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o establish the day to day [ife of the central character, a mineralogist William

Tipple Smith, as well as reconstruct the mineral background of the time. Using
old directories, maps. drawings, first hand recollections of individuals and personai
advertisements placed in the newspapers of the period, it was possible to locate the
businesses of some of the key figures in the story.

Two of W.T. smith's contemporaries, the hrothers Cohen, were such key figures,

We are told by several people of the period of the existence of a gold-
smith/jeweller in Sydney’s George Street North in the early 1840s, Provided that the
time frame and address arc accurate. the jeweller concerned must have been Mosely
Maoss Cohen, who first surfaced in the business sense in 1830, working from rented
premises above a Svdney shop. Using sitver dollars we are told he managed to create
a silver salver which wus presented to Major Innes after being displayed to the pub-
lic.! In 1832, Moselv married Caroline Pendray? and then estahlished himself at 3
Dennnark Place, George Street, making and mending jewellery, repairing watches
and musical boxes, and selling a choice selection of fashionable dress ornaments as
well as the vsual jewellery lines 3

The husiness was undoubtedly prosperous for Cohen accumulated property in-
cluding an orchard at Burwood which he leascd for the time being. In 1836 he
moved his business into George Street Norih where he continued to both sell and
repair all manner of jewcllery items. Whilst M.M. Cohen was establishing the busi-
ness on the new site, a fellow jeweller/mineralogist William Tipple Smith, was doing
likewise. Although it has not been possible to ascertain whether the two men actual-
ly shared the same building. they must have been no more than two doors away
from one another. since both described the location of the respective shops as being
“dircctly opposite the bank of Auvstralasia’ s

This particular George Street site was just south of Bridge Streer, adjeining the old
lumber yvard. where the Metropolitan Hotel now stands.

Smith’s shop had been formerly occupied by James Tegg, the publisher, who had
arrived aboard the “James Craig” in 1832, In April 1986, the shops of Smith and Co-
hen were still standing, the sole survivor of Svdney's pre-1837 commercial
buildings.®

By the 1830s Svdney had at last begun 1o take on the look of a substantial town
— roads were properly laid our and huildings were of more solid construction,
replacing the flimsy erections of the previous years. The shops of Smith and Cohen
faced the impressive Bank of Australasia which stood on the western side of George
street. To the rear ran the Tank Stream, on its way to Svdney Harbour. spanned by
asmall bridge nearhy which gave its name to the street. Further up Bridge Street was
the Colonial Secrerary’s residence and beyond that stood several windmills interupt-
ing the skyline. 1t was in this environment of change from the temporary to the more
permanent that Smith and Cohen now sought to establish themselves. Cohen's rela-
tively peaceful existence was apparently disturbed by the entry into the business
world of Joel John Cohen. the widowed husband of Masely's sister Rebecea.” Shortly

! s part of the historical research for my book A Fool's Gold?, it was imperative
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tempt to stimulate some action from the government. Cohen even went so far as to
personally escort McGregor on several oceasions to the surveyor general's office for
questioning, apparently withour result, for there was no official action taken. '+ By
December 1843, after a fruitless campaign, lasting well over a year, to have the sur-
veyor general, Sir Thomas Mitchell take an interest, he managed to have the
newspupers stir up some publicity by repaorting his gold activities in the press.'s The
newspaper announced that Cohen had purchased gold from a shepherd and with the
help of his young son Moses, had washed the specimen and meited the gold down,
@ job which eurned the lad one shilling. ' Perhaps it was this gold which Edward
used to fashion a ring for Queen Victoria, and which Sir Thomas Mitchell, home-
ward hound for England, promised to deliver to Her Most Gracious Majesty, along
with the information that it was the produce of the colony. What Queen Victoria
thought of this gift is not known, for Cohen's generosity was never acknowledged '?

Cohen was persistent. His advice unheeded by Mitchell, he also tried to interest
members of the Legislative Assembly in McGregor's gold and also tried to gain title
ter the land where it had been found. at Mitchell's Creek, near Wellington. ' He failed
disnilly. The Legislative Asscmbly had a vested interest in maintaining the status
quo'™ and the government eventually declared, ar a much later date, the fand Cohen
sought a "gold reserve’ .2 Despite petitions by his widow as late as 1851, the Cohen
family henefited not one serap from Edward's efforrs. Cohen himself died in Oc-
tober 1847 and was never 1o know that his information would he proved correct
in 2 matter of weeks. 2!

One hundred and fifty years have passed since Mosely Cohen, full of hope and ¢n-
thusiasm, faunched his successful business venture. In the normal course of history,
such an ordinary event would have passed unnoticed and gone unrecorded. The
more enterprising cfforts of his brother to publicise gold arce buried away in govern-
ment files. Had Edward Cohen lived, he may have been able to have gained some
benefit from his initiatives and attained a more prominent part in history. Mosely
M. Cohen would undoubtedly have faded into almost total obscurity had he not PoOs-
sessed the quietly dignified entrepreneurial style to realise that the universal lan-
guage of gold “speaks’, and speaks loud and long, with or without the help of man,
The call was heeded by his fellow businessman, the mineralogist William Tipple
smith. who, putting a mineraiogical two and two together, later went on to discover
an enormous payable goldfield at Ophir i late 1847.

But that my friends, is quite another story. 2
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