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in his quiet way finding some good in everybody, some pleasure in everything'. 
Sentiment lies close to the author's pen but so does a harsh realism forced into notice 
by strong use of bush slang and badly expressed speech, often used for humorous 
effect. The book is compounded of humor and tragedy in the Rudd style. In that it 
also contains an unexperienced, contrived description of a charge by Australian soldiers 
during the Boer War, the book seems, in places, to consist of patches of earlier 
writings cleverly but not wholly integrated into a unified story. During 1907 
Spielvogel also wrote for the Melbourne-published periodical The Native Companion, 
but this had only a brief existence. His best writing that year, the poem 'The Call 
of The Wandering Jew', appeared in the Bulletin, and in 1909 he contributed to The 
Lone Hand a story, 'Amy's Other Man'. 

After leaving the Settlement, Spielvogel did relieving teaching during 1907-09 in 
different districts. While at Orbost late in 1908, he trained the older boys to plough, 
to harrow and roll the soil and assigned each of them a strip of land on which to grow 
vegetables. The boys' exhibit of these in the local show caused the district Agricultural 
Society and the Shire Council to finance Orbost's young farmers' exhibit at the 
Melbourne Show. Spiel himself had learnt rural techniques from the expert farmers 
of the Wimmera. During 1909 he moved to Spring Gully, Bendigo, thence, in 1911 
to Longwood. That year, at the Great Synagogue, Sydney, he married Deniliquin­
born Jessie Muriel Harris, daughter of Henry Harris who owned the Hebrew Standard; 
as the years passed they had three sons, Laurie, Bill and Phillip. Jessie's brother Phillip 
later became editor of Aussie, a periodical specialising in humor and first world war 
reminiscences, published in 1918-31. Jessie and Nathan Spielvogel made their first 
home at Longwood where Spiel taught through 1911 to 20 September 1914. During 
1911, in addition to the pieces 'On The Road to Orbost' and 'The Breaking of The 
Chain', published in the October issue of The Lone Hand, the first draft of 'The Affair 
At Eureka' appeared, spread over the January-February issues. The year after that, The 
Lone Hand printed 'The Decoy Duck' in the April issue and 'Lieberie' in August. 

When in 1912 Martin Hansen and Dugald McLachlan compiled The Austral Garden 
of Verse, they included Spielvogel's 'Our Gum Trees', which is quotable still: 

We've seen the Red, like a thirsty king, 
Bend over the silent stream; 

We've seen the Mallee its tassels fling 
To steal of the sunset's gleam. 

The Blue's young shoots, with his leaves gray pearled, 
A cloud that has gone awry; 

The lronbark with his limbs up-hurled 
As though he would win the sky. 

The poem gave its title to a book of Spielvogel's poetry published in 1913 and which 
included verses from the Bulletin, The Worker and The School Paper. The Bread and 
Cheese Club edition of Our Gum Trees and Other Verses, edited by J.K. Moir, appeared 
in 1943. The original edition of forty-eight pages, printed by D.W. Paterson and 
distributed for the author by J. Main, bookseller of Euroa, was 'a tastefully printed 
booklet in brown and gold paper cover' and contained thirty-two short poems. In 
reviewing the book the Education Gazette commented that the poems had 'a manly 
sincerity, and they bear evidence of a genuine love for nature and for things Australian 
- always clearly expressed, sometimes crudely and occasionally with power - which
entitle them to respect, and should confer on them a considerable measure of
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CLYDE SAMUEL EPSTEIN 

In June, 1983 Clyde Samuel Epstein, President of the Hobart Hebrew Congregation 
passed away after a short illness. He had been President of the Congregation since 
1959, and thanks to his devoted and hard work, this small Community was kept alive 
and active. The Funeral was conducted in a most dignified manner by Rabbi A. 
Sternfein of Melbourne, a longtime friend, and Clyde is buried next to his parents in 
the Jewish section of the Cornelian Bay Cemetery, Hobart. He was born in Hobart 
some 80 years ago and his late father, Moses Epstein, was actively concerned with the 
Synagogue and at one stage was its honorary Reader. 

Rev. I. Morris was Minister in Hobart from 1910-1921 and he taught Judaism to 
the children and he must have been an excellent teacher because Clyde had a thorough 
knowledge, and that enabled him to conduct Divine Services in the Synagogue. 
Unfortunately, there has not been a resident Minister in Hobart since 1956, but thanks 
to Clyde Epstein and some other members of the Congregation the doors of the 
Synagogue were opened every Sabbath. We hope this will also continue now. 

The deceased had graciously represented the Congregation at official functions and 
he conducted very dignified Services on every Anzac Day, when representatives of the 
Federal and State Government were present, in the Synagogue. 

He was well known and respected in many spheres, in business and tourism circles, 
having worked as a bookmaker. He was a frequent visitor at Wrest Point and in this 
way met many visitors to Hobart and induced them to come to the Synagogue and 
to support the Congregation. 

As Vice President of the Executive Council of Australian Jewry, Clyde took a keen 
interest in all deliberations, although he could not attend the meetings personally, and 
he supported every Zionist and Israel-oriented endeavour. At all times he was ably 
supported by his wife Muriel and only daughter June. Messages of sympathy had come 
to the family from all over Australia. 

Hedi Fixel 

BENZION PATKIN 

Benzion Patkin passed away in Melbourne on 25 April, 1984 at the age of 82. He 
was active in the Australian Jewish Historical Society, as in so many other communal 
institutions, until the very end of his long, interesting and worthy life. Born in 
Tatarsk, Russia, in 1902, he received a traditional heder education until the age of nine, 
after which he attended Russian gymnasia in Kaluga, Mstislavl and Moscow. In 1917 
he joined the Zionist youth organisation Akhdut Utkhiyah, and was elected to its 
committee that same year. Later he joined Hehalutz, Gehaver and Maccabi. In 1920, 
when he was a student at Moscow University, he was elected to Maccabi's Moscow 
committee and in 1922 to its all-Russian executive. This brought him to the notice 
of the Bolshevik authorities, which in 1922 banned him from Moscow University as 
well as from the Textile Institute of Technology. Undaunted, Patkin continued his 
Zionist activities underground. 


