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MAX GORDON - OBITUARY 
Early in November, 1911, i\Ir . ..1.\fox Gordon, a well 

known communal identity in lvlelbourne, died. Jir. Gordon 
for a great number of years until 1971 was President of 
the Victorian Branch of the Australian Jewish Historical 
Society. He was born in Bialystok, Poland, and migrated 
to .A .. ustralia more than fifty years ago. 

For many years he was a wholesale skin and fur 
merchant and before 1939, had made a great number of 
trips to attend the fur sales in Europe. 

I-Ie was a member of the St. Kilda Hebrew Congrega­
tion and active in a number of communal organisations. 
He ,vas one of the earliest members of the Bachelors and 
Hosts: Ball Committee, and some thirty years ago, he was 
aetiYe in the ·welfare Guardian ilfovement. This Move­
ment was responsible for bringing Jewish boys from 
Europe and establishing them in Australia. 

In the past few years, :i\Iax Gordon had became 
well known for his interest in Australian Jewish History 
and as an author. He ,,-rote several books which included 
"The Life of Sir Isaac Isaacs"-the first work on this great 
Australian; ''The History of the Jews in Van Dieman's 
land" (Tasmania) i "The Queen of Sheba", and another 
on "Selected Short Stories". He had also had published 
a number of shorter articles. 
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In the years of his retirement, his interests eent1·cd 
around histor;Y, the Armadale Bowling Club, and 
gardening. 

'l'he sympathy of the Society is extended to his widmv, 
l.Jea, and his adult children, Ronald and Barbara. 


