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THE DEMOGRAPHY OF AUSTRALI'AN 
JEWRY 

by W,1.L'l'BR )I. LIPfi\IANN 
'Phis study of the Demography of Australian J Cll)l'!J 

resulted frnm. the u:riter's concern that the spectacular 
yrowth of the 1tw1tbcr of Jclt's i1t Allstralia after World 
\rar 11 was leacling to a mushrooni1:11g of activities which 
cou1cl not be maintained when the intensity of involvenwnt 
of coming generations would be different fro>n that of their 
immigrant parents. 

Winston Churchill once said "It is 01tly by a study of 
the past that we can, Jw1i·e1.,•er dimly, foresee the fut1.tre~~. 
1'hc whole weight of J e,eish teachings and traditio1ts pre­
sents the same lesson . • 1 study of the demoymphic fo,wda­
tiun of the ..:.11.tsiralian Jewish communities, thereforr, 
appeared to be desirable. 

'J.1hc tables p1·csc11ted in this paper demonstrate that 
the present generation of ..:lustralian Jewry is different 
fro,n that of, say, the 1910's and also the 1930's. 'l'hey 
poi1tt to the fact that the composition and attit11des of 
J cws in .111.tstralia, -1cill again be substantially different in 
the 1970's and 1980's. 

1'hc study brings lo light important differc1tces in the 
cum position of J cwish communities in the various States 
of the Commonwealth. It also m,derlincs the over-aged 
nature of ,fostralian J eu,,-y ancl shows iip the fact that, 
quite apart from, the inroads whfoh asshnilation- and inter­
marriage will -undoubtccll-y make in the 1i1t-mber of Jews 1:11 

clustralia, the present rate of births will be far from 
sufjfoient to maintain its numerical sfrength. 

In preparing this st~ldy, the writer also hacl in mind to 
foster the clel'elopmcnt of a greater sense of commmw!. 
thinking rmwng ..:l11stralian ,J e1cry. Sociological a11d demo­
graphic studies of .1lmcrica11 Je1l'ry lead to the co11cl,usio11 
that the future generation of .ilustralfrrn Je1l'ry, too, 1l'ill lJc 
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less committed to the cstablishccl forms of our comimmal 
orgunfaations. It will be a, generation better e&ucated, 
better established economically, but less related to the well­
springs of Jewish tradition. Its loyalty to Jewish life mety 
well be to u generalisccl constellation of a J eu:ish c01m1ut-­
nity rather than to specific orgm1i.scitions, landsmann­
schaften or othel' sectionalised inrolveme11ts of their 
migrant parents. 

In the prepal'ation of the study I have had vat,wblc 
aclt'icc and assista11ce from Dr. Charles Price, Reader in 
Demography at the .1lustralicrn Xational University, Can­
berra; from ,lfr. Lionel Sharpe, B.,1.; and from Pl'of. 
Jlmirice Freedman, London, who edited the original vaper 
for publication in the Jo1lrnal fro)}/, ll'hich the current 
reprint has been made. To all of them, I record 111,y grate­
ful thanks for their assistcrnce. I also desire to express 1ny 
appreciation to the officel's of the Commo,11cealth Bnl'eau 
of Census m1Cl Statistics who snpptiecl much of the basic 
material from u•hich the tables were prepared. Responsi­
bility for the final- fables and analysis, holl'erer, remains 
mine. 

lfalter Lipp1na1111 

THE 1,183 Jews who li;-ecl in Australia in 18±1 repre-
sented 0.57 per cent of the total Australian population 

at that time. Although the total number of Jews gi·e\\· 
steadily, theil· proportion of the Australian population 
declined until in 1933 it had reached the lowest point of 
0.36 per cent. Inunigration, mainly of victims of Nazi 
persecution, has since caused a reYitalization of Australian 
J e,n·y ancl a substantial growth in their numbers. Yet it 
was not until the 1961 census that the proportion of those 
declaring thcmsclYes to be J c,rs again reached the 1841 
figure of 0.57 per cent. In the context of ,rorlcl Jewish 
communities, Australian J c,rry still represents a relatively 
small number. But because of both its geographic position 
on the fifth continent and its relati;-cly firmly established 
economic position, Australian Jc,Yry occupies a place of 
some significance beyond its actual numbers. Unfortu­
nately, Yery little historical ancl biographical material has 
been publishecl1 to prescrYe a record of the colourful and, 
at times important contributions which Australian J C\YS 
haYe made to t1w deYelopment of their country and com­
munity. Sociological and demographic studies of Austra­
lian ~Tewry h~n-c been eYen more neglectcd.2 It is in an 
c>ffort to contribute to the closing of this gap in the know­
ledge of the Australian Je,rish community that this study 
has been prepnrcd. It is lnu;ccl primarily upon figures 
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disclosed bY tlw last Commonwealth census of 1961 and 
JH'PSC'nts m~ illuminating picture of Australian ~Jewry in 
1 he early 1960's. 

The 59,329 people ,rho dh,;closed thcii' religion as 
··Hebrc,r" represent 0.57 per cent of the total population 
of Australia. It must lw notPd, hO\rcrer, that disclosure of 
religion ,ras not compulsory, aud approximately 11 per 
cent of the total population left this (llll'stion unans-weretl. 
As it is impossible to determine whether tlw .Jewish rate of 
non-disclosure is greater or smaller than the orerall total, 
J acccpt1 for the purpose of this paper, the Australian 
arcragc as tl1c c1ppropriate mean .for the J·e"·ish group.3 
Therefore the adjusted total .Jewish population for the 
Conun01nrcalth in 1961 is 65,985. Comparing this with the 
Hl33 census disclosed total of 23,553 and the 195-1 disclosed 
total of 48,-136, we ha,·e in a nutshell the story of the 
growth of Australian Jewry during the past 30 :rears: a 
stor.'· of doubling, mainly through the immigration of 
Yictims of ~azi persecution between 1D33 and 1954

1 
and of 

nlmost trebling of the HJ33 figure by 1961, again through 
further immigration as well as the birth of children mainly 
to the large numbc1·s 01'. post-,Ycn· immigrants. 

'fhis growth, howeYer, has by no meam; been spread 
CYenl:r throughout the Comm01nrealth. Victorian Jewry 
(33,335), which toda.,· comprises 50.5 per cent of the Jews 
lh·ing in Australia1 grew by oYer 350 per cent between 
1933 and 1D61. Xe,r South Wales, until 1933 the home of 
the largest number of Jews in .Australia, has lost this posi­
tion. \Yith :!61673 Jews and a growth rate during the same 
period of :260 per cent, it now contains 40.4 per eent of 
Australian Jc,nT. Urowth in 1hc other States was \'('lT 
much smaller. South Australia [1,095) with just on 100 
per eent growth, \Yest Australia (3,090) with harely 50 
per cent, and Qucenslancl (l,+9±) \\·ith 40 per cent haw 
benfited little from this "\Ya\·e of immigration, while Tas­
mania's Jewish population ( J 50) has resumed its declining 
trend which was temporarily arr<1StC'd lJ('t\Ye('ll ] 933 and 
H)54. In terms of pC'reC'ntagcs, tlw growth of Je,n·y in tlw 
Australian Capital Territory ( 122) and the C'iorthem 
Territor)' (26) has been spectacular, but the actual num­
bers arc so small that in the OYC'rall pietnre theil' nm11hers 
;n•e of little significance. 

'l'he full impact of immigration on the growth of 
Australian J·0wry ean, perhaps, best lw illustrated by 
reference to n strnly published in lH-t.O b:, Dr. J. Gentili,·' 
then Lecturer in Statistical :.'\.[ethods at the l-11in•rsit;'I· of 
\Yestern Australin. His <'nrcfu1 nnal;vsis of the then pre-
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Yailing age distribution and trends led hhn to forecast an 
Australian Je\\ish population of 21,500 for 1963. The 
hcayy post-war ·waYe of immigration as well as the children 
subsequently born to these rnigrants account for the fact 
that his forecast has pro,·ed to be far off the mark. 

Table 4, giving the distribution of Australian J cwry, 
underlines the heayy congregation of Jews in the States 
of Victoria and New South \Y ales. lt also emphasizes their 
concentration in the capital cities. 96.6 per cent of Aus­
tralian Jewry liye in metropolitan ai·eas, 2.5 per cent in 
country towns, "·hilc only 0.9 per cent arc living in the 
rural areas ,Yhich represent a large part of the Australian 
continent. 

Australian J mm ( like other minority groups) tend to 
dr:nr together and congregate. It is interesting to note 
hO\r the census figures not only urn.lcrlinc this fact, but 
also pinpoint the specific areas of Je·wish congregation 
within metropolitan areas. In ::\Ielbourne, for instance, 
o,·er GO per cent of the Jews live in the south-eastern 
suburbs between Prahran and }Ioorabbin (sec Table 5); 
in Sydney 59.5 per cent lfrc in the eastern suburbs of 
lfanclwick, \Y oollahrai and \Y ayerley, with another 18.8 
per cent on the North Shore. In Queensland, on the other 
hand, the congregation is by no means as pronounced. In 
Brisbane itself there arc fiye statistical sub-divisions each 
containing between 10 and 20 per cent of Queensland 
Jewry, with the Jioreton diYision, including the Gold 
Coast, accounting for another 16.5 per cent. 

'l'hc extent to which population moYcmcnts between 
suburbs take place is another interesting aspect to be 
studied in the census statistics. Table 5, for instance, 
shO\rs that during the seyen years 195-±-61, 7,000 Jews 
moYc<l into middle and upper middle clm;s south-eastern 
suburbs of l\-lclbonrnc, "·hile the more industrialized inner 
suburbs and the city oi' 1Iclbonrne (including Carlton) 
lost almost half of the Jews who had lived there in 1947. 

1'he 1110st startling growth was in the cit~~ of 1Ioorab­
bin where in 19-±7 onlr 89 ,Jews ,rerc recorded, while in 
HJGl no fewer than 1,9!18 .Jews resided in that suburb. The 
eastern suburbs of Ke"· and Box Hill also recorded sub­
stantial gains in their Jewish population. 

In Sydney the moYement into specific areas was less 
1n·onouneed. Both the City of Sydney and the inner wes­
tern suburbs recorded drops in the percentage of Je,Ys 
residing there, but their movements appear to be spread 
in nrnny directions with some slight proportional increase 
towards the North Shore suburbs. 
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The composition of the .. A.nstralian J·cwish conununitic!::i 
is much affected by the migrant content of its numbers, 
and it is noteworthy that the origin of the predominant 
migrant group n1rics from State to State. Tables 6 and 7 
record the origins of .. Australian J e-wry in the Yarious 
States and at Ynrious censuses. They demonstrate the 
changes ,-rhich han~ come about in the Yal'ious communities 
through migration. In all States ( ,-rith the exception of 
Western Australia) the content of Australian born Jews 
is substantiall~· smaller now than it ,ras, for instance, at 
the 1911 census. On the other hand, in most States the 
proportion of .. A .. ustralian horn Jews ,ras greater in 1961 
than it had been in 1954, reflecting the birth of children 
to recent migrants. 

If ,-re look at the origin of the Jews in the n1riou::; 
States, in Victoria the cast European influx is dearly 
reflected in the fact that the 195.Jc census shows 31.6 per 
cent of the Victorian !Jc,-rish community to haYe been born 
there. On the other hand, in l\e,r South Wales on!,· l.Jc.6 
per cent come from eastern Europe. There, the west 
European influx was greatest, as reflected in the 25.3 per 
cent of Kc\\· South \Yales J·c,Yry of west Buropcan origin. 
J.i'urther1 the numbt'r of Bnglish migrants has heen greater 
in :!\°c\\· South \YaJcs than in Victoria. 1.'hcsc influences 
arc not only shmn1 in the figures disclosed by the census, 
they arc also noticeable in the nature and attitudes of 
01e' respectiYe comnn111ities and in the intensity of thcil­
,Jewish life. 

The much smaller number or migrants who han' 
settled in the other States is clearh· refkctcd in the fact 
that the drop in the Australian bor;1 content or these eom-
1nunitics was much smaller lwtw<.'Cll JB11 arnl 195-1:-61 tlurn 
in the major migrant reet'ption centres o[ ,Tictol'ia and 
New South \Yales. Ne,·erthcless, the fact tlwt an lmusuall;r 
large proportion of the Egyptian .fowish rpf'.ugces wn8 
attracted to Adelaide, South Australia, is rdlcctcd, for 
instance, in the high proportion of "....-\fl'ican" .Jews in 
South Australia (21.8 per cent in 1961). Similar!,·, tht· 
unusnall;· large "Asian" contc>nt of the \Yestern Arn,tralian 
iTcwish community owes its origin to an afiyah of .Jews 
fron1 Palestine in thC' J.920's. On tlw otlwr hand. tlH1 ir 
attitudC' to suhseq1wnt migration to their cmnnnmity is 
perhaps n•flectecl in the particular]~· high content or 
Australian born .Jews in '\Y est Australin, as ,n•11 as in tlw 
l'clativeh· small g1·owth ol' that comnmnitv hehn•c•ll 1D!tl 
a11<l196l. · · 
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Subject to local variations, however, the overall pat­
tern of Australian Jc"·ish communities reveals that all of 
them are-in this gcncration-prcd01ninantly foreign born 
e01mnunities. Comparison between the 1954 and 1961 
figures, hmYever, shmrn an almost uniYersal increase in the 
nmnber of .i:\..ustralian horn: in other words, the nath-c 
born children mainly o'I: foreign born parents. (Analysis 
of the releYant tables leads me to the assumption that the 
number of .A .. ustralian born adults of an age group that 
would luwe children between 195-! and 1961 would be less 
than 20 per cent of the total number of Jews of that 
particular age-group). 

Table 8 records the occupational status of Australian 
Jewry. It shows substantially larger proportions of Aus­
tralian Jews listed as "Employers" or "Self-Employeff' 
than for tlw general Australian population. Yet the 
influence of post-"·ar migration is again reflected in the 
fact that the proportion of employers and self-employed 
among .ri_ustralian Jewry has fallen in the post-,n1r years, 
while the proportion of ''Jewish employees" has risen 
correspondingly. 

An accurate reading of these figures, howcyer, is 
difficult, as a dis-proportionately large number of Jews 
conduct priYate companies "ith family shareholdings, 
giYing rise to the question whether in such cases they 
would have identified themselves in the census re.turns as 
"Employers", ·which they are cle facto, or as "Employcesn 
of their own companies, which would be the correct legal 
position. 

In any demographic analysis of a community, the 
age distribution is of particular significance as indicative 
of future trends and surdval possibilities. Reference has 
previously been made to the fact that some t"·enty-five 
~·ears ago the prognosis for the surdn1l of Austrc1lian 
Jewr;r was far from encouraging. Post-war migration has 
reYitalized the communities and caused the significant 
gro"ih which has been disclosed by recent census figures. 
The question "·hich must now C'XC'rcisc us is whether this 
represents a temporary arrest of assimilatm·~· tendcncie~ 
or whether the age distribution of .. A .. ustralian J cwry in th<' 
1960's is sueh that one can eonfidentl,- precliet its Slll'Yirnl. 
l'nfortunately, the data presented in Tables 9a, 9b, and 
10, and Figure 1 contain many factoTS which must eausP 
serious concern about the future of Australian Je"Ty. 

'l,ables 9a, 9b, and 10 demonstrate that in the agl' 
groups up to 35 yeal'S of age, the proportion of Jews is 
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substantially below that of tlw corresponding age group 
in the .. .A.ustralian community generally, \\"hilc the "'middle 
age" group from 40 to 60 years of age represents a YCl'y 
much greater part of the Australian Jewish community 
than of the gcncrul comm1mity.. 32.1 pC'r cent of the Aus­
tralian Je\\·ish cornmunit~~ belongs to this age group, as 
against onl;v 22 .. 6 per cent of the general communitr. ln 
the OYer 60 age groups the difference is smaller: 14.8 per 
cent of the J·ewish com1nunity compan'd ,Yith 12.-! per 
cent of the general community. 

The age pyrmnid (Fig. 1) clearly demonstrates the 
1tucYen and over-aged nature of the Australian Jc,dsh 
community. The Ycry small proportion of both males and 
females in the 20-30 age group indicates that there is little 
immediate prospect of a rise in the birth rate of tlw Aus­
tralian Jewish community, \Yhich at the time of the HHH 
census ·was barely two-thirds of the birth ratr of the 
general Australian eomrnunity. The only time when the 
proportional Australian J·c,rish birth rate eYcn appronched 
that of the general })opulation was during the years 1947 
to 1951 (aged 10-14 in 1961). There arc, of course, easily 
understandable historical reasons for both the small num­
ber of Jewish births in the years 1933-47, and the sub­
stantial rise shorth- after the .. ·ar: the arrirnl of the bulk 
of the post-,Yar iminigrants seeking to establish new homes 
and families in ..Australia after their war-time persC'cntion. 
On the other hand, the drop from the 1951 peak of births 
has been s0Yere, giYing rise to concern about the future of' 
the community. 

The rclati.-cly large number of old people presents 
... \.ustralian J c,yry \Yith special social responsibilities a11<l 
problems. :\'"or are these likely to be short-term ones. 
'rablcs 9a- and 9b, gh·ing a hrC'akdmn1 of the numbers in 
the Yarious age groups, indicate that for the 1wxt thirty 
~·enrs at least there is likC'ly to be an increasingly high 
proportion of the Anstralinn ~Te,yish communit~- belonging 
to the older age groups. 

In analysing tlw ag(' dh;t1·ihution of ... -\ustralian Jpw1·y 
( Table 10) and in eomparing it ,Yith 1'1w agl' distributions 
of a "'standard"' c·om1mmitT and tlw genernl ... \ustrnlinn 
comm.unit~~, we c·an spc• th(~ J'('ason -for, the concern ahcm1 
thr future of Am,tra]inn .frwn·. ..A som1<l age distribution 
would disclose gTallnal dC'seending 1wrerntagrs fol' racl1 
1Hh·nneing agr group. ~l'he figures for .. Australian Jewr~·. 
hcrn·e,·er. ::;how a much smaller proportion in the 0-4 age 
µ:1·oup tlrnn tlw irc1wral Australian population, anll a, Yer~· 
irt'l'gnlm· patt('l'll \\·itlt its highest proportions in the 34-5:'i 
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year old groups. In fact, from the point of vie"· of prog­
nosis for the future, Australian Jcwry's age distribution 
in 1961 was even more unhealthy than it was in 1933. In 
the latter year 58 per cent of Australian Jewry was under 
35 years of age, while in 1961 only 45 per cent was in that 
category. In the light of these facts, the larger munber of 
those 0-4. years old in 1961 may represent a ray of hope, 
but it.seems doubtful "·hcthcr eYcn this slight improYcment 
is likely to be maintained. 

As in the analysis of the origin of Australian Jewry, 
so in the age distribution some significant differences are 
noticeable from State to State. .New South \Vales, for 
instance, has the largest number of people oyer 60 years 
okl-4,015 out of a total of 24,000 (16.5 per cent), while 
in Victoria 3,8'±1 J·c,rn of the same group represent only a 
slightly smaller percentage. On the other hand, Victoria 
is the only State in ,rhich the Jewish percentage of young 
people ( under 20 years old) is at least fairly close to that 
of the general population: 3:2.9 per cent as against 37.3 
per cent. The Tasmanian figure in this age group is parti­
cularly distressing. Only 17.6 per cent of the small Jewish 
population of the island State is under 20 years of age. 
As already mentioned, howen'r, the Jewish figures for this 
age group right through the Conunon\\·calth contain an 
ominous ,rarning for the future. The aYeragc Australian 
proportion of people under 20 years old is 38 per cent. The 
Jewish fig1u·es m·c between 8 and 10 per cent below the 
corresponding percentages of young people in their respcc­
tiw States. 

Some additional facts arc ,rortli)· of comment. Victoria 
an<l the Australian Capital Territory arc the only two 
States in which the numbers of J·cws under 20 yeal'S of 
age outweigh those of orcr 50. ln \Y cstrrn Australia they 
are almost crcnly balanced, ,rhile South Australia, Xew 
South \Y ales, Queensland, mid particularly Tasmania. must 
be listed as States ,rhich, ,Je,rishly speaking at lcnst, arc 
owr-agecl. Of these, South Australia and New South 
\\'"ales, with their recent rates of migrnnt influxes, ma)· he 
('XpC'cted to show a rate of improycmcnt by· the 1wxt census. 

Concluding this comment on the age distribution of 
Australian Jewry, one can only repeat the earlier warning. 
Currently, the important age group of :20-50 year olds, "·ho 
represent the hulk of any population and bear the burden 
of communal responsibilities, compare soundly on super­
ficial examination ,dth the proportion in the general com­
munity (3fl.2 per cent of Jc-,\'lsh against 40 per cent of the 



Stat, 

Victoria 
N.S.W. 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
Northern Territory 
Aust, Capital 

Territory 

Australia 

Total Population 
Australia 

Jewish per cent 

Ctn,UJ, rr;6r 

Dii<lostd N, Adjusltd lncuase r,p/y fatal 
% total numbtrs 

---------
29,932 11·4 33,335 5,916 
24,026 I0·6 26,673 4,443 

1,334 12•0 1,494 -6 
985 11•2 1,095 263 

2,782 11•1 3,090 227 
,36 11·0 •so -22 
23 15·0 26 •s 

'" IO·O "' 57 

59,329 65,985 rn,893 

TABLE I. Growth ef Australian Jewry 

(as disclosed hy Commonwealth Censusfigum) 

Ctns"-', 19~4 Cm,UJ, 1947 

19S~t DiJdostd % Di,doud % 
lotal In,. lo/al Im, 

24·6 24,016 62•0 14,grn 57·0 
22·7 19,583 46·4 13, 194 28·0 
Nil 1,340 32·2 1,011 -2·9 

34'·7 722 61·3 454 -14•0 
9·• 2,555 12·7 2,294 9·0 

-13·9 ,58 27•2 "3 75·0 
187·5 8 87·0 7 

10·6 54 26 

18·4 48,436 51·0 32,019 36·0 

10,508,186 (increase 1954-61; 16'9%) 8,986,530 18·57 7,579,358 

0·57 0•63 0·56 0·42 

Cruus, 1933 C,n.111s, l!):U Cnsus, Ctnrnr, 
1!)11 1!)01 

" % Total To/al Total Total Im, Inc. 

9,500 24·0 7,677 22·0 6,270 5,907 
10,305 •·s 10,150 33·0 7,660 6,447 
1,041 3·8 1,003 49•0 672 733 

528 -40·0 743 -3·0 765 786 
2,!05 77•0 1,919 30·0 1,790 1,259 

70 -42•0 "' -7·0 ,30 ,07 - ' 
4 ' 

23,553 8·9 21,615 25·0 17,287 15,239 

6,629,839 5,435,734 4,455,005 377,389 

0·36 0·40 0•38 0·40 



TABLE 2. Distribution of Jews in Australian States 

(as discloud by Commonwtalth Cen.ru.r) 

I 1933 1947 I 1954 ,gt;, 
'· 

State Jewish I Total ],wfrh I Tot,l Jewish Total Jewish Total 
Pop. Pop. Pop. Pop. 

% % % % % % % % 
------------------

Victoria 40·38 27·46 46·57 27·1 49·81 27·3 50·51 27·89 
N.S.W. 43·75 39·23 41·21 39·4 40·15 38·1 40·41 37•25 
South Australia 2·24 8·76 1·42 8·6 1·52 8·9 1·66 9·24 
Queensland 4·42 14·29 3·16 14·6 2·77 14·7 2·26 14•41 
Western Australia 8·94 6-69 7·16 6·6 5·29 1·• 4·68 7·03 
Tasmania 0·30 3·74 0·38 3°4 0·32 3·4 0·25 3·34 
Aust. Capital Territory! 0·02 o·rn o·o8 o 2 I} r 0·19 0·58 
Northern Territory 0·18 0 02 0 I Q•l4 0·5 l/ Q•04 0·26 

lrno·o IIOOO 1=-1=-1IOO·O 11000 1=- IOO·O 

TABLE 3. Jewish Population Index by StaUS 

State I 
,go, 

19/1 I 1921 I 1933 I 1947 1954 ,gt;, 
---,----------

Victoria ,00 rn6 
I 

,30 ,6, 278 45' 564 
N.S.W. ,00 "9 '57 '59 227 333 4'4 
Queensland ,oo 92 '37 ,42 '53 202 205 
South Australia ,oo 98 94•5 68 64 ,04 ,40 
Western Australia ,oo ,42 95 ,67 200 225 245 
Tasmania ,oo m "3 65 '28 ,62 ,55 
Aust. Capital Territory ,oo 2o6 
Northern Territory ,oo 288 



TABLE 4. Distribution ,if Australian Jewry, 1g61 Census 

Victoria N.S.W. Queensland S.A W.A. Tasmania .A.C.T. N.T . Australian 
Tctal 

------· 
Metropolitan City 29,484 23,106 982 901 2,644 89 111 - 57,317 
Country Urban 3 13 709 296 46 68 41 - } 1,496 

23 
Rural and Migratory 135 211 56 38 70 6 - 516 

29,932 24,026 1,334 985 2,782 136 Ill 23 59,329 

Percentages 

Metropolitan City 98·5 96·2 73·6 91·5 95'4 68·7 I 100 96·6 
Country Urban 1'0 2·9 22'2 4·7 2·5 27'3 

I 
2·5 

Rural and Migratory 0·5 o·8 4·2 3·8 2·5 4·0 0·9 



TABLE 5. Jewish Population of Afelhourne (Census Totals)* 

Municipali!J 

Ci/y of Melbourne 
(North Melb., Carl-

18!}1 1901 19:u 1933 19,17 1-'9_>_< _ __ ,g5_, _ 

ton, East Mclb.) 
Total 1,576 2,426 2,272 1,959 2,800 3,003 2,613 1,677 

Percentage ~~]~~ ~~-.-,.-,---5--7-
-/,-,-,-,-E-ru-,-(-R-,-.,-h-m_o_n_d_,+-- ___ I___ --- ----

Colling,,Yood, 
Fitzroy) 
Total 5o8 ~I~ 869 571 369 55' 3" 

Percentage ,-4 ,., 19·9 24·9 l 19·3 12·5 6-4 2·6 
---------,---~----
Northern (Northcote, 

Preston, Heidelberg, 
Coburg, 
Brunswick, Shire 
Broadmeadows, 
Shire Keilor) 
Total 

Percentage 

'3 100 86 5o8 
------------------ --- ------

0·5 •·8 1·7 7·3 8·6 8·o 7•4 
------1---1---1--- --- --------- ---
We.stem (Essendon, 

Footscray, Wil­
liamstown) 
Total 

Percentage 

5 79 96 13, 195 '49 ,60 
------------------ -------

1·4 1·9 ,-o t•5 1·4 ,., o·9 --------,---,---,---,--- ------ ------
Southern (Port Melb., 

South Melb.) 
Total 

Percentage 

n6 

4·6 

356 

6·4 6·8 

38, 

5·5 

'49 

,-8 1·9 

,68 

1·3 o•9 
------1---1---1--- ------------
South-Eastern 

(Prahran, St. Kilda, 
Caulfield, Malvern, 
Brighton) 
Total 

Percentage 

319 1,019 1,186 2,826 3,991 8,140 12,g86 17,732 

12•5 44·8 55·6 6o·6 
-------1---1---c- ----------
Outer South-Eastern 
{Sandringham 

Mordialloc, Chel­
sea, Moorabbin, 
Oakleigh) 
Total 

Percentage 

' _71_5 -=-=-~ '9' 
0·1 0·1 0·1 o·6 I o·g 1·3 5·9 8·7 

• From Charles Price, Jewish Settlers in Australia, Canberra, 1964, Appendix IXA. 



Outer Eastern (Box 
Hill, Nunawading, 
Ringwood, Dande~ 
nong, Springvale, 
Waverley) 
Total 

Percentage 

Eastern (Kew, Haw~ 
thorn, Camberwell) 
Total 

Percentage 

0-4 
5-14 

15-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64 
Over 65 

TABLE 5 (continued) 

i 
I ' I 

I I .. I 6 I ,5 I ,, 58 242 62, 

1-1--:-,-o-, 1--:-1~~-,--o 1-2-, 

__ s_ -=_ I _'_:''_J_~:_1 ~I 865 2,46, 3,692 

2•9 I 25 I 3·0 I 3·5 I 6·, ,05 I "6 
------ ---'--- ---------

IOO·O IOO·O : 100 0 ! 100•0 I 100 0 I 100'0 I 100 0 100 0 

0·3 

TABLE 10. Age Distribution 

Standard Australian Australian Jewish 
Western General Communiry 

Cammuniry Communiry -
1g61 1933 1g61 

% % % % 
12·0 10·5 5·7 6·7 
21•0 19·7 14'9 17•6 
18·0 14•3 16-4 10·7 
15"0 14•1 17•1 g·g 
12·0 13·7 16·4 16•3 
g·o 11·6 13'9 17·4 
7·0 8·o 8·7 12·0 
6-o 8·, 10·9 9·4 

100·0 IOO·O I 100·0 100·0 



Birthplau 

Auitralasian born 
United Kin1:dom 
\Vc~tern and Central 

Europe• 
Southern Europe• 
Eastern Europe• 
Unspecified Europe 
Asia 
Africa 
America 
Umpcdficd 

Victoria 

TABLE 6. Origin of Australian Jewry in Percentages 

( Comparison of 1911, 1954, and 1961 Censuses) 

N,S,W, Qurmsland S.A. W.A. Tasmania Auslralia To/al 

-1- - - - - - - - -1-1- -1-1- ··'1- ~ _,_I_ <>I 01 0/ Of QI OI 111 <>' 01 OI 01 01 OI U' U' (1' O, Uf <,I F () ()' 
10 ,o ro ,o 10 m m 10 m ,o 10 ,o 10 10 ,o ,o ,o ,., m I ,o ,o 

'163·:; I 36·2 37'5 65·,1 30'5 38·3 64·0 50•5 53'1 68·2 42·1 36·8 51·7 I 51·9 I 56·.j. 71·5 48·1 45·0 63•,j. i 38·9 13!)'1 
167 6·9 6·8 15·5 11·8 10·7 1b·9 10'\l 11'0 16·6 11•5 14·4 15'5 10•1 10·4 I 11·0 7·2 8·4 16·5 j 9',j. B·B 

4•; 19·1 16·7 ' 4'4 25•3 25•2 6·8 12·6 11·1 I 3'4 1(1'1! 14·0 I 6·9 7'7 I 0'6 2·3 30·9 32·8 4·7 I 20·8 19·5 
0·1 0•2 . 0·3 I 0·1 0·4 0·3 0•1 0·1 0·2 I - 0·3 o·,t o•r 0·3 0·3 - 0·5 - 0·1 I 0•3 0·3 

10·0 31'6 I 2!l'7 9'3 14·6 13·3 9'4 1U·2 14·1 U·o i 8·8 5•6 , 1U·3 q·U 11·7 8·4 10·0 6·6 10·.; 23·1 21·,t 
0·9 1·6 3'3 o·ti !'6 3·6 0·4 1·3 2·0 o·-1-1 2·0 2·4 I 2·,t o·8 1·1 - 0·5 2·2 o·!) I 1·5 3·2 
I'll 3·3 4·0 o·B 4'3 5'5 0•4 4'3 5'1 0·9 3·7 3·5 i 2·5 12·7 11·5 o·8 2·3 3·0 l'I 4'3 5·0 
0·5 o·8 1·3 O'!l 1·1 2·5 0·4 1·2 2·1 1·1 15·2 l!l'II I 0·5 1·2 1·6 1·6 - l'O 0·7 1·1 2·2 
0·7 0·3 0·4 0·9 o·G o·6 0·1 0·9 1·3, 0·3 0·2 1·1 1 o·:; o·:; 0·4 o·8 0•5 1·0 0·7 I 0·5 1 o·:; 

. 2·0 - - 2·1 o·8 - 1·5 0·7 - 1·1 I - - I 1·6 - ! - 3·6 - - 1•5 I o·r j --

1
100·0 100•0 IOO•o 100•0 IOO·o 100'0 100•0 100•0 IOO·O 100'0 

1

/100·0 100·0 !100·0 100'01100·0 1100·0 100•0 100'0 100•01100·:·i1-oo·o 
I I I I I ___ ,_'-·· 

*For detail of the dlvisioni of Europe ~cc Table 7• 



Au$tralasia 
United Kingdom 
Wcs/irn & Central Europe 

Austria 
Czecho,lovakia 
Germany 
Hungary 
Netherland$ 

Soutlimt Europe 
Malta & Greece 
Italy 

TABLE 7. Australian Jewry according to Birthplace, 1g61 Census 

Vidoria \ N.S. W. I Quunslar,d I S.A. __ J __ W.A, I Tasmania I A,C, T. N.T. 

~o I Xo, % I Ne, ~~- No. I % I No, 1 % ~~I No. l % No. 1~1 Ne,_ 

i 11,242 37'.'i !l,206 
j 2,021 6·0 2,575 

! 1,157 3'0 1,338 
755 12•5 806 

1,959 

I 

6·6 1,750 
1,029 3·4 12,055 

8, 0•3 "' ,, o·, " ,, o·, 53 

-- --- --- --- --- ---- --- --- --- -- - --- ___ , __ _ 
383 I 708 53, 363 s(io ,,568 16·4 6t , 410 50 4,il JO : ·n-s 
10 7 116 1 l'O 142 14•.j. 1289 10 4 II 8 4 8 7 2 I I 4·3 

55 24 1·8 23 23 57 2·0 13 9·7 8 7·2 2 87 
3 .'.I 15 1 2 21 2 I ll6 0'9 3 2 2 3 2 7 - -
7':l (ig 5'2 56 5'7 !)O 3"3 21 15'5 !) 8 J I 4'3 
N 3' n." 0 ~ 7 N ' "-I 
o·5 a o·6 !) o·o 3 0·1 - - - - - I 
o·, 
o·, 3 ' o·, 0·4 ' 6 

o•, 
o·, 

AuJ/rafia Tata/ 

11,. " •o -- --
23,208 3Q'f 

5,193 8·8 

2,622 4'•l 
1,629 ,., 
3,9.~5 ,., 
3,161 >, 

'" 0',l 

H o·, 
"3 o·o 

Latvia 73 0·2 50 0·2 2 01 3 03 17 o·6 - - - - - - 145 0·2 
Lithuania I 8!) 0·3 75 0·3 1 o I 5 0·5 2 0·1 I - - 1 o·o - - 173 o· 

E,,,,m £.,op, j I / I 
Poland 7,769 25·9 2,307 9·6 !)!) 7'5 31 3·2 201 7·2 1 6 4'4 9 8·1 I 1 4'3 10,423 11·il 
Ukraine 13} "} 2 2 0·1 '} 1 26 
U.S.S.R. 912 3'! 690 ·9 82 6·:.i I 16 1·6 104 3·7 j 3 0, I I 0·9 II 1,808 3'1 
Yugoslavia 61 0·2 61 O';! 2 0·1 3 o 1 - - - _ - - 127 o·:.i 

Other Europe 986 3•3 833 3·6 27 :.i o 24 2·4 29 I 1 1 I 3 - I 5 4·5 1 4·3 1,908 3·2 
---- ---·- --· --·-- -------- --- --------- --- ___ , ___ ---------

Total Europe 16,992 56·8 12,7.15 53•1 !Ill 384 :163 368 839 I 30·1 / 67 50·0 I 45 40·5 ) 6 25·9 31,568 53·2 

India, Pakistan, Ceylon 3,1 - . 145 - 3 - :.i - --6 -, - ;j - - 1 -=-, 1 4·3 192 0·3 
Other Asia (incl. Israel} 1,163 - 1,181 -- 65 - 312 - 315 I - '. 4 - . !) - i 2 8·7 12,771 4'7 

I 
----------------------,- -----

Tota\Asia 1,1n7 4·0 1,3126 5·5 68 5•r 3,t , 3·5 321 ; 11·5 I 4 3·0 io o·o 3 13·0 2,963 5·0 

South Afriea I 86 - 144 - JO - 6 
1 

- l-;--1 - 1 - 3 ~-: 1 4·3 126,t 
Other Africa I I 

{incl. Egypt) I 1296 I - 452 - 18 - 1208 - 31 - 1 - 12 - i 1 4·3 1,009 

Tota\Afriea ! 381211·3 596 ___ 2·5.! 28 2·1 214 21·8 _4·~·- 1·6 _2_ 1·0·,_5 _4'5 ! :.i_ 8·7 1,2731 2·2 

Canada I 8 - 20 - I :.l - 2 - - - I - - - i - - 33 
United States I 75 - 110 - q - 9 - 4 - 1 - 1 1 -

1
. 1 4'3 1215 

01herAmerica 29 - 17 - , I - - I - 6 - 1 - i - - , I 4'3 54 

Tota!America 112 0·4 1.n o·6_i_ 17 
1 

1·3 i 11 1·1 10 0·4 _ :.l 1·0 _:. 1 0·9 I 2 - 8·7 302 I 0·5 

' ' I I ' Othcr(unspedfie<l) _I 7 - 6 - I :.i - - - - - - , - 1 - - . - - 15 

Grand Tata/ 12!),!)32 - 24,026 - 1,33,j. I - I 985 - 2,'782 - I 136 i - I 111 - I 23 ___ - 59,329 



TABLE 8. Australia, States and Territories-Number of Jews classified according to Occupational Status, Census, r96r 

N.S.W. Vic. Qld. S.A. W.A. Tas, N.T. A.C.T. Australia 
Occupatfonal Status -------

M F M F M F M F ~~J_F_ M F M F ~/ __ F_ M F 
--- --- --- ---

In JVork Force: 
At Work:-

Employer 2,103 749 2,793 1,008 "' 36 49 ,6 ''" 66 ,6 , 
' - 3 4 g,369 1,881 17"7% 6•1% 18·7% 6·7% 15·5% 5·7% 10·0% 3·2% 20•9% 4·7% 20·0% 3·6% 15·4% - 4·8% 8·2% I '2% 6·3% Self-employed 1,039 484 1,570 663 75 ,, ,, ,6 ,38 33 ' ' ' ' ' ' 2,862 1,219 8·0% 4·0% 10·5% 4·4% 10·7% 3·0% 6•0% 3·2% 10·0% 2·3% 11·1% 1·8% 7·7% 20•0% 1·6% 2·1% 9•7% 4·1% Employee (a) 4,339 2,678 4,5,t5 2,776 "' 97 217 97 364 ,,s 35 '4 9 ' 36 " 9,766 5,873 36·7% 21·9% 30·3% 18·6% 31·5% 15·4% 44·6% 19·4% 25·9% 14·2% 44·0% 25·0% 69·2% 20·0% 58•1% 22•4% 33·0% 19·7% Helper (b) " 40 ,6 69 ' - - , 

' ' - ' - - - - 40 "4 0•2% 0·4% 0·1% 0·5% 0·1% - - 0·4% 0·1% 0·1% - 1·8% - - - - 0·1% 0·4% Not at Work (c) ,86 '" 335 "5 " 4 3 3 ,, 7 ' - - - - - 564 35' 1·6% 1·0% 2·2% 1·5% 1·7% 0·6% 0·6% 0·6% 1·9% 0·5% 1•3% - - - - I'!)% 1·2% Nol in Work Foret: 4,143 8,122 5,734. io,208 ,84 476 ,88 365 579 1,072 ,, 38 ' 6 " 6/]% 
10,970 20,320 35·0% 66·6% 38•2% 68·3% 40•5% 75·3% 38·8% 73•:.1% 41·2% 78·2% 23·7% 67·8% 7'7% 6o·o% 35•5% 37·1% 68·3% 

M = Male F""' Female 
(a) On wage or salary. 
(b) Not on wage or salary. 
(c) The category 'Not at Work' includes those who stated that they were uiually engaged in work but were not actively seeking a job at the time of the Census by reason of sick­

ness, accident, etc., or because they were on strike, changing jobs, or temporarily laid off, etc. It also includes persons able and willing to work but unable to secure employ­
ment, as well as casual and seasonal workers not actually in a job at the time of the Census. The numbers shown as 'Not at \Vork', therefore, do not represent the number pf 
unemployed available for work and unable to obtain it, 

Employers 
Self-employed 
Employee 

O,mpational Status of Jewi.1!1 Malts in Work Force 

1947 
Jtws 

35·4% 
18·7% 
45·9% 

1947 
Gm.Pop, 

8·2% 
14·3% 
77•4% 

19:;4 
Jews 

33·9% 
17·7% 
48·4% 

1961 
Jews 

26·7% 
15·0% 
58·3% 

1961 
Gm, Pop. 

7•4% 
12·0% 
80·6% 



TABLE ga. Age of the Australian Jewish Population 
(according to rg61 Census) 

-- ·--- . I South Australia ! 
Age last 
birthday 

Queensland Tmmania A.C.T. N.T. 

0-4 
5-9 

10-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
3o-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 
55-59 
60-64 
65-69 

70 & Over 

Mai, I F,mafr I Tata/ Mai, I F,mafr I Tata/ Mai, Femafr I Tata/ I Mah I Female I Tata/ I Male I Female / Tata/ 

52 37 89 42 31 73 5 5 10 8 3 II - I 1 1 
53 43 96 33 38 71 6 2 8 3 3 6 - , I I 

57 43 100 36 37 73 - 2 2 4 5 9 - - -
42 33 75 39 34 73 4 - 4 6 4 IO - - -

30 25 55 33 IJ 50 6 I 7 4 5 9 3 I 4 
43 29 72 22 2t 43 5 5 IO 8 5 13 3 2 5 
37 34 71 34 38 72 9 4 13 4 4 8 I l 2 
43 46 89 29 37 66 6 4 IO 4 5 9 - 2 2 
53 39 I 92 49 35 84 4 3 7 5 3 8 1 1 2 
51 52 103 32 40 72 5 5 10 4 2 6 I t 2 
52 50 102 44 48 92 6 6 I~ 6 3 9 2 - 2 
49 50 ·1' 99 26 33 59 10 5 15 3 4 7 I - I 

36 51 87 2I I 25 46 6 4 10 t 3 4 - - -
45 33 i 78 17 17 34 3 6 9 2 - 2 l - I 
59 67 j 126 29 48 I 77 5 4 9 - - - ' - - I -
___ I___ --1---1 

Total 702 632 / t,334 ) 486 i 499 ! 985 80 56 136 62 ) 49 III I 13 10 23 

Under 20 

20-49 
Over 50 

27·0% 
36·1% 
36·9% 

29·5% 
39·3% 
31·2% 

17·6% 
42·0% 
40·4% 

32 '5% 
47·7% 
19·8% 

8·7% 
73·9% 
17'4% 



TABLE gb. Age of the Australian Jewish Population 
(according to 1g61 Census) 

Age lasl 
birthday 

Victoria I N.S. W. I Western Australia Ausfralian Total Australian 
General 

.Nfale · I I i I I Population Female Total Afale Female Total 11,fale Female I Total 11,[ale Female Total % % 
-------------------- --

0-4 1,045 1,o80 2,125 709 760 1,469 llO I02 I 2I2 1,971 2,019 3,990 6-7 
5-9 I,333 I,235 2,568 94I 831 1,772 125 I I I 236 2,494 2,264 4,758 8·o 

10-14 1,6ss 1,544 3,199 1,oss 1,006 2,o61 136 ng I 2ss 2,943 2,756 s,699 9·6 
15-19 982 967 1,949 764 773 1,537 97 87 184 1,934 1,898 3,832 6·5 
20-24 592 659 1,251 482 521 1,003 61 ,o I 131 1,211 1,299 2,510 4·2 
25-29 589 652 1,241 488 498 986 71 63 134 1,229 1,275 2,504 4·2 
30-34 I 717 943 J,660 646 746 1,392 88 75 163 1,536 1,845 3,381 5'7 
35-39 : 1,157 1,349 2,506 941 1,046 1,987 88 97 I 185 2,268 2,586 4,854 8·2 
40-44 ! 1,256 1,284 2,540 919 936 1,855 88 104 192 2,375 2,405 4,780 8·1 
45-49 I 1,372 1,332 2,704 1,096 1,031 2,127 120 88 208 2,681 2,551 5,232 8·8 
50-54 ! 1,459 1,070 2,529 1,143 1,006 2,149 IJ8 113 231 2,830 2,296 5,126 8·6 i 
55-59 i 1,025 794 1,819 880 793 1,673 IOI 108 209 2,095 1,787 3,882 6-6 I 
65-69 514 488 1,002 465 544 1,009 43 45 88 1,090 1,133 2,223 3·8 I 
60-64 I 726 768 1,494 661 754 1,415 78 86 164 1,529 1,691 3,220 5·4 

70 & Over 571 774 1,345 i 641 950 1,591 80 110 190 1,385 1,953 3,338 5·6 I 

Total ]14,993114,939 29,932 j11,831 112,195 24,026 1,404 1,378 12,782 29,571 /29,758 59,329 100·0) 

Under 20 
20-49 
50 & Over 

32 ·9% 
39·7% 
27·4% 

28·4% 
38·9% 
32·7% 

3 1 ·9% 
36·4% 
3 1 '7% 

30·8% 
39·2% 
30·0% 

10·5 
IO·O 

9"7 
n 
6,6 
6·2 
7·0 
7'3 
6-5 
6-3 
5·4 
4·4 
3·8 
3·2 
5'4 

100·0 



AGE PYRAMID - AUSTRALIA JUNE 1961 

Males 

,r---~--~ 
r-J 

thousands 500 
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1950 
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TABLE I I a. Australia, States and Territories-Number of Jews classified according to Conjugal Condition, Census, 1961 

C011fu1u1( 
condition 

Gtmrol 
population Qumislond South 

Auslro/io Tosmanio Auslralion 
Copital TtrrilorJ 

Norlhtrn 
Ttrritory 

Male, \ F,molts Male, Ftmalu J.falt1 Ftma/e, I }.fal,s Ftmalts J.falt1 Ftmalts }.falts ~ 

% I% N,.1 % N,.1 % N,. % N,. % N,.1_% N,. % N,. % N,. % N,. % N,.1 % 
Nm, m"'fod- I I ·1 I 

Under 15ycarsofagc 30·6 I 29·0 162 23•1 123 19·5 111 ::12·8 106 21·2 11 13•8 g 16·1 15 24·2 11 ::12•4 - 2 I 20·0 
15yc:mofagcandover 20·7 14·8 n2 17°4 66 10·4 96 19·8 61 12·3 20 I~ 5 8·9 13 21·0 8 16·4 4 30·8 -1 

51·3 I 4·1'7 284 40•5 189 20·9 207 42·6 167 33·5 31 38·8 14 25·0 28 45"2 19 38·8 4 30·8 2 I 20·0 Total never married 

Married 
!\forded but permanemly 

sepam1e<l 
Widowed 
Divorced 

Grand Total 

, 45., 378 53·8 335 53·0 251 51·6 243 48·7 43 53·8 30 53·6 32 !'11·6 26 53·1 8 61·5 8 / 8o·o 

1"5 14 2·0 5 00·8 10 2·1 6 1·2 - ·- I 1•7 - - I ll'O - - - I -
7'9 Ill 3'0 95 14•9 121 2'5 77 15•4 3 3'7 9 16•1 - - I 2·0 - - - -
o·8 5 0·7 8 1•4 6 I'll 6 I'll 3 3'7 ll 3·6 2 3•2 ll 4'1 I 7•7 - -

1,000 l-;:-i moo 1,,, i moo 1486 j '°'o . 4991 ;:: 8o ,ooo I 56 moo . 6, I mo·o I_"'/ moo i ,, moo 

4,1·5 ,., ,., 
0·7 

1--
I 100'0 I 



TABLE I I b. Australia, States and Territories-Number of Jews classified according to Conjugal Condition, Census, r!fir 

Conjugal 
condition 

General 
population 

Ntw South 
Wales Victoria Wutcrn 

Australia Australia 

Malts r;.;:~-;;~·11· M,/,, l F,m'.I" I M,i" I F,m'.I" I M,iu I Fcm,lu I M,/,, F,m,I" 

% I % I N,. I % I No. I % I No. I % I No. I % I No. \ % I No. ! % I No. I % No. I % 
Nmcmoniod 1-1

1
-·-1-1-1····-·-·-1--1-1--1-1_1 ___ 1---1-· 

Under 15 I _ 
26·9 3,859 25·8 26·4 7,408 23·6 30·6 2 9'9 2,705 22·8 2,597 21·3 4,033 37, 33' 24·1 25•0 7,039 years of age 

15 years of 
age and 
over 

I I . I •0·7 ·I •4·8 ,,on .i •7·0 ' ,,536 I ,a·G 1 ,,3,3 I •5·5 I ,,6741 n·, I ,36 •6·8 ,70 .,., . 4,8,5 ,6-3 I 3,5,0 I n·8 

----- l-'-'_·,_1.~_-1 ___ ._,7_•6_1_,_9_·8_1_•_·'_33_1_,_,_·• ___ 6,_s,_6_1_._._·• _ _ ,_,,_,,_II !_1·0_1_6_01 _ _ ._,_., _ _ s_o_, _,_G_·, _ _ .. _,,_,, __ ._._., __ '°_,,_,_• II_,_,_·• .. 
Total never 

Married 

Marr~cd 1 44·5145•1 6,556 55·4 I 6,I08 50·1 8,098154•0 7,749 51•9 I 733 52·2 682 49·5 116,099 54·4 15,181 51·0 
Married but I 

permanently 
separated 1.3 I 1.5 130 1•1 131 1•1 114 0·81 120 I 0·81 15 l'I I 20 1·51 083 I •·o I 2841 •·o 

Widowed 2·2 1 7•9 268 2•3 1,607 j 13·2 309 2·0 1,380 j 9•2 29 2•1 159 t 1·6 642 2·2 3,328 I 1·2 
Divorced 0•7 i o•8 I 161 1•4 216 1·7 u6 o·8 157 1

1 
1•1 20 1•4 15 1·1 314 1·1 406 1·4 

I 
I . I 

Grand Total IOO·o j JOO•o 11,831 iIOo·o 12,195 100·0 j14,993 IIOo·o i14,939 l100•0 j,,404100•011,378!100·0129,571 IIOo·o 129,7581100·0 



TAB LE I 2. Number of Marriages celebrated according to the Rites of the 
Jewish Religion 

I ,956 I ,957 J ,9581,959 

I I 
' ! Rate per 1,000 

State ,gfio I ,!)6, 
i 

of population 
I ,!)6, 
I 

Victoria '" ,83 I '5' ,57 ,67 ,66 S-5 N.S.W. "3 ,., "" n6 ,30 "9 4·9 
Queensland ' ' 7 3 7 2 '"5 South Australia 3 ' ' - 4 ' 2·03 
\Vestern Australia ,6 7 '4 '9 '3 '° 3·6 
Tasmania - 6 - - ' ' 

I 
6·6 

Aus. Capital Territory - -
I 

- - - - -
Northern Territory - - - - - - -

---
Australia 270 340 I 292 I 295 322 300 I 5·05 (7·31) 

TABLE 13. Mixed Marriages as recorded in Gen.ruses, 19u-1g61 

Australia 
% 

1

1

, N.S. W. ! Victoria I Queensland i S.A. W.A. I T a.smania 
%1% %1%% % 

-(a_)_J_,-w-,,-h-J_V._ift ____ , ___ --1, !--+--:----1----

Married to-
Jewish husband 

191 I 87·0 88·0 !I 84·0 89·0 87·0 75·0 87·0 
1921 84•0 86·0 78·0 88·0 87·0 75•0 84·0 
1933 87·0 93-0 85•0 85·0 92·0 85·0 89•0 
1961 92·0 96•0 83·0 86·0 94•0 100·0 94·0 

Non-Jewish husband 
19II 
191H 
1933 
1961 

(b) Jewish Husband 
Married to-

Jewish wife 
1911 
1921 
1933 
1961 

Non-Jewish wife 
19II 
1921 
1933 
1961 

13·0 
16-0 
13·0 
8·o 

45·0 
32·0 
33·0 
29·0 

68-o 
79·0 
55·0 
76·0 

32·0 
21•0 
45·o 

I 24·0 

13·0 
13·0 
8·o 
6·o 

19·0 
26-0 
16-0 
21·0 

42·0 
45·0 
35·0 
33•0 

13·0 
16•0 
II·O 
6·o 

73·0 
71·0 
80·0 
88•0 

27•0 
29·0 
20·0 
12·0 



TABLE 14. 111ixed Afarriagu as Recorded in 1961 Census iri Various States 

N.S.W. Victoria Quumland S.A. W.A. i Tasmania A.C.T. N.T. 
·-·-~ ·-----

' 
a) Jewish Wife 

Married to-
525 94·0% I Jewish husband 5,455 92·0% 7,200 96·0% 285 83·0% 210 85·7% 20 100% 25 100% -

Church of England husband 
,85} ,00} 20} '5} 25} 

- - -
Catholic husband Bo B·o'¾ ~~ 4·0% ~ 17·0% Ii 14·3% l 6·0% 

- - -
Other Protestant husband 120 o - - ,0 rno% 
Others, incl. not stated go 50 - - -

----·--------- . ., ·--- -
5,930 7,500 345 245 560 20 25 ,0 

~~· --·-- -~- --·--- ----- -· ----
:b) Jewish Husband 

Married to-
Jewish wife 5,455 86·0% 7,200 91·2% 285 71·0% 210 76·4% 525 78·9% 20 66·7% 25 71·4% -
Church of England wife 

390} ,25} 35} 35} 60} '°} ~}28·6% 
Catholic wife 185 14·0'¾ 175 8·8'¾ ;~ 29·0% I~ 23·6% 30 21·1'¾ = 33·3% Other Protestant wife 210 o 220 o 35 ° 
Others, incl. not stated ,00 75 ,0 '5 >5 ,0 100% 

·- . -----
6,340 7,895 400 275 665 30 35 ,0 



TABLE 15. Mixed Marriages, Outside Metropolitan Area, 1961 Census 
·-

I Australia N.S.W. I Victoria I Q;tecnsland I S.A. I W.A. I Tasmania I A.C.T. 

I I (a) Jewfrh Wife 
Married to Jew 1395 72% ,so 76·6% I 65 56·6% ,05 84% 20 66·7% I 20 66·7% 5 100% 25, 100· 
Mixed marriage 155 28% 55 23·4% 50 43·4% 20 16% '° 33·3% 

I 
'° 33·3% - -

(b) Jewish Husband 
Married to Jewess I 395 66·9% ,Bo 6y4% 65 ·6s% ,05 80·8% 20 100% 20 44·4% 5 50% 25 71·,i 
Mixed marriage '95 33· 1 % 95 34:6% 35 35% 25 19·2% , - i 25 55·6% 5 50% '° 28·( 

% 

'• % 
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general community). J:Jowcn~r, in the Jewish connnunity 
the Yast majority of these people arc already in the over 
-!O group, with a particularly small share in the 20's. In 
addition, the Jewish community has a substantially higher 
proportion of oYer 60 year olds, and this surplus of old 
people is bahmccd by a shortage of young, a Ye1·y disturb­
ing factor pointing ominously to the c-rentual decimation 
of Australian ~Jewry unless new 1-ra-res of immigration 
prudde the reYitalizing influences as they ha-re done in 
the past. 

\Yhi.lc the general Australian population figures show 
a 10 per cent larger number of males than females, the 
Jcwi!:,h fig1u·es are almost e-renly balanced (only 187 more 
females than males). 1 t is also interesting to note that 
Australian Jc,\TY has a preponderance of males in the 
0-19 age group and again among those between 45 and 59 
years of age, while there arc more women than men in the 
:W-44 age group and again in the age group of 60 and over. 

Tables lla and llb gh-e the number of Jews classified 
according to conjugal condition. Jn this respect there arc 
no significant differences between J mrs in the various 
States. On the whole they show a somewhat larger p1·0-
po1·tio11 of J·e,rs married than in the gcnel'al Australian 
population. Another noteworthy fact is that thcl'c is a 
rather significantly larger propol'tion of Jewish ,ridmYs in 
eyer~- State of the Commonwealth. Another factor ,rorth 
noting is the rather lal'gcr proportion of Jmrish diYorcees 
than is shown for the general population. ]~n~n allowing 
for the Catholic content of the general population and add­
ing the "pc1111ancntly separated" group to that of the 
"divorced", we can sec that the Jewish rate is still running 
ahead of that of the general population. 

Although little enough comfort can be gained fi·om the 
age pattern of .. A .. ustrulinn Jp,n·~- predously examined, a 
look at the marriage rates diseloses a :further reason fot 
concern about the nbility of Australian ~Jewry to maintain 
its current nlmwrical strength. Befon• referring to mar­
riage figures, ho,YCYer, ,re must drm,· attention to a reser­
n1tion about the completeness of the figures presented. 
1'he information 1·cco1·dcd at the time o.[ marriage does not 
teqnire any particulars ('Oncetning the 1·cligion of the 
partners. ''".J('wish maiTiagei/' as recorded in marriage 
statistics nwrelv cover those• recorded ln- celebrants of 
~Jewish maiTiugC. The~· ,Yould not include' a marriage by 
two .Jews if their mmTiaµ:c· was c-ont1·acted at a Uc.n-crnment 
lkgistrnl'·s Offic<'. 
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Some :;light allowance must therefore be made for the 
Jewish rate running below that of the general community, 
although, taking into account the religious basis of the 
Jewish community, one might expect the number of such 
purely civil marriages to be balanced by the fact that (as 
·we liaye predously noted) proportionately more Jews are 
getting married. 

Be that as it may, in 1961 the Jewish marriage rate 
was 5.05 marriages per 1,000 of population as compared 
with the OYcrall Australian rate of 7 .31. lu the subsequent 
years of 1962 and 1963 the J·cwish rate was eyen lower. 
This can be partly explained by a sharp fall in the number 
of Jews in the 20-30 age group, but for a full explanation 
1·ecourse must also be had to such in.formation as is aYail­
ablc on intermarriage. Because no religion is recorded at 
the time of marriage, the only source of information in 
this regard de1·h-es from the census. These figures, "·hich 
arc contained in Tables 13, 1± and 15, arc illuminating, 
but again are subject to some se1·ious shortcomings: 
1. Thc:r include only those couples who on the census 

night ,rerc residing together. They also coyer only 
those couples ,rho l'ecorded their diffcl'ent religions on 
the ccnsu:; forms. (The answel' to the question was not 
compulsory). 

~- 'fhe figures do not c0Yc1· couples in which neither part­
ner disclosed an:,T religion, nor do they include couples 
liYing apart-either dfrorced, separated, or en~u only 
temporarily absent. )dl these categories would un­
cloubtedl:,· include some mixed mar1·iagcs. 

3. The figures also do not di:;close rnmTiages in which 
either partner \\·as eonYerted either to Judaism or out 
of it, either before or after marriagL'. \Yhcre conye1·­
sion occurred into ,Judaism, the marriage would in 
these tables be included as "Jewish", ,rhile in the 
reycrse case of a J·ew JrnYing been conYerted out of 
Judaism Ol' not rC'cording his religion, the marriage 
would not be ineludcd in the figures. Again in this 
categor:,T n nurnlwr of mixed marriages would exist. 
..:Uthough tlwsl' l'l'scrn1tions detract from the complete­

Hess of the tables, they oft'c:1· some information on tlw 
minimal extent of mixed nunTiag:e.s in ..'."\.ustralia. In inter­
preting them, we must clearly 11.nderstand that the actual 
extent of mixed rnarriag('s wi]l undoubk<.ll:,T Jx, gl'ratcr­
how much gTeater is, unfortunatel:,-, a matter for conjec­
ture and must remain so until the means, both technical 
and finaueial. a1·0 aYailahlc to conduct n snrYc:,· 111 greakt· 
depth. 
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l'ettain factots, howen•rJ emerge clearly enough to 
warrant the foll(nring comme11ts: 
(a) A comparison between the oYerall Australian figures 

for the Yarious census years shmrs a rising trend of 
intermarriage between 1911 and 1921, followed by a 
substantial drop in the period between 1921 and 1933, 
and a further decrease between 1933 and 1961. During 
these periods Australian Jewry experienced its largest 
influx of immigrants, ,rith a resultant intensification 
of Jewish life. This fact01· would, 110 doubt, account 
for the arrest of assimilatory tendencies so clearly 
CYident from the earlier figures. Limited satisfaction 
can therefore be <lcrfred only from the great improye­
ment of the 1961 fig1u·cs as compared ·with those from 
earlier censuses. .A better test of the degree of inter­
mcnTiage ctn'l'entl~· taking place in Australia ,rill be 
possible only after the 1966 figures can be compared 
with those of 1961, coYering as they ,rill a current 
period and one in which the rclatiYely settled ways of 
the c01m1rnnity arc not orcrshadowcd by the arrh·al 
of large numbers of newcomers. 

( b) It is interesting, though not surprising, to note that 
the figures throughout disclose a substantially greater 
number of J mrish males marr,riug out than Jewish 
J:emales, although the figures of mixed marriages out­
side the rndropolita11 al'ea shmY a much smaller dis­
crepancy in that 1·egard than in the capital cities. Jn 
Victorian and South Australian country towns and 
rural areas this trend has eYen been rcxersed. 

( c) Some rescrn1tion must be exercised in comparing the 
percentage figures for the States Ju-wing smallet Jewish 
communities ,Yith those of Xc,r South '\Yales and 
Victoria. \Yith their smaller m·erall nmnhcrs each 
mixed marriage represents 1 of course, a gteater rela­
tiye rise in the percentage figures. This also applies 
to the figure for mixed martiages out:-;hle the metro­
politan areas. 

(<l) Finally, the figt11'l'S elearly slum· that intc1·mm·riagc 
is at its lm\·est in arC'as of actiYc ,Jc,Yish life, the major 
decreases having occurred in the States ,Yith tlw 
largest 1rnmher of recent immigrants (Yictoria mid 
New South "\Yales). 
This finding: h; in line ,rith similar dl.lta in other parts 

of the wotld. Summarizing his "Studies of .Jewish Inter­
marriage in the l~nited States", Brieh Rospntlrnl obsCl'\"('S 
tlrnt they '"l'cw•al the effrc·t of the size• of tlw .Jewixh l'Olll­

munit~· upon the mtP of intermarriage"_:; 
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.• :-!. comparison of the on~rall Australian intermari·iage 
rates with those of the less populous State, and, eYen more 
so, a comparison of the figures for any particular State 
with those of '"outside metropolitan area" in the same 
State, 1Yill confirm that these obserrntions arc also applic­
able to Australia. 

It is of particular importance for us also to take note 
o.1: a warning contained in Rosenthal's analysis of Jewish 
intermarriage figures in the \Vashington area: 

The analysis of the "Tashington data has reycalcd that the inter· 
marriage rate rises from about 1 per C'Cnt among the first generation 
-the foreign horn immigrants-to 10.2 per cent for the native-born 
of fot·cign parentage and to l/S) per cent for the native-born of 
native parentage (thil'd and iiubsct1ucnt generations_). The considc1·­
abk diff('rcutials that wt>re ohscrn~d in the intermarriage rntes 
among the first, second, and thil'd generations have a threefold 
significan('e: 
L The~· show that the J cwish community of the United States is 

subject to the processes of assimilation and amalgamation in 
such a manner that the ethnic and religious bonds that welderl 
the immigrant generation into a highly organized community arc 
becoming progrcssiwly weaker. 

:L They cast doubt on the doctdne of the persistence o.f religious 
('lHlogamy hl American life and on the idea of the "return of the 
thir<l gent'r:ttion". 

:.i. They n•veal that a total intcrmaniage rate is not very meaningful. 
Since intermarriage is virtually completely absent among the 
first-gen~rntion immigrants, the gross rnte hides the process of 
assmilation tlmt i:- at work among subsequent generations. 

The numerical predominance of foreign-born Jews in 
the .Australian communities and the absence of further 
research preclude us from drawing meaningful compari­
sons between the Australian and American figures in this 
respect at this particular stage of the deYelopment o.l'. 
Australian Jewry. 

It wouhl, howeYer, take a rash man to say that the 
obseryations ·which Rosenthal makes in respect of second 
and third generations in America may not equally be 
applicable to the Australian Jewish scene when it reaches 
a comparable stage of den~lopment. The attached tables in 
fact point to a parallel dewlopment in the apparent arrest 
of assimilatory tendencies during periods of intense immi­
gration. The figures 1·eyealcd by the American studies, 
therefore, l'C'IH'esent a warning to )~ .. ustralian .Jewry of the 
problems which lie ahead. 

Rosenthal's final obsc.'1Tation also appears to me 1.o 
hold significnnt rc•lc-Yancc for the Australian scene, if not 
of the 1Jrcsent, then at least for the future. He ·writes: 

That iufrrnmrriagt• u::mall)' ~pells the t•ml of bdonging to th1• 
,Je\\"i~h g"l'Oup i:- tlC'-monstrat('d hy the fact that in at least 70 1w1· 
ccnl of tht> mixt•d f:unilics in Greater "~ashington tlw children an· 
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not identified with the .Jewish group. This finding, which repeats 
('arlier European t'xpel'iences, takes on special significance if yiewed 
against the fact that the fertility of the Jewish population in the 
United Stah•s is harcly sufficient to maintain its present size. In 
the :th:-t•nc(• of lai·ge-scale immigration, lt may well be that i11tcr-
1na1Ti:igt' i:; going to he of eyer increasing significance in the future 
d1 1rnogrnphil' hah1111·e ot the ,Jewish population in the United State~ . 

.. A..lthough the fign1·cs and tables presented in this study 
hl•ar no dir(•et relationship to the American stuclic::;, l haYe 
quoted at some length from the conclusions chawn by 
Hoscnthal because l bclicYc that trends are alreadr 
obsern1b]e here- of Australian Jewry dcYcloping along 
social lines similar to those known by our .. c\.merican co11-
gencrs during the past fifty ~~ears . 

.. Ai this stage, howcn:-r, we are still-or should l say, 
again-a predominantly first generation immigrant com­
Hnmity. 'l'lw internrnrriage figures presented in this study 
mny tlwl'eforc mask the portents of the future . 

.. A. superficial glance at the great variety of actiYities 
which make up current J('wish life in .A.ustralia may easily 
h•;id us to the conclusion that these actiYitics in themselves 
represent a guarantpe of continuing strength and vitality 
of .. Australian .Jewry. To reach such a conclusion, how­
ever, \\·ould be misleading. It would ignore the funda­
mental sociological truth that no society is static and that 
,·i1al ehang·<..~~ arc constuntly occurring in the composition 
of each comnrnnity affecting the attitudes and outlook of 
slwcecding generations. 

This studv has examined Australian Je\\TY at the 
beginning of ·the sen:,nth decade of the twentieth cen­
tury. 1t shows a commm1ity vastly different in composi­
tion from that ·which \Yas Australian J·cw1T in earlier 
JH1t·ts of this century. 1t has also pointed to ihe fact that 
t,n~n1y years h(•ncc Australian Je,n·y ,rill again ])(' 
materialJ;~ different from its present pattern. Apm't from 
its contribution to our knmvledge of Australian Jewry in 
the J !l60's, l hope that this stnd0- will awaken the present­
day leadership of .Australian Jewry from the Delusion that 
the future of the community is secure because the present 
g-eneration shows a remarkable ritality. 

Tlw strnlv lulS shown that tlH' future of the Australian 
,JP,Yish connn'imitiC's rests upon demographically unsound 
foundations. }~yen posing the- question "ls there a future 
!'or .Aus1Ta11Hn ,h'"T>·? .. will be 1'<..'gardcd as heresy b>· man~·. 
Yt>t it is only by prC'ssing the question that thel'e seems to 
he any hope of nrousing the present generation of Jews in 
...--\nstralfa to the speeinl efforts that arc necessar~· to under­
stand their precarious position. 
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Uurrently, Jewish life in Australia has reached a peak. 
However, below the surface of the vitality of the com­
rnittecl ancl iin-olYccl, the alluring pressnres of the free 
society are causing a steady drift of the uninterested, if 
not disaffected, myay from Jewish communal life. \Ve do 
not ha Ye so many committed and responsible Jews that we 
can afford to be so carnlier about the uncornmittecl. More­
over, it is not the iirst time in Jewish history that some 
of the best J C\\"S made their contribution diYorccd from 
the setting of their connnunity rather than from ·within 
it and through it. Australia's actiYc post-war innnigration 
policy has created the basis of a pluralist society in Aus­
tralia. Australian ,Je"·1,y has so far failed to take :full 
aclnmtage of the opp01:tunities offered by this for the 
development of positiYe J·cwish community organization 
and of aetiYe group partieipntion in that society. 

In the years ahead, numbers, emotional 1notivation, and 
intensity of involvement are likely to decline as second and 
third generation attitudes replace those of the closely-knit 
communities dcrfring their current vitality largely from 
the impetus of first generation immigrants. It is hoped 
that, by drawing attention to these factors, this study will 
help underline the need for Australian Jewish conununities 
to probe below the surface of their current activities and 
analyse their problems. Vigorous joint efforts by all forces 
of Jewish life must he undei'takcu, to strengthen the group 
to continue as viable communities in an .Australian environ­
ment. 

NOTES 
1 L. ~L Goltlman, 1'Jw Je1rs of Yictoria in the l[Jth century, pub­

lished by the author, 1963. ~fax Gordon, Sir Isaao Isaacs, Mel­
bourne, 1963. ~fax Gordon, ,Jncs of Ya.n Dicmens Land, Sydney, 
1965. The Australian J'ewish Ilistorieal Sori<"tr has also published 
:-ho rt hiographks in its Journal. 

:2 But SCC': Charles Price, Jewish Settlers hi .d11stra.Ua, published as 
Am,traliau Xational LniYersit)' Social Science ).lonogmph, :No. 23, 
1964. ,J. Gentili, ·'Australian Jewry-A Statistical Study", 
Westralian Jutlcan, January, 1941. I. Porush, '·Some Statistical 
Data on Austrn1iau .Jewry'\ Journal of the Australian ,Teidsh 
Historical Society, Yo]. IV, 1953, pp. 1-7. 

;{ Some nrgnt' that fen.I', L'ngendered by past experiences abroad, muy 
cause man~· .Tews to abstain from identifying themselYes as Jews. 
Others point out that many Jews would reganl thcmsclYes as Jews 
h)· nutimmlit~· or race, but not by religion. Yet a greater con­
sciou~nes~ of ,fowislmcss and pride of lielonging to the Jewish 
group nre mlrnnced as reasons wh)· there may be a smaller propor­
tion failing to clisclosL' their rr-ligion among the ,Jewish group than 
among the general population. 

-! "'l'he Twilight of Australian .Jewry'', .:lu:;traTian ,Teirisli Forum, 
1941. 

5 .d. merican J eu:ish r car Book, Yol. 64, 1963. 
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A contribution to early Tasmanian Jewish History 

h,· GEOIWB F. ,J. BERGMAN, D.Ec., LL.B. (i\Iunich) 

When on llth August, 18±3, the JI obart 1'ow11 Conrier 
and ran Dicmen's Lancl Gazette reported that the "first 
stone of the Synagogue about to be erected in Argyle Street 
in this City, for the ·worship of Jehovah by the descendants 
of the people of lsracl, was laid on W cdnesday, 9th 
.August, 1843," Phincas )Ioss ,ras mentioned as the Secre­
tary of the Connnittce of )Ianagement. 

After the President, Louis Nathan, had deposited a 
bottle containing documents in the cavity where the 
foundation stone ,ras to he laid and had read portions of 
Scripture (l. Chron. Chapter 29), ~Iessrs P. Levi, H. 
Sathan and .J. Frkdrnm1 read Psalms 84. 132 and 100 
1·espectin:ly in Hebrew, followed by Phiilcas )Ioss ,Yho 
t rnnslated thesc psalms into English. 

'")fr. Louis Nathan," the paper continued in its report, 
"then took the sih-er ti·o,\·cl and spread cement over the 
slnb upon which the foundation stone was to b(' laid; after 
,yhieh :.Hr. )loss offered tlw follmring solemn and appro~ 
1n·iate prayer, composed by himself for the occasion: 

··O High and 1fighty God, Thon who inhabitests eternity, deign 
to look down from Thy loft.,· dwC'lling place on m:, Th)· servants, 
who :in• :1:-i:-ic•mhll'd together this da,\' to glorif)· The(', and to pr:tise 
Th)· Holy X:tlll('. Thou ha:-it promised, 0 eternal God, that whereYCl' 
w1• 1·e(•(m! Thv Xame, Thou wilst come unto us alH1 hlt>SS us. 

0 tlieu, ~ut of Thine nlmudant mercy, rcnl('mber Thy COYCnant; 
l>t•hold with f:n·otir the foun<l:ttion we arc about to lay for Thv holY 
houst'; t·aust> the work to prosper in om· hands; suffer it to J)c eo1~-
1·lmlt>t1 with ;joy, and dc<lieate<l to Thy service with gladness; and 
in Th)· goorlnt•ss hh•ss those who assist in the good work. 0 stri>ngthen 
u:,; hy Thy grace, rene\\· a right spirit within us, i::o that we may 
tlc•lig;ht to do 'l'h~· will, and to obsei·w 'J'hy Matutes and judgments; 
kt us lweome pm·t• and mulefilc1l, that when our supplicutions come 
ht•fort' 'J'h(•t\ Thou maye:--1' inelinP Thine car to our petition, and 
:11·t'Ppt it as Thou ,foist :1eeept the snerificc and oblation in days 
of old . 

.-\nd, 0 Lord God, vkrnal and hcneficcnt Father, cause us to 
t>HtPJ' Thy gatt•i:- with thanksg-idng and Thy courts with praise, so 
1 hat we may he preparcil to enter Th)· eyerfasting tabernacle to 
dwpJl for t'\"(•l' iu Th.;v gforious }JJ"('Sf'IH't\ and in 'l'hy exceeding kind· 
n<•s::, <11°al llH'r(•ifull~- with us and with nil Tsrael :mcl remember u:­
for g-ood . .-\1IEX." 

\Yho ,ras the man who composed this wonderful 
prnyp1· and who is remembered as the faithful SC'cretar~~ 
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of his congregation in the tablet on the right side of the 
interior of the :Hobart Synagogue which records the officers 
of the Synagogue in 1843? 

Phineas l\Ioss was born in 1795 in Portsea (Hamp­
shire). Little is known of his antecedents, but he 11111st 

have come from a wry good ancl orthodox family and 
haYe had an excellent education, both religious and in the 
humanities. 

Although no record of his arriYal has so far been 
found, he seems to have come to Van Diemcn's Land as a 
free settler in the early thirties of last century. 

'l'hc )Iinutcs of the 11 obart ~I.1own If ebrnw Oongrega~ 
fion record that l\Ioss was secretary of the Congregation 
for almost ten years until 19th September, 1851. On his 
official retirement, a beautifully 1vritten testimonial, 
signed h~· Samuel )Ioses, President; Robert Hart, Honorar~T 
Sccretar~T and Judah Solomon, Treasurer, was presented 
to him. At the constitution of the ''I-Iobart Town I-Iebre"· 
Congregation and Philanthropic Society" in December, 
1841, i\Ios::; became "President Protcmp" and in :i\farch, 
1843, Honorar,- Secretary. 

On 27th June, 1853, the London Jewish Chronicle 
reported that on 22nd :c\Iay of this year the Reverend 
Herman Hodzcl had arrh·ed in Hobart Town. It appears 
that :Moss became his secretary, because on 5th June, 1853, 
signing as "Secretary", he informed the shocked Sydnc~T 
Communit~· that the ReYercnd Dr. Nathan :~\Iarcus Adler, 
Chief Rabbi of the Jews in the British Empire, hacl 
"nominated and appointed thC' ReYerend Herman Jioe1zel 
to be the Presiding Rabbi in the Australian Colonies". 

The fact that some kind of "Australian Chief Rabbi" 
had assumc<l office in Hobart Town and not in Sydney 
came as a great surprise to Sydney ,Jewry and \\'as much 
resented.1 

Although )loss had officially resigned as Secretary of 
the Congregation in 1851, he seems to liaYc kept working 
in this position for some time, because in 1853 he still 
\\Tote letters from "Synagogue Chambers, Hobart Town", 
signing as Secretary, and he also signed the address which 
was presented to the ReYerend Hoelzel on 18th Jui,-, 1853, 
as "'Secretary of the Congregation". 

llfoss ha,l obYiousl,- entered the Public SerYicc of the 
Van Diemen's Land soon after his arriYa1 in Van Diemen's 
Land. \Ye haYe, therefore, to consider him as one of the 
first Jewish free settlers to become au Australian Public 
ScrYant. Lionel Samson oecupiNl the position of Post~ 
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mnstet iu Freemantk', \Y.A., in the early thirtics2 and 
either he or ::\loss was the first free Jewish Public Sernmt. 

\Y c find the cal'liest records of 1Ioss in 1835, when he 
workccl as a clerk at the Police Station at Bothwell." By 
this time he "·as actfre in the literary circles of the colony. 
'l'hc records show a letter by )loss, written in 1837 to 
John l\Iontagn, the Colonial Secretary, forwarding on 
behalf of the Literary S0cict0· of Botlrn·ell, a copy of a 
resolution, passed at a meeting of the Society. 

On 3rd January, J8JO, the members of the Bothwell 
Litcrar;',~ Society published in the Jfobart 'Tolen Courier 
and ran Diemc11's Land Gazette a highly laudable testi­
monial to )loss, pointing out his "unremitting cxertiorn:i' 
to promote the interests of their society. 

He remained in Botlmcll until 1841, when he became 
Chief Clerk of the Hegistrm·, Probation Department.;:; 
From 1843 until at least 1855 he ,rorked as a clerk in the 
Conrict Department.u 

lt is difficult to sec, hmr, in these circumstances, he 
could haYc been "'in business in the forties in Blizabeth 
Stl'cct, Hobart 'rown·', as reported by ::.\Ir. ::.\I. Gordon in 
his "J·e,rn in Van Di('rn('n's Land".' 

During his ,York in the Conyict Department, )loss 
was obYiously and rightly n•garded as an authority on 
J'cwish matters and was often consulted by the authorities. 
There is an interesting series of documents, dating from 
July-August, 1846, in the despatches of UoYernor Sir 
C,lwrles A. Fitzroy.I> 

An enquiry ,ras s('nt from England concerning the 
death of a Polish Jew named Ansezel DaYido"·ics ,Yho 
allegedly had died in one of the Aust1·alian Colonies under 
the name of Dcwis and had heen "'possessed of some pro­
perty in one of the Australian Colonies". An ac.h·crtisc­
ment concerning this ,ras inserted in the II obart 'l'own 
Gazette. A:fter the l\'port by the Uhi('f ::.\lagistratc that a 
Je,Y named Oscar Dm·is, ,Yho had kept an inn at >l'cw 
Norfolk, had died tlwre some yPars ago, and that this man 
might haYe heen identical ,rith the .DC'wis, mentimwd in 
the acherti:..cmcnt, ::.\loss was consulted on the mattct. 

He pointed out that the "name .A.nzcll DaYidoyiz 
appears to be Polish and may probably he in English, 
.. A.nsell Dc,Yis. About t,reln• or fourteen years earlier, n 
Polish Jew had died l.lt ~ew Xorfolk and h;',· a transition, 
as is not uncommon, the Judaic name nm~· lrnYc bee11 
changed from Ansell or as it is often pronounced in 
Hebrew. Anshell, to Oscar". 



270 cfostralia11 Jewish Historical Society 

\Vhen, hmYeYer, the widow of Oscar DaYis ,ras inte1·­
,·iewed, she said that her husband was decidedly not the 
person referred to in the enquiry. '~Oscar Davis", she 
said, "was a natiYc of Prussia by the name of 'Osr'. }le 
arrived in the Colony in 1815. He had no trade and died 
in indigent circumstances leaving a wife and many children 
"·ho maintain themselves by labour" .... 

ln a concluding .}lcmorandum to the Colonial Secre­
tary, l\Ioss then gave his fuial opinion and advice:-

"From n•cent enquiries I. luwe macle here, and from the informa­
tions I have gathered among my co-religionists, it appears very 
doubtful wh('ther the Oscar DaYis, I mentioned, could have been the 
individual alluded to under the name of .. c\..nzel D::widoweis Dewis 
(which Anglizised may be Ansell Da-..isJ. Yery few foreign Jews 
retain thl'ir common Judaic or Surnames on their arriYal in England, 
and this makes the difficulty of ascertaining the identity of such 
persons much greater, but I would suggest, though the enquiry would 
occupy time, that the facts could be probably ascertained more 
readily if the question were put through the Presiding Rabbi of the 
,Jews of the British Empire, the Reverend Dr. Nathan Adler in 
London, by-whose influence amongst the Yarious congregations pains 
would hP taken to ascertain the identity." 

signed P. :.\loss. 
Hobart Town, 23rd July, 18-!6. 

This memorandum giYes also an interesting sidelight 
on the conditions of the many Jewish immigrants from 
the Continent 'Who \\·ent to England in the second half of 
the 18th Century, many of whom ended their lifo, like 
Oscar DaYis, as a conYict in Van Diemen's Land ..... 

In 1855 or 1856 i\Ioss seems to lun-e resig11ed from 
the Public SerYice, because the Hobait Town Directory 
for 1857 lists him as liYing at 29 :i.\hu·ray Street and giYes 
his calling as a "bookseller and stationer". This kind of: 
business suited him very well and he remained in it until 
his death. H0re he had the time to continue his studies 
and to widen his knmYledge, and to prepare the booklet 
which made him one of the first Jewish authors in 
Australia. 

In 1853 he had published in J,ondon the first Jewish 
Calendar in Australia in the Hebrew and English 
T.,anguagcs, "sanctioned by the Rev. The Chief Rabbi". 
He dedicated this Calendar "To the honourable and pious 
matrons and mothers of the I-Iouse of Israel, in this Island, 
and in other lands of the Southern Hernisphere", ''hum bl>r 
presented by the author for the instruction of their off­
spring A"Nl\'0 1IUNDI 5612". 

In the preface of this booklet of thirt,- pages, )loss 
wrote:-

"'.l'he author of this, saith to his brethren and friends of the 
Honse of Israel, in this fsl:uul and also to those sojourning in 
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othet· remott• isles,-whethcr associated, 01· alone,-·Distance ever:,· 
impediment tending to pre\·cnt ;mu from God's service and holy 
,,·orship', fear the Lordi scr\'c Him re,·ercutlyi adhere to Him; that 
you nm:,· keep His pn•tt>pts, His statutes, and His commandments. 
Do justice, lorn mercy, and walk humbly with your God. 'l'rust con­
fidently in Him, that your end ma;v be good. Amcu J .A.11d ye, 
drtuous par1!nts who seek the welfare of :,·our children, place thh; 
).fanual iu their han<ls; and may they become duly impressed with 
the fear of the .A.lmighty, and 11ot deviate from it when they arriYc 
:it old age l And may the lJlcssing mul protcetion of the universal 
t:od be e,·cr upon ye !" 

rrhc "'Calendar·: gin•s a thorough and learned explana­
tion of the J e,yish ~·ear and its Holy Days with "remarks 
and explanations", shmYing the Ilebre,Y name of the months 
and the "approximate English date'\ to enable the reader 
to fix the dates of the Holy Days ! 

One of the reasons by which }loss might lun-e been 
induced to compose this Calendai·, ,ras probably his great 
concern about the many mixed marriages in the Colony, 
the offspring of which in most cases became lost to tlw 
Jewish Community. His warning '"'"not to de-date from the 
fear of the Ahnighty, "·hen they arrl\"e at old age", might 
refer to men like Joseph Solomon, the former treasurer o I: 
the Synagogue, who "married out" and left the faith of 
his fathcrs.1' 

Only ver,\- f'e"· 01·iginals of this Calendar lrnYe surd ,·ed 
and l am most grateful to Professor Cecil Roth to liavc 
drawn my attention to Phineas )loss and to have supplied 
me "·ith a copy of the Calendar. T"·o other copies have 
been located in the State .Library of Tasmania and in the 
.Rabbi L. Palk Library in Sydney. 

)loss's great knowledge of ~h1Llaica was re"·arded, 
when, in 1859, the Hoyal Society of Tasmania, in its 
"''Papers and Proceedings" published his vaper ,:on the 
Science of Astronomy among the Ancient J-c"·s" .10 

In the introduction to this essay, )loss wrote: "taking 
encouragement from the circumstance that as a lineal 
descendant of that people, I may possess readh•r access 
to their records tlrnn a stranger could have". 

The paper show:-, )loss not onl,\· as an accomplished 
Talmudist and expert in Bible com.mentaries and as a 
.Jewish historian, but also as a person who had made a 
thorough study of astronomy and its history. He cmne to 
the conclusion Hit is certain that a knowledge of the 
Heayens, as :far as the)" could he Yiewecl without telescope, 
was familiar to the learned Jews at a fi'mote period, refel'­
ences being made to each of the Zo(liaca] constellations 01· 

sig11s in succession in the ritual composed about the 10th 
or 11th century, a copy of which T possess". 
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The fact that the Royal Society of Tasmania published 
his paper, shows the esteem in ,d1ich )loss was held in 
the Colonr. 

He was certainly one of the most prominent .Jewish 
personalities who eyer lfred on the Island. 

Phineas :Moss died on 13th April, 1866, aged 71, after 
a protracted illness of "debility paralysis". In his death 
certificate,n references to marriage and children ,verc 
crossed out and the certificate records "Amelia Clark, 
Unclcrw1·iter's daughter" as informant of his death. 

On 17th .A.ugust, 1842, nioss had married :Miss Emily 
J'oscphinc :Morgan who was probably a convert because the 
marriage had been celebrated by Reuben Joseph, in the 
presence of Louis Nathan, the President of the Congrc­
gation.12 His wife had, ho,vever, predeceased him and 
there is no record of any children. So Phineas :i.\Ioss died 
lonely, a "bookseller and stationer" "·ho had lh-ed among 
his beloved books. 

ACKKOWLEDG:i\IENTS 
l wish to acknowledge the valuable help giwn me by Professor 

Ct•cil Roth, .Jerusalem, the late llfr. P. R. Eldershaw, Principal 
Archi..ist, Archin•s Office of Tasm:mia, the Registrar General's Dept. 
of Tasmania, the Librarian of the Parliamentary Librar.\·, Hobart, 
Habhi .John Levi, ::\Irs. H. Fixel, Hon. Secretary of the Hobart 
Hebrew Congregation, the Staff of the ::\Iitchell Library, Sydney, 
ancl the State Lihrnr~· of Tasmania for a photo of the title page 
of the C'alendnr. 

NOTES 
L Anstr. Jewish Ilistorical Society, Joumal and Proceedings, Yol. 

II, Part IY, page 181ft'. 
2. Aust. Je:wish Historical Societ;.,., Journal and Proceedings, Yol. 

11, Part V, page 233. 
:i. Y.D.L. C.S.O. 50/16. 
4. Y.D.L. C.S.O. 8/124. 
5. Y.D.L. C.S.O. 50/16. 
(i. V.D.L. C.S.O. 50/24. 
,. ::\I. Gordon, '·Jews in Van Diemen's Land", Sydney, 1965, p. 85. 
8. Gowmor Fitzroy despatches, Vol. 52, 1845. l\Iitchcll Library, 

S;nlne;v: A 124J, p. ]82ff. 
H. Sec biography of Joseph Solomon in ·'Dictionary of Australian 

Biography", ).lelbournc, 1967, Yol. II, p. 458. 
10. Papers and Proceeding::;, of the Royal Society of Yan Diemcn·s 

L:md, Yol. l n, Part ll, 1859, pages 221-27. 
l l. Death Certificate of Phincas ::\loss, Reg. Gen. Dept. Hobart, 

Certificate No. 6171 and 1'asmanian Alorning Hcralc1, 13th April, 
1866, Mercury, 16th April, 1866. 

1~. Entry Xo. 6 in the Register of ).farriages of the Hohnrt Town 
T-It>hr(';y f'ongregatio11. 



Ph.incas .lloss 

APPBNDIX 
LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS OF PHINEAS )l0SS"S CALENDAR 

Copies 

.\hraham, ~\foscs, Esch Hobart Town 

.\nd0rson, .J. H., Esq., Hobart Town 
Em:umC>l, ,John, Esq., Hobart 'l'own 
Garrett, RcY. ,James, \Yest Tamar, Yan ])iemen's Land 
LrYy Lazarus, Esq., Hobart Town 
:.\foses, Samuel, Esq., Hobart Town 
:.\Ioses, Hyam Leopold, Esq., Hobart Town 
:.\Ioses, Clara, ),fiss 
:.\Ioscs, Harriette, }.Iiss 
)lae{lowcl1, Eclwnrd, Esq., Crown Solicitor, rtd. Hobart 

'rown 
Hlwuhen, .s\brah:un, Ei:,q., Hobnrt Town 
Rosenberg, I-I., Esq., Hobart Town 
Lev;,:, Philip, Ei::q., Hobart Town 
Solomon, Isaac, Esq., Hobart Town 
.Tones, Hcnr;.,., Esq., Hobart Town 
( 'ohcn, Alfred, Esq., Sydne~· .. . ...... .... . .. . 
Xat-han, Arthur ,J., Esq. 1 Launceston, Yan Dicmen·s 

Lal1d 
~\fark:", Abraham, Esq., Hobart Town 
Horwitz1 Henry, Esq., Holmrt Town 
Honey, ,Tames, Esq., Ilobart Town 
Hort, Abraham, Esq., Hobart: Town 
C'ollC'n, Re,·. ).forricC', Hobart 'l'own 
nay, Rev. \Yillfam, Hobart Town 
L:nn-encc, ,John, E:<tf., Hohart Town 

(i 

1 
2 ., 
2 

10 
6 
1 
1 

2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

On the Science of Astronomy Amongst the 

Ancient Jews 
by ::\[r. PIUNEAS :\JOSS 

Trnsting· that the subjeet may not l;e thought entirely out of 
place in the Transactions of the Ifo~·nl Socict~· of Tasmania, or 
altogctlwr uninteresting- to it::: members, I lmYe n•nturt'tl to throw 
together a ft>w brief notict•s oi' the i:kicncc of .-\stronom)· 11s known 
amongst" tlw ancient .Tew:-, taking c•ncouragenwnt from tlw eiremu· 
stanec, th:lt as a lilwal des1'('1u1ant of that 1woplP I. nmy posse:"s 
i·eatlier :u'e<,•;,::,; to their n'<'Onls than a stranger eouhl han•. At tlw 
sanw timt' I experil'nec !-Olll(' diffifl('llCt', from the focling that th1• 
! ime and att(•ntion of tlw :Society might he daimcd foi· matt1•rs or 
highPl' importarn·t• anrl of gTt•atl•r pmcth;al utilit~·. 

Tlw carfo•:-t noti<·e \\.l' 1111:et with o[ the :;tar:-; and of the com;tp]. 
latious in tlw Zotlia(' is by ~Joh, who, acconling to Hebrew <'hrouolog,v, 
liwd in the wnr of tlw worltl ~:rn~. or al)OUt ]-!00 vcars hefon• the 
<'hrLstinu t•1·,;,-1·011lt•mpo1·nr.\· with, or at least very ·few years antl'· 
1'l'(l1'nt to, ::'llos,•s. fn r·hap, ix. ,·(•r:-t' !l of .lol,, the wonls ousai'. 11s]1 
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1.-·.1rr ·v'ch(;cmo occur, in reference to Arcturus, a star of the firsl 
magnitude in Bootes,-Orion, a brilliant constcllation,-and Plciadcs, 
a. group in the neck or shoulder of Taurus. 

Again, in the 31st and :12nd Yerscs of the 38th chapter, Job 
mentions them in connection with Nazzarcth, a Hebrew word, which 
literally means Zodiacal constellation, and might have been rendered 
by the m.,Jl understood term signs. In the Yulgatc it is given in the 
expression '·duodccim signh:." The Hebrew words hauslwushyt 
mauado1rno11s kemo-in tlil' 31st verse translated "canst thou bind 
the sweet influence of Pleiadcs," might with greater propriety be 
rc>ad tlms,-canst thou restrain tltc s11btle influence, that is, the 
attractfrr force, of the Pleiadcs-the word influence being under­
::-toor] as a directin~ or impulsh'e power, such as the attraction of 
gTnYitation. ,loh appears in this to convey ltis lmowledge of our 
whole Astral 1\\'St(•m reYoh-ing round that group,-or rather one of 
the stars therein. The profound researches of the modern German 
Astronomer and Geometrician )Iredler having established as a fact 
the hypothesis that our system docs certainly reYoke round .A.lcyone, 
a star of the third magnitude in the Plciades, a sufficiently con­
Yineing proof that the Ifoayens had been carefully obserYed, and 
the mo\·cmcuts :md reYolutions of the celestial bodies consecutiYclv 
noticed in the remotest age:,. • 

It is c,·idcnt that ,Joh was well aware that the globe of the 
earth wns suspended in space, for in speaking of the DiYinc architect, 
.in chap. :xxyi~ verse 'i, he uses the words 1.'oulai airctz ol b'lcmo, 
whif>h in the English Bible arc 1·endcrcd, "he haugeth the earth upon 
nothing," literally, he suspended the earth in u yacuum, the Hebrew 
word B'lcmo, meaning in English Space. In Genesis, chap. vii, verse 
lJ, where the deluge, which, according to Jewish chronologists, 
oecmTed Anno ::'lrundi 1654, (the present ~rear (1854) being reckoned 
h~· them 5(i14- of the creation), is described as covering the focc of 
the earth, it is spoken of as haying begun on the seninth day of the 
:<Peond month. 

I shall only adduce one 01· two more instances, from the numerous 
r<'fcrenc0s made in the Bible to astronomical facts, in proof of the 
alltiquity of the science amongst the Jewish people. 

The commemoration of the deliYerancc from Egypt (or Jlit:::royim, 
:-o termed in Hebrew from the name of its founder, ).!izmim, the 
::-on of Ham), was ordered to be kc-pt in the first full moon after 
the Yernal equinox, when the :::un had entered the Zodiacal signs of 
Aries, on or from the first day of the lunar month in which the 
occm'l'ence took place1 (termed in Hebrew Ncssan), from which the 
.T Pwish ecclesiastical year hegan, and by which all their festivals 
\\'t'l'C regulated. 

Before concluding I will gh·e the Hebrew names of the months, 
\\"ith the eorresponding periods of their connection with the Zodiacal 
$igns, merely ohser\'ing that the rules for compiling the yearly calcn­
iiar at present in use amongst the .Tews are chiefly from the direction 
of the Ieariwd ::'lfoimonides, who flourished about the year 1150 of 
the present l'r:l, and, following the system adopted by some sages 
who pr<'ccded him, dl\"ided the hour into 1080 parts, so as to 
fadlitat(' their calculations of time, this number being dl\·isible 
without remainder l,y any of the units except seven. 

The .T ewish year, from the earliest time, is what may be termed 
luni solar : that is, the months being lunar, their calculations wer(' 
nll m:ulc in refcrpucc to the lunar cycle-the cycle containing 235 
lunations, which were dh-ided into tweh-c years of tweke montlu;:, 
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and sercn l termed eml.wlismir) years of thirteen months; eycry 
nineteenth year, therefore, they came to the same date in the solar 
or common year. That their months for the earliest time have been 
lunar is likewise shown in the 1st Book of Kings, chap. vi, wrsc 38, 
where the words arc: Ooraushono oauclwss csri l'yoriauch Bui hoo 
auclwudcsh ltaiwltmcncc: "aml in the eleventh year in the month of 
Bul, which is the eighth month." In the Hebrew text the hro words 
thus translated "month" rnry, the :first being derived from yoricrnclt, 
moon, and the last from chouclcsll, new, or inno,·ation. 

The celebrated mathematician ).foton of Athens, who flourished 
-13:.! years before the Christian Era (in the reign of the king 
ZcdC'kiahJ, made a similar division of time but the first mention of 
the calendar is by the learned philosopher Uab Judah, surnamed the 
Prinee, in the }.lislnm written by him about 140 years before the 
present era, and in which he speaks of cmbolisrnic years. 

l t i::; recorded of Rab Samuel, an astronomer of Babylon about 
the sumc period, who was well acquainted with the science as 
known in his day, that the paths of the lieayens were as familiar to 
him as the streets of Kalmrdea, where he resided; he calculated the 
~olar year to consist of 365 days and 6 hours,-the same as the 
Julian, which is incorrect. Pope Gregory in 1582 altered it by 
deducting from October 10 days, making that month in the same 
~·car to consist of 21 day:, only; and in order to prevent the occur­
rPncc of discrepancies in future, he then ordered every fourth, 
instead of cwr,'" centC'nary, year to be Bissextile. 

Contempornry with Rab Samuel ,ras Rub Ada, born in Babylon 
in the 188th year of the common era, and who wrote a century at· 
least before the conYocation of the Council of Nice: his calculations 
arc still in use by the ,Je-ws; he computed the solar year to consist 
of,-

Da,ys. llours. Jlinu'tes. Seconds. 

:rn5 5 55 252:i/37 
The lunar year from one con· } 29 12 4± :3-~ 

junction to the other ........ __ 
.\..ml the lunar ~~~-~~-~-- -~~----~~-i~~~ } 0939 1G 3:J 3-k 

teC'n :,-ears ... 

:From this calculation in 353 C . .:L., about liO years afterwards, 
Rabbi Hillel formed the tables for the calendars now in use amongst 
the .Jews. The difference between the Hebrew year according to 
Rabbi Ada, and the same umnber accordilig to tlw Gregorian system, 
in four centuries will be about one and three quarters of a day, 01· 

t•xactly 1 day, li hours, 29 minutes, 352:i/37 St'f.·onds less. This will 
oc•cur in the year 2000 of the Christian Ern, 5i(i0 of the Jews, an(l 
14fi ~·C'ars from the prC'scnt tim<'. 

f h:we omitted to notice that the a~trouonH•1· Habbi /-5am1ll'l 
ealculated the precise tinlC' of the eommcncC'mcnt of the 1'"/:nofo11s 
about ~43 years bcfon• tlw current ('r:1; and it is certain that a 
knowkdl:{l' of the IIc:tn-ns, a:- far as tlwy could lw Yit•wcd without 
the telt•seopi', w:1:- familiar to thv lt•arncd ,Jpws at n n•mot\' JH'riod, 
r<•forrners 1H'i11g· mad(' to Paeh of tlu• Zotliat'al consh•llatiou:- or sig-n:­
in :c:ut<'<':-:-ion in thC' ritual t·ompo~Pd ahont tiH• ]Otlt or 11th ('PHhny. 
a 1·opy of whh-h [ po:<:<(':-:-, aml whi(·h is ;;I ill in u:-t' in tlH'ir pl:u•r>s 
or \\·or:-hip in vadou:- part:- of' tlH' 1•arth . 

. \t thP (·omlll('llt'l'JHPnt of th(• n•rnal and :rntumnal equinoxe~, 
(•adi moulh with tlu• Hehrew mmH' i~ mentionc(l separately therein, 
\\"ith i-d1•1·('l\t"(' lo tlH· :-ign of tJI(' Z0<1iae in which the sun is at tlH' 
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time, commencing with Ti:;lni in the 
O('tobcr. 'l'h('y are as follows:~ 

HEBREW- }IONTII HEBREW SIGN 

months of September and 

S1cx 
Libra 
8corpio 
Sagitturius 
Caprieornus 
Aquarius 
Pisces 
Aries 

EXGI,ISII }lONTII 
Sept. and Oct. 
Oct. and NoY. 
No,·. and Dec. 
Dec. and Jan. 
Jan. and Feb. 
Feb. and :March 
:'.\farch and April. 
April and :i\Iay. 
}.fay Ull(l ,foll('. 
,Tune and July, 
July and Aug . 
Aug. and Sept. 

Esmmecm or 1'ishri Jl'auznccm 
Bul or Chcshvan Ekrauv 

Kisluv Kaysltcs:s 
Tivess G'dcc 
Sh'vaut D'lrc 
Odur JJogim 

Ovio or N ecs'1i 1''lcc 
Ear Slwor 
Bivin 1'ioumim 
Tomuz Soren 
..luv ..turcoh 
Elul B'soolah 

Taurus 
Gemini 
Cancer 
Leo 
Virgo 

l n conclusion, cannot but observe how much a critical know-
ledge of the Hebrew language might be made subservient to scientific 
and litC'nn~· resear('hes; as not on1y the names included therein, but 
ewn the n•ry wonh:: eomposing the language appear to lrnxc been 
originall.\· framer1 on stridl~· philosophical principles. I will adduce 
two or thn'e instances :-The word in Hebrew applied to the Terres­
tl'ial GiohC' ( our earth) is airctz, three letters derived from the 
simple root Rutz, consisting of only two signifying literally a run­
ning or rapi(l motion, prodng, as far as analog~· of language ran 
pron>, that in tllC' most re-mote period of human history the Jem:; 
possessrd such a degree of acquaintance' with the science of astronomy, 
as to be in possession of tllC' fact that the earth Tevokcd round her 
axis most rapidly, indepencknt of her movements in her orbit. At an 
early period of hh,itory, it is said b~· ,Job, chap. xxvi, verse 7, as 
alrC'ady cited, 1'oulai ail'etz ol b'lr>mo, that the earth hangeth on 
nothil1g,-or rather, as it ought to haw been rendered, fn <t vacuum 
-the word B'lcmo signif'~·ing literall.,- space. Again, there arc three 
words in the Hehrew language incorrectl~· rendercrl in ]~nglish hy a 
single ,vord, namely, Sun: one is sliaimcslt, the orh or hotly of that 
luminary; the other cliaumo, its heat, the last Tsaur, its light; 
whilst there arc two for the moon, one yoriauch, signifying the orb, 
the othC'l' L'rono, her pale or white light; but there is not llll)' 

implyil1g her heat; the word clwudcsh is somctim{'S glyeu in English 
as the moon, but this literally signifit'S iww, in reference to her 
ehange only. Thus the knowledge of Philosophy amongst the .Tews 
appears to haw been coeval with their very existence as a people; 
and the instan('es I haw brought to your notice arc hut a drop in 
the ocean of similar <':tscs oecurring in the language. 

Testimonial to Phineas Moss 
LFrom JlolJart Town Courier mul Van Diemcn's Land Gazette, 

.ir(l ,Janum·y, 1840] 
Bothwell, ... Yovcmbcr, 1838. 

i:lrn. 

wE, the nwmbers of tlH' Hoth,n'll Literary Society, and inhabitants 
of thi:-: district, beg you to rccciyc the assurance of the high 

sense we entertain of your conduct since you have resiUcd among us; 
we 11:we had the opportunity of witnessing for the last four years 
)·our unrt'mitting ('xertions to promote the interests of our limited 
~ociet;v, in eonnexion with an institution of which we haw all r<'ap('tl 
the benefit. 



Phi11ws Jloss 
.,-,_ 
-" 

We hnve no doubt your int<>grity in, and attention to, the duties 
of the department with which you are eonnceted, will ultimately 
in~urc for you that promotion nnd reward which your merits dcsene. 

Your demeanour in prinltc life ha::; secured for you the c~teem 
of your fri<'nds; and we arc hapyy to lmn.> the opportm1ity of 
oll\•ring you thh; testimon~- of our approhation of your conduct. 

\rishing YOU cYerY sm•ee:-;:, in ~·our future prospects, we arci 
Sir, your obedient scn~mts, 

Robert Barr 
A. :\I'Dowall 
.John Clark, J.P. 
Philip Russell 
,J. H. Patterson 
.A. :'ll'Dowall, jun. 
.Alexander Anderson 
William .A11derson 
,1 a mes }.faedonald 
\\'illi:un }.foyes 
.Jonathan \\'at.son 
\Yilliam .. :\Jlanlycc 
'J'. Wilkinson 
.J. Fisher 
\\'illiam Dykes 
Jfoderick }.J:Kenzie 
,John :l\I·Kcnzic 
E. Xicholas, jun. 
E<lward _:,.1. I-Ionw 
Thomas Gaby 
H. ::\[, llowcils 
Roderick Forbes 
Duncan :\I·Rac 
.Jolrn Tod 

To Jfr. Phinw:; Jlo:;:;, Botlwcll. 

(;EXTU;?IJEX, 

('. Haines 
!-I('nrY }.L Cockerill 
Hobeit \\'hitcway 
G{'orgc Larkins 
FrC'derick Patterson 
George Bisdcc 
,1 olm .Donald;,:on 
1':(lwanl ·uomll'n 
\\'altc>r Synnot 
.John Yincent 
George Worthy 
,J Ohn [hhott, jun. 
George !bbott 
J{it·hard Anrlrews 
Hohcrt Blake 
Hichn.nl • .\llcn 
E. S. Hall, D. A. Surgeon 
\\'. ('lark, ,l.P. 
.\. F. Kemp, J.P. 
,J. GanPtt, )fini::;b'r 
George Sherwin 
.John }.l · J{a 
Hector :.\I·Ha 

JJot/ll('dl, lJcamlnr ::!S, _l,S;:H), 

l haYc the honour to aeknowledge the ycry flattering testimonial 
whieh .vou hayc this <lay placNl in m;v hands. 

It affonl::; me no ordinary gratification to rceci-.,c this cxprc;;­
:-:ion of' the estimation in which you regard m,v humble efforts; such 
a manifestation from ,;o large a portion of the community of the 
(Tistriet in which I re,;idP, will e\·(•r he to me a source of the mo::;t 
ngrc,•ahl{' C'motion. 

To Pngaw' in the promotion of SciL•ncc and the Arts has at all 
times afi'onktl me ('onsidei-ahlc pleasure, hut 1 feel that the hancl-
1:-omc m:11rn{'r in whit'h YOU han• noticed 1m· scn·iees in eo1rn0xion 
with tlw Litt•nn~· Soeit•t_~· lwre, has not onl;-/ enhanced that pleasure, 
hut will eontrilmte to stimulate mP to further exertion. 

It will nlwa~·,; bt• m~- highc~t amhition to mf.•rit approntl, by the 
J':tithful 1lisehargc of tht> tlutie~ of tlw 1lPpartment with which ·1 
mnY h(• eomwcted. 

· Be assured, GPntlerneu, that \\hl'll'H'l' io1tune may dncet m, 
steps, your Wl'lt'are wi11 lw tll(' ohj('d of m,· most sincere cksin.>._.:.._ 
I haw tht' honour to he•, Gc>nth•nien, your· much olilig('<l, ohPcli('n\ 
."l']'\":tllt, 

To 1hc .llcmbus of tJ1r· ]Jotlwlll l 
l,ilaaYy Sol'id!J, ml(f otlw,· r' 
J111t111>ita11ls of flu ]Ji:,;frict. J 

P111;,;E.\~ :\loss. 
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THE REV. ISAAC FRIEDMAN 
A COLONIAL CAREER" 

by E. 1". KlJNZ, Ph.D. (Budapest), :ill.A. (Syd.) 
LPapa ddircrul at the Socicty·t; Jlccting on 5th December, 1967] 

On :l!th April, 1833, the ship Enchantress entered Port 
Jackson after a yoyage from Bngland Yia Hobart Town 
,rhieh lasted less than fiYe months. The ship, which left 
.London on -±th Dccemlwr, carried in the steerage deck a 
twenty-six year old "native of 1Iungaria", Isaac Friedman, 
with his wife, lkbecca, and scYcn months old son, F'rancis.1 

As Friedman and his wife walked for the first time 
through the streets of Sydney, they could haYc ubserYcd 
that: 

··Thl' humbll' wooden dwcllingi; arc fast giving place to neat 
hou:;cs antl cottages constructed. of brick or sand-stone i but, as may 
he expectecl h1 all recently established towus, there is much want 
o C synunetr.r in the construction of buildings; and on pcrnmlmlating 
the :-:trects, specimens of ,,H.weral unknown orders of :uchitccturc arc 
::;L'l'lt·•. 

l-lmrercr, Friedman himself was probably 1norc inter­
ested to fine! that, 

··Shops of all kinds are rapidly multiplying; and lately there 
Jmyc been extcnsh·e immigrations of artisans of all dl'scriptions from 
c,·ery part of the United Kingdom; butchers, bakers, pastrycooks, 
proYii-ion nwn:hants, shoemakers, apothecaries, fancy-bread bakers, 
hook-sc1IL•rs1 &e. &e. are numerous, and haye neat, nnd some C\·cn 
elegant shop:;··.2 

Although the new arrivals might hare rccein~d some 
adrance information on the subject, they must haYc been 
ncYerthcless glad to register that three and a half hundred 
people of J cwish faith were to be found in the Colony, and 
of thes(• about two hundred dwelt in Sydney Town.3 

Soon after his arriYal, Friedman set himself up in 
Clarence Street, Sydney, as a general dealer. One of his 
lines was slop-selling, and he saw to it that within six 
months o1: his arriYal he ,n1s fayoured with the assignment 
of a conYict, by trade a tailor:1 He mored his shop to 
Ueorge Street shortly afterwards, and while he was trad­
ing there sickness struck the family, and almo::.t within a 
month he lost both his son and his wifc.r. 

Friedman did not remain a ·widower for yery long . 
.!:'urn· months nftcr he buried his wife alongside his son:s 

This Journal ha;;: nlremh- dealt with CYents connected with lsuac 
Friedman in its predouS issues l YOl. ~ pt. 1; yol. ;3 pt. 5) but so 
far no full biography of this pioneer has appeared. This lecture 
ha!- bt•t•n base(l on a chapter of Dr. Kunz·s fortlwoming book, 
··Blood aud Gold: Hungarians in .Austmlia··, to ht~ publishctl in 
:\fellJO\lrJH.' liy ('hesltil'e.-'l'IIE ElH'l'OI:. 
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gTaYe 111 the Jewish section of the Deyonshire Street 
cemetery, he married on :23rd December, 1835, :Maria 
NathanY During the fo1lowing year he added auctioneer­
ing to his actiYitics, and after some setbacks he secured a 
town allotment at Appin7 some miles from Sydney, and 
opened there a "'Branch U eneral Store ... to his Sydney 
Establishment". The adYertisement appearing on the 
occasion mentious that in addition to spirits, ,Yine and 
groceries, there 1Yere nu·ied descriptions of hosiery to be 
had in the branch store, also all types of slops, iron~ 
mongery, shoemakers' tools, powder and muskets, stationery, 
glass,Yare '"llith an extensfre stock of goods too numerous 
to mention". In recognition of the shortage of specie, 
arrangpmcnts 1Yel'e made to take payment in colonial pro­
duce "at the Sydney Prices, allowing for freight and 
Carriage''.t.. 

IIis second marriage <.lid not make him, howc,·er, any 
more settled. After about fiYc years in Ne,r South ·\Yalcs" 
he sailed to Hobart Town, which he had Yisited on his way 
out, and 1Yhich he must haYc remembered with longing in 
the hot sumnier days. There, in IIobart he engaged iu 
Yarious business actfritics, and there his four sons were 
born between 1840 and 1848.'° 

It was in Hobart Town that l<1ricdman's religious 
background put him for the first time in the centre of 
Jewish affairs. Jn 18-1:2 in his home a meeting of young 
local .J rws 1Yas held, and thert• a decision was made to 
collect money for the building of a synagogue in IIobart.11 

When on 9th August, 1843, the foundation stone of the 
synagogue ,n1s laid, Isaac Fl'iedman .. was one of the 
foundation officers of the congregation present, and his 
name engraYed on a tablet can be seen on the right hand 
side interior of the synagogue toclay.12 

Being on the committee of the synagogue "·as, how­
eycr, not all bliss for Friedman. It is on record that on 
one occasion he wns charged by a fellow committee mernbcr 
with keeping a brothel, a gran' charge iwlccd against Ow 
pious Friedman. A special J·cwish adjudicating committee 
howeycr, cleared his name, and Pricdman, who b:v this 
time had earned not only the respect of many in tlw 
.J cwish community, but also became the owner of landed 
property in Hobart,1 :1 later moyed back to New South 
\Yales, ancl had no difficulty in finding people to 1·ccom­
mend him as a man of good character, worthy to become 
1-Icr )fojcs(Y's subject by naturalisation.14 

On ::Wth .June, 1851, Ulrn1·les ... -\..ugnstrn; Fitzroy, 
( lon.'rnor of Xc,,· South 'iYales, duly signed his natura1isa-
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tion certificate, according to ,rhich lsaac .Frie<lman1 a 
·•11ath-e of I-hmgaria" at the time of issue of the certificate 
resided in the Xew South Wales town of ::\Iaitland.10 

Though he described himself for the purpose of naturalisa­
tion as an ''innkeeper and genc1·al dealer in .'i\laitland", the 
three months elapsing bet,reen his n1emorial and the 
Uorernor's signature saw him again on the moYe and the 
<·t1rtifieate had to be delin'red to Lodcrs Station, Lh-erpool 
Plains1 near Quirirnli,10 where he succeeded in obtaining 
a lease of 160 acres of land for "other than pastoral pur­
posesi', embracing also six acres on ,rhich his inn, out 
offices, store and garden ,rerc situated. IIe held this land 
until Feln·rnn·y, 1854:.17 By this time, hmreYer, his wander~ 
ing spirit orcrtook him once more, and he returned to 
Hobart 'rmn1, ,rhere he kept a butcher's shop and became 
a pmn1hrokcr in Argyle Strcct.18 His name became ,ridely 
known from the tokens he issued in large number. These 
bronze tokens, issued for the Yaluc of both one penny and 
011e hnlfpenny, carried the inscl'iption 011 one side: 
I. FRJED11A:\" PA "\\':\'BROKER, AlWYL~ STREET, 
and on the other, abore and helmY the figure of a sitting 
.Jnstieia: TAS)IANIA, 1857.rn 

ln the following- ycar1 Friedman, who was already at 
home in t,Yo Australian colonies arriYcd in the Victorian 
~{olclficld to,Yn of Sa11dhul'St. Xmr, retiring after n1nlti~ 
[arious business Yentures he concentrated again on Jewish 
affairs. 'Ju the larger country centres ... the Jewish com­
mlmity1 after the~- had built their synagogues also 
,1ppointed ministers . . . from men ,Yho had already 
migrated to Victoria ... Sanclhurst selected Isaac Fried-
1rnm1 a pious man who had been prcyiousl~· in business in 
Holrnrt''.2° Friedman, ,Yho acted in the capacity of 
.. Chazcm and Shochct''21 receh·ecl remm1cration and was 
Pntitled to use the title "ReYerend". }Ie lived in DmYling 
St1·cc•t22 where the synagogue itself stood, and ·was asso­
ciated ,dth the congregation for ten years. In 1868, Fried­
man. sixty-two years old, resigned and 1noved ,vith his 
ramily to i\Ielbourne, spending the rest of his life collecting 
1lonations "'for our unfortunate brethren in Jerusalem",23 

while his wifo taught in the Melbourne .Jewish Sabbath 
School.24 Their seCond son, Solomon, died at the age of 
28 in 1871. Isaac Friedman himself follmyecl him fonr 
years later at tlw age of 70, dying in l\Ielbourne on 13th 
.Jnnr, 1875. 

In 1862, while he ·was ministering at Sandlmrst, Rabbi 
Saphir, of Jerusalem, Yisited him. HThe name of the 
;1ged and God-fraring Chazan and Shoehet is Gednlliah 
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Isaac Friedman (Ha-Cohen) "-wrote the Rabbi. "The 
Ghazan and Shochet already mentioned was also their 
teacher, and they knew him to be a genuine God-fearing 
man. He is an aged man, vd10 in his young days ministered 
before the scholars of the Yeshiba of Hungary".25 A Jewish 
paper announcing his death noted: "1\fr. Friednian was one 
oi: the true orthodox JmYs, and was highly esteemed".20 
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LAKE GEORGE AND THE SEA OF 
GALILEE 

by lt. N. WARDLE 
\ Jh'ad at Canberra and Di;,tric_t Historical Society on 9th July, H>68. 

Heprinted from that Society's :Xewsletter, :Xo. 96). 

\Y1wn I came to Canberra in 1939 Lake George was dry, 
fences were eYiclent criss-crossing the flat expanse of grazing 
la11d 1 and "·incbnills "·ere operating, I presume from bores, 
to proYidc ·watC'r for sheep and cattle grazing there. 

1.n H)5~ ·when the Lake was filling once more I told 
my family of its likeness to the Sea of Galilee in Palestine, 
nnd eyer since I haYc kept this fact in my mind. In the 
first place both are much of a size, remarkably similar in 
shape and are set in va1leys in "·hich the mountainous 
('astern and western sides rise to considerable heights from 
t lw water's edge. 

In presenting this short talk I haYc been fortunate 
with maps that I lrnve for exhibiting: one of Palestine• 
which I usecl during 1917-19 with the Desert )Iountecl 
Co11Js and a district geological map of the A.C.T. and 
smTmmding area obtained from t11C' Bureau of l\Iineral 
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Resources a fe,r years ago. Fortuitously they arc in the 
same scale of 1 : 250,000 or approximately 1 inch to 4 
miles. It can readily be seen that one lake is almost a 
mirror image of the other. Roughly pear shaped, Galilee 
has its straight side on the east; George is straight on the 
west side. 

Galilee is 131 miles long by 8 miles wide and would 
not Yary, for the Jordan River, fed frorn perpetual snow, 
flows in constantlr at the north and flo,rs out at the south 
towm·ds the Dead Sea. Lake Ueorgc is slightly longer at 
about 16 miles and slightly narrower at about 6-!-7 miles, 
and, of course, it may Yary according to the district rain­
fall oyer a cycle of years. 

As stated earlier, both lakes are flanked by moun­
tainous ridges; in the case of Lake George there are peaks 
2900 and 3000 feet aboYe sea ]eye! in the Great DiYiding 
Hauge nearby on the cast and the spur range on the 
west. There arc almost identical heights flanking the north 
of Galilee. '!'he southern flanks of Galilee rise to :lOOO feet 
aboYe sea leYel. The town of Nazareth, for instance, 
nestling on the eastern side of a range, is 1800-1900 feet 
np. 

'l'he great difference in the two lakes is that ,rhereas 
the Lake George water leYel is approximately 2220 feet 
aboye sea leYel, that of Galilee is 682 feet below the leYel 
of the :Mediterranean. As can be imagined, this difference 
giYes Galilee a much deeper setting in its Yalley than Lake 
Ueorgc in its valley. ..t'Uso, the climates are unlike: \YC 
all knO\r the climate at Lake Ueorge resembles ours here 
in Canberra; that, along the shores of Galilee is at least 
sub-tropical. 

I \Yell remembe1· my first sight of Galilee on 26th 
September, 1918, as we rode dmn1 from ?'fazareth to 
'l'iberim;, the old town with a Roman name, built on the 
shore of the lake at about the miclwar line. "Rocle down" 
is the descriptiYe phrase all right. I mentioned that 
Nazareth ,ms 1800-1900 feet high (about the same as 
Canbena), hut for most of the 25 miles or so the road 
winds through valleys and over ridges of similar height, 
and it is mainly in the last few miles that it drops very 
steepl~- to the water's edge at 110ar1y 700 feet below sea 
Jeyel. 

Leslie \Y eatherhead, speaking of the suddenness of the 
storms on Galilee, says it is this great depth, together with 
the gullies ,rhich funnel the ,vincl into the lake from the 
cast, which make it so subject to sudden storms. The cold 
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etn'l'cnts from snowy 11crmon rush d0\n1 to displace the 
lwatcd air rising on•r the sea. The speed with ,rhich a 
storm can gather on Ualilce i::; almost incredible. 1 myself 
han:- seen such storms on the Sea and thought back to the 
).;('w Testament descriptions which tallietl ,rith the ,rell 
knmrn fact that they subside with equal rapidity and tlw 
Sc•a becomes its lon•ly blue tranquil self again. 

Of quite recent years Canberra residents haYc been 
appalled by at least t,ro boating tl'agcdics on Lake Ueorgc 
when sudden storms haye "·hipped up treacherously rough 
water, swamping and capsizing small pleasure craft. l 
belieYc the same situation ari::;cs ,vhcrebY the ,Yinds rush 
into the Yalh~y of LakP Ucorgc under unl1smtl atmospheric 
<·onditions. 

Hecently 1 read an early reference to Lake Ueorge as 
being a suitable site for the then projected capital an<l it 
spoke of the adequate and good water suppl;_\· of the Lake . 
...\etrn1l1y, the water is ,rhat we term brackish, but in 
Ualilee the ,vater is fresh from the perpetual snows of the 
~\nti .Lebanons, and if not contaminated by the presence 
of towns and villag:Ps along its shores would he more likt: 
( 

1otter ,rakr. 
It is interesting) too, in riewing the two maps to see 

tlw road from Canberra reaching Lake George through 
Upary·s Uap at about the middle of its north-south line 
mH.l proceeding north along its ,restern shore (and the 
similarity to the Xazareth-Tilwrius road), and then con­
tinuing north along the shore for some miles before it 
lt•ares the shore line. H(•1·c and there arc small flats formed 
by the spreading out of ravines or gullies. In biblical 
t imcs sueh flats, as we would tcrn1 them, were referred 
to as plains. and it is ,rdl authenticated that this ,vcstern 
shore of the Sea was settled Yrry thickly in villages and 
towns. Jt ,ras in fact the an•n in which ,Jesus spent much 
oJ' his thl'('(' )'('1.ll'S. rninistr,L 

l•'inally, the Sea of Galilee has been rcforrcd to in 
histo1T bY S('rC'raJ names. .It is first recorded as the sea of 
C'him1\•rcth or C'hirnwroth in the book of Numbers 3-!: 11. 
Lah'r it was rm·icd. to Gemwsaret or Uennesareth, and as 
< :alilee was first rnrnti01wd in .-ioshu.1 20 : 7. It became the 
St•a of TilH'rius :from the Roman cit~- on its shores. Of 
(•om·st', it is in the :"\cw Testament that Galilee becomes so 
p1·omincnt as a district and the lake or sea itself. 

In 1810 ,rhen Lakr George ,Yas discorcretl it was 
1·pt'crrcd to ::is '\\'crriwa urn.I variations, as our explorers 
in1erpretcc1 thC' aboriginal pronunciation. 
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A NOTE ON THE REVEREND MICHAEL 
E. ROSE 

AUSTRALIA'S FIRST JEWISH MINISTER 

Habbi Ur. I. Porush wrote in Vol. II, Part IV, p. 17~ 
of the J·ournal and Proceedings of the ..Australian Jewish 
Historical Society that "the first ::\Iinistcr (Reader) in the 
eolony ,raH the HeY. )I. B. Hose'! and DaYid Benjamin in 
a note (Yo!. HI, Part X, p. 466) recorded that Rose 
··came in J 835 and remained only a short time" . 

.In the "Report of the Committee of the Sydney (York 
Street) Synagog11e" of 1845 it is said that "In 1835 i\fr. 
Hose and family arrfred ,rith credentials from our Chief 
Hnbbi and ,ras engaged as Header, .i.\Iowell and Shouchet 
to the congregation". This paragraph ,n1s almost literally 
quoted by Joseph Fowles in his "Sydney in 1848". 

,Yhcn did )fr. Hose actnall,· arriYe and whrn did he 
Jean.,> and whereto! 

According to tlw Harbour maste-r·s shipping report, 
1\Ir. )Iichael Hose and wifC', )Im·y1 arrh·ed in Sydney in 
the barque Jlary on :!Oth )Iay, 1835. His profession "·as 
gh-en not as a HcYerC'IHl, hut as a ''dealer". He had no 
ehildrcn. 

])nriug his engagement b;· the Briclgc Street Syua­
gogur Congregation, he.,• not onl,y performed as Header, 
).fohe1l and Sehouchet, but also CC'lehrated marriages. The 
marriage register of the Bridge Street S;nu1gogue shmYs 
e.g. that on 3rd August, 1836! he acted at the marriage of 
:l[r. S. ~forks, of Bungendore, to )liss Sophia Cohen, and 
on ~3rd ..August, 1837, rtt the marriage of Samuel Cohen 
to Rachel Xathan. This was the last marriage nt ,Yhieh hC' 
officiated as minister. On t1H' ,Yhole he nctcd as minister 
at six marriagC's. It is inteL·rsting to notl' tlrnt at thr four 
marriage eerrmonit's }H'rformed hy him in 1 ~36, prrmission 
,yas gin~n b;· .Abraham Pohlck, shmYing the important 
position whic·h this ern:rneipist had in t lw (•ommunit)·. 

lt appears, hcnH'\·c•1·, that <'ither lH' or his wife> did not 
likt' Sydn<'Y 01· the <'ongT('gation. Perhaps hr recPh-cd a 
hrtt-er offrr. lwe:rns(' in ::\fnrC'11, 183~. hr deeiclc'd to lean, 
.\nstr:1lia. TlH'l'(' is no 1·c·eord in tlH' ::\[inntt•s of tlw e011-
gTrgntion ol' thr reasons for his depnrtm·r. 

On (Hh ::\f:-n·c•h. 1S3R, J"saae 8irnmons & Co., weH-known 
m1ctionrc·rs. adn,1·tis('(1 in 'l'lic ~lustralian that "on this claY 
thc•Y ,rPl'P sellin°· in nnrtion a Yariet\~ of 0 ·oods at tJ{e 
1·<,si,le11ec• or }fi·. Sr. E. Hose, Fort Street", heea~1sr }Ir. Rose 
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is leaYing for India'·. ~~nd on 13th :\larch, 1838, The 
,l11strnlia11 reported that on 10th ::\Iareh, 1838, ::\Ir. and 
::\Irs. Rose sail in Waterloo for )laclras (India). No 
records have been found in the Chief Rabbi's archives in 
London of his further activities. I-le had been in Sydney 
for on])~ threC' and a half ye-ars. 

G. F' .. J. BlsRU::\IAX. 

NEWSLETTER 

Extracts from Letters for General Information 

The RcYerend Raymond Apple, of Hampstead Syna­
gogue, England, and formerly of i\Idbourne, has recently 
published the history of the Hampstead Synagogue, and1 

has rec1nestcd our aid and support for his next work, a 
book on the .Je\\'ish Community in Australia. This work 
is to be part of n series conunissimwd by the B'nai B'rith 
in l~ngland. 

'l'he paper, "Solomon Levey-from ConYict to .:\ler­
chant Prince, Part 11. 1l1he Foundation of \YestC'rn Aus­
tralia·' was published in Vol. 5-1 Part 1 of the Journal of 
thr Royal Australian Historical Society, :\larch, 1968. 
rrhis refers to the book reYiew of "Thomas Peel of S,Yan 
Rfrcr" b,· :\Irs. R. Hasluck 111 Vol. VJ. Part 3 of 0111· 

,Journal. · · 

Dr. Bergman made a trip to the \Yarrmnbungles in 
Oc~toher thh; yC'ar. ln the small }Iuseum of the local His­
torical Society of Gunncdah1 he found a photo of "Georg<> 
(°iolwn. first storC'kreppr and postnrnster of GmmN1ah". 

Arrangements for the exchange of Journals ,\ith th(• 
Xew South \Yales country and interstate historical 
societies, as well as some OYerseas societies, haYe been a 
Yital fC>atnrP of our progTC'Ss oyei· the past nine months. 

In almost CYCl'Y hrntancP, the societies ai·e in areas 
where the1·e has been or still exists a strong ,Jmyish Com­
munity. One notable exception is the Clanalder ArchiYes, 
in HaYelock. Yictoria. 
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I:Ian:-lock is in the )Iaryborough district, and there has 
lwen no significunt Jewish Community there since the mid­
HJth ccntlnT. ln his ""Bark ~Jewish Settlers in Victoria 
and Their Problems," Rabbi L. M. Goldman wrote, "Not 
many J cws lin~<l in )Iaryborough, hut they ... held ser­
Yices for the IIigh Fcsth-a]s in 1857 without ;my of t]w 
usual religious equipment ... " 

The Clanalcler Archives is a small but important his­
torical society; it is the result of one man's pride, enthu­
siasm and strongc s011se of purpose. I-Ic is John J-. 
Alderson, the Bditor of the Archives' Journal, "The 
Clanaldcr Sennachic," a monthly publication elevating 
itseU: to articles on history, genealogy, aHthropology, folk­
lore, nnd allied subjects, all of which arc dealt with in a 
most scholarly, critical and authoritatiYe manner. The 
journal comprises onl>· a dozen pnges. and a subscription 
costs $1.~0 for one ycnr, or $~.00 for hYo years, hnt it is 
of abundant Yaluc. 

* 
l!Ir. Karl H. Fleischman from ~UYa, Piji, wro1c:­
:i\Ir. Claude Israel has giYen your Journal to me arnl 

explains that there is nothing he could possibl>· add to the 
dctnils gin•n in the Pa1wr by A. l\I. Guran. There is an 
c•ncyclopedia of 190~ or 1906 ·which lists the then citizens 
of note and he tells me it giYcs details about early SmYish 
settlers . .I must endcaYour to locate it \\·hen there is tinw 
to do this. ..Anything of Yaluc I \\·ill, of course, pass on to 
>"OU. 

:.\Ir. Pro-weller, of Sydney, appears not to ha.Ye been 
here or, alternath·cly we 1Ycre tnYay \Yhen he called. 

'l'he details on the tombstones ,Yill ha.-e to follow later 
but I will certain};· gather and send you \Yhat material is 
;i ntila blc \\·hen it is done. 

'r]w siln,r Chuppa came from Australia. It ,ms 
brought in by Sir Henry )larks, for the wedding of his 
(laughter, :.\Iirimn. A rabbi earne OYCl' from i\Iclbmlrnc for 
the occasion. :.\Iiriam married Yietor Abel and later they 
·went to England w1wre she eYentually passed a,ya;-. It is 
thought that the \Yetkling \Yas about forty-fiye years ago. 

The Chuppa was sent to Sam Pezaro, .Auekland, Xc,\· 
½ealand, and :.\fr. Claude Israel thinks it ,n1s used the1·,, 
in a Rd'orm Synagogne. At the same time the Shofer ,Yas 
sent back also. Both these were sent back about 1963 or 
rYen later. The Shofer was also brought in for 1\Iiriam's 
,yeclcling. · 
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At the time of the 1Iiriam :i\Iarks wedding, serYices 
used to be held here in the home of Gabriel :i\Iarks, a 
brother of Sir Henry. 

Incidentally, when the Shafer and Chuppa were sent 
1 o Aucklancl in 1962/63 or even later, a certificate 
authorising a rabbi to conduct seryices was also sent. 
This would be quite an historical document, which perhaps 
~·ou might be able to locate through your Auckland con­
tacts and haYe it returned to Sydney. 

I hope to look more into early Jewish residents in 
... '1-pia, "\Vestern Samoa, when I mn there in the next few 
months. 

Dr. Isadore S. )!eyer, our corresponding member in 
Xew York wrote:-I returned from a trip abroad on 3rd 
December, 1967, after having spent two months away from 
home: six weeks in Israel, and two weeks in Europe, o.r 
which one \\·eek was spent in England. I left London on 
3rd December. "\Yhilc there I Yisited all the Libraries of 
.JflYish interesti the \Yiener Library, the l\Iocatta Library 
of the ,Jewish Historical Society, which is housed at the 
Unfrersity of London, the Library of Je,Ys College, and 
the British :1Iuseum. I also had occasion to visit the British 
Public Record Office which houses records of American 
colonial interest of the 17th and 18th centtu·ies, including 
18th century records of American Jews who were mer­
chants here and were in touch with the British Board of 
'frade and Plantations. i\Iy regret was that I could not 
stay in London for a longer period. I attended a meeting 
of the ExecntiYC Council of the Jewish Historical Society 
of England, ·whose Chairman is Dr. Richard Barnett, ol' 
the British i\Iusenm, where I presentccl a proposal on 
behalf of the American Jewish Historical Society that we 
hold a joint meeting· of our society and theirs in the 
Summer of 1970. I helicw at that time they will also 
eommemorate the seyenty-fifth anniyersar;v of the Jewish 
T-I istorical Society of England. 

.,,. 

Hl(i7 :IIlDDLE EAS'l' CIUSJS COLLECTIO:\'. 
The American Jewish Historical Society during the 

midst of t1w :\Iicldlc East Crisis in June, 1967, initiated H 
collection of material demonstrating their reaction of 
~\.merican J cwrr to this cyent. Our request was answered 
by an unusually rapid and Yast response. During the first 
six months of the project we recefred oyer 5500 itC'ms 



X c,csletter 291 

demonstrating the acth·itics of the .,A.merican comn1unity 
<lmiug the period of the Crisis and its aftermath. lllost 
encouraging was the immediate request by several noted 
.Israeli, English, and American scholars to use this 
(•ollcetion. 

PIWl"ESSOH ZBLMA:'\ C01YEN ADDRESSES 'l'HB 
ROYAL AUS'l'RALlAX HlS'l'OHlCAL SOOIB'l'Y. 
On 'l'ncsda,·, 30th July, the Vice-President, 1Ir. 111. Z. 

Forbes, and the Honorary Secretary, l\Irs. Louise Rosen­
berg, attended the Lecture giYen before the Royal Aus­
tralian Ilistorical Society, History I-louse, 0 Young Street, 
Sydney, by Professor Zelman Cowen on his recently pub­
lished biography of: Sir Isaac Isaacs. 

Professor Cowen is Vice-Chancellor o:f. the ~cw Eng­
laud l'nin•rsity, and was formerly professor of Public 
Law and DC'an of the Law Fneulty at }lclhonrne Luh·crsity. 
Barlier this year, he lweame the first person to reeeiYe the 
'·~\ustralian J'e\\· of the Year" award. 

He told of his difficulties in assembling the material 
for Sir Isaac Isaacs' biography, and he told interesting and 
amusing ancellotes ,rhieh :;hmn?d the complex personality 
of a man who, in many respects, was one of Australia's 
most distinguished but, eo11t1·on'rsial, pnblic figures. Pro­
fessor Cmven traced the public career of Sir Isaac OYer the 
~-cars when lw ,vas first a hnrycr, then a member of the 
Victorian Parliament, a member of the Federal Parlia­
ment and .. Attorney-General of the Commonwealth, a 
Judge, Chief Justice of the High Court, and erentuall~\ the 
first .Australian-born Governor-General. 

.rn\YlSH SOClOLOGlCAL CONl"ERBNCB 
At J.Ionash l.~nh-crsity, )Iclbourne, a J·ewish Sociolo­

gical Conference will take place from Sunda;v. 24th 
August, until )Ionday, 25th .. :\.ngust, 1969. 

HAHOLD BOAS, i,;s,1., O.B.B. 
lneludctl in the list of t,rcuty-eight "\Yest Australians 

honoured in the Xew Year Honours List ,ras the name of 
Harold Boas, of IY est Perth, for sc1Tices to architcctur,• 
and town planning. This Society extl~1Hls its congratula­
tions to )Ir. Baos on the occasion of this honour upon so 
distinguished a citizen of \Y cstern Australia where he has 
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been a Yalucd link ,vith us in the work of the Austl'alhrn 
.Jewish Historical Soeiet~·. 

'l'HB ACSTRALIA DAY :\lOYE)IENT 
Rabbi Dr. L Porush, of the U-reat Synagogue, Sydney) 

has aclYised the Australia Day :\foyement that the Syna­
gog11e ns we 11 as the .Association of J cwish i\Iinisters in 
Australia and Xew Zealand associates itself with the 
)Im·emcnt and ·will co-operate in bringing to the notice of 
the public the importance of ... -\.ustralia Day. 

Rabbi Dr. R. Brasch, of Temple Emanuel, Sydney, 
has also indicated the Temple's full co-operation and "·hole­
hemted support of the :\Io,·ement. 

TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT 
The Annual General :Meeting for 1967 ,vas held on 5th 

December, 1967, and mw Half-Yearly General :i\Ieeting on 
20th August, 1968. At the former meeting the Election 
of Officers resulted as follo\YS:-

Patron-Jicmhcrs: '!'he Hon. ).fr. Justice Sugerman. 
1'he I-Ion. Sir Archie l\Iichaelis, Kt. 

Ptcsitlent: Habhi Dr. 1. Pomsh, O.B.E., Ph.D. 
rice-Presidents: ).I. Z. Porbes, B.A., LL.B. 

G. F. J. Bergman, D.Ec., LL.B. 
lion. Sccrcfory/1'reas1ucr: ).frs. Louise Rosenberg. 
Editor of Publications: ).f. H. J(e1lcrman, B.Ec., ::\f.A.C'J~., 

F.I.B.A., F.C.E.S. 
Committee: G. Beecher. 

).lrs. P. D:n·is. 
II. Dreyer. 
X. A. Esst'rnmn, B.Sc., },. lnst.P., A.).l.LE. 
Rabbi Dr. A. Fabian, LL.D. 
Dr. J-. Sclmccweiss, )I.B., B.S., ).l.R.C.P.E. 
S. Stedman. 

After formal business, Dr. Bergman presented his 
Paper, "Phineas J\Ioss-A Pioneer Jewish Civil Servant 
ancl Author." Phineas )loss was the first free Jewish 
Public Serrnut, the first Je\\"ish Author, and he made the 
first ,Je\\"ish Calendar for use in the colony. 

The next Paper, presented by Dr. E. F. Kunz, i\.Ianu­
scripts Officer of the i\Iitchell Library, was entitled "The 
HeYerend Isaac Friedman -.A Colonial Career." Dr. 
Knnz's Paper has been described as "a definitive biography 
of a delightful and almost legendai~- character who co11-
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tl'ibuted a great deal to the deYelopment of Jewish Com­
munities in Ke-w South \\.,. ales, Tasmania and Victoria." 
lsaac Friedman, "·as the first I-Iungarian Jewish migrant 
to come to Australia, arrfring here in .1.\..pril, 1833, at the 
ngc.: of twenty-eight years. 

Both Dr. Bergman's Paper and Dr. Kunz's Papc1· 
stimulated considerable interesting and productive discus­
sion among the seyent;y-fiYc mcmbcl'S and friends present. 

The Secretary's Annual Report rcwaled that records 
were aYailable to show that organised Jewish Jifc in 
Australia had begun one hundred and fifty years ago, in 
1817, ,rith the formation of a Chevra Kaclisha. Also, it was 
disclosed that the approach which had been made to all 
congn~gations and major organisations throughout }~ .. us­
tralasia in December and January to obtain from them 
copies of their reports and other historical material, was 
proYing itself a resounding success, and more fruitful than 
had been anticipated. This approach \Yas designed to help 
us preserye as complete a record of the comnn1nity ns 
possible, and as eYidence of the Societ~y's work fol' future 
generations. 

The heartening increase in our membership has now 
made it necessary to increase Olll' Journal order from Jh-c 
hundred copies per issue to seYen hundred, per issue. 

The meeting ,rns told of plans for a series of functions 
to be held to mark the ninetieth ..:\J1nh-ersary of the Great 
Synagogue. These included an exhibition of historical 
material to be tnTanged in conjunction \\·ith the Historical 
Society. 

Also in January, ,re were inYited to participate in an 
exhibition to he held in June, in Buenos .1.'ures, entitled 
'"'Jewish Press of the '\Yorld." The exhibition \Yas to form 
part of a series of eycnts whereby the Congregation 
lsraclita de la Hepuhlica ..:irgentina, t1w oldest community 
in that country, \YHS tommemornting its one hundred and 
sixth annfrersary. 

On ~Oth August, l!l68, we held our Half-Yearly 
<:cnera1 :.:.\frt•ting at ,Yhieh tribute "·as paid to 1Ir. A. Roth­
field and }fr. Y. Smith, \Yho had both passed ,nya~- t}u, 
1 lny before. 

I h·. Pornsh drt•w at tent ion to tlw fact that the ...--\..us­
t ralinn .Jl'wish ]li:,;torieal Soci(•ty was exac•tlY thirty Years 
old. 11(• suggest(>d that considt:ratio11 might be gi\·~n at 
0111· 1wxt rneetit1g to the possibility ol' marking tlw oec,n­
sion hy a spe(·ial C\"l'll1 or in il partieuhu· munnr1·. 
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After the official business had been dealt with, Dr. 
G. F. J. Bergman presented his Paper, "Samuel Cohen­
Pioneer and Parliamentarian with a Religious Conscience". 
The subject of this work was a distinguished Jewish 
politician of Xe,Y South \Yales in the mid-19th century; 
a prominent and influential man ,Yhose religion was to 
him a Yirtual ,Yay of life. JJr. Bergman told the nreeting 
that Samuel Cohen had been, on occasion, prepared to pre­
judice his chances of re-election to Parliament rather than 
break the Sabbath by Yoting on Friday night. As a con­
:,;cqucnce, he enjoyed the respect and support of his friends 
and opponents alike. 

nirs. Louise Rosenberg read a summarised version of 
the biography of the ReYercnd A. T. Boas. It dealt with 
the life and minishT of a man who deYoted his efforts and 
,Yell-directed energies to making the Jewish people of 
Australia receptive to a Jewish way of lifr, during fifty­
three years of the Comnuu1ity~s early deYelopment-from 
1870 to 1923. 

During the discussion period nrr. Geoffrey Solomon, 
President of the Newcastle Hebrew Congregation, gayc a 
brief address on the Newcastle Jewish Cormnunity, which 
had once heen prosperous, thriYing and vigorous. 

\Ye have had enquiries from numerous so1u·crs for 
inJormation regarding personalities in our early history. 
These include the Hon. S. A. Joseph, 11I.L.A., who was a 
prominent figure in the religious and commercial life of 
S;nlnC'~- in the mid-l!Jth century, Emanuel Solomon, and 
Sarah =.\loses, ,rife of ::.\Ioses =.\loses, 011 "·hose tombstone is 
written the curious epitaph, '" ... Died of a broken heart 
from pecular(sic) family trials-Peace to her shade. i\fay 
the Divine Creator receive her soul into m-erlasting rest 
... and pardon her .former unnatural oppressors. 1

' 

The firm of Glaxo Laboratories are researching into 
the lfres and origins of the compan~-'s founders, Joseph 
Xathan and ,Jacob Joseph, in Xe,Y Zealand, and ,vc arc 
assisting. 

The report contained details of latest publications 
dealing ,Yith Jewish matters in Australia. 

'"The Je"ish Community in Australia" (Raymond 
Apple). 

"'Zion in Oul' Time" (Max Freilich). 
"'From .Assimilation to Group Surdn1r· (Peter 

lviedding) . 
''Tlw Heritage of 1sracl" ( Rabbi Silas J. 
'"'fanac Isaacs" (ZPlman Cowen). 
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.Jlcmbcrs of our Society, and others in the community, 
arc presently engaged in preparing contributions for the 
Bncyclopcdea Judaiea to be published, it is expected, in 
1970. We have been called upon in this connection to 
1·csearch many notable Australian personalities. 

)Ir. Harold Boas, of Perth, has made a handsome 
benefaction to the Society in honour of his father, the 
l{cycrcnd Abraham 'l'obias Boas, on the completion of the 
biog-raphy of the latter. The question of the ultimate 
publication of the work has been considered in committee 
and ,rith ::\Ir. Harold Boas, and tcntatiYc plans haYc been 
drawn up for the most appropriate form such a work 
shoulcl take. 

With respect to the publication of the History of the 
\Yestcrn Suburbs Synagogue, it has been agreed that this 
histor0· be up-chited and released in September, 1969, to 
allo"· its publication to coincide with the present 
Synagogue's fiftieth Anniyersary Celebrations. 

Our cor1·cspo11cling member in America, Dr. Isadore 
1\lcycr, a(h-ises that at his suggestion, last year, the Arneri­
can and English Jewish Historical Societies have arranged 
to call a joint 1neeting to celebrate the scYenty-fifth anni­
rcrsary of the latter, in the Summer of 1969, in Bnglancl. 
Dr. Meyer and Dr. Anthon,- ,Joseph \\'ill represent this 
Society. 

Dr. Joseph has also ach·iscd that he would like to 
make a grant to the Societ~· :for the purpose of haying a 
forthcoming issue of our Journal deYotcd entirely to 
Papers and Articles of genealogical interest. \Y c liayc on 
lrnnd 1 and arc in the process of acquiring more suitable 
material for such a journal. 

The JC'wish )Iatrruity Society is to cdcbratc its ouc 
hundred and twcntT-fifth annfrersarY carh· next Year. It 
is the oldest extant~ hC'nc\·olcnt societ\· in ~ur com~nnnity. 
It was origina11y "The Dorcas Society", tlwn it lwcamc "l1lw 
S,-dne,· Hehre\\' Ladies' ~Iatemit,- and Benevolent 
Society", and it h, nmY knmrn as "The .Jc•wish )fotcrnity 
Society". H has been "·01·king continnousl~· fo1· tlw W('lfal'<' 
of tlw mHh•rpri\·ileged and deprin'd ,ronwn members of 
the eonmrnnitY for almost one hundred and twcntY-fiYr 
,n'ars. The S0ciety's reeords from its inception to· 1923 
lrnn~ hcrn rnh;laid in thL' Synagogue, arnl ,n, ha\·p hcen 
approached to assist in their recon~ry. 

~\lr. 0. E. Phillips is proceeding with the writing of 
a Papel' on 1hP ~\rchih'ctural Plans of Sydney's Synagogues. 
Sll<'h n P,qwr would he of t1·pmernlous interest nnd Ynlue, 
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and )lr. Phillips is unusually well qualified in eYery rcspert 
to handle this challenging assignn1cnt. 

rl'he Society- records its appreciation of the work done 
by willing indidduals ,Yho assist the exccutiYc at all times. 
Special mention is made of l\Irs. Phoebe DaYis who brought 
the cash books up to date, and J\Irs. j\L H. Kellerman for 
her assistance to the Secretary and Editor as typist and 
reader. 

It ,Yas t-ltrongly rccommc11{led at the last Committee 
.:.\Iceting, that a positiYe approach should he made to such 
nwmbers of the Community who arc deemed to be qualified1 

to \\Tite I-Iistories of the n1rious organisations and insti­
tutions throughout Australia. 

1t was suggested that Habbi Porush might consider 
tompiling a history of tlw Beth Din in .A._ustralia; Rabbi 
F'abian, a monograph on the first Jewish Chaplain (Rabbi 
Danglow?). Other organisations to be corndderecl are the 
}Iontefiorc Home, the -Welfare Society, the Help in Need 
Society, and B'nai B'rith. 

::\Iention ,ms made of biographies of such religious 
arnl lay leaders as Rabbi Danglow, )fr. }I. B. Newrnan, 
Rabbi L. A. Falk, the ReYerend ..A. B. DaYis1 the Rcyerend 
}I. Hintcl, }fr. }I. ".\.shlrnnas,·, }Ir. D. ,T. Benjamin. 

The TrPasurer's Report indicates:~ 
Balance in Bank $2,22-1.26. 
Vahw of Bond held by Commonwealth Bank, 

$1,000; total $3,22-1.26. 
Liabilities, Kil. 

The Society records its appreciation ol: the co-opera­
tion giYen by the Great Synagogue and the Printer, D. S. 
Ford, represented by :IIr. Keith Ford and his staff. 

BOOK REVIEWS 
/S..:LlC ISA ... JCS, Zelman Cowen, Oxford LniYersit:r Press 

1967, pp. Yiii 272. $6.00. 
Legal biographies are not noted as best-sellers except 

perhaps occasionall)· when the author, often a journalist 
with a flair for the law, has selected a popular hnvyer ,vho 
has featured in sensational trials. Pntil more recent times, 
little ,Yas attempted in the field of Australian legal 
biogTaph)·, and in most instances these writings have been 
of a politico~historical character. Jn the case of such an 
eminent .. Australian as Sir Isaac Isaacs there are mauy 
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facets of a life, albeit lacking popular appeal, which con­
tributed in forge measure to the formation and later 
dcYelopment of the .Australian Commonwealth and its 
Constitution. Xow, more than three decades after Isaacs 
retired from actin~ public life, Pl'ofessor Zelman CmYcn, 
formerly DL'an of the Paculty of LcnY in the LniYcrsity of 
}Iclbonrnc and at present Vice-Chancellor of the l"nh·ersity 
of :Kc,Y Bngland, has produced a "·ork of matu1·c research 
and scholarship. This will enable the rc•ader to assess, in 
trnP and pro1wr pcl'spectiYe, the life and worth of Sir 
Jsaac .Isaacs, a :founding fatlwr of the Australian Federa­
tion, a jurist of the highest eminence, and Australia's first 
natiYc born Uon'rnor-Gcneral. He was withal a man whose 
life demands study hy the spccinlist and gc•1wral reader 
alikr. 

This biography of lsaaes, a nonagenarian, is remark­
nbly \Yell balanced in its scope and treatment, and the 
author, himsdf qnalifipd as a noted student of the hnY and 
lC'gal theory) including .. ~ustralian constitutional problems, 
has been more than careful to aYoid too detailed and 
tl'Llions account of the Federal ConYention Debates and of 
the nmnerous and important decisions in which Isaacs 
played a leading role> as a m<."mher of the High Con1·t 
Bench. Zelman Co,Ycn furnishes ample material illustrat­
ing the range and depth of Isaacs' learning but it is clear 
L'nough that there also ,ras nnwh dogmatism and 1)l'clant1·y 
which <'arncd dislike. T ndccd, there ,ras no stage of 
Isaacs· long can°er ,Yhen this man of such extraordinmT 
i<'a1'ning ai.lll talents did not exhibit an inabilit~· to cO­
opcrnte with others ,Yho did not share the same legal 
"ubtlct:\- and uncompromising z<."al for a cause or a theory. 

'l'he author traces Isaacs' participation in the ConYcn­
tion Debates (1897-1898), and his later part as a .Judge 
in the interpretation 0£ tlw Constitution is c•xplaincd in ;1 

lucid and penetrating Chapter from which a lawyer and 
also tlw Jarman \Yill gain a Yalnable introduction to the 
L·omplexitiL's of tlw Parlier dcYelopnwnt of the Federal 
( 

1onstitntion. The piC'tnr(' cle;irly ernei·grs of lsaacs as a 
thampion o-f tlw national ,Yclfarr, urging nnd himself 
broadening the supremacy of l<"'cdcral law and po,yers. 
His lasting rontrilmtion was in tlw iidd of l'onstitntiolla1 
Law, and although it mny lK' too soon to rcarh a final con­
<·lusion rrgnrding the signifi.(•ancc and pernnrncnct' of his 
Yir,rn arn1 throl'ies, there C'an he no (1ouht that no Juclg:c 
,md no strn1en1 e,m <'YPI' ignore tlw inflllL'lll't' or lsn,H· 
J:.,;;iM·s upon the (\pn•loprncnt of the ....-\m;tra1im1 Co11sti1ntio11. 
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AH .. A.ustralians, and not least those of the Jewish 
J'aith, "·ill be fascinated by the meteoric rise of this son o{ 
insignificant .Jewish immigrants who reached these shores 
with the influx which follmYed the Victorian gold 1·ushes 
in the 'fifties of the last century, }fax Gordon, of the 
Victorian Branch of the Australian J cwish Historical 
Society, has already published a biography in which are 
gin~n details of Isaacs1 antecedents and of his early life 
as a natfrc of )Ielbourne, and later as a schoolboy at 
Yackan<landah. The present author has succeeded in 
disco,·ering more details of Isaacs' parents and his early 
life. He has had access to papers and family source 
material which hitherto remained undisclosed but, as thc 
recorded materinl is so sparse, the oyerall early picture is 
still shadmYy. lt is now estahlishecl, howcYel\ that Isaacs 
as a child, as a young man, and eYen, to an extent, in his 
later life, was dominated by the formidable figure of his 
mother, H.cbeccah. As Zelman Cowen indicates, Reheccah 
Isaacs was a highly intellectual woman whosr character 
and personality ,Yere reproduced in the early brilliance and 
ambition of her son. It is mnazing to read the terms o.!: 
some of the lette1·s passing between mother and son, and 
it is from a perusal of a few of such letters that much 
light is shed upon the complex nature of the character of 
Isaac Isaacs. 

)lost readers \\'ill find much interest in the nmr 
material which eYidence the tangled CYents which finally 
srcured for Isaacs the appointment as Gmwernor-General 
of the Commonwealth. The action of the Scullin Labor 
GoYermnrnt,_ in 1931, in pressing the British Gon~rnment 
to appoint c:111 .Australian born GoYernor-General was un­
precedented and the forces of consern1tism in Buckingham 
Palace and elsewhere, including some .1-lustralian circles, 
n1most succeeded in preyenting the appointment. 'J.lhc 
.. Australian OoYernment could not liaYe hoped for a more 
distinguished and suitable appointee, hut it is not without 
iron:'-w that the honour was conferred on Isaac Isaacs, in 
mnny respects Yery eonseryatfre and a life long supporter 
of the British Bmpirc. 

There is little to be said of Isaacs as an Australian 
-Tew. In his earlier life he appears to have taken some 
intrrl'St in the c1ffair8 of the Jewish CommunitY. He was 
apparently YenT -familiar with Jewish religious~ literatnr<', 
and in hh: retirement he "Tote and contributed some 
Prndite articles on some aspects of Jewish thcolog;v. His 
hol<l 011 aetin• ,Jrwish life, outside of the immediate con­
thws of his famil.v, was very tenuous. Tu his old age Ju· 
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wrote a lengthy series of diatribes against the Zionist 
cause at a time when refuget•s were e.lan1ouring for entry 
to the Jewish ~ational Home in Palestine. The Jewish 
State \Yas then in its birth throes, and it is sad, indeed, 
that lsaac lsaaes, the elder statesman, embarked upon a 
sterile controYersy ,Yith the local Zionist protagonist, 
Professor Julius Stone. 

Professor Cowen·s hook is a landmark iu Australian 
biography. The writer·s literary style, unlike that of many 
lawyers, is admirable. Jt is a timely effort which does full 
justice to the life and '\\·ork of a Yery great .Australian. 
The book is delightfully printed and the illustrations arc 
well chosen. J.t will be ,ddely read and it may well he 
succeeded lJy further cditiolls. It is the kind of book 
\Yhich will Circulate in many quarters, and in due course 
the Oxford eniYcrsity Press may consider the publication 
o[ a paper-back edition. It remains only to congratulate 
1hr author upon the choice of so worthy a subject and 
npon his completion of this meritorious and 1·cadah1c hio~ 
graphy. 

JL Z. FORBRS. 

ZJO.X JS OlJB 'l'LllE, illax Preilich, illorgau Publicatio11s, 
1967, pp. XX 252. 

'l'hc author, who came to ... i.ustralia fol'ty years ago 
after a n'ry short period of residence in New Zealand, 
latPr a~slrn1cd the lPadcrship of the Zionist Organisation 
in this State and throughout the Commonwealth. Indeed, 
he achieycd an international reputation as an ardent 
worker :for the Zionist moYemcnt, and for the adnu1cement 
ol' the ,Jewish :'\ational Home in Palestine. He participated 
in some of the en~nts ,Yhich helped to bring the State of 
Israel into l)('ing, and he nmY continues to direct his efforts 
towards the growth and den~lopment oi: the Jewish State. 
He was urgwl to \\Tite this personal biography by the late 
Horace B. Xcw1nan, and these )Ien10irs arc now a-ntilable 
to all "·ho would ,i-ish to learn of the life and work of 
one whose name is so well known within the .Je,rish c01n­
nnrnities of this land and be:~ond. 

Those who read this book will appreciate how much 
personal dfort ,ms c[eyoted by :1Iax Freilich and his col­
leag1ws to the cause which has consumed so much of their 
energies. Their "·ork centred around tlw crt•ation o!: a Yer:? 
strong Zionist body in this country, they attended and 
dll'eeted nmm~rous rnet:1ings and furn:tions both at honw 
,md orrrsra:\ they plmnwd ;1111l e01ulnctrd mmiy _..:\pp<1<ds 
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and Campaigns1 and they finally succectled in conYincing 
their co-religionists that the .Jewish faith of to<lay must 
he linked by the most practical associations with Bretz 
Israel. 

.Although Australian Je,n·y is remote Ji·om the centrt'8 
of J e,Yish life and influence, it has nu.rnag9d to play a 
good and useful role, particularly sincp the immigration 
from Burope of more recent tin1es, aiding "·ith counsel and 
with funds efforts to rehabilitate and re-create the liYcs 
of thousands ,rho sought refuge in Palestine, a land which 
was soon to become the ~Jewish State of which I-Icrzl and 
so many others dreamed. So, in these 1'-Iemoirs, the anthol' 
giYes a sufficiently detailed account of the Zionist )Iore­
mcnt in Australia since his arriYal lwre, and mHlC'rstand­
ahlt, tlw C'mphasis is upon his own achieYements. At the 
same time, due recognition is gh-en to the "·ork of othe1·s 
who actiYeh· assisted in all the efforts which continue to 
be maintaii~-ed ln- the Zionist l1'cderation of .Australia and 
~ew Zealand. · 

)Iax Freilich emerges as a man of inflexible purpose, 
single-minded in his aims and dedicated to his ideals and 
to the tasks which he is ahYa~·s anxious to realise. His 
aims and ambitions, it is made to c:1ppear, ·would hrook 
neither delaY nor obstruction. Bducated in Ualicia as a 
Talmudist, ~md apparently intended for the ranks of 
traditional I-Icb1·l'\\' learning, this young prodigy, as lll' 
was, lit('rnlly forced his "·ay into business and secular 
pursuits, 1·eaehing tlw UniYcrsi(v of ViC'nna. Throughout 
his eareer )Iax Freilich has contriYed to O\'Cl'come all 
difficulties in the path of: his plans. Upon his arrin1l in 
Sydner, he "·as keen to become- acth·e in Zionist affairs and 
it is interesting to l'C!<H.l how this neweomer 1n·eyailed OYCl' 
:--om(' of the eal'ly discouragemC'nts. ln our own day his 
cnrn extraordinal'~· driYe and personality brought him into 
touch "·ith llr. H. V. E,·att, with the Prime l\Iinistcr of 
Xew ZC'aland, )Ir. PC'ter Praser, and with other important 
personages oYcr ·whom Preilich ,ras abl(' to exert a pel'­
sonal influence. These personal contacts often achien:'d 
more\ 1wrtieu1ar1~· at crucial times, than ,roulcl han' beell 
possihlc as a result o-f the c01wentional formal approach. 

Prrhaps one of the most significant Chapters in tlw 
Book is that rrlatinµ· to "Dr. En1tt's Yitnl Role" as Chair­
man of t1w .Ad hoe Committee on Palestine when, on 25th 
Xon'mlwl', 1947, the Yotc \Yas taken which resulted in a 
majorit;· in the United Nations for the Partition Plan. 
'I'his dramatic• d('cision wns endorsed and adopt.Cl1 in tlw 
~\ss<·mhl>· a few days later. \Yriting of Dl'. E,·att, the 
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author remarks: ··.1.t was undoubtedly hb great skill as ,1 

tactician and his world stature as a statesman that made 
it possible for the -\d hoe l'ommittcc to 1·each a conclusion 
and to bring its recommendations to the current General 
.Assembly for decision:· lncluded in this Chapter is an 
account of the steps which were taken to send ...:.ibram 
Landa as an Obscrn'.l' ,rith the official Australian delega­
tion nt 1.,ake Success. Landa was a close friend of JJr. 
J<},·att

1 
and }lax Freilich, ,rho considered Ltmda·s presence 

vssential at the Lnited ?\ations1 ,ras instrumental in secur­
ing his at1L'ndancc during the yital deliberations. 'l'hc 
wl'iter also tells how he obtained the support of Peter 
Fraser and ,ras able to inilucnec the Xe,Y Zealand Prime 
}linistcr to align his countr>· ,rith those ,yho :mpported 
tlll' plan o:f the .. Ad hoe Palestine Committee. The 1·cadcr 
is left in no doubt that JJr. BYatt's stand was that of an 
idealist statesman \Yho is quoted as saying: ''"\Yhat l did to 
hring ahout the decision for setting up a Jewish State in 
a part of Palestine' "·as not an act of f;-n-our to the Jews 
hut hecansl' J firmly belicYe in the justice of the J cwish 
tasp.'" Th(' part, howcycr1 \Yhich was played by .A.us­
tralhm Jew1T is not undN·-estimatcd and it is interestin°· 
to learn of t1\~ steps ,rhich ,rerc take1{ to enfo;t the sn1;po1i 
of the GoYernment and people of the Commo1nrenlth. The 
author concludes on the note that there remains a need for 
tlw Zionist il.[on'ment to safC'guard the Jr\\ish future' in 
tlw Diaspora and in the State of Israel alike. 

This Historical Societ~· ,relc011ws the publication or 
this fascinating story and biograph~-. So Yery little has 
been at1empted in tlll' past1 and perhaps this Yolmne ,rill 
spur othl'l'S to add thrh- c•ontribution to the written record 
of ,Jt,,dsh life in Australia. Jt is idle to fail to l\'cognise 
tlw potpntial of the Jewish communities of the Common­
,n,alth, and therefore it is olwious that 01·ganizations and 
their 1C'mlers should be aliYe to the urQJ:'nt'·· need to rC'cord 
t hl' ston· of progress and achieYenwnt in all local fields 
or C'ndt>aYOlU'. So far as ?.lax Freilich js conccrn('<.1. ns 
)fr. ,Justiee Sugerman eornmcnts in the J;'Ol'L'word, these 
)[c•moirs con'r a grC'at d<'al more than a personal ,rnto­
hiography. 'l'he>· \\·ill sN·,·e as a p<'rmaiwnt r<•co1·d of m1 
impol'tnnt epoeh in .Australian ,Jewish life. 

}I. Z. FOimJ;;c;. 



BENEFACTIONS 
IN MEMORY 

OF 

ERNEST SiUIDEL MARKS, C.B.E. 
ADOLPH AND AMELIA ALEXANDER 
GERALD AND ISABELLE BENJAMIN 

ERNEST R. BARUCH 

~IMON JOSEPH GUSS 
SIR SiUIDEL AND LADY COHEN 

HYAM SHOLOM AND KATHLEEN 
filMl\lELFERB 

HERMAN AND RACHEL AHRONSON 

WILLIMI L. AND GLADYS N. COHEN 
ELIAS AND LEBA GREEN 

SIR BENJiUilN BENJiUilN AND LADY 
BENJMUN 

ALFRED AND MAY PHILLIPS 
FREDERICK DAVID AND ESTHER ZILLAH 

l\IlCHAELIS 

JACOB AND EMMA GLASS 
PERCY BRIGHTON COHEN 

LIONEL COHEN 
PHILIP SCHNEIDEMAN 

SYDNEY BENJAl\IlN GLASS 

DAVID JAMES BENJAMIN 

JUDAH AND FANNY ELLIS 
RABBI LAZARUS MORRIS GOLDMAN 

RALPH SYMONDS 

JUDAH GREEN 
PHILLIP MORRIS & DORA ELIZABETH HART 

Rev. ABRAHAM TOBIAS BOAS 










