
©ustralian 3/etnisb ~istoriral $orietp 
JOURNAL AND PROCEEDINGS, 

Vol. VI 1970 Part 8 

The Society does not hold itself responsible for stlttcments made 
or opinions expressed by autlwn; of the pcipcrs published in this 
Jo11rnal. 

WALTER JACOB LEVI and GOVERNOR 
RALPH DARLING 
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'!'his is the very sad sto1·y of a man \Yho came to 
Australia as one of the first free J C\\·ish settlers with the 
best intentions and ambitious projects, but \\·ho failed not 
only because of official bickC'ring, hut also because at that 
time too little was known a bout the potentialities of this 
new country. 

On 7th No,-ember, 1826, }lr. Walter Lc\"i, of No. 4 
King Street, Finsbury Square, London, wrote to Earl 
Bathurst, the Colonial Secrctary:-1 

1Iy Lord, 
lfaYing for some time past been engaged in acquiring a know­

ledge of the Climate and Soil of New South \Yales, and its capability 
of producing Sugar, Cotton, and yarious other products of the East 
and West Indies, the Bra1.ils, etc., 

I applied to }.fajor }.[oody of His )Iajcsty's Engineers, with 
whom I had the honor of becoming acquainted during my l'Csidencc 
in the \Vest Indies, in order to obtain the printed regulations, undp1· 
which Land is granted to Settlers in that Colony. 

I ]m.ve now the honor to state to your Lordship my reasons for 
hoping that I may obtain a Grant of Land without purchase, us 
per clause 20* of the printed Regulations. 

I am possessed of £5,000, with the comnmnd of us much more 
as may be required, and haYing resided many years in the West 
Indies, as a :i.\Ierchant and Planter, the last ten yC'ars of ,vhich 
permanently at Barbadoes, I became personally known to the 
Governors of that Island from the year 180D to 1825, particularly 
to Lord Combermere, and Sir Henry \Yarde, also to Lieut. Gt>ucr:d 
William Johnstone, Major )foody, and Sir Charles Smyth of tlw 
Royal l~ngineers, as well as to most of His )Iajcsty's Officers of 
rnnk in the Leeward Islands duri1tg that period; and some of who.se 
names I subjoin, to whom J. can with confidence' refer your Lordship 
as to Character. I also tidd a list of )Iercantile Firms, who can 
eon:firm my statement as to means and capability. 

:l\Iy intention is to cultirntc Cotton and Sugar to a eonsidet·abk• 
extent, provided I can obtain a Grant of 5,000 Acres of Land at 
Port Macquarie with the privilege of purchasing ] 0,000 acre~, 
adjoining the grant on the terms specified in Clause Xo. 1* of tlw 
printed Regulations, etc. 
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Hitherto, New South \Vales an<l Yan Dicmen's Land ha\"C been 
supplied with Sugar from J:wa, Bafaxia, the Brazils, and othel' 
distant foreign Colonies, taking specie in payment, draining the 
Colonies of their circulating medium, and causing a fluctuation in 
the price, detrimental to the free Settler and only beneficial to a 
few monopolists. 

Whereas I feel confident that both Sugar and Cotton may be 
successfully cultiYatcd at Port J\facquaric, from the local tHkau­
tagcs which it offers, and that much public benefit will be deriwd 
not only from furnishing sufficient supply of the former for the 
consumption of these Colonies, but of the latter as a profitable 
export. And it may be proper to state I am confirmed in this opinion 
respecting Cotton, from the rnluablc quality of a specimen of that 
Article, which I have seen from Sydney. 

In requesth1g the grant for the above purpose, I will only add 
that 1 purpose also to embrace cxtensh-ely the ordinary methods of 
Agricultural improvements of Land by rearing Stock and growing 
Corn, and that r shall be anxious to employ, in this and other 
objects, from 70 to 100 Crown Sernmts, and which number will of 
course increase as my operations (•xtend. 

I haYe, &c., 
\VALTER I. LE\'J. 

He gaYe the following references:-
Lord Combermere; Lt. Genl. Sir Hy. ·warde; Lt. Genl. John· 

stone; l\fajor Genl. Codd; Lt. Col. Sir Charles Smyth; Lt. Col. Sir 
Charles Gordon; Lt. Col. Sir Edmund \Villiams; Commissary Gen ls. 
Bullock, Turquand, and Routh. 

Chas. Db.:on, Esqre., Savage Gardens; t!Iessrs. Pugh and Red· 
man, 'l'rinity Square; J. LcYi and Compy., 75 Ohl Broad Street; 
Cavan Brothers and Co., Circus, Finsbury; Lemon Hart and Son, 
57 Fenchurch Street. 

LeYi's application was favourably received by the 
Colonial Secretary and on 14th November, 1826, Under­
Secretary R. 1Y. Hay wrote to him as fo!lows:-

Downing Street, 14 Kon., 1826. 
Sir, 

I han:i to acknowledge the receipt of your Lettel' of the 7th 
Instant, requesting 5,000 Acres of Land at Port Macquarie in New 
South Wales, with the privilege of purchasing 10,000 more, for the 
purpose of culth·ating Sugar and Cotton, besides other produce of 
the East and \Vest Indies; and, in reply, I am directed by Earl 
Bathurst to acquaint you that the Governor will receive Instructions 
to afford you such facilities, as may be practicable, in furthernnce of 
the objects, which you have in view; but it will rest with his 
Excellency to decide hereafter, upon a deliberate consideration of 
the success of your projects, how far you may be entitled to benefit 
by the 'l'wentieth Clause of the Printed Regulations.* 

On 10th December, 1826, GoYernor Ralph Darling 
was consequently informed by :i\Ir. Hay of Lord Bathurst's 
recommendation:-

Downing Street, 10th December, 1826. 
Sir, 

1 am directed by Earl Bathurst to transmit to you herewith an 
application, which has been receh-ed from :i\Ir. Levi, who is about 
to proceed to New South Wales with the intention of cultivating 
Cotton and Sugar to a considerable extent, provided he obtains 
adequate encouragement towards the prosecution of his object. 
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By the enclosed reply, which Lord Bathurst has caused to be 
given to :\fr. Le\'i's application, you will perceirn thc extent of the 
facilities, which his Lordship has thought proper to hold out to 
him, but that it is at the same time left to your discrt>tion so far 
to extend towards that Gentleman the adrnntagcs, alluded to in 
Clause :Ko. 20 of the Printed Regulations, as ;you may deem proper 
upon consideration of the probable success of his undertaking \nth 
reference to the amount of Capital, which he may have at !us 
Uispo:,:il. 

Although }fr. Hay•s letter left no doubt that the 
Uon•rnor ,Yould finally haYc to decide on l..ieYi's applica­
tion, he was sure of success and set sail for Australia. On 
~~nd September, 1827, he arriYcd in Sydney, followed on 
2nd October by his wife, Rebecca, and his three children1 

~racob, Simon and Letitia, to start a UC\\. life in >Jew 
South \Yalcs:! and on 26th October, 18:27, he made an 
application for 5,000 acres of land.a 

There seems to haYe been trouble from the start, be­
cause on 2nd 1'on~mbcr, 1827, LeYi wrote to Darling that 
he cannot understand \Yhy the Governor can have haU 
doubt of his intentions, and he made it clear that "if my 
Yicws arc not in future purely agricultural, it \Yill be from 
a total failure of those facilities I expected to recch-e from 
His gxccllency iu the prosecution of the objects I had in 
Yiew, and had I entertained any doubts of the possibility 
of disappointment, I shon]d not haYe emigrated to the 
Colon)-·". 

It might be that Darling had neYer before known of 
any Jew either in England or in the Colony who wanted 
to be a farmer and planter instead of engaging in com­
mercial enterprises. As a matter of fact, this \Yas the first 
application for a large fond grant by a .Jew who had tlw 
intention to become a farmer in the colony. 

On 8th December, 1827, LeYi was subsequently called 
befor(' the Land Board and furnished it with a schedule 
shmdng that he had a capital of £3,000 to be applied in 
the cultin1tion of gTazing and agriculture, and on l 0th 
December, 18~7, the Board rC'portcd to the Uon'l'!lor that 
LrYi has cash in hand to the amount of £5 1000 besides a 
quantity of rnerdrnndisc \Yhic-11 ht• had hrought ·with him 
in the ship, Jfed1l'a!J. LcYi, wrotC' the Board, had resided 
some years at Barbados in the \\'est Jndics, where hc1 was 
nn cxtcnsiYe dealer in :.Uilitary clothing and other mer­
chandise and also in purehase and salC' of (1States. 1•1or 
the Inst JO years, howew•r, he was engaged in Barbados 
as a plantPr anl1 came to tlw colony in expectation of a 
largl' grm1t of land M Port )Iaequaric for the purpose of 
establishing a plantation of sugar and cotton, but finding 
that t]wse Yi<1 WS eannot at present be realised, he ,Yas de-
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termined to commence with the usual pursuits as grazier 
and agriculturalist, till he may be enabled to follow up his 
initial intentions, unless he finds the banks of the l\:Ianning 
River, which he proposes to visit, suitable for the culti­
vation of cotton and sugar and succeeds in obtaining a 
grant in that part of the colony. As he has the intention 
to reside upon the land and manage it in person, the Board 
wrote that it had no objection to such a grant of land 
"as His Excellency may be pleased to order". 

Yet His Excellency was not pleased to grant Levi land 
at the :n-Ianning Rh-er and noted on the Board's report 
that "he may select 4 square miles and is to be informed 
that the l\Ianning is out of the Boundaries". 

Fro1n this report we can see that Le-d had been mis­
informed in London about the situation in the colony. 
Port i\Iacquarie had been founded by Governor :Macquarie 
in 1821 as a penal settlement and although the first sugar 
was planted there in 1821 the tom1ship and its district was 
not opened for free settlers until 1830, after the penal 
settlement there had been closed. 

As for the l\Ianning RiYer, its lower part, ,vhere now 
the towns of Taree, \Vingham and Gloucester are flourish­
ing in a rich mainly dairying district, certainly did not 
have a climate suitable for sugar and cotton planting. 
This Levi did not know and still believed that he could 
achieve his aims there. But was the i\Ianning district really 
"out of Boundaries", as the Governor answered? 

On 26th Nowmbcr, 1828, lVIr. E. S. Hall, the editor 
of 'The lllom~tor in Sydney ·wrote to Sir George lV[urray in a 
letter of complaints against Gowrnor Darling, who he said 
''alienated land that several thousand of the richest acres 
on the RiYer l\Ianning had been granted to :Th1:r. Arthur 
Pooley Onslow, a former civil servant in India and to l\fr. 
Gilding, an emigrant from the \Vest Indies who was also 
granted an estate alongside him. But l\'1r. \V alter Levi, 
,Yho arrived in the colony with a large property, the pro­
duce of an estate sold by him in the ',Vest Indies, and who 
brought an order for land from Earl Bathurst, was re­
fused on the same river".4 

\Vas Levi discriminated against because he was a 
J cw? Darling was certainly not a particular friend of the 
~Tews. His eternal quarrels with Barnett Levey a.bout the 
windmill which Levey had built above his Colchester 
warehouse and about Levey's theatre had shown his 
animosity against Levey, the Jew he despised. On the 
other hand, Israel Chapman, the Jewish constable was 
one of his favourites. Darling has been characterized as 
'"an ultra-conservative" and that "his heart was with the 
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old establishment. He had little sympathy with popular 
1·cform and less with its restless symptoms".;; I am inclined 
to say that it ,vas less discrimination than fa-vouritism 
"·hich led to Darling's refusal to grant Led land at the 
l\Ianning River. 

Port :Macquarie and the l\Ianning Rin:r being out of 
the question, Levi had no,v to look for another part of the 
colony to select land. 

His choice fell on the Hunter RiYer, which was at that 
time practically the only flourishing agricultural district 
north of Sydney. 

He undertook the jomney to the Hunter Riwr to 
look for himself, but hc1·e, too, he experienced disappoint­
ment. 

He then obtained an interview ,vith the Gon~rnor, 
after which he ,rrote on Hth April, 18~8, to Darling that 
at this interview he had stated the difficulties he felt in 
the selection of land suitable for extensive grazing and 
that he regrets that this difficulty still exists. 

He stated that his various stocks ·were distributed in 
all directions and that he was unabJc to collect them, be­
cause he has no proper locations for them. "It may be 
necessary to add," he "Tote, ''"that prior to my leaving for 
the Hunter Rfrer, to examine a certain track of land, I 
ascertained its being unappropriatec.l and on my return 
I found Lt. Lamb, R.N., had selected the identical spot 
and consequently I have the same labour and expense to 
go through here and at this moment I have two persons 
out on the Hunter River instructed to inform me." 

As the period for the selection of land expired on 18th 
April, he asked the Governor again for an extension of 
time. 

On 21st April, Darling informed him that he agreed 
to extend the time for selection of land for two months 
until 21st June, 1828. 

On 10th June, 18~8, Levi "Tote again to the Gm·ernor: 
'"l'he difficulty of procuring a tmn1 residence for my family 
induces me to apply to Your Excellency for a tmn1 allot­
ment upon ,rhich I engage Forthwith to build a suitable 
structure." 

In December 1827, LeYi had rented storerooms at 
1'Iacquaric Place from Simeon Lord0 and sometime later 
took up residence in Pitt Street.' 

He informed the Governor of a shipment expected of 
3 casks of Vine cotton seeds which 1 he said, produces cot­
ton with 120% and more in the market than ordinary 
cotton and requires planting but once in 10 to 12 years 
instead of annually as with the old plants. "I am to 
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believe," he wrote, ''that the soil of the North Island is 
congenial to growth. I trust at no very distant day it will 
become one of the staple commodities. I mean to give the 
subject publicity offering equal advantages to those who 
choose to embrace it." 

Yet he had again to state:-"I have not spared ex­
pense in endeavouring to discover a suitable location, but 
without effect down to the 2nd inst. as per advised from 
the Hunter River. The advanced state of the season to put 
my sheep, cattle, etc., on terms usual in the colony at 
considerable loss to me and consequently I respectfully 
solicit further indulgence of time until I find a suitable 
place as the opening of Port :Macquarie to settlers which 
will admit of 1ny carrying my original plan into effect." 

Darling's answer was that no town settlement was 
Yacant and that no further time for selection can be 
giyen. 

But Levi did not give up and tried again, and on 
16th June, 1828, he wrote to the Governor:-

"'l'he aclvertisement in the Gazette of this day signed 
'A friend to Australia' will have informed Your Excel­
lency further respecting the planting of cotton in the 
colony. To the questions of many of the respectable 
settlers, whether I mean to try its effect myself, I cannot 
gh"e any other answer than that I haYe no suitable loca­
tion and it appears to me an active example is necessary 
to produce the effect." 

He told Darling that he has now found a spot "totally 
useless for cultirntion but suitable for the culture of 
cotton." It is a ''sandy swampy soil situated and bounded 
by Botany Bay on one side and the othe1· by Cooks River, 
I believe about 800 acres." 

Darling had enquiries made concerning this land, but 
the grant of the land was finally refused, because it inter­
fered with the Sydney water supply. Darling agreed, how­
ever, to giYc him 200 acres there to experiment with cotton. 

This land and Sydney's climate was, of course, com­
pletely unsuitable for the growing of cotton. 

And here the correspondence ended. 
Levi's "adYertisement" in the Sydney Gazette of 16th 

June, 1828, which he signed "A FRIEND TO AUS­
TRALIA" and not with his name, is of great interest, as 
it shows his unbounded confidence and also his experience 
as a cotton planter. 

This was not, as we will see, an "advertisement", but 
rather some kind of "Letter to the Editor" which the 
editor of The A·ustralian deemed to be interesting ''to any 
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Hemler who like the gentleman from whom ,vc recciYcd 
the subjoined, profc>sscs to be "A friend to Australia'." 

This "communication" reads as follows:-
\Yc readily gi\'e insertion to the following communication from 

n gentleman, who signs himself "A Friend to .:lustralia." \Vhatc\·cr 
has !1 tendency to deYclope the capabilities of our soil for tlw pro­
duct10n of some of the most Yalu:1blc commodities of other climes, 
and consequently to increase tlw amount of our exports-the pre­
ponderance of which, owr the extent of imported urticlt•s, constitutes 
the standard by which the Yirtual prosperity of tllf' Colony must be 
measured, cannot be uninteresting to any Hc>a(lel', who, like tlw 
g-cntlcman from whom we recciw<l the subjoined, professes to he ··A 
Friend to .Australia." 
Valuable Introduction into Xe1r South Wales, calculatrd for tllt' 

Varrcn and hitherto unproductii'e land. parti1·11larly on and near 
the sea coast, harbours, creeks, and sandy soil. 

YIXE COTTOX SEED. 
On my fixed dctermin:ltion to rcmon' to this Colony with my 

family, I bent m;v mind towards thl' gro,,·th of those tlll' most pl"Ofit­
able and best calculated tropical plants likely to sueeeccl here, and 
with which l am well acquainted, from man:_y yerus' experience in 
the \\Test InUies. Prior to my leaving Englancl, I wrote to my mo:-t 
intimate friends in tlH' \YPst Indies :md .Anwrica for the mo.-:t 
approwd cotton seed in use; an(l, on m~· arrintl iu South .A.meri1•:t, 
I also ordered a supply of Pern:unlmco ~eed to be forwarded to ml', 
that I might haye an opportunity of trying the (•ffect of each, and 
selecting the best suited to the soil. 

B~· the :\!angles I rcc.c'iYc<l adYiee.o, from the \Vest lntlies of a 
supply of the Yine cotton seed lwiug :,:hipped to my London friend~ 
for me, an<l from London of its re-shipment on hoard the Beneooletl. 
).fy \Vest India friend writes me to the following cfft,et: •-] send you 
a sufficient supply of Yine cotton seed to plant a large tract of lan(l, 
with directions for its planting : it is far sup(>rior to :rn~· other 
cotton seed grown; it rcquin>s pl:mtiug hut once in ten or twckc 
years, instead of' annually; as i:,: the <'ase with the onlinary cotton 
seed; indeed, I think it will JH"OYC inmluablc in a Colony like Xt•,,· 
0011th \\"ales, where _yon haw not the labour we haye here. This 
plant becomes more productin• en•ry year. l planted an anc at my 
).[arinc Yilla *; it yielded 1901hs. nett cotton; it hriugs 15(1. per ]h. 
in the home markl•t, whilst the ordinary \Vest India t·otton only 
commands 7d. per lb. 

Dircctiolls for Planting the Vine Cotton Seed 
'l'o make the plant wry produc.tiYe, let the land be hoe-ploughed 

four or fiyc inches deep, 01wn small holps tweln!. inches square, al}(] 
two or three inches deep, four feet :tp:nt, chop four or fiyc $Cerl 
in each hole, CO\"er them slightly with soil, when the plantc, :::pring 
four or fixc inches high, $ingle them out, Iea\"iug two in c'ach hok; 
instead of' weeding- the gra~s, hoe the land, whieh will keep it light. 
'I'he second year of its gJ"Owth, predous to the wet sea.sou ~c>tt!ng in, 
dig up c,·er_y other row of trees, which will then lca\"C the rows eight 
feet apart; at the same time cut off all the little dr.Y branehc.s th:1t 
may bC' found on the tn'es of the l'<-'maining row; if the trees al'P 
lall, lop off the boughs about one-third the height of th<> trPcs, ThP 
third year dig up c,·cry other hole of trees, which will leaw tht• 
remaining holes eight feet squnrc from each other; the~' will hear 
ten or twelve years, the land must be kppt clear of grass, :tnd no 
mould suffered to be put to tlw roots of the trees. 



468 Australia11 Jewish Historical Society 

The seed will be sold at 2s. 2d. sterling per lb. 'l'he proceeds 
after defraying the expenses of importation, will be added to the 
funds of the Agricultural Society, to be distributed in prizes, for the 
first and second best specimens of cotton from the seed, of not less 
than 25 lb. weight, ginned and clean. The machinery required is very 
simple, and the labour, after the fil·st year, .'.t mere nothing. 'l'he 
writer will feel pleasure in affording such farther information as 
may be required, and takes the present opportunity of stating his 
conviction of the success of this plant, if managed us directed, and 
that, at no very distant period, cotton will become one of the staple 
commodities for export from this Colony. 

A FRIEND 'l'O AUS'l'RALIA. 
13th June, 1828. 

* The soil of the ).farine Villa is inferior to that of Vaucluse or 
Elizabeth Bay. 

LeYi's efforts had been Yery premature and he had 
been completely misinformed about the climate in the 
colony and the land available at the time which would be 
suitable for cotton planting. 

The First Fleet brought with it cotton seed that had 
been obtained in Rio de Janeiro, but early trials near 
Sydney soon showed that the climate in that area was un­
suitable for cotton culture. Good cotton was first raised 
at 1Ioreton Bay in the 18JO's and cotton growing con­
tinued on a limited basis in Queensland, ,vhere it flourish­
ed during the American Civil War in the sixties, to decline 
in the eighties.8 LeYi's efforts were premature and real 
cotton growing in Australia was reserved to the second 
half of the 20th century. 

On 20th June, 1828, Darling noted that Levi had to 
be adYised that no further renewal would be given and 
that Leyi "may apply again for land, when he is prepared 
to select" . . . 

So LeYi had to sell his cotton seeds and on 9th July, 
1828, he put the following advertisement in The Ait~­
traliwi:-

VINE COTTON SEED 
READY for delivery at the Residence of 

l\Ir. 'WALTER LEVI, 
Pitt-street. 

On my fi.'\'.ed determination to remo,·e to this Colony with my 
family, I bent my mind towards the gr°'vth of such of the most 
profitable and best calculated tropical plants as ·would be likely to 
succeed here, and with which I am well acquainted, from many 
years experience in the West Indies. Prior to my leaving England 
I wrote to my most intimate friend in the 'Nest Indies and America, 
for the most approved cotton seed in use; and on my arrival in 
South America I also ordered a supply of Pernambuco seed to be 
:forwarded to me, that I might have an opportunity of trying the 
effect of each, and selecting the best suited to the soil. 

By the Mangles I received advices from the \Vest Indies of a 
supply of the vine-cotton seed being shipped to my London friends 
:for me, and from London of its re-shipment on board the Bencooleu. 
).fy West India friend ,vrites to me to the following effect :-"I 
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scud you a sufficient supply of Tine-cotton seC'd to plant a large 
tract of land with directions for its planting. It is far superior to 
an:r other cotton seed grown. It requires planting but once in ten or 
twelve years, instead of annually, as is the case with the ordinary 
cotton seed. Indeed I think it will pr°'·e invaluable in a Colony 
like New South "·ales, where you base not the labour we haYc here. 
This plant becomes more productive evc1·y year. .I planted an acre 
at Ill)-' ~farinc Villa.* It yielded 190lbs. nett cotton. It brings 15d. 
per lb. in the home market, whilst the ordinary West India cotton 
only conunands 7d. per lb." 

'l'he following are direction.:.; for planting the vine-cotton seed:~ 
'l'o make this plant ...-cry productiYe, let the land be hoC'-ploughed 
four or fiw inches deep, open small holes tweh-e ineht!s deep, four 
feet apart, drop four or fiye seed in each hole, co,·er tht•m slightly 
with the soil. ·when the plants spring four or fo·e inches high, sing1c 
them out, leaving two in each hole. Instead of weeding the gras..,:, 
hoe the land, which will keep it light.-The second year of its 
growth prc\·ious to the wet season setting in, dig up e,·et'_V other 
row of trees, which will then leave the rows eight feet apart. .At 
the same time cut off all the little dry branelws that nm.v be founrl 
on the trees of the remaining row. If the trC'es a-re ta11, lop off the 
boughs about one·thil"d of the height of the tre('s. The- third year 
dip up CYery other hole of trees, which will k::ise the remaining 
holes eight feet square from C'aeh other. They will bear ten or 
twelve years, or more. The land must be kept clear of grass, and 
no mould suffe-rC"d to be put to the roots of the tree.s. 

The seed will be sold at 2s. 2d. stg. per lh. 'l'he proceeds, after 
defrnying the expense of importation, will be added to the funds 
of the Agricultural Society-to be distributed in prizes for the first 
::irnl second best specimens of cotton from this seed, of not less than 
251bs. weight, ginned and dean. The machinery required is wry 
simpk, and the labour after the first year a mere nothing. The 
writer will feel plC'asure in nffording such further information as 
may be required; and takes tlw present opportunity of st:1ting his 
<'01t\"iction of the success of this plant, if mannged as directed-and 
that at no wry distant period, cotton will become one of the staple 
commodities of export from this Colony. 
* The soil of the :.\farine Vflla is inforior to that of Yaucluse or 

Elizabeth Bay. 

We do not know, if LeYi was able to sell his seeds. I 
rather doubt that he "·as able to do so, as there are no 
rrcorcls that an;dJod;r else attempted the planting of cotton 
dnring that period. 

But Levi had probabl~~ anticipated difficulties. \Yhen 
]w arrived, hr- had brought with him a number of goods 
for sale, and on 10th December, 1827, }Ir. Paul ach-er­
tisecl in the Sydney Gazette that he would sell from Lc,-i's 
storeroom in )facquarie Place, paint oil, which w-as just 
landed from London, Port and Sherry wine, printed stuff, 
calico and other sundry goods. \\111en he found that his 
]and ycntnrc had not cye>ntnated, he at once ordered other 
goods from England and also registered as a shipping 
ngent nncl merchant.0 

It appears that LeYi was immediately accepted by the 
'"Soeie(Y" of S;nlnc;Y ,Yhich generally shunned the "Eman-
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cipist" Jews, because, when on 23rd April, 1828) the 
"'Australian Racing· Club" was founded with the GoYernor 
as patron, LcYi became one o:f the foundation membel'S. 
Sir John Jamieson ,Yas the President of the Club and 
members of the "Establishment" like \Villiam Cox, John 
Blaxland and Alcxandei· Berrr were the Vice Presidents.10 

He took a keen interest in all the affairs of the colonv. 
At the second annual meeting of the Female School Of 
Industrr, which was also attended by the Governor and 
:i\Irs. Darling, Le·d was with the ReYerencls Samuel :i\iarsden 

l'OlllJJSTONE OJ/ 1VAJ.,1'ER ,JACOB I~ET'I EN B01'AN1. 
CEJIETERY 

and \Villiam Cowper the only other person ,rho addressed 
the meeting and donated a cow to the school's cattle 
fund. 11 

·when a reorganisation of the Bank of K.S.\Y. took 
placci in .Julr, 18281 in yiew of the competition encounter­
ed b:v the "Old Bank" by the "New Bank", the "Bank of 
Australia", it was LeYi who proposed a "sinking fund" 
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which was adopted and which the SydHey Gazette charac­
terized as an "admirable measure" to saYe the Bank.12 

LcYi could, therefore, look forward to a prosperous 
future and to fulfilment of his plans to plant sugar and 
cotton, when Port l\Iacquarie would be opened for settle~ 
mcnt in the near future. 

Alas, fate inter,·cned. On 1st August, 1828, \Y alter 
Jacob LeYi died, and on 4th August, the SydHey Gazette 
published the follmYing touching obituary:-

DEATH 
··On Friday morning last, at his residence in Pitt Street, aft0r 

an illness of only four days, \Yaltcr LeYi, Esqu., merchant. 
).fr. LcYi had only emigrntcd to these shores about twC>lw 

months, and promised, from his wealth, intelligence and public 
spirit, to ha.Ye constituted a superior and Yaluable colonist. I:Ie was 
seized with an inflammation on ).Londa;\' and ling<>red to the FriJ:1y 
following in great agony, though attended by the first medical men 
in the Colony, At six in the morning he observed he should die, and 
collectedly made his will-and at eight o'clock he was no more. 

A wife and four children deplore the loss of a tender husband 
nnd affectionate parent. Such an e\·ent as this one so sudd(•n and 
melancholy-the liYing should lay to heart, for in such an hour :1::; 
we think not, we are implicitly told "the Son of )Ian will com<'" 
and it therefore behove us all to be pr('p:trC'd to meet our God". 

'l.'he .1LusfraZ.-ia11 remarked that "the deceased being of 
the Je,yish persuasion, and Saturday being the Jewish 
Sabbath, his remains ,rere not moYed till Sunday, when a 
long and respectable funeral train accompanied them to 
the new burial ground, in the Yicinity of the Brickfielc1s".1a 

7..'hc Ji onitor also mentioned "the long train of mourM 
ncrs of the first respectabilit,v" ,Yhich accompanied Led's 
1·cmains to the cemetery. 

LcYi's will is interesting from the point of view of 
certain English Jewish customs, ,Yhieh are now forgotten, 
as the present of a "'mourning ring" to relatiYes and also 
from the point of vic,Y of genealogy, concerning his own 
and his wife's family. It will therefore he published in 
extract:-

··r, \Ynlter ,Jaeob Le\·i, of SythH'y, X.S.\\·., eons'derini; thP 
\'icissitudes of life though at this moml'nt of sound aud dispo.~ing 
mind though ill in heaJth, gin• and h('queath unto Ill,\' hP]O\'('d darling 
wife> H('becea all and ewry shePp and Iamh in the pos;;(•ssion of .Tohn 
Liscombe at Bathurst ... , £500 lawful mon<'y of Great Bi·itain, all 
hom"cholcl goods etc. . . . 'l'lw C'ntfrr rC'siduc of m~- pl'operty to 
l'emain under her control, al:<o \\'hieh I n)eomm(•1u!C'd heing placc1I 
out at intC'n·st in N.s."··, hut T lwlit>n• it <'ntirclv at her own dis· 
cretion rC'.;;er\'iug an ('qua! di\'ision of propert.\· !'Or that ehild with 
whieh she is now in the family wa~·· f mc:rn to say that the residue 
of my property shall he didd<:'rl :unongst all my children. 'Tll(' girls 
to ban• possrssion of theirs on their day of marriage prodded they 
umrr\· with the <'Onsent of the'r mother and the bovs ... at the 
;i.:.r1• Or tw('nty. • 
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I give and bequeath as a way of legazy to my brothers Isaac 
Levi and Solomon Levi, to my brothers-in-law George Levi and 
Benjamin Elkin a suit of mourning clothes and a ring of mourning 
each as well as to my mother-in-law i\Irs. i\Iary Hart and my 
brother-in-law David Hart also a mourning ring each and a suit of 
mourning clothes to the latter. To my father-in-law Leman Hart I 
bequeath a mourning ring, a suit of mourning clothes and ten 
pounds to be distributed among the poor in England. To my faithful 
servant Hannah I bequeath ten pounds and a free passage to England 
provided she goes with her mistress." 

Le,·i solicited "his friends" Daniel Cooper and Michael 
Phillips to act as executors of his will conjointly with his 
wife and :i.\Ir. Leman Hart in London, but Cooper and 
Phillips refused to act as executors, 

Witnesses to the will were Messrs Andrew Gibson, 
.i\Iichael Phillips and Emanuel Solomon, 1·1 

Probate was granted to his wife Rebecca who, as we 
saw from his will1 expected another child, on 19th August, 
1828,14 and she instructed the solicitor, David Poole, who, 
although in the Census 1828 he declared himself to be a 
Protestant, was probably a Jew, to act as her proctor.15 

It must haYe not been eas:r for Rebecca Levi to settle 
the affairs of her husband, because during the year 1829 
the goods which he had ordered, continued to arrive, and 
in considerable quantity. 

On 27th January, 1829, the Suny arrived with 20 
ticrces of wine, 20 cases of anchovies and 1 case of 
apparel}" On 24th March, 1829, the Caroline arrived with 
110 bundles of spades, 22 cases of hats and 130 casks of 
cider", and finally on 16th .i\Iay, 1829, came the Elizabeth 
with many goods for LeYi, among which were 26 cases, 33 
casks of wine, 27 hogheads of paint and colours, 6 pipes 
of linseed oil, 15 carboys of turpentine, 1 case of wearing 
apparel, 22 cases, 17 casks, 2 crates of 1nerchandise, a 
stoYe, 1 range.18 

One sees that, haYing failed in his agricultural enter­
prise, Levi had tried to make the best out of the situation 
and ,Yas determined to try his luck as a merchant until the 
time when he would be able to fulfil his ambitions on tile 
land, 

On 26th October, 1828, Rebecca Levi applied for the 
grant of an allotment in South Head Road, to build a 
cottage, and in the application said that she had the 
intention to continue residence in the colony.10 The Gover­
nor approved, but she had to wait till 1834 to receive a 
grant of land in Sydney.rn 

This grant came, however, too late, because on 2nd 
.i\Iarch, 1831, Samuel Lyons, the auctioneer, advertised in 
the Sydney Monitor the sale of her household goods, and 
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she obYiously left shortly afterwards for England, with 
her children. A fourth child ,rns born after his father's 
death. 

All what remains of the memory of Walter Jacob 
Lc,·i, whose early death depriYcd not only the colony of a 
vigorous colonist, but the small Jewish community of a 
future leader, is his tombstone which at the turn of the 
centnr,',~ ,vas transferred to Botany Cemetery, where it 
can still be found as a memorial to one of Sydney's 
earliest and n10st important Jewish pioneers. 
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