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llARTYRS' MEMORIAL, ROOKWOOD CEllETERl. 

MEMORIAL TO MARTYRS, 
CONSECRATION 

A Martyr's Memorial l\Ionument dedicated to the 
memory of the six million J e,vs who perished during '\V orld 
War II has been built at Rookwood Cemetery. It is the 
first such Monument to be erected in New South ,Vales 
and is unique in its design and symbolism. 

In its simple dignity, the Memorial eYoked a sense of 
confinement, symbolising the enclosure of a concentration 
camp, vi·hile the basic shape-that of an egg-conveys both 
the concepts of mourning and immortality. 

The focal point in the "compound" of the :Memorial 
is a large 14 feet central wall carrying the simple inscrip­
tion cut into polished black granite : 

"IN lvIEMORY OF SIX l\IILLION ,JEWS KILLED 
BY THE NAZIS DURING THE WAR 193H-1945 
)IAY THE WORLD NEVER AGAIN WITNESS 
SUCH INHUMANITY OF lvIAN AGAINST i\IAN." 



Jlemorial to Jlartyrs, Constcratiou 

Continuously around the 6ft. 6ins. high enclosing 
eoncretc \\·alls (poured in rough-boarded forms) arc the 
twenty names of the most infamous extermination camps. 
The names haYe been cast into the wall and form an 
integral part of the stark design. 

The entrance is formed by a half-elliptical assembly 
space, defined by black granite seats. .From it a path 
leads into the compound through bronze gates. 1rhe path 
is paved with cobble stones in the characteristic way:,· 
pattern usl'd on the streets of many central J~uropean 
dties-thc streets oYer which most of the Yietims ,Yould 
haYc been herded to their death. 

The rest of the compound is Stll'faced with jagged 
graYcl, uncomfo1tablc to step or walk on-an appropriate 
foreground to the names of places, the horror-meaning of 
which the )Iemorial aims to irnpl'int on the mind of the 
Yisitor. 

The }Iartyrs' )Icmorial1 set in lawns and trees on the 
edge of Rookwood Cemetery ,Yas desig1wd by architect 
}lr. Harr,· Seidler, with i\Iessrs. P. 0. i\Iilkr, Jiilston and 
Ferris as consulting engineers. All kindly donated their 
ser,·ices to the project. 

The ~J c1wish C(•meter)- Trust an<l the SYdneY Chen·n 
Kudisha co-sponsored and financed the J.iemo{.ial at a 
cost of more than $20,000. 

The l\Icmorial was consecrated at Rookwood on Sm1-
dar, May 3, 1970 (~7th :\"issan 5730), Ill ~.30 p.m. "·hen 
mol'(' than 1,000 people attended the xokmn service con­
ducted b,· Rabbi Dr. l. Pomsh, O.B.E., AY of Syclnc,· 
Beth Din with the participation of Hahbi 0. Ahnirns011. 
HcY. l. Gluck and HeY. A. Winkler. Mr. S. D. Jsinfrlcl. 
1I.L.A., Deputr Leader of the N.S.1Y. State Opposition 
and President of the Australian Jewish Welfare Societ,·. 
nnYcilecl a commemorative plaque. 

:\Ir. Simon Green, Chah111an of proceedings at the 
St>rYiec of Dedication, paid tribute to the untiring efforts 
of l\[r. Felix l~reenrnn, Chairman of the Jewish Cemetery 
'l'rust, ,Yho with the support from )fr. :i\Iax :Mann, Pr0si­
dc11t of the Sydney Chen·a Kadisha and togetht11· ,Yith the 
Trustees of the Jc,Yish Cl'rneterv 'I1rust and Board :.\Iemhers 
of the Chcn·a Kadisha origirn;t<'(l the project and stnY it 
through to completion. 

)fl'. Freeman opened the gates of the :.\Iemorial am! 
tlH' dedication dosed "·ith the plnnting of trees h:,- :\Ir. 
Prccnrnn. on behalf of tlw .Je,Yish Cemcte1T 'rrust and 
the S,,dne,· Chena Kadisha, nnd }fr. Z. Y. \ebcnzahl, an 
Pxecntin• of the Board of Dcput ies. on lwhalf of :\".S.W. 
,Je,Yish Cornnnmity. 


