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The Sad Story of a Gentleman Planter
by Dr. G. F. J BERGMAN

This is the very sad story of a man who came to
Australia as one of the first free Jewish settlers with the
best intentions and ambitious projeets, but who failed not
only heeause of official biekering, hut also beeause at that
time too little was known ahout the potentialities of this
new eountry.

On Tth November, 1826, Mr. Walter Levi, of No. 4
King Street, Finshury Square, London, wrote to Farl
Bathurst, the Colonial Secretary:—!

My Lord,

Having for some fime past been engaged in acquiring o kaow-
ledge of the Clunate and Soil of New South Wales, and its capability
of producing Sugar, Cotton, and various other products of the Fast
and West Indies, the Brazils, ete.,

1 applied to Major Moody of His Majesty’s Eagineers, with
whom I had the honor of becoming aequainted during my residenee
in the West Indies, in order to obtain the printed regulations, under
which Land is granted to Settlers in that Colony.

I have now the honor to state to your Lordship my reasons for
hoping that I may obtain & Grant of Land without purchase, as
per clause 20% of the printed Regulations.

I am possessed of £5,000, with the command of as much more
as may be required, and having resided many years in the West
Indies, as a Merechant and Planter, the last ten years of which
permanently at Barbadoes, T became personally known to the
Governors of that Island from the wyear 1809 to 1825, partieularly
to Lord Combhermere, and Sir Henry Warde, ulso to Lieut. General
Willinin  Johnstone, Major Moody, and Sir Charles Smyth of the
Royal Engineers, as well as fo most of His Majesty's Officers of
rank in the Leeward Islands during thaf period; aad some of whose
names I subjoin, to whom I can with confidence refer your Lordship
as to Character. I also add a list of Mereantile Firms, who can
eonfirm my statement as to means and copability.

My intention is to cultivate Cotton and Sugar te a considerable
extent, provided I ecan obtain a Grant of 5,000 Aecres of Land at
Port Mueguarie with the privilege of purchasing 10,000 aercs,
adjoining the grant on the terms speeified in Clanse No. 3% of the
printed Regulations, ete.
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Hitherto, New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land have heen
supplied with Sugar from Java, Batavia, the DBrazils, and other
distant foreign Colonies, taking specie in payment, draining the
Colonies of their eirveulating medium, and causing a fluctuwation in
the price, detrimental to the free Setiler and only beuaeficial to a
few monopolists.

Whereas I feel confident that both Sugar and Cotton may be
suceessfully cultivated at Port Maequarie, from the local advan-
tages which it offers, and that much public benefit will be derived
not only from furnishing sufficient supply of the former for the
consumption of these Colonies, but of the latter as a profitable
export. And it may be proper to state I am confirmed in this opinion
respecting Cotton, from the valuable quality of a speeimen of that
Artiele, which I have seen from Sydney.

In requesting the grant for the above purpose, I will only add
that [ purpose also to embrace extensively the ordinary methods of
Agrieultural improvements of Land by rearing Stock and growing
Corn, and that T shall he anxious to cmploy, in this and other
objects, from 70 to 100 Crown Servants, and which number will of
course increase as my operations extend.

I have, &e.,
Warrer I. LEvi

He gave the following references:—

Lord Combermere; Li. Genl. S8ir Hy. Warde; Lt. Genl. John-
stone; Major Genl. Codd; Lt. Col. 8ir Charles Smyth; Lt. Col. Sir
Charles Gordon; Lt. Col. Sir Edmund Williams; Commissary Genls.
Bulloek, Turquand, and Routh.

Chas. Dixon, Bsqre., Savage (ardens; Messrs. Pugh and Red-
man, Prinity Square; J. Levi and Compy., 75 Old Broad Street;
Cavan DBrothers and Co., Cireus, Finsbury; Lemon Hart and Sen,
57 Fenchurch Strect.

Levi’s application was favourably veceived by the
Colonial Secretary and on 14th November, 1826, Under-
Secretary R. W, Hay wrote to him as follows:—

Downing Street, 14 Novr., 1826,
Sir,

I have to acknowledge the reeeipt of youwr Letter of the 7th
Instant, requesting 5,000 Acres of Land at Port Macquarie in New
South Wales, with the privilege of purchasing 10,000 more, for the
purpose of cultivating Sugar and Cotton, besides other produce of
the Bast and West Indies; and, in reply, I am directed by Iarl
Bathurst to aequaint you that the Governor will receive Instractions
to afford you such facilities, ns may be practicable, in furtherance of
the objeets, which you have in view; but it will rest with his
Execelleney to decide hereafter, upen a deliberate consideration of
the success of your projeets, how fur you may be entitled to benefit
by the Twentieth Clanse of the Printed Regulations.®

On 10th December, 1826, Governor Ralph Darling
was eonsequently informed by Mr. Hay of Lord Bathurst’s
reeommendation: —

Downing Street, 10th December, 1826.
Bir,

I am direeted by Earl Bathurst to transmit to you herewith an
applieation, whick has been received from Mr. Levi, who is about
to proceed to New Southk Wales with the infention of eultivating
Cotton and Sugar to a considerable extent, provided he obtains
adequate cncouragement fowards the prosecution of his object.
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By the enclosed reply, which Lord Bathurst has caused 1o be
given to Mr, Levi's applieation, you will perceive the extent of the
facilities, which his Lordship has thoughkt proper to hold out to
hin, but that it is at the same time lett to your diseretion so far
to extend towards that Gentleman the advantages, ailnded to in
Clause No. 20 of the Printed Regulations, as you may deem proper
upon consideration of the probable success of his undertaking with
reference to the amount of Capital, which he may have at lus
disposal.

Although Mr. Hay's letter left no doubt that the
Hovernor would finally have to decide on Levi’s applica-
tion, he was sure of sueccess and set sail for Australia. On
22nd September, 1827, he arrived in Sydney, followed on
2nd October by his wife, Rebecca, and his three children,
Jacob, Simon and Letitia, to start a new life in New
South Wales® and on 26th October, 1827, he made an
application for 5,000 acres of land.?

There seems to have been trouble from the start, he-
cause on 2nd November, 1827, Levi wrote to Darling that
he eannot understand why the Governor can have had
doubt of his intentions, and he made it elear that “if my
views are not in future purely agrienltural, it will be from
a total failure of those facilities I expected to reccive from
His Ixecellency in the prosecution of the objects I had in
view, and had I entertained any doubts of the possibilify
of disappointment, I should not have emigrated to the
Colony™.

It might be that Darling had never before known of
any Jew either in England or in the Colony who wanted
to be a farmer and planier instead of engaging in eom-
mereial enterprises. As a matter of fact, this was the fizst
applieation for a large land grant by a Jew who had the
intention fo become a farmer in the colony,

On 8th December, 1827, Levi was subsequently called
hefore the Land Board and furnished it with a sehedule
showing that he had a eapital of £3,000 to be applicd in
the cultivation of grazing amd agrieulinre, and on 10th
Becember, 1827, the Board rveported to the Governor that
Lievi has eash in hand to the amount of £3,000 besides a
gquantity of merchandise which he had brought with him
in the ship, Hedway. Levi, wrote the Board, had resided
some vears af Barbados in the West Indies, where he was
an extensive dealer in Military elothing and other mer
ehandise and also in purchase and sale of estates. For
the last 10 vears, however, he was engaged in Barbados
as a planter and eame to the colony in expeetation of a
lavge grant of land at Port Maequarie for the purpose of
establishing a plantation of sagar and eotton, but finding
that these views cannot at present he realised, he was de-
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termined to eommenee with the usual pursuits as grazier
and agrienlturalist, till he may he enabled to follow up his
initial intentions, unless he finds the banks of the Manning
River, which he proposes to visit, suitable for the culti-
vation of cotton and sugar and sueeeeds in obtaining a
grant in that part of the colony. As he has the intention
to veside upon the land and manage it in person, the Board
wrote that it had no objection to such a grant of land
“as His Bxeellency may be pleased to order”.

Yet His Exeellency was not pleased to grant Levi land
at the Manning River and noted on the Board’s report
that “he may select 4 square miles and is to be informed
that the Manning is out of the Boundaries”.

From this report we can see that Levi had been mis-
informed in London about the situation in the colony.
Port Macquarie had been founded by Governor Macquarie
in 1821 as a penal settlement and although the first sugar
was planted there in 1821 the township and its distriet was
not opened for free settlers until 1830, after the penal
settlement there had been closed,

As for the Manning River, its lower part, where now
the towns of Taree, Wingham and Gloucester are flourish-
ing in a rieh mainly dairying distriet, certainly did not
have a elimate suitable for sugar and eotton planting.
This Levi did not know and still believed that he could
achieve his aims there. But was the Manning distriet really
“out of Boundaries”, as the Governor answered?

On 26th November, 1828, Mr. E. 8. Hall, the editor
of The Monitor in Sydney wrote to Sir George Murray in a
letter of eomplaints against Governor Darling, who he said
“alienated land that several thousand of the richest acres
on the River Manning had been granted to Mr. Arvthur
Pooley Onslow, a former civil servant in India and to Mr.
Gilding, an emigrant from the West Indies who was also
oranted an estate alongside him. But Mr. Walter Levi,
wheo arrived in the colony with a large property, the pro-
duce of an estate sold by him in the West Indies, and who
brought an order for land from Earl Bathurst, was re-
fused on the same river”.!

Was Levi diseriminated against because he was a
Jew? Darling was certainly not a partienlar friend of the
Jews. IHis eternal quarrels with Barnett Levey about the
windmill whieh Levey had built above his Colehester
warchouse and about Levey’s theatre had shown his
animosity against Levey, the Jew he despised. On the
other hand, Israel Chapman, the Jewish constable was
one of his favourites. Darling has been characterized as
“4n ultra-conservative” and that “his heart was with the
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old establishment. He had littde sympathy with popular
veform and less with its restless symptoms™.® T am inelined
to say that it was less discrimination than favouritism
which led to Darling’s vefusal to grant Levi land at the
Manning River,

Port Macquarie and the Mamning River being out of
the question, Levi had now to look for another part of the
colony to seleet land.

His choice fell on the Hunter River, which was at that
time practically the only flourishing agricultural distriet
north of Sydney.

He undertook the journey to the Flunter River to
look for himself, but here, too, he experienced disappoint-
ment.

He then obtained an interview with the Governor,
after which he wrote on I4th April, 1828, to Darling that
at this interview he had stated the difficultios he felt in
the selection of land suitable for extensive grazing and
that he regrets that this difficulty still exists.

He stated that his various stoeks were distributed in
all directions and that he was unable to colleet them, he-
cause he has no proper locations for them. “It may be
necessary to add,” he wrote, “that prior to my leaving for
the Hunter River, to examine a certain track of land, I
ascertained its being unappropriated and on my veturn
I found Lt. Lamb, R.N., had selected the identical spot
and consequently I have the same labour and expense to
go through here and at this moment I have two persons
out on the Hunter River instruected 1o inform me.”

As the period for the scleetion of land expirved on 18th
April, he asked the Governor again for an extension of
time.

On 21st April, Darling informed him that he agreed
to extend the time for selection of land for two months
until 21st June, 1828.

On 10th June, 1828, Levi wrote again to the Governor:
“The diffienlty of procuring a town residence for my family
induees me to apply to Your Bxeelleney for a town allot-
ment upon which 1 engage Porthwith to build a suitahle
structure.”

In December 1827, Levi had rented storerooms at
Macquarie Place from Simeon Lord® and sometime later
took up residence in Pitt Street.?

He informed the Governor of a shipment expecied of
3 casks of Vine cotton seeds which, he said, produces cot-
ton with 1209 and more in the market than ordinary
cotton and requires planting but onee in 10 to 12 vears
instead of annually as with the old plants. “I am to
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helieve,” he wrote, “that the soil of the North Island is
congemial to growth. I trust at ne very distant day it will
beeome one of the staple commodities. I mean to give the
subjeet publicity offering equal advantages to those who
choose to embrace it.”

Yet he had again to state:—*1 have not spared ex-
pense in endeavouring to discover a suitable location, but
without effect down to the 2nd inst. as per advised from
the Hunter River. The advanced state of the season to put
my sheep, cattle, ete, on terms usual in the colomy at
considerable loss to me and consequently I respectfully
solicit further indulgence of time until 1 find a suitable
place as the opening of Port Macquarie to settlers which
will admit of my earrying my original plan into effect.”

Darling’s answer was that no town settlement was
vacant and that no further time for selection can be
given,

But Levi did not give up and tried again, and on
16th June, 1828, he wrote to the Governor:—

“The advertisement in the Gaszefte of this day signed
‘A friend to Australia’ will have informed Your Fxcel-
leney further respecting the planting of eotton in the
colony. To the questions of many of the respeectable
settlers, whether I mean to try its effect myself, I cannot
give any other answer than that I have no suitable loca-
tion and it appears to me an aetive example is necessary
to produce the effect.”

He told Darling that he has now found a spot “totally
useless for eultivation but suitable for the culture of
cotion.” Tt is a “sandy swampy soil situated and bounded
by Botany Bay on one side and the other by Cooks River,
I believe about 800 acres.”

Darling had enquiries made concerning this land, but
the grant of the land was finally refused, beecause it inter-
fered with the Sydney water supply. Darling agreed, how-
ever, to give him 200 acres there to experiment with eotton,

This land and Sydney’s climate was, of eourse, com-
pletely unsuitable for the growing of cotton.

And here the correspondence ended.

Levi’s “advertisement” in the Sydney Gazetie of 16th
June, 1828, which he signed “A FRIEND TO AUS-
TRALIAY and not with his name, is of great interest, as
it shows his unbounded confidence and also his experience
as a cotton planter.

This was not, as we will see, an “advertisement”, but
rather some kind of “Letter to the Editor” whieh the
editor of The Australian deemed to be interesting “to any
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Reader who like the gentleman from whom we received

the subjoined, professes to be ‘A friend to Australia’”

This “eonununication™ reads as follows:—

We readily give insertion to the following communieation from
a gentleman, who signs himself “4 Iriend fo dustrelie.” Whatever
has a teadeney to develope the capabilities of our soil for the pro-
duetion of some of the most valunble commodities of other climes,
and consequently to imcrease the amount of our exports—ihe pre-
ponderance of which, over the extent of imported articles, eonstitutes
the standard by which the virtual prosperity of the Colony must be
measured, cannot be uninteresting to any Reader, who, like the
gentleman from whom we received the subjoined, professes fo he =
IFricad to dustralie.”

Faluable Introduction into New Soull HWeales, caleulated for the
barren and hitherto unproductive land, particularly on and near
the sea coust, harbours, creeks, and sandy soil.

VINE COTTOXN SEED.

On my fixed determination to rvemove to this Colony with my
family, I bent my mind towards the growth of those the most profit-
able and best ealeslated tropieal plants likely to sueceed here, and
with which 1 am well acouauinted, from muny yeurs experience in
the West Indies. Prior to my leaving England, I wrote to my most
intimate friends in the West Indies and Amerien for the most
approved cotton seed in use; and, on my mrival in South Ameries,
I also ordered a supply of Pernambueo sced to be forwarded to me,
that I might have an opportunity of tryving the effeet of each, nnd
selecting the best suited to the soil.

By the Mangles I veceived adviees from the West Eadies of o
supply of the vine cotton sced being shipped to my London friends
for me, and from London of its re-shipment on hoard the Bencoolen.
My West India friend writes me to the following effeet: *1 send you
# sufficient supply of vine eotton seed to plant & Inrge tract of land,
with directions for its planting : it iz far superior to any other
cotton seed grown; it requives planfing but omee in ten or twelve
vears, instead of annually; as is the case with the ordinary cotton
seed; indeed, I think it will prove invaluable in a Colony like New
South Wales, where you huave not the Ianbour we have here. This
plant becomes mnore produetive every year. I planted an aere at my
Marine Villa*; it yielded 1901bs. nett cotton; it brings 13d. per 1h.
in the home market, whilst the ordinary West Indin cotion oaly
commands 7d. per b,

Directions for Planting the Vine Colton Seed

To make the plant very productive, let the land be hoeploughed
four or five inches deep, open small holes twelve inehes square, and
two or three inches deep, four feet apart, drop four or five seed
in each hole, cover them slightly with s0il, when the plants spring
four or five inches high, single them out, leaving two n caelt hole;
instezd of weeding the grass, hoe the land, which will keep it light,
The second year of its growth, previeus to the wet season setting in,
dig up every other row of trees, which will then leave the rows eight
feet apart; at the same time cut off all the little dry branches that
may be found on the trees of the remaining row; if the trees are
tall, lop off the boughs about one-third the height of the trees. The
third vear dig up every other hole of trees, which will leave the
remaining heles eight feet square from each other; they wili bear
ten or twelve years, the land must be kept elear of grass, and no
mould suffered to e put to the roots of the trees.
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The seed will be sold at 2s. 2d. sterling per Ib. The proceeds
after defraying the expenses of importation, will be added to the
funds of the Agrieultural Society, to be distributed in prizes, for the
first and second Dest specimens of cotton from the seed, of not less
than 25 Ib. weight, ginned and elean. The machinery required is very
simple, and the labour, after the firs{ year, a mere nothing. The
writer will feel pleasure in affording such farther information as
may be required, and takes the present opportunity of stating his
convietion of the suceess of this plant, if managed as directed, and
that, at no very distant period, cotton will become one of the staple
commodities for export from this Colony.

A FRIEND TO ATUSTRALIA,

13th June, 1828,

#* The soil of the Marine Villa is inferior to that of Vaucluse or
Ekzabeth Bay.

Levi’s efforts had been very premature and he had
been completely misinformed about the climate in the
colony and the land available at the time which wounld he
suitable for cotton planting.

The First Fleet brought with it cotton seed that had
been obtained in Rio de Janeiro, but early trials near
Sydney soon showed that the climate in that area was un-
suitable for eoiton culture. Good cotion was first raised
at Moreton Bay in the 1840°s and cotton growing con-
tinued on a limited basis in Queensland, where it flourish-
ed during the American Civil War in the sixties, to decline
in the eighties.® TLevi’s efforts were premature and real
cotton growing in Ausiralia was reserved to the seecond
half of the 20th eentury.

On 20th June, 1828, Darling noted that Levi had to
be advised that ne further remewal would be given and
that Levi “may apply again for land, when he is prepared
to select” . . .

So Levi had to sell his cotton seeds and on 9th July,
1828, he put the following advertisement in The Aus-
tralign:—

VINE COTTON SEED
READY for delivery at the Residence of
Alr. WALTER LEVI,

Pitt-street.

On my fixed determination to remove to this Colony with my
family, I bent my mind towards the growth of such of the most
profitable and best caleulated tropical plants as would be likely to
succeed here, and with whiech T am well acquainted, from many
years experience in the West Indies. Prior to my leaving England
I wrote to my most intimate friend in the West Indies and Ameriea,
for the most approved cotton seed in use; and on my areival in
South America I also ordered a supply of Pernambuco seed to be
forwarded to me, that T might have an opportunity of trying the
effect of each, and selecting the best suited to the soil

By the Mangles I received advices from the West Indies of a
supply of the vine-cotton seed being shipped to my London friends
for me, and from London of its re-shipment on board the Bencoolen.
My West India friend writes to me to the following effect:—1
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send you a sufficient supply of vine-cotton seed fo plant a large
traet of lund with dircetions for its planting. It is far superior to
any other cotton seed grown. It requires planting but onee in ten or
{welve years, instead of annually, as is the case with the ordinary
cotton geed. Indeed T think it will prove invaluable in a Colony
like New South Wales, where you have not the labour we have here.
This plant becomes more productive every year. I planted an acre
at my Marine Villa.® Tt yielded 190lbs. nett cotton. It brings 13d.
per 1. in the home market, whilst the ordinary West Indin cotton
only commands 7d. per lb."

The following are directions for planting the vine-cotton sced:—
To make this plant very produective, let the land he hoe-ploughed
four or five inches deep, open small holes twelve inches deep, four
feet apart, drop four or five seed in ench hole, cover them slightly
with the seil. When the plants spring four or five inches high, single
them out, leaving two in each hole. Insterd of weeding the grass,
hoe the land, whieh will keep it light——The second year of its
growth previous to the wet season setting in, dig up every other
row of trees, which will then leave the rows eight feet apart. At
the same time eut off all the little dry branches that may be found
on the trees of the remaining row. If the trees are tall, lop off the
boughs about one-thiyd of the height of the trees. The third year
dip up every other hole of trees, which will leave the remaining
holes eight feet square from cach other. They will bear ten or
twelve years, or more. The Innd must be kept elear of grass, and
no mould suffered to be put to the roots of the trees.

The seed will be sold at 2s. 2d. stg. per b, The proceeds, after
defraying the expense of importation, will be added to the funds
of the Agricultural Society—to be distributed in prizes for the first
and seeond best speeimens of cotton from this seed, of not less than
25Ibs. weight, ginned and clean. The machinery required is very
simple, and the labour after the first year o mere nothing. The
writer will feel pleasure in affording such further information as
may be required; and takes the present opportunity of stating his
conviction of the success of this plant, if managed as direeted—and
that at no very distant period, ecotton will become one of the staple
commadities of export from this Colony.

# The soil of the Marine Villa is inferior to that of Vaucluse or
Llizabeth Bay.

We do not know, if Levi was able to sell his seeds. I
rather doubt that he was able to do so, as there are no
records that anyhody else attempted the planting of cotton
during that period.

But Levi had probably anticipated difficulties. When
he arrived, he had brought with him a number of goods
for sale, and on 10th Deeember, 1827, Mr, Paul adver-
tised in the Sydney Gazette that he wonld scll from Levi’s
storeroom in Maequarie Place, pamt oil, which was just
landed from London, Port and Sherry wine, printed stuff,
calico and other sundry goods. When he found that his
land venture had not eventunated, he at onee ovdered other
goods from England and also registered as a shipping
agent and merchant.?

It appears that Levi was immediately aceepted by the
“Society™ of Sydney which generally shunned the “Eman-




470 Australian Jewish Historical Society

cipist” Jews, beeause, when on 23rd April, 1828, the
“Austraiian Racing Chub” was founded with the Governor
ag patron, Levi became one of the foundation members.
Sir John Jamieson was the President of the Club and
members of the “Establishment” like William Cox, John
Blaxland and Alexander Berry were the Vice Presidents.1?

He took a keen intervest in all the affairs of the eolony,
At the seeond annual meeting of the Female School of
Industry, whieh was also attended hy the Governor and
Mrs. Darling, Levi was with the Reverends Samuel Marsden

TOMBSTONE OF WALTER JACOB LEVI IN BOTANY
CEMETERY

and William Cowper the only other person who addressed
the meeting and donated a cow to the school’s ecattle
fand. M

When a reorganisation of the Banl of N.S.W. took
place in July, 1828, in view of the competition encounter-
cd by the “Old Bank” by the “New Bank”, the “Bank of
Australia”, it was Levi who proposed a “sinking fund”
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which was adopted and whieh the Sydney Gazetie charae-
terized as an “admirable measure™ to save the Bank.2®

Levi counld, therefore, look forward to a prosperous
future and to fulfilment of his plans to plant sugar and
cotton, when Port Maequarie would be opened for settle-
ment in the near future.

Alas, fate intervened. On l1st August, 1828, Walier
Jaeob Levi died, and on 4th Awgust, the Sydiey Gazetie
published the following touching obituary:—

DEATH

“On Triday morning last, at his residence in Pitt Street, after
an illness of only four days, Walter Levi, Esqu.,, merchant.

Mr. Levi had only cmigrated to these shores about twelve
maonths, and promised, from his wealth, intelligence and publie
spirit, to have constifuted a superior and valuable eolonist. FHe was
seized with an inflammation on Menday and lingered to the Friday
following in great agony, though attended by the first medical men
in the Colony, At six in the morning he observed he should die, and
colfectedly made his will—and at eight c'clock he wus no more.

A wife and four children deplore the loss of a tender hushand
and affectionate parenf. Suech an event as this one so sndden aad
melancholy—the living should lay fo heart, for in such an hour as
we think net, we are implicitly told “the Son of Man will come™
and it therefore behove us all to be prepared to meet our God”,

The Australian vemarked that “the deceased being of
the Jewish persuasion, and Saturday being the Jewish
Sabbhath, his remains were not moved till Sunday, when a
long and respectable funeral train accompanied them to
the new burial ground, in the vicinity of the Brickfields”.'®

The Monitor also mentioned “the long train of mour-
ners of the first respectability™ whieh accompanied Levi's
remains te the cemetery.

Levi’s will is interesting from the point of view of
certain English Jewish customs, which are now forgotten,
as the present of a “mourning ring” to relatives and also
from the point of view of genealogy, coneerning his own
and his wife’s family., It will thervefore he published in
extract:—

“E, Walter Jacob Levi, of Sydney, N.5W., cons'dering the
vicissitades of life though at this moment of sound and disposing
mind though ill in health, give and bequeath unto my beloved darling
wife Rebeeea all and every sheep and Inmb in the possession of John
Liseombe at Bathurst . . ., £300 lawful money of Great Britain, all
household goods ete. . . . The entive residue of my property to
remain under her eontrol, also which | recommended being piaced
out at interest in N.SAV,, but T believe it entirely at her own dis-
eretion reserving an equal division of property for that ehild with
which she is now in the family way. I mean to say that the residue
of my property shall be divided amongst all my children, "The girls
to have possession of theirs on their day of marriage provided they
marey with the cousent of thelr mother and the boys . . . at the
age of twenty.
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I give and begueath as a way of legawy to my brothers Isaac
Levi and Solomon Levi, to my Dbrothers-in-law George Levi and
Benjamin Flkin a suit of mourning clothes and a ring of mourning
cach as well as to my mother<n-law Mrs. Mary Hari and my
brother-in-law David Hart alse & mourning ring each and a suit of
mourning clothes to the latter. To my father-in-law Leman Hart T
bequeath o mourning ring, a suwit of mourning clothes and tfen
pounds to be distributed smong the poor in England. To my faithful
servant Hannah I bequeath ten pounds and a free passage to England
provided she goes with her mistress.”

Levi solicited “his friends” Daniel Cooper and Michael
Phillips to act as exeeutors of his will conjointly with his
wife and Mr. Leman Hart in London, but Cooper and
Phillips refused to act as executors.

Witnesses to the will were Messrs Andrew Gibson,
Michael Phillips and BEmanuel Solomon.**

Probate was granted to his wife Rebecea who, as we
saw fruom his will, expected another ehild, on 19th Angust,
1828,* and she instrueted the solieitor, David Poole, who,
although in the Census 1828 he declaved himself to be a
Protestant, was probably a Jew, to aet as her proetor.?®

It must have not been easy for Rebecea Levi to settle
the affairs of her husband, because during the year 1829
the goods which he had ordered, continued to arrive, and
in considerable quantity.

On 27th Janunary, 1829, the Surry avrvived with 20
tierees of wine, 20 cases of anchovies and 1 case of
apparel.* On 24th Mareh, 1829, the Caroline arrived with
110 hundles of spades, 22 cases of hats and 130 casks of
eidert?, and finally on 16th May, 1829, came the Elizabeth
with many goods for Levi, among which were 26 cases, 33
casks of wine, 27 hogheads of paint and colours, 6 pipes
of linseed oil, 15 carboys of turpentine, 1 case of wearing
apparel, 22 cases, 17 casks, 2 crates of merchandise, a
stove, 1 range.l®

One sees that, having failed in his agricultural enter-
prise, Levi had tried to make the best out of the sifuation
and was determined to try his luck as a merchant until the
time when he would be able to fulfil his ambitions on the
Jand.

On 26th Oectober, 1828, Rebecea Levi applied for the
grant of an allotment in South Head Road, to build a
cottage, and in the application said that she had the
intention to continue residence in the eolony.?® The Gover-
nor approved, but she had to wait till 1834 to receive a
grant of land in Sydney.!?

This grant eame, however, too late, because on 2nd
Mareh, 1831, Samuel Liyons, the auctioneer, advertised in
the Sydney Monitor the sale of her household goods, and
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she obviously left shortly afterwards for England, with
her children. A fourth child was born after his father’s
death.

All what remains of the memory of Walter Jacob
Lievi, whose early death deprived not only the colony of a
vigorous eolonist, but the small Jewish community of a
ifnture leader, is his tombstone which at the turn of the
century was transferred to Botany Cemetery, where it
can still be found as a memorial to one of Sydney’s
earliest and most important Jewish pioneers.
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