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The Early Jewish Settlers in Victoria
and Their Problems

by
RABBI LAZARUS MORRIS ({OLDMAN, M.A.

PART 2 — AFTER SEPARATION, 1851-1865

CHAPTER 1
THE GOLD RUSH

Events in the year 1851 changed Vietoria from a small
pasteral State into a Colony with a stupendous industrial
future, Officially, Vietoria beeame a separate Colony on
1st July, 1851.3% The event, however, passed by hardly
noticed, for Victoria was in the grip of the first phases of
the mania for the search for gold, Three Jews were
intimately connected with it from three different angles.
Michgel Cashmore from a business point of view, Henri J.
Hart from a professional angle, and A. II. IHart from
humanitarian motives. As far baek as January, 1849, gold
fever struck many of the Melbourne settlers, when the
amazing reports flowed in that California had uncovered
ite astounding riches. A meeting assembled at the Com-
mercial Hotel, where two sailors and Michael Cashmore
were the principal speakers, the latter most sanguine as
to the results. “No doubt,” wrote one reporter, "SOMI
people will benefit, the party with stores for sale. It is a
second edition of the Valparaiso humbug." When Cali-
fornian gold did trickle back to Vietoria, the largest nugget
ever imported then in Australia was displayed at the shop
of Henri J. Hart, the jeweller®!! He was later co-opted on
to the Gold Committee, which offered a reward of 200
guineas to anyone who found a profitably worked gold mine
near Melbourne., He also beeame the Committee’s Secre-
tary, made assays of the first gold specimens and made an
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amaleurish expedition for gold with the Crown Land Com-
missioner to the Anderson’s Creek diggings on the Yarra M

The gold rush to Bathurst in New South Wales drew
many people from Vietoria, and prices rose, especially the
priece for bread. A. H. Hart, in order to allay the mounting
disquietude, wrote a requisition to the Mayor signed by
many leading citizens, requesting a public meeting in order
to take into consideration the propriety of offering a suit-
able reward to any person who should discover a gold mine
within 200 miles of Melbourne. A. H. Hart, from the plat-
form, said he had written the requisition and had it signed
for no other reason but to prevent people from emigrating
to other colonies in the depths of winter when they would
suffer many hardships, But though he had done this, he
believed that gold was one of the preatest curses with
which they eould be afflicted.’*® He felt assured that there
was plenty of gold within reach, but he would be the last
one to bring the subject forward, for he thought it would
not and could not do them any good, but his thoughts were
with the poor and suffering. Nevertheless, Hari was
appointed to the Gold Committee and was very active on it
in its initial stages.® Later, both he and Henri J. Hart,
who became the Treasurer of the Gold Committee, had to
inform the claimants for the reward that they had no
funds on hand. Indignant goldminers had to seek else-
where for rewards for their diseoverieg.34t

IMMIGRATION '

The news of the gold discoveries in Victoria flew round
the globe and emphasised the richness of the diggings, and
created the impression that inexhaustible wealth lay scat-
tered over the Australian gold fields waiting to be picked
up, The stories which the newspapers in all languages had
to tell were no exaggeration. From Poland to the United
States, from lingland to China, van the golden tidings and,
as though drawn by a magnet, seekers poured into the gold
fields. Ballarat and Sandhurst housed the most mixed
assembly on earth, In the first years there were more
foreigners than people of British blood amongst the pro-
cession of immigrants who thronged the roads from the
wharves where the ships dropped them to the diggings,
where they all hoped to become immensely rich within an
extremely short iime?®® Among the throng came Jews
from Poland and Russia, a sprinkling from the Californian
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coast, a goodly number from England, a large quota from
Germany and an isolated few from other parts of the
world, Those Jews who came from England eame for the
same reasons as their co-veligionists before them, poverty,
but now the ineentive was greater. Those who came from
the Californian coast were of the progressive and adven-
turous type who had tasted the excitement of life on the
gold fields, but those who eame from Germany and Poland
were not only attracted by the lure of gold but also came
because of the disabilities under which they suffered in
these respective countries. It is suggested that one of the
main faetors which made them leave their homeland was
to avoid military service. Besides grim anti-semitism, it
was almost impossible for a conforming Jew to adhere to
his religious practices whilst serving in the (erman and
Polish forces. Jews at the time mostly conformed to their
faith, and since military service was compulsory they
escaped their heavy burden by flight to a land where they
had heard freedom reigned and where riches were easy fo
gain.

TYPES OF MIGRANT

The Jews who came from eastern Europe would have
necessarily been voung and ready for any hardship because
they were accustomed to manual labour and to struggle in
their own home towns, Those who came from California
would have been energetic and prepared to take visks,
beeause of their experiences on the American gold fields.
Many of those, however, who came from England, belonged
to the unskilled class. The Jewish shopkeepers of the East
End of Liondon and the seaport towns would not appren-
tice their children to trades because they would have to
work on the Sabbath day. A large section of the Jewish
vouth, therefore, had to live, like their clders, by their wits,
and as nearly all were also brought up religiously and
would not resort to earn their livelihood by questionable
means, it was this class of Jew who suffered most when
employment in his type of business was hard to find.349
Numbers of them arrived in Melbourne without any means
of support, and they made sericus inrcads into the aceumu-
lated resources of the Philanthropic Soeiety,?® which sent
a message to the Jewish Emigration Society in FLondon
pointing out the evil of sending poor persons to Aus-
tralia.*® In London, the poor, overcrowded conditions of
the Jews with their many unemployed prompted the crea-
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tion of the Jewish Emigration Society, which helped any-
one, with or without a trade, to migrate to other countries.
The Melbourne community, whilst appreciating the motives
of the Society, again had to inform it that it considered
emigration should not be entered upon by individuals who
were not suited to the rude occupation of toil and manual
labour which was so0 mueh in request in a young community.
They wrote:

Only such persons should be selected as Emigrants as have the
knowledge of some useful trade and are possessors of a fair amount
of physical strength and aptitude for manusl labour, But such
persons, as are merely general dealers or “husters” are of no service
to this Colony, and Emigration in their case is but to remove them
from a state of poverty in England to the like condition in Australia.
Instnnces of this nature have unfortunately but too frequently come
under the notice of the Authorities of the Congregation, and the
Committee regret to have to state that many of the Emigrants from
England being of the objectionable class mentioned have endured
much privation and been burdensome to this Cengregation 351

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE

The Melbourne eommunity not only complained about
the unskilled being sent out to Australia, but also displayed
prejudice against Jews born outside England. In their
letter to the London Emigration Society, they “respectfully
remark that in any case the assisted Emigrants should be
British-born Jews only.”@™ Besides some possessing
unwarranted feelings against foreigners, their prejudice
may also have been motivated by the thought that
foreigners would not be able to settle down quickly in a
new country because of language and custom difficulties.
The President of the Melbourne Congregation at the time,
Edward Cohen, with some of his cclleagues on the Com-
mittee, may also have lingeringly perpetuated the distine-
tion between Ashkenazi and Sephardi Jews. The Jews who
came to England after Oliver Cromwell allowed them to
return were from Holland and of Spanish and Portuguese
descent. Before the nineteenth century, the Spanish Jews
—Sephardim—Ilooked down upon the eastern Furopean
Jews—Ashkenazim—and their families would not even
intermarry. When in the middle of the nineteenth eentury
the Ashkenazim began to cutnumber the Sephardim, and
some of them, like the Rothschilds, became very wealthy,
the richer Spanish Jews descended from their lofty station
and intermingled freely with the lesser aristocrats of
Jewry.?*? Prejudices are hard to defeat, and where wealth
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did not level the two sections, the Sephardim still thought
themselves as superior, although less in numbers and pro-
bably economically less affluent. Idward Cohen and his
fellow Sephardim in the Melbourne community preferrad
their own aristocratic sect of Jews for migrants if it conld
be managed, or at least Ashkenazi Jews who had been born
in England and who would thus have nearly reached their
standard and level, Quite a number of sons of the “genteel
poor”™ Sephardi families, well known in London, came to
Victoria, and on the membership lists of the congregations
are to be found the names of Fonsaker, Van Millingen,
Pirani, Belisha, Barnard, Dyte, Mendes, Joshua, Farjeon,
Moody, Henrigues and Belifante—all names of Sephardi
families—besides the names of Cohen, Levi and Joseph,
which are names common to both Ashkenazi and Sephardi
Jews, 359

THE LADIES

The seareity of Jewish women in Vietoria and their
abundanee in the poorer disiriets of London urged the
Jewish Emigration Society and the great woman reformer,
Mrs. Chisholm, to help level the balance. One newspaper
refers to Mrs. Chisholm’s effort in this guaint way:—85

Maidens:—We are pleased to learn that Mrs, Chisholm is about
to toke in lier own ship the Caroline Chisholm no less than 20 young
maiden Jewesses, resolved to migrate to Australia for the most
noblest and most human of purposes,

These damsels—slould matrimony be their fate—have every hope
that they should be enabled to win their gold-digging husbands from
an unceasing pursuit of the root of all evil, teaching them that there
is nothing like virtuous love and contented poverty,

The experiment of bringing Jewish women to Aus-
tralia did not succeed at all. Melbourne Jewry regarded
the experiment under any cireumstances as hazardous and
one which they urged the Jewish Emigration Society to
avoid. They thought it was not sufficient that the girls
should have friends ready to receive them on arrival in
Australia, but that they also reguired efficient proteetion
on shipboard, without which the well intended charity
extended to them might in many cases lead to their ruin
and the misery of the recipients. By the way the Mel-
bourne Congregzation thickly underlined the words
“efficient protection” when writing to the Jewish Emigra-
tion Soceiety on the matter, it appears the Committee was
shocked about several ecircumstances of an unfortunate
nature whieh occurred to single Jewesses on their way to
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the Colony because of the want of protection. The Com-
mittee was most anxious that the Society should not
encourage the emigration of single women unless they were
accompanied by their parents or some other “efficient
protection, '35

EMIGRATION

The Jews who came from eastern Furope, no matter
their economic cirecumstances, had no desire to return to
their native countries. They would not change the freedom
they enjoyed in Australia for the political disabilities and
anti-Semitism they had to endure in Germany and in
Poland, Some, when they became affluent, did go back to
see their kinsmen, but very few remained there. The inten-
tion of the early Vietorian settlers from England, how-
ever, was to return to the Mother Couniry if they became
rich, and three of the leading pioneers of the Melbourne
Jewish Community did go back to London soon after they
had become wealthy throngh gold buying in the firgt phase
of the gold rush. In January, 1853, the Jewish community
gave Solomon Benjamin a farewell dinner,?*® and early in
1854 his brother, David, was honoured by a farewell com-
plimentary dinner by the Mayor of Melbourne and nume-
rous friends.*®™ The spiritual founder of Vietorian Jewry,
A, H. Hart, also decided to leave the Colony at the end of
the same year.3®® Three main reasons urged these pioneers
to return to Liondon besides the wish to live amongst their
own kith and kin, firstly, the absence of a virile, religious
and spiritual life; secondly, the lack of amenities and,
thirdly, sickness and epidemies which shortened their
expectation of 1ife.®™® When the 0Old Cemetery closed in
July, 1854, nearly 70 persons lay buried there, and an
indication of the hardness of the life in the early pioneer-
ing days is hinted at by the faet that none whoe were buried
in the Jewish portion reached the age of seventy years
though Jews have a reputation for longevity.?%?

DISPERSION AND AN ERROR IN THE CENSUS

In the Mareh census of 1851, before the gold rush,
only 364 souls registered as Jews in Victoria, of which 230
lived in Melbourne and its environs, 33 in the Geelong
distriet, 67 at Horsham, 13 at Colae, 11 at Grange, three
at Belfast, one at Portland and two each at Mt. Macedon,
Flooding Creek and Benalla.3®! The figure for Horsham is
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not corrvect. There were no Jews in Horsham.**2 1t is likely
that members of a seet active at the time and which ealled
itself “Israelites” were working in the distriet and the
census officer, not knowing the difference between
“Israelites” and Jews, eclassified all as members of the
Hebrew faith, By 1854 there were nearly as many rvesi-
dents in Victoria alone as there were in all Australia
previous to the gold diseoveries,*®™ and Jews numbered
1,647 365

The Jews spread all over Vietoria, and in the census
taken on 29th March, 1857, they numbered 2,208, males
1,540 and females 668. (Of this number, 1,320 lived in
Melbourne, 99 in Geelong, 290 in Ballarat and on its
sarrounding gold fields, 280 at Sandhurst, 85 at Castle-
maine and 100 each at Avoca and Beechworth.26¢

In the census taken in April, 1861, the total Jewish
population in Vietoria amounted to 2,903, males 1,857, and
1,046 females, or .54% of the population. In and around
Melbourne, 238 lived in Fitzroy, 147 at St. Kilda, 72 in
the City of Melbourne, 67 in Prahran, 47 in Richmond,
43 at Collingwood, 36 at Emerald Hills, 18 at Hotham,
seven at Sandridge, seven at Brighton and one at Williams-
town, In the larger cities, 214 lived in Ballarat Bast, 25
in Ballarat West and 287 in the various mining camps m
the distriet. At Sandhurst, 208 lived within the munieipa-
lity and 20 in the mining area. ‘There were 145 Jews in
(Zeelong and Newtown, about 50 lived in Ararat and about
the same number in Castlemaine. Inglewood, Beechworth
and Rutherglen had about 40 Jews each, Mountain Creek in
the Wimmera had 25 Jews and Yackanandah 15, Small
numbers also lived in Ambherst, Avoca, Belfast, Dunnolly,
Kilmore, Smythesdale, Warnambool, Sale in Gippsland and
Blackwood, whilst a large floating population kept migrat-
ing from one mining town or eamp to another according
to their prosperity.®” From the above figures it appears
that, although a large number of Jews lived in and around
Melbourne, a greater number were to be found in the
various mining settlements established throughout Vietoria.
It indicated that the Jews who eame out to the Colony were
enterprising, industrious and prepared to undergo all the
hazards of mining life, with its hardships, diffieulties and
unecertainties. The census figures also reveal that an
inereasing number of Jewish women were coming out to
Australia, and that they went with their menfolk to the
mining distriets, '
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CHAPTER 2

EMPLOYMENT, BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONS

The inereasing number of migrants entering Vietoria
brought with it a greater variety of trades by which the
Jews earned their living, and though they still had a
preference for the drapery and clothing trades, they also
entered business as general storekeepers and opened shops
selling other types of goods. The expansion of business by
the discovery of gold attracted from overseas a few men
with capital, and some of those who had acquired wealth
in Vietoria also entered business in mining, in the heavier
industries and in commercial ventures. As the majority of
newcomers who came to Vietoria were attracted by gold
and were aware they would have to go to the gold fields if
they wished to sueceed, it may be assumed that, generally,
they were young, vigorous, ambitious, progressive and
ready for any kind of work by whieh they would reach
their goal. Amongst the migrants came gquite a number of
Jewish young men who, besides eagerness and resolution,
were also enterprising, men of character and personality
which, together with their asset of goed edueation, sue-
ceeded eventually in bringing them to prominent positions
in publie life. Professional men were also attracted to
Victoria. Some of them had even served as ministers of
religion in England and the Continent, and hoped, by
emigrating, to forsake their precarious livelthood received
trom religious duties and to find a more lucrative and a
more satisfving way of earning a living by entering
business,

GOLD MINING

Few of the Jews dug for gold. A fortunate exception
was B. Lazarus, of the Lazarus No. 1 New Chum Mine af
Sandhurst. A pioneer of quartz mining in the district, he
struck it lucky. In one fortnight his dividend from the
mine drew £3,882, and he refused £100,000 for his interest
in it.38 QOriginally from Germany, he displayed a most
determined character. It has been suggested that Jews did
not dig for gold because it would have interfered with
their keeping of the Sabbath. This contention cannot be
accepted, for if they wished to observe the Sabbath, all
they had to do was to rest. They were their own masters.
The cause rather lay in the fact that the Jews were
unaccustomed to digging and they, therefore, turned to
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trades about which they had some knowledge and which
were a necessity for the gold fields, They supplied the
miners with their needs. This was no easy task. Trade was
equally as hazardous and speculative as mining. When-
ever a lead ran out or rumonrs were heard of richer fields,
the traders, too, had to follow the mob and piteh their tents
anew. In Scptember, 1855, at least 50 Jewish adults
resided at Mount Blackwood.? A year or two later, they
had all removed elsewhere.?™

The carriage of goods and merchandise could involve
the trader in considerable loss because of the unmade roads
and tracks whieh almost became unpassable in rainy
weather. Joseph Solomon, of Saltwater River, once sent a
bullock team to the gold fields with goods carried at £100
per ton. When the team had gone a fortnight, he went
after it and overtook the waggon in a short day’s ride’™
Fears of attack, inclement weather, sickness and shortage
of food and water were perils which the Jewish traders
had to risk with their fellow fortune-hunters3™

Jews with capital played a decided part in the indus-
trial development of Victoria’s gold mining industry, and
they often took great risks in these mining enterprises.
Not all paid dividends. On the contrary, some were com-
plete failures. I. F. Sichel, E. J. Cohen, E. A, Cohen,
Edward Cohen, M. A, Moses and Dr. 8. Iffla were con-
nected with the Maryborough Mining & Quartz Crushing
Co0.,%™® which had many stormy meetings®™* Mathew
Mitchell acted as Chairman to the MeIver Caledonian
Quartz Mining Corporation,®® as a Director of the El
Dorado Quartz Mining Co.,*® and a shareholder of the
Steiglitz Mining Co.®™" in whiech H. C. Pirani, E. Sichel
and Nathaniel Levi were also interested. Levi and E.
Benjamin were requested to look after the interests of the
shareholders in the Bendigoe Valley and White Hills Gold
Mining Co.3"® Ii. L. Cohen, the Seecretary, and A. L.
Henriques had to wind up the Maryborough Mining
Association. ™

STOREKEEPERS AND PEDLARS

The itinerant and temporary nature of the diggings
induced some of the Jews to adopt peddling as a means of
earning a livelihood, but a far greater number preferred
to undertake business as shopkeepers, in tents on gold fields
not firmly established and in shops in more permanent
places. Like their co-religionists in Melbourne, the Jews
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in the country towns and at the diggings were to be found
mostly dealing in drapery, clothing and general merchan-
dise, and wherever Jews lived in numbers, it was almost
certain some would be general storelkeepers or drapers. In
ieelong, with less than 150 souls, the following were
drapers: M. & H. Fink, B. Ackman, J. Abrahams, G.
Alexander, H. 8. Ansell, I). Cashmore, H. Jacobs and S.
Licon, whilst Ben Cantor, Jacobs Bros., and H. & J. Hart
were general dealers.® Ballarat also had a large number
of drapers and storekeepers, and included Jacob Gerson,
Moses Phillips, J. A. Wolfe, M. Jacobs, C. Coleman, A. & S,
Alexander, A. Lazarus & Co., Solomon Bros.,, A. Simmons
and Wittkowski Bros.*$! The same preference by Jews for
drapers’, eclothing and general stores applied to Sand-
hurst®®® and all the smaller country towns, The Jews chose
these trades not beeause they desived to avoid hard work.
Long hours and labour difficulties made their work as hard
as any other. They preferred these trades because many
had followed the same trades overseas or their parents had
done so, and because it allowed them to lead a life whereby
they could earn a decent living and at the same time be
considered as respectable, upstanding family men, assets to
the community, types which gained honour and esteem
amongst Jews of the period.

Many of these shopkeepers supplemented their income
by buying gold dust from the miners, and quite a few
Melbourne drapers made fortunes from the bullion they
sent to Ingland and which enabled them to return to the
Mother Country. D. & 3. Benjamin became one of the
bigpest firms to export gold from Vietoria, and in January,
1852, on the “Brilliant,” out of gold bullion valued at
£42,000, the Benjamin brothers exported £8,000, an
amount which exeeeded by far any sum sent on behalf of
any other firm. By the same shipment, E. & L. Hart sent
£900 worth of gold, and Montefiore & Co. £850.3%2 In spite
of A. . Hart pronouncing that he thought gold was one
of the greatest curses, he promised to give miners the
highest priee in Melbourne for their gold dust,®® and his
co-religionists, Hyman Joseph,®® 8. H. Harris & Co. and
C. Bretani, also advertised their willingness to buy the
precicus metal 38 Leslie J. Montefiore “received gold dust
for sale at a commission of 1% on sales upon which he
made cash advances if desired.”®® Jacob Montefiore, a
brother to Joseph Barrow Blontefiore, established his office
when he came to Melbourne in 1852, But he was no draper.
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Besides buying gold in Melbourne and Geelong, he acted
as a shipping agent and as a representative of his famous
wealthy relative, Nathan Mayer Rothsehild.®7 The Monte-
fiores did not confine their commercial interests to gold
and dealt in many other commodities, specialising in the
purchase of wool and tallow.388

WATCHMAKERS, JEWELLERS AND
PAWNBROKERS

There were guite a number of Jews who still favoured
hote] keeping and auctioneering as a means of earning their
livelihood, but an increasing number who were skilled
watchmakers also combined it with selling jewellery and
gold buying. Wittkowski Bros., of Ballarat and Geelong,
showed enterprise by adopting a popular practice amongst
some of the miners by raffling gold nuggets and taking a
share of the profits as organisers.?8?

The small gold buyer, however, did not remain long
inz the market. The rumour spread, which was later eon-
firmed, that the banks were about to enter the gold buying
trade, and an advertisement of protest, which included the
names of the Benjamin brothers and A. H. Hart, ealled
upon the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce to call a
meeting of protest against the banks for entering a business
which was not legitimately theirs3® In spite of the pro-
test meeting, the banks persisted in their rights, and it
did not take long before the small gold buyers were unable
to continue in their trade through lack of custom. This
sitnation foreed the watchmakers, jewecllers and store-
keepers to look for other means of supplementing their
income. The miners who had gold one day and nothing
the next had to seck temporary accommodation for food
and necessities, which led them often to the money-lender
and pawnbroker, two types of business not looked upon
with favour by Jews, The temptation to earn money in
difficult times, however, led a few Jews to succumb to the
bait, and in later years the pawnbroking business hecame
prevalent amongst the Jews of Melbourne and Ballarat.391

BIG BUSINESS AND INDUSTRIAL PIONEERS
Although Jews individually entered all kinds of trades
and businesses, a sign of their inereasing prosperity as
well as their progressiveness and intrepidity revealed itself
when they began to enter big business, and opened new
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fields in Vietorian indusiry. Besides their interest in
mining companies and the Montefiores’ connection with
shipping, tailow and wool, Edward Cohen, Henry Harris
and F. Solomon were connceted with railway companies,??
and quite a number took an interest in the Water Supply
Co., and (as Company.?* Sclomon Benjamin was active
on the Viectorian Building Soeciety,®*® whilst banking
cecupied the attention of guite a few.®¢ David Henriques
and Jacob . Henriques were intimately conneeted with
the founding of the Bank of Australasia,®™? the Colonial
Bank and the London Chartered Bank of Australia; David
Benjamin was a dirvector of the Melbourne branch of the
Bank of New South Wales and of the Joint Stock Bank398;
Rubierc Furtado was the first manager of the Commereial
Bank of Australia in Melbourne, whilst M. Cashmore,
Moritz Michaelis and Mathew Mitchell just failed to secure
election as directors of the National Bank

Industry progressed when DMichaelis Hallenstein
opened one of the first tanneries at Footseray,i®® whilst
Jaeob and Moritz Cohn started a brewery at Sandhurst
and later were the first to introduce lager beer into Vie-
toria and the manufacture of iee.** Nathaniel Lievi became
deeply interested in commerce, and later was one of the
first to introduce eoal mining in Vietoria at Cape Patterson
and the growing of beet for manufacturing sugar:92

Liearned and skilled Jewish professional men in medi-
eine and dentistry, like Dr. 8. 113, Dr, James Silver-
man*®t and Mr. Eskell,*%5 came to settle in Vietoria, whilst
a number of men who had served as ministers of congrega-
tions and as lay ministers were able, if necessity demanded,
to conduet divine services when called upon. They had
come to Vietoria to start life anew in other professions
because of their dissatisfaction with their own lot as
ministers of religion. Isaac Pulver had been minister to
the Jewish Congregation at Cheltenham, England, and the
Chief Rabbi appointed him to the position of minister of
the Cape Town Congregation in South Africa%® After
two years serviee he found the ideas of his congregants
difficult to comprehend, and he made his way to Australia
with the intention of forsaking the ministry and seeking his
livelihood by other means. Sclomon Phillips took up a
position as Assistant Minister with the then newly-formed
Bridge Street Synagogue, Sydney, 07 but later left Sydney
in order to come to Melbourne, where he entered business
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importing furniture, pianos and ironmongery. That these
gentlemen ventured to a new land without any knowledge
of bhusiness is evidence, apart from their intrepidity, of
the reputation abroad that Vietoria was a land of oppor-
tunity.

ENTERPRISE, TENACITY AND RESOLUTION

A remarkable number of the Jewish young men who
migrated from England displayed extraordinary enterprise
in their determination to sueceed, and a few attained fame
and renown, whilst others, though more moderately suceess-
ful, acquired position in the community above the average.
They were by no means execepiions to the rule. They
belonged to a type. Venturesome and fearless, possessing
a keen sense of justice, they also combined ability with
forthrightness, which won them popularity in swhatever
circles they ventured. If was the carly upbringing and
training that these young men received which fitted them
to become leaders amongst rough and ready types in
ploneering surroundings. Nearly all of these Jewish young
men would have had some kind of edueation and would
have been able to read and write. Even the poorest of
Jewish parents in England sent their sons to school where,
besides the ordinary subjeets taught, the pupils would also
acguire a knowledge of the Bible and its commentaries, an
elementary knowledge of the Hebrew language and Jewish
history, and even a page or two of the Talmud., The aim
of Jewish education in England in the first half of the
nineteenth century was to combine adherence to the spirit
of the Jewish faith together with an acquisition of the
virtues possessed by the English gentleman. It emphasised
good manners, courtesy, fair-play, truth, courage and
tenacity. Home training also tended towards a religious
background. At the same time, the hardships in earniug
a livelihood in the poverty-stricken quarters where the
Jews lived in London and in the shipping towns, made
them industrious, hard-working, keen-witted, resilient to
hard knocks and gave them the ability to mix with all
types of men. On arrival in Australia, they possessed
advantages over many of the rest of the population, many
of whom were illiterate and many of whom were foreigners.
Some of these young men would have made use of their
linguistic ability. Usually they spoke more than one lan-
guage. Ashkenazi Jews from eastern Furope could speak
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Yiddish and would have been able to converse or make
themselves understood to the large number of Germans
who migrated to Australia during the gold rush. The
Sephardi Jews, originally from Holland, still spoke Dutch
and Ladino—a kind of Spanish Yiddish—and they, too,
would have heen able to make themselves understood to
Germans and those who came from countries where the
Romanee languages were spoken.

These young English Jews made their small contribu-
tion towards the development of Victoria and its character,
and as examples, three of them, Daniel Tallerman, Julius
Vogel and Benjamin Farjeon, can be gquoted as typifying
the elass from which these Jews emanated, although Taller-
man, Vogel and Farjeon may have been more successful
than others of their co-religionists.

Daniel Tallerman®® arrived in Melbourne in 1853 as
a purser aboard a sailing vessel. (ioing to Barker’s Creck
he set up his tent, where he sold stores, and hoisted his
flag, which was then customary amongst storekeepers. His
flag was a blue guernsey surmounted by a cap. The appear-
anee of this sign was considered so novel that Tallerman’s
flag soon beeame famous among the miners. Barly in
December, 1853, it became bruited ahout on the creek that
a party of miners were working quietly in the bush.
Tallerman and some of his friends consulted together and
resulted in the discovery of a party at work on some claims
at the foot of Mount Tarrengower. The consequences were
that an enormous rush set in and Tarrengower became one
of the most noted and extensive fields of the day. He
erected the first store in the place. The miners eoming in
by their thousands had no time to erect ovems, with the
result that there was no bread, but Tallerman met this
diffieulty by arranging with all of the bakers of Castle-
maine to bake as fast as they could and he drove waggons
down in the night—a work of great diffieulty—in order
that the miners’ wants might be supplied in the morning.
Tallerman’s efforts were recognised by the miners and
resulted in his business becoming one of a most extensive
charaeter. As the field extended, lead after lead was
opened up, so did his establishments inerease, until he had
five large auction marts and stores at one time. He then
built a place ealled Maldon Hall, which was so vast that
I was not exceeded in extent in any of the colonies for
many years. Ile opened the Hall for a series of balls,
which became known as “Jumper Balls” because of the
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dress the gentlemen wore at the time, which was similar
o the Garibaldian shirt, The Government having surveyed
the land in the distriet, Tallerman purchased a lavrge sec-
tion which he sub-divided into allotments upon which many
of the miners built their homes, hecoming free-holders and
attached to the place.

In June, 1854, “Simpsons” was discovered, and the
whole town of Tarrengower migrated, ineluding Tallerman
himself. In anticipation of a continued run of luck, he
built a large hotel and amphitheatre, and he became the
great purveyor of every kind of amusement. Ile became
popular in the settlement and oecupied a leading position
in the town. As the gold fields extended, so Tallerman
creeted branches of his establishment, and Waterloo Flat,
the Alma and Adelaide leads found him with large hotels
upon each. The main lead of the gold fields after a time
began to give out, and the miners started prospecting for
new leads in other distriets. This caused them to move
their tents so that they could be closer to their work, a
migration which greatly affected the businesses of the old
districts. The great Avoca rush also began about this time
and drew away all the inhabitants, leaving Tallerman with
a large number of establishments with no business, This
ruined Tallerman and, after a somewhat dazzling career,
he was compelled to beat a retreat with only 17/6 in his
pocket, 108

The rush at Fiery Creek was then also taking place
and, having retained his auctioneer’s licence, Tallerman
decided to follow the oceupation of a knight of the hammer.
He was warmly supported by his old friends, and by the
time the rush had subsided he found himself with eonsider-
able means once again,

No new fields being then open, Tallerman proceeded
to Ballarat, where he decided to start a brick field, bricks
then being very searce and profitable in their produetion.
Having purchased his plant and made every preparation
for commencing, the rainy season set in, which eontinued
for three months, swamping the fleld. This put a severe
damper on his new speculation, which praved a total loss.108

About this time Tallerman was subjected to an attdek
of rheumatie fever, and for two months he hovered between
life and death, but having a sound constitution, streng-
thened by temperate habits, he overcame his illuess. After
his recovery he settled in Ararat, where, entering into
mercantile pursuits, he beeame a man of importance and a
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feading spirit in the “Ararat Improvement Committee,”
and soon afterwards Ararat became a well-direeted and
orderly township. Tallerman stood for Parliament but lost
the election, However, he once again hecame a prosperous
man and then went to live with his brother in Melbourne,
for whom he worked as a traveller.

e must have liked to travel, for not long after he
took a troup of dancers to New Zealand, where he con-
ducted a most suecessful tour. Perceiving the vast amount
of rubber goods which were imported into the country, he
conceived the idea of manufacturing sueh goods in Mel-
bourne. He carried his ideas into effeet and he soon spread
a trade with Singapore, Caleutta, England and South
America for the supply of caoutchoue. Later, the great
diffieulty in obtaining skilled labour and raw material at a
moderate price, rendered his business unremunerative and
he was foreed to abandon it.1®

Tallerman’s greatest achievement, however, was his
establishment of the Australian meat export trade. Various
scliemes for prescrving meats and shipping them to Eng-
land were propounded at the time, and Tallerman, a jump
ahead of others, went to Fngland to prospeet for markets.
e returned to Australia and, whilst others were discussing
the subjeet, he quietly prepared a trial shipment for Eng-
land. This consisted of 560 sheep and five tons of beef,
whieh were prepared in various ways and which were
hrought over to England by Tallerman himself, Undaunted
by obstacles, Tallerman made it publicly known that he
was in a position to supply Australian beef and mutton of
the finest quality and without bone at from 5d. to 6d. per
pound. He popularised the meat by inviting housewives
and the press to cook it themselves at a demonstration. It
was immediately successful. He established the Australian
Meat Ageney, and a part of the business was to provide
penny and twopenny dinners at his dining rooms in Norton
Folgate, which became known as Tallerman'’s Tall and
where over 1,000 people used to dine daily. The fame of
his preserved meats reached Napoleon III, which led the
way for the general introduction of the commodity into
TPranee, Queen Victoria came fo hear of his penny dinners
and congratulated him on his praiseworthy efforts in so
good a cause. He often participated in exhibitions where
on his own account he displayed Australian produets. The
young man who had made and lost a fortune on the gold
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fields had found another gold mine and riches for himself
and the Australian people.its

Like Tallerman, another young Liondon Jewish lad of
under 20 years of age came to seek a fortune in Vietoria.
His name was Julius Vogel.®? He started business in
Flinders Lane, but when he lost heavily in flour specula-
tion, he decided to go to the diggings, where he failed to
make the fortune he sought. He next went to Mary-
borough, where he opened a drug store. Having insufficient
matters to occupy his virile mind, he began to write for the
Maryborough and Dunnolly Advertiser and became an
active citizen in the township. When the Inglewood rush
began, he opened another store there and finally estab-
lished the Inglewood Aduvertiser. Vogel laler became
editor of the Talbot Leader, and he made it progress and
successful. Speculation and lavish spending led him into
diffieulties, and he went on to Avoea, where he stood as a
eandidate for Parliament. e failed in his attempt and
his defeat urged him to leave for the diggings at Otago,
New Zealand, where, with Benjamin L. Farjeon as
manager, he established the first New Zealand daily paper,
The Otage Daily Times. His decision to go to New Zealand
was a stupendous step, for he eventualy twice became
Prime Minister of the country, and Queen Vietoria
bestowed a knighthood upon him. It is believed that either
he or Farjeon made the attempt to publish the first Vie-
torian Jewish newspaper, The Australian Jewish Chronicle.

Benjamin L. Farjeon was another London Jewish lad
who, from Melbourne, made his way to Sandhurst, where
he worked on the Advertiser.* He helped to found the
“Bendigo Histrionie Club” in July, 1858, and wrote the
prologue for their imitial performance at the Haymarket,
run as a charity gesture in aid of the local Benevolent
Asylum., Farjeon also helped to found the Sandhurst
Garriek Club and appeared in the cast of its first perfor-
mance. He, too, went to Otage and joined Julius Vogel in
the formation of the Ofage Daily Times. He was excep-
tionally talented and subsequently became friendly with
Charles Dickens, whom he met in Liondon in 1870. Farjeon
was the author of many books, a vocation which other
members of his family later also followed.

Tallerman, Vogel and Farjeon were eminently suceess-
ful and yet they only represented a type of Jewish young
man who eame to Vietoria from England at the time of the
gold rush. There were many others like them who possessed
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the same background, the same determination and tenacity
and the same enterprise. They, too, were successful in a
smaller way and contributed to the welfare of their towns
and eities where they resided, and to the progress and pros-
perity of Victoria, the new land of their adoption.

INDIGENCE

Whilst a large number of young, azble men migrated
to Vietoria, it is also true that many older persons came to
the Colony without substantial means and without any
gualifications or profession, The Jewish charitable autho-
rities in Bngland, in order to diminish their heavy respon-
sibilities, did not thoroughly investigate their elients’
capabilities, and the poor, with hope in their hearts and
believing gold could be found easily, were anxious to grab
at any straw which would ease their oppressive conditions.
The thousands who came to Melbourne overcrowded all the
available aecommodation, and many of the poor migrants
found themselves homeless and almost abandoned. The
Jewish community, in order to overcome the problem,
followed the lead of the Mayor, who opened a subseription
list for “Homeless Immigrants,” to which Jews contributed
liberally.t1! They themselves opened a Jewish Immigrants’
Home, for which a sub-commiitee collected more than the
reguired sum of £1,000. It was managed by a permanent
staff of honorary officers.®’® With the expansion of the
gold fields, it seems there was no more need for the Home,
because the migrants who intended to search for gold or
trade on the gold fields moved on immediately on their
arrival in Melbourne for their destination.

In the first phase of the gold rush those who remained
in the cities would have had no difficulty in finding some
sort of work because of the shortage of labour, but when
the initial excitement subsided and thousands poured into
the Colony, poverty beeame rife. So mueh so, that the
Secretary of the Melbourne General Cemetery wrote to the
Melbourne Congregation informing it that, out of 204
burials in one month of all denominations, 60 had been
pauper funerals.#'? The Secretary thought that imposition
must have been another reason for sueh an extraordinarily
high pereentage of pauper burials. The inerease of poverty
in the Jewish community was also noticeable from {wo
resolutions which the Melhourne Congregation passed
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regarding the requisition for Matzah for the Passover
Festival for the poor. In 1852 it resolved “that this Con-
gregation do send to Sydney for 100 Ibs. weight of Pass-
over cakes."*!* The following year it added an addendum:
“. . . the Congregation be empowered to provide Matzoth
for t’}'le poor in such quantities as they may deem neces-
sary.

In spite of the fact that poverty was prevalent in the
Jewish community, it did not reach such proportions as
seriously to tax the resources of its members. During the
height of the period of prosperity, the community reformed
the Melbourne Jewish Philanthropic Society in January,
1853, for no other purpose than to prepare for the lean
yvears whieh it expected would come with the inrush of
immigrants. One of its resolutions read as follows —
“That this meeting considers the future operations of the
Society vastly different from former years in consegucnce
of the great number of Jews arriving daily in the Colony,
which necessarily must call the charity of the Society
more frequently into rvequisition; and, therefore, recom-
mends the gentlemen now in office to strive with their
utmost efforts to make its income equal to the eall that
thus may be expeected, and have every confidence that the
Jewish residents of Melbourne will, in this respeet, readily
assist them in maintaining its position.” In its report, the
Society also added a note : ¥, .. although the present state
of the Society’s funds exhibits a very handsome amount in
hand, they, however, trust it will not eause a remissness,
since a great many of our faith arve arriving, and among
the great numbers cases have and continue to ocenr where
the charity of the Society is promptly called forth.™#1s

Many, though not heavy, ealls were made upon the
funds, and it appeared that the Society partly took the
form of an interest-free loan organisation, for a proposal
was accepted to lend sums of up to £20, which the borrower
had to repay in weekly nstalments, as well as to find a
seeurity, who would be obliged to repay the loan if the
borrower failed in but one of his weekly instalments.1%
The Philanthropic Seciety’s main serviee was to help the
sick and ailing. Two non-Jewish doectors, Dr. Arthur
O'Mullane and Dr. A, (&, Brownlees, acted in an honorary
capaeity as medical officers,#7 but with the increase of
sickness in the Colony, the Society had to employ staff and
it appeinted Dr. 3. Iffla as medical adviser and Asher
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Barnard as collector.™® It also appointed an Honorary
Sick Visiting Committee of three men. At times epidemies
must have played havoec with the welfare of the Jewish
community for onee A, H. Hart suggested that special
prayers be recited for those who were ill, “for sickness has
struck every home.™*!" Rintel opposed the suggestion, for
he said he had consulted a mediecal man, who considered
that speecial prayers on this oceasion were not merited.
Nevertheless, two of Hart’s children and a brother died in
that epidemic.?20

The poliey of the Philanthropie Society only to give
small sums in dire, necessitous cases and to lend money on
security but without interest whenever it could, allowed the
Society to accwmmulate a small fund of £150 over the years
which it desired to lend at 159 to no other institution than
the Melbourne Synagogue, which was very short of money
at the time. The ephemeral nature of the sceurity offered,
namely, “the resolution agreed to at the Synagoguc meet-
ing to aecept the loan,” and the realisation of the anomaly
of lending money to a Synagogue on interest led to the
cancellation of the negotiations.**' However, by November,
1858, the President reported that the funds of the Society
were exhausted. Poverty had inereased to such an extent
that it constituted a serious problem to the community.
The Philanthropie Society had spent all its aceumulated
funds and it eould not even remove a Jewish inmate from
the Benevolent Home, as the Society had no means o sup-
port him. This constituied a refleetion upon the com-
munity., From time immemorial, Jewish communities
regarded it as their bounden duty to support their own
poor, sick and feeble, so that they could enjoy life in their
hour of need in surroundings to whieh they were accus-
tomed. The Society attempted all sorts of schemes to
augment its income. It fried to raise money by charity
conecerts, by collections at eircumeisions, but anniversary
dinners proved to be the best source of raising money.
Frequently, prominent non-Jewish personalities were
invited to attend so as to attraet guests to the functions.i?
Although these anniversary dinners were successful, the
amounts raised were insufficient in themselves to extricate
the eommunity from its difficulties, and only when the
Government agreed to grant the Philanthropie Society a
sum of £250, did the Society temporarily extricate itself
from financial embarrassment.®?? The faet that the Soeiety
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could not help the Jewish inmate in the Benevolent Home
must have been deeply felt by the Society’s executive, for
as soon as the Soelety acquired a little eredit on its balanece
sheet, it applied to the (Government for a grant of land
upon which to build almshouses. Later, the Government
granted the Society the land upon 8t. Kilda Road, where
the Montefiore Old Aged Home now stands. 12

‘When the Philanthropie Society was in finanecial diffi-
culties and sought measures of relief, it believed the women
in the ecommunity could alleviate some of the distress, and

Rev. MOSES RIMTEL

for this purpose Rintel, as guide and a Trustee, formed
the Hebrew Ladies’ Benevolent Society in 1857. At first
this Society restricted itself to giving medieal and finaneial
aid to women in confinement, but later it extended its
assistance to the entire field of philanthropy for Jewish
woinen. 2%
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FRIENDLY SOCIETIES

Many of the immigrants, poor but proud, had ne
desire to approach the Philanthropic Society for charity
and preferred to make their own arrangements for medical
care in case of sickness. About thirty persons formed them-
selves into the United Friendly Jewish Benefit Society,*¢
which provided for their medical attention and the addi-
tional benefit of paying wages to any mourner who had lost
a elose relative. According to Jewish custom, it is the duty
of the mourner to refrain from work for one week. For
no other than personal reasons, some members of the com-
munity, in June, 1863, founded a second mutual benefit
organisation, the Jewish Mutual Aid Society, which gave
free medieal aid and medicine to members, up to fourteen
weeks' sick pay, free funerals and a Shivah allowance of
£10. Weekly fees varied according to age.! Some of the
Jewish community joined friendly societies nof conneeted
with their co-religionists. The Jews had a lot to do with
the re-establishment of the “Anecient Order of Druids” in
Victoria, espeecially Asher Barnard, the collector of the
Melbourne Synagogue, who took the chair when the order
re-opened, and Dr. 8. 1ffla, who also took a keen interest
in the movement.i?8

THE PERILS OF HAWKING

Liack of capital and credit and the lack of a skilled
trade, together with the instinctive dislike of Jews to seek
charity, forced many to seek a livelihood by hawking and
peddling, and they penetrated nearly every town and
hamlet in Vietoria. Danger lurked in the unfrequented,
unguarded back-roads of the eountryside. Aftacks against
them oceurred from time to time, and it is guite possible
that some lonely hawker, hardly known to anyone in
Victoria, may have disappeared mysteriously through lack
of food or because of murderous attack. Only through
chance were the bodies of Raphael H. Caro and his assis-
tant, Solomon Levy, found near Clarke’s Station, seventy
miles from Avoea. It was at first thought they had been
attacked by wild dogs, and then that they had died of
thirst, but the vigilant editor of the Maryborough news-
paper, probably Julius Vogel demanded a police enquiry
and it was discovered that they had both been murdered
for the jewellery they had been hawking.*?®* The Govern-




438 Australian Jewish Historical Society

ment offered a reward of £20%¢ for the diseovery of the
person or persons who had eommitted the erime, an amount
which, under pressure, it later increased to £100, but no
one claimed the reward offered.

At Carr’s Plains near Glenorchy, William Selby, in
1863, was found cruelly murdered under similar eircum-
stances to Care and Levy. He had no relatives in Vietoria,
and ten years later the community at Stawell, where he
was buried, erected a tombstone in his memory. Owing to
the lapse of time, the community had difficulty in locating
his grave.®¥!

Isaaec Himmelhaueh, a travelling jeweller, allowed a
man to sleep in the same cart as himself near Lindsey’s
Station, Spring Creek, and during the night the man
attacked Himmelhauch, stabbed him in the arm, hit him
over his head with an axe and robbed him of his jewellery.
The eculprit was eventually caught and received his just
deserts.*$?

Leopold Barnett, another hawker, had 250 ozs. of gold
on him belonging to Marcus Kuttner, of Black Creek. He
was waylaid by highway robbers, who took all his posses-
sions. In consequence of the robbery, Kutiner went
insolvent.*

In spite of these perils on the country roads, hawking
remained a frequent oecupation amongst Jews and is still
followed by them in the State of Victoria,

THE EARLY CLOSING ASSOCIATION

In Melbourne the Jewish shopkeepers suffered because
of the long hours they had to serve in their establishments,
and once again they encouraged the shop assistants,
through the Harly Closing Association, to enforee the
termination of business at 7 o'clock in the evening except
Saturdays. Among the signatories in favour of the resolu-
tion are to be found the names of A. E. & R. Alexander,
Nathan Nathan and S. H. Harris & Co. Because of past
experiences, Michael Cashmore and B, & 1. Hart added a
note fo their signatures signifying that they only agreed to
close at 7 o’clock if the movement became general *34
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CHATTER 3

COMMUNAL INSTITUTIONS IN THE PROVINCES

When the Jews spread to the many towns and hamlets
in Vietoria, their communal organisation followed a pat-
tern. About the month of August, before the High Festi-
vals, they would seek out their brethren in the viecinity,
and if sufficient numbers warranted it, they would form a
small hody to arrange services for the New Year and the
Day of Atonement. If their number was not sufficient for
a Minyan, they would resort, if possible, to the nearest
place where a public service was held. There were many
among the immigrants who were capable of eonducting a
service in Hebrew and in the particular traditional melodies
of the IHigh Holy Days. If it eould be arranged the
organisers would come to terms with one of the Synagogues
in Belbourne to lend them a Shofar—a ram’s horn blown
during the service on the New Year, and at the conclusion
of the service on the Day of Atonement—and for the loan
of a Sefer Torah—a Seroll of the Law—which enabled the
assembly to conduect the holy day services in a complete
fashion. For the ioan of these religious appurtenaneces the
synagogue in Melbourne would expect to receive any dona-
tions made by those who had been honoured to be called to
stand near the Sefer Torah whilst it was being read during
the service. It also expeeted to receive a deposit on the
Sefer Torah in case of damage as well as an assuranee that
it would be properly cared for, In settlements which
became large and permanent, the Jews would try to estab-
lish a weekly service on the Sabbath Day, and if that
beeame regular the community would contemplate building
a permanent place of worship.

As Geelong had inereased in size and importance
beeause the majority of prospective gold miners passed
through the “Pivot,” the number of Jews who permanently
resided there had also increased, and by June, 1854, they
were able to erect a wooden edifice on the land previously
granted* to the commumity by the Government. From
the laws of this Congregation, patterned on the laws of its
sister Congregation in Melhourne, it may be deduced that
gsome of the members must have been a rough and ready
type, for it passed a law:—"Should any member in the
course of debate use insulting or ungentlemanly language
or otherwise misbehave, he shall be fined a sum not exceed-




440 Australion Jewish Historical Sociely

ing 21s., and the Chairman shall have the sole power of
levying the same.”*¢ The following may also be gathered
from other laws of the Congregation:—"That when a girl
was born the father was expected to give lter a name in
the Synagogue; that when a member or a member’s relative
died, a roster of six other members was summmoned to attend
the funeral and if any refused, they were fined; that a
bridegroom and his close relatives and the close relatives
of the bride were expected to attend the Synagogue on the
Sabbath before and on the Sabbath after the marriage or be
prepared to suffer a fine of 10/6.4%" By 1860 the Congrega-
tion had advanced sufficiently for it to dismantle its
wooden edifice and to lay the foundation stone of a per-
manent briek building, whieh was completed in the follow-
ing year.*ss

At Ballarat, the Jews met in assembly for the first
time for the High Holy Days of 1853 at the Clarendon
Hotel in Lydiard Street, owned by Henry Harris, one of
their number, who encouraged his co-religionists to make
plans for the erection of a synagogue.*®® The consecration
of the Ballarat Synagogue took place in November, 1855.
It consisted of a large unpretentious building made of
wood and stood on Mount Zion**® in Barkly Street, opposite
the present Ballarat Fire Brigade Station. It was eapable
or holding a congregation of upwards of 200. One news-
paper “looked upon the Children of Israel making such an
investment in Ballarat as by no means the least significant
‘sign of the times’ upon the great western gold field.” The
Board of Management of the Ballarat Congregation was
determined to forestall any division in the community or
any competition, for it passed a law: “Any person attend-
ing any other place of worship in Ballarat eould be fined as
the President thought fit."#** The Ballarat Synagogue did
not remain long in its original position. The Ballarat East
Couneil desired the land in order to build its municipal
chambers. A determined dispute broke out between the
Couneil and the Congregation, the latter most adamant it
could not move because the land upon which the Syna-
gogue was built had been dedieated. I'inally the Congre-
gation was informed by the Minister of Lands that “the
public weal must prevail over all private rights,"#? and
with the Government granting the Congregation another
piece of land at the corner of Prinees and Barkly Streets
and the Council awarding £250 eompensation to the Con-
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gregation for its wooden edifice, the community decided to
move its Synagogue and build anew.**® Ilowever, the
Congregation beeame embroiled in far more serious trouble.
Two brothers, Benjamin and Frederiek Lloyd, refused to
quit the new land given by the Uovernment. They had
pitched canvas tents upon it and would not go unless they
received compensation. The Trustees of the Congregation
had to resort to the local poliee court and the trespassers
were fined 10/- or one month's imprisonment. The brothers
preferred to go to prison. They insisted upon their rights
and the court again fined the brothers £5 or 14 days gaol.
This time they paid the fine but they still continued to
trespass, and again they received the same penalty.*#!
Lioeal residents took sides, protests appeared in the press
and the matter almost became a cause célébre. The brothers
claimed they had lived on the land for 18 months, had
paid rates and taxes on it and held a letter from the Lands
Department to the effect that the grant to the Synagogue
was conditional upon the liloyd brothers receiving compen-
sation.**® The Synagogue finally paid them three sums of
£20, £7 and £5,*° hut apparently they did not consider it
sufficient, for they sold their rights to Joseph Pope, whom
the Trustees also had to sue for tvespass. The court fined
Pope a small sum. Not until 1874 did the Synagogue
receive a clear title.

The courl cases over, the Congregation proceeded with
the erection of the building, and in January, 1861, Charles
Dyte laid the foundation of the Synagogue, which was
completed two months later. 447

In the early days of Ballarat, the needy were cared
for by passing round the hat, but Simon Hamburger, dis-
satisfied with such a procedure, asked for signatures of all
wiHing to subseribe regularly to a society to give assistance
to the poor. Aboul 40 men signed, and early in 1857 the
Ballarat Jewish Philanthropie Society was formed. Soon
the Society had 58 members paying 6d. a week, and funds
accumulated to such an extent that it lent the Congrega-
tion £40 on a Promissory Note backed by the signatures of
the Synagogue Committee. The Society had great difficulty
in having the money returned.*®

By the end of 1854, Sandhurst showed signs of per-
manenece, and the Jews living there held services for the
High Holy Days at the “Cape of Good Hope Stores,” kept
by BMr. Helbrun near the present site of the Bendigo
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Advertiser.M® They also desired to build a hou;se of wor-
ship, and for that purpose sent a Memorial to Sir Charles
Hotham for a grant of land.*®® In December, 1855, the
Congregation aceepted a tender for a semi-permanent
weatherboard building, and in May, 1856, it conseerated
its Synagegue in Dowling Street.!

In August, 1855, at the diggings at (olden Point,
Mount Blackwood, in the Ballarat district, the Jewish resi-
dents held a meeting at the shop of Colen & lLievinson,
Main Street, “having for its objeet the formation of a
temporary Shool for the coming Yom Tovim.” A motion
was carried that each member at the meeting subscribe a
sum for the purpose of obtaining the loan of a Sefer Toral
for the High Holy Days.#? About 30 men subseribed,
which enabled the group to offer the Melbourne Congrega-
tion £30 towards the completion of its Synagogue, with
the regret "that more could not be donated beeause of other
incidental expenses attached to the undertaking.” The
Congregation accepted the offer and lent the Sefer Torah,
with the stipulation, which two of the Mount Blackwood
representatives had to sign, that if the Sefer was not
returned in good condition within one month they would
be liable to a fine of £50.4% The lead at Mount Blackwood
soon petered out and most of the Jews in the township
moved on to Ballarat.®™

In July, 1857, Joel Hart wrote from Beechworth to
the Melbourne congregations informing them that the
Jewish residents in the surrounding ecountryside had
formed a committee of which he was Hon. Secretary, in
order to arrange services for Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur, The Congregation numbered over 60 and had
need of a Scfer Torah and Shofar. It received acceptances
from the two Melbourne synagogues, so it sent the proceeds
from the Aliyoth to the congregation which sent the
religions requisites, and as a compensatory gesture sent
the other a sum of £5.'%F By April, 1861, only two Jews
lived in Beechworth. %0

Not many Jews lived in Maryborough, but they, too,
held services for the High Festivals in 1857 without any of
the usual religious equipment, but they did make a collec-
tion for the new synagogue which had shortly before
opened in Melbourne, the Mikveh Yisrael Synagogue, which
became better known as the East Melbourne Congrega-
tion.*s7
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At Pleasant Creck, serviees were held for the High
Holy Days in 1858, probably at the draper’s store of 3.
Isaaeson, from which the Iast Melbourne Congregation
benefited by the sum of £12/15/-, and services at Ararat
brought them in the sum of £10.438

In exchange for the loan of a Sefer Torah and Shofar,
B. Marks, on behalf of the Jews at Back Creek, agreed
to give security for their safe return, to pay the expenses
of transit and to hand over all the offerings to the Mel-
bourne Congregation.®™ M. D. Cohen, of Castlemaine, also
asked for the loan of a Sefer Toral for Holy Day services,
and received it on the same terms as Marks, of Back
Creek."®®. The offerings at Castlemaine reached £10.4%

CONGREGATIONAL EXPANSION IN THE
METROPOLLS

At the Quarterly General Meeting of the Melbourne
Congregation in Marech, 1852, a prominent member said:
“As our Congregation is inereasing daily, it is rendered
necessary that an additional room be procured for an
additional place of worship on the next New Year and Day
of Atoncment, as our Synagogue will not contain the
quantity of people who will doubtless be in Melbowrne at
that period.”% Accordingly, an “Overflow Service” w:s
held in the Hall of the Synagogue for the High Holy Days,
the worshippers being enrolled as members and granted all
privileges exeept seats in the main building.#%3 Both places
of worship were so obviously over-crowded that immediately
after the Iloly Days, a number of meetings were held so as
“to procure plans and specifieations and tenders and other
preliminaries for the purpose of enlarging the Synagogue
as required.”™9% Owing to the very high cost of labour and
maicrials, the lowest tender amounted to £8,000, but the
Congregation, after strenuouns efforts, could only collect
£5,000, Nevertheless, if deeided to enlarge the Synagogue
by providing the skeleton of a building to he finished at a
future time. ™ As it was not convemient to commence
rebuilding until after the Holy Days of 1853, serviees were
held at the store of the Benjamin brothers besides the two
services held on the Synagogue premises.®® By the follow-
ing year the new Synagogue was in a sufficient state of
completion as to allow for the services temporarily to he
held there,*®7 but lack of finanee hegan to worry the Con-
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gregation, and speeial loans had to be negotinted to pay
current accounts%® From thal time onward the Syna-
gogue never seemed fto unravel itself from finaneial
embarrassment, whieh often havassed its progress and
affected the welfare of its officers. The Committec
attempted to relicve its immediate straits by writing to the
Government for permission to lease the rear part of the
Synagogue grounds which faced Little Bourke Street,™?
and lhope never left the breasts of the Jewish community
that the Government would relent n its attitude in refus-
ing to grant State Aid to the Jews. Although the Congre-
gation conscerated iis new Synagogue in April, 1855, it
was far from complete™ Lack of finance even delayed
the installation of gas in the Synagozue, whieh the Com-
mittee decided "o lay on as soon as therve is sufficient funds
to defray the expenditure.” Not until lute in 1858 was the
Synagogue building finally completed through the munifi-
cenee of one of its members 47t

THE SEPITARDIAL

The small number of Spanish and Portugiese Jews who
lived in Mlelbeurne expressed s wish to eonduet their own
scrviees for the Liigh IHoly Days.?™® Whilst their form of
Iiturgy differs but little from that of the castern European
Jews on week-days and Sabbaths, vet, for the igh Iloly
Days their aucient traditional melodies are quite distinet
and the poetical parts of the service are also different.
Some of their eustoms alse vary. In London, the Sephardi
and Ashkenazi authorities co-operated with each other, and
wlhen the influx of the Ashkenazim swamped the Sephar-
dim the former did not expeect the latter te amalgamate
in regard to their ritual and customs. On the contrary,
the Ashkenazim encouraged the Spanish and Portugnese
Jews to retain as many of their traditional ways as pos-
sible.£3 This was the attitude of the Melbourne Congrega-
tion when it received an applieation from the Sephardim
to conduet special services of their own for the High Holy
Days of 1854, an application which was gladly granted.
These Sephardie services were held for a number of years
in the schoolroom. Some of the poorer Jews who eould not
afford to pay pew rent or who did nof want to pay took
advantage of the sitnation by attending these services
instead of going elsewhere, whieh would have involved



The Early Jewish Seltlers in Victoria 445

them in some ecost. The Committee of the Congregation
then found it neeessary to warn 1L, C. Pirani, who was in
charge, “that lie should take every precaution in his power
to restrict the said Minvan to gentlemen of the Sephardi
Minhag.™ Apparently, in spite of all precautions, wor-
shippers entered without paying any pew rent, for in the
following year the Commitlee decided to conduet services
in the “Urest Synagogue” only'™ The Sephardim that
year lheld Day of Atonement serviees in a private home
only, in Stephen Strecet.t™ This may have heen an attempt
by the Sephardim to form their own synagogue, for Daniel
and John de Pass, Solomon Belifante and 1. 5. Henrigues
—all names well known in London Jewry—and others
applied to Bevis Marks, London, for help to establish a
Sephardi community.*™* This did not materialise, for ihe
number of Sephardim who really wanted to make a distine-
tion between Ashkenazi and  Sephardi ritual slowly
diminished until eventually the Spanish Jews could not
muster a Minyvan and had io rely upon spectators from
the main Synagogue to make up the nceessary ¢uorum
for the Iloly Day serviees.™ After this experience the
Sephardim sought no further official division from the
Ashkenazim,

A DIVISION IN THE COMMUNITY

(lenerally, the members of the community were united
and had no desire or intention 1o defleet from the authority
assumed by the elected Committee of the Melbourne Con-
eregation. However, a division did oeeur, unexpectedly
and threugh a small incident which magnified inte 2 major
issuc. Nathanicl Levi complained that Rintel did not
atiend & Monday morning scrvice when his wife went to
reeite prayers after her confinement.*™ Rintel stated that
he considered the laws under which he was engaged as
Minister did not impose upon him the duty of aftending
Divine Serviee at the Synagogue on any days but Sahbaths
and Festivals. The Committee then resolved “that having
hicard the charge made by My, N. Levi and Rev, Rintel's
defenee thereto: Consider that the Minister committed a
dereliction of his duty in being absent from Divine Service
on the oceasion relerred to,*8 and the Committee regrets
that the Rev. Gentleman should have laid himself open to
animadversion in this respeet. And they eannot pass over
the cireumstance without expression of their entire dis-
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approbation of the view taken by the Minister in respect
to the duties appertaining to his office.”

The Committee’s resolution eaused an uproar in the
Congregation, and members called a special requisition
meeting to erase the resolution against Rintel from the
Minute Book. After a stormy debate the motion for
erasure was put and lost by 31 votes to 35.481 Rintel
resigned as Minister of the Melbourne Congregation, whieh
took effect from the Ist April. 1857.482

Rintel was young and foreeful, and did not allow the
grass to grow under his feet. With speedy cnergy he estab-
lished another econgregation with the assistance of his
brother-in-law, Henri J. Ilart, and attracted to it about
30 members of the old Synagogue'™ and the foreign
clement who always looked with suspicion upon their
" veserved linglish brethren. It also drew any who could not
obtain privileged membership at the Melbourne Synagogue
and those who observed the Sabbath and who did not care
to walk the long distance o the old Synagogue in Bourke
Street West. Riuntel wisely established his Synagogue close
to the Jewish residential distriet in Bast BMelbourne, and
conducted his serviees in Spring Street in premises
formerly used by the Melbourne Grammar Sehool.t¥* He
called the Congregation, “Mikveh TYisrael Melbourne
Synagogue,” but later it became generally known as the
Last Melbourne Hebrew Congregation,

Becaase of Rintel's popularity with the foreign element
and 2 goodly portion of the BEnglish Jews, because of hisg
untiring energy, the support he received from his influen-
tial brother-in-law, and the wisdom of cstablishing the
Synagogue within the Jewish residential area, he sue-
ceeded beyvond his own hopes, and his Congregation grew
so that he had to remove from Spring Street to Latrobe
Street and later from Latrobe Street to Lonsdale Street. 483
The relationship between Rintel and his old Congregation
was not a happy one, and to add to the chagrin of the
latter, Rintel applied to the Government for a grant of
land for a Hebrew school, which the Governor-in-Council
approved. Later, the Government presented to the Trustees
of the BMikveh Yisrael Synagogue for the Jews in Vietoria,
a Crown Grant of land at the corner of Stephen Street
and Little Lonsdale Street.#8® Previously the Melbourne
Congregation was successful in preventing the Mikveh
Yisrael Synagogue from obtaining a grant for a house of
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worship. Afraid that it would lose its leadership in Jewish
aflairs, as well as members, the Melbourne Synagogue sent
2 deputation to the Board of Lands and Works requesting
a grant of land to build a second synagogue in Bast hlel-
bourne® Its reguest was not fulfilled, and the Committee
passed a resolution, "that no person taking part in Minyan
with sir. Rintel exeept by permission of the President
shall hold office with the Congregation whatsoever, 5

When the Government approved the grant for a
Hebrew school, it left the choice of T'rustees to the Mikveh
Yisracl Synagogue® ldighly displeased, the Melbourne
Congregation sought interviews with the Lands Depart-
ment and the Governor," seeking the right to take part
in the election of Trustees, basing their claim that the
grant was given to all the Jews in Vietoria and that their
choice of 'I''ustees was more representative of the com-
munity, All their influence did nol prevail against the
fovesight and the wisdom of the Governor, who finally
informed them, “that having as promised made cnquiries
into the circumstances conneeted with the appointment of
Trustees for a site for a school granted to the Jews residing
in the Fastern part of the City of Melbourne, His lixeel-
lency finds no grounds for interfering in this matter as
this sehool will be open to all children of Jewish parents
whilst there is nothing to prevent the Congregation in
West Bourke Street from erecting another sehool on their
land if they prefer so doing.’!

Un 28th December, 1859, Morris Nelson laid the
cornerstone of the building, which included the inserip-
tion: “T'o commemorate the laying of the foundation stone
ol the Jewish School in connection with the Mikveh Yisrael,
Fast Melbourne Synogogue.” After a few months the Con-
gregation moved from lLonsdale Street to Stephen Street
and worshipped in the small building, far from completed,
and where the children also partook of religious instrue-
tion. 12 There is no deubt that the executive of this Syna-
gogue were more interested in the status of their Congre-
gation than in edueation, for in 1863 it tried to have the
terms of its grant alfered. According to the grant its pur-
pose was for the establishment of a school, It now desired
to have the word school altered to “chureh® (sic.). In
spite of all Rintel’s efforts, the request failed. Nevertheless,
the building econtinued to be used as a Synagogue and
education continued to be a secondary eonsideration,
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SUBURBAN MINYANIM

No one opposed 3, de Becr and 1. l.enenberg when,
before the Iligh lloly Days in 1861, they approached the
rast Melbourne Synagogue for the loan of a Sefer Torah
and Shofar to eonduet serviees at St. Kilda. It readily
agreed.™  From the proceeds the Synagogue gained
£12/15/6.4%%  The {following year the Bast Melbourne
Synagogue provided the necessary reguisites onee again, 0
but even after being asked for the proceeds of the offer-
ings, the St. Kilda Minyan kept the money.*? From 1861
onwards, the St. Kilda Minyan held services every year on
the Iligh Ioly Days, and though an attempl was made to
form a braneh Synagogue in St. Kilda as a part of the
Melbourne Congregation, the proposition did not materia-
lise. ™% A gimilar proposition to form as a hranch of the
East Melbourne Synogogue alse brought a negative
result.*® It appears the St. Kilda Jews had an idea of
forming a Congregation of their own without being depen-
dent on anyone. They eventually did.

Some of the Jews from Bastern Burope preferred to
pray i the homely atmosphere of a private home rather
than in the impersonal atmosphere of a larger synagogue,
and, therefore, Joseph Avinsky formed a private Minyan
of his own.»" He may also have formed his Minyan so as
to eonduet three services daily as required by Jewish law.

The larger synagogues did not conduct all of the statutory
scrvices,

CHAPTER 4
THE MINISTER AND HIS CONGREGATION

At the time of the gold rush, Rintel was the only
Jewish Binister in Vietoria, and the immediate effeet of
the rising cost in living and commodities was that he almost
found it impossible tc make ends meet. Circumstances
forced him to ask continually for a rise in salary, which
sometimes met with suecess™! and sometimes with a curt
rebuff, but the unwritten and unspoken thought of his
Board of Management and Boards of Management of other
congregations, which were to be created later, was to keep
the minister upon a salary whieh would just cover his bare
necessities, In spite of the smallness of their remuneration,
these ministers were all men devoted to their task, who
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gave of their best and displayed goodwill fowards their
flocks., It was sometimes reciprocated. With the growing
population, however, the intimaey and warmth towards
the minister and the paid officers of the congregation dis-
appeared and they were treated like employees instead of
men holding saered office. A number of ineidents occurred
which seriously spoiled the harmony of the community, and
the saluried officers were far from pleased, When the
Tunds of the Alelbourne Congregation decreased, the
initial step of the Committec was 1o retrench the sularies
of the officers, and Rintel had to agree to a reduction of a
quarter of his annual salary towards the liguidation of the
congregational debis." In addition, Rintel had to forego
all his perquisities, his fees for marriages, funerals and
Bris ceremonies, and his vigorous protest availed him
nought.®?® In 1857 the Congregation altered its laws, and
one affected its officers seriously, for it ruled that they were
appointed yearly and had to apply each year for reinstate-
ment."™ When the Comumittee wrote to Rintel and com-
plained of “the unseemly eondition of the seats and floor
of the Synagogue™ and suggested that he take steps to have
them cleaned,®® Rintel ecould contain himself no longer,
and in unmistakable terms he expressed his thoughts to
the Committee, which passed a unanimous resolution “that
the letter from Rev. Mr. Rintel respeeting the cleaning of
the Synagogue not being couched in appropriate terms, the
same be returned to him with a copy of this resolution,”s¢¢
Rintel almost had to beg for a refund for eoach hire which
he had expended in performing a funeral service on a child
for whom no eoach had been provided to convey the corpse
to the cemetery “in consequence of the parents being
unable to bear such expense.” Before reeeiving payment
from the charity box, Rintel had to explain “that the rain
was coming down heavily at the time, with every appear-
ance of its continuing so for some time, and he, therefore,
took it wpon himself to procure a black coach, as he con-
sidered earrying a corpse through the rain is equally
against decency as against the Din."%7 If the Committee
had taken a less autocratic and rigid attitude towards its
Minister there would have been no need for a division in
the community. Thus they were informed by the Chief
Rabbi, who was distressed by the ocecurrence and who
pointed out that trained, efficient ministers were difiieult
to obtain and suggested Rintel should be re-engaged.t®®
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When the Chief Rabbi’s letter arrived the division had
widened to suely an extent that reconciliation then became
impraeticable,

Although Rintel may have been somewhat apprehen-
sive when he created a new congregation, it was not long
before he had good reason to he satisfled with his position.
ITighly respected amongst the non-Jewish community as
well as his own, he prospered, as did his Congregation. He
did not prosper from his salary, because he did not reccive
any. Ile went into business and was moderately sucecessful,
reeeiving sterling support from his brother-in-law, Henri
J. Hart.5® Nominally the Synagogue was managed by a
Commitiee. Virtvally it was “Rintel’s Shool” and known
ag such amongst the community. When the Congregation
prospered il gave Rintel a salary,™° in addition to special
votes on speeial oceasions, such as when the Synagogue was
consecrated.?! To maintain eontrol of his Congregation,
Rintel acted as a Trustec, as Hen. Seerctary and as a
member of the Board of Management., Kven then, many
of the Committee were not aceustomed to treat the Minister
as an cqual and proposed that paid officers should not
attend Committes meetings, but Rintel informed them that
the motion was contrary to the laws of the Congregation
and the President ruled the motion out of order.™? Rintel
remained master of his Congregation for many long years,
but at the end the element which considered that the flock
mritst be master of the minister suceeeded, and at the time
of Rintel's decath his Synagogue was not a happy place.

When Rintel resigned from the Melbourne Congrega-
tion there was no lack of eandidates in the eity from which
to ehoose anolher Minister, and after an exhaustive trial,
Emanuel M. Myers was selected. He was not given the
satisfaction of a permanent appointment and received the
temporary post on condition that he was willing fo obey
the laws of the Congregation, the President and the Com-
mittee.”3 He did not fare better than iis predecessor.
Iis saerifice and sineerity were never appreciated. The
Congregation kept him in continual suspense as a tem-
porary officer and upon a miserable salary. In order to
retain his non.-permanent position he later also had to
accept the secretarial duties of the Congregation. At one
time the Committee would not permit him to communicate
directly with the Chief Rabbi, but later relented and
allowed him to eorrespond on religious matters only. Yet,
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when the Chief Rabbi sent Myers an open letter in the
same package as the Synagogue correspondence, the Com-
mittee disputed as to whether or not it should open the
letter and read it. Some were of the opinion that the letter
was open and should be read, others thought that as Myers
had permission to write to the Chief Rabbi it should be
handed over to him, but he should send them a eopy. They
decided to read the letter.5™ Myers had to endure many
humiliations in addition to a low salary and continual
financial embarrassment. e informed the Committee that
he owed £300 and requested them to help him, but after a
diseussion they told him they could not do so.f% Myers
then filed his schedule in the bankruptey court.58 The
Committee then suspended him from duty until a special
General Meeting, where he spoke in his defence and said
he had no alternative but to do as he did. At a creditors’
meeting, debts were proven for the amount of £110, and
for sueh a comparatively small sum the Congregation
allowed its name to be dragged through the Insolvency
Court and its Minister ruined. Perhaps pangs of con-
seicnee made the Committee offer Myers a sum of money,
which he considered insufficient. 1le acquicsced to the next
offer and sent in his resignation.®” It also gave him a
testimonial, but only the Secretary was instructed to sign
it,"’% and so ended seven hard years of trial with the Mel-
bourne Congregation for Emanuel M. Myers. Sadly he
left Melbourne and Australia, and entered a new life in
Canada,”® whilst the Congregation sought a new Minister
from England.

In the larger country centres of (eelong, Sandhurst
and Ballarat, the Jewish community, after they had built
their synagogues also appointed ministers to serve them
from men who had already migrated to Vietoria. These
country ministers also had to act as the Shochet, Mohel,
Cantor and Teacher of their respective communities.
Geelong appointed Jacob Levy,®® who had served in
Launceston, whilst Sandhurst seleeted Isaae Friedman,®!
a pious man who had previously been in business in Hobart.
David Isaacs, the minister appointed by the Ballarat Jews,
as an Englishman and as a bachelor, did not measure up to
the standards of learning and piety required by the eastern
European migrants, Aeccording to Jewish law, a minister
should be a married man52 A bitter quarrel broke out in
the ecommunity, which resulted in the resignation of Isaacs,
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who sued the Congregation for a sum he alleged was owing
to him. At the last moment the ecase was settled out of
court, with Isaaes returning to New Zealand, where he
had onee acled as a minister to a cougregation. The Balla-
rat community thought that it conld not do better now
than ask the Chief Rabbi to send out a fully trained, quali-
fied man from Ingland, hut they were astounded when the
Rev. Samuel Herman arrvived. e was an aged man, close
on 70 years of age,®® unable to give an address in Lng-
lish.?™ T{owever, he was far superior in Talmudieal know-
ledge to any other minister in Vietoria. IHe also had a
pleasant voice. But gencrally the Congregalion was not
pleased with him beeause of his infirmity and old age.

THE PROBLEMS OF SHECHITAI

Before the inrush of migrants to Vietoria, Rintel
slanghtered sufficient Kosher meat for the nceds of the
Melbourne community. Many of them, beecause of previous
difficulties in obtaining supplies, did not adhere as strietly
to the dietary laws as they would have done under ordinary
cireumstances. When the new migrants eame out they
were appalled at the negligence with which the dietary
laws were kept and were indignant that the eommunity
did not have a Shochet who ocenpied himself only with the
task of Shechital. In ISurope, every Jewish community of
a size eyual to Melbourne had sueh a funetionarvy. The lay
leaders of Melbourne Jewry apparently had also been lax
in other respeets as well, for 26 members signed a requisi-
tion for a mecting, “as they were anxious that the Congre-
gation should be enabled to obtain Kosher meat, ritual
haths, and attendants on the sick and dead.”2% The result
of the meeting bhrought forth another resolution, “that a
Commitee of five gentlemen be appointed to enquire into
the probability of procuring and supplying the Jews of
Melbourne with Kosher meat at all times when necessary,
and that a soeiety for attending to the last rites of the dead
be forthwith established and empowered by the sanction
of the Synagogue to frame laws and do all necessary work
conneeted with such institutions and that funds be provided
by the Synagogue for that purpose.”

The Committee of the Congregation had become so
aceustomed to laxity in these laws which the Jews from
overseas regarded as vital, that they did not take the
matter seriously enough. They intimated that the Syna-
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goguc officials and voluntary workers could look after the
dead and that Rintel killed enough Kosher meat to supply
the community. Complaints must have heen sent to the
Chief Rabbi, for he severely reprimanded the Congrega-
tion and wrote in the following terms, which could not have
explained the position more clearly :—526

. -« L hereby beg to inform you that several eomplaints have been
made to me relative to the insufficient supply of lawful meat at
Methourne. T deeply regret that a Congregation whieh has given
repeated proof of religious zeal by the costly enlargement of their
Synagogue and by other similar acecomplishments wonld negleet o
matter which is of such vital importance {o the preservation of ours
faith., The difficulty of obtaining Koesher meat tempts any young
man to eat forbidden foods; having once commenced it is very diffi-
cult for them to cease, and a habit is thus formed which not only
endures throughout life but even descends to further generations.
Such & growing evil must be erushed at the root, and encrgetic
measures should at once be taken to provide an ample supply of
Kosher meat,

Now, I feel convinced that the Rev, Mr. Rintel having to dis-
charge several duties cannot supply a sufficient quantity, but if you
authorise me to find you another Shochet to assist Mr, Rintel, at
the same time forwarding the means of covering the expenses of the
journey, I will undertake to send you an efficient Shochet whoe will
not demand a very high salary,

The additional expense which may be inceurred by sueh na step
can be defrayed by the contributions of your own members, and of
English Jewish immigrants in your fown, many of whom lhave
assured me in their letters that they would be most happy to eontri-
bute towards such an undertaking providing application be made to
them by parties duly appointed for that purpose by the Congrega-
tion, T trust that the above suggestion will be acted upon without
delay, . . .

The Congregation’s reply was a masterpieee of equivo-
cation.®¥7 It claimed the Chief Rabbi had given credence
to ex parfe statements, and went on to state that a Speeial
Commitice for two wvears had tried to malke arrangements
for procuring a sufficient supply of lawful meat, but had
to contend with insurmountable difficulties. They asserted
they had to overcome the difficulty of obtaining a slaughter
house, as well as a butcher, to ensure regular supplies.
The funds were inadequate to support an additional
Shochet, whilst the charges for labour and necessaries were
exorbitant and, in any case, labour could not be obtained
at any price. There were also many other local difficulties,
They forgot to include one more difieulty—a lack of suffi-
cient zeal in regard to Shechitah matters,

The Chief Rabbi’s letter roused the leaders of the
community to their responsibilities and they formed a
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Shechitalh Board which authorised David Benjamin, then
procecding to Liondon, to consult with the Chief Rabbi with
the view of appointing a Shochet.™® They at the same time
advertised in the Australian press and received an applica-
tion from 1. L. Harris, of Hobart Town. He only possessed
the Kabbalah-—the certificate of fituess and ability—of his
Iveal Minister, Rabbi Herman tHoelzel, which the Board at
first thought insuffieient, for they required a man who held
the Chief Rabbi’s testimonial % Isaac Pulver had onece
acted as a Minister and Shochet in Bngland under the
authority of the Chiel Rahbi and, therefore, he was on the
Shechital Board. He was approached if he would like to
act as the Melbourne Shochet.?® Pulver accepted the post,
and when A, 8. de Young donated £200 towards his first
year's salary, the financial diffieully was also solved, at
least for a year.®®' The Shechitah Board also solved the
problem of a purveyor, which post was accepted by Eaton
& Bennet, of Stephen Street, who consented to supply meat
every morning at market prices and to call for orders and
send meat home, 581

Obviously the Kosher meat trade did not pay Eaton
& Bennet, for they relinguished their appointment,®? and
over the years one of the Congregation’s main sources of
worry was to find an aceeptable butcher, and they changed
from one to another in an almost unending chain, Many
in the eommunity preferred a Jewish purveyor, beeause
when meat was sold by a non-Jew it necessitated the
appointment of a Shomer—a supervisor—to be present
when Kosher meat was sold so that it should not be mixed
with any other. This task was in many cases carried out
by the Shochet, which meant that Kosher meat could only
be purchased during certain specified hours when the
Shochet was available and not engaged on other duties.

When Rintel formed his own Congregation, the poorer
members of the community joined it. They found the price
of Kosher meat too expensive for their pockets and Rintel,
an their behalf, applied to the Melbourne Synagogue for
the abolition of the special tax of id. a lb. on Kosher meat
for non-members for the maintenance of the Shochet.’33

The Melbourne Synagogue refused the application.
Rintel then did a most unexpected thing. He trained I, M.
Goldreich as a Shoehet and gave him Kabbalah, and Gold-
reich also acted as Second Reader of Rintel's Congrega-
tion."* A feature of the Kabbalah issuned by Rintel was
a signed statement by Godreich that he would not shave
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his face with a razor, as preseribed by Biblical law, and
that if ever Rintel forbade him to aet, he promised not to
slaughter animal or fowl even for his own consumption.’s
Learning that Rintel was about to issue a XKabbalah, the
Melbourue Synagogue wrote to the Chief Rabi informing
him of what Rintel had done, and asked for permission for
Pulver to train Shochtim as well.?3%

Pulver needed assistance. Ile did not enjoy good
health. Moreover, the members and Committee of his Con-
gregation gave him no peace and continually eomplained
about him. IHs Committee once told him that “his liberal
salary and bonuses from the buteher should induee him to
carry out his duties.”®7 His liberal salary was such that
it kept him in eontinual poverty,®® and he had to augment
his income by introducing the baking of unleavened bread
to Melbourne.” Time and time again he threatened to
resign if his salary was not inereased, but they informed
him he would also have to act as Second Reader of the Con-
gregation if he wanted extra money.#® Ile had to accept.
ile had no alternative. Inecreasing bad health, plus the
increasing unjustifiable complaints, led him to rvesign
finally from the Congregation which he had faithfully
served as a Committeeman and as a paid officer.%*

A Gilbertian situation then arose in the Melbourne
Congregation. Two candidates, Louis (oldsiein and
Phillip Phillips, bitterly struggled for Pulver’s vacant post.
At an eleetion, Phillips defeated Goldstein by a few votes.
But they had both made serious allegations against each
other’s private life, and whilst the Congregation aecepted
Goldstein’s exeuse, it wrote to the Chief Rabbi for a
decision coneerning Phillips.®2 Meanwhile, Goldstein did
the work. Consternation, however, broke out when the
Chief Rabbi replied unfavourably both in the case of Gold-
stein®? and in the case of Phillips, and the Committee had
no alternative but to advertise anew for a Shochet, which
brought one reply—from Goldreich, whose Kabbalah the
Congregation would not recognise as it contained Rintel's
stamp.”* Further correspondence with the Chief Rabbi
exonerated Goldstein, and he later reinstated Phillips as a
Shochet, but the latter not having praetised for some con-
siderable time, it became necessary for him to undergo
another examination in Melbourne. Pulver and others
refused to examine Phillips,*® and the Gilbertian situation
remained of Phillips, the official Shochet, being unable to
work, whilst his rival, Goldstein, the defeated eandidate,
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reaped the reward. Goldstein’s nominal temporary position
did net prevent his Congregution from employing him with
striet diseipline. Once when e employed a porger without
permission, they fined him 30/-.

Adter a most satisfactory assoelation with Rintel,
Uoldreieh, in 1864, decided to aeecept a post elsewhere.
Rintel had on one occasion reduced his own salary so as to
increase (oldreiel’s stipend.® The Bast Mclbourne Con-
gregation appointed Pulver as its Shochet.®” It had con-
tineal trouble as well with its purveyors, of which the
folowing is but one example. One Friday, Pulver, when
visiting a home of a member, noticed veal on the table
marked Kosher. Pulver had net killed any veal that week.
He went round to the members checking up and came to
the conclusion that they had eaten Trefah. The revelation
shocked the eommunity, especially when a former work-
man revealed that the buteher’s elerk, Charlie, marked meat
as Kosher especially during Passover, when supply could
not meet the demand. The Congregation decided to take
legal advice, and though at a meeting with the butcher and
his men explanations were given, the Congregation finally
decided to change the purveyor.™8

The proper supply of Kosher meat has ever remained
an irrvitating problem to the community.

MATZAH

For many years the eommunity imported its Matzah
from Sydney, but the new migrants saw no reason why the
Matzah could not be baked in Melbourne. Just as in the
case of meat, the Synagogues assumed the right to saper-
vise its manufaeture, and before any haker could commence
operations he had to receive approval from the Committee
of one of the respective Congregations which appointed
supervisors to inspect the procedure of preparation and
baking.”*® The first to rveceive permission from the Mel-
bourne Congregation was Pulver, who in 1856 was the sole
supplier of Matzah in Vietoria," but when the Melbourne
community divided, the Congregations gave permission to
any baker who adhered fo Jewish law. Monopolies were
not encouraged and competition, therefore, hecame keen
and profits small. Further reductions in profits occurred
when the Matzah bakers formed themselves into “The Mel-
bourne Association for making Passover Cakes” and
decided to supply the poor at eost price.® Ielbourne did
not lack Jews in need.
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BURIAL RITES

Al established communities overseas included a
Chevrah Kadisha. The members of this type of society
carried out the last rites voluntarily, washing the body,
shrouding it and then arranging for its burial. In most
communities the members of the society would be restricted
to the pious and those who strietly adhered to Jewish law.
One of the complaints of the new migrants to the Chief
Rabbi was that the Melbourne community had no organised
Chevrah Kadisha.5"* The last rites were carried out by the
appointed paid officcrs of the Melbourne Congregation and
whosoever wanted fo help, whether they were orthodox or
not. The newcomers considered this not in accordanee with
Jewish praetice, The Congregation was more concerned
with carrying out the burials in accordance with Jewish
law rather than with the choice selection of personnel to
perform the last rites. The Melbourne Congregation also
insisted in carrying out the last rites, as it then retained
some of its power to control its own members and the
community. If any reealeitrant member failed to obey its
edicts, it could refuse burial. It once denied burial to the
child of & member who had been fined and refused to pay.
Only when the account was discharged in full did the
Congregation bury the child.’s3

With the increase of population, the Government
closed the old cemetery in West Melbourne and opened the
Melbourne General Cemetery in Carlton, where the Jewish
community were allowed one acre upon which it built a
Metahar House.?™ When Rintel formed his own Congre-
gation, the Melbourne Synagogue applied for a portion of
the General Cemetery to be set aside for itself,?®5 but the
Trustees stated it could not be done5® This Congregation
and some of the country communities sought fo establish
private cemeteries, but they were informed they had to
abide by the general rule in Vietoria of all denominations
sharing a general cemetery, special portions being set aside
for each religious f2ith.5* Sinee the Melbourne Congre-
gation had built the Metahar House, it took away the keys
and would not allow Rintel the use of the House unless he
applied first to the Secretary, who would ask the President,
who would grant permission if he so desired.’*” Although
it stated it had no desire to interfere with the formation of
other congregations, the Melbourne Synagogue informed
the Trustees of the General Cemetery that no need existed
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in Melbourne for another synagogue, but it would be pre-
pared ito shave the Metahar House with any other new
congregation if it shared in the eost of the building and its
maintenanee.?® It knew that Rintel’s Synagogue had no
funds. Though the Cemetery Trustees suggested that the
keys of the Metahar Ilouse he handed baek to the Sexton,
and Rintel, later, again applied for the keys, the Melbourne
Congregation remained adamant and stated that the keys
belonged to them and they intended to retain them.?®

Hon. J. F. LEVIEN

In 1857, the Committees of both of the Melbourne
Synagogues each appointed a new type of honorary officer,
a2 “"Kabronim CGabbai,” whose duties ineluded arranging all
details for funerals, and on many occasions this officer
earned the heartfelt appreciation of mourners and the com-
munity for the sympathy and understanding displayed.5¢?

In many of the country places the loeal authorities set
aside a portion of land for Jewish burials and often
appointed a Trustee of the Jewish faith to wateh the
interests of the local community.’®* In Ballarat, before the
Jewish portion of the cemetery had been allotted, Chris-
tians had been buried there, and the Trustees sent a list of
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such interments lo the Congregation for the purpose of
record. ™ 1t may not have been correet according to the
strict letter of the Jewish law fo aeccept sueh a picee of
ground, but perhaps the Ballarat eommunity did not look
a gift horse in the mouth. Rintel, in seeking a better
arrangement for his Synagogue in regard to burials, musk
have used some of his influence in the publication of an
Order-in-Couneil which the Government issued in 1864,
allowing burials in the Old West Melbourne Cemetery for
those who possessed a plot of land there. It was a surprise
deeision, for the cemetery had been closed for ten years.
Rintel was appeinted a Trustee. Ilowever, three years
later the Government decided to close the eemetery finally,
and no more burials there were permitied.5st

CHAPTER 5

THE PROBLEMS OF EDUCATION

Many of the migrants, whilst recognising the Mel-
bourne Congregation as the leading Jewish body in Vie-
toria, expressed dissatisfaction at its tardiness in providing
sufficient Jewish education for the childven, and at “an
adjourned preliminary meeting of the provisional com-
mittee of the proposed Jews' Iiducational Establishment,”
held on 24th June, 1855, a resolution was passed to apply
to the Congregational authorities for the use of the small
Synagogue as a sehoolroom.®® The Congregation, jealous
of its reputation, refused the request on the grounds that
the small Synagogue was needed as “the” place of worship,
and it even defeated an amendment “that the Committee
will be most happy to eo-operate with the provisional eom-
mittee named in the prospectus.”® Instead, it formed its
own sub-committee “to report on the best means of estab-
lishing a proper scheme for educating the rising generation
of this community,”52? '

The report of the sub-committee™?® indicated it had
delved thoroughly into the subject. Several plans had been
submitted to the members of this sub-commiitee, which
they refused to recommend although recognising the zeal
and care with which they had been prepared. One body of
men desired that the whole educational system should be
left in their hands, a proposal which the Congregation
could certainly not accept. They did not favour 8. Ham-
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burger’s scheme because it was essentially a private
speenlation, nor did they accept Angel Ellis's idea of creat.
ing a Joint-Stoek Proprictary Seheme. Rintel's verbal
educational project was considered us totally insufficient
to meet the desired end. They considered it ineonsistent
with the advaneced stale of sceiety to compromise on so
vital a matter as edueation by attempting to establish a
system iosuffieient in itself and unegual to the reguire-
ments of the age. Though they recognised that the youth
of the communily should be taught the tenets and lan-
guage of the religion of their forefathers, it did not neces-
sarily follow that they should bhe imperfectly instructed in
those branches of secular knowledge indispensable fo the
proper discharge of the wvarious duties of life. They
believed an enlightened general edueation was indispen-
sible to the due dpplouahon of the duties and responsihili-
ties of parents and eitizens,

After very eareful investigation, the members of the
sub-committee 1&(30111111(311(1@(1 the adoption of the system
known as the “National, Model and '1‘1'a1nmg Schools.”
These schools, they stated offered the maximum of eduea-
tion at a minimum of cost The teachers were selected for
their proficiency, moral character and aptitude to impart
instruetion, and there was a fotal absence of religious
mterierence, every facility being glven to each deuomma—
tion to impart their own religious views by teachers of their
own selection and by the provision of separate classrooms.
The sub-committee wag gratified to note the abundant
opportunity at these schools for physieal exercise and train-
ing, “without which no system of edueation can be con-
sidered complete.” Finally the sub-committee recommended
the appointment of a Hebrew teacher, the expense to be
defrayed by the Congregation by a direct tax on the
members. The Congregation adopted the report and pro-
posed a 15% inerease upon seat rentals.”®® At a general
meeting the proposition passed by one vote, but because
the majority was so narrow, the Committee decided not to
implement the law®™® and instead ordered Rintel to attend
the National, Model and Training School every Thursday
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon to give religious instruction to the
Jewish children.f™*

Apart from the Congregation, M. H. Solomon con-
ducted a Jewish school and taught about 20 scholars, and
8 Mr. Myers from Hobart also started a school on his own
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account carly in 1856. Both Mr. Solomon and Mr, Myers
were reputed to he very competent. ™

When Rintel left the Melbourne Congregation, Rev.
I3, M. Myers taught at the National, Model and Training
School, as well as on the Synagogue premises after sehoul
hours, whilst Rintel also taught after school hours on the
premises where he conducted his Synagogue.

In 1859, the Government created the Denominational
School Board, and the Jews enjoyed the same privileges as
every other denomination, Education was not governed by
the Church Act, whieh had prevented the giving of State
Aid to the Jews. So as to watch the interests of the Jewish
community, it requested to be vepresented on the Board,
and Isaae Hart was duly elected to it.5"® The Melbourne
Congregation then selected a permanent L.oeal Board of
Liducation, consisting of three members who had complete
autonomy in the establishment and conduet of the new
Jewish school, over its disbursements and the Government
grant.¥¥ When the Melbourne Congregation questioned
the authority of the Loeal Board to appoint Pulver as a
Hebrew Master, it finally came to the conclusion it could
not interfere with the decisions of the Liocal board.’™®
However, the Congregation gave the school its patronage,5
By May, 1860, the school began to function. Named the
West Melbourne Grammar School, it was housed in the
schoolrooms of the Synagogue in Bourke Street, for which
the latter charged £100°77 per annum, which sum was
repaid as a subsidy towards the payment of the Hebrew
Master, ‘The Denominational School Board subsidised the
School to the amount of £310 a pear: £100 for the English
Master, £100 for the Hebrew Master, £40 towards an assis-
tant and £560 towards the rent. The first Inglish Master
appointed was John Schutt, a non-Jew,”® who employed
the prineciples known as the Denominational School System,
which included religious subjects on the syllabus as well as
seeular lessong.58?

About July, 1862, the Government decided to alter the
educational system and introduced a new Cominon School
Aect, directed by Commissioners who formed a “Board of
Edueation.” On his own account, the Premier, the Hon,
Jdohn (O’S8hannassy, arranged for Jews to be put on the
same footing as other denominations.% Asg a representa-
tive of the Jewish community the Government intended
electing Isaac Hart as one of the Commissioners, bui the
East Melbourne Congregation protested. They desired all
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congregations to be consulted with the view of choosing a
man enjoying the full confidence of the entire eommunity.
They recommended Dr. S. Iff1a.% Some of the Christian
denominations also opposed Iart’s appointment. The
number of Comumnissioners had been redueed from 11 to
five, and they desired their own representatives elected.5%?
Hart, however, retained the post and the Governor con-
firmed his appointment in the Gazefte. The IIast Mel-
bourne Congregation then stated that it did not object to
Isaae Hart, but felt the Chief Secretary should have eon-
;ultlec_quhem as promised before the appointment was made
nal.™*

Another clause in the Common School Act caused
considerable anxiety to the Lioeal Board and the eommunity.
According to the clause, no sehool with less than a daily
attendance for six months of 60 scholars could benefit by
the Government grant,®® and once a school eclosed, if
another school existed within a radius of two miles, then if
the school previousty closed re-opened, it would not receive
the subsidy.”® Only 40 pupils attended the West Melbourne
irammar School, and if it did nof inerease its numbers
by the end of June, 1863, it stood 1o lose the Government
grant. A public meeting of the community opposed
Edward Cohen’s suggestion of turning the school into an
establishment under the National System, as the meeting
stated it desired o make the Jewish religion a prominent
feature of the school studies. The meeting appointed a
committee to assist the Loeal Board, who pledged them-
selves to canvass Jewish parents in order to induce them
to send their children to the Grammar School®™ From
the report of the meeting in the press, an impression must
have been gained that the school prohibited Gentiles attend-
ing, an impression whieh Isaac Liyons, the chairman of the
meeting, publiely refuted by stating the school had always
been open to Christians, some of whom attended, and that
the Headmaster himsel! was a member of the Christian
faith.588

At the end of 1863, the requived number of 60 pupils
had not been reached. The school also was without funds
to its eredit.®™® The Synagogue Committee believed that
if about £80 could be found it would tide things over, and
an attempt would be made to introduce a hill in Parliament
to lessen the compulsory average attendance.™® It also
resolved to call a public meeting of the whole community
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to discuss the problem. The meeting heard o suggestion
that if Rintel could be induced to amalgamate his school
it would augment the number of pupils. On the expecta-
tion of some recompense,’! Rintel agreed to transfer his
scholars, and without expectation of recompense e offered
to teach llebrew gratuitously in order to reduce expenses.
The mecting, highly pleased with the result, aceorded
Rintel a hearty vote of thanks and pledged itsell to assist
in the continuance of the school under the reigning arrange-
ments.®*  All their eifforts, however, failed to gain the
required number of pupils—probably Rintel's pupils lived
too far from the West Melbourne Grammar Sehool. At
another meeting held a month later, the Chairman relune-
tantly announced that the connection between the West
Melbourne Grammar School and the Govermment Board of
Iiducation had ceased.’

Nothing daunted, the meeting appointed a committee
of ten to solicit aid for the school, and, going out in pairs
over the city, the committee eollected over £90.5%*% One of
the committee had solicited aid from Christians, and his
colleagues decided that it would not be desirable to solieit
subscriptions other than from Jews.™5 At 3 subsequent
meeting, a questioner enquired if the committee of ten
superseded the Loeal Board. The Chairman told him the
eommittee was only formed for the purpose of collecting
subseriptions and could not interfere with the Loeal Board,
which conducted the affairs of the school.?®® In spite of
the money collected, the Lioeal Board informed the collect-
ing hody that the Board had come to the decision “that it
was impracticable to earry on” as no funds existed to pay
the £60 debt and beeause of the paueity of pupils.®® The
collecting eommittee contended that the £90 would allow
the school to continue for another six months, by which
time further sums could be acquired.®®® It would also
write to the Synagogues, asking them to contribute £100
between them for the payment of the Hebrew Master. In
any case, the collecting committee did persuade the Loeal
Board to continue, and the West Melbourne Grammar
School, granted a reprieve, settled down to work once more.
That the school did continune under such diffieulties is
proof that there were many in the community who under-
stood that the future of the community depended upon its
educational establishments.
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THE BETI DIN

Another important communal institution was estab-
lished in this period—a Beth Din or Keeclesiastical Court.
A Beth Din has to eonsist of a minimum of three members,
experts in Jewish law, with one of them acting as Ab Beth
Din or Chairman, who has to be a Jewish legal authority.
When Rintel was with the Melbourne Congregation he
attempted to establish a Beth Din, and the Committee told
Iim to consult Pulver and to wriie to the Chief Rabbi.to®
The Chief Rabbi, however, insisted on his right to withhold
permission to form a Beth Din. Probably, although he
admired Rintel, he did not consider him a sufficient autho-
rity in Jewish law.

With the growth of the ecommunity, the need of a
Beth Din became greater. The writing of a Jewish divoree
ean only be earried out under the supervision of a Beth
Din, with an authority at its head. As carly as 1830, the
-Chief Rabbi sent out a deputy as a speeial envoy from
Ingland for the sole purpose of arranging a divoree for
a Jewish woman in Australia.™ AMoreover, the Chief
Rabbi had now sanectioned a number of conversions which
also eould only be earried out by a Beth Din. When the
Chief Rabbi sent out Rabbi Samuel Herman to Ballarat,
at the age of nearly 70, he apparently did not think of him
as serving only in Ballarat, but as a man who was to serve
the whole of Victoria. Ballarat may not have heen satisfied
with Herman, but the Chief Rabbi must have been very
satisfied that his flock in Vietoria had an authority in its
midst to decide questions of Jewish law and to arrange
divorees and econversions if necessary. When Ierman
arrived, the Chief Rabbi permitted the formation of a
Loeal Beth Din, the first authorised hy him to serve outside
London.®! [Herman's colleagues on this institution were
Rintel and Pulver. The main purpose of the Eeelesiastical
Court was to make proselytes whenever necessary, but the
Chief Rabbi still insisted that his authority must first be
given before any proselytes could be admitted into the pale
of Judaism.%* Herman may have heen Ab Beth Din, but
Rintel ruled. Herman could not write English properly
and old age lay heavily upon him.

As Herman lived in Ballarat and the other two
members of the Beth Din in Melhourne, the newly formed
body did not funetion smoothly, Onee Rintel and Pulver
wrote jointly to the Ballarat Congregation expressing sur-
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prise that the Synagogue had asked for £5/5/- before it
wounld allow Ilerman to come to Melhourne to arrange a
(et for a woman in Poland. The husband lived in Mel-
hourne with a Centile woman and would not support his
wife, but was willing to give her a Get. “We have got
him,” wrote the Beth Din, “he is a great scamp. The
woman can marry again if he signs the papers. Send
Telegraph.” The word telegraph was heavily underlined.
It was an innovation in 1864. “If you insist on £5/5/- we
shall make a collection and pay it.” The Ballarat Congre-
gation eould not deny such a call, and Herman came to
Melbourne and arranged the Get, and the terrible seamyp
left the Gentile woman, married a Jewish lady and became
a highly respeeted homorary official of the Dlelbourne
Congregation.™*

CONVERSIONS

With the formation of the Beth Din the whole position
in regard to proselytes changed. Before, at the Melbourne
Congregation, permission had to be gained, firstly, from the
Chief Rabbi and then from the Board of Management, and
it depended upon the attitude of the members of the Com-
mittee if an applieation for proselytisation suceeeded or
not. When a Victorian woman in 1853 went over to Hobart
and wag about to be made a proselyte by the newly-
appointed Minister of the IHobart Congregation, Rabhi
Herman Hoelzel, the Melbourne Congregation vigoerously
opposed his right to make conversions and informed him
that it opposed conversions on principle.®! It maintained
this attitude for many years.

When Rintel left the Melbourne Congregation he
began to proselytise Christian women. Nathaniel Levi
carnestly urged the Committee to “make a move to dis-
countenance the emboldened conduet” of the person whose
actions would lead to serious consequences “as other faiths
will helieve we arve seeking proselytes.”® Levi made
various allegntions against “Rintel and his accomplices.”
For £25 he stated, they had proselytised a woman living
with a Jewish man and by whom she had had issue; a
depraved woman living with a Jewish man was about to
be made a proselyte; another woman was soon “‘going
through the performance” for whieh Rintel would receive
£50; a lady of Ballarat married to a Jew in church “was
about to be ntade for £100.” The Melbourne Congregation
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informed the Chief Rabbi that Rintel had formed a Beth
Din with Joseph Avinsky and a Mr, Roate, and disired
advice as to the measures to be taken “to suppress the
exercise of this unauthorised office.”®¢ Although the Chief
Rabbi had no legal authority over Rintel, he still had suffi-
eicnt influence over him for Rintel to listen to his requests,
and when the Chief Rabbi asked him to stop making con-
versions wnjess he had his express permission, Rintel
obeyed temporarily. _

When  the last Melbourne Congregation started
paying Rintel a salary, the Congregation considered
immediately it now had the right to reeommend proselyies,
and before Rintel made a proselyte he now had to listen
to the opinion of his Commities. About 1862, Rintel must
have recommended making proselytes and must have heen
receiving money for it, beecause in that vear a Rabbi Saphir,
who had come to Victoria to colleet money for the poor in
Jerusalem, made a woman a proselyte when in Bendigo.
He was assisted by the loeal minister and another pious
gentleman. When Saphir eame to Melbourne he informed
Rintel that he had converted the woman. Rintel considered
Saphir had interfered with his livelihood, 7 and he desired
to mform all congregations about the type of man he
thought Saphir to bhe. Saphir stated in a book he wrote
about his experiences that Rintel “spread a rumour arcund
the town that I had not obeyed Jewish law, and he sent
an accusation concerning me to the Chief Rabbi in BEng-
land. He (Rintel) should have kmown that he had no
rabbinieal diploma and was teaching without authority.
The Chicf Rabbi wrote to me to the effect that my conver-
sions were void and that they could not be recognised as
proselytes. I sent him my congidered answer and gave him
ny opinion that the proselytes must be recognised.”

The answer which Saphir sent to the Chief Rabbi
stamped him as a learned scholar of outstanding ability.
His arpuments have strength and ave substantiated by
quotations and precedent. Ile answers with dignity and
respeet, and points out that though he is reluetant to
argue with a decision of the Chief Rabbi, yet the Jewish
law is open to all and it is each man's right to state his
opinions and views,807

With the formation of the Beth Din, the congrega-
tional committees lost the right of recommending the
admission of proselytes,%08 but the Melhourne Congregation
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sent a strong letter to eaeh of the three members of the
Beth Din informing them of their strong opposition to the
admission of proselytes.S Pulver suggested the formation
of a synagogue sub-commitlee to assist the Beth Din to
make recommendations to them.® The Synagogues did
not accept the suggestion, for it weuld have meant that
they really had no auwthority whatscever but would have
to shoulder the blame whenever a proselyte was accepted
agninst the wishes of the gemeral public. In auy case,
stated the Melbourne Congregation, “their opposition
extended to the admission of all proselytes.”$It This state-
ment brought a reply from Herman “that he wounld be
guided in his acts by the other members of the Beth Din.”
T'his reply no doubt was inspired by Rintel,

Although the Vietorian Jewish communities had
great trouble over the conversion of Christians to Jews, it
met with little worry over the conversion of Jews to Chris-
tians. When it did, it took quick steps to eombat it. Myers
heard that a Jewish inmate in the Benevolent Asylam was
about to change his religion. Ile immediately informed his
Committee, who took quiclk steps to prevent the conver-
sion.012

THIEE MIKVAI

The building of a Mikvah also coneerned the minds of
the new migrants. In Jewish family life the monthly
immersion of Jewish married women in the ritual bath is
considered an absolute necessity. Moreover, a Mikvah is
needed for conversion eceremonies, because a conversion
without immersion is invalid. When water was reticulated
through the eity, Rintel, when at the Melbourne Congrega-
tion, on behalf of a committee, urged the building of a
Milkvah and requested the use of the Vestry of the Syna-
gogue as a temporary Milivah room,®® hut the Committce,
whilst not objecting to the building of a Mikvah, would
not aceede to part with its Vestry.®™, Later, the Bast Mel-
bourne Synagogue where the more orthodo*«: attended,
built a Mikvah in eonjunction with Alr. Meyel—a non-
Jew-—in Little Collins Street for the use of its members
and for the purpose of econversions 613

Orthodox brides on their wed(hng day would also
attend the Mikvah. A feature of marriages in Vietoria was
that all weddings, except those of Wldows and divoreees,
took place on Sundays or Wednesdays.5® This followed a
very ancient Jewish praectice introduced thousands of years
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ago, when it was usual for Jewish courts of law to sit on
Mondays and Thursdays. If a bridegroom had a complaint
to make against the chastity of his bride, he would bring
her before the eourt on the morning following the marriage.

THE PROBLIEM OF CHILDREN OF GENTILE
MOTIIERS

Another therny problem whieh stil! eonfronted the
Beth Din coneerned the cireumeision and the eonversion of
children ol Jewish fathers and non-Jewish mothers. When
the problem arose at the Bast Melbourn Congregation on
the demand of a member that his son should he eirewm-
cised, a motion was moved in Comunittee that if it was not
against the Din, Rintel be permitted to do so. An amend-
ment desired complete prohibition. Rintel voted for the
motion, his view being that if no blessing or ceremony
accompanied the cireumeision, no Din existed to prohibit
the operation; it did not constitute a religious ceremony,
The opposition viewed the abuse whieh such a praetice
could ereate as dangerous to the welfave of the community.
There were four votes for the motion and four for the
amendment ; the chairman gave his ecasting vote for the
amendment and the prohibition of the ceremony.57 For
some strange reason, Rintel refused to eirecumcise the child
of a non-Jewish father and a Jewish mother unless the
Commitice gave him permission to do so, which they later
unhesitatingly granted.%’s Although there were a number
of orthodox Jewish doetors in Alelbourne, authorised
Mohelim only condueted eircumeision cercmonies.

Rintel adopted a different attitude altogether regard-
ing the conversion of children of Jewish fathers and non-
Jewish mothers. The Chief Rabbi authorised their conver-
sion, except the issue of couples married by a Christian
clergyman, and then the case, in his opinion, had to be
judged on its merits. Rintel flatly refused to admit these
children, probably on the grounds put by some of the
commentators of Jewish law who strictly require persons
to be of mature age before conversion. The Chief Rabbi
threatened to depose Rintel from the Beth Din and appoint
someone else if he persisted in his attitnde, but Rintel
remained adamant and stated that Jewish law prohibited
such conversions and the Chief Rabbi could not override
Jewish law, Rintel remained on the Beth Din 813
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CHAPTER 6

ENGLISIIMEN AND FOREIGNERS

When the immigrants from eastern liurope came lo
Melbourne they met the proud, autoeratic and strong-
minded leaders of the community, a type of Jew they had
never encountered before. They were unaccustomed to the
strietuess aind severity with which the committees governed
their synagogues. They had never heard of members being
fined for breaking the laws of their congregations. In their
own countries, when a person vefused a call to the Reading
of the Liaw, it may have been eonsidered impolite, but they
were not prepaved for the drastic steps whiell the Mel-
hourne Congregation took in such a case when it cancelled
all the rights of one of its members until he humbly
apologised.®®*® Communal leaders abroad would have
replied in a softer tone than the Melbourne Synagogue
Committee who, when a member asked for relief from his
synagogal debts, replied they had no funds for charitable
purposes and would send his letter to the Philanthropie
Society.%2* No doubt the neweomers regarded the executive
of the BMelbourne Congregation with suspicion when they
heard it had written to the Emigration Society in London
that assisted migrants should he British-born Jews only.®%2
Some of the migrants felt as if they were not weleome,
becaunse they could not obtain privileged membership in
the Synagogue. A section of them formed themselves into
a committee and demanded a conference with the Com-
mittee of the Congregation.®®® The communal leaders may
have lheen proud and severe in carrying out the law, but
they would have revolted at injustice or the thought that
they were considered unjust. Not knowing this, the new
migrants were rather surprised when, instead of a hostile,
antagonistic reception, they were received most sympathe-
tically and given to understand that older members had a
natural prior right to seais in the new Synagogue and the
honour with which privileged membership should be
regarded. A probation period was required so that
enquiries could be made as to the credentials of each
applicant. To make it easier for newcomers to become
privileged members, the entrance fee was reduced from
£5/5/- to £2/2/-. However, with g0 many immigrants pour-
ing in to Melbourne about whom nothing was known, the
Committee decided not to aceapt written applications alone,
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but to interview each applicant personally. Pleased with
the reception of their meeting, the non-privileged members
sent the vegidue of their fighting fund as a donation to the
Philanthropie Society. An idea as to how some regarded
them is hinted at in the entry of this donation in the
Soeiety’s hooks. 1t read as having received £4/3/- from
the Rebels’ Fund, but a disereet seribe crossed out the
words, Rebels’ Fund, and substituted Non-Privileged
Members. 925

In Ballarat, the division at first between the English-
nen and eastern Furopeans was more sharply divided.
The few Inglish Jews, who ineluded the BMinister, David
Isaacs, did not always see eye to eye with the others, At
one mecting a gentleman shouted with lofty seorn, “I am
an Englishman whilst you are a mob of foreign refugees.”
The feud between the two factions partly led to the resig-
nation of the Secretary and the Minister. “Becaunse Isaacs
is an lnglishman,” wrote Benjamin, “some of the foreign
Jews think he can do nothing right.” Iiventually, the
feeling aroused by the vesignation of Isaaes subsided, and
the relationship between the two parties seemed to
improve 20

TWO RIVAL CONGREGATIONS

Because the eastern Buropean Jews were not alto-
gether comfortable with the English Jews, they joined
Rintel's Congregation, which was situated m the distriet
where they lived and where fees were cheaper. Although
Rintel was born in Scotland,®®™ he understood the eastern
Fuwropeans. His own father had come from Poland, and he
himsgelf had reeeived the type of education which the
eastern lluropeans were accustomed to receive. Initially,
the dispute between Rintel and his old Congregation
affected the relationship between the members of the two
congregations. The Melbourne Congregation at first acted
bitterly against Rintel. Besides its action in not allowing
him to use the Metahar House on the Melbourne General
Cemetery, and not allowing a reduetion in the price of
meat for the poorer members of Rintel’'s Synagogue, it
informed the Registrar-Cleneral that Rintel ne longer
served as its Minister, therehy trying to deprive Rintel
from holding ministerial office.%?® Rintel’s making of prose-
Iytes did not help the situation, nor did the effort of the
Melbourne Congregation in trying to prevent the East
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Melbourne Synagoegue receiving a grant of Jand from the
(fovernmoent. %20

liowever, in May, 1859, 8. de Young suggested that
five gentlemen be appointed to create peace between the
Congregations.® With the first steps taken to heal the
bieaeh, the enmity hetween the twe Congregations leasencd
and often their relationship became amazingly eordial,
whilst oceasionally old prejudices, duc to jealousy and
over-long memories, eansed tempers to flare up and turned
near harmony to discord. Rintel, for his part, displayed
good grace, and always showed willingness to co-operate.
lie even volunteered to abandon his own school for the
improvement of the school attached to the Melbourne Con-
gregation. e could afford to bhe graeious, for his Syna-
gogne had heecome a power in the community, and a
private source of income made him almost independent of
any stipend offered him. DBenign peace almost reigned
when the sub-committees of the respective bodies met for
the purpose of harmony, and the Melbourne Congregation
presented East Meltbourne Synagogue with tablets of the
Royal Prayer,’! and Rintel, with his beauntiful Lebrew
handwriting, inseribed certain prayers for the sister Con-
gregation.® Rintel's suggestion for the formation of a
combined sub-committee to present an address of congratu-
lation to the Prinee of Wales on his marriage met with
warm approval,® and when the Iast Melbourne Congre-
gation dedieated its completed Synagogue in Stephen
Street in Maveh, 1863, the President and Committee of the
Melbourne Congregation attended.’®  Neveriheless, an
element of rivalry abways existed between the two Congre-
gations, and the one in West Melbourne was known as the
“Bnglish Shool,” whilst the one in Iast Melbourne was
called the “Foreign Shool.”

THE RELATIONSIIP BETWEEN MELBOURNE
AND THE PROVINCIES

Although the provineial communitics retained their
own autonomy, they looked to the Melbourne Congregation,
as the largest Synagogue in Vietoria, for oecasional adviee
and on the whole for leadership as well. Whenever it
beeame necessary for all the eongregations to combine, the
Melbourne Congregation took the lead, as it did when Vie-
torian Jewry presented addresses of loyalty to (overnors
appointed to the Colony.®®" It never failed in this respeet.
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When it ecame to praetical assistance, however, the Mel-
bourne Congregation was not so ready with its help. When
the Sandhurst community asked the Aelbourne Congrega-
tion to present a Memorial to the CGlovernor on its bebalf
for a grant of land for a Synagogue, the Melbourne Con-
gregation veplied it “ecould not interfere in the matter in
its official eapacity.”™¢ The Ballavat community requested
a donation from the Melbourne Congregation when it built
its Synagogue. It refused. It stated it had no funds.%%7
Yet, the Melbourne Synagogues always expeeted good pay-
ment for any requisites sent to the counlry communities
for the Itigh iloly Days. 838

INTER-COLONIAL RELATIONSIIIP

Although the Vietorian commuunities were compara-
tively close to the other Australian colonies, they had little
to do with them and preferred to deal on any eommunal
or religious matter direet with England. Vietorian Jewry
would not telerate any interference from any other com-
munity in Australia, When the llobart Congregation
appointed Rabbi Ilerman IHoelzel in 1853, he lmd hOpes
of establishing Ilebrew schools throughout Australia and
assumed the title of Preeidine Rabbi for the Austealian
% lonies. The Melbourne Congregation strongly objected
to Hoelzel’s assumption of this offiee, and told him it was
not aware thal such a post existed.%

VICTORLA AND THIE MOTUHER COUNTRY

Though many migrants came to Vietoria from eastern
Burope, the influence of England with the communitics
remained as streng as ever. The leadership of all the com-
munities was in the hands of Tnglishmen, as they ecouid
speak the language and knew the eustoms better than the
neweomers, and were thus enabled to overcome problems
mgre easily than the non-English-speaking migrants, liven
in the Congregation to w lmh most of the eastern Buropcay
wigranis bciontrcc’t Rintel, the Minister, and Ilenri .
ILut“*“ the eIuef founder were Dborn in Britain. This
together with the ties of the general population with Eng
l.md kelped the Jewish communities 1o look to Inrrlnnd
for their ministers and Shoehtim and to the recognition of
the Chief Rabbi as their spiritual head, d]thourrh he had
ne legal authority over them, Jewish or otherwlse. So
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strong was the bond with England that in the early months
of the gold diseoveries, the Jews in Vietoria, with typieal
colonial generosity, decided to form =2 committee, with
Angel Ellis as Secretary, “in order to obtain gold dust
subseriptions towards a testimonial to be forwarded to the
Chief Rabbi, to testify to the estimation in which he was
held by the Jews in Melbowrne and in appreciation of his
zeal and perseverence in the Cause of Religion and
Lidueation.™ ! Over 40 ounces of gold were sent to Liondon
to be made into a Kiddush cup, which was in due course
presented to him by old Vietorian residents. The Chief
Rabbi was deeply moved by the gesture which motivated
the presentation.4?

Itis influence was certainly marked. The Loeal Beth
Din in Melhourne was founded under his authorisation.
Proselytes in Vietoria had to receive his sanction. Congre-
gations desired his ecrtificate as to the fitness of officers.
Whenever he called for an appeal,?® Jewish or non-Jewish,
the eall was immediately answered in some way or another.
When the Chicl Rabbi appealed for the poor of Liancashire,
an indignant member asked in the press why the President
of the Melbourne Congregation was doing nothing about
it.%4% The latter replied that he had called his committee
together as soon as he had received the call, and the com-
mittee decided it was “undesirable {o render ourselves as
Jews conspieuous in the matter, and to claim an amount
of ostentation your ‘philanthropie’ correspondent seems so
anxious for; but as eitizens and DBritons we have joined
with our fellow colonists in evincing our benevolence and
would continue fo do so for any other egually worthy
ohject.”045

The Melbourne Congregation desired to maintain other
Haisons with England apart from the Chief Rabbi.
Solomon Benjamin, David Benjamin and Asher Hymen
Hart, all founders of the Vietorian Jewish community,
acted as a London Commitiee on its behalf.®4® It also
wished to be represented on the London Board of Deputies
and appointed A. H. Hart as its delegate,"" and though
this innovation would have heen weleomed in England, it
was found impossible to fulfil owing to the Constitution of
the Board of Deputies precluding colonial®*® representa-
tion. The sub-committee appointed to report on the ques-
tion stated, “that the Board had never failed to give its
best attention to all matters affecting the Colonies.”84?
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SIR MOSES MONTEFIORE

Sir Moses Montefiore was another English Jew who
had considerable influence over the Jews in Vietoria. This
mamn, who had captured the hearts and minds of Jews all
over the world and of many non-Jews, especially in Tng-
land, would also be hearkened to whenever he made a eall
on behalf of suffering Jews in different parts of the
globeS% He had made a practice from time to time of
having Serolls of the Law written for him and sending
them to different countries and communities in which he
was interested or connected. He sent one to the Melhourne
Congregation.%! It came through his cousin, Jacob Monte-
fiore, residing then in BMelbourne, who was one of the
Commissioners appointed by the British Government to
introduce the Wakefield Scheme in South Australia. When
Lady Montefiore died, the Jews in Vietoria, as a token of
esteem, collected a goodly sum towards the Lady Montefiore
Memorial Fund.t%2

VICTORIA AND ISRAEL

A remarkable link existed between the Jews of Vie-
toria and the Hely Land. Half a century before the hirth
of political Zionism, Jews in Vietoria were contributing
towards the upkeep of Israel. More remarkable still is the
fact that the Jews who supported it were chiefly the men
who were horn in England, where there was no religious
persecution. It all stemmed from their devotion to their
prayers, in which they hoped for the restoration of Zion.
A contributor to the press challenged the supporters of
Israel. He stated that though the Jews as a people clung
to the return to the seil from which they sprang, they long
ago abandoned the desire of its practical aceomplish-
ment.*? He asked would Rothschild give up all his wealth
in order to live in the unattractive city of Jerusalem.
Since they are respected, he asked again, “What possible
motive, beyond the hope of embodying a barren idea, conld
actuate them in the alleged wish to return to Jerusalem ¢
“I have spoken with many intelligent Jews on the subject,”
he continues, “and they declare that no greater calamity
could come to them than to be obliged {o repossess them-
selves of that very undesirable eountry known as the Holy
Land.” The replies to the eorrespondent are revealing, and
reflect the ideas of a great many of the FEnglish Jews then
in Vietoria. One, in a lengthy reply, stated that, although




476 Australion Jewish Historical Soctely

in humble cireumstances, he wished to return fo the land
of his forefathers.%* Angel Ellis, also born in England,
and an important official of the Gas Company in Melbourne,
doubted the statement of the correspondent that Jews said
they did not desire to repossess the Holy Land.®*® From
the tone of the letters in the press, the weleome given to
emissaries from Israel and the monetary success of their
missions, it is probable that if a political Zionist movement
would have started in Vietoria in that period it would
have been successful.

The first call for the Holy Land in Melbourne in 1854
indicated the religious and benevolent character of the ties
with Israel. Edward Cohen, the President of the Mel-
bourne Congregation and who later became a Cabinet
Minister in the Vietorian Government, read in the Times
of the distress of the Jews in Jerusalem. He called a public
meeting on his own aceord,?® which resulted in a subscrip-
tion of over £2,500, an amazing amount in that period for
such a small ecommunity.8%?

When Edward Cohen forwarded the money to Sir
Moses Montefiore he sent an accompanying letter. It is
historic. In it Cohen expresses to Sir Moses the hope that
the money raised would not only be devoted for temporary
relief but for a scheme for some permanent alleviation of
their needs.®” He suggested that the poor be trained and
dirvected towards agricultural pursuits. Sir Moses Monte-
fiore has sometimes been acclaimed as the philanthropist
who advoeated agricultural settlement in the Holy Land,
but from Edward Cohen’s letter it is apparent that the
scheme germinated in Vietoria.

From about 1856, the first of an almost endless line of
emissaries from Jerusalem and the Holy Liand came out
to Vietoria to collect money for some cause or other in
Israel. They never went away empiy handed. Rabhi
Hayim Zvee Sneersohn, who eame at the end of 1861, held
an extraordinary campaign.®®® It was backed by the Argus,
which gave him a great deal of publicity.®® The Dean of
Melbourne held a meeting for him at 3t, Paul's, and helped
him considerably,®®® as did other notables, such as the
Chief Justice, Sir William Stawell,®®1 and the Rev. Dr.
Cairns and the Rev. Seddon.%® In the middle of his cam-
paign, another emissary, Rabbi J. L. Saphir, arrived. He
wag a most able and talented man and a brilliant linguist,
speaking Arabic, Hebrew, French, Spanish, Ttalian, Rus-
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sian, German and Yiddish, and eould make himself under-
stood in Inglish.%* IHe wrote a book in Hebrew, which
included his Australian experiences and some very keen
observations concerning the eountry and its people. A little
rivarly™ took place between the committees who were
helpmg the two emissaries, but they were hoth exceedingly
learned men who sought no quarrel with each other. The
favourable feeling amongst Jews and Gentiles concerning
the prophecies of the resettlement of the Jews in the Holy
Land, together with the ties the Jews believed eonneeted
them personally to it, ensured the emissaries that their call
would not go unanswered. Both Sneersohn and Saphir
were very suecessful,

CHAPTER 7

PRO-SEMITES

The very favourable and friendly attitude of Vie-
terians towards Jews and the negligible amount of anti.
Semitism can stamp this period as one which can be called
pro-Semitie. The active help of the Christian community
and the press in Sneersohn’s appeal for Zion is but one
example.”® The Dean of Melhourne frequently spoke of
the Jews and their destiny according to the Seriptures in a
praiseworthy manner.®* Many of the notables of the eity
attended annual dinners of the congregations or of the
philanthropie societies, and would speak of the happy
relationship between Jews and Gentiles.%* Whenever a
synagogue was conseerated in town or in the couniry, the
local dignitaries would be invited, and would attend.
Indeed, the sincere brotherhood, friendliness and the desire
for co-operation prevailed to an outstanding degree. An
examnple of the prevailing sentiment ean be estimated from
a letter published by the Star (Ballarat). In one of ifs
issues it stated that David Davis, a Jew, had been charged
with stealing £5 from a Chinaman, A few days later it
published the following letter %05
Sir,

How can you reconcile it with your protestations of liberty and
the high moral tone which characterises your journal, that you lave,
in reporting the ecase of » party named Davis, headed it “Davis, a
Jew”

Why do you mention the creed of that individual where there is

not another instance in your paper in reporting other trinls, police
reports, cte., all of them either cases of cheating, drunkenness and
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cruelty, in which you have given a nominal erecd § You have there-
fore grossly libelled the Jews as a body in the same way as you
would libel Christiana had you spoken of the many eases of perjury
as Christian perjurers, as neither religion offers incentive to erime,
You foster a vile prejudice indiscriminately against those members
of the Jewish faith who have no more sympathy with erime and
eriminals than you have,
A Jew,

To which the Star replied :—59

The expression entirely eseaped our notice otherwise it would
not have appeared. HMe very much mistakes us if he thinks we desire
to cast a glight upon the creed of anyone Jew or Gentile, We may
be allowed to add that if our correspondent had been a little more
moderate in his remarks regarding that which he might have known
was as likely to be an oversight as anything else, he would have
secured a little more of our sympathy for the unintentional slight,
than we feel now disposed to give him,

There were exceptions to this general goodwill between
Jews and Gentiles shown by the general public and the
press, as when the Portlend Guerdian, in ome of its
columns, wrote with pride about the "visit from a real
‘Ebrew Jew’ with a lot of jewellery, who disposed of his
trinkets by raffle. A set of dice well balanced with lead
was produced and the Israelite lost every throw. 067
Charles Dyte once penned a meost vigorous protest when
the Crown Prosecutor, John Foster M'Creight, attacked
Gierman Jews in a case when a Jew was found guilty of
obtaining money under false pretences and possessing
wrong weights. Dyte did not minece his words, and pointed
out the rarity of Jews offending the civil code.®®® Some of
the London Jews may have been annoyed with the magis-
trate, who fined them for opening their shops on Suunday,
but did not regard it as a prejudiced judgment. They
thought they should be permitted to do in Melbourne that
which was ecommon practice in London, where orthodox
Jews who closed on Saturday were allowed to open on

Sunday.8®
CIVICS

The Jdews reciprocated the goodwill shown towards
them both publicly and privately. They excelled in the
collections for funds, especially for relief purposes.5® In
the life of the various communities they generally desired
to serve from a sense of duty and gratitude rather than for
gain and honour. There were many who, because of their
natural ability, background, upbringing and personality,
won popularity and the highest honours which their eities
and municipalities could give them. Edward Colen served
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the Melbourne City Couneil well, and was elected as Mayor
for the year 1862-1863.7! In Ballarat East, Charles Dyte
also gained the highest civic honour.%? Simeon Cohen lost
the Mayoralty of Fitzroy by the toss of a coin. In his
third term on the Fitzroy Council, he and A. Falkoner con-
tended for the position as Mayor, and between them they
decided it wonld save a great deal of trouble if they came
to a decision by spinning a coin. Falkoner won.'”® In
many of the country places, the Jews served on the horough
and shire councils, and gave of their best for the publie
weal.,

MOSES BENJAMIN

The leaders of the various Jewish communities gave
an excellent lead to their co-religionists by their support
of public institutions, espeeially hospitals. A general meet-
ing in January, 1861, of the Melbourne Hospital appointed
Edward Cohen as a Trustee and as Hon. Treasurer, a post
which he retained for over sixteen years.®™ Lewis Joseph
and Isaae Hart sat on the Committee, and H. J. Hart, Rev.
B. M. Myers and E. F. Sichel often attended hospital meet-
ings and participated in its discussions.®™ A. Dimant, an
early settler in Ballarat, laboured earnestly to establish
the Ballarat Benevolent and Visiting Association. In faet,
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it can be stated that the freedom and goodwill enjoyed by
the Jews in Vietoria in this period helped in the upbuilding
of the Colony and the character it was to take.

THE EUREKA STOCKADE

The love of freedom of the Jewish people ensures that
whenever a eause for liberty is at stake and a number of
Jews ave in the vieinity that some of them will be asso-
ciated with the movement. It occurred at the inecident of
the Iiureka Stockade. Amongst the thirty “rebels” who
lost their lives was Teddy Thonen, the lemonade man. He
was the only Jew who took part in the actual fighting. He
stood in front of the flag, cheering and shouting in his
native (lerman, when a bullet entered his mouth. He made
2 grotesque attempt to spit it ocut—but he dropped dead.
He was only twenty-four years old.

The Bureka Stockade incident came to be regarded as
a “fight for freedom.” The miners and sympathisers held
a meeting on Bakery Hill on 6th December, 1854, and
passed a number of resolutions, which W. Levy, Henry
Hazrris and Charles Dyte helped to frame.®®

JEWISH PARLIAMENTARY FRANCHISE

. The liberty which the Jews themselves gained in Eng-
land by being enabled to sit and vote in Parliament was
also an occasion of celebration in Vietoria, A large meet-
ing assembled in October, 1858, to express its gratitude to
Lord Lyndhurst and Lord Johkn Russell for their able
championship of the cause of religious liberty. It also
congratulated Baron lLijonel de Rothschild on being the
first Jew to take his seat in the British Parliament.t™

If a Jew would have been elected to the Vietorian
Parliament before 1858 there ean be no doubt that he
would have taken his seat. Jews in the colonies enjoyed
greater liberties than they did in England. In faect, Saul
Samuel had been elected for Roxburgh and Wellington in
New South Wales, and on Tth November, 1854, took his
scat in the New South Wales Legislative Council after
having been sworn,"® The form of the oath of allegiance
which he took is not given in the aecount of the proceed-
mgs, but it is most unlikely that he took an oath which was
not in accordance with the Jewish faith, since the Consti-
tution Act permitted the taking of an affirmation instead
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of an oath by those authorised to do s0.72® It was the form
of oath which prevented Jews entering the British Parlia-
ment. The British Government was more lenient in the
colonies. In 1835 it allowed a Jew to sit in the Assembly
in Jamaica, and by 1849 eight of the fifty-seven seats in
the Jamaican Assembly were held by Jews. ™7

There can be no doubt that the event in England
stimulated Jews living in Vietoria to seek parliamentary
honoure. These candidates were men who believed in
equality and were determined to show by their prowess,
conduet and demeanour that they were worthy of the
electors’ vote and the name of Jew which they bore. They
commended themselves to the voters because of their forth-
rightness, sinecerity, strong personalities and natural
ability, Because of their edueation, their struggle for a
livelihood in their youth in the seaport cities of England,
their knowledge of the Englishman's character and their
sense of justice gained from their religious bhaekground,
they won popularity, and even when they lost an election
they were worthy opponents. Religion was not merely a
facade to these men. Many of them, like ¥dward Cohen,
Nathaniel Levi and Charles Dyte, were leaders of their
own comimunities and synagogues, whe kept the Sabbath
strietly. It meant, amongst other things, that they would
not ride in a vehicle on a Saturday. They were men of
whom any people would have been proud, and they not
only kept the customs of their faith but lived according to
the spirit of Jewish law.

These men also possessed a fine sense of humour, which
was invaluable to them as politicians. In Nathaniel Levi's
second attempt in December, 1860, for cne of the Mary-
borough seats, the ecrowd made fun of his hooked nose, and
he showed his wise generalship as a parliamentarian by
aceepting the non-acrimonious humour of the erowd in
good part.®® He defeated Ireland, the Attorney-General,
and was the first Jew to enter Parliament in Vietoria. A
commentator wrote of him: “He is a reformer of the first
water., According to his programme, after giving every-
thing to everybody there would still be & large surplus.
I{e is in favour of roads and bridges wherever required.
The tariff is to be revised by reductions to the Governor
and Ministers. This, he said, will effeet the abolition of
duties on tea and sugar. He wants abolition of gold export
duty, the eonstruction of reservoirs, cheap postage, seeular
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edueation and law reform. In fact, there is not a question
agitating the political world on which Mr. Levi is not pre-
pared at once to legislate, 981

Both in the first attempt in 1859%%% and in the second
altempt for the Maryborough seat, fights and skirmishes
broke out between the supporters of the eandidates.t
They were not of an anti-Semitic nature. Levi jealously
guarded the honour of the Jewish name. When he was
told that Mr. Sullivan made derogatory remarks about
Jews during a parliamentary debate, he called on him from
the floor of the house and requested to know if the state-
ment was true or not. Mr. Sullivan denied the charge and
stated he had said something about jewels whieh was mis-
taken for a remark about Jews. %8

Daniel Tallerman was just the type of man who
would stand for Parliament as soon as the Jewish position
was perfeetly clear, He stood for the Ararat seat in 1859,
but was defeated. The loeal newspaper deseribed him as “a
young man generally reputed a thorough man of business,
not destitute of resources and belonging to the Jewish
persuasion.’¢8%

A sense of humour also revealed itself in John de
Pass, who in 1861 stood for two seats, unsuccessfully, in
the same election—Williamstown®® and Maryborough,%7
At the Williamstown hustings a voter desired to know the
reason for de Pass bringing out railway engines for the
Government at a cost of £400 each whilst the railway com-
pany brought them out at £200 each. De Pass replied that
the voter knew more about the matter than he did, but he
surmised that the engines were twice ag large.%8s,

Charles Dyte nominated for Ballarat Bast in the same
election, when he introduced a new feature in electioneer-
ing campaigns. A well-known individual, “Billy Lungs,”
stood on the footpath, seliciting names for a requisition for
Dyte to stand for Parliament. “Novel but searcely an
improvement,” said the press, “and surely this was not
with Dyte’s permission 778 The “Billy Lungs™” referred
to was none else than Charles Dyte’s brother, Edward, a
public erier and often referred to as Charles Diyte’s
shadow. Before the eleetion, Charles Dyte retired from
the contest.%®0

The defeat of Juling Vogel®! at Avoea in the same
election led him to the momentous decision to go to New
Zealand, where he eventually became Prime Minister 892
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A requisition of Bast Melbourne voters asked Edward
Cohen to stand for Parliament, and at the hustings his
advocacy for the gradual abolition of State Aid to religion
nearly lost him pre-selection,®3 but at the election he won
the seat very easily.®™ Cohen sat in the Ministerial cross
benches, whilst Levi joined the opposition.ts

The opposition forced another general election in 1864,
and at the ensuing hustings H. Levi stood for Mornington,
Nathaniel Levi for Maryborough, E. Cohen for FEast Mel-
bourne, and Charles Dyte for Ballarat East.% By the
time the final election came round, I, Levi dropped out
and Nathaniel Levi claimed the sccond seat in the Mary-
borough constituency.®? Dyte obtained the seeond seat in
the Ballarat election,*® and Cohen sueceeded in defeating
his opponent by four votes.®® So in a Parliament of just
over a hundred members there sat three Jews, prominent
in civic affairs as well as being extremely active within
their own congregations and communities.

GOVERNMENT GRANTS

The election of Jews to Parliament gave them the
courage to attempt to receive that which they considered
their right as far as State Aid was coucerned. They
received Government grants of land for their cemeteries
and synagogues, monetary grants for the Philanthropie
Society, and for ecdueation through the Denominational
soard. They saw no logieal reason for the refusal of State
Aid for religion in the same proportion as other denomina-
tions. If the Act nceded alteration, then they were of the
opinion it should be changed.

In Mareh, 1852, the Melbourne Congregation passed
a resolution to ask the Legislative Couneil to repeal Sir
Richard Bourke's Church Aet so as to allow it to receive
£1,000 towards enlarging the Synagogue and Minister's
dwelling, and for an annual stipend in support of the
Minister. A similar resolution was passed in the following
year, 7ot

One Jew went so far as to write to the Argus,
attempting to challenge the eandidates of the first Vie-
torian Legislative Assembly as to their attitude on the
question. The Argus held that the Jews were entitled to
State support, but went on to say it could not speak on
hehalf of eandidates.”™
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The petition for State Aid in 1852 having failed,™2
Westgarth brought the matter before the Legislative
Council in September, 18562, and the debate is full of
interest beeause of the views expressed.’™ He, Miller,
Fawkner and others put forward all the usnal arguments
m favour of the grant, but the Colonial Secretary opposed
it, “although he felt the greatest interest in the Jews”
beeause the motion opposed the existing law. To adopt it
would answer no good purpose and would not confer any
benefit upon the Jews. It would also form a most ineon-
venient precedent.

One member said if the grant was given to the Jews it
might next be applied for by Hindus, Mohammedans and
Socialists.

Mr. a’Beckett naively stated he thought its adeption
could not be otherwisc than distasteful to the people on
whose behalf it was made. To eome to that House for aid
in reference to their religion would be regarded by the
Jews as a shur, for the Jews considered that to receive such
aid from the Gentiles would be, as it were, profanity.

The Chairman of Quarter Sessions believed that the
question was purely one of principle, for he would not
suppose that a body so respectful and wealthy as the Jews
would be anxious to obtain a grant of £32. It had been
said in a debate on the Jewish guestion at home, that
Christianity was Judaism perfected, and that Judaism was
Christianity commenced. He agreed with that sentiment,
but till Judaism became Christianity he could not give
assent to the prineiple involved in the motion. The law of
the land initiated the prineciple that such grants were to be
confined to Christian sects, and he was noft prepared to
extend that prineiple.

At the end of the debate, Dr. Westgarth wished to
withdraw his motion, as it was pointed out that whether
they passed the grant or not, it was against the law in the
form it had been propesed in the motion. The Speaker
pointed out that if the motion was withdrawn, it would
be competent to bring the matter forward again during the
Session, but if it was put to the vote and the motion lost,
it would preclude the subjeet being introduced again for
some time to come. The motion was put and lost by ten
votes to cleven.

Early in 1854, the Legislative Council preparved the
New Constitution Bill, and in supplying provision for
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revenue for religious purposes exeluded the Jews from
participation. The share expected would have been far
greater than £32, for the tolal sum set aside for religious
purposes was increased {en times over the amount voted in
1552 and the Jews had also inereased in proportion. The
Jewish ecommunily was now most indignant, and it called
a protest meeting which attracted a large erowd, ineluding
many Geirtiles,™ The speakers held forth heatedly in a
high piteh of indignation, some suggesting an attempt had
been made to revive a spirit of intolerance. Amongst
other resolutions a motion was passed, “that it is dis-
honourable in public as in private life, to exelude one
member from a participation with the rest, in the advan-
tages to he derived from a general fund to which all
contribute alike.”

Another resolution stated:

That wiile we ask neither for toleration from those who are
but on an equality with ourselves, nor favour from these who are
bound to do us as much justice as every class (who do not teach
subversion of good morals) we demand as our just right only, being
good citizens and Joyal subjcets, that a share of the £50,000 voted
for religious purposes he granted to us according to the proportion
of our numbers, or that we be not compelled to bear an equal burden
of the state with our Christian fellow eolonists,

Pressure continued upon the members of the Legis-
lative Couneil, and dr. O'Shanassy a month later pre-
sented a petition from the Jews living in Geelong
complaining of “their religious body being excluded from
participation in the grant of £50,000 made in the New
Constitution Bill in aid of religious worship and praying
the removal of this grievanee.’”' ™%

The Government remained adamant in its contention
that it had no power under the law to vote grants to
religions bodies except to the four denominations men-
tioned in Sir Richard Bourke's Church Aet, and the Jews
hoped that their rights would be reeognised as soon as
responsible government would be introdueed.

Whilst waiting, the Melbourne Congregation passed an
important resolution, “that in conscguence of the postpone-
ment by the British Parliament of the consideration of the
New Constitution Bill, a petition be prepared and pre-
sented to the three states of the Empire, praying for the
insertion of the words ‘and Hebrew Persuagion’ in the
63rd Clause.”7%
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The reply to the last petition from Downing Street
carried the matter a step forward towards suecess, for in
it Lord John Russell stated :—

You will acquaint the petitioners thaf I have laid their petition
before the Queen who was pleased to receive it very graciously, but
that Her Majesty has not been advised to make any order thereupon,
The wishes of the Celony, however, should they propose to admif the
Jews to participate in the funds for Public Worship, will reccive
favourable atteation,

This hopeful reply led to a deputation calling npon
the Chief Secretary, who asked them to reduce their
demands to writing, which they did.™® He then suggested
they wail until the new Legislature assembled, when they
could very properly demand that their eclaims should be
considered.™® They did make applieation for a sum of
£2,000 in December, 1856, but they were to be bitterly
disappointed, for the  application was refused.™

Many things which cannot be achieved by right are
sometimes achieved by the soft word and by influence, and
when in 1859 the Melbourne Congregation was in dire
finaneial straits, a member snggested that a request should
be made to the Government for permission to sell some of
the Synagogue land facing Little Bourke Street, and if it
refused, to insist upon a grant of money. He thought the
time opportune.™ His premise proved to be correet, for
not long after the Chief Seceretary wrote asking for an
interview “to see the Jews of Melbourne”™? regarding their
petition to the Legislative Assembly, and on 8th February,
1859, Mr. Service moved in the Lower IHouse that a sum of
£2,000 be placed on the Estimates for the Jewish Syna-
gogue in Melbourne.™® Mr. Harker protested that other
Synagogues cxisted in Vietoria, and after a keen debate the
speeial estimate received the approval of the House by 28
votes to 11.

The other congregations heard about the grant and
insisted upon a share, and two days later, Mr. Scrvice,
amidst laughter, requested leave to substitute Vietorian
Jewish Community for the words, Jewish Synagogue in
Melbourne, which passed without dissent.?*

Alarm entered the congregational portals when the
Treasury gave notification that it doubted if it could make
the payment, as the sum had not been included in the
Appropriation Act and the case had to be submitted to the
law officers.™® Their deeision proclaimed, “that the amount
which the Assembly in the Address to the Governor
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vequested may he placed on the Tstimates in aid of the
Jewish community but will not be available until voted by
Parliament, 716

After the neeessary legislation had Deen passed, the
Melbourne Congregation communieated with the other
congregations requesting a membership list so as to osti-
male an equituble distribution of the grant.™'™ The other
congregations spurned the suggestion and preferred to deal

BENJAMIN BENJAMIN.
Mayar of Melbourne, 1887-88 and 1888-
8. He was knighted during hiv second
term—the first Melbourne Mayor to pet

a knighthood,

[From “Tha Bullatin,” 23rd Auvgust, 1939,)

directly with the Government,”® which gave £1,200 to the
Melbourne Congregation, £300 to Bast Melbourne Congre-
gation, £250 to the (leelong Congregation, £150 to the Balla-
rat Congregation and £100 to the Sandhurst Congrega-
tion.? A late objection to the Colonial Treasurer by the
Last Melbourne Synagogue gained it an extra £69720 at the
expense of the Melbourne Congregation.™!
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In the following year the Government made further
large grants to the established Vietorian synagogues,™2 but
never did the Jews participate in the annual denomina-
Lional distribution of £50,000 according to the Church
Act, which only ineluded scets of the Christian faith. All
congregational grants to the Jews came through speeial
votes. An attempt was made to remove this anomaly. In
the Legislative Assembly a member asked the Chief Seere-
tary if he intended Jews to parlicipale proportionately in
the £50,000 grant to religious bodies, to which he replied
that the (fovernment had introduced a bill to repeal the
83rd Bection of the Constitutional Act so that the Jews
could partieipate in the £50,000 grant, but the bill was
thrown out in “another place.” Sinee the Government
recognised the rights of the Jews, it would, therefore, be
their duty to place them on the Supplementary Lists. 72

CONCLUSION

With State Aid virtually granted, with Jews in
Parliament and the commmunal institutions well established,
the early pionecring days of the Jewish community can be
said to have ended. 1t possessed or had ventured into prac-
tically every communal enterprise necessary for the con-
duet of a fairly large Jewish population. The community
even hoasted of a Beth Din, the only one in the British
Empire outside London and which was authorised by the
Chief Rabbi. lle must have had great confidence in the
ability of its members. It is a pity the local congregations
did not respeet their spiritual guides to the extent that the
Chief Rabbi did. Perhaps the system.inhervited from the
old country, where the minister was dependent financially
upon the whims and faneies of committees, of whieh some
members lacked culture and breeding, was a contributing
factor to the sorry situation. The position was certainly
aggravated by the lack of means. A few members of the
community had made money during the pioncering days,
but the vast majority were poor working men and women.

Yet, these men and women were capable of sacrifice.
For the purpose of providing their children with the
education that they thought proper and desirable, they
built schools and engaged teachers at a cost which could
have been nothing else but a finaneial burden. They
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remembered theiv spiritual ties with the IHoly Land and
never failed to hearken io the cry of persecuted brethren
overseas, Nevertheless, their bonds with Britain were as
strong as any Vietorian's. It was to England that they
looked for spiritual guidance and leadership. Because they
felt as Britons, they fought so stoutly for equality and for
their rights as eitizens. It almost became a ereed of the
Jews of Vietoria to partieipate and eontribute of their best
towards the welfare and progress of their municipalities,
their eities and their country. Their names are to be found
associated with all noble causes. They were worthy sons
and daughters of the Colony of Vietoria.

FINIS
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Nineteenth Annual Report and Financial
Statement

To be presented at the Annual Meeting of Members held on
11th December, 1958

The year viewed in retrospeet since our last Annual
Meeting was highlighted by the celebrations in Israel of
the Tenth Auniversary of the founding of the State, in
which World Jewry joy{ully joined. Your President repre-
sented the Rabbinate of Australia at the most significant
religious festivity of the Anniversary, the opening at
Jerusalem of the Supreme Religious Centre on 8th May,
19568,

Another anniversary oceuring during the year was the
granting in 1858 of the right to Jews to sit in the Imperial
Parliament. The event was celebrated in London by =
Centenary Dinner organised by the Anglo-Jewish Associa-
tion, the guest speaker being liord Kilmuir, the Lord
Chancellor. The event drew favourable comment from
Jewish journmals abroad. In Australia, the Centenary
passed almost unnoticed — a contrast to the unusual
fervour which marked the arrival in Sydney of the tidings
in 1858, a lengthy report whereof appears in the first
number of our Journal,

Whilst on tour abroad, Mr, Justice Sugerman, one of
cur Patron Members, established contact with the Jewish
Historieal Society of England and visited its President.

Mr. Raymond Apple, formerly Acting Seeretary of our
Vietorian Branch, and at present a student of Jews'
College in Liondon, has earried out a search in London for
material bearing omn early Australian Jewish history
thought to be in Liondon—a subject suggested by your Hon,
Seeretary. Mnr: ldonel Fredman, M.A., LL.B., Seccretary
(on leave) of our Vietorian Branch, has reported on his-
torical connections in U.S.A., together with suggestions for
the consideration of your Committee.

At the annual observance of Anzae Day at the N.S.W.
Jewish War Memorial, Mr. A. Rothfield, M.C,, B.A, a
member of this Society and a veteran of the First World
War, placed a wreath on the Memorial on behalf of our
members.

Your Committee had the pleasure of congratulating
one of the Soeiety’s outstanding members, Mr, John
(Goulston, on his appointment by the Queen as a Member
of the Order of the British Empire in June,
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The Soeiely regrets to record the death in July of Mr.
Isaac Redelman, a well-known worker for Jewish education
in Sydney.

By way of deduction from membership subseriptions
remitted, a contribution of £25 was made by your Uom-
mittee towards the costs of publication by our Vietorian
Branch of the Selected Short Stories of Nathan Spielvogel.
A number of eopies of the publication have been purchased
through your tlon. Secretary by New South Wales and
other members, and the proceeds remitted direct to the
Victorian 1on, 1'reasurer.

At the Annual General Meeting on the 16th December,
1957, Mr. M. H. Kellerman, B.lée, read a paper on
Benjamin Farjeon, a well-known author who lived for a
time in Victoria and New Zealand.

The Hon. Officers elected at such meeting were as
follows: President, Rabbi Dr. Israel Porash, Ph.D.; Vice-
Presidents, Mr. H. I. Wolff and Rabbi Dr. H, Freedman,
B.A,, Ph.D.; Hon, Secretary, Sydney B. (lass; Hon.
Treasurer, A. D. Robb, F.C.A, (Aust.); Editor of Publica-
tions, David J. Benjamin, LL.B.; Committee, P. Barg, Dr.
G. F. J. Bergman, D.Econ., Mrs., Ronald Brass, B.A.,
M. Z. Forbes, B.A., LL.B., M. H. Kellerman, B.BEe., Alfred
A. Keysor, Rev. R. Lubofsky, B.A., E. Newman.

Including living Life Members and Benefaetors, there
were 234 members finaneial for the year 1957, and 15 new
members have joined for 1958. Of these, 72 were members
of the Vietorian Branch, and 2 new members joined
through that Branch for 1958.

Our Socicty has already entered upon its twenty-first
year, having been founded at a meeting held in Sydney on
the 21st September, 1938, the operative resolution being
as follows :

“That this meeting affirms the necessity of forming
an Australian Jewish Historieal Society and the
persons present agree to the formation of such
Soejety.”

As befits a Soetety of record, our Inaugural Meeting
and our first Business Meeting are fully recorded in our
first publication,

It is hoped to celebrate the coming-of-age vear of our
institution in some fitting manner during the early part of
1959,

On behalf of the Committee,
1, PORUSH, President.
SYDNEY B. GLASS, Hon. Seerefary.
29th October, 1958,
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The year has been a significant and active one. Three
gencral meetings have been held, with an average atten-
dance of 30 people. On 21st March, at the home of Dr.
and Mrs. 8. L, Fredman, Rabbi Dr. E. Schwarez, Ph.D,,
B.IEd,, read a paper on The Origins of Jewish Education in
Victorta up to the Act of 1872. On 28th August, at the
home of Dr. and Mrs. Jacob Jona, Mr. Warren Perry,
B.A,, B.Ec., read a paper on General Sir John Monash:
Scholar, Engineer and Soldier.” 'This evening, at this
meeting at the home of our Chairman and Lady Michaelis,
Mr. Samuel I. Bennett will address us on Rabbi Hayim Zovi
Shneersohn’s Vistt o Australia in 1861,

Last year it was decided to commemorate the Tercen-
tenary of British Jewry by conducting an Essay Competi-
tion for children. Entries were judged by Rabbi Dr., E.
Schwarcz, and the winner was Dennis Rapaport., At the
meeting on 28th August, Dennis was presented with his
prize, together with the bronze commemorative medallion,
presented by Sir Archie Michaelis.

The Branch has continued to distribute The Selecied
Short Stories of Nathan Spielvogel, published by it in a
limited edition of 250 copies signed by the late author.
Following upon the reviews published in the Bullefin and
Ballarat Courier, the Jewish Press, and several literary
magazines, a brochure was compiled to advertise the hook,
and as a result several copies have been sold, ineluding
some in the United States of America. Every member of
the Society is urged fo obtain a copy. The price is two
guineas,

In an attempt to inerease membership, during the year
cirenlars, deseribing the Society, were sent to a mumber of
-members of the cominunity, and subsequently several new
members were enrolied. A further activity during the
vear was the provision of speakers on subjects of historieal
interest to loeal societies. If this scheme can be continued,
it should be a powerful means of disseminating information
about the growth and development of Australian Jewry,
and should also benefit this Society directly.

Largely due to matters concerned with the Spielvogel
hook, the office-bearers’ work this year has been unusually
arduous. For the same reason, as the finaneial statement
will show, administration expenses are rather higher than
in previous years. In August last, the Hon. Secretary, Mr.



Annual Report b1

Lionel M. Fredman, M.A,, LL.B,, departed for Stanford
University, California, where he is pursuing a year's study.
On behalf of the members, the Committee made a presenta-
tion to Mr. I'redman as a token of appreeciation and good
wishes, In Mr. Fredman's absence, Mr. Raymond Apple
has been acting as Hon. Secretary.

On Ist July, one of our leading members, Rabbi Jacob
Danglow, C.M.G., 0.B.E, V.D,, M.A,, retired from active
office after 52 years as Chief Minister of the 8t Kilda
Hebrew Congregation, The Society pays tribute fo his
inspiring leadership over such a long period, and is glad
to see that he is still playing an important role in com-
munal affairs, It wishes him and Mrs. Danglow many more
years in which to be spared to each other and the eom-
munity. During the year, Rabbi Dr. IE. Schwarez left to
take up an eighteen-months’ scholarship to the U.S.A., and
the Society congratulates him and wishes him well. 1t ig
with regret that we note the passing of Mr. Zell Rudin.
He was a foundation member of this Branch and, in faet,
it was in his home that our inaugural meeting was held.
Our sympathy is extended to his bereaved wife and family.

ARCHIE MICHAELIS, Chairman.
RAYMOND APPLE, Acting Hon, Secretary.

1ith December, 1957.

1 would like to add a word of appreciation of the ser-
vices of our Aecting Hon. Secretary, Mr. R. Apple, and of
our Hon. Treasurer, Mr, S. Cohen. Both have had much
extra work to do in conneetion with the Spielvogel book,
and the thanks of all of us are due to them both. Mr. Apple
leaves shortly for a eourse of study at Jews' College,
Lionden, and our lbest wishes are extended for his success.

ARCHIE MICHAELIS,

AUSTRALIAN JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIEYY
VICTCRIAN BRANCH

Financial Statement as at 11th December, 1957

£ s5.d d

Balance brought fwd. ... 99 3 0 Morris Press 0

Proceeds from Sale of Sundry Creditors .. 0

Books ... ... e e e 163 5 & Remitted 1o H.Q. .. . 43 8 0

Loans to Branch towards Hon. Secretary’s Expenses 14 4 1

Publication Expenses . 150 ¢ O Postage and Duty Stamps 1| 14 9

Subscriptions ... ... .. ... 72 9 0 Sundries ... ... . e e 319 9

Interest—C'wealth  Savings

Bank ... ool e o e e 18 11
Sundries ... .. s 0
Balance carried fwd, ... ... 11514 2

£504 16 7 £404 16 7

! s a—

8. COHEN, Hon. Treasurer.
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AUSTRALIAN JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Statement of Receipts and Payments for Year ended 31st December, 1957

RECEIPTS

Balance as at 31/12/56 ... ... .o ..
Subscriptions—

Other than from Victorian Branch 179
Remittances from Victorian Branch 43

Interest . .
Exchange
Sale of "Journals
Contribution 1o Cost of "Journal"
Mr. D. J. Benjamin} ... e s e
Benefactors——
Mrs. Victor |. Cohen, M.B.E. .... ...
The Misses Hollander ... ... ... ...

25
25

o L

d.

]
0

£ s d
9 6 8

222 N
3 8

36 14

5 0 0
£404 2 9

——

PAYMENTS

By Printing, Stationery and Postage ...

Bank Charges and Exchange
Hire Hall .
Subscnpﬂons m olher Socuehes
Refund—Advance by Secretary ...
Subscriptions to cther Journals ...
ENSUrances ... v s cer e v e e
General Expenses ... .. e e eeee o
Cash—
On Hand ..
Balance at Commonweahh Savmgs
Bank of Australia as at
3112757 e e e e e

£ s.d £ s d

203 5 8

5 3

319 ©

5 50

24 14 10

2 2 6

T 4 0

310 46
1317 8
145 18 4

152 16 O

£404 2 9

e e s

| have examined the books and vouchers of the Australian Jewish Historical Society for the year ended 31st December,
1957, and hereby certify that the above Statement of Receipts and Payments is In accordance therewith.
D. BOLOT, A.T.C.A., FASA,

185 £lizabeth Street,
Sydney.
271h October, 1958,

A. D. ROBB, F.CA.

Hon. Auditor.
{Aust.),
Hon. Treasurer.
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Benefactions have heen received in memory
of the following:
T

ERNEST SAMUEL MARKS, C.B.E.
ADOLPH AND AMELIA ALEXANDER.
GERALD AND ISABELLE BENJAMIN,

ERNEST R. BARUCH.
SIMON JOSEPH GUSS.

SIR SAMUEL AND LADY COHEN.

HYAM SHOLOM AND KATHLEEN HIMMELFERB.
HERMAN AND RACHEL AHRONSON.
WILLIAM L. AND GLADYS N. COHEN.

ELIAS AND LEBA GREEN.
SIR BENJAMIN BENJAMIN AND LADY BENJAMIN.
ALFRED AND MAY PHILLIPS.
FREDERICK DAVID AND ESTHER ZILLAH MICHAELIS.
JACOB AND ENIMA GLASS.
% PERCY BRIGHTON COHEN,
e,

o o ™ ™ e e e T e ™,




~ vorresponding Member for treat Brifaln :
CECIL ROTH,
31 Charibury Road, Oxford.

Representative of the Soclety for United States of Amerion :

Miss FANNY GOLDSTEIN,
West Ind Branch, Library of the City of Boston,
Massachusetts, U.8.A,

Benefactor Members :
Mra, ISRAEL GREBEN.
SIMON GREEN.
RALPH SYMONDS.
HARRY LESNIE,

Life NMembers :
Mrs, RONALD BRASS, B.A.
GORDON M. ALEXANDER,
ARTHUR D, ROBB, F.C\A. (Aust).
Mrs, ARTHUR D. ROBB.

Members of Pubiication Commities :

SYDNEY B. GLASS.
DAVID J. BENJAMIN, LL.B.
HERBERT I. WOLFF.

The smount of the subscriptlon payable by a member Is
ons gulnea per annum, commencing from the 1st of January
{n each year.

A person donating an amount of not less than £26 in one
sum may be elected by the Committee n Benefactor Member of
the Soclsty.

~—(From the Rules of the Society.)



