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Brief Biography and Obituary of 
Rabbi Jacob Danglow 

by M. GORDON. 
PtesidenL of the Jewish Historical Hociety, Victorian Branch. 

Tht1 i\LC'lbourne Jewish commm1ity mourned the pass­
iug of Habbi Jaeob Dauglow, and the St. .Kilda Hebrew 
Congregation ww; deepl~· g-ril'ved by the loss of the Emeri­
tus )linister, who hacl been its much rewrecl :i\linister for 
so man,· n.>ars. 

Rabbl Danglow cliecl on :i\lonclay ewning, 21st ;\lay, 
1962. l:Ic had not been well for some time, yet he carried 
on until he was confined to becl. So ended a great life. 

,Jacob Danglow, son of ~Iichael and Jessie Danglo\\\ 
was born in .England on 28th November, 1880. Unlike his 
eldC'r brother, who ,n1s a builder, Jacob entered the Jews 
College, in the mid-nineties of the last ce1:.tury, and became 
Preshleat of the JPws College enion Society. \Vhilst in 
C0Ill1ge, Jaeob Danglow advocated boxing, which he con­
side1ed was to the advantagr of ihe students. 

In 1921, Rabbi Jacob Danglow wrote the history of 
the St. Kihla Hebrew Cougl'egation, and some extracts are 
being used for this hrief biography. 

· The foundation stone of the St. Kilcla S,nrngogne 
was laid on 1:-;t ,JnlY, 1872, by ).lr. )ltH'itz Jlichael:s, \rho 
was assisted hy .Jlr. ·Israel BI0omington. On 29th Septem­
ber of that year, the Synagogue was consecrated in the 
pn~sence of a large gathering, including man~· non-Jews. 

The question of the appointment of a l\Iinister was 
C'onsiderecl by the Committee, and a letter was written to 
i\ll'. Is11ae Hallenstein-who "·as on a visit to Europe­
with a request to look out for a }ilinister. :llr. Ilallcnstein 
,yas successful in his task and enp:ag~d Rev. Elias Blau­
baum, who became the first -:Minister of the St. Kilcla 
Synagogue and scrYecl the Congregation for 31 years­
from 1873 to 190±. 
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Rev. E. Blaubaum reached Melbourne on 21st Decem­
ber, 1873, on the good ship "Great Britain"-3,500 tons. 
The :Minister was aged 26 years when he entered his 
sacred duties as minister and member of the Beth Din. 

The term of fonr vears for which Rev. Blaubanm had 
been engaged expired· in September, 1877, but the Con­
gregation entered into a fresh engagement with him. 

The Rev. E. Blaubaum married in 1877 Miss Rebecca 
Cohen, the daughter of i\lr. and :i\Irs. Samuel Cohen, of 
St. Kilda. 

During that same year a pm·tion of the St. Kilda 
Cemetery was set apart for Jewish burials, and was con­
secrated by the Rev. E. Blaubaum. 

On the passing away of this minister in April, 1904, 
two members of the St. Kikla Hebrew Congregation Board 
of :l\Ianagement who were in London, were asked by letter 
to act as an Advisory Committee for the selection of a 
suitable successor. They approached Chief Rabbi Adler to 
recommend someone to fill the position of Rabbi for their 
Congregation. 'l'hc Chief Rabbi recommended Jacob 
Danglow-a senior student and m,sociate of the Jews Col­
lege, London. He was then not quite 24 years of age. 
J aeob Danglow w·as engaged and elected as Rabbi for the 
St. Kilda Congregation, at the General l\leeting, held on 
11th December, 1904. 

After being ordained by the Chief Rabbi, the Very 
Reverend Dr. Herman Adler, Rabbi Danglow sailed on 
29th July, 1905, by the ss "Aberdeen"-2,386 tons-which 
carried 48 passengers an<l arrived in l\lelbourne on 15th 
September, 1905. He was inducted into office five days 
later, in the St. Kilda Synagogue, by Rabbi J. Abrahams 
and Rev. M. Lenzer. 

Rabbi Danglow, soon after his arrival, took a great 
and active interest in "l\Ionte:6.ore Home", and in 1960 a 
plaque was presented to him by the Board of Manage­
ment of "l\Iontefiore Home" in recognition and app1;ecia­
tion of his distinguished services for 55 years. Rabbi 
Danglow ,vas also given the honour cl laying the founda­
tion stone of the new four-storey building of the "l\.fonte­
fiore Home", on Sunday, 25th February, 1962. 

In November, 1909, Rabbi Jacob Danglow was 
appointed Chaplain to the Commonwealth i\Iilitary Forces, 
and m the same year, he obtained a B.A. degree at the 
l\Ielbourne University. In 1911, an l\L.A. degree was con­
ferred upon him. 
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Rabbi Danglow married :Miss :May Baruch, daughter 
of i\lr. and i\lrs. D. Baruch-grand-daughter of i\lr. and 
illrs. J\loritz i\lichaelis, on 24th November, 1909. 

At the suggPstion of Rabbi Danglow, the name "1..,overs 
of Peac:e" was given to the Congregation in 19HJ. 

Rabbi Danglow and i\Irs. Danglow founded "'l'he 
Jewish Young People's Association" in 1911, to provide 
facilities for educational, philanthropic and social effort 
among the young members of the local Jewish community. 

ln December, 1916, after a prolonged illness, Rev . .A. 
Peuerman, who had given twenty years' serviee, passed 
away, and Hev. J. Falk then became second RPaclPr. 

In 1920, Lieute11ant-Genel'al Sir John l\lonash, 
U.C.l\l.G., K.C.B., \T.l)., late G.0.C. of the .Australian 
Corps, who had returned to Australia eovered with well­
earned honours won on the battlefield, became a member 
of the Congregation, and also accepted a seat on the Board 
of I\Ianagement, on which he proved a very active member. 

On Chanukah, 1920, the Congregation's Holl of Honour 
\\as unveiled in the Synagogue by Lieut. Ue1wral Sir John 
l\lonash, in the presence of a large assembly of worshippers. 

'l'hc Jubilee year of the Congregation, in 1921, ·wit­
nts~ed a unique event in the history of British Jewry, 
when on a pastoral tour of the Dominions, the Chief Rabbi, 
the Very Hev. Dr. Joseph H. Hertz, M.A., preached a 
:-:.ermon in the 8t. Ki]da Synagogue on Sabbath, 2Hcl .• April." 

Friendly, eager to help and co-operate, full of enC'rgy, 
Habbi Danglow took part in every social movement of the 
Jewish community. He was a fine orator and humorous 
after-dinner speaker. 

He knew how to handle children and youths, and 
being very approachable and kind, he made due allow­
ances for their behaviour. He was the principal of the St. 
Kilda Hebrew Sabbath School. 

'l'he third St. Kilda Danglow Group ( of which Rabbi 
Danga1ow was a foundation orga11iser m1d trust Pc) ,n:s 
founded on 24th April, 1924 by (Judge) Trevor Rapkc. 

Rabbi Danglow was a great sportsman. He played 
golf, and was a member of the l\Ietropolitan Golf Club, 
with a handicap of 16~18; he was a keen bowler, and a 
member of the St. Kilda Club and M.C.C. For man,· years 
Rabbi Danglow rode a bicycle, and he used to Yi8it Justice 
Isaac's mother, in Auburn, and played billiards with the 
Judge. 

On the outbreak of the first World War, Hnbhi 
Danglow ser,·ecl as a rnem ber of the 1\Ii1itary Censor Staff. 
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Later, in 1918, he served in the front lines of France, as 
Jewish Chaplain of the A.I.F. He replaced Rabbi D. L. 
1<1reedman, of Perth. 

In 1925, the Jewish Advisory Board asked him to be 
the official represcntatiYe for Victorian Jewry on public 
occasions. 

For his military service Rabbi Danglow was awarded 
the V.1). During the second World War, he was promoted 
Senior Jewish Chaplain in 1942, and also served as volun­
tary Chaplain to the Royal Australian Air Force. He 
visited North Australia, Ne·w Guinea, and the Pacific 
Islands, and at the request of Army Headquarters he ,n­
vestigated the morale of the occupation troops in Japan. 

In 1950, King George VI, awarded Rabbi Danglow 
the O.B.E., and (~ueen Elizabeth later honoured him by 
conferring the C.M.G. (Commander of St . .i\lichael and St. 
Ueorge). 

lfabbi Danglow was the Honorary Director of the 
United Jewish Hducation Board. He was also connected 
with the l\lelbournc Jewish Philanthrop;e Society. 

He played an important part, too, in the affairs of 
the general community. For years he served the AustTa~ 
lian Red Cross Society, the Uommitte of J\lanagement of 
the Hospital Sunday Appeal, the Lord lllayor·s J<'und, and 
was Vice President of the Victorian Deaf and JJumb 
Institute, and was a Rotarian. 

The Golden Jubilee of the Congregation was held on 
1st September, 1955, in the St. K1lda '!'own Hall. '!'he 
huge hall was crowded, not only by the members of the 
St. Kilda Congregation and their families, but also by 
many of the .l\lelbournc Jewish Community, who gathered 
there to pay their respects and affection to Rabbi Danglow. 

The St. Kilda Congregation honoured Rabbi Danglow 
by erecting front entrance bronze doors in September, 1955. 
Un the right hand side of the entrance to the Synagogue 
there is a plaque: "These doors were erected to mark the 
completion by Rabbi Jacob Danglow, O.B.E., M.A., V.D., 
of fifty years' devoted service as the Minister of the St. 
Kilda Hebrew Congregation-September 1905 to Septem­
ber 1955, Elin! 5665 to 5715." 

The Congregation was delighted to celebrate Rabbi 
Danglow's 80th Birthday at a dinner in his honour at the 
"Stanmark", on 28th November, 1960. His daughters came 
over from New Zealand and Sydney to sha1·e his joy, and 
so did ~Ir. John Goulston, who was then 90 years of age. 
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Rabbi Danglow "·as intC'rested in FreemasollJ'?· 1-Ie 
was a Past Deputy nrand l\Iaste1\ a past Senior Grand 
\Varden and a Past Grand Chaplain. He was greatly 
appreciated when visiting various Lodges. He was asked 
by the Urand l\Iaster of the Grand Lodge of Victoria, His 
gxcellcney Sir Dallas Brooks, the Gon~rnor of Victoria, 
tc, drlivcr the oration at the funeral of Judge Book (a past 
Grand l\Iaster) ,rho died on 8th June, 1954. 

Rabbi Danglow eoncluetcd the funeral serYiee at the 
State Funeral of the late Sir John Monash, at the Brighton 
Cemetery) and ·when Sir Isaac Isaees died, Rabbi Danglow 
was n•ealled from New Zealand, where he was visiting his 
daughter, Claire (l\Irs. Brahams). 

l\lrs. l\Iay Danglow. his dear wife, passed away in 1948. 
\Ylwn Yisiting London, he remarried and l\lrs. Diana Dang­
low, a kind, friendly lady, became his helpmate and in­
spiration. 

\Yhereyer Rabbi Danglow went, he always ;mpressed 
l)('Oplc with his dignit;Y and friendly attitucle. He ·was 
recognised as a reader, an obserYer1 a thinker and 
philosopher. 

1-.!.e was an actiw• member of the Jewish Historical 
Soch•ty and attended meetings frequently. i!Iost members 
of the Socictr in )lclbourne are of the St. Kilda Helli'CW 
Congregation. 

Rabbi and :~Hrs. Dang-low were alwa;vs hospitable, and 
to sit in the den in a comfortable armchair was a pleasure 
and relaxation. The walls were smTounded b,~ bookshelYes 
fille-d with books. Some were presents fro·m Sir Isaac 
Isaacs and nUll\Y other illustrious people and included a 
grrat eollcdion of papers and letters, many from Sir Isaac 
haaes, in whieh he discus ;ccl biblical matters. 

\Yhcn Yisitors left, Rabbi Danglow neYer fa;led to 
e:-:rort them to the gate leading to the street. 

\Yhen Rabbi Danglow died, the \\·hole Je,rish Com­
munity mom·nNl his passing, and most people felt that 
they had sustainrd a personal loss. 

:Messages poured in from all quarters, from Congre­
gatio1;s, Rabbis, SociC'ties and Institutions. Some of the 
mc-ssages arc gl\'en hereunder:-

The Prime j\finister, J\Ir. R. G. J\Ienzies, paid the 
following tribute: "I knew Rabbi Danglow Yery 1Ycll and 
admired him ...-ery much. I-le made an outstanding contri­
bution to our community life. He always expressed the 
Yie,y of those of his 01Yn faith \Yith clarity and tolernnrc-, 
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qualities which were at all times reinforced by his lofty 
character". 

From the Leader of the Opposition, l\ir. A. A. Calwell: 
"The death of Rabbi Danglow would bring sadness and 
regret to many people outside the bounds of his own reli­
gion. A man of erudition, sincerity, and singleness of 

J..:1.COB D.JNGLOTV, C.l\I.G., O.B.E., V.D., M . .-\., 
1906 -1962 

Rabbi and Rabbi Emeritus - St. Kilda Hebrew Congregation. 

purpose, he dedicated his life to his faith, but also found 
time to assist, ,vith his noted ability, many other works in 
general communal interest." 

The Acting Vic. Premier (:M:i·. Rylah): "Rabbi Dang­
I0w brought great dignity to his calling." 

The Right Hon. The Lord l\Iayor of llielbourne, Coun­
cillor Maurice Nathan, paid glowing tribute to the late 
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Rabbi : "The communitr has suffered lhe grievous loss of a 
distinguished eitizen, "·ho has given outstanding service 
tu his country h1 peace and war." 

From the Anglican Archbishop of I\lelbom:ne, :Most 
Rev. Dr. Frank \Vood: "Rabbi Danglow was a man who 
had won the respect of e-very section of our community. 
His deep spiritual faith, combined with his winning per­
sonality, made him a leader, not only in his own Jewish 
eommunity, but outsiuc it. ll'e of the Christian faith con­
gratulate our Brothers of the Jewish Co,nmunity on his 
life and labours, {rnd thank God for his example~'. 

From the J\lelbourne Beth Din: "It is with ueepcst 
gri('-J' that we han• received the news of Rabbi Danglow's 
passing. For 57 years he served the Beth Din, having 
joined ii in 1905. His service was of the highest dedication. 
He "'as a man of sound scholarship and deep understand­
ing. His presence at Beth Din meeting:; gaye us the feel­
ing of having among us a fine tower of strength. Today, 
we stand bcrNIYe<l nnd sorrow stricken." .Rabbi Dr. I. 
Rappaport (ih. Beth Din), Rabbi S. flutnick, Rabbi Dr. 
S Herman". 

The Royal Australian Army Chaplains' General Con­
fel'ence, representing all religious denominations paid the 
following trilmte: 

"\Ye record with affectionate remembrance and pro­
-found gratitude to God our esteem for the person and ser­
Yice of Senior Chaplain Rabbi Jacob Danglow, who entered 
into the Eternal on May 21st. 

"In each gencratim~ there are those who stand out in 
any company, choice spirits whose gifts of heart and mind 
attraet confidence, trust and deep affection. Jacob Dang­
low was such a man. 

"His "·m·m-hearted humanity, his rich culture and his 
1mswe1Ting devotion to life's highest ideals brought him 
into elosc• personal association with a great company of 
pcoplr and identified him noble for the common good. 

"F1or more than 50 ;·ears Rabbi Danglow sc:rYed as a 
ehaplain in the Australian Army. He was first commis­
E.ioned on 3rd No\·cmber, 1908, and rendered distinguished 
serYiee during \Yorld \Var I. He displayed eoumge and a 
deep (•one:..•rn and love for soldiers to whom he was proud 
to minister as a true man of' Ood. 

"On 7th December, 1942, the Rabbi assumed the im­
portant position of Senior Jewish Chaplain and during 
World War II, adued lustre to his alread,· fine record. 
F'rom that time on he brought wisdom and dignity to the 
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councils of the Royal Australian Army Chaplain's Depart­
ment. His brethren of the Chaplains General Conference 
and all chaplains rejoiced in the royal recognition accord­
ed him through the well deserved awards of the C.M. G. 
and O.B.E. He also qualified for the volunteer clecoration. 
"lVe, with rnany others, will m,iss Rabbi Danglow and will 
always 1'emember his loyal and faithfnl service as a Chap-I 
lain cmd meniber of the Conference to which lw wa.s vroud 
to belong. His great qualities of sincerity, hwnility and 
friendship will not be fo1·gotten. Truly, Rabbi Danglow 
walked hwnbly before (}ad and his fellow-men. 1\'e salute 
him as a, good soldier". 

The only Jewish representative at the conference, held 
at Victoria Barracks, was Rabbi Chaim Gutnick. 

From Anthony Blashki (Acting President of the St. 
Kilda Congregation): "'Norld Jewry is poorer by the 
passing of Rabbi Danglow. He was doyen and guide to so 
many, and he had an inflexible co<le of ethics. His benign 
influence can be traced, like a golden thread, through three 
generations. At the celebration of his Jubilee Service, he 
said 'St. Kilda Synagogue was my first and will be my 
last Congregation·. V'l e who knew him all our 11\'es will 
sadly miss him." 

Rabbi Herman, at the funeral seniee in the St. Kilda 
Synagogue, was assisted by Rabbi Dr. I. Rappaport and 
Rev. E. Kovadlo. 

Rabbi Herman, in his oration, said: "\\Tith the passing 
of Rabbi Danglow, the last page of a great volume in Aus­
tralian Jewish History has ended. l·i'or half a century, 
Rabbi Danglow was the prime mover behind every worth­
while relig10us, educational, cultural and philanthropic 
cause within the Jewish community and beyond. :Mel­
bourne Jewry, as a whole, and generations of men, women 
and children grew up with him. It is difficult to believe 
that the man, who became a legend during his lifetime, is 
no more. His passing will leave a void, not only in the 
hearts of his loved ones but also in the many communal 
organizations, where his name and his presence lent so 
much lustre and inspiration." 

Rabbi Ra1ipaport was present at the Hospital Sunday 
Committee meeting, held in the i\Ielbourne Town Hall, pre­
sided over by the Lord l\Iayor-the late Rabbi Danglow had 
been a nwmber of this Committee for many years-and 
mentioned to the Anglican Archbishop that Rabbi Danglow 
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had passed away tlw predom; (•,·ening·. 'l'he Lord ::\layor 
stootl up and i11\·i1(•d the g·athel'ing to 1·ist• and pay :--ilt>111 
t1·ihute to '11w dl'p:11·tNl Hahhi. 

From Profexsor Zt>lman Co-wan: 
"Habhi Danglow stressed the value of tolerance and 

understanding. lle had a dl'cp insight into ,Jt,wbh aspira­
tions. I mourn his passing) and the community has lost a 
dis.tinguishcd leader. He eommande<l respect and oec:upi .. •d 
a position of rare• regard in the non-Jewish c·omm1mity. I 
do not think ,re shall look upon his like again." 

Habbi Dr. Sanger, of TL'mplc Beth hrael: 
''The sorro,Y f'elt throughout the .Australian nation at 

Rabbi Danglow's death is shared sincerely by our Congre­
gation, pm'ticularly by our .:Ministers. Rabbi Danglow 
alwap; knew ho,\· to prcYcnt difference':; of outlook from 
interfering with happy and fl'iendly personal rehttionships. 
His disti11gms1ied service in so many spheres mak(~s his 
drath a gricYons los!-:. to us all". 

From Baron Snider, l\1.L.A.: 
"It marks the end of an important era 111 the history 

ol' Mrlbourne ~Je·wry". 
~lr. Sam \\""ynn: 
"In tlw latt>1· yt>:ll·s, he ht'(·turn• om• of Isr,wl's rnosl 

LJyal supporters, {kniting hi1m;t'JJ' to lll<lllY of its t•anst>.-;," 

l\lr. AI. ..:\shk:masy1 C.M.G., (~.C., I 1rt'sidc11t .Jewish 
Board of l>l'JmtiPs: 

"Rabbi l)anglow's dC'ath will lea\'{' an incplaeeablc 
gap in our communal life. Nobody stood higher in the 
estimation of the gt'iieral community. Ik ser,·ecl ~Jewish 
charities devotedly from the time of his first appointment 
m1til his death". 

The <lPath notices in the Jewish Press WCl't' from all 
.Jewish Congregations of l\lelhournc and Ballarat, Institu~ 
1 ions and Soeieti('s; from the Prcsicl<.'nt of the Australian 
FN.1Pra1ion of ,Jewish cx-SC'n·irenw11, i\lr. F'rank Slntzkin; 
the Yictorian ,Jpwish cx-S(1rdeemcn, I\Ir. L. Susman; and 
from tlw Presith•n1 of the New South \Ya1cs ,Jewish ('X­

Ser\'iccmen, Dr. H. Owen. 

Hahbi Dang]ow was giYC'll full military fnnrr:ll 
honow·s. The inside t~ntranee of the Synagogue ,vas flanked 
by Jewish C'X-se1·,·ieenwn, arn.l the By11agog1w \Ya.; packf'cl 
hy membc1·s of tlw C\rngregations and leadc•rs of t'n'ry 
walk of life in :i\lelbournc. The ehief mom·ncrs werf' l\lrs. 
Danglow, his two daughters and his son, Prank. 

Rabbi l )r. R. I Ierman g,_n-c a heai·t-:i·cnding urat ion, 
and aft('r a short spr\'icc, the coffin was borne by CX· 
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servicemen to the gun carriage. The funeral procession 
made its way to the St. Kilda Cemetery. 'fhere were 
hundreds of cars and many people v,-alkcd to the Cemetery. 
The funeral service ,ms eondueted b,· Rabbi Dr. S. Herman 
and Rabbi Dr. Rappaport, and th~ Masonic service was 
read by Mr. L. Susman. 

It rained heavily during the service, but the many 
hundreds of mourners were there with one thought appar­
ent, to bid farewell to their loved, most revered Rabbi, 
who gave so many years of his life to their needs, :in 
joy and sorrow. 

Rabbi Danglow still lives in the minds of many of the 
St. Kilda Congregation, in thought and spirit. He was 
the one ,vho preached the sermons, who officiated at their 
Bar-:Mitzvah, their weddings, and on other occasions. On 
Yom Kippur Day, he used to address the Congregation 
with simple words, which impressed the young and old, 
and when he recited "Neilah" his words reached the 
hearts and souls of the congregants. 

Rabbi Danglow's name will surely live in the history 
of i\Ielbourne Jewry. 

THE STORY OF TWO JEWISH CONVICTS 

Joseph Samuel, "The Man They Couldn't Hang" 
and 

Isaac Simmons, alias "Hickey Bull", 
Highwayman and Constable 

By 
G. F. J. BERGMAN, D.Ec., LL.B. (i\lunich). 

In his article, "The First Century of .Australian 
Jewry",1 the late David Benjamin wrote "perhaps the 
most famous of all early Jews in Australia was Josef 
Samuels, the man they couldn't hang, a murderer who 
was lucky enough to escape the death penalty because the 
rope broke". 

The story of ,Joseph Samuel, which has become a 
cause cclebre in criminal history, is the scurrilous and 
tragic story of a juvenile delinquent. 
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JOSEPH SAMUEL 
Joseph Samucl2, then a boy of l-!1 was tried at the 

Middlesex Gaol Deliver,· bv the 1st i\Iiddlesex Jury bdore 
the Recorder on 20th 'if.a~', 1795_:i He was indiCtcd for 
fr1onionsly stca[ng a larg(' number of objeets, bed and 
table li1wn, some piec0s of doth, a silk doak, two silYcr 
tablespoons, of the n1lue of approximately 70 shi1lings. 

It was alleged that he had lwlpcd two other men who 
broke into the house of Mr. HenQ· Hodges in Chiswell 
Street, ~loorficld. and stole the objects mentioned in the 
indictnwnt. From the cross-examination of witne~ses it 
appeared that none of the witnesses was too sure that 
~annwl was really identical with a boy who might haYe 
helped the two housebreakers who had escaped. 

Bamud himself', who SC'cms to haYe been a sernmt or 
apprentke, said in his dcfrnc·e that. at the time when the 
goods WL'rc stolen, he was at the home of his "master". 
The "master" "-as not, howen:>-r, eallcd as a witnefs. 

The result was that he was found guilty of "larceny 
only" and sentenced to seYen years' transportation. 

IIe was probably kept in gaol awaiting transpo::tat:on, 
until he sailed from England on 21st June, 1801, in a 
transport of eonYiet ships, comprising the Jlinorca and 
Canada and the female eonYiet ship .Nile, which arriYecl 
in Sydne,· Cow on 14th December, 1801.4 

It must be assumed that, like many other eonYiets, he 
was employc•d as a C:oYernment S('l'Yant on road and other 
works in and around Sydney. 

THE illeRDER OF CONSTABLE LUKER 

On 28th .August, 1803, the Sydney Gazette reportrd 
the brutal murder of Joseph Luker, a constable. 

Some nights before the murder, the house of :i\lrs. 
Jlary Breeze, who was one of the town's most sueressful 
ladies of cas~- Yirttw, had lwen broken into and a desk in 
which she had hidden many ntlnahles, induding 24- guineas 
for a rainy clay, had been remoYed. The matter ,Yas 
reported to the Chief Constable, ,yho stationed ,Yatchnwn 
in the hush at the bark of l\Irs. Breeze's house. Onr of 
these "·atehmen, Constable Joseph Luker, whilst setting 
out on patrol at midnight, was santgcly attacked b~- some 
unkno,Yn persons and killed. The next morning he was 
found, his own cutlass still embedded in his brain.:i Near 
Luker's body was found the missing desk, but without the 
n1luables. Only clue to the murder was the blood.stained 
wheel of a barrow ,Yhieh was fonnc.l nearby in the hush. 
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The gruesome discon?ry caused horror throughout the 
settlement, so much so that even the Sydney Militia Corps 
was called to arms. It blockaded the roads, and the search 
for the assassins started at once. 

Luker, before going on patrol, had told l\Iistrcss 
Breeze that he suspected that the rognC's who had stolen 
the desk ,Yerc among the fellows ,Yho used to gather at the 
lodgings of his fellow-constable, Isaac• Simmons, known as 
'Hickey Bull", who was notorious for the bad company he 
kept. 

ISAAC Sil\Ii\IONS, HWHWAYAL\N AND 
CONSTABLE 

Isaac Simmons, "otherwise Bull", had been tried at 
the London Gaol Delivcrv bv the London Jun· and indicted 
on 15th February, 1797, '~for making an Ussanlt in the 
King's Highway upon Bartholomew Hyatt on the 4th 
January1 1797, and putting him in fear, and taking from 
his person one leather pocket book, value ld .. one bank­
note, Yalue £20, and another banknote, value £10, the 
property of John Stanton, the keeper of the White Heart 
Inn at Smithfield". 

Isaac, "·ho was then a man of 32, ,vas aecused, together 
,Yith another man, of waylaying and robbing l\Ir. Hyatt, 
an agent of Mr. Stanton1 who had collected some money 
for his employer. 

\Yhih;t tlw otlwr man got away with the money, Isaac 
was eaught by 1\lr. \Yoodward, a bank clerk. 'l'hc witnesses 
,verc (·ross-examine-d hy the prisoner's counsel, l\Ir. 
Knowlys, hut although the-re :-;cemecl to he eomc diYergenee 
in their statements, the ehid-witness, l\Ir. \Yoodwarcl, 
nu1intai11Nl that Isaac was the highwayman whom he had 
apprehended. 

In his dt>fenee, Isaac said that he was "as innoeent as 
a rhild unborn" and that he had ju~t romc along the road 
and saw Jir. Hyatt fighting ,vith some men and that these 
men had ran tnYay. He had tlwn, ,vith the other people 
present, cried "Stop thief!", but had been eanght himself. 
He had said to \Voodward: "Yon are wrong, I am not the 
man", but he was kept and taken to the police. 

'l'he fruits of the robbery were not found on him, but 
the jury regarded this as irrelevant, as Isaac's accomplice 
had obviousl~· run away 1vith the money. He was not 
believed and the sentence ,vas DEATI-I.0 

The death sentence having been commuted to trans~ 
portation for life, Isaac was deported in the ship Glatton, 
which arriYecl in Sydney Cow on 1l th i\Iarch, 1801.7 
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He was not the only Jew on the ship. We note the 
names of Isaya Jacques and Esther Absolom, the first with 
a fourteen ;'tears' sentence and the second with a seven 
;rears' sentence, and there might have been others. 

It seems that Isaac Simmons made a career in Aus­
tralia. From highwayman he advanced to constable, and 
as such we find him at tlw time of the murder of his 
fellow-constable, Luker. 

'l'I-IE I-IUN'l' FOR 'l'I-IE l\IURDERERS 
The lead given by the wheel was followed and a 

barrow without a wheel ·was soon found at the house of 
Sarah Laurence, where Constable Simmons lodged. It ,Yas 
not long before a man named \Yilliam Bladders (alias 
Hembridge, alias Embridge), and some other sus­
peC'tecl persons, among whom were J·oseph Samuel and 
R. Jackson, who had beeu denounced by a third suspect 
named Brown, were examined before the Lieutenant­
Oovernor and magistrates. The prisoners denied the 
charge, but two witnesses declared that they saw, at about 
6 o'clock on the daY of the murder, two men at the back of 
l\listress Breeze's g,.arden. "One of the men," one witness 
said, "had a straw hat and in other respects strongly 
resembled Samuel." The prisoners said in their defence 
that the;v had been in the house of Constable Simmons 
until aftc>r eight, when they ,vent to bed in an opposite 
house. Simmons was now intprrogatecl, and from his 
cddeuee the Court found it neeessary to take him also 
into custody. Samuel and Simmons, the hvo Je"·s, were 
lodged in a cPll together. 

There "·as no trial by J'ury in the Colony, and the 
tribunal charged with the final jurisdiction was still of 
the military type1 c1ratecl by LL·tter-; Patent at the 
landing. 

The following day, l1Ir. Harris1 the magistrate;" was 
informed by Simmons that "he had re('ei\'C'd intimation 
respecting the robbery from Samuels who1 he brlievecl, 
was solicitous of being admitted". 

Accosted b)· l\Ir. Harris, Samuel finallr admitted that 
he had committed the robbery, together ,vith a eertain 
John Russell, but absolutely denied all ln1owleclgr of the 
murder. 

"The subtle Yi11ai1n~ of Rnmucl re·•u ired in•Yrnui1" to 
cleal with," wrote the Gazette. · ·' · 

Harris took Samuel into the bush behind Brush Row 
to search for the different allotments eoneealecl bY him. 
and in the course of the c1a)· all the stolen propertr. · except 
some eoppcr ('olns, was found in different hiding places. 
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~\ 
A Petit-i01i for lilitigation of Sentence. 
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J aclrnon helped in the search and was accepted as 
Crown witness, whilst Samuel went with the three others 
to trial. 

Samuel still vehemently denied to have had anything 
io do with the murder. "I didn't even know Luker was 
dead," he cried, "I didn't sec him, I only took her money." 
On 10th September, 1803, both Samuel and Simmons were 
remanded. 

On 21st September, Samuels and Russell were indicted 
for breaking and stealing. Russell produced an alibi and 
was acquitted. 

On 23rd September, the Court resumed the trial 
against the prisoners, among whom was now also Isaac 
Simmons. 

Things did not look well for Simmons, because 
miother eonstable, 1\Ir. Redman, declared that Simmons 
"had gone off the watch at 12 o'clock and should have 
relieved another watchman at 6 the same morning1 but it is 
unusual for the morning relief to be made before sen~n ... 
He also said that "the desk had been placed into his care 
and that Simmons had attempted to rub off sevPral spots 
of blood which appeared on it''. To make it worse, in 
Simmons' house a shirt and three handkerchiefs stained 
with blood had been found! Simmons as:::-erted his 
innocence and declared that for a long time his nose bled 
habituan,,. 

Bladders aeeountecl for bloo<l. on his clothing as coming 
from a pig which he had slaughtered. 

The Court finally came to the decision that the 
evidence offered by the Crown ,Yas insufficient, and both 
Simmons and Bladders were therefore discharged. 

Poor Samuel, however, his story not having eonvineed 
the judges of his innocence, was found guilty and sentenced 
to death. 

'l'he whole sitting of the Court had been a sensational 
one, and the Court had passed sentence of death for 
different offences to no fewer than eight prisoners . 

.As GoYernor King had, however, alreacl:,.~ cxerC'iscd 
his prerogative for clemency, when it came to the exeeution 
of Samuel, there was only another prisoner left to hang 
with him, James Harclwicke, who had been convicted of 
robbery from a debtor's room in gaol, a most unlikely and 
eertah~l:,.~ unprofitable place, one would think, for such an 
enterprise. 
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THE ABORTIVE EXECUTION 
At half past nine on Monday, 26th September, 1803 

the New South \Vales Corps got under arms and proceeded 
to the place of execution of Ja mes Hardwicke and Joseph 
Samuel. The gallows were then standing near the village 

of Brickfield Hill,9 in Lower George Street. The prisoners, 
accompanied by the ReYerend Samuel :Marsden, ,vere taken 
by horse carts to the gallows. 

The Sydney Gazette's reporter left us a moving 
account about what happened there :10 
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Both prisoners conducted themselves with becoming decency .... 
When the Reverend 1farsden turned to Samuels (who being a Jew, 
was prepared by a person of his own profession), and questioning 
him on the subject of the murder of Luker, he solcnm1y dcelared 
that during the intC'rval of his confinement in the 1.'Cll with Isaac 
Simmons, nicknamed Hickey Bull, they in the Hebrew tongue 
exch:mgcd an oath, by whieh they bound themselves to secrecy and 
silence in whatever they might disclose. 

Conjured by that God before whom he was shortly to appear, 
not to advance anything in his latter moments that would endanger 
his sah'ation, he now repeat('d with an air of firmness what he had 
before declared; :md appearing deeply imprest with a becoming 
st'nSt' of his approaching end, appt'aled to Heaven to bear him testi· 
mony that Simmons had, under the influence of his oath, by which 
tht•y wert' re-e-iproC'ally bound, acknowledged to him that Luker lw.<l 
acei<kntally surprised him ,vith the desk bt'longing to :ua.ry Breeze; 
and that lw, in consequence thereof, had knocked him llown and 
giwn him a topper for luck, adding at the same time that if he 
had not been kept in the dark with respect to the concealement of 
tht• money that had been taken out from it, that catastrophe never 
would have lrnppe1wd, but as it was that he would hang 500 Chris­
tians to save himself. 

Simmons, who was purposely brought from George's Ilea(] to 
witness the- awful crn1 of the unhappy culpl'it, heard what he 
:ulvanef'(1 aIH1 repeatedly ern]cavoured to clwek the def'laration which 
was df'liwred with mildness and composun• and whi<'h, as it appearC'd, 
whole untincturC'i1 with acrimony, gained eretlit among the speetntors 
in whose breasts a sentiment of abhorrence was universallv awalwned. 

0!1ium and suspieion were nttnched to Simmons fr~m the very 
day on which the dreadful crime was perpetrate<l and CV('ry ('ye was 
fixed in doubt upon his countenance, wlwn he assiduously H.!'siste(l to 
lower till' mangled corpse into the grase . . . • 

The troopers had to shield Simmons from the fury of 
the crowd. 

"At about ten, the criminals re-ascended the earts, 
and were about to be launched into eternity, when a 
reprieve for James I-Iardwiekc was receiYed", "·l10sr sen­
tence the Governor had commuted to life imprisonment. 

The mode of hanging was then not by a trapdoor. 
Samuel was to s,Ying into eternity when the dray moved, 
leaving him dangling. 

Samuel devoted the last :nvful minute allowed to him to the 
most earnest and fervent prayer; at length the signal wns gh·en, and 
the cart drove from under him, but hy the concussion, the suspending 
cord w:1s separated at the eentre and the corpse fell to the ground 
on which he remained motionless with face downwards. 

Cursing-, the hangman, who was himself executed in 
1807, called back the dray. 

The cart returned and the criminal was supported on each side 
until another rope was applied in lieu of the former. IIe was again 
lmmched off but the line unroved tmd continue to slip, until the 
legs of the ;ufferer trailed along the ground, the body being only 
half suspcndeU. 
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All that behchl were also moved by his protracted sufferings, 
nor did some hesitate to declare that the invisible hand of providence 
was at work in the behalf of him who had re,,ealed the circumstances 
above related. To every appearance lifeless, the body was new 
revived, antl supported on men's shoulders while the executioner 
prepared a new work of death. The body ·was gently lowered, but, 
when left alone, again fell prostrate to the earth, this rope having 
also snapped short, close to the neck. 

A unique event in criminal history had happened, the 
rope had broken three times! Pandemonium broke out 
among the crowd. 

Compassion could no longer be restrained; ,vi.ngcd ,vith humanity, 
the Provost 1Iarshal sped to his Excellency's presence in which the 
success of his mission overcame him. And a reprieve ,vas announced. 

Samuel, when the Provost Marshal arrived with the tidings 
which diffused glaclness throughout every heart, was incapable of 
participating in the general satisfaction. By what he had endured 
his reasonable faculties were totally impaired, and when his nerves 
recoverecJ from their feebleness, he uttered many incoherences, an<l 
was alone ignorant of what had passed. Surgical assistance has since 
restored him. And may [concluded the Gazette] the grateful remem­
brance of these events direct his future course. 

The ropes used were later tested, and it was found 
that each supported seven weights of 56 pounds each, 
without breaking. "It would seem there has been Divine 
Intervention," Governor King had said1 when he commuted 
Samuel's sentence to life imprisonment. 

Alas, the pious wishes of the Gazette that Samuel 
·would repent, and from now on be a model prisoner, were 
not to be granted. 

Two years passed. Samuels had been transferred to 
the feared penal settlement of Kings Town, Newcastle. 
Here, in August, 1805, he was again apprehended for 
theft and confessed of having in July, 1805, together with 
an accomplice, wrenched open a chest belonging to ].fr. 
John Green, of Kings Town, the accomplice having re­
ceived the property from Samuel and secreted the whole 
among the sand of the beach. The spot could, however1 

not be found." 

Samuel received, certainly, heavy-probably corporal 
-punishment :for this dereliction, which might have 
induced him to the desperate step he took in Deeember, 
1805, to abscond from the Publie Laborate at Newcastle. 
The inhabitants throughout the country were cautioned by 
the Gazette and forbidden to harbour him.12 

\Vas he caught? we do not know. 
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JOSEPH SAi\IUEL'S DEATH 
On 18th May, 1806, six months later, the Gazette 

reported that among a group of eight eonvicts who tried 
to escape from Kings 1rown on 1st April, 1806, in a boat, 
but are supposed to be lost, was also Joseph Samuel. 

The Government ship, Resource., went in pursuit of 
the fugitives, but could not find them. Finally, the captain 
of the ship was "satisfied that the unhappy men had never 
outlh·ed the tempest on the second night subsequent to 
their unfortunate flight". 13 

And so ends the tragic story of the "man they couldn't 
hang". 

ISAAC Sll\fl\WNS, A FREE MAN 
But what happened to Isaac Simmons? 
After he had drawn suspicion on himself during the 

trial, and because he had as a constable harboured in his 
dwelling persons of infamous character, and had concealed 
and encouraged their ill-doings, he was demoted and sent 
to George's Head for hard labour in the Battery Gang. 

Yet somevi'here he must have come into favour again. 
Did he again become a constable? Unlikely perhaps. But 
he may have started some business, like many of his 
co-religionists. 

Be it as it may be, on 8th December, 1817, he petitioned 
Gon~rnor l\Iacquarie for a remission o:f his sentence, and 
the Reverend \Villiam Cowper14 backed this petition, say­
ing: "I believe the petitioner to be an industrious, honest 
and sober man".rn. He was successful. His free pardon 
is dated 31st January, 1818. 16 

Curiously enough he is not mentioned in the Census 
of 1828. Yet he must have beeome some person of sub­
stance1 because in 1831 he applied to Governor Sir Richard 
Bourke for two male convicts as servants for the year 
1832, a request which was duly granted to him, 17 and for 
the following year he applied again for one convict ser­
vant, and this request was also attended to.18 

He did not, however, enjoy his life as a free man very 
long, because on 13th October, 1833, Isaac Simmons, alias 
"Hickey Bull", died, aged about 68, and was buried in the 
Jewish portion of the old Devonshire St. Cemetery_19 

The m,-stery who really murdered Constable Luker 
will probably never be cleared up. 
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Paris, 1811. 

10. Sydney Gazette, 2nd October, 1803. 
11. Ibid., 18th August, 1805. 
12. Ibid., 22nd D('cember, 1805. 
1:3. llJid., 18th :.\fay! 1806. 
U. The Yen. Archdeacon William Cowper, D.D., who arriYed in 

Sydney on 18th August, 1809, was incumbent of St. Philip's 
(sre Heaton, as aho\'e). 

15. N.S.\\'. Colonial Seeretary In-Letters. Petitions for mitigatiou 
of sentences, 1817, Yol. L·S, p. 299 (i\Iitehell Library, 4/1852). 
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19. l\Iap of the ,Jewish portion of the Old Devom,hire Street 

Cemetery, which was abolished when the Central Railway Station 
was built. (In possession of the Great Synagogue, Sydner). 
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Australia and the Evian Conference 
There was published in Vol. V, Part 5 of this Journal, 

a paper by the late D. J. Benjamin on "Australia and the 
Evian Conference." Since that date an atticlc aIJpeared in 
the Wiener Library Bulletin, London, entitled, "The 
Failure of Refugee Conferences." [Vol. XV, No. 3, 1961]. 
Although the tone of this article is strongly critical of 
Australia's role at the Evian Conference, it is republished 
with the permission of the \Viener Library, in tl11s Journal. 
A subsequent letter by Norman Bentwich to the Editor 
of the Bulletin is appended [Vol. XVI, No. 1, 1D62]. 

NONE 1'0 COMFORT THE PERSECUTED 
1'/w Failure of Rcfttgec Conferences 

Evian, J-uly, 19'38 

In Spring 1938, President Roosevelt called upon the 
nations of the world for a co-operative effort to facilitate 
emigration of political refugees. This appeal was caused 
b~T the e\·ents following the Nazi annexation of Austria. 
Reports about the horrors-mainly against Jews-filled the 
international press and provided the shock necessary for 
action. Persecution had been going on in Germany for five 
years already, but there the anti-Jewish measures were 
taken step by step, the effect was cumulative, and no single 
action was sufficient to arouse world opinion. In Austria 
all the measures were taken at once, and public opinion, 
at least in .. A.mcrica, felt that something ought to be clone. 
Rooseevelt's appeal was answered by 32 States whose r<.>pre­
sentatives met at Evian in July, 1938. 

But the President had only called for a conforence, he 
did not give a lead as to what should be discussed and what 
decided. In this respect he was no more advanced than 
.. American opinion generally. '\Vhile few questioned the 
wisdon1 of his effort to find an ultimate solution of the 
refugee problem, those who favoured more liberal immigra­
tion laws "·ere the exception rather than the rule. The 
public in general was distinctly committed to the policy 
oJ' restricted immigration. The same feeling prevailed else­
where. "Almost every country in the world is already 
struggling with the problem of its own unemployed", wrote 
the London Daily Telegraph. "Settled nations under such 
conditions are in no position to offer a refuge to the alien 
who comes without property." 

Those 'Who gathered at Evian were not even sure 
whether they should restriet themselves to the refugees 
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from Germany and Austria or deal also with the Jews from 
Eastern Europe. For in 1938 anti-J cwish discrimination 
"·as being applied also in Poland, Hungary and Rumania 
and beginning even in Italy. The difference was decisive. 
The number of Jews from Ucrmany and .Austria, who had 
to emigrate was then estimated at between 200 and 300,000; 
the number of those other Jews amounted to nearly fiw 
millions. 

In his opening speech the chief American delegate, 
ill)'l'on Taylor, said: "Some millions of people, as this 
meeting convenes, ,are actually or potentially without a 
cuuntl'y. 1I'hc number is increasing daily. l\len and ·women 
oJ: every race, creed and economic condition are being 
uprooted from the homes where they have long been 
established and turned adrift without thought or care as 
t0 what will become of them." The Conference, he thought, 
might have to "focus immediate attention upon the next 
pressing problem of political refugees from U er many ( in­
eluding Austria)". But if it was intended to deal only with 
the limited problem of greatt>st emergency, with at mm;t 
500,000 people, a workable plan might ha,;e bt'en drawn 
up as to how many of each of the 32 countries should 
aeccpt, how to deal ·with vocational retraining, transport, 
etc. As it was, vague talk of millions only tended to 
frighten people out of doing anything even for the more 
limited numbt•r of emergenc~Y eases. By failing to prepar,;: 
a concrete proposal the conveners of the eonfcrc11<..·e 1 i.e. 
the LT$ .... \., made it eusy for the other States to \\Tiggle 
out of their responsibility. 

One of the most negative of all speakers was the 
British delegate1 Lord ,Yinterton. '\Yhile praisin~ Britain's 
rerord in the past he managed io omit mentioning I'ales­
tine as a countrv that had absorbed and still could absorb 
refu{)'ecs and h; vacruely referred to minor pos:-;ibilities iu 
Ea::;t° Alriea which ~ro1{Id be studied. "No thickly popu­
lated t•ountry", he said, "can be expected to ac>eC'pt persons 
who are depriYed of their means of subsistence bd'ore tht•y. 
arc able to enter it, nor can the resources vf private 
societies be expected to make good the losses the emigrants 
have suffered". The British press followed suit. "What­
ever relief mav be afforded bv outside nations",' declared 
ihc Daily 'Pclc{Jrapll, "a eatast~·ophe that springs from Ger­
man action "·ill have to be overcome by Germany itself." 

France was warmer in tone but non~eommittal. A part 
from the U.S.A. with her fi.,ecl quota, and possibl,- Brazil, 
no eountr,r was ready to accept refugees in any appreciable 



334 A11stralian Jewish Historical Society 

number except trained farmers or people with special quali­
fications. The most depressing speech was that of Aus­
tralia's i\finister of Trade, Colonel White, who said: "As 
we have no racial problem, we are not d0sirous of import­
ing one by encouraging any scheme of large-scale foreign 
immigration". Incidentally1 after the war Australia, 
ironically enough, did admit quite a number of refugees of 
various nationalities and religions without thereby intro­
ducing a racial problem. Nor did Britain suffer when, 
after the November 1938 programme, she granted tem­
porary asylum to a relatively large number of penniless 
refugees. 

Eventually no plan to admit refugees was adopted, 
no hope of help was given to the Jews of Germany and 
.t"i.ustria, let alone those of Poland, Hungary or Rumania, 
but an Inter-Governmental Committee was set up in Lon­
don under the unpromising chairmanship of Lord "\Vinter­
ton. 'I1his Committee tried to negotiate with Germany on 
the question of orderly emigration and the right of emi­
grants to take their property with them. Yet before 
anything could come out of it Nazi Germany had begun 
to deprive the Jews in Germany of most of their property, 
and the Inter-Governmental Committee was in fact still­
born. 

But while the various Governments did not cut a very 
imposing figure at Bvian, neither did the Jewries of the 
free world. A number of Jewish organizations submitted 
proposals, some dealing with special aspects, others with 
the problem in general. If these proposals had been co­
ordinated they might have been helpful, but they were not 
and thus added to the confusion. One of the more impor­
tant memoranda (No. 1 of the list) was endol'Sed by the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine, which distinguished clearly 
between the position in Germany and Austria, where there 
was no hope for Jews, and between Eastern Europe, where 
there was discrimination, but no immediate need for niass 
eYacuation. In a separate paper, which contained the now 
famous sentence "The world to-day is divided into countries 
in which Jews cannot live, and countries which they must 
not enter", the Jewish Agency dealt mainly with t11e con­
tribution which Palestine had already made and could 
make yet. 

Another organisation, the then two-year-old "\Yorlcl 
Jewish Congress, asked the Conference to deal with the 
Jewish problem in the whole of Europe, not only in Ger­
many. The German Government, of course1 was to permit 
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Jewish emigrants to take their property with them, and in 
order to stress this point the Congress declared: ".Apart 
from the moral aspect it ·will be impossible in practiC'e to 
proYide a refuge and possibilities to make a liYing to lnu1H 
dreds of thousands of Uerman Jews if they are h0ing 
pushed penniless across the border". This unfortunately 
was also the theme song of all those at the Conference who 
sought a good excuse for not doing anything· practieable. 

A particularly unpleasant aspect of the Evian dcbaele 
was the rcaetion of the Nazi press. The fact 1hat no country 
i:;eemed willing to take in additional Jewish refugees, was 
hailed as a confirmation of Nazi racial theories. The 32 
powers represented at Evian had been "forced to reC'ognise 
the cxistenee of the Jewish problem", wrote the Enropiiischc 
Rci·uc, ..August 1938, and the "revealing" debates had 
shown, sai<l the Nationalsozialistischc Partcikorrcspondcnz1 

15 and 16-7-38, "the danger which "\Yorlcl Jewry consti­
tn10s" ... Another paper, Danziger l"orpostcn, 12-7-38, jeered 
"The Jewish Conference in Evian becomes more and more 
an anti-Jew Conference. '\Ye sec that one likes to pity the 
J(_lws, as long as one can use this pity for a wicked agitation 
against Germany, but that no state is prepared to fight 
the cultural disgrace of Central Europe by accepting a 
fo,v thousand Jews. Thus this Conference sc1Tes to justify 
Uermany·s policy against Jewry". 

Altogether the Conference of Evian was a pitiful 
faihu·C', and a melaneholv lesson was drawn in a lcadilw 
article of the New York ;Pinics: "If thirtv-two nations that 
eall themselves democracies cannot ag1:ee on a plan to 
rescue a few hundred thousand refugees, then it is futile 
to hope that they can co-operate in anything". 

A LIST OF MEMORANDA SUBMITTED AT EVIAN 

1.-.llcmorandum of Certain Jewish Organisations 
(i.e., The Council for German Jewry, 1.'hc Jewish Colonisa­
tion Association, The Hias-Ica Em.igratiou .tlssocialion_. The 
Joint Foreign Committee of the Bo,ml of Deputies of Bri­
tish Jcu•s and the Anglo-Jewish Association, The German 
Jewish A.id Committee ancl The Aguclas Israel ll'ol'ld 
Organisation) concerned with the Refugees from Germany 
and Austria; Evian Conference concerning Political Re-· 
fngccs. In English ancl French. 

2.-Jlemorandwn des Jiiclischen 1Fcltkongresses, 
iibcrrcicht den Jlerrcn Delcgicrten der J{onferenz in Erian~ 
lcs-Bains. Geneva, July 6, 1938. 
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3.-illeinorandmn submitted to the lnter-Govermnental 
Conference on Refugees, July 6, 1938, by 1'hc Jctcish 
Agency for Palestine, London. 

4.-Mcmorandtl1n on a solution of the problem of re­
fugees, submitted to the Infer-Governmental Conference 
on the problem of Refugees at Evian-les-Bains, July 1938. 
The Research Centre for a- Solution- of the Jewish Problem, 
Paris. In English mid French. 

5.-1'/w Migrntion Problem of the ousted German and 
.Austrian Physicians and other Members of the Medical 
Profession, submitted to the Inter-Governmental Refugees' 
Conference at Evian-les-Bains by The Central Boarcl of 
the O.S.E. Union for the Protection of the Health of the 
Jewish Populations, Paris. Jun& 30, 1938. 

6.-:lfemorandwn from tl,c. Zentralldfsstel/.e fiir 
Fliichtlinge in Brilnn to the Refugee Confe1·ence, Erian, 
July 3, 1.938. In German. 

Lettu to the Editor (1Ficncr Library Bulletin No. 1, !'al. 
XYI, 1962). 

TIIE EYI.AN CONFERENCE 
SIR,-Your article entitled "None to Comfort the 

Persecuted" deals with two conferences at EYian and 
Bermuda, which were held to consider ways of helping 
refugees from Nazi persecution to emigrate ancl find a new 
home. It represents that both were utter failures. I cannot 
speak of Bermuda, but I was deeply engaged in the pre­
paration of the Evian meeting and at the meeting, and 
you ,Yin allow me to correct your record. 

Although the conference did not produce a full solu­
tion of the problem of settlement of the refugees, the 
immediate practical results were not negligible. The United 
States Government resumed at last, after five years, the 
admission of refugees up to the limit of the quota fixed 
by law for each European country. That meant 27,000 
immigrants annually from Germany, and smaller numbers 
from Austria and Czechoslovakia. Then Australia, agreed 
to veeeive within the next three years 15,000, equal to 
half the existing Jewish community, and in fact did admit 
nearly that number before the outbreak of war. Some 
South American countries also undertook to accept more 
settlers. 

An Inter-Governmental Committee for Refugees was 
set up to organise emigration and settlement, and did 
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obtain some arrangement with the Nazi Government about 
1:e l'ugecs bringing out a small fraetion of their capital. It 
]:") to be remembered that, before the outbreak of war, the 
large majority of the Jews of Germany and Austria,, ancl 
partieularly of the youth, did get out, although sadly some 
h'ns of thousands were in countries of \Vestern Europe 
"·hich were later overrun bv the Nazis. 

The major disappoint;nent of the Evian Conference 
was that it did little, if anything, to open the gates of 
Palestine. But at that time the British administration in 
Pa1cstine fal!ed a grave Arab revolt, and it felt that it 
could not excite more Arab resistance by admitting a large 
Jewish immigration. It proposed instead a refugee settle­
ment in British Guiana. A mixed Anglo-Ame1·ican com­
mission went to explore the possibilities of settlement there, 
and gave a favourable report. But before anything practi­
cal was done, the war had come. 

I think the myth of the utter failure of the EYian 
eonft>rence, and the implied reproach of callousness against 
thC' \Y est ern powers1 should not stand. 

London. NORl\IAN BENTWICH. 

SOME STATISTICS CONCERNING l\lIGRATION 
FOLLOWING THE EVIAN CONFERENCE 

by G. F. J. Bergman. 

Da,·icl BPn,jamin has at clifferent times pointed out 
the difficulties in assessing the actual number of "refugees" 
who reached Australia as a consequence of the decisions 
of the Evian Conference. 

The quota accepted by Australia was 15,000. We know 
that Professor Bentwich's opinion that the quota was filled 
is unfortunately, not borne out by the facts. ' 

Dr. Krieger estimated that by the outbreak of the 
"·a.i·, half of the Evian quota (7,500) had arrived in Aus­
tralia, whilst David Benjmnin asserted that "at the most 
it woul<l be one-fifth", i.e. 3,000. 

HPeent new research into this problem, made by Dr. 
A. C. Priec, Se-nior Fellow in Demography at the Austra­
lian National University, Canbel'ra, * on the basis of 

* Dr. Price, ln a, lecture to the A.J.I-I.S., on 17/12/1962, entitled 
"Jewish Settlers in Australia'' submitted a great number of 
Statistics, some of which will be published later. 
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Naturalisation Certificates issued to Jewish refugees who 
arrived in Australia between 1933-1940, tend however to 
-fa-vour rather Dr. Krieger's estimate. 

According to Dr. Price, NON-BRITISH JEWS 
(i\IALE ONLY) arrived between 1933-1940, as follows: 

from Germany ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 1602 
from Austria ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 1508 
from Czechoslovakia ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 122 
from Hungary ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 105 

Total ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 3337 

'".eaking into account that most of the refugees were 
married, that there were among them also many single 
women, and the number of those who had died between 
the date of arrival and thes end of 1940. an estimate of at 
least 6,500 seems to be justified. If cl1ildren were to be 
included, the figure of 7,500 could certainly have been 
1·eached. 

Disturbing is the small number of CzechosloYakian 
Jews admitted to this country before the war. From what 
I have heard from reliable sources, it seems a fact that 
the policy of some Australian immigration officials in 
Czechoslovakia was unsympathetic, with the result that 
many Czechoslovakian Jews underwent baptism to obtain 
Australian immigration certificates. l\Iost of these modern 
"l\Iarrannos" returned to the Jewish eommunitv after their 
arrival in ..Australia There were however~ manv who 

• ' ' ,1 

abhorred this shameful procedure and their lives could not 
be saved. As such difficulties were not put in the way of 
the refugees from Germany or Austria, it must be assumed 
that this policy had been adopted in Czechoslovakia with­
out the knowledge of the Australian Government. 
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The 100 Jews of S.S. "Palambam" in 1832, 
Rectification of an Error. 

A CONTRIBUTION TO THE HISTORY OF TASMANIAN 
JEWRY. 

by G. F. J. BERGMAN, D.Ec., LL.B. 

In an article entitled .. Tasmanian Jewry, Past and 
Present", published in the "Australian Jewish Forum", 
April, 19-1±, the Reverend J. Ansbacher, who was then 
:Minister of the Hobart Hebrew Congregation, wrote:-

"On the size of the Jewish population the following 
figures arc available from the Town .Archives:-

1832 :-100 Jews arrived in S.S. "Palambam" from 
England''. 

Figures following this statement gave statistics about 
the size of the J cwish population in Tasmania f1·om 1837 
to 1891 which had been compiled from the Census cards. 

The statement about the 100 Jews of the "Palambam" 
was accepled and literally repeated in subsequent articles 
about Hobart Jewrv bv Mr Herbert I. Wolff' and the late 
Habbi L. 1\L ({oldn{an.2 · 

I 1 for my part, have always treated the story of the 
"100 Jews in the 'Palambam'" with some suspicion for the 
fol lowing l'C'asons :-

Firstly, the round figure of 100 seemed improbable 
and secondly I asked myself :-If 100 .Jews had come to 
H obarl in 1832, how could the Census of 1837 show a 
total of only 132 Jews in the ·whole of Tasmania? There 
must have been in 'l1asmania, which had seen Jewish con­
victs and free settlers from the very beginning of the 
settlement in 1801, certainly more than just a handful of 
Jews before 1832 ! 

"\Yhilst doing some research work at the Tasmanian 
State Archives in February, 1962, I found my suspicions 
c·onfirmecl and was able to clear up a regrettable error. 

'l1Iicre is in the Tasmanian State ArchiYes, (not 
Hobart "Town" Archives, as alleged by Rev . .Ansbacher), 
a "file" referring to the Solomon family and other 'ras­
mani:m Jews. In this file I found also a typewritten state­
ment, eompiled by an unknown author, containing some 
historieal data about the Je,vish Community, including the 
statistics quoted by Reverend Ansbacher, starting with the 
"100 Jews of the 'Palambam' in 1832". 

It was quite obYious that Reverend Ansbacher had 
read and copied this statement and that subsequent authors 
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had accepted it. A cheek, however, of the relevant docu­
ments at the Tasmanian State Archives and the Mitchell 
Library in Sydney has proved that the statement about the 
"l 00 J cws of the 'Palambam' " was without any founda­
tion. To avoid further trouble the Chief Archivist in 
Hobart, on my request, has put a warning note in the :file. 

How many Jews did actually come to Hobart in the 
"Palambam"? This vessel of 394 tons left London on 24th 
August, 1832:i with 116 passengers, 3 of whom were cabin, 
the remaining 113, stcerage.4 The ship arriYed in Hobart 
Town on December 13 or 14, 1832. 

There are two documents in the Tasmanian State 
Archives about the ship's arrival in Hobart Town:-

1-The "Report of the arrival at the Port of Hobart Town 
of the ship "Palambam", 14th December, 1832.5 

and 

2-The "Passenger List" of the ship "Palambam" in the 
"List of arriving V(:'sse]s in Hobart Town" of 1832.H 

Document No. 1 shows that of the 116 passengers, only 
14 adults alighted at Hobart Town. Of these 14 persons 
only 5 seem to have been of the Jewish faith. These "·ere: 
l\lr. and l\Irs. Samuel Benjamin and 2 small children, and 
l\h·:,. l~sther Solomon and hel' two daughters, Sarah and 
Reberra. Esther Solomon was the wife of Judah Solomon 
who, in 1820, had arrived as a convict. 

These 5 ,vere definitely Jews. I am unable to say 
whether two other passengers, l\iessrs. G. E. an<l. H. Sad­
grin, who also remained in Hobart, were Jewish. 

All the remaining 102 p 'i,sengers, of whom 25 were 
probably Jewish, went on to S:, lney. 

I-laving now reduced the number of Jews arriving in 
Tasmania in the "Palambam" from 100 to 5 or 7 and by 
thus correcting a misleading error, I had to look for the 
source of the \\Tong information. There was 110 mention 
of the "100 Jews" in the Hobart Town newspapers of the 
time. I found howe,·er the source in a notice in the :Laun­
ceston "Independent'' of 15th December, 1832, which re­
ported :-"The 'Palambam' has brought to our shores up­
\\"ards of a hundred Jews".7 

A report from Jiobart that there were many Jews 01! 
the ship had obviously led to this exaggerated statement. 
It is not improbable, however, if we believe a strongly 
anti-Semitic article which appeared some days later in the 
Hobert Town "Colonial Times"8 that the Jews in the 
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"Palambam" originally intended to settle in Hobart, bul 
t·hanged their minds, when arrh·ing in B~obart Town. 

This article reads:-
"ls it true that the importation of ,Jews by the Palamham, is 

owing to strong represc-ntation made by the bearded fraternity here, 
to their brC'thren of :.\Ionmouth Street, and the Sewn Dials? It 
appl':trs they IHn·e informe!l them of the great arlvantages afl'onlccl 
to usun•rs in the l'olony, and of their anxious desire to hand on~r 
lill'ir mo1w~· connexions to tht'lll, receiYing not lOV's, bce:msc su<'h 
lnunhugs arc only useful on "some occasions", but. Yaluable con­
sideration. The 8hyloeks, we haw, might haw been content with 
fobbing their pelf and sneaking out of the Colony, without bmtlwn­
ing us with more of the samC' race, who like incubuses haYe fastencll 
on, or who rather ns n1ltures, have preyed on its vitals. 

ls it true that the recent li\·c eargo by the Palambam, finrling· 
tlw markt't hen' alrC'tHh forC'stallcd bv the beardless Shvloeks with 
whom the Colony swar1l1s, have wisely· detcrminc<l to proCced t~ New 
~outh \\':.1ks, justly eonsitkring that n better lm1Tcst awaits tht'lll 
tht're than ht'n' hy reason that the grcatC'st part of our wealth is 
1cgulady lcaYing us for that wcll-gowrncd, thrh·ing Colony? \\'hen 
will these things :nencl ?" 

Such anti-Semitic outbursts were fortunately rare in 
the Aust1·alian Press of this period. This article, too, 
leaYes however no doubt that the report about the "100 
Je·ws of the 'Palamham'" ·was untrue. The final confirma­
tion came from a check of the ship's passenger list, when 
the "Palambam" arriwd iu Sydney Harbour on January 
10, 1833.3 

The Hydney Tide Sur\•eyors' report shows the names 
of the following steerage passengers ,vho have "Jewish" 
names as alighting in Sydney:-

1 Catherine Phillips. 
2 Elisha Hayes. 
3 Elizabeth Hayes, his wife. 
-± )larriannc Hayes, their daughter. 
5 l! lary Ann Hayes, 28 years old. 
6 !Ienr0· Simmons, bricklayer. 
7 Sarah Simmons, his ,vife. 
8 John Simmons, their son, 2 years ol<l. 
9 .Ann Simmons, an infant. 

10 John Barnett, Cooper. 
11 Robert Freeman Barnett, 7 years old. 
12 lllary Jane Barnett, 6 years old. 
13 Israel :i\lyers. 
H Esther :i\Iyers, his wife. 
15 Emmanuel Wolfe, printer. 
16 Abraham l\Ioses. 
17 ~arah :i\loses, his wife and an infant. 
1S Sarah :Moses1 daughter, 16 years old. 
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19 Milian Moses, 9 years old. 
20 l\Ioses l\Ioses, 3 years old. 
21 Rebecca l\Ioscs. 
22 Henry llloses, 3 years old. 
23 Deborah l\Ioses, 5 years old. 
24 Hannah l\Ioses, 2½ years old. 
25 Norman Simon, a Rabbi. 
26 j\Joriee Leonard, Plasterer. 
27 :Margaret Leonard, his wife. 
28 David Davis, Twill manufacturer. 

It might be that the Hayes, Barnett and Leonard 
families were not J·ewish. In any case, it becomes now 
also clear that the number 0£ Jews on the "Palambam" 
was insignificant. 

lt is interesting to note the arrival of Norman Simon 
\rho claimed to be a "Rabbi", but nothing is heard of hun 
afterwards in this capacity. 

The shipping list also shows that the following pas~ 
sengers were "'Bond l\Iigra.nts' with a £20 bond:-

Elisha Hayes, 'Henry Simmons, Morice Leonard, 
.Abraham Moses, Israel Myers and John Moses, and with 
a £10 bount,· :-Catherine Phillips, Sarah Moses and Mary 
Ann Hayes. 

'I'hc assumption that the report about the arrirnl of 
the 100 Jews in Tasmania in 1832 was true, led the late 
Habbi Goldman to wrong conclusions about the ~ize of the 
Jewish Community in Tasmania before 1832, when he 
wrote2 :-

"It is apparent from the official figures of 183~ which state 
that lUll Jews arrived in Hobart Town on S.S. Palnmbam nnd that 
in 1837 there were a total of 132 Jews of whom 124 were free :i.n 
th~ Colony that prior to 1832 there was a hand.fol of ,Jews only on 
thC' island.'' 

Now that we know that instead of 100, only 5 or 7 
~Jews, two of whom only were males, arriYcd in Hobart 
'rown by the "Palambam" in December, 1832, we ha-..e to 
correet Rabbi Golchnan's eonclusions. Although the aetual 
figures are not known, we might well estimate that the 
number of Je,rn in 'l'asmania in 1832 was at least around 
the hundred mark1 if not more. 
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Book Reviews 

JOHN i\IONASH, by John Hetherington. Oxford Univer­
sity Press, pp. 30. Illustrated. 5/-. 

The publishers of this series of Great Australians 
have so far produced twenl~·-four booklets cleYotecl to the 
liYes of eminent men and women who haYe left their mark 
on Australian historY. None will doubt that this 8l'1'ies of 
biographies would b~ incomplPte if it did not indude thC' 
eontribntion made to our national life by Sir John .l\lonash, 
.Australia's greatest soldier . 

. .\11 tlw salient facts of i\Ionash's life are col1eC'ted in 
this brief biography. The author properly diYidcs his 
material between his subject's early family life and educa­
tion in :\lclbournc, his professional attainments aftl,r 
graduation as an engineer, and naturally enough, great 
emphasis is laid 011 _i\lonash s rise to fame a:-; ~\ustralia's 
military leader in \Yorld \Yar I. The brief aecom1t eon­
<·ludes with a short reYiew of l\Ionash's work as head of the 
Yictorian State Electricity Commission in the decade 
which followed the Armistice. 

John Hetherington does well to underline fllonash's 
power of leadership, his resoluteness, steadfm;tness and 
strength of mind. He depicts a man who keenly under­
stood the special needs of his country. Perhaps much of 
~\Ionash's succC'ss as a military leader is to be attributed to 
the fine understanding which he had of the character of 
the Australian soldier. 
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The author makes only scant reference to l\Ionash's 
Jewish origin and to the extraordinary fact that like 
another great Aw,tralian, Isaac Isaacs, an Australian-born 
child of foreign parents1 should have risen to such great 
heights. This is an aspect of biography which the his­
torian must assess ancl develop, particularly at a time when 
.A.ustralia is absorbing migrants on a scale which has ne\·cr 
before been attempted. 

\Yithal, John Hetherington has writte11 a well 
balanced and readable storv. He has conferred a boon 
on our rising generation wl;o must become familiar with 
the lives of those who have laboured to make .Australia 
great. The adult reader will also find much information 
in this small book and the reader's appetite should be 
stimulated to seek more in other fields. The author mcn­
t:ons three references for further reading. He might also 
haYe referred to some of the articles on l\Ionash in this 
Sot'iety's Journal as ·well, also, the lengthy paper by Habbi 
Brasch in the Journal of the Royal Australian Historical 
Society. · 

-i\I.Z.F. 

PHILIP ill.ASEL, The First Decade. The story of the 
birth and growth of Liberal Judaism in \Y ..:-stern 

.. .:\. ustralia. 

ILA.HOLD BOAS, Personalities and Events. Temple 
David Congregation, 1952-1962. 

These two booklets, written at the request and pub­
lished by authority of the Board of illanagement of the 
Temple David Congregation at Perth, \Y.A.., supplement 
e-tch other in giving information about the formation and 
development of the Liberal l\lovement in \Yestern Aus­
tralia. They trace its history from small beginnings to a 
,rell-establishecl conununity nuder the leadership of :Mr. 
Harold Boas, its initiator and Dr. Ronald Taft, its Presi­
dent since 1952. 

Speaking about the origins of the congregation, l\lr. 
Mase! has stressed the point that Temple David is a 
"liberal" and not a "reform" congreg:,;tion and that "the 
ultra-reform moYemcnt has no connectiun of any kind" 
"·ith his congregation. 

It appears that with the influx of immigrants from 
Central and "\Vestern Europe before and after the second 
\Yorld \Var, the time was ripe :for a second Jew1sh con-
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grcgation h1 Perth. The kintl of serYice conducted by the 
eong-r(•gnt ion appealed to the ueweomers, many of whom 
had lwen accustomed to similar serdces in their respeetiYc 
homelands, "·hilst other:-;1 who "·ere a1rf•ady living- in Pnth, 
johwd the new congregation, because the l.1adies' gallery in 
Bris!Ji.me-Strcet Synagogue had become completely inade­
r11iate <luring the High Holi<l>tys for the increased eom­
nrnnity and many women were unable to obtain s0ats. 

Serdces were first held at the l\Ianchester Union Com­
munity Hall, which had also se1Ted the Perth Hebrew 
Congregation before the building of the Synagogue, but 
whe11 membership in 1953 had reached the :!:OU :inark, 
the need for a proper house of prayer bceame 
apparent. In lllay, 1954, a property at 3-l Clifton Cres­
cent, lilt. Lawley, "·as acquired an<l. transformed into j, 

Temple and the name of the congregation which, until 
then had been "Liberal Jewish Group" ·was elrnnged to 
··congregation Temple David". .As early as 1953, the con­
gregation C'oncluctNl community seders and inaug-nra1ed 
N1neational classes. In 1956 ReY.-now Habbi-neorgc ,Y. 
Ruben \Yas appointed a :Minister. 

It is of historic interest to note that two scrolls of the 
law, whil·h had belonged to the former Kalgourlie .llcln·l'\\ 
Congregation, were in 1953 made available to 1he congre­
gation, one as a gift and the other to be held in trust 
against the-alas remote-possibility of a re-establishment 
or a ~Jewish congregation on the goldfields. Equally inter­
c·sling, is the fact that .i\Irs. H. R Nathan donated in 1957 
a shofar which had been used by her grandfather, the 
Re,·erend Samuel Ilerman, while he was 1ninister to the 
Ucelong Hebrew Congregation, and also by her father, 
l\lr. Solomon Herman. 

illr. .i\Iasc!'s History of the Congregation is fluently 
written and it speaks for his objcctivit;T that he <loes not 
f.ipare his critieism of his congregation's dealings on a cer­
tain oC'easion. It is a report which is outspoken and does 
not gloss o,·er any contentious matter, as e.g. convr-rsion to 
\Yhich he devotC's a notable chapter. 

l\lr. Boas has painstakingly extracted from the records 
of tlw congrC'gation most of the important itt1ms, <'.g., tlw 
nanws of the foundation members, the annual and general 
meetings and the names of the executives, the numbers of 
births, marriages, deaths and conversions. He also rnen­
tio11s the names of all barmitzyas and bathmitzvas. For 
the pnl'pose of Je,dsh genealogy in Australia I would, 
however, lun-e preferred, if' he would haYe reeorded by 
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names all those who married and their respective parents, 
as well as those who were born and the names of their 
parents. l\lr. Boas also relates the histories of the Religious 
School of the congregation, of its "Newsletter", the first 
of which was issued in September, 1962, of clifferent "Sec­
tional Groups" of the congregation, etc. l\tr. Boas's 
records complete amply the more detailed 'history" by 
i\lr. l\Iasel. 

'l'he two booklets are examples of an effort which 
should be attempted from time to time by all Jewish con­
gregations. There are large congregations in Australia 
which for many decades have not published similar records 
and I can only highly recommend them to imitate the work 
done by l\Iessrs. :i\Iasel and Boas, whose endeavours will in 
later years considerably lighten the work of historians. 

U.F.J.B. 

Twenty-Third Annual Report 
'l'he Annual General l\leeting o.£ members o.£ the Aus­

tralian Jewish Historical Society was held in the Library 
of the Ureat Synagogue, 166 Castleragh Street, Sydney, 
at 7.J:, p.m. on 12th December, 1961, about thirty members 
and then· friends being present. The President, Rabbi Dr. 
I. Porush, referred to the passing of two leading com­
munal figures, the late John Goulston and the late David 
J. Benjamin. (In each instance Obituary Notice has since 
appeared in Vol. 5 Part VI of the Journal. 

The President drew attention to a proposal to 
approach communal organisations and Synagogues for 
originals or eopies of their Reports and records. It was 
resolved that the sponsorship of the Executive l1ouncil of 
Australian Je,vry should be sought in this matter. 

The .following Officers and Committee were elected for 
the ensuing year:-

President: Rabbi Dr. Israel Porush, Ph.D. 
Vice-Presidents: Herbert I. Wolff, and Rabbi Dr. H. 

Freedman, B.A., Ph.D. 
I-Ion. Treasurer: David Falk. 
Hon. Secretary: M. Z. Forbes, B.A., LL.B. 
Editor of Publications: i\I. H. Kellerman, B.Ee., 

:i\LA.C.E. 
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Committee: P. Barg, Dr. G. F1
• J. Bergman, lJ.Bc., 

LL.13 .. II. H. Glass, Q.C., 13.A., LL.B., Rabbi R. 
Lubofsky, B . .A., B. Newman, Dr .• J. Schncc,Yciss1 

~!.B., 13.S., M.R.C.P.K, S. Stedman. 
Hon. ,\uditor: Da,·id Bolot. 

.At the Annual l\Ieeting, two short Pap;:,rs were read 
by Dr. Bergman as follows: 

"Joseph Samuel, 'The i\Ian They Couldn't Haug'," and 
"Isaac Simmons, alias '1Iiekey Bull', Highwayman 

and Constable. The Story of Two Jewish Convicts". 

It is proposed to publish these Papers in this issue of 
the Journal. 

At the same l\Ieeting l\Ir. David Falk read a Paper 
elltitled-"A Lifetime of Book Collecting. Some Autohio­
graphieal Notes of the late Rabbi L. A. Falk". This Paper 
has since been published in the Journal, Vol. V, Part VI. 

The Society's present membership is 245 persons, 
and about 45 of these me1nbers are attachec.l to the S'ic­
tol'ian Branel1. There are about 30 members who reside 
ovPl'SNls or in other States of the Commonwealth. r_r1w 
inter(•st of Uni-versities, Libraries and other learned Insti­
tutions continues to be maintained in the Society. At one 
time it was customary to furnish some of these organisa­
tions with free copies of the Journal. In some cases it has 
now been found necessary to make a eharge for this ser­
-viee, particularly as the Society's finances cannot bear the 
costs which are incurred. 

It is obvious that the drive for membership must be 
continuctl. The list of subscribers in Sydney and :Mel­
bourne needs to be augmented, and there fs als~ a need for 
a grpater interest on the part of the Jewish communities 
in the other States and in New Zealand. 

There should be placed on record the passing of a 
number of members of the Society which extends its sin­
cere sympathy to the families of the late-David J. Benja­
min, David L. Cohen, Rabbi J·. Danglow, Davitl Glass, John 
Uoulston, I\liss 1\l. Hollander, 1\Irs. 1.'. Kessler, :Max Krug, 
J. B. Meinrath, I. Lewinnck, E. Y. Levi, Norman 
Schureck, Ralph Symonds, and Karl Wollstein. 

In a small Society such as ours, such a loss of mem­
bership is speedily felt ancl the hope is expressed that the 
relatives and friends of departed members will continue 
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tlieir association with us. Some of our members may wish 
to make a Benefaction in memory of their re]atives and 
friends. · 

During the year the Society benefited by a legacy of 
£500 from the Estate of the late David J. Benjumm. The 
late Editor not only worked for the Society in his life­
time but he saw to it that it should benefit from his Estate. 
The Committee will give consideration to the best means 
oi in\·esting and using this asset. 

In the last Annual Report reference was ma<le to the 
History of Australim1 Jewry which had been commenced 
by the late David Benjamm under the auspices of the 
1<.:xecutive Council of Australian Jewry. Our Committee 
has considered this matter on a number of occasions and 
recommendations were made as to a suitable author to con­
tmue the writing of this History. No finality has yet been 
reached in this matter. 

At a General :Meeting of the Society held in the Ureat 
Synagogue Library on 3rd September, 1962, the following 
two !-'aper we1·e read:-

( l) "Pages from the Diary of Nathaniel Levi". 
Some extracts from this JJiary were previmrnly rea<l be­
fore the Victorian Branch by Habbi LcYi, the great-grand­
son of the diarist. This Paper gives us a conternporary's 
description of the day to day perils and ditlienlties wh1eh 
migrants of a century ago faced during a sea voyage to 
Austtalia. 

(2) "The Hundred Jews of S.S. 'Palambum' in 1832. 
Rectification of an Error. A Contribution to the 
History of 1'asmanian Jewry.'' 

Dr. Bergman's Paper has established that statements that 
forge numbers of Jews arri\'ed in 1'asmania by that ship, 
are completely without foundation. 'l1he Paper sheds some 
new light on this early chapter in the history of Australian 
Jewry. 

Once again the practical assistance which the Ureat 
Synagogue, its Secretary and staff afford to o:u· Society 
is gratefully acknowledged. This support 1s greatly 
appreciated. 
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The first meeting for the year was held at the home 
of i\lr. and i\lrs. Stuart Cohen on 3rd July, 1962. '!'here 
,Yere 20 members and -visitors present. BYeryone stood in 
silenrc as a mark of respect to the memor,Y of lhe late 
Rabbi Jacob Da11g1ow, who had heen a mC'mber of the 
Society from the date of the formation of the Yietorian 
Branch. The Rabbi had played a significant part in shap­
ing the course of Jrwish History in Yietoria from tlw time 
of his arrival in l\lelbonrne in 1905. 

Dr. I-1. Shannon :-;poke on the condition of public 
health in Bngland and Australia <luring the second quar­
ter of the ni11rtcenth c·entury, and made partieular refer­
ence to general aud infant mortality rates. He tral'ed the 
history of his own grandfather's immigration to .Austra­
lia at this time by way of photographed government re­
eorcls and he indieated some of the many dangers lhat 
faeed earl;~ immigrants. One intC'rcsting aspeet w,:is his 
referenee to eemcteries as reeords of historieal epidPm ies. 
Rrferrnee "·as made to the fact that tuberculosis through­
out the centuries has been practically non-existent among 
Jews. 

'l'he Annual General ::\keting was held at th0 home 
of Dr. and "lrs. B. A. Stoll on 1-Hh Nowmbcr, 1D62, with 
approximately 30 nwmbers and Yisitors in attcndanC'l~. 
Those prrscnt stood in silenN' as a mark of res1wet to the 
memory of the late l\Irs. Leon Jona, a most esteemed mem­
ber of the Society. 

Professor Rufus Dads gan?- a talk entitled "C:on,rn­
nwnt and the Aggrien•d Citizen". This talk ,Yas most in­
formative and many of those present attempted to draw 
a parallel lwtwcen the Parliamentary Ombudsman or griev­
ance man and similar office-bearers in Jewish History. 

The fo1lmdng office-bearers were elected for the 
ealendar year, 1963: President, l\I. Gordon; Secretary1 T. 
S. Cohen; Treasurer, I. Solomon; Committee. Dr. I-I. 
Shannon, l\Iiss }I. Feuerman, l\Iiss F. Rosenberg. 
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Statement of Receipts and Payments for 12 months ended 
31st December, 1962 

£ s d £ s d 
Cash at Bank 1st January, 1962 51 10 10 
Receipts: 

Members' Subscriptions ...... 34 13 0 
Sales of "The Selected Short Stories of 

Nathan Spielvogel" 7 19 10 
Bank Interest 1 7 7 

Payments: 
Subscriptions remitted to Sydney 
Secretarial Expenses 

Cash at Bank 31st December, 1962 

23rd January, 1963. 

---44 0 5 

95 11 3 

...... 33 7 0 
4 15 9 

---- 38 2 9 

..... £57 8 6 

I. SOLOMON, 
Hon, Treasurer. 

REGISTER, AS AT 1st JANUARY, 1963, OF MEMBERS 
OF THE AUSTRALIAN JEWISH IDSTORICAL SOCIETY, 

AND OF BODIES SUBSCRIBING THERETO. 

BENEFACTORS: 
Green, Simon 
Green, Mrs. Israel 

t Phillips, Orwell 
tSymonds, Ralph 
Groen, Israel 
Goldman, David S. 
Lesnic, Harry 

LIFE iUEl\IBERS : 

.Mrs. Ronald Brass, B.A. 
Gordon :M. Alexander 
Arthur D. Robb, F.C.A. (Aust.) 
1Irs. Arthur D. Robb 
H. H. Frankfurter 
W. S. Jessop 

MEl\IBERS: 

Adelaide, South Australia 
Adelson, Myer 

Auckland, New Zealand 
Nathan, Lawrence D. 

Phillips, Louis, LL.B. 
Robinson, Harry 

GetzlerJ Israel 
Hains, Mark 
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Burradoo, New S0utJ1 \Vales 
Barnett, K. E. 
Cullen, Sefton 

Brisbane, Queensland 
lloffman, S. 11. 

Capetown, South Africa 
Haphael,r, Mrs. J. 

ChiCago, U.S.A. 
\\'. S. Jessop 

Cooma, New South \Vales 
H. Liebmann 

Geelong, Victoria 
Lazarus, i\Iiss Mary 
Hasenberg, i\!iss Frances i\I. 
Rosenberg, :Miss I \'Y Z. 

Hobart, Tasmania 
11. Lapin 

Liverpool, New South \Vales 
11-lav:nd, \\', L., F.H.G.S. 

London, England 
Goldm:m, D,witl S. 
Soref, Harold 

l\Iasterton, New Zealand 
Kathan, Perey H. 

1\Ielbourne, Victoria 
]3arr, H. 
Benjamin, Allan, LL.B. 
Burnett, Miss B. 
CasperJ George i\L 
Cohen, Stuart 
Cohen, 'l'revor, LL.B. 
Danglow, l\Irs. J. 
Davis, i\Ioss J. 
FC'iglin, David 
J'eigliu, ,Joseph 
Feiglin, J\Irs. J. 
F"eucrman, 11Iiss Hettie 
F1edman, Dr. Stanley L., l\LB., 

B.S. 
Goldenberg, Ronald, .A.A.S.A., 

.A.C.I.S., A.C.A.A. 
Groenwoud, Arthur 
Gordon, Max 
Gorr, San111C'l 
Guendcz, S. B., B.A., LL.B. 
Hnskin, :i\J rs. H. 
Hayman, :i\larcus 
Hornstein, Mrs. l\I. 

Isaacs, John L. 
Jacobs, Trevor 
.Tona, Dr. J. Leon, D.Sc., .M.D., 

M.S., F.R.A.C.S., 1'!.R.C.O.G. 
t .Tona, l\frs. .T. Leon 
,Tona, \ \T alter 
K:tstel:m, .:Mrs. C. 
K1rsner, Dr. Ernest 
Lader, Mrs. M. R. 
Lenzer, Mrs. B. 
Led, Rabbi ,John S., B.II.L., 

:M.A. 
Liebler, l. 

Ludwig, Rabbi \Y. 
l\farks, E. N. 
fl!ichaelis, Sir Archie 
Michaelis, Lady 
Michaelis, Roy 
Plottel, J., 1'"'.R.V.I.A. 
Rosenberg, lllrs. C. 
Rosenberg, :Miss E'rances M. 
Rosenberg, Miss Ivy Z. 
Shannon, Dr. Henry, M.D., 

D.P.1-I., D.T.M, 
Sherman, Rabbi Dr. Ph.D. 
Singer, Mrs. E. II. ' 
Slutzkin, Leo P. 
Solomon, Isidor, A.A.S.A. 
Selby, ·Mrs. B. A. 
Sheil, Mrs. P. 
Silberberg, Dr. Frank 
Stmuss, Mrs. 0. K. 
\Yynn, Samuel 

Newcastle, New South \Vales 
Fredmnn, Lionel E., 1I..-\., 

LL.B. 
Solomon, Geoffrey 

Parramatta, New South \Vales 
Houison, J. K. S., F.C.A. 

J>ennsylvania, U.S.A. 
Korn, Rev. Dr. Bertram W. 

Perth, \Vest Australia 
Atlas, H. 
Boas, Harold, F.R.A.I.A., 

F.F.l.A., J.P. 
Breckler, C. 
Afasel, Philip, O.B.E. 
1Iosse-nson, David 
Paehtman, E. 
Troy, A. 

Pittsburgh, U.S.A. 
Frcehof, Rabbi Solomon B. 

St. Mary's, New South \Vales 
Cohen, I. A. L., LL.B. 
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Sandy Bay, Tasmania 
Kiffer, S. 

Singapore 
i\Iyersou, i\frs. E. 

Sydney, New South \Vales 
.Aaron, Charles 
Adelstein, E. 
Alexam1er, Gordon 
Applebaum, Mrs. E. 
Balkind, M. 
Barg, P. 
Barnl'h, Mrs. E. R. 
Basser, Sir Adolph, Kt. 
Beecher, George 
Bennett, Louis 
Bergman, Dr. G. F. J., D.Ec., 

LL.B., J.P. 
Berkelouw, I. 
Berrick A E 
Blashki: D~· . .Eric P., M.B., 

Ch.M. 
Bolot, Dr1sid, A.F.C.A., A.F.I.A. 
Brasch, Rabbi Dr. R. 
Brass, Mrs. R., B.A. 
Castle, H. P. 
C'ollC'n, Alroy M., Q.C., B.A., 

LL.B. 
Colwn, Mrs. E. 
Cohen, ftfrs. L. G. 
Cohen, L. W. 
Cowan, Professor H. J. 
Davis, ilfrs. P. 
Dinnen, B. 
Drycn, .Ta cob 
Eiltfcld, ,Jolm I. 
Einfcld, Sydney D., M.H.R. 
Esserman, N.A., B.Sc., F.Inst.D . 

.A..M.I.E. (Aust.) 
Esserman, Mrs. N. A. 
Fabian, Rabbi Dr. A. 
Falk, David 
Falk, Gerald 
Ferguson, Judge Sir John A. 
Finger, A. 

* Forbes, 1I. Z., B.A., LL.B. 
Franfurter, H. H. 
Freedman, Rabbi Dr. H., B.A., 

Ph.D. 
Freeman, Felix 
Freilich, Max 
Freilich, Mrs. Ma.x 
Furst, Dr. H. 
Ginges, M. 
Glass, Harold H., Q.C., B.A., 

LL.B. 
Glass, Mrs. Haroltl 

Glass, Kenneth M., B.A., LJ..H. 
Glass, Mrs. R. 
Glick, Dr. M. 
Goetz, Curt 
Gold, H. 
Goldberg, Mrs. Agolda 
Goldberg, Joseph 
Goldstein, Harry S . 
Goulston, ~fiss Edna, B.Sc. 
Green, David 
Green, Israel 
Green, Mrs. Israel 
G1·een, ,Jack N. 
Green, Lionel 
Green, Simon 
Green, Solomon 
Guss, Mrs. B. 
Hanis, Le,-vis A., B.A., LL.B, 
I-fart, Miss Htmnah 
Herman, Mrs. H. 
Hillman, Miss G. 
I-Iimmelferb, Miss H. 
Ho11ander, Miss A. 
Hyman, Mrs. A. W. 
Indyk, S. 
Josephson, Mrs. P. 
,Joel, Asher, M.L.C. 
Karpin, Sam 

* Kellerman, M. H., B.Ec., 
1I.A.C.E. 

Kellerman, Mrs. 1f. H. 
Kusher, Dr. M. 
Landau, Jacob S. 
Landa, Abram, 11I.L.A., LL.B. 
Ledermann, E. 
Lee, M. L. 
Lcsuie, Allan 
Lesnie, E. H. 
Lesnie, Harry 
Lesnic, Mrs. Hany 
Levy, Keith M. 
Lewis, Michael 
Lewinnek, Mrs. ,v. 
Lipson, Samuel, A.R.l.B.A. 
Luber, Cecil A. 
Lubofsky, Rabbi R., B.A. 
Mandel, Jack 
Marcus, T. 
Marks, ,Jonah, B.A., Dip.Ed. 
Marks, Mrs. R. H. 
Marsden, Mrs. N. 
Merten, Hans 
Michaelis, Miss E. 
Michaelis, Rupert 
Milston, Alan 
1\foddel, :Martin 
Monis, Ernest 
Moses, B. L., B.Ec. 
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i\foss, Mrs. Helen 
Newman, David 
Newman, Edgar 
Newman, :Mrs. Edgar 
Newman, II. B. 
Owen, Dr. Alan, B.Sc., M.B. 
Owen, Dr. Hyman l\I., l\f.B., 

Ch.i\f. 
Perkins, M., J.P. 
Phillips, 0. E. 
Phillips, Mrs. H. 
Porush, Rabbi Dr. Israel, Ph.D. 
Price, George 
Rabinovich, A. 
Reading, Dr. Fanny, M.B., B.Sc. 
Reitzin, S. K. 
Rich, Mrs. C. 
Robb, Arthur D., F.C.A. (Aust.) 
Robb, Mrs. A. D. 
Robinovitz, Miss R. 
Roden, Mrs. I. 
Roderick, Dr. Colin 
Rosen, D. 
Rosen, S. 
Rosenblum, A. i\L 
Salkind, M. 
Sampson, I. K. 
Sander, H. A. 
Sclmeeweiss, Dr. J., M.B., B.S., 

i.\LR.C.P,E. 
Selby, Mr. ,Justice, D. M. 

Simblist, Samuel H., B.A ., 
LL.B. 

Snider, L. S., M.L.C. 
Sofer,Schreiber, L. 
Solomon, Phillip 
Sperling, S. H. 
Sperling, Sidney 
Stedman, S. 
Sugerman, Mr. Justice B. 
Symonds, Dr. Bruce 
Symonds, Reub. 
Symonds, Mrs. L. 
\Vars, ,John 
Whitmont, E. 
w·olfers, :Mrs. M. 
Wolff, H. I. 
Zamel, 1I. 

Taroona, Tasmania 
Epstein, C. S. 

Tamworth, New South "Wales 
Cohen, Mrs. Vietor I., M.B.E. 

\Vellington, New Zealand 
Heinemann, J. \V. 
Myers, Frank 
Weinstein, Charles 

\Vollongong, New South \Vales 
Bando, Mrs. R. 

SUBSCRIBING BODIES 

.Australian National University, Library, Canberra, A.C.T . 

• Tcwish Council to Combat Fascism and Communism, Melbourne. 

New South Wales Jewish Board of Deputies. 

Newcastle University College, Newcastle. 

Oxley Memorial Library, Brisbane. 

South African Jewish Board of Deputies, Johannesburg. 

State Library, Melbourne. 

'femple Emanuel, Sydney. 

UuiYersity of Adelaide, Ban Smith Library. 

Deceased. 

* Member of the Royal .Australian Historical Society. 

Fellow of the Royal Australian Historical Society. 

NO'l'E.-The Hon. Sec-retary will be obliged to be notifiPd of any 
omissions or corrections. 



f Benefactions have been received in memory 
of the following: 

ERNEST SAMUEL MARKS, C.B.E. 
ADOLPH AND AMELIA ALEXANDER 
GERALD AND ISABELLE BENJAMIN 

ERNEST R BARUCH 
SIMON JOSEPH GUSS 

SIR SAMUEL ANJJ LADY COHEN 
HYAM SHOLOM AND KATHLEEN 

HIMMELFERB 
HERMAN AND RACHEL AHRONSON 
WILLIAM AND GLADYS N. COHEN 

SIR BENJAMIN BENJAMIN AND LADY 
BENJAMIN 

ALFRED AND MAY PHILLIPS 
FREDERICK DAVID AND ESTHER ZILLAH 

MICHAELIS 
JACOB AND EMMA GLASS 
PERCY BRIGHTON COHEN 

LIONEL COHEN 
PHILIP SCHNEIDEMAN 

SYDNEY BENJAMIN GLASS 
DAVID JAMES BENJAMIN 



Corresponding Member for Great Britain : 
CECIL ROTH, 

31 Charlbury Road, Oxford. 

Representative of the Society for United States of America : 

Miss FANNY GOLDSTEIN, 
West End Branch, Library of the City of Boston, 

Massachusetts, U.8'.A. 

Benefactor l\Iembers : 
D. J. BENJAMIN 

DAVIDS. GOLDMAN 
ISRAEL GREEN 

Mrs. ISRAEL GREEN 
SIMON GREEN 

HARRY LESNIE 
ORWELL PHILLIPS 
RALPH SYMONDS 

Life Members : 

Mrs. RONALD BRASS, B.A. 
GORDON M. ALEXANDER 

ARTHUR D. ROBB, F.C.A. (Aust.) 
Mrs. ARTHUR D. ROBB 
H.H. FRANKFURTER 

W. S'. JESSOP 

Members of Publication Committee : 
MAURICE H. KELLERMAN, B.Ec., M.A.C.E. 

GEORGE F. J. BERGMAN, D.Ec., LL.B. 

The amount of the subscription payable by a member is one 
and a half guineas per annum, coP1mencing from the 1st ot 
January in each year. 

A person donating an amount of not less than £25 in one sum 
may be elected by the Committee a Benefactor Member of the 
Society. 

-(From the Rules of the Society). 

D. S. Ford, Prir>ters, 44.50 Res'?rvoir Street, Sydney. 




