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THE DEMOGRAPHY OF AUSTRALIAN
JEWRY
by WALTER M. LIPPMANN

This study of the Demography of dustralian Jewry
resulted from the writer’'s concern that the spectacular
growth of the number of Jews in Australic after World
War LI was leading to « mushrooming of activities which
could not be mainteined when the intensity of invelvement
of coming generations would be different from that of their
Dnnigrant poarents.

Winston Churchill once said “It s only by a study of
the past that we can, however dimly, foresee the future”.
The whole weight of Jewish teachings and traditions pre-
sents the same lesson, A study of the demographic founda-
tion of the Australien Jewish communities, therefore,
appeared to be desirable.

The tables presented in this paper demonstrate that
the present generation of Australion Jewry is different
from that of, say, the 19107 and also the 1930°s. They
point fo the fact thal the composition and attitudes of
Jews tn dustralic will again be substanticlly different in
the 1970°s and 1980°s.

The study brings to lght tmportant differences i the
composttion of Jewish commundtics in the various States
of the Commonwealth. It also underlines the over-aged
neture of Austrelian Jewry and shows up the fect that,
quite apart from the tnroads which assimilation and inter-
marriage will undoubledly make in the number of Jews in
Austrabia, the present rate of births will be far from
sufficient to madntain its numerical strength.

In preparing this study, the writer also had in mind to
foster the development of a greater sense of communal
thinking among Australian Jewry. Seciological and demo-
graphic studies of Admerican Jewry lead to the conclusion
that the future generation of Ausiralian Jewry, too, will be
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less committed to the established forms of our communal
orgenisations. It will be a generation better educated,
better cstablished economically, but less related to the well-
springs of Jewish tradition. [ts loyalty to Jewish lLife may
well be to a generalised constellution of o Jewish commu-
atty rather then to specific orgenisations, lendsmann-
schaften or other sectionalised involvements of their
migrant parents.

In the preparation of the study I have had valuable
advice und assistance from Dr. Charles Price, Reader in
Demography at the Australion National University, Can-
berra; from Mr, Lionel Sharpe, B.d.; end from Prof.
Haurice I'reedman, London, who edited the original paper
for publication in the Jowrngl from which the current
reprint has been made. To all of them I record my grate-
ful thanks for their assistance. [ also desire to express my
appreciation to the officers of the Commomcealth Bureaun
of Census and Statistics who supplied much of the basic
material from which the tables were prepared. Responsi-
bility for the final tables and analysis, however, remaing
mine.

Walter Lippmann

THE 1,183 Jews who lived in Australia in 1841 repre-

sented 0.57 per cent of the total Australian population
at that time. Although the total number of Jews grew
steaclily, their proportion of the Australian population
declined wntil in 1933 it had reached the lowest point of
(.36 per cent. Immigration, mainly of vietims of Nazi
persecution, has sinee caused a revitalization of Australian
Jewry and a substantial growth in their numbers. Yet it
was not until the 1961 census that the proportion of those
declaring themseclves to be Jews again reached the 1841
figure of 0.57 per cent. In the eontext of world Jewish
communities, Australian Jewry still represents a velatively
sirall number. Bui because of hoth its geograplic position
on the fifth continent and its velatively firmly established
economnic position, Australian Jewry occupies a place of
some signifieance beyvond its aetual numbers. Unfortu.
nately, very little histerical and bisgraphieal material has
beenn published? to preserve a veeord of the colourful and,
at times important contributions which Australian Jews
have made to the development of their country and com-
munity. Sociological and demographic studies of Austra-
ltan Jewry have been even more neglected® It is in an
effort to contribute to the closing of this gap in the know-
ledge of the Australian Jewish eommunity that this study
has heen prepared. It iz based primarily upon figures




The Demography of Adustralion Jewry 255

diselosed by the last Commonwealth census of 1961 and
presents an illuminating pieture of Australian Jewry in
the early 1960%s.

The 59,329 people who disclosed their veligion as
“Llebrew” represent 0.57 per cent of the total population
of Australia. It must be noted, however, that diselosure of
religion was not compulsory, and approximately 11 per
cent of the total population lett this question unanswered.
Asg it s impossible to determine wheilier the Jewish rate of
non-disclosure is greater or smaller than the overall total,
I acecpt, for the purpose of this paper, the Australian
average as the appropriate mean for the Jewish group’
Therefore the adjusted total Jewish population for the
Commonwealth in 1961 is 65,985, Comparing this with the
1933 census diselosed total of 23,553 and the 1954 disclosed
total of 48,436, we have in a nutshell the story of the
growth of Australian Jewry during the past 30 yvears: a
story of doubling, mainly through the immigration of
vietims of Nazi persecution between 1933 and 1954, and of
almost trebling of the 1933 figure by 1961, again through
further immigration as well as the birth of ehildren mainly
to the large numbers of post-war Immigrants.

This growth, however, has by no means heen spread
cvenly throughout the Commonwealth. Vietorian Jewry
(33,335), which today comprises 50.5 per cent of the Jews
living in Australia, grew by over 350 per cent between
1933 and 1961. New South Wales, until 1933 the home of
the largest number of Jews in Australia, has lost this posi-
tion. With 26,673 Jews and a growth rate during the same
period of 260 per eent, it now contains 40.4 per cent of
Australian Jewry. Growth in the other States was very
muel smaller. Sowth Austrvalia (1,095) with just on 100
per cent growth, West Ausiralia {3,090} with barely 50
per cent, and Queensland (1,494) with 40 per cent have
benfited little from this wave of immigration, while Tas-
mania’s Jewish population (150) has resumed its deelining
trend whieh was temporavily arrested hetween 1933 aned
1954, In terms of pereentages, the growth of Jewry in the
Australian Capital Terrvitory (122) and the Northern
Territory (26) has been spectacular, but the actual num-
bers are so small that in the overall pieture their numbers
are of little significanee.

The full impact of immigration on the growth of
Australian Jewry can, perhaps, best he illustrated by
reference fo a study published in 1940 by Dy, J. Gentili
then Lecturer in Statistical Methods at the University of
Western Australia. His careful analysis of the then pre-
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vailing age distribution and trends led him to foreecast an
Australian Jewish population of 21,500 for 1963. The
heavy post-war wave of immigration as well as the children
subsequently horn to these migrants aceount for the faect
that his foreeast has proved to he far off the mark.

Tahle 4, giving the distribution of Australian Jewry,
underlines the heavy congregation of Jews in the Stafes
of Vietoria and New South Wales. It also emphasizes their
coneentration in the capital cities. 96.6 per eent of Aus-
tralian Jewry live in metropolitan areas, 2.0 per cent in
eountry towns, while only 0.9 per cent are living in the
rural areas whieh represent a laree part of the Ausiralian
continent.

Australian Jews (like other minority groups) tend to
draw together and congregate. If is interesting to note
how the census figures not only underline this fact, but
also pinpoint the specific aveas of Jewish congregation
within metropolitan areas. In Melbourne, for instance,
over 60 per cent of the Jews live in the south-eastern
suburbs between Prahran and Moorabbin (see Table 5);
in Sydnev 59.5 per cont live in the eastern suburbs of
Randwick, Weollahra, and Waverley, with another 188
per cent on the North Shorve. In Queensland, on the other
khand, the congregation is by no means as pronounced. In
Brishane itself there ave five statistical sub-divisions each
containing hetween 10 and 20 per cent of Queensland
Jewry, with the Morveton division, including the Gold
(Foast, acecounting for another 16.5 per cent.

The extent to which population movements between
suburbs take place is another interesting aspeet to he
studied in the census statisties. Table 5, for Instance,
shows that during the seven wyears 195461, 7,000 Jews
moved into middle and upper middle class south-eastern
suburbs of Melbourne, while the more industrialized inner
suburbs and the eity of Melbourne (including Carlton)
lost almost half of the Jews who had lived theve in 1947

The most startling growth was in the eity of Moorab-
bin where in 1947 only 89 Jews weve recorded, while in
1961 no fewer than 1,998 Jews resided in that suburb. The
castern suburbs of Kew and Box Hill also recorded sub-
stantial gains in their Jewish population.

In Sydney the movement into speeifie areas was less
proneunced. Both the City of Sydney and the inner wes-
tern suburbs recorded drops in the percentage of Jews
residing there, hut their movements appear to he spread
in many divections with some slight proportional inerease
towards the North Shore suburbs.
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The composition of the Ausiralian Jewish communiiies
is mueh affected lyy the migrant content of its numbers,
and it is noteworthy that the orvigin of the predominant
migrant group varies from State to State. Tables 6 and 7
record the origins of Awustralian Jewry in the various
States and at vavious eensuses. They demonstrate the
changes whieh have come about in the various communities
through migration. In all States {with the exception of
Western Australia) the content of Australian horn Jews
is substantially smaller now than it was, for instance, at
the 1911 ecnsus. On the other hand, in most States the
proportion of Australian born Jews was greater in 1961
than it had been in 1954, refiecting the bhirth of children
to recent migrants.

If we look at the origin of the Jews in the various
States, in Vietoria the east FBuropean influx is clearly
reflected in the faet that the 1954 census shows 31.6 per
cont of the Vietorian Jewish community to have heen horn
there. On the other hand, in New South Wales only 14.6
per cent come from eastern Europe. There, the west
BEuropean influx was greatest, as reflected in the 25.3 per
cent of New South Wales Jewry of west Huropean origin.
IPurther, the number of English migrants has heen greater
in New South Wales than in Victoria. These influences
are not only shown in the figures disclosed by the census,
they ave also noticeable in the nature and attitudes of
the respective communities and in the intensity of their
Jowish life.

The mueh smaller nwmber ol migrants who have
seftled in the other States is clearly reflected in the fact
that the drop in the Australian horn content ol these com-
munities was much smaller between 1911 and 1954-61 than
in the major migrant reception centres of Vietoria and
New South Wales. Nevertheless, the faet that an unusually
large proportion of the levptian Jewish refugees was
attracted to Adelaide, South Australia, is vefleeted, for
instance, in the high proportion of “African” Jews in
South Australia (21.8 per cent in 1961). Similarly, the
unusually laree “Aslan™ content of the Western Australian
Jewish community owes its origin to an aliyah of Jews
from Palestine in the 1920%s. On the other hand, their
attitude to subsequent migration to their eommunity is
perhaps refleeted in the partiewiavly high content of
Australian born Jews in West Australia, as well as in the
relatively small growth of that eommunity between 1933
and 1961,
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Subject to local varviations, however, the overall pat-
tern of Australian Jewish communities reveals that all of
them are—in this generation—predominantly foreign born
communities. Comparison between the 1954 and 1961
figures, however, shows an almost universal increase in the
number of Australian born: in other words, the native
born children mainly of foreign horn parents. (Analysis
of the relevant tubles leads me to the assumption thai the
number of Australian horn adults of an age group that
would have ehildren between 1954 and 1961 would be less
than 20 per cent of the total number of Jews of that
particular age-group).

Table 8 reecords the oceupational status of Ausiralian
Jewry. It shows substantially larger proportions of Aus-
tralian Jews listed as “Employers” or “Self-mployved”
than for the general Australian population. Yet the
influenee of post-war migration is again refleeted in the
fact that the proportion of employers and self-employed
among Australian Jewry has fallen in the post-war years,
while the proportion of “Jewish employvees” has risen
correspondingly.

An aceurate reading of these fgures, however, is
difficult, as a dis-proportionately large number of Jews
conduct private companics with family shareholdings,
giving rise to the guestion wlether in such cases they
would have identified themselves in the census returns as
“Tmplovers”, which they are de facto, or as “Employces”
of their own companies, which would he the correet legal
position.

In any demographic analysis of a community, the
age distribution is of particular significance as indieative
of future trends and survival possibilities. Reference has
previously heen made to the fact thai some twenty-five
vears ago the prognosis for the survival of Australian
Jewry was far from encouraging. Post-war migration has
revitalized the communities and caunsed the signifieant
growth which has been disclosed by recent census figures.
The guestion which must now excreise us is whether this
represents a temporary arrest of assimilatory tendencies
o1 whether the age distribution of Australian Jewry in the
1960%s is such that one ean confidently prediet its survival.
Unfortunately, the data presented in Tahles 9«, 95, and
10, and Figure 1 eontain many factors which must eause
serious concern about the future of Australian Jewry.

Tables 9a, 9b, and 10 demonstrate that in the age
groups up to 35 years of age, the proportion of Jews is
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substantially below that of the corresponding age group
m the Australian community gencrally, while the “middle
age” group from 40 to 60 years of age represents a very
much greater part of the Australian Jewish eommunity
than of the general community. 32,1 per cent of the Aus-
tralian Jewish community helongs to this age group, as
against only 22.6 per eent of the general community. In
the over 60 age groups the difference is smaller: 148 per
cent of the Jewish community compared with 1201 per
cent of the general community,

The age pyramid (Ifig. 1) clearly demonstrates the
uneven aned over-aged nature of the Australian Jewish
community. The very small propertion of hoth males and
females in the 20-30 age group indicates that there is little
immediate prospect of a vise in the birth rate of the Aus-
tralian Jewish community, which at the time of the 1961
consus was barely two-thirds of the birth rate of the
general Australian community, The only time when the
proportional Australian Jewish birth rate even approached
that of the general population was during the vears 1947
to 1951 (aged 10-14 in 1961). There are, of course, easily
understandable historical reasons for both the small num-
ber of Jewish births in the years 1933-47, and the sub-
stantial vise shortly after the war: the arrival of the hulk
of the post-war immigrants seeking to establish new homes
and families in Australia after their war-time persecution.
On the other hand, the drop from the 1951 peak of hirths
has heen severe, giving rise to coneern about the future of
the community.

The relatively large number ol old people presents
Australian Jewry with speeial soeial responsibilities and
problems. Novr arve these likely fo be short-term ones.
Tables 9« and 9b. giving a breakdown of the numbers in
the vavious age groups, indieate that for the next thirty
vears at least there is likely to be an inereasingly high
proportion of the Australian Jewish community helonging
to the older age groups.

In analvsing the age distribution of Australian Jewry
{Table 10) and in eomparving it with the age distributions
of a “standard”™ community and the general Australian
comminity, we can see the reason for the concern about
the future of Awustralian Jewry, A sowd age distribution
would diselose gradual deseending pereentages for cach
advaneing age group. The figures for Australian Jewsry,
however, show a much smaller proportion in the 0-4 age
oroup than the general Australian population, and a very
irregular pattern with its highest proportions in the 34-55
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year old groups. In faect, from the point of view of prog-
nogis for the future, Australian Jewry’s age distribution
in 1961 was even move unhealthy than it was in 1933. In
the latter yvear 58 per cent of Austyalian Jewry was under
35 vears of age, while in 1961 only 45 per cent was in that
category. In the light of these faets, the larger number of
those 0-4 years old in 1961 may vepresent a ray of hope,
but it seems doubtiul whether even this slight improvement
is likely to he maintained.

As in the analysis of the origin of Ausiralian Jewry,
80 in the age distribution some significant differences are
notieeable from State to State. New South Wales, for
instance, has the largest number of people over 60 years
old—4,015 out of a total of 24,000 (16.5 per cent), while
in Victoria 3,841 Jews of the same group represent only a
slightly smaller pereentage. On the other hand, Vietoria
is the only State in which the Jewish percentage of young
people (under 20 years old) is at least fairly elose to that
of the general population: 32.9 per eent as against 37.3
per cent. The Tasmanian figure in this age group is parti-
cularly distressing. Only 17.6 per cent of the small Jewish
population of the island State is under 20 years of age.
As already mentioned, however, the Jewish figures for this
age group vight through the Commonwealth eontain an
ominous warning for the futnre. The average Australian
proportion of people under 20 vears old is 38 per cent. The
Jewish figures are between § and 10 per eent helow the
corresponding percentages of voung people in their respee-
tive States.

Some additional facts are worthy of comment. Vietoria
and the Australian Capital Terrvitory ave the only two
States in whieh the numbers of Jews under 20 yeavs of
age oufweigh those of over 50. In Western Australia they
are almost evenly halaneed, while South Australia, New
South Wales, Queensland, and particularly Tasmania must
be listed as States which, Jewishly speaking at least, ave
over-aged. Of these, South Australia and New South
Wales, with their recent rates of migrant influxes, may he
expected to show a rate of improvement by the next census.

Coneluding this eomment on the age distribution of
Australian Jewry, one ean only repeat the earlier warning.
Cmerently, the important age group of 20-50 vear olds, who
represeni the hulle of any population and bear the burden
of eommunal responsibilities, eompare soundly on super-
ficlal examination with the proportion in the general coni-
munity (39.2 per cent of Jewish against 40 per cent of the




TABLE 1. Growth of Ausiralian Fewry

(ar disclosed by Commonwealth Census figures)

Cenrus, robr Census, 1954 Cersus, 1047 Census, 1937 Census, rozr C;;s’u;, Ci”g‘:j‘
State "
Davage P?f A | s | | Pl | g | Pt | fe | v || vem | B T | e
Victoria 29,0321 114 | 33,335 | 5,916 246 | 24,016 | 620 | 14,910 570 9,500 240 7,677 22°0 6,270 5,007
N.S.W, 24,026 ] 106 {26,693 | 4,443 227 | 19,583 | 464 | 13,194 28-0( 10,305 15! 10,150 | 33%0| 660 6,447
Queensland 1,334 | 1270 | 1,404 —6 Nil 1,340 1 322 1,011 | —2:g| 1,041 3B 1,003 490 G2 733
South Australia 985 112 | 1,005 | 263| 347 722 | 6rg 454 [—140 528 |w-qo0 743 | —30 765 786
Western Australia | 2,782 | 111 | 3,090 227 91 2,555 | 127 2,204 90| 2,105 77'0 1,919 300 1,790 t,259
Tasmania 1361 110 50| —22| —159 158 | a7z 1323 75 70 |—42-0 125 | —70 130 107
Northern Territory] 23| 150 26 15| 1875 8 | 870 7 — i
Aust, Capital
Territory 1] 1o 122 57 106 54 26 4 1
Australia 59,329 65,985 | 10,893 184 | 48,436 | 510 | 32,010 36-0] 23,553 89! 21,615 250 17,287 | 15,239
Total Popuiation
Australia | 10,508,186 (increase 1954-61; 16-9%)  |8,086,530 | 18-57 | 7,579,358 6,629,839 5,435,734 4,455,005 | 377,389
Jewish per cent 0'57 o63 aos6 042 096 040 o38 040




TABLE 2. Distribution of Fews in Ausiralian States

(as disclosed by Ce Ith Census)
1933 1947 1954 1961

State Fewish! Total | Fewish | Total | Fewish | Total | Favish | Total

Pop. Pop. Pop. Pop.

% | % | % | % | % | % | % | %
Victoria 4038 | 2746 | 4657 | 271 4981 | 273 5051 | 27-8g
N.SW. . 4375 | 3923 | 421 | 39¢ | 4015 | 381 | 404t | 3725

South Australia 224 8-75 142 86 1-52 8g 1-66 g2,
Qucensland 442 | 1420 1 316 ) 146 297 | 147 2:26 | 14°41
Western Australia 894 6By 716} 66 529 | 7t 468 1 703
Tasmania oo 374 o38 34 032 34 025 334
Aust. Capital Territory; o-02 o1l oo8 | o2 } o1 o 1 otg o058
Northern Territory 018 [ ooz | o1 4 34 oo4 | o026

10000 {1000 ; 10000 {100°0  [100°0  [100:0 E 1000 {E00D

TABLE §. Jewisk Population Index by Siales

State Igor 911 Iger 1933 1947 1954 1961
Victoria 100 106 130 61 278 451 564
N.S.W. 100 119 157 159 2’7 333 414
Queensland 100 g2 137 t42 153 202 205
South Australia 100 g8 04'5 68 64 104 140
Western Australia 100 142 95 167 200 1.1 245
Tasmania 100 121 113 65 128 162 155
Aust, Capital Territory 100 266
Northern Territory 100 288




TABLE 4. Distribution of Australian Fewry, 1961 Census

Victoria | NSW. | Queenslana| 8.4 WA | Temaia | ACT. | NT. | Aulelen
Metropolitan City 29,484 23,106 g82 goI1 2,644 8g 111 —_ 57,317
Country Urban 313 709 296 46 68 41 — 1,466
23
Rural and Migratory 135 211 56 38 70 5 — 516
29,932 | 24,020 1,334 985 2,782 136 11 23 59,329
Percentages
Metropolitan City 985 g6-2 736 91-5 954 687 100 966
Country Urban 1o 29 22'2 47 2'5 273 2+5
Rural and Migratory o5 o8 42 3-8 25 4'0 og




TABLE 5. Fewisk Population of Melbourne (Census Totals)*

Muricipality

187

1801

Igor

1921

1933

1247

1954

1961

City of Melbourne
(Morth Melb., Carl-
ton, East Melb.}
Total

1,576

2,272

1,859

2,800

3,003

2,614

1,677

Percentage

61-g

444

28-2

34

21-1

132

57

Inner East {Richmond,
Cotlingwoad,
Fitzroy)

‘Tatal

Percentage

508

1,370

§85

86g

571t

369

532

311

249

93

125

6-4

arg

Northern (Northcote,
Preston, Heidelberg,
Coburg,

Brunswick, Shire
Broadmeadows,
Shire Keilor)
Total

Percentage

86

508

Li45

2,577

2,165

o5

7

7'3

86

110

T4

Western (Essendon,
Footscray, Wil-
liamstown})
Total

79

gb

136

132

249

260

Percentage

¢

a0

L5

o9

Southern (Port Melb.,
South Melb.)
Total

116

356

348

482

=49

2b4

308

268

Percentage

46

i

68

55

28

19

I3

o9

South-Eastern
{Prahran, St. Kildu,
Caulfield, Maivern,
Brighton)

Total

319

1,019

,186

2,826

3991

8,140

12,086

17,752

Percentage

125

184

252

407

448

572

556

Go'6

Outer South-Eastern
{Sandringham
Mordialloe, Chel-
sen, doorabbin,
QOakleigh)
Total

39

B4

192

1,385

2,525

Percentage

[e]3 3

o1

o1

o6

0-g

i3

59

87

* From Charles Price, Fewish Settlers in Ausirelia, Canberra, 5064, Appendix IXA.




TABLE 5 (continued)

Outer Eastern (Box : i
Hill, Nunawading, '
Ringwood, Dande-
nong, Springvale,
Waverley)
Total S 6 15 12 58 242 G2z
Percentage oz t 134 oz [ 04 0 21
Eastern (Kew, Haw-
thorn, Camberwell)
Total 8 160 130 2i0 308 865 | 2,461 | 3,602
Percentage 5] a9 t 25 30 35 ! 61 10'5 12-6
1000 | 1000 1 1000 | E000 | 1000 ; 100'0 3 1000 | 100'0
TABLE 10. Age Distribution
Standard Australian Australian Jewish
Western General Community
Community Community
1661 1933 1961
% % % %o
0—4 [2-0 105 57 67
5-14 21°0 19'7 149 17:6
15-24 180 14°3 164 107
25-34 150 141 e 99
35-44 12:0 137 164 1673
4554 go 116 139 174
55-64 70 80 87 12:0
Over 65 60 81 1079 94
100°0 100-0 1000 1000




TABLE 6. Origin of Australian Fewry in Percenfages

(Comparison of 1911, 1954, and 1961 Censuses)

Victorin

NEW, Queenstand ' Sd. W.d. Tasmania Australia Total
Bivthplace - ; o
"
grr | 1e54 :_gf‘: IR :%55‘: mIs | 1054 :,3![3‘: To1r | 1034 J_eg?‘r gt | agsd 1_0-;8}‘.' sgte 1 agsg | egSr | aprs o to5d :,3?‘1
o< Ll e 0 o "0 o o P 40 0 0 e {0 0 0 " Y " ' n o
Aus_!ral:\f:i_an bern 635 | 362 | 375 | 654 | 3005 | 303 | Gyo | nos | sace | 62 | 420 | 368 | 51-7 1 5rg | 564 | oyes | 480 ) 450 | B34 | 3890 | 391
United Kingdom 107 69 68 | a5 | 108 | ro7 | b | row o110 | 66 | 11 | 1404 | 155 | otoer | 1o | orr-o T2 84 | 165 o U8
Woeatern and Central '

Europe* 4t 11901 | Gy 44 1 255 | 252 68 | 126§ 121 54 | 162 | 140 & "y 66 a3 | 3000 | axl 47 1 208 | 1905
Snuthcm}-‘_uropn‘ a1 I3 oy o't u-.é o3 -1} [ 3] o2 - o-% 3 QL o3 o e o5 e 01 o3 oy
Eastern Europe* 00 | a6 | a0y 63 ] 1y 53] o4 | e | 14 B & 56 ;a3 | sl | 10y 84 | 1o 66 | 1004 | 232 | 217y
Uunspecified Eurepe 09 16 23 ob 16 36 [ 13 20 [ w0 aut an o8 11 - [+ 3.1 22 o 15 4k
Asia 12 3" 4'0 o8 43 55 o4 43 5 o 37 345 25 | 12y | 1§ o8 23 30 111 43 50
Africa o5 o 13 o 11 25 ang 12 L 141 52 | o208 s 12 8] -6 e 1o a-y 17z ERY
Amcrica o'y '3 o4 0y o5 o0 o1 o 3] o3 o -t o o5 a4 oB o o o7 o5 o5
Unspecified 2o | — o 21 o8 | — 15 o0y e 11 —_ — 16 | — —_ 36 [ e e 18 o —_—

160°0 {100°¢ |EG00 [100°0 |T00'0 {100'0 {1000 (100D |I000 {1000 [{000 |100°0 {1600 1000 iloo-o 100'¢ |100'0 |100'0 [IDG'O [ [00°D  1GO'0

*For detail of the divisions of Europe scc Table 7.



TABLE 7. Australian Fewry according to Birthplace, 1961 Census

Viclorie NS, I Queensland | S.4. WA, ! Tasmania ACT. i N.T. Australia Total
PoNe b % | M % | N | % | M| % | M | % | My % | N | % M | % | N | %
: |
Australasia 11,242 275 a,206 J03 708 5301 363 55-8 | 1,568 564 Gt 450 5o ey 10 : o5 23,208 | ger
United Kingdom 2,021 (] 2575 1077 146 1170 142 144 28y oy B 8-4 B FES t 43 5,103 88
Western & Central Evrope
Austria . 1,157 39 1 1,338 5 24 1-8 23 23 57 20 3 97 8 72 2 2,622 | 44
Czechoslovakia 755 P Bob 33 15 t2 at a1 26 o'g 3 22 3 27 — — n6ag | 27
Germany 1,959 66 | 1,750 73 o 52 56 77 90 33 21 155 9 81 1 #3 | zan5 | 67
Hungary 1,020 34 2,055 86 31 25 29 30 [+] 03 T 54 X og — — 3,161 5
Netherlands 82 03 1y 05 8 06 a o9 3 ot — — — — _ —_ 221 03
Southern Europe
Malta & Grecce 15 01 23 o —_ — 4 04 2 o't . —_ o — — — 44 ot
Ttaly 7% a2 53 o2 3 o2 — — L or - e —_ — - e 123 o2
Eastern Evrape
Latvia 24 az 50 a2 a o1 9 a3 17 o6 — —— —_ — — _— 145 o
Lithuania 8n o5 5 oy I o 5 o 2 o1 — j— t op — — 193 o
Poland 7769 | 259 | 2307 : 30 9 75 5t 3z 201 2 6 +'4 9 i ' #3 | toqeg Ty
Ukraine 13 " m} 2.9 2 ot 1 . 26
U.8.5.R. 912 3 figo 8z 62 16 -G 104 57 3 a2 L o 1,008 at
Yugaslavia 61 o2 b1 eg 2 o 5 ot — — —_ — — — 127 oz
Other Europe 006 '3 833 36 27 To 24 24 29 1 3 e 5 45 1 43 nool ;32
“Tawsl Europe 16,502 568 | 12,745 531 13 58y 563 36-8 830 30°1 j 67 5000 45 405 ] 259 31,568 | 532
India, Pakistan, Ceylon 3% — 145 — 3 —_ 2 — 6 — i - - 1 _ t 4'3 152 | 03
Other Asin (inck. Israsl) r.ng — t, 81 —_ G5 — 32 — 315 —_— i 4 — a i a g7 2,79t 47
Tatat Asin nig7 40 1,326 55 68 5t 34 3'5 321 13 P 39 o 5o 3 13'0 2,563 50
South Africa 86 — 1 e 10 — 6 — t3 — 1 — 3 _ 1 43 Yy
Chher Africa A ! d
{incl. Egyp1) 2g6 — 452 — 18 — 208 — a1 — 1 — 2 — 1 43 1,009
Total Africa { afz 13 596 a5 28 B 214 208 P 16 2 o 5 45 T 87 1,273 L]
Canada a — 20 — z — 2 — - —_ 1 - —_ —_ —_ — 33
United Statcs 75 —— Lo — [ ¥ —_ g — e ] — 1 — L 43 215
Other America 29 —_ 17 - 1 — —_— —_ 3 — I —_ — —_ ! 1 43 54
Total America 1i2 04 [EL] (0] ] 1-3 IH 1 10 o o o 5 1 o9 2 i3] 303 oy
4 i :
Other {unsprcified) i 7 — 6 —_ 2 —_ —_ — —_ — — - = — — — 15
Grand Total ; 20,032 — | 24,026 — 1,334 — ols — 2,782 — 136 é — 111 o 23 — 50,320




TABLE 8. Australia, States and Territories—Number of Fews classified according to Occupational Status, Census, 1661

NS, Vie. Qid. S.A. W.A. Tas, NT, ACT. Australia
Qeeupational Status

M F Af F M F AL F M F M F M F M F M F

i Werk Force:

At Worki——
Employer 2,103 749 | 2793 1,008 109 36 49 16 204 GG, 6 2 2 — 3 4 g,aﬁg x,BB}
17770 | Gt [189% | 67% | 158% 1 57% ) 100% | 3% 209% | 47% |200% | 36% [154% | — | 48% | sae @Rl 630
Sclf~employed 1,035 484 [ 1,570 663 75 19 29 16 138 33 9 i 1 2 3 2,862 1,219
GO | 40% 105% | 4a% 1109% | 50% | 60% | 33% [100% | 23% |r10% ! 18% | 77% |200% | 16% | 21% | ow% | 410
Employee {2) | 4,339 | 2,6 4545 | 2,776 | 021 97 21y 97 364 1ol 35 14 9 2 36 I 9,766 | 5,873
367% | 2rph ) 30°3% | 1863 [5105% | 154% | 446% | 194% | 26'9% | 14-2% | 440% | 25'0% | 60-2%% | n00% | 881% | 224 | 33°0% | 19000
Helper {& 21 40 16 6o 1 — — 2 2 — 14 — — — — 40 1e4
Work (3 0‘28% 04% | 01% | 05% 1 019 | e — 4% | o1% | 1% | — 8% | v — — o u-:s‘,’.{, 4%
Nat at Work (¢ 1 122 335 215 12 4 3 3 2% 7 T — — — — — 504 351
. 8% | ot | a2 18% | 9% | 06% | 06% | o6% | 0% | o5% | rg% ] — — - — — 1:9% | 1-2%
Not in Work Forge: 4,743 | 8,122 | 5,734 | 10,208 | 284 456 88 abs 5Y9 1,072 10 38 t 6 22 33 10,070 | 20,320
s50% G06% |382% {68:3% | 405% | 75:3% | 38-8% | 732t | 402% | 782% | 2a7% | 67B% | 77% | 60-0% | 353% | 673% | 371% | G835

M = Male F = Female

{a) On wage or salary.

(&) Not on wage or salary.

(¢) The category *Not at Work' includes those who stated that they were usually engaged in work but were not actively seeking a job at the time of the Census by reason of sick-
ness, accident, ete., or because they were on strike, changing jobs, or temporarily 1aid off, etc. It also includes persons able and willing to work but unable to secure employ=
ment, as well as casual and seasonal workers not actually in a job at the time of the Census, The numbers shown, as ‘Not at Work®, therefore, do not represent the number pf
unemployed available for work and unable to obrain it,

Qecupotional Status of Fewish Malerin Work Force

roq7 1947 o554 rgfis rofr

Fews Gen. I’;P. Fetws Jews Gen. Pop.
Employers 3549 82% 359% 2679, Jopryy
Sell-emplayed 187% Y4-3% 127% 150% 1270%,

Employee 459% 774% 484% 583% 80-6%,




TABLE 9a. Age of the Australian Jewish Population

(ascording to 196t Census)

Queensland South Australia Tasmania AC.T. NT.
Age last
birthday
Afale | Female | Total | Male | Female | Total | Moale | Female | Total | Male | Female | Total | Male  Female | Tolal
O-4 52 37 89 42 31 73 5 5 10 8 3 1t — 1 1
5-9 53 43 96 33 38 7 6 2 B 3 3 6 — 1 t
10-14 57 43 100 36 37 73 — 2 2 4 5 9 — - —
15-19 42 33 75 39 34 73 4 - 4 6 4 10 - — —
20-24 30 25 55 33 £7 50 6 I 7 4 5 9 3 1 4
25-29 43 29 72 22 21 43 5 5 to 8 5 T3 3 2 5
30-34 37 54 71 34 38 72 9 4 13 4 4 8 1 1 2
35-39 43 46 8g 29 37 56 6 4 10 4 5 9 — 2 2
4044 53 39 92 49 35 84 4 3 7 5 3 8 1 1 2
45-49 51 52 103 32 40 72 5 5 10 4 2 6 1 1 2
5054 52 50 102 44 48 g2 6 6 12 6 3 9 2 — 2
5559 49 50 99 26 33 59 10 5 15 3 4 7 I —_ 1
60-64 36 51 87 21 25 46 6 4 10 1 3 4 — — —
65-69 45 33 78 7 17 34 3 6 9 2 . 2 1 — 1
70 & Over 59 67 126 29 48 77 5 4 9 e —_ — — — —
Total 702 632 1,334 486 ; 499 985 8o 56 136 G2 49 111 13 10 23
Under 20 27:0%, 26:5%, 17-6%, 32:5%, 829,
20 -49 36 1% 39:3% 42:0% 47'7% 73'9%
Over 50 36-9% 31-2% 40°4% 19-8% 17°4%



TABLE 0b. Age of the Australian Jewish Population
(according to 1g6r Census)

Victoria NS, Western Australia Ausivalian Total Australian
Age last General
birlhday Population
Male | Female | Total | Male | Fonale | Total | Male | Female | Total | Male | Female | Total | % %
04 1,045 | 1,080 | 2,125 709 760 | 1,469 110 102 212 1,971 | 2,019 | 2,000 | 6 1045
59 1,333 | 1,235 | 2,568 | o4r | 831 ! 1772 | 12p 111 236 | 2,494 | 2,264 | 4,758 | B0 | 100
to-t4 1,655 | 1,544 | 3,100 | 1,055 | 1,006 | 2,061 | 136 | 119 t 255 | 2,043 | 2,756 | 5599 | 96 97
15-19 982 1 967 | 1,940\ 704 | 773 | 1,537 | 97 87 | 184 | 1,934 | 1,808 | 3,832 | &5 77
20-24 592 659 | 1,251 482 521 1 1,003 b1 70 131 1,211 | 1,299 | 2,510 | 42 &
25-29 58¢ 652 | 1,248 488 408 986 71 63 134 | 1,229 | 1,275 | 2,504 | 42 G2
30-34 o717 ] 949 | 1,660 | 646 1 746 1 1,392 | 88 75 | 163 | 1,536 | 1,845 | 3,381 | 57 70
35-39 1,157 | 1,349 | 2,506 | 941 } 1,046 1,987 88 97 185 | 2,268 | 2,586 | 4,854 | 82 73
40-44 1,256 | 1,284 | 2,540 | 919 | 936 | 1855 88 tog | 192 | 2,375 | 2,405 | 4,780 | 81 65
45-49 1,372 1 1,332 | 2,704 | 1,096 | 1,031 | 2,127 120 88 208 2,681 | 2,551 | 5,232 | 88 63
50-54 1,459 | 1,070 | 2,520 | 1,143 | 1,006 | 2,149 118 113 231 2,830 | 2,206 | 5,126 | 86 54
55-59 1,025 79¢ | 1,819 | 880 793 | 1,673 | 101 to8 | 209 | 2,095 | 1,787 | 3,882 | 6:6 44
Ho-04 726 768 | 1,404 ] 754 | 1,415 78 86 164 1,529 | 1,691 | 3,220 | 54 3-8
65-69 514 | 488 | 1002 | 465 | 544 | 1,009 43 45 88 | 1090 | 1,133 | 2,223 | 38 32
70 & Over | 571 774 | 1,345 ¢ 641 950 | 1,591 80 | 110 | 190 | 1,385 | 1,953 | 3,338 | 56 54
|
Total 14,093 14,939 (29,032 i 11,831 {12,195 (24,026 |1,404 [1,378 2,782 |20,571 |29,758 |59,320 |100'0] 1000
Under zo0 32:9% 28:4%, 31:0% 50-8%,
20-49 39'7% 38:9% 364% 39-2%
50 & Over 27'4% 329% 317% 30:0%



AGE PYRAMID -~ AUSTRALIA JUNE 1961
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TABLE 11a. Australia, Stales and Territories—Number of Jews classified according to Conjugal Condition, Census, 1961

General South . Australian Northern
population Queensland Australia Tasmania Capital Terrétory Territory
Conjugal
condition Afales | Femeles | Males Females Aales Females Males Females Males Females Males Females
% % Moot %% [ MNeoi % (M| % [N % (Mo % [N % [ Mo % (Mo 8% [N S N 9

Never married—

Under 15 years of age 306G g | 162 | 23| r23 0 195 rar ] o281 106 | 212 1r 138 [ 1641 | 15 242 11 24 — 2 20°¢

14 years of age and over 2007 148 |22 1774| 66| 104! g6 18] 61| tas] 2o | aso 5 Bg| 13 | 2ro 8 16-4 4| 308 —
Total never married 513 at'y | aBi | g005 ) 189 ] 2000} 209 | 4261 167 | 335 51 388| 14 | 250| 28 | 452 190 | 288 4 | 508 2 200
Married 445 | 451 | 378} 538 335 | B30 21 | 576|245 | 487 43 | 53°B) 30 | 536} 3z | n6| 26 | s31| 8| Grg| 8| oo
Married but permanently

separated 13 15 14 2-0 5] o8| to 21 6 rz| — — T 7] — —_ T 20| — — —
Widowed a2 7‘3 21 gof o5! 140 12 as| 77| 154 3 37 0 161] — | — 1 2O — | e —_— —_
Divorced o7 LE 5 o7 ] 1-4 [} 12 6 [ 3 37 b 30 2 3-2 P 41 I 91 — i

—, | S S — R JR— :

Grand Total 100°0 1000 | 702 | too-o i 63z | 100'0 | 406 I 1000 | 494 |1ooo! 8o {tooo| 56 | oooi Ga 100-05 49 liooo: 13 10000 | to % 1000




TABLE 1th. Adustralia, States and Territories—Number of Fews classified according to Conjugal Condition, Census, 196t

General New South L Western .
fapulation Wales Victoria Ausiralia Australia
Conjugal T
condition Males | Females Males | Females Males Females Males Females Males Females
%ol % L M | %l N | % | N | % | Ne | % | Nl % | M| % | N | % | M| %
Never married
Under 15
yearsof age| 306 | 2009 | 2,705 | 228 | 2,597 | 213 | 4,033 | 269 | 3,859 | 258 | ayr} 264 | 332 | 241 | 7,408 @ 250 | 7,039 | 236
£5 years of
age and
over 207 | 148 | 2011 | vyro | 5,536 | 126 1 2,323 | 155 | 1,674 | 112 ] 236 168 170 | t22 | 4,B25 | 16-3 | 3,520 | 118
Total never
Married 503 | 447 | 4,716 | 398 | 4,533 | 339 | 6,356 | 424 | 5,533 | 3770 | Goy | 43-2 | soz | 363 j12,233 | 413 |10,550 | 5354
Married 44'5 | 451 | 6,556 | 554 | 6,108 | 501 | 8,008 | 540 | 7,740 | 519 | 733 | 522 | 682 495 |16,009 | 544 (15181 | 510
Married but
permanently
separated 13 I'5 130 11 131 11 114 o-8 120 o8 15 Kot 20 5 283 1o 284 140
Widowed 22 79 268 23 | 1,607 | 132 300 70 | 1,380 g2 29 | 2 159 1 116 642 22 | 3,928 | 112
Divorced 07 08 16t 14 216 1-7 116 | o8 157 11 20 14 151 11 314 1 3 406 14
1 ]
Grand Total IDO'OiIOO‘O 11,835 %mo-o 12,195 [100°0 {14,903 10070 in;,ggg 1000 {1,404 [10070 |1,378 10070 %29,571 1000 (29,758 {1000




TABLE 12. Number of Marriages celebraled according to the Rites of the

Fewish Religion

! Rate per 1,000

State 1956 | 1957 | 1958 | 1959 | 1960 | rgbr i of papulation
1961
Victoria 137 183 151 157 167 156 55
N.5S.wW., 131 142 118 116 130 119 49
Queensland I 1 7 3 2 15
South Australia 3 1 2 — 4 2 2:03
Western Australia 16 ki 14 1g 10 56
Tasmania — 6 — — H 6-6
Aus. Capital Territory | -~ — - — — — —
Northern Territory —— —_ — — —_— —_ B

Australia 270 340 292 295 322 300 505 (7-51)

TABLE 13. Mixed Marriages as recorded in Censuses, 1911-1g6r

NEW.! ! Vicioria| Queensland | S.4. | W.A4, | Tasmania | Ausiralia
%% | % 1% | % | % %
(a) Jewish Wife
Married to—
Jewish husband
1911 870 88-0 840 8g-0 | 870 750 870
1921 840 86-0 780 880 | 870 750 840
k933 870 930 850 850 | g20 d5-0 8go
1gh1 g2'0 | gbo 83-0 860 | g40 | 1000 54'0
Non-Jewish husband
19:1 13-0 120 t6-0 Ire | 130 250 130
1928 160 140 220 120 | 130 25'0 160
1933 130 70 150 150 | 8o 150 1170
1661 8o £0 170 t4'0 Go — 6-0
(86} Fewish Husband
Married to—
Jewish wife
tg1t 740 740 550 680 | Bro 580 730
£g21 70'0 | 740 68-0 79'0 | 740 550 y1°0
1935 770 850 670 550 | 840 650 8o-0
1961 860 | gro 710 760 | 790 670 880
Non-Jewish wife
191K 260 | 260 450 320 | 190 420 279G
1921 300 | =260 320 21-0 | 260 450 2g-0
1933 23-0 150 330 450 | 160 350 200
1661 140 g0 290 240 | 210 330 r2:0




TABLE 14. Mixed Marriages as Recorded in rg6r Census in Various States

— | _ -
NSW. Victoria Queensland 4. ; W.A. i Tusmania ACT. N.T.
(a) Jewish Wife !
Marricd to—
_%:}:vishhhu?l%amg L busband 5,435 02:0% | 7,200 96-09% | 285 B30% | 210 857% | 525 94'0% | 20 100% | 25 re0% | —
urch of England husban 185 100 20 15 25 — — o
Cathelic husband 8ol o 5L . 20l , 1wl 5% e — — —
Other Protestant husband 120 80% 75 40% zall7 0% 5 143% 5 0% + - 1o 100%
Others, incl. not stated go 50 — 5 — -— e ——
5,930 7,500 345 245 560 20 25 e
(&) Jewish Husband
Married to---
‘(};E;vishhwi}‘cn and i 5,455 86-0% | 7,200 g912% 1 285 v10% | 210 764% 535 78-9% | 20 667% | =25 TU4% | —
urch of England wife 300 225 35 35 o 10 —
Catholic wife 1851, 1754 o 204, wl 3oL .. —\on —\ . a
Other Protestant wife 210 {4 0% 22;)) 88% 50 29:0% 5023 6% 35 2% | r333% | L 286%
Others, incl. not stated 100 75 10 15 15 — — 10 too%
6,340 7895 400 275 665 30 35 10




TABLE 15. Mixed Marriages, Qutside Metropolitan Area, 1961 Census

Australie NEW. Vigtoria Cueensland 5.4, W.A. Tasmania ACT.
|

(&) Fewish Wife
Married to Jew 395 72% 180 766% | 65 566% 105 84% 20 6679%, 20 669% 5 100% 25 100%
Mixed marriage 155 28% 55 23:4% & 50 434% 20 16% 10 333% 10 333% — —
(b Fewish Flusband
Married to Jewess 395 66-9% | 180 654% | 65 65% 105 80-8% | 20 100% 20 444% 5 50% 25 71°4%
Mixed marriage 195 331% | 95 346% | 35 35% 25 1g2% | — i 25 556% 5 50% 10 28-6%
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general community). However, in the Jewish community
the vast majority of these people are alveady n the over
40 group, with a partienlarly small share in the 20s. In
addition, the Jewish community has a substantially higher
1)1op01't10n of over 60 year olds, and this surplus oi old
people is balaneed by a shortage of young, a very disturb-
ing factor pointing Gnunouslv to the eventual decimation
oL Australian. Jewry unless new waves of 11111111grat1011
provide the 1e\1talumg influences as they have done in
the past.

While the general Australian population figures show
a 10 per cent larger number of males than females, the
Jewish figures ave dhnost evenly balaneed (only 187 more
females than males}. It is also interesting to note that
Australian Jewry has a preponderance of males in the
0-19 age group and again among those between 45 and 59
vears of age, while there are more women than men in the
2044 age group and again in the age group of 60 and over.

Tables 11a and 11d give the number of Jews classified
according to conjugal condltlon In this respeet there are
no swmhcant differences hetween Jews in the various
States. On the whole they show a somewhat larger pro-
portien of Jews married ‘than in the general \ustmimn
population. Another noteworthy fact is that there is a
rather significantly larger proportion of Jewish widows in
every Stczte of the C()lﬂlll()n\\eﬂth Another factor worth
noting is the rather larger proportion of Jewish divoreees
than is shown for the nenemi population. Even allowing
for the Catholic content of the general population and ddd-
ing the “permanently separated” group to that of the
“Jivoreed”, we ean see that the Jewish rate is still running
ahead of that of the general population.

Although little enough eomfort can be gained from the
age pattern of Australian Jewry previously examined, a
look at the marriage rates diselogses a further veason for
concern about the ability of Australian Jewry to maintain
its eurrent numerical strength. Before referving to mar-
riage figures, however, we must draw attention to a reser-
m‘non ahout the wmpleieness of the figures presented.
The information recorded at the time of marriage does not
require any partieulars concerning the 1'eligion of the
partners. “Jewish marriages” as recorded in marriage
statisties merely cover those veeorded by ecelebrants of
Jewish marriage. They would not inelude & marriage by
two Jews if their manmdage was contracted at a Government
Registrar's Office.
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Some slight allowanee must therefore be made for the
Jewish rate runming below that of the general community,
although, taking into acecount the religious hasis of the
Jewish community, one might expeet the nwnber of sueh
purely civil marriages to he halanced by the fact that (as
we have previously noted) proportionately more Jews are
getting married.

Be that as it may, in 1961 the Jewish marringe vate
was 5.0 marriages per 1,000 of population as compared
with the overall Australian rate of 7.31. In the subsequent
years of 1962 and 1963 the Jewish rate was even lower.
This can he partly explained by a sharp fall in the namber
of Jews in the 20-30 age group, but for a full explanation
recourse must also be had to such information as is avail-
able on intermarriage. Beecause no religion is recorded at
the time of marriage, the only souree of information in
this regard derives from the eensus. These figures, which
are contained in Tables 13, 14 and 15, ave illuminating,
but again are subject to some serious shortcomings:

1. They ineclude only those couples who on the census
night were residing together. They alse cover only
those couples who recorded their different rveligions on
the eensus forms. (The answer to the question was not
compulsory).

2. The figures do not cover couples in which neither part-
ner disclosed any religion, nor do they include couples
living apart—either divoreed, separated, or even only
temporarily absent. All these eategories would un-
doubtedly include some mixed marviages.

3. The figures also do not diselose marriages in which
either partner was eonverted either to Judaism or out
of it, cither before or after marriage. Where eonver-
sion oceurred into Judaism, the marriage would in
these tables be included as “Jewish”, while in the
reverse ease of a Jew having been converted out of
Judaism or not reeording his religion, the marriage
would not be included in the figures. Again in this
category a number of mixed marriages would exist.
Although these reservations detract from the complete-

ness of the tables, they offer some information on the
minimal extent of mixed marriages in Austvalia. In inter-
preting them, we must clearly understand that the actual
extent of mixed marriages will undoubtedly he greater—
how mueh greater is, unfortunately, a matter for conjec-
ture and must remain se until the means, both technieal
and financial, are available to conduet a survey in greater
depth.
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Certain faetors, however, emerge elearly enough to

warrant the following comments:

{a)

(b)

te)

(e}

A comparison between the overall Australian figures
for the variouws census years shows a vising trend of
intermarrviage between 1911 and 1921, followed by a
substantial drop in the period between 1921 and 1933,
and a further decrease hetweent 1933 and 1961, During
these periods Australian Jewry experieneed its largest
influx of immigrants, with a resultant intensification
of Jewish life. This factor would, no doubt, aceount
for the arrest of assimilatory tendencies so eclearly
evident from the earlier figures. Limited satisfaction
ean therefore be derived only from the great improve-
ment of the 1961 figures as compared with those from
carlier censuses. A better test of the degree of inter-
marrviage eurrently taking place in Australia will be
possible only after the 1966 figures can be compared
with those of 1961, eovering as they will a curvent
period and one in whieh the relatively settled ways of
the ecommunity ave not overshadowed by the arrival
of large numbers of newcomers.

It is interesting, though not surprising, to nete that
the figures thronghout disclose a substantially ereater
number of Jewish males marrying out than Jewish
females, although the figures of mixed marriages out-
side the metropolitan arvea show a much smaller dis-
crepancy in that regard than in the capital cities. In
Vietorian and South Australian country towns and
rural areas this trend has even been reversed.

Some reservation must he excreised in comparing the
percentage figures for the Siates having smaller Jewish
communities with those of New Seouth Wales and
Vietoria. With their smaller overall numhers each
mixed marriage represents, of course, a greater rela-
tive rise in the pereentage figures. This also applies
to the figure for mixed marriages outside the metro-
politan areas.

Finally, the figuies elearfy show that intermarriage
is at its lowest in aveas of aetive Jewish life, the major
decreases having ocenrred in the States with the
largest number of recent immigrants (Victoria and
New South ‘Wales).

This finding is in Hne with sinilar data in other parts

of the world., Swmmarizing his “Studies of Jewish Inter-
marriage in the United States™, Erieh Rosenthal observes
that they “reveal the offeet of the size of the Jewish com-
munity upon the vate ol intermarrviage”?
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A comparison of the overall Australian intermarriage
rates with those of the less populous State, and, even more
so, a eomparison of the figures for any partieular State
with those of “outside metropolitan area” in the same
State, will eonfirm that these ohservations ave also applic-
able to Australia.

It is of partieular importanee for us also to take note
of a warning contained in Rosenthal’s analysis of Jewish
intermarriage figures in the Washington area:

The analysis of the Washington data has revealed that the inter-
marrizge rate rises from ahout 1 per cent among the first generation
—the forcign born immigrants—to 10.2 per cent tor the native-born
of foreign parentage and fo 17.9 per eent for the native-born of
nitive parentage {third and subsequent generations). The eonsider-
able differentials that were observed in the intermarriage rates
among the first, seeond, and third generations have a threefold
significance:

1. They show that the Jewish community of the United States is
subject to the processes of assimilation and amalgamation in
sueh a manner that the cthuic and religious bonds that welded
the immigrant generatior into a highly organized community are
beeoming progressively weanker.

2. They east doubt on the doetrine of the persistence of religious
endogamy in American life and on the idea of the *retwrn of the
third generation™.

3. They reveal that a total intermuuriage rate is not very meaningtal.
Since intermarringe is virtually completely absent among the
first-generation immigrants, the gross rate hides the process of
assmilation that ix at work among subsequent generstions,

The numerieal predominance of foreign-horn Jews in
the Australian communities and the absence of further
researell prechide us from drawing meaningful eompari-
sons between the Australian and Amexican figures in this
respect at this particular stage of the development of
Australian Jewry,

It would, however, take a rash man to say that the
observations which Rosenthal makes in respect of second
and third generations in Ameriea may net equally be
applicable to the Australian Jewish scene when it reaches
a comparable stage of development. The attached tables in
fact point to a parallel development in the apparvent arrest
of assimilatory tendeneies during periods of intense immi-
gration. The figures revealed hy the American studies,
therefore, represent a warning to Australian Jewry of the
problems which lie ahead.

Rosenthal’s final observation also appears to me 1o
hold signifieant relevanee for the Australian seene, if not
of the present, then at least for the future. He writes:

That intermarringe usually spells the end of Delonging to the
doewish group is demonstrated by the fact that in at least 70 per
cent of the mixed families in Greater Washington the children are
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not identified with the Jewish group. This finding, which repeats
earlier Burepean experienees, tukes on speeiad significance if viewed
against the faet that the fertility of the Jewish population in the
United States is barely sufficient to maintain its present size. In
the alwence of large-scale immigration, it may well be that inter-
marringe is peing to be of ever increasing significance in the future
demographie balanee of the Jewish populntion in the United States.

Althongh the figures and tables presented in this study
hear no diveet relationship to the American studies, I have
guoted at some length from the conclusions drawn by
Rosenthal hecanse I believe that trends ave already
ohservalle here of Australian Jewry developing along
soeial lines similar to those known by our Ameriean con-
goners during the past fifty years.

At this stage, however, we ave still—or shouwld I say,
again—a predominantly first generation immigrant com-
munity. The intermarriage figures presented in this study
may thevefore mask the portents of the future,

A superficial glance at the great varviety of activiiies
which make up enrrent Jewish life in Australia may easily
lead us to the conelusion that these activities in themselves
represent a guarantee of eontinuing strength and vitality
ol Australian Jewry. To reaeh such a conclusion, how.
ever, would be misleading. It would ignore the funda-
mental sociological truth that ne socicty 1s static and that
vital ehanges arve constantly occurring in the eomposition
of cach community affecting the attitudes and outlook of
succeeding generations.

This study has examined Austraiian Jewry at the
heghming of the seventh deecade of the twentieth cen-
fury. It shows a community vastly different in eomposi-
tion from that which was Australian Jewry in earlier
parts of this eentury. If has also pointed to the faet that
twenty vears lhenee Australian Jewry will again De
materially different from its present pattern. Apart from
its coniribution to our knowledge of Australian Jewry in
the 1960%s, I hope that this study will awalen the preseni-
day Teadership of Australian Jewry from the Delusion that
the future of the community is seeure because the present
generation shows a remarkable vitality,

The study has shown that the futuve of the Australian
Joewish eommunities rests upon Jdemographically unsound
foundations. Fven posing the question “Is theve a future
for Aunstralian Jewry!?” will be vegarded as hevesy by many,
Yet it is only by pressing the question that there seems to
be any hope of arousing the present generation of Jews in
Australia to the special efforts that ave neeessary to under-
stand their precarious position.
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Currvently, Jewish life in Australia has reached a peak.
However, below the surface of the vitality of the com-
mitted and involved, the alluring pressares of the free
soclety ave eausing a steady drift of the unintervested, if
not disaffected, away from Jewish communal life, We do
not have so many committed and vesponsible Jews that we
can afford to be so cavalier about the uneommitted. More-
over, it is not the fivst time in Jewish history that some
of the best Jews made theiv contribution divoreed from
the sefting of theilr eommunity rather than from within
it and through it. Australia’s active post-war immigration
policy has ereated the basis of a pluralist society in Aus-
tralia. Australian Jewry has so far failed to take full
advantage of the opportunities offered by this for the
development of positive Jewish eommunity organization
and of aetive group participation in that soeciety.

In the years aliead, numbers, emotional motivation, and
intensity of involvement arve likely to decline as second and
third generation attitudes replace those of the closely-knit
communities deriving their cwrrent vitality largely from
the impetus of first generation immigrants. 1t is hoped
that, by drawing attention to these factors, this study will
help underline the need for Australian Jewish eommunities
to probe below the surface of thelr current activities and
analyse their problems. Vigorous joint efforts by all forces
of Jdewish life must be undertaken, to strengthen the group
to eontinue as viable eommunities in an Australian environ-
e,
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PHINEAS MOSS
(1795-1866)

Public Servant and Author

A contribution to early Tasmanian Jewish History
by GEORGE I*. J. BERGMAN, D.Ee, LI.B. (Munich)

When on 11th Augusi, 1843, the Hobart Town Courier
and Van Diemen’s Land Gazette reported that the “frst
stone of the Synagogue about to be erected in Avgyle Street
in this City, for the worship of Jehovah by the descendants
of the people of Isvael, was laid on Wednesday, 9th
August, 1843,” Phineas Moss was mentioned as the Secre-
tavy of the Committee of Management.

After the President, Louis Nathan, had deposited a
bottle containing documents in the eavity where the
foundation stone was to be laid and had read portions of
Servipture (1. Chron. Chapter 29), Messrs P. Levi, IL
Nathan and J. Friedman vead Psalms 84, 132 and 100
respectively in Hebrew, followed by Phineas Aoss who
translated these psalms inio English.

“Mx. Louis Nathan,” the paper continued in its report,
“then took the silver trowel and spread cement over the
slab npon whieh the foundation stone was to be Inid; after
whieh Mr. Moss offered the following solemn and appro-
priate prayer, eomposed by himself for the oceasion:

"0 High and Mighty God, Thou who inhabitests eternity, deign
to took down from Thy lofty dwelling place on ug, Thy servants,
who are assembled together this day to glorvify Thee, and to praise
Thy Holy Name, Thou hast promised, O cternal God, that wherever
we record Thy Name, Thon wilst come unto us and bless us.

O then, out of Thine abundant merey, remember Thy covenant;
helold with favour the foumdation we are nhout to lay for Thy holv
louse: canse the work to prosper in our hands; suffer it to be con-
claded with joy, and dediented to Thy service with gladness; and
in Thy goodness bless those who assist in the good work.” O strengthen
us by Thy grace, renew a right spirit within us, so that we may
delight to do Thy will, and to obgerve Thy statutes and judgments;
let us heeome pure and undefiled, that when our supplieations come
before Thee, Thou mayest ineline Thine ear to our petition, and
aceept it ag Thou didst accept the sacrifice and oblation in days
of old.

Awmd, O Lord God, cternal and beneficent Father, eause us to
enter Thy gates with thanksgiving and Thy courts with praise, so
that we may he prepared fo enter Thy everlasting tabernacle to
dwelt for ever in Thy glorious pregence, and in Thy execeding kind-
ress deal mercifully with us and with all Tsrael and remember us
for good. AMEXN.”

Who was the man who composed this wonderful
prayer awd who is remembered as the faithful sceretary
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of his econgregation in the tablet on the right side of the
interior of the Hobart Synagogue which records the officers
of the Synagogue in 18437

Phineas Mloss was born in 1795 in Portsea (Hamp-
shire). Little s known of his antecedents, but he must
have come from a very good and orthodox family and
have had an exeellent edueation, both religions and in the
humanities.

Although no reecord of his arrival has so far been
found, he scems to have come to Van Diemen’s Land as a
free settler in the early thirties of last century.

The Minutes of the Hobart Town Hebrew Congregae-
tion record that Moss was secretary of the Congregation
for almost ten years until 19th September, 1851. On his
official retirement, a heautifully written testimonial,
signed by Samuel Moses, President; Robert Hart, Honorary
Seeretary and Judah Solomon, Treasurer, was presented
to him. At the constitution of the *Tobart Town Hebrew
Congregation and Philanthropic Society” in December,
1841, Moss beeame “President Protemp” and in Mareh,
1843, Honorary Seecretary.

On 27th June, 1853, the London Jewish Chronicle
reported that on 22nd May of this year the Reverend
Herman Hoelzel had arvived in Hobart Town. It appears
that Moss heeame his seeretary, becanse on 5th June, 1853,
signing as “Secretary”, he informed the shocked Sydney
Coommunity that the Reverend Dr. Nathan Mareus Adler,
Chief Rabbi of the Jews in the British Empire, had
*nominated and appointed the Reverend Herman Iloelzel
to be the Presiding Rabbi in the Australian Colonies™.

The faet that some kind of “Australian Chief Rabbi”
had assumed office in Hobart Town and not in Sydney
came as a great surprise to Sydney Jewry and was much
resented.?

Although Moss had offieially resigned as Secretary of
the Congregation in 1851, he seems to have kept working
in this position for some time, beeause in 1853 he still
wrote letiers from “Synagogue Chambers, Hobart Town™,
signing as Secretary, and he also signed the address which
was presented to the Reverend Hoelzel on 18th July, 1853,
as “Seevetary of the Congregation™.

Moss had ohvicusly entered the Public Serviee of the
Van Diemen’s Tand soon after his arrival in Van Diemen’s
Land. We have, therefore, to consider him as one of the
first Jewish free settlers to hecome an Australian Publie
Servant. Iidonel Samson oceupied the position of Post-
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master in IFreemantle, W.A,, in the early thirties® and
cither he or Moss was the first free Jewish Public Servant.

We find the earliest records of Moss in 1835, when he
worked as a clerk at the Police Station at Bothwell®* By
this time he was aciive in the literary eiveles of the colony.
The records show a letler by Moss, written in 1837 to
John Montagu, the Colonial Seeretary, forwarding on
behalf of the Literary Society of Bothwell, a copy of a
resolution, passed at a meeting of the Socicty.

On 3rd January, 1840, the members of the Bothwell
Literavy Society published in the Hobart Tewn Cowrier
and Van Diemen’s Land Gazette a highly laudable testi-
moniat to Moss, pointing out his “unremitting exertions”
to promote the interests of their society.

He remained in Bothwell until 1841, when he became
Chief Clerk of the Registrar, Probation Depariment.’
From 1843 until at least 1855 he worked as a clerk in the
Conviet Department.®

1t is difficult to sce, how, in these cireumstances, he
could have been “in business in the forties in Tlizabeth
Street, Hobart Town”, as veported by Mr., M. Gordon in
his “Jews in Van Diemen’s Land®.7

Puring his work in the Conviet Department, Moss
was obviously and rightly regarded as an authority on
Jewish maiters and was often eonsulted by the anthorities.
There is an interesting series of doewments, dating from
July-August, 1846, in the despatches of Governor Sir
Charles A, Fitzroy.®

An enquiry was sent from England concerning the
death of a Polish Jew named Ansexel Davidowies who
allegedly had died in one of the Australian Colonies under
the name of Dewis and had been “possessed of some pro-
perty in one of the Awstralian Colonies”. An advertise-
ment eencerning this was inserted in the Holwrft Town
Gazette. After the report by the Chief AMagistrate that a
Jew named Oscar Davis, who had kept an inn at New
Norfolk, had died there some vears ago, and that this man
might have heen identical with the Dewis, mentioned in
the advertisement, Moss was consulted on the matter,

He pointed out that ihe “name Anzell Davidoviz
appears to be Polish and may probably be in English,
Ansell Dewis. About twelve or fourteen years earlier, a
Polish Jew had died at New Norfolk and by a transition,
as is not uncommon, the Judaic name may have heen
changed from Ansell or as i is often pronounced in
Hebrew, Anshell, to Oscar™.
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When, however, the widow of Osear Davis was inter-
viewed, she said that her hushand was decidedly not the
person referred to in the enquiry. “Osear Davis”, she
said, “was a native of Prussia by the name of ‘Osv’. Ile
arrived in the Colony in 1815. He had no trade and died
in indigent cireumstances leaving a wife and many children
who maintain themselves by labowr™ . . . .

In a eoncluding Memorandum to the Colonial Secre-
tary, Moss then gave his final opinion and adviee:—

“From recent enquiries I ave made here, and from the informa-
tions T have gathered among my co-religiomists, it appears very
doubtful whether the Osear Davis, I mentioned, could have been the
individual alluded to under the mame of Anzel Pavidoweis Dewis
(which Anglizised may he Ansell Davis). Very few foreign Jews
retain their common Judaic or Surnames on their arrival in England,
and this makes the difficulty of ascertaining the identity of such
persons much greater, but I would suggest, though the enquiry would
ocenpy time, that the facts could be probably ascertained more
readily if the question were put through the Presiding Rabbi of the
Jews of the British Empire, the Reverend Dr. Nathan Adler in
London, by -whose influence amongst the various congregations paing
wounld be teken to ascertain the identity.”

signed P. Moss.
Hobart Town, 23rd July, 18406

This memorandum gives also an interesting sidelight
on the conditions of the many Jewish imumigrants from
the Continent who went to England in the second half of
the 18th Ceniury, many of whom ended their life, like
Osear Davis, as a eonviet in Van Diemen’s Tand. . . . .

Tn 1855 or 1856 Aloss seems to have resigned from
the Public Serviee, hecause the Ifobart Town Direetory
tor 1857 lists him as living at 29 Murray Street and gives
his calling as a “bookseller and stationer”. This kind of
business suited him very well and he remained in it until
his death. Here he had the time to continue his studlies
and to widen his knowledge, and to preparc the booklet
which made him one of the fivst Jewish aunthors in
Australia.

In 1853 e had published in London the first Jewish
Cfalendar in Australia in the Hebrew and English
Languages, “sanctioned by the Rev. The Chief Rabhbi”.
He dedieated this Calendar “To the honourable and pious
matrons and mothers of the Flouse of Israel, in this Island,
and in other lands of the Southern Hemisphere”, “hurably
presented by the author for the instruction of their off-
spring ANNQO AUNDI 56127,

Tn the preface of this hooklet of thirty pages, Moss
wlote:—

“PThe author of this, saith to his brethren and friends of the
House of Tsrael, in this Fsland and also fo those sojourning in
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other remote istesq—whether associated, or alome~-Distance every
impediment tending to prevent you from God's service and holy
worship', fear the Lowd; serve Him reverently; adhere to Him; that
you may keep lMis precepts, Iis statates, and IIis commandments.
Do justice, love merey, and walk humbly with your God. Trust con-
fidently in Iim, that your end may be good. Amen! And ye,
virtnous parents who seck the welfare of your childrer, place this
Manual in their hands; and may they become duly impressed with
the fear of the Almighty, and not deviate from it when they ayrive
at old age! And may the blessing and proteetion of the universal
God be ever upon ye I

The “Calendar”™ gives a thovough and learned explana-
tion of the Jewish year and its Holy Days with “remarks
and explanations”, showing the Hebrew name of the months
and the “approximate English date”, to cnable the reader
to fix the dates of the Holy Days !

One of the reasons by which Moss might have been
indueced to compose this Calendar, was probably his ereat
coneernh about the many mixed marriages in the Colony,
the offspring of which in most eases beecame lost to the
Jewish Community. His warning “not to deviate from the
fear of the Almighty, when they avrive at old age”, mighi
refer to men like Joseph Solomon, the former ireasurer of
the Synagogue, who “married owt” and left the faith of
his fathers.”

Ouly very few oviginals of this Calendar have survived
and I am most graieful to Professor Cecil Roth to have
drawn my attention to Phineas Moss and to have supplied
me with a copy of the Calendar. Two other copies have
been located in the State Library of Tasmania and in the
Rabbi L. IPalk Library in Sydney.

Moss™s great knowledge of Judaiea was rewarded,
when, in 1859, the Royval Society of Tasmania, in its
“Papers and Proeceedings” published his paper “on the
Setenee of Astronomy among the Aneient Jews™ 10

In the imtroduetion to this essay, Moss wrote: “taking
eneouragement from the civenwmstance that as a lineal
desecendant of that people, 1 may possess readier aceess
to their records than a stranger could have”,

The paper shows Moss not only as an accomplished
Talmudist and expert in Bible commentaries and as a
Jewish historian, but also as a person who had made a
thorough study of astronomy and its history. He eame to
the conelusion “it is certain that a knowledge of the
Heavens, as far as they eould be viewed without telescope,
was familiar to the leavned Jews at a remote period, vefer-
ences being made to each of the Zodiacal constellations or
signs in suecession in the ritual composed about the 10th
or 11th century. a eopy of which T possess™.



14
-1

2 Australion Jewish Historical Seciety

The fact that the Royal Soeciety of Tasmania published
his paper, shows the esteem in which Moss was held in
the Colony.

He was eertainly one of the most prominent Jewish
personalities who ever lived on the Island.

Phineas Moss died on 13th April, 1866, aged 71, after
a protracted illness of “debility paralysis”. In his death
certifieatet veferences to marriage and children were
crossed out and the cervtificate reeords “Amelia Clark,
Tnderwriter’s daughter™ as informani of his death.

On 17th August, 1842, Moss had married Miss Bmily
Josephine Morgan wlho was probably a convert because the
marriage had bheen eelebrated by Reuben Joseph, i the
presence of Louls Nathan, the President of the Congre-
gation.®® His wife had, however, predeceased him and
there is no reeord of any children. So Phineas Moss died
tonely, a “bookseller and stationer” who had lived among
hig beloved hooks.
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APPENDIX
LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS OF PHINEAS MOSS'S CALENDAR

Abrakam, Moses, lisq., Hobart Town

Anderson, J. H., Esaq., Hobart Towsn 1
Fmanuel, John, Isq., Hobart Town . . . 2
Garrett, Rev, James, West Tamar, Van Diemen's Land 2
FLevy Lazarus, Esq, Hobart Town . . 2
Moses, Samuel, Iisq., Hobart Town ... 10
Moscs Hyam Leopol(’i Esq ., Hobart Town .. 4
“\[0=es (Lu'{, MISE s e 1
\Ioecs Harriette, Aiss 1
\L\ctim\clI Ld\\md Est., Crown Selicitor, rtd. Tiobart
Town ... 1
Rheuben, ‘Un.lh.un qu “Hobart Town .. 3
T\'osenhe:g, H., I"'sq, Hobart Town ... 1
Levy, Philip, Esq., Hobart Town .. 24
Solomon, Isanc, Bsq., Hobari Town . 6
Jones, Henry, Esq.,, Hobart Town ... 1
(oEmn Alfr ed Tusq ., Sydney ... 2
\at]aau, Arthr T, TBsq., qumeceton. Van Diemen’s
and . . ST <
Marks, A hm}mm B sq., Hobart Town 2
Horwitz, IHenry, Lssq, Hobart Town 2
Toney, James, Esq., Hobart Town .. 1
ort, Abraham, Esq., Hobart Town .. 2
Colten, Rev. Morviee, Hobart Town ... 1
Day, Rev. William, Hobart Town . 1
Lawrence, John, Esyg, IHobart Town ... 1

On the Science of Astronomy Amongst the

Ancient Jews
by Mr. PHINEAS MOSS

Trusting that the subjeet may not be thought entirely out of
place in the Transactions of the Royal Socicty of Tasmania, or
altogether uninteresting to its members, 1 have ventured to throw
together a few brief notices of the Scienee of Astronomy as known
amongst the aneient Jews, taking cneouragement from the eirewm-
stanee, that as o lineal descendant of that people 1 may possess
readier aceess to their records than o stranger could have. At the
same time | experience some diffidence, from the feeling that the
time and attention of the Society might be elnimed for matters of
higher tmportanee and of greater praetieal ufility.

The carliest notice we meet with of the stars and of the constel-
Intions in the Zodiae is by Job, who, sceording to Hebrew ¢hronology,
lived in the year of the world 2362, or about 1400 years before the
Christian era,—contemporary with, or at least very few years ante-
cedent o, Moses, Tu chap, ix. verse 9 of Job, the words ousai ush
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sil v'ehecmo oecur, in reference to Arcturns, a star of the first
magnitude in Bootes,—Orion, a brilliant constellation,—and Pleiades,
a group in the neek or shonlder of Taurus.

Again, in the 31st and 32nd verses of the 38th chapter, Job
mentions them in cenneetion with Nazzareth, a Hebrew word, which
literally means Zodineal constellation, and might have been rendered
by the well understood term signs. In the Vulgate it is giver in the
expregsion  “duodeeim  signis.”  The Hebrew words haushaushyr
mauadownous kemo——in the 3lst verse translated “canst thou bind
the sweet influence of Pleiades,” might with greater propriety be
read thus~canst thou vestrain the subtle influence, that is, the
attractive force, of the Pleiades--the word inflaence being under-
stood as a directive or impulsive power, such as the attraction of
gravitation. Job appears in this to convey lis knowledge of owr
whole Astral system revolving round that group,—or rather one of
the stars therein. The profound vesenrches of the modern German
Astronomer and Geometrician Medler having established as a fact
the hypothesis that our system doees ecrtainly revolve round Aleyone,
a star of the third magnitude in the Pleiades, a sufticiently con-
vineing - proof that the Heavens had been carefully observed, and
the movements and revolutions of the eclestinl bodies consecutively
noticed in the remotest ages.

It is cvident that Job was well aware that the globe of the
earth was suspended in spaee, for in speaking of the Divine arehiteet,
in chap. xxvi, verse 7, he uses the words Toulai airetz ol blemo,
whicl in the ¥nglish Bible are rendered, “he hangeth the earth upon
nothing,” literally, he suspended the earth in o vacuum, the Hebrew
word I’lemo, meaning in English 8pace. In Genesis, ehap. vil, verse
11, where the defuge, whieh, according to Jewish chronologists,
oceurred Anno Mundi 1654, (the present vear (1854) being reekoned
by them 3614 of the ereation?, is described as covering the face of
the earth, it is spoken of ns having Legun on the geventh day of the
second month.

I shall enly adduee one or two more instances, from the numerous
references made in the Bible to astronomical faets, in proof of the
antiquity of the science amongst the Fewizh people.

The commemorntion of the deliverance from Egypt (or Mitzroyim,
s¢ termed in Iebrew from the mame of its founder, Mizraim, the
son of IHam), was ordered to be kept in the fivst full moon after
the vernal equinox, when the sum had eatered the Zodianeal signs of
Aries, on or from the first day of the lunar month in whiek the
occurrence took plaee, (termed in Hebrew Nessan), from which the
Jewish eccelesiastieal year began, and by which all their festivals
were regulated.

Before eoncluding I will give the Hebrew names of the months,
with the corresponding periods of their connection with the Zodiaeal
signs, merely observing that the rales for compiling the vearly calen-
dar at present in use amongst the Jews ave chiefly from the direction
of the learned Maimonides, who flourished about the year 1130 of
the present era, and, following the system adopted by some sages
who preceded him, divided the hour inte 1080 parts, so as to
faeilitate their cenleulations of time, this number being divisible
without remainder by any of the units except seven.

The Jewish year, from the earliest time, is what may be fermed
funi solar : that is, the months being Iunar, their calenlations were
all made in reference o the lunar eyele—the cyele containing 235
lungtions, which were divided into twelve years of twelve months,
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and seven (tevmed embolismic) years of thirteen months; every
nineteenth vear, therefore, they came to the same date in the solar
or eonunon year. That their months for the earliest time have been
lunar is likewise shown in the 1st Book of Kings, chap. vi, verse 38,
where the words are: Oovaushono oguchoss esri Vyoriaueh Bul hoo
auchowdesh Taushmenee: “and in the eleventh year in the month of
Bul, whieh is the eighth montk” In the Hebrew text the two words
thus translated ~month” vary, the first being derived from yoricuch,
mneon, and the last from choudesh, new, or innovation.

The eelebrated mathematician Meton of Athens, who flourished
432 venrs Dbefore the Christian Era (in the reign of the king
Zedekinl), mude & similar division of time but the first mention of
the ealendar is by the learned philosopher Rab Judah, surnamed the
Prince, in the Mishna written by him about 140 years before the
present erz, and in which le speaks of embolismic years.

It is vecorded of Rab Samuel, an astronomer of Babylon xbout
the same period, who was well aequainted with the seience as
known in his duy, that the paths of the Heavens were as familiar to
lim as the strects of Nuhavdes, where he resided; he caleulated the
solar vear to consist of 365 days und 6 hovrs,—the same as the
Julinn, which is ineorrect. Pope Gregory in 1582 altered it Dy
dedueting from Oetober 10 days, making that month in the same
vear to consist of 21 days only; and in order to prevent the oceur-
rence of diserepaneies in future, he then ordered every fourth,
instead of every ecentenary, vear to be Bissextile.

Contemporary with Rab Samuel was BEab Ada, born in Babylon
in the 188th vear of the common era, and who wrote o century at’
least before the convoeation of the Council of Nice: his caleulations
are still in use by the Jews; he computed the solar year to consist
of,—

Days. Iours., Uinutes. Seconds.

363 3 53 2525/57
The lunar year from onc con- a a w1
junection to the other ... } 20 12 4 3%
And the lunar eycle of nine- : Y 4y
SOOIL FEATS v e e - } 6939 16 33 3%

From this ezleulation in 333 C./E., abouf 170 years afterwards,
Rabbi Hillel formed the tables for the ealendars now in use amongst
the Jews. The diffevence Detween the Hebrew year according to
Rabbi Ada, and the same number according to the Gregorian system,
in four eenturies will be about one and three quarters of a day, or
exaetly 1 day, 17 hours, 20 minutes, 3325/57 seconds less. This will
peeur in the year 2000 of the Christian Era, 5760 of the Jews, and
146 vears from the present thme.

[ have omitted to notice that the ustrencmer Rabbi Samuel
culenlated the precise time of the commencement of the Tkoofous
nbout 243 years before the current ers; and it is certain that a
knowledge of the Heavens, as far as they eould be viewed without
the telescope, was familine to the learned Jews at  remote period,
references being made to eneh of the Zodineal constellations or signs
tn suecession in the ritunl composed about the 10th or 1lth century,
a copy of which I possess, and whieh iz «fill in use in their places
of worslip in various parts of the ecarth,

At the commencement of the vernal and autumnzl equinoxes,
cach month with the ebrew wname is mentioned separately therein,
with reference to the sign of the Zedize in whieh the sun is at the
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time, commencing with Tishri in the months of September and
October. They are as follows:—

Heprew Mon1i  HEBREW SIGN SN Exanisy AMonTtie
Esauneem or Tishei Mauvzneem  Libra Sept. and Oet.

Bulor Cheshvan Ekrauv Seorpio Oct. and Nov.
Kisluv Kayshess Sagittarius  Nov. and Dee.
Tivess @dee Caprieornus Dec. and Jan.
Shwaut rlce Aquarios Jan. and Febh.
Odur Degim Pisees Feb. and Mareh

Ovio or Nees'n T"lec Aries March and April.
Ear Shoor Tauras April and May.
Sivin Tioumim Gemini May and June.
Tomuz Sort'n Caneer June and July,
Ay Llureoh Teo July and Aug.
Bl Bsoolah Virgo Aug. and Sept.

st eonclusion, 1 cannot but observe how mueh a eritical know-
ledge of the Hebrew language might be made subservient to scientific
and Jiterary researches; as nof only the names included therein, but
even the very words composing the language appear to have been
originally framed on strictly philosophical principles. I will adduce
two or three instances:—The word in Hebrew applied to the Terres-
trial Globe ({our carth) is «iretz, three letters derived from the
simple root Iufz, eonsisting of only two signifyving literally a run-
ning or rapid motion, proving, as far as analogy of langnage can
prove, that in the meost remote period of human history the Jows
possessed such n degree of ncquaintance with the science of astronomy,
as to Dbe in possession of the fact that the earth revolved round her
axis most rapidly, independent of lier movements in her orbit. At an
carly period of history, it is said Dby Job, chap. xxvi, verse 7, as
already eited, Toulai atrelz ol Ulemo, that the earth hangeth on
nothing,—or rather, as it ought to have been rendered, in @ vacuum
~~the word B'lemo signifving literally spece. Again, there nre three
words in the Hebrew language incorreetly rendered in English by a
single word, namely, Sun: one is shaimesh, the o1h or body of that
lumingry; the other chaumo, its heat, the last Tsaur, its light;
whilst there are two for the moon, one yoricuch, signifying the orb,
the other Lwvone, her pale or white light; but there is not any
implying her keat; the word choudesh is sometimes given in English
as the moon, but this literally signifies new, in reference to her
change only. Thus the knowledge of Philosophy amongst the Jews
appears fo have been coeval with their very existence as a people;
and the instances I have brought to your notice are but a drop in
the acean of similar cases oceurring in the language.

Testimonial to Phineas Moss

[From Hebart Town Cowricr and Fan Diemew's Land Gazetie,
Frd January, 1840
Bothawell, November, 1839.
S1x,

E, the memhers of the Botlawvell Literary Soeiety, and inhabitants
of this distriet, beg you to receive the assurance of the high
sense we entertnin of your conduet sinee you have resided among us;
we have had the opportunity of witnessing for the last four vears
your unremitting exertions te promofe the interests of our limited
soeiety, in connexion with an institution of which we have all reaped

the benefit.
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We live no doubt yvour integrity in, and attention fo, the duties
uf the department with which yen arve connected, will nltimately
imsure for vou that promotion and reward which your merits deserve.

Your demeanour in private life has sceurcd for you the esteem
of vour friends; and we ave happy to have the opportunity of
offering vou this testimony of our approbation of your coaduet.

Wighing you every sueeess in youwr fufure prospects, we are,

Sir, your obedient servants,
Robert Barr
AL ADowall
John Clark, J.F.
Philip Russell
J. M. Patterson
A AlDowall, jun.
Alexander Andersen
William Anderson
James Maedonald
William Moyes
Jonathar Watson
William Allardyee

(. Haines

Henry M. Cockerill
Robert Whiteway
George Larkins
Frederick Patterson
George Bigdee
John Donaldson
Edward Rowden
Walter Symnot
John Vineent
George Worthy
John Ibbott, jun.

T. Wilkinson George 1bbott
J. Tisher Richard Andrews
William Dykes Robert Blake

Richard Allen
. 8 Hali, D. A, Suargeon

Roderick M-Kenzie
John AlIenzie
E. XNicholas, jun. W, Clak, J.D.
Fdward M. IHorne A B Kemyp, J.P.
Thomas Gaby J. Gorrett, Minister
I, AL Howells Gieorge Sherwin
Roderiek Forbes John M'Ra

BPuncan M*Rac Heetor AM<Ra

John Fod

Fo Mr. Phineas Moss, Bothwcll.

Bollwdll, Deecmber 28, 1839,

GEXTLEMEX,

I kave the lonour to acknowledge the very flattering testimonial
whieh vou have this day placed in my hands.

It affords me no ordinary gratifieation to reeeive this expres-
ston of the estimation in whieh vou regard my lmmble efforts; such
n manifestation from so large n portion of the community of the
distriet in whiel I reside, will ever be to me o source of the most
agreeable emotion,

To engage in the promotion of Seience and the Arts has af all
times afforded me eonsiderable plensure, bt 1 feel that the hand-
some manmner in which you have noticed my services in connexion
with the Literary Society here, has not only enhaneed that pleasure,
bt will contribute to stimulate me fo further exertion.

Bt will always be my highest ambitton {o merit approval, by the
Faithful discharge of the duties of the depuartment with whieh 1
may be connected.

Be assured, Geatlemen, that wherever fortune may dirveet my
steps, your welfare will be the object of my most sineere desire.—
I have the honour fo be, Gentlemen, your much obliged, obedient
=ervant,

To the Members of the Bo”t-u'cll}

Literary Soeicty, and other
Tuhabilants of the Distriet. |

ThuxEas Moss.
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CALENDAR

OF ALL

DAYS AND NIGHTS,
SABBATHS AND NEW MOONS,

SEASONS, HOLYDAYS, AND FASTS,

DURIRG THE TWEBLYE MONTHS OF THE YEAR.

IN THE HEBREW AND ENGLISH LANGUAGES,

SANCTIORED BY THE REV, THE CHIEF RABBI.

COMPG3ED BY

PHINEAS MOSS,

OF THE CITY OF HOBART TOWN, VAN DIEMEN'S LAND.

Dated Thursday, the 1st day of the month of Tamuz, 5613 4.y,
Corresponding with the 17th day of June, 1852 c.k.

LONDON:
A. P. SHAW AND CO., PRINTERS,
11, CAMOMILE S8TREET, BISHOPSGATE.

PUBLISHED IN HOBART TOWN,
BY GEORGE ROLWEGAN, COLLINS STREET.

1858.
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THE REV. ISAAC FRIEDMAN
A COLONIAL CAREER¥

by B. F. KUNZ, Ph.D. (Budapest), M.A. (Syd.)

[ Paper delivered at the Soeictys AMecting on Sth Decomber, 10671

On 24th April, 1833, the ship Enchantress entered Port
Jackson after a voyage from lingland via Hobart Town
which lasted less than five months. The ship, which left
London on +4th December, carried in the steerage deek a
twenty-six vear old “native of Hungaria”, Isaac Ifriedman,
with his wife, Rebeeca, and seven months old son, Franeis.?

As Friedman and his wife walked for the fizst time
through the strects of Sydney, they could have observed
that:

“The kumble wooden dwellings are fast giving place to nest
houses and cottages constructed of Drick or sand-stone; but, as may
be expeeted in all recemtly established towns, there is mmueh want
of symmetry in the consiruction of buildings; and on perambulating
the streets, specimens of several unknown orders of architecture are
seen’,

However, Friedman himself was probably more inter-
ested to find that,

“Shops of all kinds arve rapidly multiplying; and Iutely there
have been extensive immigrations of artisans of all deseriptions from
cvery part of the United Kingdom; butchers, bakers, pastrycooks,
provision merchants, shoemakers, apotheesries, faney-bread bakers,
hook-sellers, &e. &e. are numerons, and have neat, amd some even
clegant shops™2

Although the new arvivals might have veecived some
advance information on the subject, they must have been
nevertheless glad to regisier that three and a half hundred
people of Jewish faith were to be found in the Colony, and
of these about two hundred dwelt in Sydney Town.®

Soon after his arrival, Friedman set himself up in
Clarenee Street, Sydney, as a general dealer. Omne of his
lines was slop-selling, and he saw to it that within six
months of his arrival he was favoured with the assignment
of a conviet, by trade a tailor* Ile moved his shop to
George Street shortly afterwards, and while he was trad-
ing there sickness struck the family, and almost within a
month he lost both his son and his wife.”

Friedman did not remain a widower for very long.
Fonr months after he buried his wife alongside his son’s

#* This Journel has alveady dealt with events couneeted with Isoac
Friedman in its previcus issues (vol. 2 pt. 15 vol. 3 pt. §) but so
far no full biography of this pioneer has appeared. This leeture
has been based on o chapter of Dr. Kunz's fortheoming book,
“Blood amwd Gold; Hungarians in Australin™, to be published in
AMetbourne by Cheshivre—THE EplToR,
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grave I the Jewish scction of the Devonshirve Strect
cemetery, he marvied on 23rd December, 1835, Maria
Nathan.* During the following year he added auctioneer-
ing to his aectivities, and after some setbacks he seeured a
town allotment at Appin® some miles from Sydney, and
opened there a “Branch General Store . . . to his Sydney
Bstablishment”. The advertisement appearing on the
occasion mentions that in addition ito spirits, wine and
groceries, there were varied deseriptions of hosiery to be
had in the branch store, also all types of slops, iron-
mongery, shoemakers’ tools, powder and muskets, stationery,
glassware “with an extensive stock of goods too numerous
to mention” In rvecognition of the shortage of speeie,
arrangements were made to take payment in colonial pro-
duce “at the Syduney Prices, allowing for freight and
Carriage™.®

His second marriage did not make him, however, any
more settled. After about five years in New South Wales*
he sailed to Hobart Town, which he had vigited on his way
out, and whieh lhe must have remembered with longing in
the hot summer days. There, in IHobart he engaged in
various business activities, and there his four sons were
born between 1840 and 1848.7¢

It was in llobart Town that IPriedman’s religious
background put him for the first time in the centre of
Jewish affairs. In 1842 in his home a meeting of young
toeal Jews was held, and there a deeision was made to
colleet money for the huilding of a synagogue hr Hobart.!!
When on 9th August, 1843, the foundation stone of the
synagogue was laid, Isaae IFriedman was one of the
foundation officers of the congregation preseni, and his
name engraved on a tablet can he seen on the right hand
side intervior of the synagogue today.t2

Being on the committee of the synagogue was, how-
ever, not all bliss for Friedman. It is on record that on
one occasion he was ehavged by a fellow commitiee member
with keeping a brothel, a grave charge indeed against the
pious I'riedman. A special Jewish adjudicating committec
however, eleared his name, and Friedman, who hyv this
time had earned not only the respeet of many in the
Jewislh commumnity, but also became the owner of landed
property in Hobart,*® later moved back o New South
Wales, and had no diffieulty in finding people to reecom-
mend him as a man of good charaeter, worthy to become
Her Majesty’s subject by naturalisation.t#

On 20th June, 1861, Chavles Augustus Fitzvoy,
Governor of New South Wales, duly signed his naturalisa-
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tion certificate, according to which Isane Ifriedman, a
“native of Hungaria” at the time of issue of the certificate
resided in the New Seuth Wales town of Maitland.*®
Though he deseribed himself for the purpose of naturalisa-
tion as an “innkeeper and gencral dealer in Maitland”, the
three months elapsing between his memorial and the
({overnor’s signature saw him again on the move and the
certifieate had to be delivered to Loders Station, Liverpool
Plains, near Quirindi,® where he sueceeeded in obtaining
a lease of 160 acves of land for “other than pastoral pur-
poses”, embracing also six acres on which his inn, out
offices, store and garden were situated. IIe held this land
until February, 185437 By this time, however, his wandei-
ing spirit overtook him once more, and he returned to
Hobhart Town, where he kept a buteher’s shop and heeame
a pawnbroker in Argyle Street?® His name hecame widely
known from the tokens he issued in large number. These
bronze tokens, issued for the value of both one penny and
one halfpenny, carvied the inscription on one side:
I, FRIEDAMAN PAWNBROKER, ARGYLE STREERT,
ancd on the other, above and helow the figure of a sitting
Justicia: TASMANIA, 1857.19

In the following year, Friedman, who was alveady at
lome in two Australian colonies arrived in the Vietorian
goldfield town of Sandhurst. Now, retiving after mmulti-
farious business ventures he coneentrated again on Jewish

affaivs. ‘In the larger country eentres . . . the Jewish com-
munity, after they had huilt their synagogues also
appointed ministers . . . from men who had alveady
niigrated to Vietoria . . . Sandhuvst selected Isaac Fried-

man, a pious man who had been previously in business in
TTobart™ 20  IFriedman, who acted in the eapacity of
“Chazan and Shoehet™ received remuneration and was
entitled to use the title “Reverend”. He lived in Dowling
Street?? where the synagogue itself stood, and was asso-
eiated with the eongregation for ten years. In 1868, IPried-
man, sixty-two years old, resigned and moved with his
family to Melbourne, spending the vest of his life collecting
Aonations “for our unfortunate brethren in Jerusalem™
while his wife tanght in the Melbourne Jewish Sabbath
Sehool.?* Their seeond son, Solomon, died at the age of
28 in 1871. Isaae Friedman himself followed him four
vears later at the age of 70, dving in Melbouwrne on 13th
June, 1875,

In 1862, while he was ministering at Sandhurst, Rabbi
Saplir, of Jerusalem, visited him. “The name of the
aged and God-fearing Chazan and Shoechei is Gedalliah
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Isaac Friedman (Ha-Cohen)”—wrote the Rabbi. “The
Ghazan and Shochet alveady mentioned was also their
teacher, and they Jmew him to he a genuine God-fearing
man. He is an aged man, who in his young days ministered
before the scholars of the Yeshiba of Hungary”.2* A Jewish
paper announcing his death noted: “Mr. Friedman was one
of the true orthodox Jews, and was highly esteemed?”.2¢
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LAKE GEORGE AND THE SEA OF
GALILEE

by R. N. WARDLIE

{Jiead at Canberra and Distriet Historieal Soeiety on 9th July, 1965,
Reprinted from that Society’s Newsletter, No. 96).

When I came to Canberra in 1939 Lake George was dry,
fenees were evident eviss-crossing the flat expanse of grazing
land, and windmills were operating, I presume from hores,
to provide water for sheep and eattle grazing there.

In 1952 when the Lake was filling once more [ told
my family of ifs likeness to the Sea of Ralilee in Palestine,
and ever sinee T have kept this faet in my mind. In the
first place hoth are much of a size, remarkably similar in
shape and arve set in valleys in whieh the mountainous
eastern and western sides rise to considerable heights from
the water’s edge.

In presenting this short talk I have heen fortunate
with maps that I have for exhibiting: one of Palestine
which T used during 1917-19 with the Desert Mounted
Clorps and a distriet geologieal map of the A.C.T. and
surrounding avea obtained from the Bureau of Mineral
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Resources a few years ago. lForinitously they arve in the
same seale of 1: 250,000 or approximately 1 inch to 4
miles, It ean veadily be seen that one lalke is almost a
mirror image of the other. Roughly pear shaped, Galilee
has its straight side on the cast; Gteorge is straight on the
west side.

Galilee is 131 miles long by 8 miles wide and wounld
not vary, for the Jordan River, fed from perpetual snow,
flows in constantly at the north and flows out at the south
towards the Dead Sea. Lake George is slightly longer at
about 16 miles and slightly narrower at about 64-7 miles,
and, of eonrse, it may vary according to the distriet rain-
tall over a eyele of years.

As stated cavlier, both lakes are flanked by moun-
talnous rideges; in the case of Lake George there are peaks
2900 and 3000 feet above sea level in the Great Dividing
Range nearhy on the east and the spur range on the
west. There are almost ideniieal heights flanking the noxrth
of Galilee. The southern flanks of (alilee rise to 2000 feet
above sea level. The town of Nazareth, for instance,
nestling on the eastern side of a range, is 1800-1900 feet
up.

The great difference in the two lakes is that whereas
the Lake George water level is approximately 2220 feet
above sea level, that of Galilee is 682 feet helow the level
of the Mediterranean. As ean be imagined, this difference
eives (Halilee a much deeper setting in its valley than Lake
(teorge in its valley. Also, the climates ave unlike: we
all know the climate at Lake (eorge resembles ours here
in Canberra; that, along the shoves of (alilee is at least
sub-tropieal.

1 well remember my first sight of Galilee on 26th
September, 1918, as we rode down from Nazareth to
Tiberius, the old town with a Roman name, huilt on the
shore of the lake at about the midway line. “Rode down”
is the deseriptive phrase all right. 1 mentioned that
Nazaveth was 1800-1900 feet high (about the same as
Canberra), but for most of the 25 miles or s¢ the road
winds through valleys and over ridges of similar height,
and it is mainly in the last few miles that it drops very
steeply to the water’s edge at nearly 700 feet below sea
level.

Leslie Weatherhead, speaking of the suddenness of the
storms on Galilee, says it is this great depth, together with
the gullies which funnel the wind into the lake from the
east, which make it so subject io sudden storms. The cold
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currents from snowy Hernon rush down to displace the
heatedd air rising over the sea. The speed with which a
storm ean gather on Galilee is almost ineredible. 1 myself
have scen such storms on the Sea and thought back to the
New Testament deseriptions which tallied with the well
kuown Taet that they subside with equal rapidity and the
Sea hecomes its lovely blue tranguil self again,

Of quite reeent vears Canberra residents have been
appalled by at least two hoating tragedies on Lake George
when sudden storms have whipped up treacherously rough
water, swamping and capsizing small pleasure craft. 1
helieve the same situnation arises whereby the winds rush
into the valley of Lake {fcorge under unusual atmospherie
conditions.

Reecently I vead an early refevenee to Lake (ieorge as
being a suitable site for the then projected capital and it
spoke of the adeguate and good water supply of the Lake,
Actually, the water is what we term Dbrackish, but in
{1alilee the water is fresh from the perpetual snows of the
Anti Lebanons, and if not eontaminated by the presence
of towns and villages along its shores would he morve like
Clotter water,

11 is interesting, too, in viewing the two maps to see
the road from Canberra reaching Lake George through
{ieary’s Gap at about the middle of its north-south line
and proceeding north along s western shore (and the
similarity to the Nazareth-Tiberius road), and then con-
tinning north along the shore for some miles hefore it
leaves the shore line. Here and theve ave small flats formed
by the spreading out of ravines or gullies. In biblical
times such flats, as we would term them, were veferved
to as plaing, and it is well aunthenticated that this western
shore of the Sea was settled very thickly in villages and
towns. It was in faet the avea in which Jesus spent mueh
of his three years’ ministry.

Iinally, the Sea of Galilee has Dheen referred to in
history by several mumes. It s fivst vecorded as the sea of
Chinnereth or Chinneroth in the book of Numbers 34 : 11,
Later it was varvied to Gennesaret or Gennesaveth, and as
Ciatilee was first mentioned in Joshua 20 : 7. 1t beeame the
Sea of Tiberius from the Roman city on its shoves. Of
course, it 13 in the New Testament that Galilee hecomes so
prominent as a distriet and the lake or sea itself.

In 1820 when Lake (eorge was discovered it was
referrved to as Werriwa and vaviations, as our explorers
interpreted the ahorieinal pronunciation,
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A NOTE ON THE REVEREND MICHAEL
E. ROSE

AUSTRALIA'S FIRST JEWISH MINISTER

Rabbi Dz, L. Porush wrote in Vol. 11, Part IV, p. 172
of the Jouwrnal and Proceedings of the Australian Jewish
Iistorieal Society that “the first Minister (Reader) in the
colony was the Rev. M, K. Rose” and David Benjamin in
a note (Vol. III, Part X, p. 466) recorded that Rose
“(fame in 1835 and remained only a short time™.

In the “Report of the Committee of the Sydney (York
Street) Synagogue” of 1845 it is said that “In 1835 My
Rose and family arrived with eredentials from our Chief
Rabbi and was engaged as Reader, dMowell and Shouchet
to the eongregation”. This pavagraph was almost ltervally
quoted by Joseph Fowles in his “Sydney in 1848”7,

When did My, Rose actually arrive and when did he
feave and whereto?

According to the Harbour master’s shipping report,
My, Michacel Rose and wife, Mary, arrived in Sydney in
the barque Mary on 20th May, 1835, His profession was
given not as a Reverend, but as a “dealer”. He had no
children,

During his engagement by the Bridge Street Syna-
gogue Cengregation, he not only performed as Reader,
Mohell and Schouchet, but also eelebrated maryiages. The
marriage register of the Bridge Street Synagogune shows
e.g. that on 3rd August, 1836, he acted at the marriage of
Mre. 8. Marks, of Bungendore, to Miss Sophia Cohen, and
on 23rd Aungust, 1837, at the marriage of Samuel Cohen
to Rachel Nathan. This was the last marriage at which he
officiated as minister. On the whole he acted as minister
at six marviages. [ iy interesting to note that at the four
marriage ceremonies performed by him in 1836, permission
was given by Abraham Polack, showing the important
position which this emaneipist had in the eommunity.

Tt appears, however, that either he or his wife did not
like Sydney or the congregation. Perhaps he reeeived a
better offer, beeause in Marvch, 1838, he deeided to leave
Australia. There is 1o record in the Minutes of the con-
gregation of the reasons for his departure.

On 6th Mareh, 1838, Isaac Simmons & Co.. well-known
auctioneers, advertised in TThe Lustralian that “on this day
they were selling i auetion a variety of goods at the
residenee of My, AL B, Rose, Fort Street, because Mr. Rose
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is leaving for India™. And on 13th AMareh, 1838, The
Australien veported that on 10th Mareh, 1838, Mr. and
Mrs. Rose sail in Waterloo for Madras (India). No
records have heen found in the Chief Rabbi’s archives in
London of his further activities. He had been in Sydney
for only three and a half vears.

G I BERGMAN,

NEWSLETTER

Extracts from Letters for General Information

The Reverend Raymond Apple, of Hampstead Syna-
gogue, England, and formerly of Meclbourne, has recently
published the history of the Hampstead Synagogue, and,
has requested our aid and support for his nexi work, a
boolt on the Jewish Community in Awustralia. This work
is to be part of a series commissioned by the Bnai Brith
in England.

The paper, “Solomon Leveyr—trom Conviet to Mer-
chant Prince, Part 1I. The Foundation of Western Aus-
tralia”™ was published in Vol. 54 Part 1 of the Journal of
the Rowal Australian Historieal Seciety, Maxeh, 1968.
This vefers to the book review of “Thomas Peel of Swan
River” hy Mrs. E. Hasluek in Vol VI, Part 3 of our
Journal,

Dr. Beregman made a trip to the Warrambungles in
October this yvear. In the small Museum of the loeal His-
torical Society of Gunnedah, he found a photo of “George
(‘ohen, first storekeeper and postmaster of Gunnedah™.

Arrangements for the exchange of Journals with the
New South ‘Wales ecountry and interstate historieal
societies, as well as some overseas soecieties, have heen a
vital feature of our progress over the past nine months.

In almost every instance, the societies are in areas
where there has heen or still exists a strong Jewish Com-
munity. One notable exeception is the Clanalder Archives,
in Havelock, Vietoria.
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Haveloek is in the Maryborough distriet, and there has
been no significant Jewish Community there since the mid-
19th eentury. In his “Karly Jewish Settlers in Vietoria
and Their Preblems,” Rabbi L. M. Goldman wrote, “Not

many Jews lived in Maryborough, but they . . . held ser-
viees for the High Festivals in 1857 without any of the
usual religious equipment . . .7

The Clanalder Archives is a small but important his-
torieal society; it is the result of one man’s pride, enthu-
siasm  and stronge sense of purpese. IIe is John J.
Alderson, the Iditor of the Archives’ Journal, “The
(lanalder Sennachie,” a menthly publication devoting
itselt to articles on history, genealogy, anthropology, folk-
lore, and alied subjeets, all of which are dealt with in a
most scholarly, eritical and awthoritative manner. The
journal compurises only a dozen pages, and a subseription
costs $1.20 for one year, or $2.00 for two vears, but it is
of abundant value.

Afr. Karl R. Fleisechman from Suva, Fiji, wrote:

Mzr. Claude lsrael has given vour Journal to me and
explains that there is nothing he could possibly add to the
details given in the Paper by A. M. Guran. There is an
eneyelopedia of 1902 o1 1906 whieh lists the then eilizens
of note and he tells me it gives details about early Jewish
settlers. 1 must endeavour to loeate it when there is time
to do this. Anything of value I will, of course, pass on to
ol

Mr. Proweller, of Sydney, appears not to have been
here or, alternatively we were away when he ealled.

The details on the tombstones will have to follow later
but I will eertainly gather and send vou what material is
available when it is done.

The silver Chuppa ecame from Australia. It was
brought in by Sir Henry Mavks, for the wedding of his
daughter, Miriam. A vabbi came over from Melbotrne for
the oeeasion. Miriam married Vietor Abel and later they
went to Iingland where she eventually passed away. It is
thought that the wedding was abount forty-five years ago.

The Chuppa was sent to Sam Pezaro, Auckland, New
Zealand, and Mr. (laude Israel thinks it was used there
in a Reform Synagogne. At the same time the Shofer was
sent back also. Both these were sent back about 1963 or
even later. The Shofer was also hronght in for Miriam’s
wedding,
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At the time of the Miriam AMarks wedding, services
used to Dbe held here in the home of Gabriel Marks, a
brother of Sir Henry.

Incidentally, when the Shofer and Chuppa were sent
to Aunckland in 1962/63 or even later, a certificate
authorising a rahbi to conduet serviees was also sent.
This would he quite an historieal doeument, which perhaps
vou might be able to locate through vowr Auckland eon-
tacts and have it retwrned to Sydney.

I hope to Jook move into early Jewish rvesidents in
Apia, Western Samoa, when I am there in the next few
months.

Dr. Isadore S. Meyer, our corresponding member in
New York wrote:—I returned from a trip abroad on 3rd
Decembher, 1967, afier having spent two months away from
home: six weeks in Isvael, and two weeks in BEurope, of
whieh one weelk was spent in England. T left London on
3rd December. While there I visited all the Libraries of
Jewish interest; the Wiener Library, the Mocaita Library
of the Jewish Historical Society, which is housed at the
Untiversity of London, the Library of Jews College, and
the British Musewn. I also had oeecasion to visit the British
Public Record Offiee which houses reeords of American
colonial intevest of the 17th and 18th eenturies, ineluding
18th centary records of Ameriean Jews who were mer-
chants here and were in touch with the British Board of
Trade and Plantations. Ay vegret was that I could not
stay in London for a longer period. I aitended a meeting
of the Executive Council of the Jewish Historical Soeciety
of Emgland, whose Chairman is Dr. Richard Barnett, of
the British Auseum, where I presented a proposal on
behalf of the Ameriean Jewish Historical Society that we
hold a joint meeting of our society and theirs in the
Summer of 1970. I believe at that time they will also
commemorate the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Jewish
Historical Soeiety of England.

* B * aE

1967 MIDDLE BAST CRISIS COLLECTION.

The Ameriean Jewish Historieal Soeclety during the
midst of the Middle Fast Crisis in June, 1967, initiated a
colleetion of material demonstrating their reaction of
American Jewry to this event. Our request was answered
by an unusually rapid and vast response. During the first
six months of the projeet we received over 5500 items
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temonstrating the activities of the American community
during the period of the Crisis and its aftermath. Most
encouraging was the immediate request by several noted
lsracli, English, and Ameriean scholars fo wuse this
collection.

PROFESSOR ZELMAN COWEN ADDRESSES THE

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

On Tuesday, 30th July, the Viee-President, Mr. 3. Z.
Forbes, and the Honorary Secretary, Mrs. Louise Rosen-
berg, attended the Lecture given before the Roval Aus-
tralian Historieal Society, History House, 8 Young Street,
Sydney, by Professor Zelman Cowen on his recently pub-
lished biography of Sir Isaac Isaaes.

Professor Cowen is Viee-Chancellor of the New Eng-
land University, and was formerly professor of Publie
Law and Dean of the Law Faeulty at Melbourne University.
Iarlier this vear, he heeame the first person to receive the
“Australian Jew of the Year” award.

He told of his difficulties in assembling the material
for Sir Isaac Isaacs’ biography, and he told interesting and
amusing ancedotes whieh showed the complex personality
of a man who, In many respeets, was one of Australia’s
most distinguished but, eontroversial, public fieures. Pro-
fessor Cowen traced the publie career of Sir Isaac over the
vears when he was first a lawyer, then a member of the
Victorian Parliament, a member of the Federal Parlia-
ment and  Attorney-General of the Commonwealth, a
Judge, Chief Justice of the High Court, and eventually, the
first Australian-born Governor-General.

= & 2 *

JEWISH SOCIOLOGICAL CONFERENCE

At Monash University, Melbourne, a Jewish Sociolo-
gical Conferenee will take place from Sunday, 24th
Aungust, until Monday, 25th August, 1969,

HAROLD BOAS, Esq.,, O.B.E.

Ineluded in the list of twenty-eight West Australians
honouwred in the New Year Honours List was the name of
Ilarold Boas, of West Perth, for services to architecture
and town planning. This Society extends its eongratula-
tions to Mr. Baos on the occasion of this honour upon so
distinguished a citizen of Western Australia where lie has
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heen a valued Hnl: with us in the work of the Austyalian
Jewish Historical Society.

S

THIE AUSTRALIA DAY MOVEMENT

Rabbi Dr. 1. Porush, of the Great Synagogue, Sydney,
has advised the Australia Day Movement that the Syna-
gogue as well as the Assoeiation of Jewish AMinisters in
Australia and New Zealand assoclaies itself with the
Movement and will eo-operate in bringing to the notice of
the publie the importance of Ausivalia Day.

Rabbi Dr. R. Brasch, of Temple Emanuel, Sydney,
has also indicated the Temple’s full co-operation and whole-
hearted support of the Movement.

TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT

The Annual General Meeting forr 1967 was held on dth
December, 1967, and onr Half-Yearly General Meeting on
20th August, 1968, Ai the former meeting the ¥leetion
of Officers resulted as follows:—

Patron-Members: The Hon. Mr. Justice Sugerman.

The Ifon. Sir Archie Michaelis, Kt.

President: Rabbi Dr. L. Porusk, O.B.E., PhD.

Tice-Presidents: AL 2. Torbes, B.A., LL.B.

G. F. J. Bergman, D.Ee., LL.B.
Hon. Sceretary/Treasurer: Mrs. Louise Rosenberg,
Editor of Publications: A. H. Xellerman, B.Ee, M.ACE,
FLB.A, F.CES,
Commitice: G. Beecher,
Mrs. P. Davis.
II. Dreyer.
N. A, Esserman, B.Se., F. Inst.P., AJM.LE.
Rabbi Dr. A. Fabian, LL.D.
Dr. J, Schueeweiss, M.B., B.8.,, MR.C.P.L.
5. Stedman.

After formal business, Dr. Bergman presented his
Paper, “Phineas Moss—A Pioneer Jewish Civil Servant
and Author.” Phineas Moss was the first free Jewish
Public Servant, the first Jewish Author, and he made the
first Jewish Calendar for use in the colony.

The next Paper, presented hy Dr. E. F. Kunz, Manu-
seripis Officer of the Mitehell Library, was entitled “The
Reverend Isaae Priedman-— A Colonial Career®™ Du.
Kunz's Paper has been deseribed as “a definitive biography
of a delightful and almost legendary character who con-
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tributed a great deal to the development of Jewish Com-
munities in New South Wales, Tasmania and Vietoria.”
Isaac I'ricdman, was the first Hungarian Jewish migrant
to come to Australia, arriving here in April, 1833, at the
age of twenty-eight yeavs.

Both Dr. Bergman’s Paper and Dr. Kunz's Paper
stimulated considerable intevesting and produetive diseus-
sion among the seventy-five members and friends present.

The Sceretary’s Annual Report revealed that records
were available to show that organised Jewish life in
Australin had begun one hundrved and fifty years ago, in
1817, with the formation of a Chevra Kadisha. Also, it was
diselosedd that the approach which had been made to all
congregations and major organisations throughout Aus-
tralasia in December and January to obiain from them
copies of their veports and other historical material, was
proving itselt a resounding sueeess, and more fruitful than
had been anticipated. This approach was designed to help
us preserve as complete a reeord of the commumity as
possible, and as evidenee of the Society’s work for futwre
generations.

The heartening Inerease in our membership has now
made it necessary to ineresse our Jowrnal ovder from five
hundred copies per issue to seven hundred, per issue.

The meeting was toldl of plans for a series of funetions
to be held to mark the ninetieth Anniversary of the Great
Synagogue. These ineluded an exhibition of historieal
material 1o be arranged in conjunetion with the Historieal
Society.

Also in January, we were invited to participate in an
exhibition {0 he held in June, in Buenos Adres, entitied
“Jewish Press of the World.” The exhibition was to form
part of a series of events whereby the Congregation
Israclita de la Republica Argentina, the oldest community
in that eountry, was commemorating its one hundred and
sixth anniversary.

On 20th August, 1968, we held owr Half-Yearvly
treneral Meeting at whieh tribute was paid to Mr. A. Roth-
field and Mr. V. Smith, who had both passed away the
day hetfore,

D Porush drew attention to the faet that the Aus-
tradian Jewish Historieal Society was exaetly thirty years
old. Ile suggested that eonsideration might he given aj
our next meeting to the possibility of marking the ocea-
ston by a speciai event or in a partieular manner,
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After the official business had been dealt with, Dr.
G. I, J. Bergman presented his Paper, “Samuel Cohen—-
Pioneer and Parliamentarian with a Religious Conseience”.
The subjeet of this work was a distinguished Jewish
politician of New South Wales in the mid-19th century;
a prominent and influential man whose religion was to
him a virtual way of life. Dr. Bergman told the Meeting
that Samuel Cohen had been, on oceasion, prepaved to pre-
judice his chances of re-election to Parliament rather than
break the Sabbath by voting on Friday night. As a con-
sequence, he enjoyed the respeet and support of his friends
ad opponenis alike.

Mrs. Louise Rosenberg read a summarised version of
the biography of the Reverend A. T. Boas. It dealt with
the life and ministry of a man whe devoted his efforts and
well-directed energies to making the Jewish people of
Australia receptive to a Jewish way of life, duving fifty-
three years of the Community’s early development—from
1870 to 1923.

During the discussion period Mr. (ieoffrey Solomon,
President of the Neweastle Hebrew Congregation, gave a
brief address on the Neweastle Jewish Community, which
had onece heen prosperous, thriving and vigerous,

We have had enquiries from numerous sources for
information regarding personalities in our early history.
These inelude the Hon, 8. A. Joseph, M.IL.A., who was a
prominent figure i the religious and commercial life of
Sydney in the mid-19th century, Emanuel Solomon, and
Sarah Moses, wife of Moses Moses, on whose tombstone is
written the eurious epitaph, “. . . Died of a hroken heart
from peenlar(sie) family trials—Peace to her shade. May
the Divine Creator receive her soul into everlasting rest

. and pardon her former unnatural oppressors.”

The firm of (laxo Laboratories ave researching into
the lives and origing of the ecompany’s founders, Joseph
Nathan and Jaeoh Joseph, in New Zealand, and we ave
assisting.

The report contained details of latest publieations
dealing with Jewish matters in Australia.

“The Jewish Community in Australia™ (Raymond
Apnle).

“Zion in Our Time” (Max Freilich).

“IFrom Assimilation to Group Survival” (Peter
Medding).

“The Heritage of lsrael” (Rabbi Silas).

“Isaae Isaacs™ {Zelman Cowen).
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Members of our Society, and others in the community,
are presently engaged in preparing contributions for the
Eneyelopedes Judaiea to be published, it is expected, in
1970, We have heen called upon in this counnection to
research many notable Australian personalities.

Mr. Havold Boas, of Perth, has made a handsome
benefaction to the Society in honour of his father, the
Reverend Abraham Tobias Boas, on the completion of the
biography of the latter. The guestion of the ultimate
publication of the work has been considered in commiftee
and with My, Havold Boas, and tentative plans have been
drawn up for the most appropriate form such a work
should take.

With respect to the publieation of the History of the
Western Suburbs Synagogue, it has been agreed that this
history Dbe up-dated and veleased in September, 1969, to
allow its publication to ecoincide with the present
Synagogue’s fiftieth Anniversary Celehrations.

Our eorresponding member in America, Dr. Isadore
Mewver, advises that at his suggestion, last year, the Ameri-
can and Iinglish Jewish Iisiorical Societies have arranged
to call a joint meeting to celebrate the seventy-fifth anni-
versary of the latter, in the Summer of 1969, in England.
Dy, Mever and Dr. Anthony Joseph will represent this
Society.

Dr. Joseph has also advised that he would like to
make a grant to the Society for the purpose of having a
forthcoming issue of our Journal devoted entirely to
Papers and Arvticles of genealogieal interest. We have on
hand, and are in the process of aequiring more suifable
material for sueh a journal.

The Jewish Maternity Society is to celebrate its one
hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary early next vear. It
is the oldest extant henevolent society in our community.
It was orviginally “The Dorcas Society”, then it beeame “The
Sydney  Hebrew Ladies” Maternity and Benevelent
Soetety™, and it is now known as “The Jewish Maternity
Soeciety”. It has been working eontinuously for the welfare
of the underprivileged and deprived women members of
the community for almost one hundrved and twenty-five
vears., The Soeieiy’s rvecords from its ineeption to 1923
have heen mislaid in the Synagogue, and we have heen
approached to assist in their reeovery.

My, Q. I, Phillips is proceeding with the writing of
a Paper on the Avehiteetural Plans of Sydney’s Synagogues,
Sueh a Paper would be of tremendous interest and value,
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and Mr. Phillips is unusually well gualified in every respect
to handle this challenging assignment.

The Society records its appreciation of the work done
by willing individuals who assist the exceutive at all times.
Speeial mention is made of Mrs. Phoebe Davis who brought
the eash bools up to date, and Mys. M. H. Kellerman for
her assistance to the Seeretary and Editor as typist and
reader.

It was strongly recommended at the last Committee
Meeting, that a positive approach should be made to such
members of the Community who are deemed to be qualified,
fo write Histories of the various organisations and insti-
tutions throughout Australia.

It was sugegested that Rabbi Porush might eonsider
compiling a history of the Beth Din in Australia; Rabbi
[“abian, a monograph on the fivst Jewish Chaplain (Rabhi
Danglow?}. Other organisations to he considered arve the
Montefiore Home, the Welfare Soeciety, the Ifelp in Need
Soetety, and B'nai B'rith.

Mention was made of biographies of such religious
and lay leaders as Rabbi Danglow, Mr. H. B. Newman,
Rabhi L. A. Falk, the Reverend A. B. Davis, the Reverend
M. Rintel, Mr. M. Ashkanasy, Mr. D, J. Benjamin.

The Treasurel’s Report indicates:—

Balanee in Bank $2,224.20.

Value of Bond held by Commonwealth Banlk,
$1,000; total $3,224.26.

Liabilities, Nil

The Society records its appreciation of the co-opera-
tion given by the Great Synagogue and the Printer, ID. 5.
FFord, represented by My, Keith Ford and his staff.

BOOK REVIEWS
ISAAC I844C8, Zelman Cowen, Oxford University Press

1967, pp. viii 272. $6.00.

Legal biographies are not noted as best-sellers except
perhaps oceasionally when the author, often a journalist
with a flair for the law, has selected a popular lawyer who
has featured in sensational trials. Until more reeent times,
little was attempted in the field of Australian legal
biography, and in most instances these writings have heen
of a politieo-historical eharacter. In the case of sueh an
eminent Australian as Siv Isaac Isaacs there are many



Book Reviews 297

Tacets of a lite, alheit lacking popular appeal, which eon-
gributed in large measure to the formation and later
development of the Australian Commonwealth and its
Constifution. Now, more than three deeades after Isaacs
retired from active public life, Professor Zelman Cowen,
formerty Dean of the Faeulty of Law in the University of
Melbourne and at present Viee-Chaneellor of the University
of New England, has produeced a work of mature research
and scholarship. This will enable the reader to assess, in
{rue and proper perspeetive, the life and worth of Sir
Isaac Isaaes, a founding father of the Australian Federa-
tion, a jurist of the highest eminence, and Austvalia’s fivst
native born Governor-Gieneral. He was withal a man whose
Hife demands study by the speeialist and general reader
alike.

This biography of lsaacs, a nonagenarian, is remark-
ably well halanced in its seope and treatment, and the
author, himself qualified as a noted student of the law and
tewal theory, ineluding Australian constitutional problems,
has been move than careful to avoid too detailed and
tecdions aceount of the Federal Convention Debates and of
the numerouns and impertant decisions in which Isaases
plaved a leading role as a member of the High Conrt
Boeneh, Zelman Cowen furnishes ample matevial illustrat-
ing the range and depth of Isaaes™ learning hut it is clear
enough that theve alse was mueh dogmatism and pedantry
which earned dislike. Indeed, there was no stage of
Isnaes” long career when this man of such extraowdinary
learning and talents did not exhibit an inability to co-
operate with othevs who did not share the same legal
subtlety and uneompromising zeal for a cause or a theory.

The author fraces Isaaes’ participation in the Conven-
tion Debates (1897-1898), and his later part as a Judge
in the interpretation of the Constitution is explained in a
hieid and penetrating Chapter from whiel a lawyer and
also the lavman will gain a valuable introduetion to the
complexities of the carlier development of the Federal
Constitution. The pieture eleavly emerges of Isaaes as a
champion of the national welfare, urging and himself
hroadening the supremaey of Federal law and powers.
His lasting contribution was in the field of Constitutional
Law, and altheugh it may he too soon to reach a final con-
chusion regarding the significance and permanence of his
views and theories, there ean be no doubt that no Judge
and no student ean ever ignore the influenee of Isaae
Tsanes wpon the development of the Australian Constitution.
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All Australians, and not least those of the Jewish
[aith, will be faseinated by the meteorie rise of this son of
ingignificant Jewish immigrants who reached these shoves
with the influx which followed the Victorian gold rushes
in the ‘fifties of the last century. Max Gordon, of the
Vietorian Braneh of the Australian Jewish Historieal
Society, has already published a bicgraphy in which are
given details of Isaaes’ anteecedents and of his early life
as a native of Melbourne, and later as a schoolboy at
Yaekandandah. The present author has succeeded in
discovering more details of Isaacs’ parents and his early
life. He bhas had aecess to papers and family source
material which hitherto remained undiselosed but, as the
recorded material is so spavse, the overall carly pieture iy
still shadowy. It is mow cstablished, however, that Isaaes
as a child, as a young man, and even, to an extent, in his
later life, was dominated hy the formidable fisure of his
mother, Rebeccah. As Zebman Cowen indicates, Rebeceah
Isaaes was a highly intellectual woman whose eharacter
and personality were reprodueed in the early hrilliance and
ambition of her son., It is amazing to read the terms of
some of the letters passing between mother and sen, and
it is from a perusal of a few of such letters that much
light is shed upon the complex nature of the character of
Isaac Isaacs.

Most readers will find mmuch interest in the new
material which evidence the tangled events which finally
scenred for Isaaes the appointment as Governor-General
of the Commonwealth. The action of the Seullin Labor
Governnient, in 1931, in pressing the British Government
to appoint an Australian born (Governor-General was un-
precedented and the forces of conservatism in Buekingham
Palace and elsewhere, ineluding some Australian cirveles,
almost succeeded in preventing the appointment. The
Australian Government could not have hoped for a more
distinguished and suitable appointee, but it is not without
ivony that the honour was eonferred on Jsaae Isaacs, in
many respeets very conservative and a life long supporter
of the British Empire.

There is little to be said of Isaacs as an Australian
Jew. In his earlier life he appears to have taken some
interest in the affairs of the Jewish Community, He was
apparently very tamiliar with Jewish religious literature,
and in his vetirement he wrote and econtributed some
crudite articles on some aspeets of Jewish theology. His
held on aetive Jewish life, outside of the immediate eon-
fines of his family, was very tenuous. Tn his old age he
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wrote a lengthy series of diatribes against the Zionist
cause at a time when refugees were clamouring for entry
to the Jewish National Home in Palestine. The Jewish
State was then in its birth throes, and #t is sad, indeed,
that Isaac Isaaes, the eclder statesman, embarked uwpon a
sterile econtroversy with the loeal Zionist protagomist,
Professor Julius Stone.

Professor Cowen's book is a landmark in Aunstralian
biography. The writer's literary style, unlike that of many
lawyers, is admirable. It is a timely effort which does full
justiee to the life and work of a very great Australian.
The book is delightfully printed and the illustrations arce
well chosen. 1t will be widely vead and it may well be
suceeeded by further editions. It is the kind of hook
which will cirenlate in many guarters, and in due eourse
the Oxford University Press may econsider the publication
of a paper-back edition. Ii vemains only to congratulate
the author upon the ehoice of so worthy a subjeet and
upon his completion of this meritovious and readable bio-
araphy.

M Z FORBES.

ZION IN OUR TIME, Max Freilich, Morgan Publications,
1967, pp. xx 252,

The author, who came to Australin forty vears ago
after a very short period of rvesidenee in New Zealand,
later assumed the leadership of the Zionist Organisation
in this State and throughout the Commonwealth. Indeed,
he achieved an international reputation as an avdent
worker for the Zionist movement, and lor the advancement
of the Jewish National Home in Palestine. He participaied
in some of the events which helped to hring the State of
Israel into being, and he now continues to direct his efforts
towards the growth and development of the Jewish State.
He was urged to write this personal biography by the late
Horace B. Newman, and these Memoirs are now available
to all who would wish to learn of the life and work of
one whose name is so well known within the Jewish com-
munities of this land and bevond.

Those who read this hook will appreciate how mueh
personal effort was devoted by Max Freilieh and his eol-
leagues to the cavse which has consumed so mueh of their
energies. Their work centred avound the creation of a very
strong Zionist body in this eountry, they attended and
directed numerous meeclings and funetions both at home
aned overseas, they planned and eondueted many Appoeals
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and Campaigns, and they finally succeeded in eonvineing
their eo-religionists that the Jewish faith of today mmst
pe linked by the most praciical associations with lretz
Israel.

Although Australian Jewry is remote from the eentres
of Jewish life and influenece, it lLas managed to play a
good and useful role, particularly sinee the immigration
from Europe of more recent times, aiding with eounsel and
with funds efforts to vehabilitate and re-ereate the lives
ot thousands who sought refuge in Palestine, a land whieh
was soont to heeome the Jewish State of which Herzl and
s0 many others dreamed. So, in these Memoirs, the author
gives a sufficiently detailed aceount of the Zionist Move-
ment in Australiz since his arrival heve, and understand-
ably, the emphasis is upon his own achievements. At the
same time, due reeognition is given to the work of others
who aetively assisted in all the efforts which continue to
he maintained by the Zionist Federation of Australia and
New Zealand.

Max IFreilieh emerges as a man of inflexible purpose,
single-minded in his aims and dedieaied to his ideals and
to the tasks whieh le is always anxious to vealise. Iis
aims and ambitions, it is made to appear, would brook
neither delay nor obstruetion. Edueated in (alicia as a
Talmudist, and apparvently intended for the vanks of
traditional Hebrew learning, this voung prodigy, as he
was, literally foreed his way into business and secular
pursuits, reaching the University of Vienna. Throughout
his career Max Ireilich lhas contrived to overecme all
diffieulties in the path of his plans. Upon hig arrvival in
Svdnex, he was keen to heecome active in Zionist affairs and
it is interesting to read how this neweomel prevailed over
some of the early discouragements. In our own day his
own extraordinary drive and personality brought him into
toueh with Dr. I V. Evatt, with the Prime Alinister of
New Zealand, 3r. Peter Fraser, and with other important
personages over whom Freilich was able to exert a per-
sonal influence. These personal contacts often achieved
more, particularly at erucial times, than would have heen
possible as a result of the conventional formal approach.

Perhaps one of the most signifieant Chapters in the
Book is that relating to “Dr. Evatt’s Vital Role” as Chair-
man of the Ad hoe Committee on Palestine when, on 25th
November, 1947, the vote was taken which vesulied in a
majority in the United Nations for the Partition Plan.
This dramatie decision was endorsed and adopted in the
Assembly a few days later. Writing of Dr. Ivatt, the
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author vemarks: It was undoubtedly his great skill as a
tactician and his world stature as a statesman that made
it possible for the Ad hoe Committee to reach a conclusion
and to bring its reeommendations to the current General
Assembiy for decision.” Ineluded in this Chapter is an
accouni of the steps which were taken to send Abram
Landa as an Observer with the official Australian delega-
tion at Lake Stecess. Landa was a close friend of Du.
Bvatt, and Max Freilich, who eonsidered Landa’s presence
essential at the United Nations, was instrumental in sceur-
ing his attendanee during the vital deliberations. The
wrtter also tells how he obtained the support of DPeter
Fraser and was able to influenee the New Zealand Prime
Minister to align his country with those who supported
the plan of the Ad hoe Palestine Committee. The reader
is left in no doubt that Dr. Kvait’s stand was that of an
iclealist statesman who is quoted as saying: “What 1 did to
bring about the deeision for setting up a Jewish State in
a part of Palestine was not an act of favour to the Jews
hut heeause I firmly belicve in the justice of the Jewish
ease.” The part, however, which was played by Aus-
tralian Jewry, is not under-estimated, and it is interesting
to learn of the steps whieh were taken to enlist the support
of the Government and people of the Conmmonwealth. The
author coneludes on the note that there remains a need for
the Zionist Movement to safeguard the Jewish future in
the Diaspora and in the State of Isvael alike.

This Historical Society weleomes the publieation of
this faseinating story and biography. So very little has
heen attempted in the past, and perhaps this volume will
spur others to add their contribution to the written record
of Jewish life 1n Australia. It is idle {o fail to recognise
the potential of the Jewish communities of the Common-
wealth, and thevefore it is obvious that organizations and
their leaders should be alive to the urgent need fo vecoid
the story of progress and achievement in all local fields
of endeavour. So far as Max Ireilieh s coneerned, as
Al Justiee Sugerman eomments in the IForeword, these
Memoirs eover a great deal more than a personal auto-
biography., They will serve as a permanent record of an
important epech in Australian Jewish life,

M. Z FORBES.



BENEFACTIONS
IN MEMORY
OF

ERNEST SAMUEL MARKS, CB.E.
ADOLFPH AND AMELIA ALEXANDER
GERALD AND ISABELLE BENJAMIN

ERNEST R. BARUCH
SIMON JOSEPH GUSS
SIR SAMUEL AND LADY COHEN

HYAM SHOLOM AND KATHLEEN
; HIMMELFERB

HERMAN AND RACHEL AHRONSON
WILLIAM L. AND GLADYS N. COHEN
ELIAS AND LEBA GREEN

SIR BENJAMIN BENJAMIN AND LADY
BENJAMIN

ALFRED AND MAY PHILLIPS

FREDERICK DAVID AND ESTHER ZILLAH
MICHAELIS

JACOB AND EMMA GLASS
PERCY BRIGHTON COHEN
LIONEL COHEN
PHILIP SCHNEIDEMAN

SYDNEY BENJAMIN GLASS
DAVID JAMES BENJAMIN
JUDAH AND FANNY ELLIS
RABBI LAZARUS MORRIS GOLDPMAN
RALPH SYMONDS
JUDAH GREEN
PHILLIP MORRIS & DORA ELIZABETH HART
Rev. ABRAHAM TOBIAS BOAS
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