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The Society fa not responsible for either the statements made or the 
ovinu>n, •!<rpresscd by the authors of papers pu.blisliPd in this Journal. 

Benjamin Leopold Farjeon, Novelist, 1838-1903* 
By j\L H. KELLERl\IAN, B.Ec. 

(Read before the Society, 16th December, 1957) 

Our interest in Benjamin Farjeon springs from two 
sources-firstly, from his Jff\vish parentage and, secondly, 
from his sojourn in Australia and New Zealand. 

He vms a writer, but not a Jewish writer in the sense 
that he wrote about Jewish subjects; nor an Australian 
writer in the sense that he ,vas an .1-\.ustralian1 or that he 
chose main!,· Australian subjects. He included Australian 
topics, and there is no doubt that many of his impressions 
and much of his subject matter in his later works were 
obtained during the years he lived in the south. A feature 
of his \\'Ork is the remarkable manner in which his writings 
reflect his own life and personal experiences, and the extent 
to which he projected himself into his characters. 

Even if there had not been a wealth of information 
aYailablc to us from the pen of his daughter, Eleanor 
Farjeon, we should have been able to trace much of the 
life and thoughts of Benjamin from his almost auto­
biographical stories and novels. Eleanor produced 
Adi•enturc in the Fifties-Our Father-an interesting 
account of a part of her father's life-for Black.wood's 
.i\Iagazine, and A Nursery in the Nineties-a more ambi­
tious project dealing with Benjamin and other members of 
his family. 

These two books throw a great deal of light on the 
character of Benjamin, and help to explain the pattern of 
his behaviour. As the pattern unfolds we become enthralled 
and later amazed at the writer's skill in portraying his 
innermost thoughts and life situations, and at the single­
ness of purpose with which he pursues his lifelong ambition 

* A photograph of Farjeon appears in the Journal, Vol. 2, p. 270, 
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-to be a writer. That he achieved his ambition is bome 
out by this summary of his life. 

Benjamin Farjeon was born in 1838 in London of 
Jewish parents. Early in life he migrated to Australia and 
went to New Zealand, where he edited a. newspaper in 
Dunedin, before returning to London. In 1870 he published 
Grif, A Story of Australian Life, which was immediately 
successful. His novels, realistic and sentimental, frequently 
dealt with mysteries and the detection of crime. .Among 
the more notable books were London's Il eart, 1873, The 
Duchess of Rosemary Lane, 1876, The Il ouse of White 
Shadows, 1884, Toilers of Babylon, 1888, Aaron, the Jew, 
1894, and The 1,iesmerists, 1900. He died in 1903. 

Those are the broad lines-let me fill in the details of 
the picture to give it life. Just as Farjeon's work reflects 
his life, so does his life reflect his work, and give meaning 
to it. 

Farjeon was named Benjamin, and as Benjamin 
Farjeon he began his life, and carried it on for over thirty 
,·ears. Leopold was added for effect after he became an 
author, and it is as Benjamin Leopold Farjeon that he is 
best known. This Leopold in his name reveals a characterisR 
tic that might throw some light on certain features of his 
work later, and help us to arrive at a true evaluation. 

I-Ie was born to a family living_ in dire poverty, and he 
was brought up in poverty, in Whitechapel. His parents 
were very orthodox, and the atmosphere of the home 
reflected the extreme orthodoxy practised. "\Ve can appre­
ciate the situation in the home-the family very poor, but 
.following to the letter every religious observance, and 
making sure that there is no violation o:f Sabbath, Festival 
or custom. 

There was no fire, no paper torn on the Sabbath; there 
were new crockery and utensils for Pesach; there was a 
prayer and a blessing for every occasion, and you can be 
sure the father saw that everybody iu the house performed 
his duties to the letter. The father was Jacob, a remarkable 
linguist, a good singer with a clear tenor voice. IIe was 
extremely orthodox and inclined to romance. IIe came from 
somewhere in the east, but on account of his vivid imagina­
tion it is difficult to trace the familv tree with certaintv. 
From his statements there seem to~ be four branches Or 
four possibilities. He claimed descent from an old, influen­
tial Spanish family; he laid claims to his family's having a 
lwraldic device and motto traceable to Old Provence; he 
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claimed relationship to a French artistic family, remnants 
of ·which remain as crayon manufacturers; and, lastly, he 
spoke of relatives in Tunis and U.S.A., well-established 
merchants and jewellers. 

His stories became traditional in the family, and no 
doubt some of his skill and romanticism were passed on to 
Benjamin, who ,vas a born stor~~-teller who enjoyed his own 
stories. 

His mother was Dinah Levy, from the Levy famil,· 
that had settled in England at Deal. Dinah had twenty-five 
sisters. all living, and according to all accounts was a 
wonderful family woman, loving everybody and loved by 
all. At all ewnts she inspired Ben, who loved her and her 
memor,· passionate],· all his life. There is no doubt tha1 
she, too, coloured the characters and nature of some of hi~ 
books. 

One other member of his father's familY had a strong 
influence on him-a brother who had been diSowned becausC' 
he had broken from tradition in his marriage. 

In such an orthodox family such things were ne,·er 
mentioned openly, and consequently the uncle's name was 
taboo: as may be expected, the mystery and doubt sur­
rounding him focussed the attention of the children on him 
with greater intensity, and to a boy like Ben, with his 
quick imagination and romantic soul, here was a subject 
for a story or a picture ready-made. He clothed his uncle 
with a glamour, and attributed motives and qualities, he 
did not possess. They were real enough1 howeYer. to infl­
ence Ben at a critical stage of his life. 

He had three brothers and one sister. The brothers, 
Israel, 1\Iorris, and Solomon, migrated in due course and 
became businessmen. The sister, Esther, remained in Eng­
land, and seems to haYe inherited the romantic ston-­
telling- trait of her father, and the other romantic quality 
of her maternal grandmother. She had an unquenchable 
imagination, was strangely .fascinating, and somewhat 
ececntric. I.Yer nieces and nephews lon:>d her because she 
told them stories in a highl,· dramatic way, and as she had 
a beautiful Yoice the songs she sang were greatly enjoyed1 

and the children always clamoured for more. She wa~ 
always wr,· poor, but was helped b,· Benjamin all his lifr. 
These two, so much alike in many ways, through their 
father, were always close friends. 

8he was like her grandmother. in that she had thrrC' 
rhiklrcn before she was twenty. and fifteen after she "'a~ 
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twenty-and spent her life launching them into the world. 
The importance of this to ns is that Benjamin ii.-ecl 

,err near to this po.-erty of his sister and her family, and 
could study the effect of it on the members of the family 
closely and intimately. 

At nine years of age he went to work as a printer's 
devil for the publisher of a Christian journal. He worked 
twelve hours a clay for four shillings a week, and as he ·was 
interested and highly intelligent, he became a skilled 
compositor. 

Reading ·was a passion with him, and so he could never 
resist a book. But as the familr was very poor, it is under­
standable that the reading matter supplied by the family 
would not be very extensive. 

This story, told by himself to his own children, shows 
how he was able to feed his appetite for reading. On his 
way to work each day he had to pass a second-hand book­
shop. He stopped to admire the treasures, and to his 
delight one book was open, revealing two pages of print. 
He read these and hurried on. The book was Vndine, by 
Fouque. ( Un dine is the name for the class of Water­
Nymphs in the cabbalistic system of Paracelsus. An undine 
possessed no soul, but acquired one, and at the same time 
took on the conditions of humanity by bearing a child to a 
mortal. Fouque's book, written in 1811, was based on this 
legend.) Ben read two pages of this story. The next clay 
the page was turned, and so he read two more pages. 

This happened for a fev;, more days, and then the 
owner of the shop came out to meet him. He was fascinated 
with the lad who displa~ced such an interest, and invited 
him to come inside ,vhenever he liked to read the books on 
the shelves. That shop became his library, and there he was 
introduced to the world of books. With his savings he 
bought books of his own, and from the remnants of his 
library, still existing, we can form an opinion of his tastes 
in those early clays. Among his first books were Legends, 
by I-Iusaeus (the German fairy world was always clear to 
him); Faust; Peter Schlcmihl; The Devil on Two Sticks: 
\Yorks by \Yashington Irving; Shelley's Poems. A local 
schoolmaster. a !iT. I:Iands, took an interest in him and 
taught him ·En~1ish and arithmetic. It was quickly dis­
eoverccl that he had a g·ood head for figures, and he pro­
gressed rapidl~T in arithmetic. An assured future awaited 
him in eommerC'e as a clerk or book-keeper, but he ·was more 
interested in ,vriting. His main education was from avid 
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indiscriminate reading. He always liked writing and as a 
yonng child he made up stories and poems. B~, the age of 
thirteen, he had read and re-read 1'he Caxtons. This had a 
profound effect on him. He took to day-dreaming and 
analysing and criticising his surroundings. He found his 
life and house too narrow and too small for himself-he 
,nmtcd to expand and cmTc a future for himself, in a wide 
world peopled "'ith creatures of his own making, and in 
whieh he would be the centre of aetiYity, a man of affluence 
and influence. He said on one occasion, "I should be con­
tent to die if I had written sueh a book." 

His mind was made up-he had an ambition-1w 
would become an author . .As soon as he had crystallised his 
thoughts he went home and started his book. 

Unfortunately, no trace of it remains, but his famil,v 
did find two scraps of poetry written when he ,vas thirteen., 
'!'here is no clue to the meaning of the first, or to the 
inC'iclents that inspired it. 

For so it was, and so 'twill be 
while earth remains, or air, or sea. 

The seC'ond pieC'e is part of an epie, and reflects his 
day dreaming, and inner hopes and aspirations. 
A poet lH his chamber sat ,vith mclaucholy brow, 
His hook was spread before him, he took no heed I trmv, 
J.<'or though his c-;\·c was constant fixed, his thoughts were far away, 
Tracing through dim futurity the bright and coming day, 
'!'he day when thrnugh his gPnius grand his name should mighty be, 
\\~hen titled lords and jewC'lled dames to him should bend the knee. 

His room in the po,;;erty-stricken house had dis­
appeared and in its place gleamed golden ,;;isions of ~l 

future in which he was the successful C'('ntre. 
'l'he thirteen<vcm·-old hoy's dreams were almost 

prophetic ! 
Ben's nature, his sensitiveness and intelligence, coupled 

with the fact that he lived in ru1 orthodox "Je"-ish home. 
Je<l directly to his migrating to Am,tralia. He was ahn1~-s 
a. boy of opinions of his o,vn, and he had the abilit~· and 
the urge to probe into causes and reasons. Consequently. 
Ycr:v early in life he was not prepared to accept blindl;v the 
religious obscrYanees laid down by his father. He saw whe!1 
the law was Yiolated and reaetecl Yiolentl,-. How did his 
father get to kno,v, for example. the contents of a letter 
cleliYered on Saturday- morning. so soon after its arrival ? 
It was contrary to what was laid down. and this kind of 
h~-pocris~· offe1ldcd him beyond measure. 
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He was very honourable, and he could not pretend 
that getting round a difficulty for worldly gain was any­
thing but a sham, 01· that a eompromise was justified, even 
if there were loopholes in the law. The doubts that entered 
his mind as soon as he was old enough to think and to 
observe began the rift with his father that grew into open 
enmity, and the final break with him and what he stood for. 
At sixteen he disowned his father and his beliefs. He eould 
not accept the famil,- Faith, though he retained filial affec­
tion for the whole family except his father. His mother 
was in a difficult position, but as she continued to be adored 
by him and remained his inspiration for many years, she 
must have been an angel in the house, smoothing over many 
a difficult situation with her tact, her understanding and 
her love. It was her influence, no doubt. that caused him 
in New Zealand to associate himself with Jewish affairs 
through his partner, Vogel, and later to write so glowingly 
of Jews in Aaron, the Je-iv. 

The gold rush fever in Australia infected England at 
this time, and Benjamin decided to leave home. His 
romantic adventuring became a reality, and it was found 
that his adventurous spirit could find scope in the wild 
l i fc of Australia . 

.Adventure was more to him than gold, so he borrowed 
the money and sailed on the ship, The Ocean 1l7ave, for 
:'llelbourne, steerage. It is significant that the money was 
h01TowE'd from that uncle whose name was never mentioned 
in the house-an uncle who understood his problems and 
who gave him advice and practical assistance. There is no 
doubt that this uncle over the years, unknowingly perhaps, 
influenced Ben's outlook and actions. The example was 
there and it ,vas ver;v easy to rationalise. 

On the boat, Ben started a ,veekly newspaper. He was 
to be sole editor, contributor, and compositor. He planned 
to write ever~~thing-leading articles, news items, jokes, a 
serial, and advertisements. By the encl of the first week he 
had produced two copies of The Ocean Recorilr-one for 
the steerage, and one for the saloon. He approached the 
captain for permission to publish the paper and to distri­
bute it, and was so favourably received that he was trans­
ferred to the comparative comfort of the saloon for the rest 
of the voyage. Twelve copies were produced in all, and 
the~? were pronounced a huge success. 

He landed in :Melbourne with insufficient monev to get 
to the g-olclfields, and so he took a job in a brick:var,l at 12/-· 
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a day. The work was very heavy, but he persevered, prov­
ing that he could hold his own with the rest of the labourers. 
He was transferred to the office, where his skill with figures 
made him an immediate success. 

By the end of a month he had saved enough for the 
expenses to get him to the fields-but he had made himself 
so valuable that the owner offered him double his wages 
to remain. He refused the offer and set off. For a few 
years he followed the various gold rushes-pegged out his 
claim, and started a newspaper. He was not interested in 
gold. He wanted to be a writer, and adventure was in his 
blood. He was living the incidents and meeting the people 
that later were to be portrayed in his books. 

He had many adventures; he had some hard times, and 
some good times; and he kept on. The events of this period 
of his life are revealed in his Australian novels, among then1 
Grif, l'he Silver Flagon, The Sacred Nugget. From 
material in possession of the family, his daughter was able 
to write: 

A strange life for a boy. born and bred in the poor streets of 
London, with no eXperience and no physique, but with the spirit of a 
bantam cock. Plunging into the rough, coarse, dangerous fellowship 
of the camps, and keeping himself dec.ent; liked by everybody, kow­
towing to nobody; learning to trek, ride, and shoot, to dig his claim 
as often as was required to maintain his right; washing gold and 
finding little; learning to make damper and smoke his pipe; to bluff 
with a straight face at poker; to light a. fire ,vi.th three sticks; and 
writing, writing, writing wherever he went. 

From his own writing, and from opinions expressed 
by his contemporaries, a clear picture of this young man 
emerges. He was still pursuing his early ambition, and 
becoming more proficient with experience. No love affairs 
came to light, and it appears that he had a respect for 
women that was maintained throughout his life. He did 
not swear, he drank but little, and at all times stood up 
for his own opinions. 

This was the stage of his life at the age of twenty­
three. He was in :Melbourne when the tales of the fabulous 
finds at Taupeka in New Zealand were inflaming the people, 
eausing a general exodus. All ships were crammed full and 
it was almost impossible to get a berth. Ben worked it so 
that he became special correspondent of the A1·gus-and 
had his articles published in that paper as he sent them 
OYC'l'. 
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He settled in Dunedin. working for Julius Vogel, 
proprietor and editor of the Otago Daily Times. Ben was 
the manager, sub-editor, contributor, and frequently 
compositor. 

(A brief account of his life in Dunedin has been pub­
lished in the J onrnal of this Society, and in Rahbi L. :;\L 
Goldman's book, l'hc History of the Jews in New Zealand.) 

He won fame and affection in Dunedin, and it seemed 
that at last he had found a place to settle down and enjoy 
1 he fruits of his labours. He was too generous to produce 
enmities, too honourable not to be respected, too magnetfo 
not to be liked. 

He wrote plays for the theatres and had five produced. 
He was interested in all social events and other activities, 
including the entertainment of actors and artists who 
visited Dunedin. It was during this period that he met 
,Toe Jefferson, the great American actor who was on tour 
for health reasons with one of his sons. They became 
friends, as they had much in common; both were light­
hearted and mercurial, loving the impulse and fun of life. 
As the Otago l'imes prospered, so did Ben. He bought land 
and became a partner with Vogel in the newspaper. 

Throughout his life his supreme god was Charles 
Dickens, He read every book and article written by him, 
and prayed that he could emulate his style, and perhaps 
be associated ,vith him. Now was his chance-he planned to 
publish a Christmas Story after the style of Dickens and 
dedicate it to Boz. So in 1865 he started Shadows on the 
Snows, dedicated to Dickens, and did it with such speed 
that. instead of writing it first, he set it up for printing 
direct from his mind. He wanted it produced in the perio­
dical, All the Tear Round, and sent it off to Dickens full of 
hope ancl confidence, for his opinion. Dickens did reply to 
him, and as a result he impulsively thrmY up everything he 
,Yas doing, sold his interests, and returned to England to 
write. 

This impulsiveness ,Yas characteristic of his naturL', 
ancl ewn in later life it had not left him-although at this 
stage it served to endear him to his family. His daughter 
recalled one incident that reveals this impetuosity, and 
pPrhaps a degree of irresponsibility. 

One morning my father came home from Billingsgate Market 
with 120 pairs of soles (she wrote in ..ddrent1ll'e in tlle Fifties). 

"But ,vhy clj(l you buy them 7" cried my motller in dismay. 
'"l'hPy were so C'henp !" <'xrlnimed my father joyously. 
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It was typical of Ben to throw up everything and start 
all over again; it meant nothing to him to leave an assured 
futme for a doubtful one, so at thirty years of age he 
returned to London because his god had said he could 
write and had encouraged him. He had had a wealth of 
experience during the fourteen years he had been away 
and had collected plenty of copy, and above all he had the 
ambition and the will to write stories and books. 

But we can judge the extent of the encouragement 
given by Dickens from the actual letter he sent. It had 
been carefully preserved, and after Ben's death it was 
found among his most valuable papers. It ,vas still in its 
em·elope, with C.D. engraved on the flap, and with a six­
penny stamp on the front, postmarked "London 1Y.C. 
:i\i~T 29 66," "Private" in Dickens· mvn hand was written 
a c-ross the corner. 

This is the letter : 
GOD'S HILL PLACE, 
HIGHAM by ROCHESTER, KEN'r. 
Tues., 29th May, 1866. 

Dear Sir, 
I am. concerned to find that I have by an accident left your letter 

of last .January's date unanswered. 
Your dedication, as an interesting and acceptable mark of 

remembrance from the other side of the world, gave me great 
pleasure. And I read the little book with much satisfaction. 

But I am bound to lay before you the consideration that I 
cannot on such evidence (especially ,vhen you describe yourself as 
having written it "hurriedly'') form any reasonably reliable opinion 
of :.-our power of writing an acceptable colonial story for All the 
l'ear Round . 

• .\s to my reproducing this story, such a proceeding is as wide of 
the design and t•ours0 of that joumal as :mvthi 11~ r:m possih1y hC'. 

If you write and offer for .All the Year Round any original 
communication, I will read it myself, very heartily desiring to accept 
it, if I can deem it suitable to those pages. Do not, I beg, suppose 
that I intend to discourage you when I say no more. I simply mean 
to be honest with you and to discharge a duty that I owe to you and 
to myself. 

Accept m~· thanks, and believe me, 
Dear Sir, 

Faithfully yours, 
CHARLES DICKENS. 

A less impulsiYe man ,vould have thought long and 
ha1·d before giving up what he had. He would have been 
excused if he had thought the contents somewhat dis­
c.>onraging. 

Yet had Ben not obe,-cd that impulse to go to London 
to meet his idol and to follow in his steps, Jefferson's 
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daug:hter, )Iargaret, ,Youlcl not haYe been able to say in 
1872 about his new book. Blade of Gtass-"A lovely storr; 
and '\Yhat a strange name the author has, Benjamin 
F'arjeon." Nor \Youlcl the revie,vers have been able to say 
that the mantle of the late Charles Dickens had fallen on 
Benjamin Farjeon. 

Farjeon and Dickens did meet-once. l\Irs. George 
.\ugustus Sala gives an account of the meeting in her book, 
Famous People I Hai·c Jlct. 

CHARLES DICKENS, 1858, by W. P. Frith, R.A. 
{From "Charles Dickens,'' by Una Pope-Hennesy, reproduced therein by 

courtesy of the Victcria and Albert Museum, London.} 

Charles Dickens was in his box at a theatre one night and was 
speaking in terms of admiration of the story ( Grit) t~ Andrew 
Halliday, when the latter glancing down into the stalls exclaimed 
"\Yhy there is Farjeon just below us.'' A few minut;s later Mr'. 
FarjC'on was being introduced to Dickens by HaUiday. 

But the acquaintance vrns not of long duration, how­
en'.r, bceause Dickens died soon after. 
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Farjeon had written Grif, A Sto1'y of Colonial Life in 
1866, but he rewrote it in 1870 as G1'if, A Story of Aus­
tralian Life. It was immediately successful, and his future 
as a writer was assured. A i'iir. G. Grey, from Belgrave 
lliansions, wrote what could have been a typical opinion of 
the new star. 

I have delayed thanking you for the copy of Gr·if in a new form, 
in the hope that I might have found time to go and see you, but as 
I haYc not been able to do so, I must no longer put off writing to you. 
l am very much obliged to you for sending me your book, which l 
shall value alike for the sake of the giver, and for its own merits, 
and I hope most sincerely that you will at once take that place in 
the literary world in this country, to which your abilities entitle you. 

In October, 1871, Sketches by Boz was replaced by 
Farjeon's Blade O' Gta$S in serial form in Tinsley's i\laga­
zine, ,vith which Charles Dickens, Jun., was associated. 

Thus began a connection betwen Farjeon and Dickens 
which lasted for many years-the ambition to work with 
his idol was not fulfilled, but Ben did work with his idol's 
family. 

His work was popular, as shown by this note to the 
author. 

Blade O• Grass raced away. Out of the first 20,000. I don't 
think I shall have any copies left by Wednesday next. In fact I have 
serious thoughts of ordering the printers to go to press with a second 
edition tomorrow or Monday. 

Signed, C. DICKENS, .JUNIOR. 

By 1875 Ben was an established writer, serious, sincere, 
industrious, and a bachelor. His dreams were coming true. 
Then he heard from his old friend, Jefferson, who had 
moved to London with his family. He invited Ben to dine 
at his home at 29 Hyde Park Place. 
My Dear Farjeon (he wrote), 

I am livin-g at the above address. My family are with me and we 
will all be delighted to see you. Won't you come and take a family 
dinner with us on Sunday 1 

The thirty-seven-year-old Benjamin ,vent, and met 
nineteen-year-old 1\Iargaret, "whose eyes were like wet 
violets fresh with dew." The story of their courtship and 
marriage, including letters and honeymoon, is charmingly 
told in N1trse1'y in the Nineties, which tells something, too, 
of their five children. It was a true love match, and they 
were ideally happy all their lives. 

It appears that great excitement prevailed throughout 
the family during the period of courtship, and a great 
many letters were written. All evidence points to a church 
,vedding

1 
but details are lacking. It was certainly not a 
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,Jewish wedding. We learn from letters, "The date is fixed 
now, June the Sixth, 1877," and that other arrangements 
had to be planned carefully; " ... the dresses will be made 
in Bond Street, the wedding breakfast will come, of course, 
from Gunters." 

'l'his letter, postmarked "London W.C. Jn 6, 77," is 
· significant. 
).fy darling wife, 

The Cathedral bells have just struck twelve and it is 6th June . 
.}lay it be the harbinger of many happy years! Ever yours, BEN. 

Years later, his daughter, Elinor, writing of her 
father's early childhood, referred to "observances of whieh 
I am obliged to speak in ignorance"; this indicates the 
family was brought up in a Christian atmosphere. 

For the next 28 years he wrote, and lived the life of a 
gentleman, loved by his family and loving them and 
humanity, generally. Perhaps we can assess the quality of 
the author and the principles of the man by reference to 
some of his books dealing with Australia. 

This is taken from Ilt the Sign of the Silver l?lagon, 
an c\ustralian story in three parts. It reveals his ability to 
desrribe details in vivid prose, and how his own sensitive 
nature reacts to such situations. l{ere is a description of 
a township, SilYer Creek. 

It is December, and the sun marks the record of 106° in the 
shade. \Ye are at the golden end of the world, in Australia, at Silver 
Creek, t,velve months ago a wilderness, now a busy and thriving 
township. 

\Yithin this brief space, an infant in the history of Cities has 
grown into what promises to become a strong and healthy man. 
Unknown, unthought of but a year ago, the name of Silver Creek is 
already a household word in a new and :flourishing colony, and holds 
an important place in the journals of commerce. 
He goes on to describe the people. 

Not all inhabitants are Engli:;hme.n. 
Other nations thirsting to have their fingers in the golden pie 

hm·e sent their representath·es across the seas, and through the bush; 
and Americans, Germans, Frenchmen, Spaniards, Italfans, Mongols, 
and Africans form a Tower of Babel community. As, however, they 
have all been drawn thither by one magnet,-fash.ioned of bright 
gold-the-v do not emulate the Tower of Babel folk but hob-nob 
amicably ~with one another, and make common cause ~f it with the 
ubiquitous Englishman. 

The Chinese of the time must have made a deep 
impression on him. He wrote:-

The goldfields' commissioner, or the warden, as he was usually 
called, and his staff, and the resident magistrate, and a few of the 
lesser luminaries, dwelt there in snug habitations with their Chinese 
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cooks, who were rare masters at crust and paste,-but which is but 
natural, as they are prowrbially light-finger('d. There these ehil,hen 
of the sun and moon chattered and cooked, and smoked opium in their 
little wooden pipes, of which they vrere as tenderly solicitous as 
though they had been children of their blood; and ,vent elsewhere, 
to the vilest and dirtiest nest of thoroughfares the imagination .:an 
conjure up, and which was known as the Chinese camp, to gamble 
away their hard earnings. 

In this camp, of course, was the Joss House, with its absurd and 
senseless mummeries; and there, also, were certain dens, ·which every 
night were filled with Chinamen smoking themselves into helpless 
idiocy. The provision stores in the Chinese camp were stocked ·with 
curiosities in the eating way '\vhich made fastidious persons shudder, 
such as preserved slugs and snails ( delicious delicacies to the Chin,.;,sc 
palate), and bottles crammed with what seemed to be pieces of pre­
served monkey, while thousands of shreds of shrivelled meat hung 
from the calico roofs, which were black with smoke. These shreds 
weighed about an ounce each, and looked like the dried and twisted 
skins and tails of rats. 

He goes on to describe the horrid noises, the greed of 
the children, and all the other factors calculated to create 
what he describes in his own words1 "hideous bedlam." 
You can imagine the effect of such descriptions on British 
readers of the time, and you can judge what they reveal 
about himself. 

He can describe people and tender scenes, too, and ,ve 
feel his love scenes mirror his own life. The sentiments ancl 
expression reYeal his skill with words and in plot 
construction. 

The story follows the usual pattern-married, liYed 
happily, until stark tragedy took her from him. The 
characterisation is good, friendship and virtue triumph in 
the encl, and we feel we have seen a faithful picture of the 
golclfielcls, and glimpsed a part of the soul of Benjamin 
Farjeon. 

Grif (A Story of Australian Life, 1870), a stor,· set 
in Melbourne, describes the seamy side of life. Grif, the 
main character1 jg a product of the times1 and the women 
are what one would expect. Throughout the story ,ve are 
given insight into the author's character, and his thoughts 
on current problems, and perhaps into the motivation of 
his mvn actions. The stor~· starts with a description, which 
not only sets the tone and mood, but reveals Ben's power 
of imagery and skill as a painter of word-pictures. 

In one of the most thickly populated parts of Melbourne City, 
where poverty and vice struggle for breathing space, and where 
narrow lanes and filthy thoroughfares jostle each other savagely, 
there stood, surrounded by a hundred miserable hovels, a gloom;: 
house, which might ha-ue been likened to a sullen tyrant, frowning 
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down a crowd of abject, poverty-stricken slaves. From its appearance 
it might have been built a century ago i decay and rottenness were 
apparent from roof to base; but in reality it ,vas barely a dozen 
years old. It had lived a wicked and depraved life, had this house, 
which might account for its premature decay. 

It looked like a hoary old ,sinner, and in every ,yrinkle of its 
weatherboard casing was hidden a story which -.,yould make respecta­
bility shudder. 

Into this atmosphere come Grif and the other 
characters. 

It's an exciting hook-Milly, the main female character, 
Jies, there are robberies, murder and violence. But in the 
end virtue triumphs. 

In In Anslralian 1\'ilcls, a book of short stories, Ben 
gives full rein to his ad,~enturous spirit by telling a series 
of adventures during the gold days. They are full of 
murder and robbery, but told with a clarity and under­
standing that reYeal his sympathy and personal experiences. 
Characterisation and word pictures are particularly vivid. 
The Jfatchbox reminds me of Lawson's style, but without 
the least trace of humour. 

His philosophical outlook is rernaled more directly in 
~Poilcrs of Babylon than in his other novels. The theme is 
set clown in these four lines : 

For life the prologue is to death 
And love its sweetest flower; 
And death is as the spring of life, 
And love its richest dower. 

rrhe copr in the I\Iitchell Library is interesting because 
it bears his personal signature. "Edward Righton, with 
kind regards, B. L. Farjeon." 

The sentiments expressed by the father of Nansie just 
before he died are worth quoting. "Life is a breath," he 
said. "A dream, and its end should be welcomed with joy, 
for it opens the door to a higher, holier life. Happy is the 
mortal who can approach that threshold with a consciom;~ 
ness that he has done no wrong to his fellmv creature ... 
And then he said that "there should be no vain thirstings 
and ;s,~earnings for knowledge that was wisely hidden from 
us. but that eYer,- human being should striw to keep 
shining ·within him three stars, faith, duty, and love." 

If it needs more to show his strong em.otions and love 
of family life we can find eYidenee in Christmas Angel, 
written in a pure Dickens' style, with its pathos, sentirnen~ 
tality and sadness. It was dedicated to his wife: 
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"To :i\iargaret 
j\fy beloved wife, I dedicate this story. The 

inspiration of which sprang from the deepest sorrow 
of onr life." 

(The death of their sixteen-months-old-child.) 
Throughout his life he abhorred poverty and fought 

it with eyery weapon at his command, and it is natural that 
he should have some innate leanings towards socialism. 
He had experienced poverty and knew how it marred life 
and character. In one of his most powerful books, Blade O' 
Grass, he tackled this problem. 

The story concerns twin baby girls born in a slum. 
The mother dies at their birth and the children are adopted 
by persons, not knowing that the other child exists. One 
is brought up in poverty, the other in luxury. The influence 
of Dickens is very apparent, as the names and situations 
indicate. Farjeon's views on charity are worth reading. A 
whole chapter is devoted to this subject, and it is entitled, 
":i\fr. :i\Icrrywhistle RelieYes Himself on the Subject of 
Indiscriminate Charity.'' 

It could have been taken from Dickens. What about 
this scene ? )Ir. :iHerrywhistle is invited home by ?.Ir. 
Jimmy Virtue for a meal. The children, who habitually 
had their meals in the corne1· on what was left, being 
invited to sit at the table mnch to their surprise, were about. 
to start when Jimmy said, "Stop a minute, youngsters, 
grace before meat. Repeat after me ----." At the 
table were also Robert Truefitt, 'l'om Beadle, and Blade ()' 
Grass, and to make it more like Dickens, Jimmy called 
potatoes, "Taters," and the girl called violets, "Wilets." 
The story ends in true Dickens style, with bells pealing, 
and the heavenly message, "I\Ian help the poor." 

Having forsaken his father's faith. Ben turned more 
completely as time went on to that of his wife, and we find 
Christmas and what it means constantly referred to 
throughout his works. The subject seems to have proYided 
him with an outlet for his love of humanity, to conYince 
himself that he had done the right thing, and to show his 
deep regard for his master, Dickens. 

He never wavered in his love for his mother, and he 
expresses this ,vith supreme devotion in his book, Breacl 
and Cheese and Ki"sses, in which he reveals his religious 
beliefs and the way of life which he had adopted. He starts 
the book with these words. 
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lntroduction which seryes in part as a Dedication to the Memory 
of my Mother. 

\Vith a sense of infinite thankfulness upon me, I sit down to 
commence my Christmas Story. This thankfulness is born of over­
flowing gratitude. I am grateful that I am spared to write it, and 
grateful because of the belief that the Blade 0' Grass I put forth 
a y0:n· ago was, out of the goodness of many sympathising· lt('tll'ts, not 
allowed to ·wither and die. 

During this introduction he says: 
Not that life should be a holiday: work is its wholesomest food. 

Hut some little more of general kindliness towards one another, of 
generous feeling between class and class; as well as between person 
and person; some little less consideration of self; some more general 
recognition by the high of the human and divine equality which the 
low bear to them; some little more consideration from the poor for 
the rich; some little more practical pity from the rich for the poor; 
some little less of the hypocrisy of life too commonly practised and 
too commonly ton.died to; some better meaning in the saying of 
prayers, and therefore more true devotion in the bending of knees; 
some hearty honest practising of doing unto others even as ye woulcl 
others should do unto you;-may well be wished for. 

These sentiments awakened memories of his mother
1 

bceause that memor:1 was the most sacred and tenclereBt he 
had. "Bread and Cheese and Kisses" uttered by her had a 
snered and beautiful meaning-contentment, eheerfulness, 
the exercise of sweet words and gentle thought-it means 
Home. 

"I ,dsh you, clear readers and friends, no better lot 
than this : :I\Iay bread and cheese and kisses often be your 
fare, and may it leaye as sweet a taste in your mouth as it 
has left in mine." 

The stor,· that follows is a saga that describes the 
fulfilment of the life and destiny of the twins, Blade O' 
Grass, and Ruth, and their children, Virtue and Goodness 
again triumphing over evil. 

Although he made so few referenees to Jews, in fact. 
he seems to haye aYoided the snbjeet, he did devote a whole 
book to a. ,Jc,y and his life. Aaron, the Jew is a most sympa­
thetic and inspiring treatment of our people. Aaron is 
made to stand out as a trulv ,vonderful character in everv 
wa~~, a model to all mankii1d. In his religious life he is 
xincere, devoted and consistent; at all times he is a good 
friend anU loyal citizen; he is courageous in adversity

1 
open 

handed in prosperity. The Jew is depicted not as a humble 
inferior being, but as a normal, proud human being, 
actuated by the highest principles as a matter of course. 

The question of intermarriage and race, revolving 
round the adoption of a 11011-,Jcwish child. is handled ,Yith 
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skill and understanding; and we are led to believe that deep 
in Farjeon's mind some of his father's teachings, and the 
traditions of his ancestry lingered, and at last on one 
occasion clamoured for expression. 

No writer has created a better Jewish character than 
Aaron, or portrayed Jewish life more vividly and favour­
ably. 

A list of his works in the Mitchell Library shows he 
was far from idle; other books and writings are in exis­
tence also, making in all a fairly large reference library of 
his works. 
The l\Iitchell list is: 

At the Sign of the Silver Flagon, 1876. 
Basil and Annette, 1890. 
Blade O' Grass. 
Bread and Cheese, and J{isses, 187!. 
Christmas Angel (i\fallm), 1885. 
Christmas Day in the Bush. 
Golden Grain, 187 ! . 
The Golden Lcind, 1890. 
Great Porter Square-A Mystery. 
Grif-A Story of Colonial Life, lb66. 
Grif-A Sto,·y of Australian Life, 1870. 
An Island Pearl, 1875. 
The I[ing of No Land, 187,. 
The Last Tenant. 
The March of Fate, 1893. 
Jiastcr Fink's Apprentice, 1887. 
Jiiser Fairbrother. 
]Jystery of llJ. Felix, 1890. 
iii ystery of Roaring iii eg, 1878. 
The Nine of Hecirts. 
Peril of Richard Pardon, 1890. 
The Sacred Nugget-An Australian Story. 
Shadows on the Snow, 1865. 
Stories, 1871 ( date uncertain). 
Toilers of Babylon, 1888. 
While Golden Sleep Doth Reign: Good 1V ords Christ­

mas Story. 
Aaron, the Jew, 1894, is not in the Mitchell Library, 

but copies are available in Sydney. 
According to Harold Ribalow, the American critic who 

deYoted a paragraph to Farjeon in his article on ~Jewish 
literature in England in 'Phc Jewish People Past ancl 
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Present tXcw York, 1952) Vol. 3, page 236), there are 
other books of Jewish interest by Farjcon. His paragraph 
l'eads:-

Bt'njamin L. Farjeon1 one of the most prolific novelists of his 
time, wrote more than 40 novels, some of them dealing with Jews. 
Solomon Isaacs (1877) tells the story of a devout Jewish old· 
clothes man, .Aaron the Jew (1894) is a perfect example of the 
weakness of "apologetic" Jewish literature; the Jew in it is so 
unbelievably nice that one dislikes him. Of course, there is no relation 
to art in this attempt to portray a wonderfully g-ood Jew. In Fair 
Jewess (1894), Farjeon again ·writes about noble Jews. In Miriani 
Ro::ella (1897) and Pride of Race (1900), Farjeon includes many 
J cwish characters. 

From the titles noted above, it will be seen that the 
l\Iitchell Library list is not complete. 

The stor~· of Benjamin Farjeon has been told, mainl:v 
through his books, by himself. It shows how the small boy 
fron1 "\Yhitechapel without education, acquired education 
and culture, and how well he used them. If he embellished 
his bare facts to create effect, it was done in the name of 
art) and to satisfy that trait in his character that urged 
him to add "Leopold" to his name, and to change his birth­
day from December to l\[ay, because i\Iay falls at a better 
time of the vear 

Perhaps· it ":as unfortunate that a man with his drive, 
intelligence, and singleness of purpose should haYe had to 
follow Dickens in the same profession and have the same 
motives, otherwise, he might have ,von more recognition 
and rated more than a few lines in an encyclopredia. 

His famil,-, which developed into a writing family, 
made an attempt to establish a Gallery Trust in Sydney for 
Benjamin in the 1930's, bnt no suitable arrangement has 
yet been made. There the matter rests for the present. 
The correspondence-confidential-is in the care of the 
l\Iitehel! Library. 
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From Russia to Brisbane, 1913 
By S. STEDMAN 

(Read before the Society, 16th December, 1958) 

The ranks of the pioneers of Russian-Jewish immigra­
tion to Australia are growing thinner every year, and 
before their numbers are still further depleted it is desir­
able that some aspects of that period and of the immigrants 
themselYes should be put on record and the memory of 
them preserved for future generations of Australian J ewR. 

This future generation which is now replacing the 
passing builders of organised Jewish life in Australia may 
find some interest in tracing the beginnings. This new 
generation should know what were the aims, desires and 
aspirations of the immigrants who, finding themselves 
strangers in a strange land, began to recreate the various 
Jewish institutions which formed part of their daily lives 
in the old homes. 

Certainly not everything that was considered valuable 
or significant by the old immigrants will appear in the same 
light to the young, native Australian Jews. They have 
grown up under different social, political and religious 
conditions, their surroundings bear no resemblance to those 
in which the older generation grew up in Russia or Poland. 
They will, no doubt, revalue many old values, re-estimate 
old traditions and customs. All this is a matter for them 
to decide; our duty is to preseTve for them the knowledge 
of the past even as our fathers had preserved it for us. 

To know the past of one's communal li:fe is a great 
help in building the future. 

Jewish history in Australia is quite recent. Though 
Jews came here with the First Fleet, Jewish organised life, 
apart from the Synagogue and other religious institutions, 
did not begin to function properly until about 1910-1918, 
when immigrants from Eastern Europe began to arrive in 
substantial numbers.• Amongst these people were men of 
learning and of deep Jewish knowledge. They felt lost in 
the barren field of Jewish life in Melbourne and in Sydney, 
and due to these men's efforts the Kadimah, Yiddish schools 
and a Yiddish press came into existence. Through the 
efforts of those people a link was forged that bound Aus-

"' 'l'his statement was vigorously debated during the discussion 
on the paper. Most speakers took the view that it was not 
aeeurate.-Ed. 
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tralian Jews to their brethren in other lands, and this link 
grew stronger as their numbers increased. \Yith the growth 
of immigration, Jewish social organisations became more 
<liYersified, for these immigrants brought with them cus­
toms, habits and manners, representing a great variety of 
enYironmental influences as well as political and religious 
beliefs. 

The J e,rn who came to Brisbane, and it is of them 
that I wish to write, differed in many respects from those 
,1"110 arrived in J\lelbourne and Sydney. The latter came, 
for the greater part1 from European Russia or from 
Poland, ·while the immigrants to Brisbane ,vere mostly 
from }Ianchuria and Siberia. The East European Jews 
were used to reading a Yiddish newspaper or book, to 
belonging to a J e,vish organisation either social or political, 
and their language vrns, in most cases, Yiddish. The Bris­
bane Jews or the immigrants ,-vho settled in Brisbane con­
sisted of three separate groups or elements. 

The Siberian Jew knew YClT little of Judaism except 
the fundamental fact that he was a Jew, kne,v no Yiddish 
and had neyer read a Yiddish book unless it was in Russian 
translation. In Siberia they had lived amongst the Rus. 
sians,, had attended Russian schools and ,vere brought up 
on Russian literature. J·ewish life to them. as it was to the 
~\ustralian Jews) centred around the Synagogue. Judaism 
was a simple proposition of observing the holy clays and 
being a Jew. 

The second element consisted of a conglomeration of 
Je,rs from every part of Russia, who came to i\Ianchuria in 
search of freedo111 from the repressions imposed upon them 
by the Russian Government. Though i\Ianchuria was to 
all intents and purposes a Russian prodnce, the territory 
was Chinese and the Tsar could not impose the strict anti­
Jewish lmvs which existed in Russia proper. 

The city of I-Iarbin, which contained the largest Jmvish 
community in i\Ianchuria, up to about 1913 still enjoyed a 
certain amount of prosperity left over from the years of 
war. The Russo.Japanese \Y ar gave Harbin an opportunity 
to grow and to become rich. As the nearest city to the 
battlefields, money flowed into Harbin from the army and 
officers who came there on leave, and the inhabitants took 
full advantage of the situation to accumulate wealth. Soon 
after the war, this flow of eas,, moner ceased, and br 1913 
people began to feel the reaction. 



22 Australian Jewish IIistorica! Society 

In a way, too, Harbin was a dead-end. No Jew could 
travel to Vladivostok, and the only exit was back to Russia 
and the Pale of Settlement. It was thus that people's minds 
tul'necl to emigration. .Australia was the nearest country, 
the border was close at hand and the crossing of the border 
presented no great difficulties. 

Apart from this, the Australian Government needed 
immigrants, ancl by arrangement with the shipping com­
panies paid part of the fares. To travel from Dairen to 
Brisbane cost £8/10/-, and thus people came to Brisbane. 
The choice of Brisbane as their final goal was quite acciden­
tal. It happened to be the first city they came to, and as 
their knowledge of _._~ustralia was very limited, and as no 
one expected them in any Australian city, they remained in 
Brisbane. 

The third group o.f immigrants to Brisbane consisted 
of political exiles. These people escaped from Siberian 
prisons or places of detention, and after crossing the border 
into :Manchuria, came to Australia. 

It should be mentioned that the Australian Govern­
ment of those days provided the immigrant with food and 
accommodation for a period of seven days at the Immigra­
tion Bureau at Petrie's Bight, and those who wished to go 
to tbe country were provided with free tickets to their 
destination. No visas ,veTe required to enter Australia, 
though as a formality an official who understood no Russian 
met every boat and demanded to be shown a passport. One 
of our company, an ex-soldier of the Russian Imperial 
Army who "resigned" rather in a hurry, displayed a 
coloured theatre programme, which fully satisfied the Aus­
tralian official. 

The Jewish population of Brisbane to-day is about 
1,500, so by subtracting the natural increase for over 40 
years and the number of new arrivals who settled there 
since the end of the last war, one may arrive at the 
approximate number of Jewish inhabitants in 1913. * They 
were organised, as in all other 11-ustralian cities, as a 
religious community, ·with the Synagogue as the focal 
point. Outside of that there was little else. No organisa­
tions to help the immigrants were in existence. From the 
moment one landed in Brisbane, he was "on his mv-n." 

* The number of Jews in Queensland at the census of 1911 was 
700; at the census of 1921 it was 1,003 (Journal, vol. 4, p. 28). 
'l'he Jewish Year Book for 1915 gives Brisbane's population as 
500.-Ed. 
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True it is that the immigrants helped one another, but sell­
help ,vas the accepted condition of life in the new country. 

Things haYc changed a great deal since those days! 
Of course, there were more non-Jewish immigrants 

than Je,Yish, and they, too, felt the need of some common 
ground where they could meet their O\Yn kind. Thus in 
order to unite the scattered newcomers, a Russian Club was 
formed and, as most of the Jews were Russian-speaking, 
quite a number of them joined the Club. That ,ms in 1913. 

There were, ce1·tainly, those to whom everythins' 
Hussian was anathema; those who had personally suffered 
at the hands of Russians and those who did not feel at home 
in the company of Russians. Relations between the Jewish 
and 11011-J ewish immigrants ,rcre very friendly, and .Jews 
we,·e elected to the Club's executiYe. Under the infiuence 
of the political exiles. the Club began to publish a "·eekl,­
newspaper, The Worker's Life (Rabochaya Zjizn). It was 
a paper with a socialistic programme, and proved very 
useful to those who eoulcl not read English. 'l'he paper also 
sen·ed as a medium to explain Australia to the Russians: 
and to make them understand local politics and social 
questions. The Editor was a Jew, Boris Taranov~Skvirsky. 
Skvirsky ,-ras his real name, Taranov the name he used 
,rhen escaping from Yakutsk in Siberia. 

Years later. after the establishment of the Far Eastern 
Republic in Siheria, Skxirsky ,vas its representative in 
Washington. On the absorption of the Republic by the 
Bolsheviks, Skvirsky ,vas the Soviet representative in 
Tcheran. Skvirsk~· vanished like numberless other honrst 
idealists who fought for freedom and who refused to sub­
mit to the demands of the brutal ruler. 

'l'he majority of Jews remained outside the Club and 
completely unorganised. Some began to think that a J e,-rish 
association of some sort was necessary in order to brinp: 
these people together and to give them a common interest 
and aim. Thus about 15 men met one da;· in a private home 
anc1 decided to establish what later became known as the 
Jewish \Yorkers' Association. The name of the organisation 
somewhat restricted the membership, lJecause those who 
were in business on their own would not join, but their 
numbers were small. 

The name, Jewish "\V orkers' Association1 was adopted 
not only because it was euphonious, but because most of the 
J cwish immigrants at that time were manual labourrYs. 
Here it should be explained how great and profound was 
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the influence of the political group of Jews upon the rest 
of the community. The petty traders of Russia and the 
Luft-mentschen of all countries seemed quite content to do 
a labourer's job for the then existing wage of 8/- per day. 
They ,vorked in the freezing rooms of :Meat \Vorks, joined 
gangs of workers recruited in Brisbane for the seasonal 
slaughtering period in Darwin. No labour was too hard. 
Even men like Skvirsky worked as a porter in the Queens­
land Railways. 

'l'o engage in some small business appeared equal to a 
betrayal of the principles of Socialism, with which they 
became acquainted for the first time in the Jewish ·workers' 
Association. There, too, they began to understand the true 
relationship between capital and labour, and learned of the 
aims and objects of Socialism. It was in the small but 
closely-knit Jewish organisation that these Jews acquired 
a new dignity and a feeling of solidarity with workers 
throughout the world. As workers, the Jews joined Aus­
tralian trade unions and felt safer because of the protection 
by their fellow-unionists. The feeling of being outsiders in 
a strange land began to disappear as they met and worked 
with fellow-men of this country. In fact, they learned that 
which the Jewish Socialist Party, the Bund, taught Jews in 
Poland and Lithuania. 

The word Socialist, in Russia, commanded respect and 
admiration. To be a Socialist meant self-renunciation and 
a devotion to an Ideal ; it also meant arrest, incarceration, 
exile and even death. In Brisbane the people could pursue 
at least some of the Socialist ideals without risk yet be 
spiritually allied to that band of fearless fighters for free­
dom and justice who were not afraid to announce their 
opposition to the Tsar himself ! 

So it was that some of these Jews became, probably 
for the first time in their lives, conscious idealists, and tlns 
devotion to the great ideal-the liberation of humanity 
from oppression, :fear and want-remained with some of 
them to this day. 

The next step in the task of the Jewish Workers' 
Association was the establishment of the library. lVIoney 
was collected from the members, who gave freely, and 
books were ordered from America and from Poland. 
Yiddish newspapers arrived from America, and the 
Ji'o,-verts made its first appearance in Brisbane. Books in 
Yiddish and in Russian were soon obtainable from the 
libi-ary, and again, for the first time in the history of Bris-
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bane, such books "·ere in circulation. Yiddish literature 
came to the small con11nu11ity, and the attitude towards 
these books was one of reverence. Those ,Yho saw Hebrew 
print onl0- in prayer books regarded these books as 
Sephorim and not as story books. The demand for rnading 
matter was great, and even those who did not belong to the 
Association aYailed themselves of the books. 

HYMAN PORTRATE 

The next enterprise was the production of a Yiddish 
play. An English Jew, Hyman Portrate, vi'ho had some 
experience on the amateur stage in London, conceived the 
idea of producing Goldfaden's Di l(ishefmachern, The 
Witch. The Jewish Workers' Association provided the 
actors. It was Yery crude material from which the east 
had to be built. Siberian Jews had to be taught to speak 
Yiddish as well as aet. The prompter stumbled over eYery 
I-Iebrew word and the producer knew nothing about stage~ 
craft. Yet the desire and enthusiasm were there and the 
play was produced. Newr before had Brisbane Jews seen 
a play in Yiddish in their cit,-. Those who had lived there 
for many ~·ears, but who originally came from England or 
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Russia, felt deeply touched, nostalgic feeling re-awakened 
in their hearts; the longing for the almost forgotten past 
brought back to them by the Yiddish language. The play 
was a great success financially and spiritually, and thus in 
1914 the first Yiddish play was produced in Brisbane. 

During the Christmas holidays, hundreds of Russians 
came to Brisbane from the country, where they worked on 
railway construction or on sugar plantations. They congre­
gated in the Russian Club, listened to lectures, engaged in 
discussions, but felt hungr;v~ for some Russian entertain­
ment. The Jewish Workers Association decided to produce 
a play in Russian. It selected Chirikov's drama, Evrei, The 
J cws. The choice was intended to serve a threefold pur­
pose: to proYide the entertainment the people longed for, 
to raise funds for the library, and to sbow the Russians 
what a Pogrom looked like. 11he Jews is not a great play, 
but it was written by a non-J mv who was stirred to his 
depths by the injustice and brutality perpetrated against 
the Jews in Russia. ChirikoY apparently felt that his play 
may atone, if only in a slight degree, for the bestial conduct 
of his fellow-Russians. For the pToduction of this play 
there was no difficulty in finding suitable actors. The 
vd10le cast was Jewish, the audience for the most part 
Russian. The play was produced in the Alliance Hall in 
South Brisbane, and the impression left upon the people 
was deep and lasting. The propaganda value of the play 
could not be properly estimated, but it was great, no doubt. 
Sergei Alimov, who years later was proclaimed the People's 
Poet by the Soviet Government (Naroclni Poet), wrote a 
glmving review, making, of course, due allowance for the 
inexperience of the actors. So this, too, was an historical 
eYent, because it was foT the first time in the history of 
Queensland, if not of Austrnlia, that a play was produced 
in the Russian language. 

This branch of the Association's activities continued 
with the production of Sholem Asch's With the Stream, 
ancl a comedy by Sholem Aleichem. For the Russian section 
of the community the VV orkers' Association produced a 
propaganda play·, Osip Dimov's The Eternal W mzderer 
(Vechni Strannik). 

That this propaganda bore fruit there were many 
proofs. The theme of the play was discussed and debated 
by the Russians, ancl they began to realise how little they 
really knew about the Jews in Russia. 
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The newspaper, too, "·as not neglected. Translations 
of Yiddish short stories were printed there regularly. Some 
of them were taken from the library books such as Abrohm 
Reisin, but most of them were translated for that purpose, 
and Russians who knew nothing of Yiddish literature began 
to read and appreciate its quality. 

The membership of the Association did not increase, 
because there was no influx of immigrants during the years 
of war. The strength of the small group lay in the enthu­
siasm of the members who had taken upon thcmseh·es a 
Hcreulean task and had accomplished it ,vith credit to 
themselves. 

Those Jews who sought spiritual satisfaction in 
religion attended the Synagogue, but felt themseh·es there 
as poor relations. The sen·ice was strange, the sermons 
incomprehensible. They felt restrained, unable to "let 
themselves go" as they did in their old home ShuL These 
Jews felt upset and unsatisfied, and the only way out of 
their difficulty, as they sa"· it, was to build their own 
Honse of Worship where they could pray in a manner 
suitable to their needs. 

The settlement of the Russian Jews "·as, at that time: 
located in Deshon Street, South Brisbane. Wh,· that parti­
cular locality "·as chosen no one knew. There was nothing 
1o recommend it and it1 no doubt, happened quite b~· 
aeeident. Probably a J e"· bought a house there because it 
was cheap, and the next .Jew settled there beeause he 
wanted to haYc a Je"~ish neighbour. In 1914, Deshon Street 
"·as locally kno"·n as Little Jerusalem. In that street one 
could hear Yiddish and Russian spoken loudl3\ and one 
could srneI1 the titilating al'oma of Jewish cooking. ThesC' 
seemingly unimportant details haYe in all probability 
broug-ht relief to the lone!,· and often bewildered immi, 
grants. who were torn from their natural surroundings and 
who tried to adapt thcmselYes to the ne,v enYironment. 

The erection of a Synagogue became a reality when 
a wooden structure was built in Deshon Street, and the 
small eommunit~- of Brisbane was split in two. Later the 
building was enlarged to contain a hall for meetings and a 
school. On the whole it was proba bl~- a great mistake, but 
the newcomers felt a desire to be Balabatim far Zich and 
the two communities lead a peaceful and friend!:',·, but 
separate, existence to thi8 day. 

The action showed the vitalit,- of the Eastem Jew, 
his desire and ability to create a life he wants. free from 
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interference by anybody. The same thing happened in 
America when the Eastern European Jews broke away 
from the dominating German Jews. They refused to sur­
render their individuality and insisted on leading the mode 
of life they considered best for themselves and for their 
children. Had the new arrivals been content to accept the 
existing conditions in Austi·alia there would not have been 
a Kadimah in l\ielbourne or a Folk Centre in Sydney, no 
Yiddish schools or a Yiddish press. 

During the war of 1914-18, the Russians as Allies 
enjoyed certain privileges. Some Jews joined the Army, 
others continued working, but with the coming of the 
Russian Revolution a radical change took place within the 
community and in its relations with the outside world. 

~ew hopes were born in the hearts of men, hopes of 
returning to Russia, to one's old homes and families. l\Ien 
believed sincerely that a new Russia would arise from the 
ashes of the old order, a free Russia purged of all evil; 
a Russia where the Jew could live free from discrimination 
and oppression; a Russia where in the company of his 
fellow-men he would be able able to work and create the 
State men envisaged. 

It was a period of unbounded enthusiasm and of 
emotionalism. Political exiles began to prepare actively for 
their return to Russia. They demanded of the Kerensky 
Government to be repatriated at the Government expense. 

\Vhile these negotiations were going on, the Russian 
Consul in l\Ielbourne was forced to resign and a l\Ielbourne 
Jew, Thomas, was appointed Consul. Soon afterwards he, 
too, was replaced by a Committee headed by Boris Skvirsky. 
Thus a member of the Jewish ·workers' Association became 
the representative of the new Russia in Australia. Then 
ean1e the Bolshevik seizure of power, and the Russian Club 
was thrown into confusion. Members of the Club argued 
and debated. Disunity appeared in the ranks of the Rus­
sians, and the Club itself became a place of discord. i\Iean­
while, a ship was chartered, and all those who could prove 
their political affiliations and wished to return were pro­
vided with free tickets. Close on 500 persons, men and 
women, left Australia, their hearts filled with high hopes. 
The Jewish \V orkers' Association lost some of its active 
members and mentors. The immigrant community in 
Brisbane felt orphaned. The moving spirit had departed, 
yet some people felt a deep relief. It seemed as though a 
barrirr had been removed and now they could please them-
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sh-s as to what thy did. It seemed as though they were 
released from a social obligation and could now give free 
rein to their desires and ambitions. 

With the conclusion of a separate Peace between 
Russia and GCrmany, the Australian Government's attitude 
towards the Russians changed radically. The Russians 
were no longer Allies and were required to register with the 
local police. Attacks in newspapers began to appear

1 

frequently hinting at "German Gold." They even ques­
tioned the sources from which the inhabitants of Deshon 
Street drmY their money to buy "expensive" toys for their 
children. An attack was made on the Russian Club, and 
some windows \\·ere smashed. The Russian newspaper was 
dosed by the Gowrnment and the type confiscated. Under 
the then existing \'Var Precautions Act, some Russians were 
arrested and deported without trial. 

The membership of the Jewish '\Yorkers' Association 
dwindled still further br the departure of people from 
Brisbane and, due to the smallness of the community, there 
was no one left to take their place. 

A few deYoted men tried to carry on, but the task 
pro,·ed hopeless. Those Jews who remained in Brisbane 
did not require an organisation of that type, yet they were 
unable to create something different or better. So organised 
life re,·erted to the Synagogue, until years later othf-r 
,Jewish movements came to take their place side by side 
with it. 

There was nothing to replace the unique J ewhh 
\Yorkers' i-\Rsociation. but by then. unfortunately or other­
·wisc, there ,,·ere no ,Jewish workers left in Brisbane. 

The .Association fulfilled a necessary function and 
seemed to outlive its usefulness to the ne,v community. So 
came to an end a chapter of Jewish history in Australia, 
a. chapter now nigh forgotten. The only reminder of the 
time and ncti·•:itirs of that group are some books to be 
found in the homes of Brisbane Je,rn ,vith the stamp upon 
their pages bearing the legend: 

"The ,Jewish \Yorkers' Association. Brisbane." 
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Origins of the Semitic Studies Department, 
Melbourne University 

By RAYj\fOND APPLE, B.A., LL.B. 
(Read before the Victorian Branch of the Society, 

18th February, 1958) 

The University of Melbourne was founded in July, 
1854, and opened on 13th April, 1855, with chairs in 
Classics, ~Iathematics, Natural Sciences, and History and 
Law. Hugh Childers and Redmond Barry, the rival 
claimants for the honour of having founded the University,1 
were both men of ideals, and their supporters boasted that 
the new University would make j\felboume "the glory of 
the South and the civilizer of the East".2 

In their plan the establishment of teaching facilities 
in Hebrew was one of the ultimate aims they set them­
seh·es. But two chief obstacles stood in the way.3 

First, as Geoffrey Blainey states in The University of 
Jlelbo,irne: A Centenary Portrait: 

'l'he unfrersity council ,vas tom between ideals and reality. Its 
ideal of a university was a home of liberal education ·where the 
powers and gifts of mind and soul were developed; but it had to face 
the fact that a materialistic colony wanted its university to inculcate 
the knowledge and skills of the useful professions. 'l'he university 
ncknowleclgecl the popular clamour by establishing its :flimsy courses 
in Jaw and engineering though it awarded no degrees in these courses 
nntl appointed no professors. It asked the' government, furthermore, to 
finance chairs of agriculture, modern languages and medicine, even 
toying with the iclea of creating a chair of Hebrmv and Oriental 
Literature in order to facilitate commerce between Australia and 
Asia and to train legal interpreters for the 40,000 Chinamen on the 
golclfields. 'l'he government refused to .grant the money :for these 
professorships.4 

The desire to facilitate commerce between Australia 
and Asia by means of a chair of Hebrew and Oriental 
Literature is ascribed to Redmond Barrv.5 But what we 
know of the wide cultural interests of 'Barry6 makes it 
sound rather out of character for him to use this material­
istic argument. \Ye can only conclude that Barry, feeling 
sure the GoYernment would not accept the proposal for 
cultural reasons alone, tried to cast his argument in a 
slightl;v more acceptable mould. In addition, attitudes 
towards the Chinamen on the goldfields were such that the 
Gowrnment would be more likely to wish to dispose of the 
Chinese altogether, rather than shmv any interest in pro­
Yicling them with interpreters. 
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The second obstacle in the way of founding a Hebrew 
chair "'as a problem of far-reaching public policy. Hebrew 
had been taught at Oxford and Cambl'idge since 1540, but 
though the founders of the Melbourne University hoped to 
foster piety and morality amongst the students, they ,vere 
,,·ary of attempting this through the teaching of Semitics1 

Bible and theology. There ,vas no State Chnrch, and the 
place of religion in education gave rise to frequent political 
controversy.• To avoid suspicion of sectarianism and so as 
not to alienate the support of some of the denominations, 
the UniYersitr provided that its professors could not be in 
holy orders nor lecture on religious topics inside or outside 
the University. This policy of extreme secularism was 
refleeted in the lower stages of the education system when, 
in 1872, State education was set up on a free-compulsory­
and-secular basis and became more secular than in most 
other parts of the British Empire.8 

The residential colleges, ,Yhen established in the 
CniYersity grounds in 1872 (Trinity), 1881 (Ormond), 
1888 (Queen's) and 1918 (Ne,rnian) were governed by the 
.\ngliean, Presbyterian, 1Iethodist and Roman Catholic 
ChurC'hes respectively. Each had a theological hall or ,vas 
associated "·ith a separate theological college, and the Old 
Testmnent \\'US a major stuclr in each. 

By the beginning of the twentieth century, religion 
was no longer such a live political issue in Victoria, and in 
some circles it was felt that the time was ripe to reopen thP 
question of providing courses in Semitics at the University 
itself. Thus, in Xowmher, 1913, the Synod of the Anglican 
~\ rchdioersr Yotrcl in favom· of establishing a department 
of Sc·mitic· I,m1guages. 

As rc>portecl in Dioeesan Synod proceedings for 1913 
(kindly copied for me hy the Registrar of the Diocese) : 

'l'he HcY. Frank Lp1eh moy('\l (on lwhalf of Tl:·. Leeper):­
"That this Synod strongly eomnwnds to ,-..ealthy Yietoriru1s, as a 
'"orthy object of . their liberality, the endowment in our national 
univN·sity of Professorships of Semitic languages and Hellenisti(' 
Greek, as being likely to increase generally in the community the 
interest in Biblical studies and to furnish ~reater facilities for prM<1· 
cuting thrnt in a thorough and systematic manner." 

The R<'Y. :\1. J. R. Bennett seconded the motion, anrl emphasised 
the yalue to religion of these studies. Hebrew and Cha1clee wer<' 
necessar-v for the study of the Old Testament. Arabie was requirerl 
for the· criticism of 

0

the Q'uran. The Ass;nian and Babyfonian 
language reYealed the history oI times contemporary with the Old 
'J'('stmnent. A mastery of Comparati,c Rc>lig-ion would he neeessar~· 
fnr the coming clergyman, and tlle study of th('SC' langunges wonlll 
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tremendously help. I:Iellenistic Greek was necessary for the student 
of Greek as well as the Christian student.9 

The Rev. C. G. Brazier felt the question was more one 
for the theological colleges than for the University itself, 
but an amendment which he moved gained no seconder, 
and the motion was carried. 

The proposal was supported by :Moses i\Ioses in an 
editorial in the Jewish Herald :10 

The endowment by the J C\YS of Victoria of a chair of Hebrew 
in the University of :Melbourne-or, failing that1 substantial assis­
tance on their part in establishing such a professorship-would be :m 
altogether honourable testi:fication both of their public spirit as 
citizens and of the sincerity of their attachment to the spiritual 
treasures handed down by their ancestors and reverenced by the whol~ 
civilized world as a mighty factor in the development and progress of 
humanity. 

Nothing concrete was achieved at this stage: one of 
several reasons may be that a University course in Hebrew 
had to be preceded logically by the introduction of Hebrew 
as a subject for the Public Examinations. As retailed by 
Rabbi J. Danglow in the Journal of this Society,11 in 1921 
S. J. Slutzkin offered the University £1,000 if Hebrew were 
adopted as a subject for these examinations. Sir John 
l\Ionash was then Vice-Chaneello1·, and he wrote to Rabbi 
Danglow informing him of the Council's approval. How­
ever, the matter had to be referred to the Schools Board 
and the Faculty of Arts for detailed consideration, and it 
was not until 1924 that the first examinations could be 
arranged. In subsequent years small numbers of Jewish 
students, trained mainly in the classes of the United Jewish 
Education Board and the St. Kilda Hebrew School, sat for 
the Hebrew examinations in Intermediate, Leaving and 
Leaving Honours (as Matriculation was then known), with 
the examiners usually being the local Jewish ministers. 

The proposals to establish a full department at the 
University itself were not forgotten, however, and interest 
,vas renewed as the Jewish and general community became 
aware of the abilitY of Dr. 1\Iaur:ice David Goldman. ·who 
had reached Australia as a refugee from Germany in 1938. 

Goldman was born at Kolo, Poland, in January, 1898. 
After a brief period as a medieal student at Warsaw, he 
entered Berlin University to study Semitic Languages and 
g-ained his Doctorate of Philosophy at the age of 24. From 
1932 uiitil 1938, he was lecturer in Hebrew and Aramaic at 
the Jewish Teachers' Seminary, Berlin, and from 1935 to 
1938 also lectured in Islam, Arab history and Ethiopic at 
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the Rabbinical Academy of Berlin. He published in Ger­
man~~ a }Iebrew translation and commentary on the 
Ethiopic Book of Jubilees, and also a fiw-volume outline 
of Hebrew, entitled IIebraisch.12 

A. H. SICRE:E 

Dr. Goldman taught at the Temple Beth Israel, the 
Caulfield Jewish School and the Bialik Hebrew School, but 
although he had a fine insight into the child mind, his real 
sphere ,vas the higher academic one, and he went to see 
Professor A. R. Chisholm, who was then Dean of the 
Faculty of Arts at the University. Professor Chisholm 
has stated that "Half an hour's conversation made it clear 
to me that it would be a disaster for the Universit,• to miss 
the chance of getting a scholar of Goldman's eminence".13 

Goldman was given a post in the Censorship Office, and in 
1942 was appointed Guest Lecturer in Hebrew and Arabie 
at the UniYersit,·. Dr. Goldman's courses were not degree 
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subjeets: students attended only for interest's sake and 
could gain no credit in them towards the requirements of 
their degrees. However, even though the number of 
students was, therefore, small, these courses brought 
Semitic culture to the notice of University, Jewish and 
other circles. 

At a discussion in 1942 at the home of Ur. Benzion 
Patkin, suggestions were made that the Jewish community 
should be approached to establish a chair and department 
of Semitic Studies, and eighteen months later, on 23rd 
September, 1943, Arthur S. Rose convened a meeting at 
his home of prominent academic figures and members of 
the Jewish community. Ur. Alec lllasel was in the chair, 
and a committee, which included Professor Chisholm, Dr. 
Greta Hort, and the Rev. A. Fraser, Chaplain to the 
1Ioderator of the Presbyterian Church, was elected to 
further the proposal.H .Profcs~·or Chisholm explai1wd: 

lfrom the academic point of view it is impossible to stucly 
languages seriously without studying :Mediterranean civilization, and 
this must inevitably include the Semitic civilizations. Western culture 
owes an incalculable debt to the Semitic world, to both the Hebraic 
and Arabic branches. Anyone with culture in the English-speaking 
world has been brought up, either consciously or unconsciously, on the 
Olcl Testament, and thus camrnt haTe a detn.ched interest in the 
Semitic world. 

Professor Chisholm stated that it was not sufficient to 
provide lectures for interest's sake alone: students had to 
be gh:en the incentive to take courses in Semitics through 
their being given credit in the Arts course, and he added: 

The University is a poor institution, and it is an expensive 
matter to endow a new department. But if its endowment were 
guai·anteed it would only be a question of whether it would be 
acceptable to the University. I feel fairly confident that it would haw 
a good reception in the Arts Faculty. A good deal depends 011 the 
attitude of the Dean and I am Tery glad that I, as a Professor of 
Language, happen to be Dean. 

Commending the scheme, the Jewish Herald felt that 
the department would prove a great stimulus to Jewish 
education, and suggested that its establishment be made 
the occasion for over hauling the Jewish educational system 
in order to equip students adequately to take Hebrew at the 
University." The convener of the project, Arthur Rose, 
wrote in support of the Jewish H eralcl' s editorial, 16 and 
henceforth the movement did coincide with and in part 
spurred on a number o.£ moves for educational reform, 17 

which were led, among others, by llfr. B. Patkin, then 
chairman of the Education Committee of the Victorian 



Semitic Studies Dept., 1llelbourne University 35 

Jewish Advisory Board (now the Vietorian Jewish Board 
of Deputies). The existing :facilities for education were 
publicised, new centres were opened by the United Jewish 
Education Board and other bodies, a teachers' course was 
eommenced1 and eYen a short-lived teachers' union was 
founded h,- a group of strictly orthodox rabbis and 
teachers. 

ln October, 1944, it was announced that an anonymous 
donor had endowed a Chair of Semitic Studies at the 
rnin'rsity.18 The anonymous donor was Abraham Hyam 
Sicree, of the A.B.Y. :i\Ianufacturing Co., and the means by 
which the endowment was made are described by Professor 
Chisholm in these words: 

One day a rather shy Jewish businessman, ).fr, Abraham Sicree, 
call(•d at my room in the Old Arts buildi"ng and asked me if I thought 
the Council ,vould accept the offer of a chair to be subsidised by him 
for 1iw yf'ars. I was oYerwhelmed, but when I assured him that 1 
would moYe hcan~n and earth to have the offer accepted, he ,,,as 
owrcome with grntitude ! Such is the modesty of really genNous 
men,l!J 

The movement had received some support from the 
gc~neral press an<l public, and leading non-Jewish figures 
like Professor Chisholm. Dr. Hort and some Church and 
academic• figures had bcien untiring in their efforts. In a 
letter in which Professor Chisholm elaborates for me some 
points relative to the movement, he writes: 

On(' salient point that emi>rw'd at th(' "Ch:t.ir'· nicetin~~ wa,; tlrnt 
ther1• could be a danger of the Chair's heing use,1 for putting the 
.Arab point of \'iew, to the detriment of Israel. In answer to this 
l poinH•tl out that the field where we would haw to seek a prnfessor 
would almost ineYitablr bC' a Jewish one, even if the curriculum was 
to inclrnle ~\rah.ic (Dr. Goldman's name was not rnention('d, of course, 
as I kn('w that the C-niwrsit)? would insist on maldno an appoint­
ment: it newr crt'ates a chair for an indi\'idual, hoWC\'el' brilliant). 
By making these remarks I lost, as I antidpated, the support of 
some of my Lebanese :md Syrian friPnds, but I knew that our main 
ho1Jcs had to be centred in thc ,TewlSh communit;,·, which was nmch 
rnorc active, numerous and enthusinstic. 

The cause of the Semitics Department became Pro~ 
fessor Chfaholm's mvn cause. It formed his topic when he 
addressed the first official luncheon of the Y.i\LI-I.A.,20 he 
,note about it regular!,· in the Je,vish press, and he pleaded 
for the support of the department in many circles. Applica­
tions for the post of professor were called for from all 
OYer the world, and while these were receiYing consider'.1-
tion, in i\Iarch, 1945, Sir Charles Lowe, as Chancellor of 
the Pnlversit~t. made public in a Conferring of Degrees 
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address that the hitherto unknown donor of the chair was 
Abraham Sieree, who wished the chair to be known as the 
Lazarus and Abraham Sicree Ohair.21 

On 10th lvlay, 1945, the University announced the 
appointment of Dr. Goldman as the Lazarus and Abraham 
Sicree Professor. :Making the announcement public, The 
Arg1ts stated :22 

Semitic languages provide a logical baekgro1md for the study 
of Indo-Europeau languages. Philological studies in Melbourne have 
been based almost exclusively on European languages, without any 
outside standard of comparison such as will now be provided by the 
study of Semitic languages which stand near enough to the European 
tongues to give the comparison a clear meaning. This ·widening of 
the linguistic schools in the Faculty of Arts gives the University an 
opportunity of moving towards a real School of Linguistics such as 
those that have made London and Paris famous. 

On 1st July, 1945, Professor Goldman took up duties, 
and later that month courses in Hebrew Part I and Arabie 
Part I were announced for 1946, subject to formal ratifica­
tion by the Univernity Council.23 In October, Professor 
Goldman went abroad for about three months to visit Israel 
and study latest developments in teaching methods, as well 
as to establish links with overseas schools of Semitics." 

As finally developed, the curriculum of the depart­
ment was as follov:.rs: 

For st1idents in Pass courses, there were Hebrew Parts I, II 
and III, and Arabic Parts I, II and Ill. In Hebrew Part I, the 
course comprised Biblical pt·ose, texts, ITobrew accidence and syntax, 
modein Hebrc,-.; prose, simple conversation ancl essays, as ,vell as 
Biblical history to the Babylonian captivity (or au outline of Biblical 
literature) and lectures in archaeology. Students of Hebrew Part II 
would take Biblical poetry, post-exilic Hebrew, },fishnah, contem· 
porary Hebrew literature, and Jewish history from the destruction 
of the first Temple to the end of the Gaonate. Additional subjects 
for Part III were mediaeval Hebrew literature, the Gaonate and 
Spanish epochs, and essays in Hebrew. 

The Honours courses provided supplementary lectures in Aramaic 
.l:'arts I and II, on Mediaeval, Enlightenment and Renaissance litera­
ture in Part III, and modern literature and history from 1942 in 
Pait IV. In their third year, Honours students would also take 
Syriac, and in their fourth year Ethiopic and Comparative Grammar 
of the Serrlitic Languages.25 

Professor Goldman was one of 20 new professors 
appointed in the post-war decade; of these, eight were in 
the Faculty of Arts, redressing the long neglect of the 
lmmanities.26 What Redmond Barry had hardly dared to 
express had materialised: a channel had been established 
for intellectual contact with non-European cultures. 
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It is not part of my task here to pursue the subject 
further than this point, nor to evaluate the work of the 
Semitic Studies department in subsequent years. After the 
expiration of the five years for which the chair had been 
endowed by Abraham Sicree,27 the Professorial Board 
recommended, and the University Council agreed, that the 
department should continue as an integral part of the 
Faculty of Arts and as a responsibility of the University.28 

On 15th September, 1957, Professor Goldman died, and his 
death evoked many expressions of deep regret and many 
fine obituar,· tributes from within Australia and far outside 
it. At present, l\Ir. N. llfilne is Acting Head of the depart­
ment, and applications have been called for the position of 
Profrssor. 

(Sine<.' this PHJWl' "·:'s clelinTecl, He,·. Dr. John 
Bowman, fo1·mprly of LeN1:-. ha" beL'il appointed to 1he 
Chair cmd is expc>e1<•c1 to arriYe in ~\u.Q.·lrnt, 1959.-ED. l 
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Obituaries 
GERALD DE VAHL DAVIS 

The sudden death on 22nd November, 1958, of Gerald 
de Yahl DaYis was a shock to the Jewish comnnmitY of 
~.s:w., whose lay leader he had been and who held ·him 
in the highest regard. 

Born in J\Ielbourne on 8th April, 1897, he was the son 
of Abraham de Yahl DaYis, from whom he reech·ecl an 
intense Jewish education and a love of his people, coupled 
with a certain pride in being able to trace descent from 
Saul Yahl, famous in the historv of the Je"·s of Poland in 
the sixteenth century. ~ 

He was educated at Sydney Grammar School and the 
Fniversity of Sydney, where he graduated Bachelor of 
. \grieultural Science in 1921. Davis commenced his 
Pniversity course in 1915) but enlisted the :following year 
and served as a Sergeant in the 6th Australian Light Horse 
in Egypt and Palestine. He was wounded in 1918, and 
actually commenced his University work again in April. 
1919, whilst still in a military hospital. In World War II 
he served in the Mobile Signals, with the rank of Captain 

He was the founder of the Australian Institute of 
Agricultural Science, giving devoted serYice to it ever since 
its establishment but particularly during his terms as 
President of the N.S:W. Branch in 1937 and of the Federal 
body in 1947. 

A tribute to him l>Y Dr. Erie Edwards in tlw )Iareh. 
1959 issue of the Institute\; ,Journal merits quotation in 
full: -

":&Iy close association with Davis during this period 
engendered a very high regard for his mental agility and 
the clear-cut incisive qualities of his mind. In later years 
it was my privilege to serve on many other Committees 
with Gerald Davis, partienlarly during the four years the 
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Institute Office of Management was located in Sydney, and 
it was always a revelation and an inspiration to sec him at 
work. IIe was easily the best committee man I have known. 
His knmvledge of p·rocedure was flawless. I-Iis thinking was 
direct and clear, and I have never known anyone who could 
frame a resolution with such clarity and speed or who could 
simplify a mass of confused ideas with such unerring skiIJ 
and dexterity." 

GERALD de VAHL DAVIS 
(Block by courtesy "Australian Jewish Times.) 

.A.part from his religious acfrvities1 which included the 
Yice-Presidcncy and Directorship of Jewish Education of 
the Central Synagogue and the Presidency of the Temple 
Emanuel (of ,,·hich he was one of the founders) in 1946. 
he was prominent in ,Jewish publir affail'f-i for oYer 40 yearx. 
He was a member of the N.S.W. Jewish Advisor;· Board 
before the formation of the Board of Deputies, of which, 
as a Deputy of Temple Emanuel, he had been a foundation 
member and first Chairman of the Puh]ic Relations Com-
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mittee. He served in that latter office for two years until, 
in January, 1948, he was elected Hon. rrreasurer, retaining 
the position in the elections in June, 1950, and from then 
until his election as Vice-President in January, 1953. He 
became President in April, 1955, and held the office until 
he was granted leave of absence in October, 1956, dne to 
ill-health. He finally resigned, to the regret of the Board, 
on 12th April, 1957. From the formation of the Executive 
Council of Australian Jewr,v1 he had been a councillor and 
had held important executive office in that body. 

He also was Chairman of Mutual Farms Pty. Ltd., an 
organisation for settling Jewish migrants on tllc land in 
N.S.W., and he was a former Acting President of the 
Jewish Welfare Society, He also served on the Council of 
the N.S.W. Association of Jewish Ex-Servicemen and 
"\\' omen and helped to establish the Rehabilitation Trust 
Fund, of which he was a member of the Board of Governors 
up to the time of his death. 

His technical knowledge went with a keen business 
sense, and he enjoyed the greatest consideration in both 
commercial and official eircJes. l\trs. Davis has been 
informed that he had been advised a few days before his 
death of the Frenrh OoYernment's intention to make him 
a Chen.1lier of the LCgion cl'Honneur in gratitude for his 
se1TiC'es to ('ommerrial relations between .A.ustralia and 
F1·ance. 

DaYis also gan' long serdre to the \Yoollahra Council. 
of which he ·was an alderman for twekc years, including 
two terms as Deputy l\Iayor. He showed great interest in 
the "·ork of the U.N. Association, particularly in rom1rrtion 
,Yith the Food and ..Agricultural Organisation. 

IIis life was one of devoted service, his disposition 
happy and kindly, and his leadership effiective. As one of 
the advisors on eommuual affairs even after his retirement. 
he retained a high place in the esteem and affection of 
those ,vho served with him in the community and in organi­
sations which benefited from his experience. 

i\Irs. Davis and his son, Dr. Grahame de Yahl Davis. 
smvive him. The Society expresses its sympathy to them 
and joins with New South Wales Jewry in deploring his 
loss. 
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DH. j\I. A. SCHALIT 

The death occurred in Sydney, on 13th May, 195fl. :)f 
Dr. Jloishe Aaron Schalit, at the ag:e of 84. 

Dr. Srhalit ·was born in Hussia and, with his familr, 
suhseqnrutly migrated to Pale:;tinr, whcl'l' the~· her:anw 
nnC' of the founder families of Hishon-le-Zion. Subsequr-n1l~· 

Dr. M. A. SCHALIT 
(From the frontispiece to "Travelled Roads!') 

hl' went to Uf'neva 1 wh<'re he studiel1 medirine. On a visit 
to Vienna he hE'at'd Dr. Hcrzl, "·ho ,Ya$ then campaign­
ing- :for a Jewish State. 

,\fter traYelling through the Continent, Tli-. Sehalit 
came to Australia in 1901 and settled in ::Uelbourne, whrre 
he beeame highly esteemed. He acted a::, ph~·sirian to many 
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families who came to regard him as a friend and guide. 
At the same time, he was actiYe in the life of the eom­
munit;,~. A staunch Zionist all his life, he was connected 
with much Zionist endeavour. 

Later he settled in the ,i\Ionaro district and eventnallv 
in S~·dney, ,vhere he continued his tradition of ser,·iee t'o 
the Jewish people. He was a Hebrew scholar and always 
intereSted in cultural pursuits. 

In celebration of his eightieth birthdar in 1954, Dr. 
Sebalit published an antobiograpby entitled 1'rnvclled 
Roacls. in which he gave a reeorcl of his experiences in 
Russia, Palestine, Switzerland, France and Australia . 

• -\s a medical practitioner, he specialised in psychiatr~· 
and ·was one of. the first in l\Ielbourne to be associated with 
the furthering of irental Hygiene and Child Ouidance 
l\Iovements. 

In N.S. \Y. he helped to pioneer the work of the Prc­
:i\Iarital Bureau through the Racial Hygiene :Movement. 

Dr. Schalit is snrYived by his widow, l\11-s. Ruby Rieh­
Sehalit1 a well-known communal ,vorker, and a son and 
daughter. 

He was particularly actiYc among the Friend8 of the 
Hebrew University and as a supporter of the cultural 
actiYities in Temple Emanuel. This Soeiet;Y, which owes 
him a debt for his work on the Jewish aspects of the 
i\Ionaro District ( J ouriutl, Vol. 2, p. 161), e,cpresses its 
sympathy to his family. 

}Ie ,vas a Foundation :Member and continued as a 
member of this Society up to the time of his death. 
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