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On 4 October 1989 Rabbi Dr. Alfred Fabian 0.13.E., E.D. , died after a long illness. 
H e was best known, perhaps, for his connections with the North Shore Synagogue, 
where he was Chief M inister for 13 years rrom 1962 and head master o r its religion 
school from 1964. H e had been the Rabbi o f the Adelaide H ebrew Congregation from 
1940 till ]947, and in Brisbane from 1947 ti l l 1962. Tn Brisbane, he encouraged the 
foundatio n of the Gold Coast Congregatio n. His article in the ju11mal of the A_J HS Vol 

IX Part 2. 198 1. "F rom Sch oo l to Shu! ", Th e Ea rl y Histo ry of the Gold Coast 
(Queensland) Congregatio n ( 1954-1962), gives a detailed account of its developn.enl. 

Besides this, he was senior Jewish Chaplain 10 the Australian Forces rrom 1962, suc­
ceeding Rabbi Jacob Dang low. He served as a member of the Chaplains-Genera l 
Conference. and later of the Religious Advisory Comrnillee to the Services, and he was 
national chaplain to the Federation of Australian Ex-Service Associatio ns (FAJEX). In 
al l. he served as Senior Jewish Chaplain for 26 years. on ly retiring with the o nset o r his 

f inal i l lness. 

Rabbi Fabian was born in Breslau in 1910, the son o f a rabbi. Leo Fabian. min ister 
o f the Breslau Synagogue. His mother. Ella (nee Barn ). ,,·as a school teacher. Both par­
ents d ied ~vhen Al fred "·as still a child -first his father. in the ·nu· epidemic of 1917; his 
mother died the follo,Ying year. He and his brother "·ere then brought up by their 
maternal g randparents, Baron. Alfred Fabian auended Frcihurg and Breslau Univers­
ities .graduating as D octo r of La\\'S in 1933. He spent fi\'c years at the Breslau Jewish 
Theological Seminary. " ·here he gained his rabbinical diploma in 1939. In 1940, he 
married l lse Sternberg . and they had three daughters, Miriam. Diana. and Carmel. 

During his ministry in Sydney. Rabbi Fabian made time for ,niting. He ~Hole three 
hooks. A time 'J'o Speak. /111 Australian .\li11ist1y. and an unpublished work. A Tale q/" 
Three Cit ies. This lauer book dea lt ~Yith his ministries in the three capital ci ties . He 
w rote articles for the AJHS Jo11r11a/. He ,,·as a \ 'ice-President o f the Society for over 10 
years. H is associat ion ,,·ith the Society bega n \Yhilst he was still in Adela ide. He was 
one of the first to poinl out. publicly. that the _je\\'s of Australia had shown how. in a 
multi-cultural society . a minority group might retain its identity as a unified entity, 
resisting :tssim ilation.and participating in the li fe of the society around them. whi lst 
exercising an influence for good out of all p roportion to their numbers. 

I lis in\'CJl\'emenl in the commu nity \\':IS manifold: besides his min isterial responsi­

bilities and hi s work ,,·ith the _je,,·ish Forces. he \\'as a lead ing member o f the 
Associa tion or Rabbis and ,\linisters and " ·as its treasurer for eight years. Tle was a 
strong suppo rter of 1\laccahi and patron o f many or the interstate Carnivals. He was 
,,·ith B'nai B' rith. \\'hich he sa,,· as symbolising his heliefa in a more united and harmo­
nious .Jewish commu nity. The proceeds from sa les or his hook A 11 A11stra!ia11 ,\llinislrJ' 

he donated to the A lben Einstein Unit of U'nai B'ri th Lodge. 
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Gorr handled probably 20 or 30 e nquiries eve1y year from Australia, invariably with 
successful outcomes. Quoting from his last letters to this Society, written in June, 1988 
"Much is happening with me. I am involved in so many research projects that it is quite 
staggering . . . . . . I am receiving more and more commissions from Australian Jews to 
research their genealogy and to draw up their Family Trees. It is ve1y gratifying. This is 
not the time nor the place, but I can definitely identify more of the First Fleet convicts 
who were Jewish. One of those names is Burdo. I a m currently researching a family 
Burdo of Lithuanian Jewish background and whose London born descendant is my 
client." 

He was always on the lookout for connections between Australia and the Holy 
Land; particularly the genealogical pathos of 19th century rabbis who went from 
Jerusalem to Australia on fund-raising missions. In fact much of his writings concerned 
the derivation of Jewish family names. He addressed a wide range of groups including 
Yeshiva students, women's organisations and, pa1ticipated in several international con­
ferences on Jewish genealogy as well as a number of overseas lecture tours. Another 
subject was the Jewish settlement in the Holy Land in the nineteenth century; its 
research bound him intimately with Jerusalem. He laboured tirelessly to locate ancient 
tombstones on the Mount of Olives and braved the elements with a personally devel­
oped kit of restoration materials preparing stones to be photographed for his cl ients. 
He was a familiar figure in the libraries, archives, and Chevra Kadisha in Jerusalem, 
often discovering precious documents, letters, diaries, minute books of societies and 
manuscript family trees. He had a phenomenal memory for sources and his colleagues 
could always be confident of receiving sound advice on how co further their research­
es. His collection of portraits of rabbis was upwards of 2,000. 

Above all, Rabbi Gorr was a staunch adherent of Chabad, revering its leader, the 
Lubovitcher Rebbe. He rublished a learned treatise d rawn from Biblical and Talmudic 
sources concluding that just as we performed certain rituals and observed festivals 
'Zeher lemaase bereshit' (in remembrance of the act of Creation), so the discovery of 
rhe links in the long chain of Jewish existence was "yet another affirmation of faith in 
the act of creation of the world by Hashem". The issue of The Jerusalem Post 6 October 
1981, carried a full page article on Rabbi Gorr by Greer Fay Cashman (formerly of 
Sydney). It was entitled Trees of Knowledge. Shmuel did make provision in his Will for 
his unique archive to be housed in an institution in Jerusalem where it would be acces­
sible co all scholars and genealogists. His untimely passing is a tragic blow co his life's 
work in genealogy and is a deep sense of loss co his friends. Many are the anecdotes 
told and fond memories held by his friends. He is su1vived in Jerusalem by his mother 
and sister, and by a son in Sydney . 

........................... 
The a hove compiled hy Louise Rosenberg and contains extracts from the correspon­
dence of Chaim (Keith) Freedman. Pct:lh Tikvah. Israel. 


