was refused.11 

Yet, when in August, 1831, he applied again, one seryant 
\\·as assigned to him,HA and when in 1832 he applied for 
one serYant, Governor Bourke assigned even three to his 
services. 

Jn 1828, Aarons had decided to try the lucrative 
profession of a publican and became the mvner of the 
Emu Inn at the corner of George and Bathurst Streets.12 
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He had hardlv established himself in the inn, when 
misfortune oYcrtoof;: him and his family. On 13th J'a.nuary, 
1829, the Sycl11cy Gazette reported that Aarons's public 
house had been severely damaged by a hailstorm. The 
daniage to furniture alone amounted to £70.0.0.13 It was 
a bitter blow to him, and in April his stock in trade of the 
Emu Inn was sold by the Sheriff in settlement of action 
brought against him by one Solomon and others.14 But he 
rccoYered and ,Ye find that a licence of the Emu Inn was 
granted to him in 1830 and 1832."' In 183±, he transferred 
the Emu Inn to Sarah Tye.rn He seems to have become a 
shopkeeper again, because in 1838 we find him at 41 
Castlereagh Street, selling Yorkshire hams.17 But in the 
same year he went with his ,vife and 2 children to England. 
This shows that he must have receiYed an absolute pardon. 
When he returned in January, 1839, to Sydney, he found 
himself in the midst of a seyere depression. On 2nd April, 
1812, The, rhistralian reported that he had to surrender 
his estate with a deficit of £3,353. He was not discharged 
until i\Iareh, 1844.18 

In 1810 he had been noted in the Citizen's List, i\Iac­
quaric "\Yardrn and in 1842 he appears among the Jewish 
Yotcrs in Sydney's first municipal election, whilst still 
liYing in Castlereagh Street.20 

His fortunes did not improve and went from bad to 
\\'Orse. On 19.3.1815 1'hc Jlorni11g Chronicle reported that 
Rachael Aarons had been sentenced to 2 years in the 
Female Factory for stealing goods from Isaac Levey and 
on 3.5.1815 the same paper, in a lengthy article, related 
that Joseph Aarons had been indicted in Sydney Quarter 
Sessions for ha-Ying receiYed property stolen from Isaac 
Levey, which he subsequently hawked in the Hawkesbury 
District. He had absconded from bail, but was caught by 
the police after a long search. The paper mentioned that 
the affair had created some sensation in town, because 
Aai·ons ·was well known. I was unable to find further 
reference to his sentence, but it may be assumed he, too, 
went to gaol for at least 2 years. 

"\Ye find him mentioned in Sand's Directory until 
1865. On 4th December, 1865, he died, aged 88, at his 
residence at 472 Elizabeth Street. He was buried at the 
,Jewish Burial Ground and the Burial Register of the York 
Street Synagogue records that he had been married in 
1813 to Rachael Schlesinger and that he was sur,·ived b,­
thrce sons and four daughters, whilst 3 sons and 2 daugh­
ters had died before him. 
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Aarons does not seem to have been closely connected 
with the Jewish cmmmmity in Sydney. 

Although the Sydney Gazette recorded in 1826 a 
quarrel with J oscph Raphael, when Raphael took his 
adopted son, a (Gentile) orphan, to :Mr. D. Thurston's 
Parramatta C01mncrcial College, and Aarons subsequently 
took his two chilch-en away from the school and obviously 
persuaded other people to do the same,21 the 1845 Report 
of the Conunittee of the York Street Synagogue does not 
mention him as a seat-holder, neither did he donate to the 
building fund, but his wife gave one guinea. 22 

'l'he reason for his estrangement with the Jewish com­
munity ,ms probably the fact that his son, Joseph Aarons, 
jun., (1821-1904) who in 1829 had settled in Bathurst and 
later in Wellington district, where in 1849 he acquired the 
rnluable Nanima property from J. B. :iVIontefiore, had left 
the Jewish faith.23 Two of his daughters had also "mar­
ried out"; one married i\Ir. E. J. H. Knapp, another !fr. 
Saville.24 His younger sons had receiYed an excellent 
education. Henry Aarons often won first prizes at the 
College :High School25 and so did his son, Isaac,26 who later 
migrated to New Zealand.23F 

'l'he fate of the Aarons family is typical for the early 
Jewish cmancipist families. The children marry out and 
are lost to the Jewish comn1unity. 
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DAVID POOLE 
The First Jewish Lawyer in Australia 

bv 
Dr. G. F. J .• BERGMAN 

On 15th September, 1839, a meeting of local Jews took 
place at the Synagogue Chambers in Bridge Street, 
Sydney, for the purpose of electing a. Building Committee 
for the planned erection of a permanent Synagogue in 
Sydney. At the meeting, l\Ir. Poole, a Sydney solicitor, 
was elected solicitor of the Conm1ittee and he pledged £50 
for the building fund. 1 On 23rd February, 1840, the 
Bridge Street Synagogue Committee resolYecl to request 
i\Ir. Poole to apply to the Go,-ernment for a grant of Janel 
on which the new Synagogue was to be erectcd.2 :i\Ir. 
Poole duly applied for the grant and on 11th January, 
1841, was informed by the Goyernor that his request 011 

behalf of the Jewish Community had been approYed." 
On 29th January, 1841, the 1' oice of Ja cob reported 

that "the Committee of the Synagogue felt themselYcs so 
much indebted to 1\Ir. D. Poole, solicitor, for his assistance 
that they forwarded a letter of thanks to the gentleman to 
which he made a very suitable response. Subscriptions are 
in progress for a handsome silver saker to be presented to 
::i\Ir. Poole,3 in acknowledgement for his serviccs."4 The 
subscription was successful and :Mr. Poole gratefully 
accepted the silver salver. 

The late David Benjamin, in a. note to this repo1t4 

commented that "that i\Ir. Poole was not Jewish, but 
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appears to haYc worked hard in the interests of the con­
gregation". 

But was David Poole indeed "not Jewish"·? Research 
has shown that he was a Jew and consequently the first 
Jewish lawyer in Australia. 

DaYid Pook, of Old Broad Street, London, ,ms in 
1795 admitted as attomey and solicitor of H.M. 's Court 
of King's Bench at \Yestminster.5 In December, 1827, he 
left London with his wife and three children and arriwcl 
in Sydney on 31st July, 1828, by Sarah." 

.11-ccording to the Census 1828, he was then already 
aged 52, his "·ife, Elizabeth, 15 years younger, and the 
children David, Sarah and Amelia were 8, 4 and 2 years 
of age respectively. The religion of the whole :family was 
stated as ''Protestant".7 

A fortnight after his arrival, on 15th .A.ugust1 18281 

Poole was admitted as a barrister, solicitor, attorney and 
proctor of the Supreme Court of N.S.W.' and for seyen­
teen years practised very efficiently in Sydney. 

Prom the start, he had strong connections with the 
Jewish community. It appears typical for these connec­
tions, that, fiYe days after his adnussion to the Bar, l\Irs. 
Rebecca Levi, the widow of i.\Ir. Walter Jacob Levi, the 
rich J·e,dsh planter, who had tried to introduce cotton and 
sugar planting into Australia and whose untimely death 
had shocked the Je,vish conununity, chose Poole to be her 
proctor.8 

And it was David Poole, who in :March, 1829, was 
representing Esther Johnston, the J cwish widow of 
Lieutenant-Colonel George Johnston, when she was 
arraigned in Court by her son, Robert Jolmston.U 

He established his offices in Castlereagh Strc•et and 
on 11th November, 1829, applied to the Governor for a 
"town allotment to build a gentleman's resiclence",10 but 
had to wait until August, 1834, when he was permitted to 
buy land at Double Bay which he actually bought a year 
later.10 

In 1831 he mowd his office to the i\Iorris Building in 
George Strect.11 Poole was at once admitted into Sydney's 
"Society" and became actiYc in civic affairs. 

In 183~, he was on the E. S. Hall Committee12 and 
signed a request for a meeting of A. B. Hayes' fricnds. 12 

In January, 1833, he took part in the movement of the 
colonists to get a LegislatiYe 1\.sscmbly.13 He soon occupied 
important commercial positions. In :i.\Iay, 1833, he became 
Vice-Chairman of an Australian Steam C011Yeyance Com­
pan?14 ( which in the forties became a victim of the Deprcs-
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sion), iu .:\larch, 1835, Director of the Australian \\'heat 
Company, i;; and in April, 1836, Director of the Sydney 
Uas Company.rn 

He "·as an actiYe Freemason/' subscribed to the 
Patriotic J..\mcl18 and "·as present at the Mayor's dinnei·s.rn 
1n January, 1840, he was appointed .. A.gent for the new 
Colony of Victoria20 and became solicitor of the .:Mutual 
lnclemnity ..Ass1u·ancc Association.21 

Olwionsh· he also had landed interests in "1ew Zea­
land22 and ,\·as a member of the New Zealand Associa­
tion.23 In 1839 he had sent his son, DaYid Poole, Jun., to 
New Zealand,24 in 1841 to the \Yhalc fisheries,2;; and in 
18-±2, probably on a business mission to Tahiti arnl Val­
paraiso.26 

Jn 18-±2, he established a company to employ steamers 
from Sydney to lCissing Point, a forerunner of the Sydney 
ferries. 27 

As a prominent lawyer he had been asked to give 
eYidenee in 1838 in the debate on the "Insolvent Debtors 
and Imprisonment for Debt Biff\ "·hich was introduced 
in the depression years to alleviate the debtors' position 
and although, in 1838, he had been against this Bill, he 
had in 1841 to concede that the Bill, which was then passed, 
Bill 5 Victoria 1841, ,Yas a "'good, sensible and ,n,II­
arrangcd Bill'\ Yet he still had objections. No wonder, 
for he mostly represented the creditors, although the 
majority of the merchants regarded the Bill as "much 
wanted, because it at once afforded relief for the insoh-ent 
and protection for the creditors".28 

As already mentioned, it was during the years 1839-
1842 that Poole ,ras most actiYe for the general .Jewhd1 
community. 

In September, 1842, he decided to stand for election 
as councillor of the Brisbane Ward in the Sydney i\Iuniei­
pal E1ections.20 In an adYe1:tisemcnt in the Sydney Gazette 
he pointed out to the electors ·what "he had already accom­
plished for the City's ath·anccment and prosperity, namely 
the introduction of steam vessels on our riYcrs and shores 
and that useful help to our comfort and security, the Gas 
light, a Company, ,Yhich", he said, "\vas formed greatly 
with my he-Ip and assistance".30 

Poole failed to be clectcd.31 He was, ho,YCYeri honoured 
by the citizens who placed him in the chair at th(' 2\[ayor·s 
Dinner on 21st December, 18+2." In l\Iareh, 1843, he was 
elected Auditor for the Brisbane "\Yard.33 
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Poole was now aged 66 and it appears that he grew 
restless. T,vo years later he made kno,vn that he was to 
leaye Sydney, allegedly returning to England. 

\Yhat were his reasons for deciding to give up a ·well­
establishecl practice'? \\' as it the depression, 111 wlnch many 
of his clients became insolvent? He might eyen have left 
Sydney to aYoid further complications with the Jewish 
community. Although he ,vas a Jew, he had never become 
a member of the congregation and he had not even 
honoured the pledge giYen in 1839 for the Building Fund 
of the new Synagogue, ·which was soon to be inaugurated 
in York Street. His relations with the Community might 
have become strained. 

In January, 1845, he had his yery yaluable furniture 
sold at auction3 "' and on 2-lth Febn1ary, 18'±5, he left 
Sydney ,vith his wife and four daughters, the youngest 
one born in Sydney.35 

He went, however, not to England, as indicated in the 
auctioneer's advertisement,34 but to Ifobart TmYn, where 
he arriYed by Lomsa on 5th i\Iareh, 1845.36 

He applied at once for admission as barrister, solicitor, 
attorney and proctor of the Supreme Court of Van 
Diemen's Land and was S'WOl'n in in open Court at Hobart 
Town on 30th .i\Iay, 1845.37 

He established himself in the fashionable district of 
Davey Street and started to practise again. 

And then something curious and unexpected 
happened. 

The Minutes of the Hobart Town Hebrew Congrega­
tion record in 1845 that David Poole, solicitor of Hobart 
Town, enrolled himself and his i.vholc family as members of 
the Hobart Town Hebrew Congregation. His wife and 
daughters were allotted seats in the gallery of the Syna­
gogue. He attended services at the High Holidays in 
1845, was called up to the Reading of the Law and offered 
£5.0.0, but at the Simchas Thora Festival refused to act as 
"Chaten Bereshit", for i.vhich he was fined one guinea, but 
refused to pay. 

So, David Poole, was definitely Jewish. And his wife 
was indeed J cwish, too. She was the daughter of the 
renowned London Jewish painter, Solomon Polack, the 
sister of Abraham Polack, the well-known Jewish emanci­
pist, who by 1845, unfortunately had already lost the great 
fortune he had made as an auctioneer in the City of 
Sydney.38 It may well be that Abraham Polack, who in 
1828 had been one of the leaders of the budding Jewish 
congregation in Sydney, had persuaded his brother-in-law 
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to migrate to Sydney, where there was a growing Jewish 
merchants' community an<l no Je·wish solicitor. 

That Poole was J cwish, was suspected in Australia, 
shortly after his arrirnl. On 5th illarch, 1830, the l'as­
mcrnian crnd Australasiatic Review of Hobart 'l'own had 
reported that '"l\lr. Poole ("who, ·we are informed, is of 
lsraelite pel'Suasion) has been offered the Yacant position 
as Solicitor General in Sydney . .l\lr. Poole has rc±used it, 
considering· his Practice as Attorney more profitable':. 
Significantly no Sydney newspaper reported tl11s incident. 

There had been Jewish families with the name of Poole 
in Pool l Dol'Set) in England. Their name had originally 
been Abrahams and they had immigrated from Holland . 
.l\Iembers of this family were wardens of London's Great 
Synagogue in the 19th ccntu1·y_:>v 

Why had Poole, in the Census 1828, declared himself 
and his family as 1-'rotestants'? The only explanation for 
this denial of his faith l can think of, is that he may han1 
thought it opportune to hide his Jewish origin, with the 
consent of his brother-in-law, because at the tune of his 
arrfral1 the Jewish community almost entirely consisted 
of conYicts and emancipists and was anything but respect­
able, and the then G0Ye111or, Sir Ralph Darling, <..lid not 
faYour the Jews. Yet he, at once, became the trusted 
attorney of the Jews in the Colony, and the Jewish com­
munity at this time seems to haye closed their eyes to this 
state of affairs. But in 1845, where there was alteady a 
large congregation of Free J mYish settlers in Sydney, the 
situation had changed and his denial of the faith might 
have become a real stumbling block for him. 

That he ·was in social terms with the better-class Jews, 
becomes obYious, "·hen '\\'C read on 12th September, 1837, 
in the Sydney Gazette that a serious accident ncarl;v 
occurred "·hen }.Ir. S. LcYicn, the proprietor of the Pulteney 
Hotel, who '\Yas highly regarded in the City, and his wife, 
ncarlY fell ,Yith Poole into a ditch in Parramatta Road, 
\Yhe1; riding with .Mr. Poole in his carriage. 

\Yhy did Poole suddenly change his n1incl, when he 
went to Hobart? Poole '\\'as HO'\\' aged 68 nnd the old man 
probably felt remorse. He wanted to be a Jew again and 
was now happy once more to sit in a. Synagogue with his 
.J cwish brethren. 

Yet it was not to last for Yery long. At the encl of 
1845 he decided definitely to return to England with his 
family. Maybe his new practice was not what he expected 
from it-after all, the colonies were still in a state of 
depression-or his wife and his marriageable daughters 
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did not feel at home in proYincial Hobart rrown \Yhich was 
then still the capital of a conYict settlement, whilst trans­
portation to N.S.\\'. had ceased five years earlier. 

On 31st December, 1845, the If obart l'own Courier 
eartkd an ach-ertiscmcnt, saying that on the 5th January, 
18-16, :Messrs. Lowes and :i.\Iac..\lichael, auctioneers, \\·ill 
sell in public auction '"011 the premises in Daxey Street, 
the \\·hole of the Yaluablc furniture and effects, the pro­
perty of DaYid Poole, Esq., previous to the gentleman's 
departure for England". The ath·ertisement 8hows that 
Poole quite obYiously had the intention to stay in Hobart 
'l'own for good, because the house ha<l been layishly fur­
nished with good taste and among the objects to be sold, 
were cYen valuable paintings by famous Dutch painters 
such as Ostadc and \YouYerman, as well as a large library. 
··The sundries", it "·as said, '"'consist of eye1·ything re­
quired in a large establishment". 

Poole must haYc had serious reasons to leaye I-Iobart 
rrown after such a short sojourn in Van Dicmen's Land. 
Before kaYing, he donated £5.0.0 to the Hobart Town 
S~·nagogue:H.1 

DaYid Poole and his family left Hobart Town on 10th 
January, 1846, by Calcutta41 and so ended the astonishing, 
but perhaps somewhere tragic story of DaYid Poole, the 
first J c"·ish lm\TCr in Australia. 

It remains "to relate what happened to Dm-icl Poole, 
Jun., who had not accompanied the family when they left 
_for Hobart and had not returned ·with them to England. 

Dcwid Poole, Jun., had been in employment with a 
:.Ill-. 0. Halston in Bathurst. His dismissal led in 183D to 
a lcnY suit bet,Ycen his father and llir. Ralston and to pro­
ceedings in the Police Court, at which l\Ir. Ra1ston was 
fined 5/- for having assaulted :Mr. DaYid Poole, Sen., at 
the Royal I-Iotel.42 

He then was, as already related, sent by his father in 
1841 and 1842 to the whale fisheries, to South America and 
to rrahiti. 

The Poole family was closely connected with Tahiti, 
bccausp another daughter of Solomon Polack, Rebecca., 
Bliznbeth Poole's sister, had married the South Sea trader, 
.John Salmon, whose son, Alexander Salmon, married tlw 
'l'ahitian princess, .Aritarimari. Their daughter, :i.\Iarau 
taaroa, hccame the "·i:fe of King Pomarc V., the last King 
of 'l'ahiti.4a 

This connection, as the Sydney Gazette reported on 
5th .Jnly, 1842, brought honour to DaYicl Poole, SPn., he­
cansc, according to the paper, "l\Ir. DaYid Poole had been 
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honoured by the Queen of Tahiti with her public and 
prfrate seal". The paper commented humorously:-"This 
favour has conferred on i\Ir. Poole the offices of Lord 
Chancellor and Lord Private Seal of her sable Majesty". 

When on 19th September, 1842, the British residents 
at Tahiti sent an address to the French Rear Admiral, 
Abel du Petit Thouars, who started the French occupation 
of Tahiti, there "·ere among the signataires of this address 
David Poole, Jun., and Alexander Salmon.44 

David Poole, Jun., had therefore gone back to Tahiti 
and had preferred the lovely South Sea Island and its 
girls to cold Hobart Tmm. 

AClu'lOWLEDGl\IENTS 
I wish to acknowledge the assistance given me by:-

The Staff of the ::.\Iitchell Library; the late Professor Cecil Roth, 
Jerusalem; 1'Ir. ).I, J. Scalier, Principal Archivist, Archfres 
Office of Tasmania; Rabbi John Levi, B.H.L., :M.A., Dip.Ed., 
::.\Ielbourne; and l\Ir. James L. Sanderson, Sydney. 

NOTES 
1. AustrnJian Jewish Histol'ical Society, .Journal & Proceedings, 

Vol. I, p. 23; Vol. II, p. 63; Vol. VI, p. 39. 
2. Ditto. 
3. In the :1Iinutes of the Bridge Street Synagogue congregation 

the name is spelled "Pool". 
4. Australian Jewish Historical Society, Journal & Proceedings, 

Yol. III, pp. 350, 359. 
5. The ..dustralicm, 16.9.1841; Supreme Court papers of Van Die· 

men's Land, file SC 207 /85 in the Archives Oirice of Tasmania. 
6. Sydney Gazette, 1.8.1828. 
7. Census 1828 (:Mitchell Library). 
8. G. F. J. Bergman, Walter Jacob Levi and Go\·ernor Darling, in 

Australian Jewish Historical Society, Journal & Proceedings, 
Vol. VI, p. 46lff. 

9. G. F. J. Bergman, Esther Johnston, the Lt-GoYernor's wife, in 
Australian J cwish Historical Society, .Journal & Proceedings, 
Vol. VI, p. 109. 

10. Col. Secretary's in-letters re land, Vol. 2/7951 (:Mitchell Library). 
11. The A11stralian, 13.5.1831. 
12. The .A11stralian, 17.12.1832. 
13. The Australian, 11.1.1833. 
14. The Australian, 3.5.1833. 
15. The .Australian, 13.3.1835. 
16. The Australian, 19.4.1836. 
17. The Australian, 3.6.1834, Sydney Gazette, 5.6.18:H. 
18. The ..d 11stralfrrn, 12.6.1835. 
19. The ..dustralian, 8.12.1837, 27.2.1838, 23.12.1842. 
20. Australian Chronicle, 7.1.1840. 
21. .A11stralian Chronicle, 24.4.1840. 
22. The .Australian, 24.2.1840. 
23. The Australian, 4.4.1840. 
24. 1'lte ..d11stralian, 12.10.1839. 
25. 'l'he .Australian, 25.6.1841. 
26. The A 11stralian, 5.6.1842. 
27. 1'he A ustrnlian, 23.11.1842. 
28. The .A-ustralian, 16.9.1841. 



Professor Sainnei A!eXllnder 

29. l'hc Australian, 19.9.1842. 
30. Sydney Gazette 22.9.18·.12. 
:n. 1'hc .Australian, 4.11.1842. 
32. The .:l11stralian, 31.12.1842. 
33. 1'hc Colonial Obsen:cr, 4.3.1843. 
34. Sydney Jlorning Ilcral(l, 2.1.1845. 
35. l'he Jr'ccl.::ly Register, 1.3.1845. 
;rn, Jlobart 1'01rn Courier, 5.3.1845. 
37. Supreme Court Papc1·s of Y.D. Land, SC 20i/85. 

247 

38. Family tree of the Polack family, supplied by ).[rs. ,J. L. San· 
dcrson, nCc Polack, desct>ndant of Abraham Polack. 

:rn. Information supplied by the late Professor Dr. Cecil Hoth. 
40. 1Iinutcs of the Hobart Town Hebrew Congregation. 
41. Ilobart 'J.'own Courier, 10.1.1846. 
42. Sydney Gazette, 13.2.1839. 
,._1.3. Eric R:un~dcn, .AJcxandcr Salmon, tm English ,J cw who made 

histor;v in 'l'ahiti and his family. .Australian Jewish Historical 
SociC'ty, Journal & Proceedings, Yol. 1, p. 5iff. 
A descendant of AlC'xandcr Salmon, ).Ionsicur Ernest Salmon, 
wrote his biography "Alexandre Salmon (1820-1866} et sa 
femme Ariitaimari (1821-1897), publis.hcd by "Publications cle 
le Soci&tC des Occ::tnistes", No. 111 Paris, 1964. 
1"1·0111 this book it becomes clear that c<>rtain data giwn ( 1) by 
:\Ir. Eric Ramsden in AJIIS, Yol. I, Part Ul., and (2) hy A. 
i\I. Gumu in AJHS, Vol. I, Part VIII, arc wrong. 
Alexander Salman married in 1343 imd not in 183:-L He was 
born in 1320 and not in 1802 and arriycd in Tahiti in 1841. 
He died during a dyscntry epidemic in August, 1866, aged onl~· 
-.16. 
His grandson, Ernest Salmon, became Presiding Judge of the 
Court of Appeals in St. Denis in the island of Rfonion. 

44. South Australian Register, 7.1.lS.J.3. 

PROFESSOR SAMUEL ALEXANDER, 
O.M., F.B.A. 

Dr. G. F. J. BERGl\IAN 
When in 19±1, ~Ir. Hirsch l\Iunz published in Vol. I, 

Part VI, pages 170 ff., a biography of this :famous philo­
sopher who was born in Sydney in 1859 and died in l\Ian­
chester in 1938, a book whieh had appeared in 1939 had 
ohdously escaped his attention. 

It was in this year that 1Ir. John Laird, a disciple and 
friend of Alexander, published posthumously a number of 
his essays under the title "Philosophical and Literary 
Pieces" by Samuel Alexander. These essays ·were prefaced 
by I\h·. Laird by a "ftiemoir" on Alexander of rnore than 90 
pages, giving intimate details o:f his life and evaluation of 
his efforts. Any student of the life of Alexander will be 
obliged to read this "'I\Iemoir" ,yhich touehes aspects of his 
life not elaborated by i\Ir. i\Iunz in his biography. This 
applies especially to the "'Jewishness" of Alexander . .Apart 
from the fact, mentioned by l\Ir. l\Iunz, that his last years 
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,vere clouded by the persecution of the Jews in Central 
Europe which deeply distressed him and that he did all 
he possibly could to alleviate their fate, little was known 
about his relationship to the Jews. 

\Ve learn from the "l\Iemoir" that he was not only 
proud to be a Jew, but an early Zionist and an intimate 
friend of Chaim \Yeizman, who ,ras professor at the Uni­
Yersity of Manchester at the same time as himself. He was 
Vice President of the Friends of the Hebrew University 
and represented the University on several public occasions, 
and sent all books he could spare to the Library of the 
Hebrew Unh-crsity, to which he also left £1,000 in his 
will. 

The most interesting testimonial for Alexander's 
Jewishness is a letter which Chaim \Veizman wrote to :Mr. 
Laird in this connection and which shows that Alexander 
played an important role, perhaps the most important role 
in the History of the J cwish State. It was, indeed, 
Alexander who introduced Weizman to Lord Balfour. 

The letter reads:-
"You ask me, what kind of a Jew "'as this man? He 

was from his early youth deeply attached to Jewish tradi­
tion. The first boiled egg I ate in his house was placed in 
front of 1ne in a small silver egg-cup. He looked at me 
for a moment with his usual air of intent innocence and 
then said: 'I was given this cup, when I "·as thirteen

1 
at 

my barmitzvah.' He himself told me, in his youth he had 
known some famous German Jews, including Steinthal 1 

and Lazarus2 and others. When he became famous, he 
lost no opportunity of appearing among his co-religionists.3 

To the end of his life he was a member of the Kehillah. 
It was he who introduced me to Lord Balfour on one 

of the latter's Yisits to Manchester. He said of himself 
that he was 'a total assimilationist who had ceased to believe 
in the possibility of assimilation' and he wholeheartedl,­
supported Zionism long before it became fashionable". 

After his death, Alexander left his large collection of 
letters from contemporaries to the Library of Manchester 
Uniwrsity and there might be many unpublished letters 
which would shed light not only on himself, but also on 
early Zionism. 

It is a singular fact that this great Jewish son of 
Australia 1 who was a Fellow of the British .A .. cademy and 
had been honoured by the Crown with the high distinction 
of the Order of Merit, who had receh-ed honourable degrees 
from many English universities, has neYer been honoured 
in any way in Austra1ia. 
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NOTES 
1. Heyman Steinthal t 1823-1899), linguist and Philosopher, Pro· 

fessor of Philo~ophy at Berlin University and co·onlinator with 
his brother·in·Iaw, ).loritz Lazarus, of the system of the ··Ps.,·cho­
logy of Nations". His studies on the psychological probh•ms of 
language were of great importance. 

:!. )Ioritz Lazarus (1824-1903), philosopher, Professor of Philosophy 
at Berne and Berlin Unh·er;:;itit•s, German Jewish leader, founder 
of the "Lehn'nstalt flir die Wisscnschafts des JUl1entums·•. 

;3. Samuel Alexander delh·ered in llfay, 19:!1, the 4th Arthur Dads 
Lecture before the Jewish Historical Society of England at 
London University College on '-Spinoza and 'l'ime" ttJl(l lectured 
on ,Jewish and other subjects to many Jewish bodies in various 
English cities. 

MORE ABOUT ISRAEL AND NOEL 
CHAPMAN 

from the SYDNEY GAZETIE and OTHER RECORDS 
b,· Dr. U. F. J. BERGilIAN and TERRY NE\Yi\IAN 

SYDNEY G,1ZE1'1'E-
l6 i\Iarch, 1833: :i\Ir. Israel Chapman is about to resume 

his former situation on the police establishment. (as 
\Yardsman). 

2.4.1833: Police Officer Chapman has actually commenced 
operations. i\Ir. Israel Chapman has again receh-ed 
the staff of office. The Yillains who infest the town 
had better mind their Ps and Qs. They will not be 
enabled to elude the vigilance of this Yery actiYe 
officer for a long period. They had better take the 
hint and betake thcmselYes to honest industry. 

H.11.1833: On 12.11 eYening that actiYe police officer, 
Chapman, after returning to Sydney from a journey 
of upwards a hundred miles into the interior1 appre­
hended a noted bushranger1 named l\IcDonald, in Kent 
Street. Chapman1 having some priYatc information, 
took him into custody for having a stolen mare in his 
possession. It turned out that the prisoner was also a 
rmunYay from a chain gang. "\\Then arrested1 he had 
with him a certificate of freedom under the name of 
Stewart. 

10.12.1833: The Syclncy Gazette wishes that Chapman 
would pay a visit to Cooks River Road, where rob­
beries arc frequent. 

18.1.1844,.-ISRAEL CHAPMAN. When so many rob­
beries are continually- occurring in the vicinity of 
Sydney

1 
and \Yhen the necessity for vigilant and ex-
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pericnced officers is so very apparent, we do think 
that limiting of this person to one division of the 
town is actually preventing him from being useful to 
the public. When he acted as police runner, there 
was no officer of whom the rogues and thieves stood 
so much in awe. He kne\Y, and still knows his cus­
tomers and promoting him to the situation of Skinner 
(who we hear is about to resign) or to some other post 
in which he might be afforded ample scope, would 
not only be wise but a necessary act. 

4.3.44: Chapman, the Police Officer, was ordered to be 
fined 10/- on Saturday for non-attendance, to prose­
cute a charge at Police Office, unless he should adduce 
satisfactory cause for his absence. It appears that 
Chapman was actually engaged at the time in tracing 
the perpetrators of a robbery committed the pre\"ious 
night. 

20.3.44: Chapman, the police officer, arrested Jackson, the 
debtor who had escaped from custody and ,ms just on 
the point of sailing to the sister colony. 

29.3.4±: Chapman got £5 reward for captm~ng the debtor 
Jackson. 

19.4.4±: Chapman arrested a man named George Crewe 
in King Street. His warrant had been altered by a 
clerk frorn 12 to 6 rnonths in irons and so he got free 
after 6 months. The Bench sentenced him to work 
out the residue of his sentence. 

1'HE AUS1'R1lLI1lN, 6.5.183±: The immaculate Izzey 
Chapman was bowled out by the "Colonel" (i\Ir. Henry 
C. Wilson) on Thursday night (1.5), haYing a little 
too much in his head, and in consequence was con­
signed to that place where he had so often put others, 
mrd \Yas let out the following morning, only on pay­
ment of the usual fine of five shillings. 

1'HE iJIONI1'0R, 7.5.1834: Chapman, the conductor, has 
been discharged owing to insubordinate behaviour to 
the Chief iVIagistrate of Police. 

SYDNEY GAZE1'1'E, 8.5.1834:­
(ADVERTISKIIENT I 

TO the Editor of the Sydney Gazette, 
SIR, 

The Editors of the ~'Australian" ancl "Sydney l\Ioni­
tor" having respcctiYely published of me, the first that I 
was confined, and fined for drunkenness on Thursday 
eyening last, and the latter, that I have been dismissed 
from my situation for insubordinate conduct to the Chief 
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Police }lagistrate, I beg leave to request the insertion, in 
your journal, of the following explanation of those circmn­
stanccs:-On 'l'lnusday evening last, having occasion to 
present myself before Colonel \Yilson, to make a report to 
hi1n connected ,rith my police duties, he was pleased to 
order me into confinement, and in the course of the night, 
the worJ.s "'drunk and disonlcrlY" ,rere inserted (1 be­
lieve by his command) against "my name in th~ ·watch­
house reports. 

On the follo,ving mo1·ning, l yielded to the ach·ice of 
my friends, and tendered to the Colonel the customary 
fine :for drunkenness, although I could liave proved that l 
was not drunk. This ·was accepted, and I ·was ordered to 
return to my duty, but on the next clay, without the 
assignment of any rcason1 l was informed l had been 
superseded, in my situation, and ,vas to consider myself 
Llismisscd from the Police Department, "·here I have been 
employed for years. I lcaYc it to the public and my 
superiors to say how efficiently. I have addressed a 
memorial to His Excellency the GoYernor, praying my case 
to be inYestigated, and if it be granted, I shall be enabled 
to 1n'0Ye, by unexceptional testimony, that my dismissal 
has been produced from ill-feeling towards me, and not 
from any misconduct of my own. 

I am, Sir, 
Your n10st obedient servant 

ISRAEL CHAP~L\N 
Kent-street, Sydney 
7th May, 1834. 
21).7.183,1. Edw. John Keith indicted at Quarter Sessions 

for assaulting Israel Chapman, late the wardsman in 
the Sydney Police, on 20..!.183±, when in the execu­
tion of his office. The Jury could not agree and "nor 
was it likely that the~- should do so and the affair 
terminated after a ,vhole day's sitting". 

9.8.1834: W c ha,-e been informed that Mr. Chapman has 
again gone with a gang of hands to Newcastk' to make 
an attempt to get the schooner ....-lnn off the beach at 
this place. \Ye hope that he ,Yi!! be successful. 

ll.9.34: :\.hs. Chapman,wifc of Israel Chapman, 1ate ,vards­
man of the police, summoned the ,vife of a neighbour, 
named Garnett for assaulting hc1\ tearing her clothes, 
etc. It appears that i\Irs. Chapman had alleg-edl~· told 
)lr. Garnett that his ,yifo had false keys. Upon this 
::.\Irs. Oan1ett assaulted nfrs. Chapman ln her house 
and also threw stones on her. The Beneh fine i\lrs. 
Garnett 20/- plus costs and ordered her under bonds 
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to keep the peace for 12 months. The parties left tlH· 
Court unreconciled. 

5.9.1835: J. Coughley, a runaway conYict from :"io. 3 Road 
Party, "·as apprchen<lcd in George Street, by Israel 
Chapman, forn1erly a wardsman in the Sydney Police, 
on suspicion of being him who had lately committed 
a robbery at LiYerpool Plains. 

1.12.1835: Chapman in Police Court, sworn, states that he 
arrested the prisoner Stapleton who ,Yas remanded. 

N.S.W. GOVERNJlIENl' GLlZEl'l'E, 25.11.1835, No. 196, 
page 837: 
Colon. Secretary's Office, Sydney, 24th November, 
1835 . 

.clLl'ER,ll'lONS 1'0 l'HE POLICE, Sydney:-
"To be conductor:-Israel Chapman, from the 16th 
instant. 

SYDNEY !liONil'OR, 28.11.1835:-Amongst the recent 
appointments to the Police we perceive the well-known 
Israel Chapman has been made a conductor'·. 

( Chapman was previously a "wardsman1
' with a salary of 

£73 per annum, on re-instatement he was demoted to "'con­
ductor" with £59.6.3 p.a.). 
SYDNEY GAZE1'1'E, 30.1.1836: Israel (better known as 

Izzey) Chapman, ex-conductor ('/?) of the Sydney 
Police, apprehended on Thursday afternoon, a 
notorious runaway prisoner. 

:!-!.8.37: .cl new instrwnent. 'rhe far famed Izzey Chapman 
stated at the Police Office Tuesday that upon being 
called out of his warm bed in the previous night, he 
stood shh·ering and shaking in the open door, with 
nothing on but his night cap, when he ,-ras applied to 
by some- drunken reprobates, to come out and haye a 
mill. "I will, replied Izze:r, only wait till I get my 
perwenter". This repeated several times, caused no 
little fun in the office, as Izzey declined describing 
what a "'pcrwenter" was. 

7 .3.37: Izzcy Chapman ,Yas charged by his wife, l\Iary Ann, 
,Yith having thrashed her most unmercifully. The poor 
woman, with tears in her eyes, stated that since she 
had been married to him she had acted not only as his 
wife but also as a mother to him and he had assaulted 
her without the slightest grounds. Izzey was con­
sequently ordered to find a security to keep the peace, 
himself in £20 and two sureties of £10 each. 

2.4.1836: A charge ,yas preferred against a female named 
Chapman, wife of the ,vell-known "Izzey" for wilful 
and corrupt perjury by her neighbour, :i\Irs .. Anderson, 
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with whom she had quarrelcd. The charge was dis­
missed as not proYe<.l. 

lG.5.1837: At the Police Office, Izzey Chapman, John 
Lehar, Hugh Donnelly and \Villiarn S1nith, all special 
consta blcs, appointed to preserye the peace of the 
Hoyal Theatrc,werc charged \Yith an assault on con­
stable Whalan of the Sydney police at the Theatre. 

The rcpo1't of the S.U. is long-winded and Bar­
nett LcYey was also alleged to be implicated in the 
affair. Yet as Le\'ey was not in attendance, the case 
was adjourned. 

:W.5.1837: \Yhen the case came up again in the Police 
Court, it "·as dismissed. 
In m,· Paper on Israel and Noel Chapman in Vol. VI, 

Part 7, I related that Israel at the beginning of the 
forties apparently resigned and went to liYe with his 
brother, Noel, at Berrima, from "·here he directed two 
unsuccessful petitions to the Goyernor. I also wrote that 
Noel "may h:n-e stayed for many years at Bcrrima" and 
that it appears that his two sons had died in childhood. 

Further research into the life of the two brothers has, 
howcyer, shown that these statements were wrong and new 
facts ha ,·c also emerged. 

From a curious incident, related in the Syclney Gazette 
on 7.2.1839, it emerged that Noel Chapman had already 
been a constable, when in \Vinclsor. The story reads as 
rollows:-

··l'hapnmn, Di,:,trict Com-table at \\'indsor, was gi,·ing C'viden<:e 
at the trial of ,J. Carroll for hor!-e stealing. He obst'JTed that h;.~ 
had apprelwnded the prisoner on suspicion of being a runaway. In 
n•pl.v to a question from the Chief Jm;ticc, Chapman obset·wd that 
lw ahn1~·s apprehended strangers who came into town, if he at fin;t 
eould not ascertain, who they we're. '\Yhat·, said His Honour, •\Youhl 
you also apprehend mc7' •}fost certainly, l would\ replied Chapman, 
·i l' l :,nSJ)l'etcd you !' The only answer to this by His Honour, was 
a terrible large pinch of snuft and, ·)Ir . .Attorney Gcn<:>ral, you ran 
go on'." 

Noel Chapman was appointed Chief Constable at 
Berrima on 1st January, 18-101 and remained them for 9 
years, until on 1~.3.1849 he was transferred as Chief Con­
stable to Yass.2 ln December, 1849, he became seriously 
ill and "·as replaced by l\Iatthew l\Iorrison.2 He died 
intestate on ~9th December, 1849, ~'after a painful illness"_:~ 
Administration of his estate-worth £50-·was granted to 
his widow, Rebecca Chapman. Apparently his two sons, 
Br11,jamin and Henry Edward, were then still aliYe, be­
cause they are mentioned as next-of-kin. It may be noted 
that one of the \Yitnesses to Rebecca's testimonv was ~Jacoh 
Jfeyrrs, "housekeeper", residing at Yass.4 ~ 
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The maiden name of his wife Rebecca was not Arnfield 
but Armfield and their marriage took place on 14th 
February, 1831, not 1834 as published. Rebecca was the 
daughter of Edward Armfield, a policeman, and Elizabeth 
Wells Ruse, the daughter of James Ruse, a well­
known convict of the First ] 1leet who had been trans­
ported in the "Scarborough" and as emancipist became a 
highly regarded settler pioneer. in the Hawkesbury district. 

Rebecca's younger sister, Ann, married on 12th 
February, 1838,5 John Taylor, Rebecca Chapman and 
George Armfield being witnesses to this marriage.6 But 
after .i\Ir. Taylor's death, Ann married in August, 1840, at 
Sutton Forest, 1\Ir. Lewis Levy, the great-granduncle of 
Mr. Terry Newman, member of the Council of onr Society. 

The death of his bi-other apparently forced Israel 
Chapman to return to Sydney, where, as the follmving 
report, published in "Bell's Life in Sydney" on 5th June, 
1852, shows, he was employed as a bailiff. 

"George Phillips, Izzi Chapman and Richm·d Ensall, 
as ugly looking rips as ever composed a trio, were ranged, 
side by side, in the police dock, charged by an aged shoe­
maker of very sanctimonious appearance named Amen 
\Vilkock, ,vith robbing him of seven one pound notes and 
some silYcr, together with 2 pairs of Hessian boots, which 
\Vilkock had just finished half soling for 4/6 per pair. 
The prisoners had pretended that the venerable old son 
of St. Crispin ,ms in arrears of rent and that Phillips and 
Izzy came to distrain, by virtue of their office as bailiffs. 
Old "death and glory" (Edsall) liYed in the same rookery 
in Kent street with Wilkock. Last Saturday, 3 p.m., the 
ancient snob was sitting in his room, busily engaged in 
hanunering out a sole and singing "Oh, be joyful", ·when 
the ill-omened visage of Phillips met his gaze. Wilkock's 
garments were thrmvn across a line in the room, and 
pitched shirt, trowsers and all down to the other 
two worthies who were on the staircase. In the pocket of 
one of the pairs were seven one pound notes, and the 
trmrners were flung back into the room, rifled of their con­
tents. i\Ir. P. Long defended Phillips and j\fr_ Cory tor­
mented the witnesses on behalf of lzzy Chapman. Urged 
by the legal lore of the two luminaries, \Vilkock admitted 
that he had fought a round with Edsall and gave him a 
backhanded spank on the right peeper. He did not know 
exactly ,vhat Phillips and Izzy were, but he imagined they 
were men, although ill-favoured ones. He had first told 
his story to "lawyer" Egan, who had referred him to the 
Police office. The landlord of the house occupied by Amen 
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and Edsall, :Mr. Cooper, negatiYatecl the plea that either 
of the prisoners "·as authorised to clistrain for rent. A 
female named :Mrs. Visay, ,vho apologized to the :Mayor for 
the infrequency of her Yisits at his court, sa,r Phillips take 
two pairs of boots from .1"1..men's domicile. The :Mayor said 
it was a curious case, and he \Yould take until \\' C'clnesclay 
to consider decision, but in the meantime he "·oulcl allow 
the prisoners bail. On \Yeclnesday, they ,rere all com­
mitted for trial at the next Quarter Sessions. Bail was 
allmwd-£80 and two sureties of £.±0. ( Sureties for 
Chapman were prorided by Henry Bennett, publican, York 
Street, and Joseph 1Vard, householder, Druitt Street).7 

On 16th June, 1852, the three prisoners ,wre indicted 
at Quarter Sessions. Phillips and Edsall were sentenced 
to hard labour on the roads for three years and Israel 
Chapman to six months at Darlinghurst gaol, with hard 
labour.8 

And so Israel Chapman's career ended in disgrace . 

NOTES 
1. Returns of the Colony of N.S. W., 1840. 
:2. Returns of the Colony of X.S.W., 1850. 
3. Bell's Life in Sydney, 6.1.1850. 
4. X.SW. Probate Office Series I, Ko. 20iS. 
5. Australian Dictionary of Biography, Yol. I 1 pp. 404/405. 
6. )Iutch's marriage registers, ::\Iitchcll Library. 
i. Sydney Quarter Sessions Book, 1852, No. 62 (Archin~s of 

N.S.W., 2928). 
S. The Empire, Sydney, 1.6.1852, 2.6.1852, li.6.1852. 
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OBITUARIES 

Etta Applebaum 
Etta .Applebaum, who died on 15th April last, was the 

second daughter of Joel and Dinah Goldberg and fourth 
of their seven children. She was married to Victor .Apple­
bamn at the Great Synagogue by Rabbi Francis L. Cohen 
on 14th September, 1924, and was the mother of Ralph 
and Neville .Applebaum and Valela Cohen, of Perth. She 
was widowed on 20th November, 1960. 

She supported many communal activities, including 
Trustee of the Help in Need Society, member of the .Aus­
tralian Jewish Historical Society and with her husband 
was deeply involved in the formation of the North Shore 
Synagogue. 

She was a member of the Great Synagogue all her life 
and continued to occupy the seat held by her i\Iaternal 
Great Grandmother since the opening of the Great Syna­
gogue. Her great grandfather, John Isaacs, was Hon. 
Treasurer of the York St. Synagogue in 1849 and on the 
completion of the building of the Great Synagogue was 
elected to its first Board of i\Ianagement. His eldest 
daughter, Phoebe, ,vas married by Rev. A. B. Davis in 
1869 to Elias Cohen, who also took a great interest in 
corrnnunal affairs, and together with his father-in-law and 
committee was instrumental in opening the Sydney IIebrew 
Certified Denominational School in 1868. 

In 1890, Dinah, the second daughter of Phoebe and 
Elias Cohen, was married by Rev. A. B. Davis at the 
Great Synagogue to Joel Goldberg, who had arrived in 
Sydney from Shillel, Russia, in 1885 with two brothers. 
These three men played a large part in the establishment 
of the Newtown Synagogue, all taking Executive positions 
on the Board of j\fanagement. 

Etta .Applebaum was a typical Jewish mother, devoted 
to her family, who were encouraged to be obseryant ortho­
dox Jews. The three children of Victor and Etta Apple­
baum continue the family tradition of involYement in 
communal activities. 

The family is characterised by its close knit and 
strong ties of family unity and her two brothers and four 
sisters exemplified the importance and value of sound 
family structure. 

:i\Irs . .Applebaum will always be remembered for her 
kindness and friendliness. 

-P.D. 
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Mrs. Bella Green 
i\Irs. Bella Miriam Green, wife of .i\Ir. Israel Green, 

O.B.B., passed away on 4th April, 1972, leaving a dcvotccl 
husband and fan1ily, a large circle of friends, and the 
whole Jewish Conununity to mourn their loss. 

Born in :Melbourne (nee Bella i\Iiriam Salmonow), 
she ea.me to Sydney on her marriage in U)22, and so :Uir. 
and Mrs. Green would thus Jrnye celebrated their Golden 
\Y eclding in August this year. 

i\Irs. Green immediately identified herself with the 
work of the Sydney Jewish Conununity and became an 
industrious worker and ardent supporter of Jewish and 
other Ch-ic Causes. She was one of the founders of the 
\Y 01nen's Auxiliary of the Great Synagogue, later serving 
as its President for eight years. She Y{aS an untiring 
worker for the :i\Iontefiorc Home, and serYed as President 
of the Ball Committee for four terms. She ,rnrked con­
tinuously for the Jewish Welfare Society, The Great Syna­
gog·ne Youth, (G.S.Y.), Hospital Committees, and the 
Auxiliary of Sydney Legacy of ,rhich her husband was 
President and Committee member. She was a foundation 
member of this Society and became a Benefactor many 
years ago. 

She shared with her husband, i\Ir. Isadore Green, a 
love for people, a love for everything Jewish and a respect­
ful sympathy for those in need of help and encouragement. 
Her home became "'an open house" for young and old 
where everybody was graciously receiYcd with true hos­
pitality. 

She ,Yas an outstanding example of true J c,dsh 
\Yomanhood, and ,dll be sadly missed for her 10\·ing kind­
ness and high sense of duty. 

Mr. Sol Krupa 
1'he Society records with deep regret the recent pass­

ing of 1Ir. Sol Krupa. As a. young man of hrcnty he 
arriYcd in Sydney from his nath-c Poland, and soon iden­
tified himself with his fellow religionists. In a quiet and 
unassuming manner he gayc generously to any appeal or 
individual needing help, and was a member of various 
organizations. 

\Y-ith the capacity for making friends, he fanned 
friendships with many in all walks of life. 

Saddened by the early passing of his wife\ Elsie, he 
was clcvotcd to his two daughters, Nanette and BeYcrlcy. 

-R.R. 
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The late Philip Mase!, O.B.E., E.D. 
Australian Jewry and the Commonwealth of Australia 

in general and Western Australian Jewry in partieular 
suffered a great loss with the sudden death of the late 
Philip i\Iasel at sea on his way home from a holiday with 
his wife on 27th February last. 

Philip Mase! was born in Perth, W estem Australia, 
on 25th i\Iay, 1908, the youngest son of four of the late 
Mr. and illrs. Esor l\Iasel. His father was a deYoted Com­
munal worker ancl office bearer of the Perth Hebrew Con­
greg·ation and the founder of "\V orths, one of Perth's lead­
ing merchandise stores of which Philip was General 
Manager at the time of his death. 

In his early communal life he took a full part in the 
Religious, Social, Cultural and Sporting activities of the 
Perth Hebre,v Congregation-specially those of its youth. 

THE LATE PHILIP MASEL, O.B.E., E.D. 
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He \\Tote a I-Iistory of the Congregation at the request of 
the Board. 

He was also founder and co~editor of 1.'he Judea11, a 
\\' est Australian monthly journal of Jewish affairs. 

He was a Founding 1\Iember of the Liberal Judaism 
}10\·ement which evoked into the present Temple David 
Congregation in which he participated with its services 
and actidties. ln this capacity he wrote the history of the 
first and second decades of the Congregation. 

He was not a Zionist and was opposed to Political 
Zionism in the early stages of the creation of the State 
of Israel and, with others, founded and published "The 
Australian Jewish Outlook" whicl1 formulated the theory 
o[ '"Australians of the Jewish Faith" as distinct from 
other National identities. 

He had a distinguished military career, having joined 
the C.i\I.1''. in 1938 and particularly in World \V ar 11 
\\'hen he ser\'ed with the 2/28th Battalion at Tobrnk, 
Alamcin and Borneo. After the war he was appointed 
Officer Commanding the 13th Infantry Brigade with the 
rank of Brigadier. He was granted the Freedom of the 
City of Perth on behalf of the Royal West Australian 
Regiment. 

He ,Yas actiYely associated with many major organisa­
tions and was a Past President of Perth Legacy and took 
interest in the \V ar \Vidows' Guild, the Boy Scouts' Asso­
ciation, ,vas a member of the A.B.C. Talks' Advisory Com­
mittee, the Duke of Edinburgh's Award Comn1itteei and 
the Arts' Advisory Council. 

He organised and commanded the opening and closing 
ceremonies of the Empire Games held in Perth in 1962. 

He was a writer of distinction and in his earlier years 
was actiYe in sports as a member of Cricket, Tennis, Golf 
and Bowling Clubs. 

As a tribute to his literary abilities he was appointed 
by the Commonwealth Govcrmnent Commissioner for this 
State on the Australian Broadcasting Commission and was 
in his second term of office at the time of his death. 

For his public and wartime services he was made an 
O.B.E. in 1952. 

He was also awarded the honour of E.D. (Efficiency 
Decoration) granted by the Commonwealth Government 
for twenty years' service in the Armed Services. 

He was a liberal, progressive and intellectual per­
sonality, well esteemed by all who knew him in his busi­
ness, cultural and military activities. 

-H.B. 
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