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and )lr. Phillips is unusually well qualified in eYery rcspert 
to handle this challenging assignn1cnt. 

rl'he Society- records its appreciation of the work done 
by willing indidduals ,Yho assist the exccutiYc at all times. 
Special mention is made of l\Irs. Phoebe DaYis who brought 
the cash books up to date, and J\Irs. j\L H. Kellerman for 
her assistance to the Secretary and Editor as typist and 
reader. 

It ,Yas t-ltrongly rccommc11{led at the last Committee 
.:.\Iceting, that a positiYe approach should he made to such 
nwmbers of the Community who arc deemed to be qualified1 

to \\Tite I-Iistories of the n1rious organisations and insti-
tutions throughout Australia. 

1t was suggested that Habbi Porush might consider 
tompiling a history of tlw Beth Din in .A._ustralia; Rabbi 
F'abian, a monograph on the first Jewish Chaplain (Rabbi 
Danglow?). Other organisations to be corndderecl are the 
}Iontefiorc Home, the -Welfare Society, the Help in Need 
Society, and B'nai B'rith. 

::\Iention ,ms made of biographies of such religious 
arnl lay leaders as Rabbi Danglow, )fr. }I. B. Newrnan, 
Rabbi L. A. Falk, the ReYerend ..A. B. DaYis1 the Rcyerend 
}I. Hintcl, }fr. }I. ".\.shlrnnas,·, }Ir. D. ,T. Benjamin. 

The TrPasurer's Report indicates:~ 
Balance in Bank $2,22-1.26. 
Vahw of Bond held by Commonwealth Bank, 

$1,000; total $3,22-1.26. 
Liabilities, Kil. 

The Society records its appreciation ol: the co-opera-
tion giYen by the Great Synagogue and the Printer, D. S. 
Ford, represented by :IIr. Keith Ford and his staff. 

BOOK REVIEWS 
/S..:LlC ISA ... JCS, Zelman Cowen, Oxford LniYersit:r Press 

1967, pp. Yiii 272. $6.00. 
Legal biographies are not noted as best-sellers except 

perhaps occasionall)· when the author, often a journalist 
with a flair for the law, has selected a popular hnvyer ,vho 
has featured in sensational trials. Pntil more recent times, 
little ,Yas attempted in the field of Australian legal 
biogTaph)·, and in most instances these writings have been 
of a politico~historical character. Jn the case of such an 
eminent .. Australian as Sir Isaac Isaacs there are mauy 
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facets of a life, albeit lacking popular appeal, which con-
tributed in forge measure to the formation and later 
dcYelopment of the .Australian Commonwealth and its 
Constitution. Xow, more than three decades after Isaacs 
retired from actin~ public life, Pl'ofessor Zelman CmYcn, 
formerly DL'an of the Paculty of LcnY in the LniYcrsity of 
}Iclbonrnc and at present Vice-Chancellor of the l"nh·ersity 
of :Kc,Y Bngland, has produced a "·ork of matu1·c research 
and scholarship. This will enable the rc•ader to assess, in 
trnP and pro1wr pcl'spectiYe, the life and worth of Sir 
Jsaac .Isaacs, a :founding fatlwr of the Australian Federa-
tion, a jurist of the highest eminence, and Australia's first 
natiYc born Uon'rnor-Gcneral. He was withal a man whose 
life demands study hy the spccinlist and gc•1wral reader 
alikr. 

This biography of lsaaes, a nonagenarian, is remark-
nbly \Yell balanced in its scope and treatment, and the 
author, himsdf qnalifipd as a noted student of the hnY and 
lC'gal theory) including .. ~ustralian constitutional problems, 
has been more than careful to aYoid too detailed and 
tl'Llions account of the Federal ConYention Debates and of 
the nmnerous and important decisions in which Isaacs 
played a leading role> as a m<."mher of the High Con1·t 
Bench. Zelman Co,Ycn furnishes ample material illustrat-
ing the range and depth of Isaacs' learning but it is clear 
L'nough that there also ,ras nnwh dogmatism and 1)l'clant1·y 
which <'arncd dislike. T ndccd, there ,ras no stage of 
Isaacs· long can°er ,Yhen this man of such extraordinmT 
i<'a1'ning ai.lll talents did not exhibit an inabilit~· to cO-
opcrnte with others ,Yho did not share the same legal 
"ubtlct:\- and uncompromising z<."al for a cause or a theory. 

'l'he author traces Isaacs' participation in the ConYcn-
tion Debates (1897-1898), and his later part as a .Judge 
in the interpretation 0£ tlw Constitution is c•xplaincd in ;1 
lucid and penetrating Chapter from which a lawyer and 
also tlw Jarman \Yill gain a Yalnable introduction to the 
L·omplexitiL's of tlw Parlier dcYelopnwnt of the Federal 
( 

1onstitntion. The piC'tnr(' cle;irly ernei·grs of lsaacs as a 
thampion o-f tlw national ,Yclfarr, urging nnd himself 
broadening the supremacy of l<"'cdcral law and po,yers. 
His lasting rontrilmtion was in tlw iidd of l'onstitntiolla1 
Law, and although it mny lK' too soon to rcarh a final con-
<·lusion rrgnrding the signifi.(•ancc and pernnrncnct' of his 
Yir,rn arn1 throl'ies, there C'an he no (1ouht that no Juclg:c 
,md no strn1en1 e,m <'YPI' ignore tlw inflllL'lll't' or lsn,H· 
J:.,;;iM·s upon the (\pn•loprncnt of the ....-\m;tra1im1 Co11sti1ntio11. 
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AH .. A.ustralians, and not least those of the Jewish 
J'aith, "·ill be fascinated by the meteoric rise of this son o{ 
insignificant .Jewish immigrants who reached these shores 
with the influx which follmYed the Victorian gold 1·ushes 
in the 'fifties of the last century, }fax Gordon, of the 
Victorian Branch of the Australian J cwish Historical 
Society, has already published a biography in which are 
gin~n details of Isaacs1 antecedents and of his early life 
as a natfrc of )Ielbourne, and later as a schoolboy at 
Yackan<landah. The present author has succeeded in 
disco,·ering more details of Isaacs' parents and his early 
life. He has had access to papers and family source 
material which hitherto remained undisclosed but, as thc 
recorded materinl is so sparse, the oyerall early picture is 
still shadmYy. lt is now estahlishecl, howcYel\ that Isaacs 
as a child, as a young man, and eYen, to an extent, in his 
later life, was dominated by the formidable figure of his 
mother, H.cbeccah. As Zelman Cowen indicates, Reheccah 
Isaacs was a highly intellectual woman whosr character 
and personality ,Yere reproduced in the early brilliance and 
ambition of her son. It is mnazing to read the terms o.!: 
some of the lette1·s passing between mother and son, and 
it is from a perusal of a few of such letters that much 
light is shed upon the complex nature of the character of 
Isaac Isaacs. 

)lost readers \\'ill find much interest in the nmr 
material which eYidence the tangled CYents which finally 
srcured for Isaacs the appointment as Gmwernor-General 
of the Commonwealth. The action of the Scullin Labor 
GoYermnrnt,_ in 1931, in pressing the British Gon~rnment 
to appoint c:111 .Australian born GoYernor-General was un-
precedented and the forces of consern1tism in Buckingham 
Palace and elsewhere, including some .1-lustralian circles, 
n1most succeeded in preyenting the appointment. 'J.lhc 
.. Australian OoYernment could not liaYe hoped for a more 
distinguished and suitable appointee, hut it is not without 
iron:'-w that the honour was conferred on Isaac Isaacs, in 
mnny respects Yery eonseryatfre and a life long supporter 
of the British Bmpirc. 

There is little to be said of Isaacs as an Australian 
-Tew. In his earlier life he appears to have taken some 
intrrl'St in the c1ffair8 of the Jewish CommunitY. He was 
apparently YenT -familiar with Jewish religious~ literatnr<', 
and in hh: retirement he "Tote and contributed some 
Prndite articles on some aspects of Jewish thcolog;v. His 
hol<l 011 aetin• ,Jrwish life, outside of the immediate con-
thws of his famil.v, was very tenuous. Tu his old age Ju· 
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wrote a lengthy series of diatribes against the Zionist 
cause at a time when refuget•s were e.lan1ouring for entry 
to the Jewish ~ational Home in Palestine. The Jewish 
State \Yas then in its birth throes, and it is sad, indeed, 
that lsaac lsaaes, the elder statesman, embarked upon a 
sterile controYersy ,Yith the local Zionist protagonist, 
Professor Julius Stone. 

Professor Cowen·s hook is a landmark iu Australian 
biography. The writer·s literary style, unlike that of many 
lawyers, is admirable. Jt is a timely effort which does full 
justice to the life and '\\·ork of a Yery great .Australian. 
The book is delightfully printed and the illustrations arc 
well chosen. J.t will be ,ddely read and it may well he 
succeeded lJy further cditiolls. It is the kind of book 
\Yhich will Circulate in many quarters, and in due course 
the Oxford eniYcrsity Press may consider the publication 
o[ a paper-back edition. It remains only to congratulate 
1hr author upon the choice of so worthy a subject and 
npon his completion of this meritorious and 1·cadah1c hio~ 
graphy. 

JL Z. FORBRS. 

ZJO.X JS OlJB 'l'LllE, illax Preilich, illorgau Publicatio11s, 
1967, pp. XX 252. 
'l'hc author, who came to ... i.ustralia fol'ty years ago 

after a n'ry short period of residence in New Zealand, 
latPr a~slrn1cd the lPadcrship of the Zionist Organisation 
in this State and throughout the Commonwealth. Indeed, 
he achieycd an international reputation as an ardent 
worker :for the Zionist moYemcnt, and for the adnu1cement 
ol' the ,Jewish :'\ational Home in Palestine. He participated 
in some of the en~nts ,Yhich helped to bring the State of 
Israel into l)('ing, and he nmY continues to direct his efforts 
towards the growth and den~lopment oi: the Jewish State. 
He was urgwl to \\Tite this personal biography by the late 
Horace B. Xcw1nan, and these )Ien10irs arc now a-ntilable 
to all "·ho would ,i-ish to learn of the life and work of 
one whose name is so well known within the .Je,rish c01n-
nnrnities of this land and be:~ond. 

Those who read this book will appreciate how much 
personal dfort ,ms c[eyoted by :1Iax Freilich and his col-
leag1ws to the cause which has consumed so much of their 
energies. Their "·ork centred around tlw crt•ation o!: a Yer:? 
strong Zionist body in this country, they attended and 
dll'eeted nmm~rous rnet:1ings and furn:tions both at honw 
,md orrrsra:\ they plmnwd ;1111l e01ulnctrd mmiy _..:\pp<1<ds 


