The Brotbers Coben — Unlauded Entreprenenrs 59

tempt to stimulate some action from the government. Cohen even went so far as to
personally escort McGregor on several oceasions to the surveyor general's office for
questioning, apparently withour result, for there was no official action taken. '+ By
December 1843, after a fruitless campaign, lasting well over a year, to have the sur-
veyor general, Sir Thomas Mitchell take an interest, he managed to have the
newspupers stir up some publicity by repaorting his gold activities in the press.'s The
newspaper announced that Cohen had purchased gold from a shepherd and with the
help of his young son Moses, had washed the specimen and meited the gold down,
@ job which eurned the lad one shilling. ' Perhaps it was this gold which Edward
used to fashion a ring for Queen Victoria, and which Sir Thomas Mitchell, home-
ward hound for England, promised to deliver to Her Most Gracious Majesty, along
with the information that it was the produce of the colony. What Queen Victoria
thought of this gift is not known, for Cohen's generosity was never acknowledged '?

Cohen was persistent. His advice unheeded by Mitchell, he also tried to interest
members of the Legislative Assembly in McGregor's gold and also tried to gain title
ter the land where it had been found. at Mitchell's Creek, near Wellington. ' He failed
disnilly. The Legislative Asscmbly had a vested interest in maintaining the status
quo'™ and the government eventually declared, ar a much later date, the fand Cohen
sought a "gold reserve’ .2 Despite petitions by his widow as late as 1851, the Cohen
family henefited not one serap from Edward's efforrs. Cohen himself died in Oc-
tober 1847 and was never 1o know that his information would he proved correct
in 2 matter of weeks. 2!

One hundred and fifty years have passed since Mosely Cohen, full of hope and ¢n-
thusiasm, faunched his successful business venture. In the normal course of history,
such an ordinary event would have passed unnoticed and gone unrecorded. The
more enterprising cfforts of his brother to publicise gold arce buried away in govern-
ment files. Had Edward Cohen lived, he may have been able to have gained some
benefit from his initiatives and attained a more prominent part in history. Mosely
M. Cohen would undoubtedly have faded into almost total obscurity had he not PoOs-
sessed the quietly dignified entrepreneurial style to realise that the universal lan-
guage of gold “speaks’, and speaks loud and long, with or without the help of man,
The call was heeded by his fellow businessman, the mineralogist William Tipple
smith. who, putting a mineraiogical two and two together, later went on to discover
an enormous payable goldfield at Ophir i late 1847.

But that my friends, is quite another story. 2
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Hargraves’ ‘‘Mishter Cohen’’
A Prelude To The Goldrushes

by M.Z. Forbes, B.A., LL.B.

Lynette Silver urging the preservation of certain premises standing since the

‘thirties of the last century in George Street, Svdney, near Bridge Street. The
writer of the letter mentioned that the premises had once been occupied by Mosely
M. Cohen, i jewelier who had there exhibited, perhaps for the first time in Sydney,
specimens of gold found some years prior to the famous discoveries in 1851 by Har-
graves. | then made contact with Mrs. Silver who kindly invited me to the official
opening. on 8 May last, of the GOLD exhibition at the Geological & Mining Museum
where, at the same time, her new hook, 4 Fool's Gold?, was launched. The book
tells of the finding of payable gold by William Tipple Smith, an unassuming mineral-
ogist whose role has long been unrecognised. Further, Mrs. Silver readily accepted
my suggestion that she contribute an item to this Jowrral regarding Moscly Cohen
and others who may have been involved in this early gold saga. It will be scen that
the brothers, Mosely Moss Cohen, and, probably more particularly, Edward Daniel
Cohen, both fill & small lacuna. worthy of notice, in the history of the Jews in the
carlier days of settlement in the Colony of New South Wales.

Although there had been evidence of several findings of gold since 1823 and
thereafter in the region West of the Blue Mountains, and especially around the
Bathurst districts, Governor Sir George Gipps believed that search for the precious
metal would disadvantage the Colony during a period of serious depression. When-
ever reports reached the Government of findings of small quantities of gold, the offi-
cial policy of the administration was to maintain secrecy and to discourage the
public from scarching for gold. Onc of the fossickers was the shepherd, Hugh
McGregor, who was employed on the pastoral lands of Nanima station, near Wel-
lington, These extensive boldings, until about 1849, were then under lease from the
owner of the property, Joseph Barrow Montefiore. Of McGregor himself, only a few
hare facts are recorded, and not even the catalogues of the Mitchell Lihrary contain
any entry furnishing clues and data for the historian. McGregor had found gold in
the arca of Mitchell's Creek and seems to have regularly forwarded samples to Syd-
ney. He was at first a poor man. “Of course™, said a writer, "“if he were rich he
would not have been minding sheep.”'!t The secret of his discoveries leaked out.
McGregor had mined a quartz vein which became worked out, and he eventually left
the district.

Having regard to the puucity of information relating to McGregor including the
secrecy with which he and others went about their gold searches, it is not surprising,
also, that untif now writers have not been concerned to identify those with whom,
in Sydney, McGregor had dealings. Thus, in a recent publication, The Cradie Of A
Neation, the author states: “From 1846, MeGregor made regular trips to Sydney, sell-
ing his gold to Cohen’s jewellery in George Street. There soon remained few people
who had not heard of the mysterious shepherd.”? Writing on this same subject, a
modern historian has quoted from the Batburst Free Press, as follows: A little tem-
porary curiosity would occasionally be excited whenever the news was spread

E;lrl_\' this year there appeared a short leteer in the Sydney Morning Herald by
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jewellers, including Edward Daniel Cohen’s “City Hall of Arts” known hy its two
“mechanical clocks™ and the large mirror at the end of the shop.

When writing on "' Jewish Voters in Sydney’s First Election” )" which was held on
I November 1842 when ceriain citizens were permitted o vote in the ¢lection for
the City of Svdney, E.S. Marks drew attention to the Jewish names in the Citizen Lists
published in the Sydmrey Morning Herald. Marks compiled therefrom two Lists. in
List A he included names of those recorded in the first report of the York Street Syn-
agogue, 1845, or, the names of fathers of Jewish children in a Census of 1846 pre-
pared under direction of the synagogue Board. In that List Marks included, “ Daniel
FE. Cohen, shop, King Street™. " noting that Cohen was specified in the list of
scatholders and subscribers to the Synagogue. He could have added, bowever, that
the same Cohen was also indicated in the ahovementioned Census as being the par-
ent, together with his wife, Esther, of Moses Cohen, born at Sydney on 20 March
i8-11."* But, Marks further compiled, in his List B, the names of citizens suggesting
the strongest prohability that they were in fact Jews. In that shorrer List was includ-
ed the name of Moscly Moss Cohen. “house and shop, George Street.” " In the Jour
ral he seems to have received at least one mention. or rather, in the reprint of the
1845 Report of the York Street Synagogue where M.M. Cohen's name is listed
amongst those who made contributions to the Sydney Synagogue of Articles used in
the performance of Divine Service. Cohen’s gift was an Eight-day Clock. ™

In the abovementioned Report of 1845, E.ID. Cohen is shown as being a Synagogue
scatholder Member and also as being a donor of money towards the building ex-
penses of the Svnagogue. 'S Again, in the Report of the Synagogue for 1847 Edward
Cohen is included in the names of those holding seats.'® Ten vears previously, when
he was at Port Macquarie, Daniel Cohen, as the York Street Marriage Register
records, there married Esther [saacs.!” He commenced business in 1840 at Windsor,
but by 1842 he removed to 5 West King Street, Sydney.'"® Two years later Cohen was
estublished at the Ciey Hall of Arts, 392 George Street, Svdney. He inserted advertise-
ments in the Svdney Press, some of which were obviously designed to attract atten-
tion: "FORGET ME NOT — When you want yvour watches repaired, as they will be
well done, and to the appointed time — REMEMBER The immense Stock of Specta-
cles. 1 His deatch ar the above address at his residence in George Street was notified
in 1847, il being stated that Daniel Cohen was then aged 45 vears, formerly of Liver-
pool.2®

The Cumberland Times And Western Advertiser, which was printed in Parramat-
ta, carricd a small news item in 1845, that E.ID. Cohen was exhibiting a specimen
of virgin gold which was stated to be in its pure state, and on melting down, is
found to be the purest gold. "' Relevant references appear in the last Chapter of Aus-
fradian Genesis where the opening words appropriately read: “*The first Chapter in
the History of European Sertlement in Australia begins with exile and ends with
gold. 22 0t was true, indeed, that the ex Jewish convict, E.D. Cohen, was onc of the
first to publicise the discovery of gold in Australia, even before Hargraves came on
the seene and started the goldrush of 1851, The Mitchell Library Manuscripts con-
rain a Postcard, apparently in the handwriting of Moses Cohen, son of Daniel Cohen,
to which is also attached a photograph of Moses Cohen. It may be questioned, per-
haps, whether the latter had a personal recollection of the matter about which he
wrote, many years later, seeing that the event in question took place when Moses
Cohen would have been a child, aged no more than 4 or 5 years. After stating that
gold was discovered by the shepherd, McGregor, in 1844 and 1843, Cohen went on
to write that McGregor sold “'to my Father, E.D. Cohen, watchmaker and jeweller,
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vid de sheeps, dat isht vonce a year, always bringht de gold and sells it you

sce to Mishter Cohen, Mishter Cohen sell two three pieces to Sir Thomas

Mitchell, and Mr. Clarke the gemmologist buy some too. "2
Hargraves® attitude towards jews, which emerges from the above remarks., may not
have been o exeeptional in the social climate of those times,* though it should
also he said that such comments do not refiect credibly on one who constantly
demanded recognition, often demeaning and disregarding others who merited con-
sideration. ““Mishter Cohen’™ was, of course, Daniel Cohen, and this evidence fur-
nished by Hargraves, ¢stabiishes beyond any argument that Cohen, in his dealings
with McGregor, by exhibiting gold in his business premises. and by his contacts with
the Surveyor General, Sir Thomas Mitchell, plaved a significant role —- even if a rela-
tively minor one — in promoting the search for gold prior to the onset of the rush
a few years later.

Mosely Moss Cohen was reported to have retired from his Sydney business in
1843;3" and there is no indication from the Directories that he afterwards resumed
his jewellery business. However, with reference to the general excitement immediate-
ly generated in 1851 by Hargraves® discoveries, Professor Manning Clark’s History
mentions a few of the popular reactions to the stirring events of the day, including,
for example, ‘Have you seen a magnificient specimen of virgin gold in the jeweller’s
window in George Street?'32 If, indeed, there was such an exhibition of gold in 1851,
then. without now pursuing the matter further, there were at that time rwo well
known jewellers in George Street, namely, J.J. Cohen & Sons, Temple of Fashion, 479
George St. North, and Cohen & Co. of 491 George St. North.* Either of these estab-
lishments may have been the scene of a gold display in 1851.

The information wbich has been uncovered by Lynette Silver, as well as by my
own researchers. adds a lictle flesh and blood to the isolated references which have
hitherto heen available. The story of Daniel Cohen, and perhaps others o, fills a
niche in the events which finally led up to the dramatic goldrushes. Cohen and
McGregor, in their motual dealings, were well known to each other. McGregor's fos-
sickings, in that very region near Ophir. which was the scene and focus of the first
Australian goldrush resulting from Hargraves’ explorations, contributed to some of
the subsequent discoveries. These goldrushes, of course, had an extraordinary im-
pact on colonial society and the economy. when migrants, in their thousands, were
drawn to Australia by the lure of gold. This same large scale immigration substantial-
Ivaugmented the Jewish population. thereby adding new vigour to the small pioneer
Jewish communirties. Wich few exceptions, the historian has been contented with
broad surveys, occasionally examining movements and institutions, and sometimes
a history, though it may supply useful source materials, is crammed full of data, the
writer not pausing to follow up interesting and fascinating sidelights. Again, the ex-
ceptions proving to be the rule, there has been but little Australian Jewish biography,
and biographical details of many lesser figures — not without significance — are sel-
dom noticed. “The time has come’, as a leading historian has observed, *'to think
of Australia as men and people. not 1s [and and resources.”'* The human aspects of
Australian Jewish history, in which individuals are seen to have made worthy contri-
butions without them being fully conscious of the value of their efforts, merits fur-
ther and closer study. The historian would do well to include within his purview
of the golden “fifties the roles of a simple shepberd, McGregor, of Daniel Cohen, a
Sydney jeweller whom contemporary writers would ot have noticed ¢xcept, per-
haps, to relegate him 1o the "Ten Lost Tribes™, and of William Tipple Smith who pro-
vides a challenge to the myth that Hargraves was the sole discoverer of payable gold,






