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John )lonash's parents wel'l' Jewish.1 His father, 
Louis .Jlonash, was born in 1831 at Krotosehin hi Prnssian 
Poland. HC' t·ame to Australia in 1~53 tO seek his fortune 
on the gol<lfields, but. aeeording to John ::\lonash, his father 
"neYer went to the goldfielt.ls. but established a merchant's 
business in illelbourne." At a datl' which is not known, 
Louis i\lonash became a partner in a firm of softgoods 
importers known as 1.\lartin and J.lonash, who carried on 
business at 19 Little Collins Street. )lelbourne. Louis 
Monash returned to Europe sometime in 1862 to buy stock 
and to visit his relatives in Prussia. There, in 1863, at 
Stettin, a Prussian town on the Baltic Sea, he married 
Bertha :Manasse, who was the sister of his brother's wife. 
Louis l\.Ionash, accompanied by his wife, then returned to 
the Colon,- of Victoria. They sailed from Liverpool on the 
11 th Februar;·, 1864, in the Empire of Peace and landed in 
i\Ielbonrne on the 5th June, 1864.2 

John l\Ionash was born in the following year. He was 
born at 1 Raebel Terraee,.Dudley Street, West Melbourne, 
on the 23rd June, 1865. He said the year before 'he died, 
that: "I was born ... in a terrace of houses which are still 
standing overlooking- the Flagstaff Hill, so named because 
one of the earliest Government Houses stood on the hill, 
and on its flagstaff a flag was flown ,vhenevcr the English 
mail arrived in port." John :i\Ionash, who was the eldest 
and only son of a family of three children," spent the first 
nine years of his life in i\Ielbourne. 

The first school he attended was St. Stephen's School 
at Docker's Hill in Riehmond,4 where the attention of the 
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headmaster' was attracted by his capacity in English 
literar;v subjects and that of the boys by his skill in amus­
ing them with drawings. 

In 1874, John :11onash's father went into business in 
the remote country town of Jerilderie in New South Wales. 
There John :\Ionash beeame a pupil of :i\Ir. William Elliott," 
who was a teacher-presumably at the local State school. 
l\Ir. Elliott exercised a strong influence on the moulding of 
John :\Ionash's character. In the year before his death, 
:\Ionash said that: "During the three years of our sojourn 
in Xe,v South \Vales, I had, as a growing boy, a vividly 
interesting experience of country life, learning to ride, and 
also much bushcraft. The teacher at the local school was 
William Elliott, who took a personal interest in me and 
taught me many things outside the school curriculum, such 
as the higher mathematics and so on. :\Ir. Elliott gave up 
school~teaching in the early 'eighties and became a news­
paper proprietor, ... He is still alive and in robust health, 
and remembers me with affection." 

After a residence of about three years at J erilderie, 
:Mrs. :Monash, at the suggestion of l\ir. Elliott, brought her 
three children back to :.\lelbourne 7 for the continuance 
there of their education in surroundings ,vith better educa­
tional opportunities. 

John .c\Ionash was enrolled at Scotch College in :\Iel­
bourne on the 9th October, 1877. The impressive bluestone 
buildings of the College in those days stood in Lansdowne 
Street facing Fitzroy Gardens. The Principal of the 
College was Dr. ..Alexander itlorrison, l\I.A., LL.D. 
)Ionash's scholastic record at this College was a distin­
guished one. He passed the rnatriculatiori examination in 
1879 at the age of H years. Monash left Scotch College in 
December, 1881. In that rear he obtained at a public 
examination first-class honours in French and (3erman, as 
well as an exhibition in ilia thematics valued at £25; he was, 
,vith Ja mes S. Thomson, Dux of the College; and he "·as 
also Dux in l\Iathematics. s 

John }!onash decided to continue his education at the 
University of :Melbourne. He entered this rniversity in 
l\Iarch, 1SS2, as an undergraduate in the Faculty of Arts. 

Reading ·was only one of the methods John l\fonash 
employed, during his student <lays, for ·widening and 
deepening the scope of his knowledge. He attended sittings 
at Law Courts to hear legal arguments, and visited Parlia-
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mrnt House t(1 listen there to dehatC's; hr was promi1wut in 
<le hating societies; and he took regular le~sons in painting; 
he wrote artieles, i1H'luding lett1..•rs, to 1wwspapers. He 
acquired mu<'h skill as u ,voo<.hrnrker and as a pianist; and 
he had a great passion for mm,iC'.u l-11~ br0arnt• intP11sely 
inter{~stcd in Pngiil(>ering eonstruetion, at ahout 18 years 
ot' aw., and walked ahout ::\Ielbourne to wateh the erN·tion 
of buildings and the oiwration of <lre<lges. 

:IIU.\'A:-i!I BEC'O:llES A.\' E.\'Ul,\;EER 

In the Year IS~4 . .JI011a~h ha<l, for financial l't'as!)ns, to 
suspend his· ('.ourse at the CniYrrsit,· of ::\lelbourne and seek 
employme11t. · 

He obtai1wd a position with tlw engi1w0ring <'Ompany 
of Da,·id .Jiunro and Company Limite<l1 l~.!- Queen Street. 
).lelbourne, as a junior mPmber of its engiIIN'ring staff. 
'l'here he workf'd under .Jlr. c;eorge Higgins. This company 
had beiun at this time, 01· was about to beg:in, the c•onstrue­
tion of the present Pri11('e's Bridge aC'ross the Yarra Ri...-er 
in the City of ;\lelbourne. 1' 1 ~Ionash was helped in this 
work by haYing had at the Cniversity some instruction in 
surveying, 11 and within two ~·ears he was gfren charge of 
the C'arthworks. both on the shore and in the rin•r bed, and 
of the wholP of the masonry.1:! 

It ean onl~- he presumed that ;\lonash was present at 
the c•en·monly of laying the foundation stone of the new 
Prinee's Bridge, whieh was perfo1·nw<l by the :.\Ia~·oress of 
)Jelbourne (:ilr:-.. ,J. (', ~trwartl on Tuesday, 7th Septem-
ber, lt:86. . 

Early in till' yt•ar 1:-;~/. :\lonash obtained a position a:-: 
engineer-in-(•luwgP of eonxtrnetion "'iYorks1 \Yith a firm of 
contractors whe \Yerr buildin;.; that part of the Outer Cirri<.' 
Raih,,a,· whfrh linked FairfiPl<l Park with Odkleigh, ..:\t 
this tin;e he was only 22 yPars of ag-e. 

Of that st•C'tion of the OntC'l' ( 'irde Hail way 011 whi('}1 
:;,\lonash was employt'Ll. it was said, in a )lelbour1w nt•ws­
paper in 1lar<'h, IS90, that: 

The last scrtion (.if what is still ('alle(l the Out('r C'ii-ele railway 
is now b1"ing- cnnstnwtp,J.l:{ It t'Xtenrls from Fairfield, un t1\(' 
Alphington arnl lfoi<lellwrg- lint•, to a point hetwt'en Oakleigh arnl 
Murrumbeena, a total dista1we of 9! mil('s. This Sl'dion is <'arried 
closely upon the line sul'wyell by 11r. Higginbotham. It crosses the 
Yarra Lehind the Kt•w Lunatic .-\.sylum and runs thence to Normanby· 
road and tlwu in a straight lint' to the Lilydn.le linf', whi('h it t·ro::ise~ 
at right :rnglvs lJt'l\n'l'll Jlawtht<,rn awl Caruberwell, running through 
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Hartwell, and after crossing Gardiner's Creek joins the Gippslantl 
line. About a mile from this junction a branch, five miles long, is 
being constructed to Burnely. 'l'he cost of this section for permanent 
way only is £58,169. and for the section of the Outer Circle between 
Fairfield and Oakleigh,41 £125,0lG. The latter contract should have 
been completed in September, 1889, but is still unfinished, and will 
probably remain so for six months longer.la 

As far as can be ascertained, Monash finished his work 
on the Outer Circle Railwa,' sometime in the year 1891. 

It was a time of great financial distress. By the begin­
ning of 1891, a financial spectre began to haunt large 
sections of the community in Victoria, and indeed through­
out· Australia. Yet despite the financial crisis of 1891· and 
his, 110 doubt, onerous duties as Engineer-in-Charge of 
the construction works of that section of the Outer Circle 
Railway from Fairfield Park to Oakleigh, l\Ionash found 
time to prepare himself for academic honours. On 4th 
April, 1891, he graduated at the l"niversity of l\Ielbourne 
as a Bachelor of Engineering and, in addition, he was 
awarded "The Argus" Scholarship. Bnt he did not termi­
nate his academic studies at this point, as so many others 
do after obtaining a first degree in one or other of the 
faculties of a university. As this story unfolds it will be 
seen that he was to continue his academic studies through­
out his life. Tv:o years after receiving the degree of 
Bachelor of Enginee1·ing1 :Monash was admitted, on the 
18th ll'larch, 1893, to the degree of l\Iaster of Civil 
Engineering at the same universit;y. 

EJIIPLOYJ\IENT WITH THE MELBOURNE HARBOUR 
TRUST 

Monash was appointed to the staff of the Melbourne 
Harbour Trust on 20th July, 1892, as a draughtsman 
in its ·Engineering Branch, which was in charge of the 
Engineer-in:-Chief, l\.fr. A. l\I. Alexander.16 

If there was an interval between the termination of 
his employment with the contractors for the Fairfield 
Park-Oakleigh railway line and the commencement of his 
employment with the Melbourne Harbour Trust, neither 
the duration of this interval nor the way in which Monash 
employed the time during this interval is now known. 

At the time l\Ionash joined the Melbourne Harbour 
Trust it was organised into three branches, namely, the 
Administrative Branch, the Nautical Branch and the 
Engineering Branch. Its offices were situated at 475 
Collins Street, l\Ielbourne.17 
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:Monash said in 1930, of his work· with the l\lelbonr1w 
Harbour Trust during the period 1892-1894, that: "I 
designed many of the works now extant in the Port of 
l\ielbourne, such as the transit sheds on the Yarra wharves, 
the .illaribyrnong Swing Bridge,18 and many roads, 
drainage schemes, and the like. During this period, I 
further qualified as J\:Iunicipal Surveyor/0 as Engineer for 
Water Supply,20 and as Patent Attorney." 

The year 1893 opened in Victoria in an economic• 
atmosphere of strained expectancy. In the first month, on 
30th January, the Federal Bank of Australia Limited, with 
its head office in Collins Street, lllelbourne, suspended pa,-­
ments,21 and furthrr financial disasters in Yictoria 
followed. 

As a consequence of the resultant economic depression, 
the l\Ielbourne Harbour Trust had to reduce its staff, and 
.Monash was umong those who were retrenched. It is pro­
bable that his employment with the i\lelbourne Harbom 
Trust was terminated in 1894, sometime before 30th June?' 

l\IONASH GOES INTO PRIVATE PRACTICE 
:Monash yms, in the year 1894, twenty-nine years of 

age, married" and unemployed. But he faced the depres­
sion by going into· private practice in that year as a Con­
sulting Engineer and Patent Attorney. 

He went into partnership with l\lr. J. T. N. Ander­
son," and they opened their office at 49 Elizabeth Street, 
:i\Ielbourne.2;'' l\lonash was to remain in prh·ate practice in 
l\Ielbourne for the next twenty years,2(1 that is, until the 
outbreak of war in August, 1914. 

From 1896 onwards, he specialised in constructional 
work in reinforced concrete. He quickly built up a large 
practice in this branch of engineering. l\lonash said that 
"the practice of reinforeed concrete (engineering) in Aus­
tralia dated from 1896 and in Victoria from 1898".27 It 
was said that his knowledge of the French and German 
languages was "a powerful aid" to him in studying the 
~11 bject of reinforced concrete, for in those days most of 
the articles on this subject were to be found only in journals 
which were printed in those languages. 

l\Ionash's professional standing rose rapid!,- in private 
practice. He had studied Law28 in order, it has been said, 
to interest himself, as an Engineer, in arbitration work. 
He soon bnilt up a large Australia-,vide connection as a 
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consultant, an expert witness and an arbitrator in engineC'l'­
ing litigation. As an expert witness in courts of law he 
was much sought after, and he figured in many notable 
cases, some of which ,vent to the Privy Council in London. 
where they were decided largely on his eYi<lence.2:i 

'l'wo particular cases in which he appeared as an 
<.'xpert witness were the \Vater Rights dispute between two 
pastoralists in the Riverina in New South \Yales, John 
Hutchinson Blaekwood and David ~icCaughey (1898) and 
the drainage case in Victoria, Jaan Kannuluik v. the 
l\layor, etc., of Hawthorn, in the year 1903. 

The ease of Blackwood Y. :i\IcCaughey was an aetion 
"brought by the plaintiff (Blackwood) against the Ueft'n­
dant (i\lel'anghey) for damage done to the plaintiff's land 
and stoek prior to 1st NoYember, 1896. The plaintiff. who 
was the owner of Booabula Station in the lllunnmbidgce 
district, sued the defendant1 who owned Coree Station in 
the same distrirt, to rec·oYcr c•ompensation to the amount 
of £10,000 for the loss he had sustained bv tlw defendant's 
having construeted two dams upon his· property whit·h 
interfered with the natural flow of the Yanro and Dilla­
bong Creeks and deprin'd plaintiff thereby of the use of 
the waterY0

• Exreecling-ly strong counsel ·were retained by 
both the plaintiff and the defendant. The senior eonnsel 
for the plaintiff \Blackwood) was Sir Julian Salomons, the 
recognised leader of the New South Wales Bar; the lead­
ing counsel for the defendant (1\leCaughey) was the 
Attornev-General, J. H. Want. The plaintiff also engaged, 
as an e;._pert witness, the consulting engineer, l\lajor John 
l\icilash, of :Melbourne. 31 

The ease was heard in the Baneo Court in Sydney 
before the Chief Justiee, Sir Frederick .Darlc;·,, and a jury 
of twelYe. At the hearing of the ease on Thursday, lith 
l\larch, 1898, l\lonash, as a witness for the plaintiff, began 
his evidence by saying: "I am a civil engineer and carry 
on bu$iness in l\lelbourne. I have had considerable experi­
ence in hydraulic engineering. I have made Ee\·eral visits 
to the district, in whieh the Billabong an<l Yanco are, in 
connection with surveys, but apart from that I have known 
the distriet for many years. I was up there in July and 
October, 1897, and in l\lareh, 1898. I han~ exarninf'd tlw 
Billabong an<l Yanco across from \\ra11ganella up to the 
:\f urrumbidgee-". :t:? 
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After a hearing which lasted thirteen dars, this ease 
was brought to a close on Wednesdar, 1st June, 1898. The 
Chief Justice took less than an hour and a half in summing 
up; the jury, after having retired for about the same 
period, gave a verdict in favour of the plaintiff with 
damages for the amount of £2,000.33 

In the case of Kannuluik v. the i\layor, etc., of Haw­
thorn in 1903, llfonash and Bernard Smith appeared as 
expert witnesses for the plaintiff (Kannuluik). This ease 
has been summarised in the following words: "A muni­
cipality employing an efficient, skilful engineer constructed 
a drain within its district under the powers conferred by 
the Local Government Act. 1890. This drain was of insuffi­
cient capacity to carry off the water drainage and offensive 
matter that flowed into it, and in times of heavy rain 
caused damage to the plaintiff. It was held br the Full 
Court that the municipality was liable for the damages 
thus eaused".34 A resened judgment, with a verdict in 
favour of the plaintiff, was given in the Supreme Court 
in Melbourne on Wednesday, 14th October, 1903. It was 
said that this ease became a leading one on the question of 
the liabilit;v of local government authorities in connection 
with the drainage and flooding of land." 

But :Monash found litigation work some,vhat distaste­
ful, and he seems to have gradually withdra,\·n from this 
particular field. 

He had some connection with the building of the l\Iorell 
Bridge over the Y arra River in line with Anderson Street, 
i\Ielboume-near the Botanic Gardens. The memorial 
stone of this bridge was laid by the Minister of Public 
Works, the Hon. J. '\V. Tarnner, N.L.A., on Friday, 24th 
February, 1899. It was probably opened for traffic later 
that year. The bridge was constructed of concrete, on the 
monier system, and the contract price for the work was 
£5,700, v:hich was paid by the (fovernment of Yietoria and 
the Council of the City of :Melbourne.3° It was said of 
l\Ionash's engineering practice that this bridge .. was the 
forerunner of a very large and extensive practice in bridge 
building and general engineering construction, mainly in 
reinforced concrete, which extended beyond Victoria into 
South Australia and Tasmania".3 i 

Monash received many jobs in other States of Aus­
tralia. Some of these jobs were connected with the con­
struction of the railway from Bundaberg t.o Gladstone in 
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Queensland, the :\lullcwa to Cue railway in \Yestcrn Aus­
tralia, the Kelly Basin to Uormanston railway in Tasmania, 
and he designed the King Rh·er Bridge on the railway line 
from Burnie to Zeehan.:-;i,i 

As a step towards the more C'ffidcnt dl'n·lopment of 
this l'Pinforred concrete industry, ::\lonash founded in \Ti<:­
toria, in the year 19011 a eompany known as "The )lonier 
Pipe Company Proprietary Limitrd",:w with its registered 
office in Olh·er's Lane, off 13S Flinders Street, )lelbourne:10 

There were originally three Directors and fin~ Sharrhoklers 
of this Company, DaYid }Iitchell,41 the father of l,anw 
Nellie :Melba, was the ~hairman of Directors; John Oibson 
was the l\lanaging Director i and John )lonash was a 
Director.-12 The original Shareholders of the Company 
were Joshua Thomas Noble Anderson, John Gibson, DaYid 
}Iitehell, John ::llonash, and Edward .\lbert Newbigin. 
Newbigin was also the original Secretary of the Company. 
One of the objects of this Company wa:,;: "To acquire and 
exercise all the rights now held by .Jlessrs . .Jlonash and 
Anderson of .Melbourne in the State of Yictoria under an 
agreement with :l\Iessrs. Gummow, Forrest and Co,i:. Ltd. 
of SYdneY in the State of New South Wales dated 16th 
day ~f September 1901 so far as relates to the manufacture, 
use and sale of monier pipes of any type or design eoYCr('d 
bY Letters Patent numbered 15298".'" 

~ After some years of difficult and often discouraging 
~xperimental work with reinforced concrete, 11onash sue~ 
ceeded in establishing this new industry in Australia.H 

In the year 1910, l\Ionash went overseas on private 
business soon after Lord Kitchener's Yisit to Austraiia. 
Monash sailed from )Ielbourne on Wednesday, 23rd March, 
1910," in the R.M.S. Otranto for En:,;land. He also Yisited 
the Continent and returned to .Australia via the Cnited 
States of Amcriea. He arrii:ed back in :Melbourne by train 
from Sydney on \Yednesday, 2nd November, 1910.4t1 

A teehniC.!al engineering lecture, illustrated with 
lantern sli<les, on the results of this trip o\·erseas was given 
by ;\lonash in Melbourne on 5th April, 1911, to members of 
the Yietorian Institute of Engineers. The leeture" was 
entitled "Some Impressions of TraYel"," and }lonash con­
cluded it with these words: 

One cannot return from a tour thruugh the prineipal eountrie~ of 
the world without carrying back tlw strong impression that the 
present century belongs to the engineer, :rnrl that, although much 
has been achieve<l, mueh scope remains for further development. Ju 
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'i'IJ1.:ul:u, I would say tktt, situated as we are, so far from the 
'/Hf,.'s of 11rofessional activit~·, a serious burden of responsibility is 
ast upon the Australian engineer to keep himself as well as he can, 

diligent pcrus:al of teclmfral literature, abreast of the rapid 
i'Xf!<insion of his profession in the older wurhl.48 

It is recorded in the Calendar of the University of 
:1Jdbourne for the year 1913 that Sir Thomas a'Beckett, 

serwd on the Council of the University for upwards 
,,d twenty-five years, did not seek re-election on the expira­
t.ion nf his term of office in l\lti;\~, 1912) and that Lieutenant­
; ·,,1,,nel John Monash, B.A., LL.B., M.C.E., was elected to 
:rn I his Yacancy. 

)Ionash had always kept in <·lose touch ,vith Univer­
,; ry life in various capacities. He had been an honorary 
examiner of the School of Engineering at the University 

a number of years previously. It was said in October, 
:l 12, that: "Some changes have just been decided upon by 

Lhe Engineering Faculty in regard to co-examiners in Civil 
En:1ineering subjects.49 Colonel l\lonash, .JI.C.E., etc., as 
;;n expert in reinforced concrete, will in future examine in 
· 'iyil Engineering, Part I, which includes that subject. He 
i;:nnerly examined in Civil Engineering, Part Il".'30 He 
liad also given courses of lectures in hydraulic engineering 
::1!d on reinforeed concrete in the Sehool of Engineering. 

\Vas said in October, 1912, that: "One of the tendencies 
l)llr time is the greater speeialisation which is being. 

:ntnrduced into courses of engineering studies at universi-
In this connection ,ve ·welcome the introduction of 

,;n;_'.dalists as lecturers in our School. Not only have vl'·e 
· added to onr staff Lecturers in Electrical 

Eudrn.:ering, and in Engineering Design and Drawing, but 
WJ\V have Colonel John l\Ionash, )l.C.E., delivering a 

, ·,ri1.'.s of addresses on reinforced concrete''."1 

:\Ionash had been an active member of the Victorian 
i1e,1imte of Engineers since 1904. This Institute had been 

fHmde<l in 1'Ielbourne in 1883, and at its Annual General 
iu )ielbonrne on 17th April, 1912, 1lonash was 

unopposed to its office of President. In his intro­
du.·tor;1: speech, as the new President, )lonash said that 

sneeess of a body like theirs depended not on the Presi­
\L,nt alone-not on the Council alone, but more largely 
~1i:111 npon any other factor upon the individual members. 

from the members that the governing body drew its 
and authority, and it depended on the indivi­

snpport of every member of the Institute, whether 



the Institute as a whole would :-;ue(·eetl. Thnl' wel'P n'l"l ;1, i' 
<lirl·dions in whi(·h tlH: lt\1-'mhv1·::- vould lH:lp. and a(•(•ord tt', 

the ('ouneil and tlw Prcsidt.'.llt CY('n g:rPater ;o:;HfJJJqrt 1!1st' 
in tht> p:.11-,t. lhll' was in the direetiou of tlw monthh· nH:tt 
in~s. In those nwt'ting-s 1•\·,•ry lll(011lber ('Olll(l hd1,." tli 
b~· making it a poi11t d' hi,11wrn· tti .Jti('lld w!wtien•r pussild\' 
secondly, by (·oming forward with JJalH;Ts and le.(·tmTs <J:t 

suhjeet matter:,; of lht·ir (1\n1 1,ra(·til·v. whi1·h ,wn, ('Nlill 
to br of intt·rest to otlwr nwmh,/rs: and la:·nh·, In· dis1·n:->;in·· 
freely all the pap(•r:-: ,rnd snhjeds lirou~!n iJ,•r,:n: ihun. 1 
that eould bv done in a µ.:reaH'l' n1t.'<1,;nr1.• tluw in th1-: 1,a:-:1:. h, 
thought that the l'Ominµ: s1-·ssion 1xp1t!d iw S1H·<·(:ss/n!.:,:· 

)lonash remairn·d in nfiiee as the ln~tinrte's Prcs),l(';,· 
for the sllel'e1.•(lin_g _Yt'<1t·;-; ~if 11)1:{, 1Dl4 and l~Jl;') ab:o. 

~\t the ~\mrnal (ieneral }ledin~ nf lliv Irn,liUJ>;· 
1913, whieh was held i11 }lclbr.1ut·1w un \\'hlll\.'Sda\. 
l\lareh, lDl:3, ..\lollash ddi,;cred Pn,,:,idvnth.d ~\ddn·::;s :.i1t 1:!1',: 

subjeet of "The E11giw:eri11g Prof('ssion in ~\ustrali;1" 
In the following yt?ar his Presidential .Address to 1J1v 
Institute, whid1 was dcli\·cred in }ll'lhourni~ in ~\pril, 1'.11 
was on tht• suhjl'(·t of "The The(Jl';" and Prnd !(•(• 

Heinforeed C\mert•1t· C'onstn1di011" .-.• This ·w;1s 
the last oceasion that }lonash addre:-;f::ed 1ht• lnsiitntv c1s 
Presi<leut, although he ,v:1s to rt't,iin that offi(•e !i.1r t 

more years. 
At the Amrnal < ieneral ..\lePting of the YietiJdm1 

Institute of Engi1wers in .:.\lelbourne on \V e<lnes<lay, :?Di h 
1\Iareh, 1916, the retiring Presid(·nt 1 Brigadier-( ~(~nn;i l 
1\Ionash, was absent. He was then serving overseUs iu eorn 
mand of the 4th Australian Infantry Brigade of the All:<· 
tralian Imperial For(•e .. .:\t this m(•etinµ:, Professor lfrnr .. 
Payne/i5 the Dean of the Faeulty of Engineering at fr:· 
l1niversity of JlelbournC', moYed: "That this meetirn.:,­
members of the \.,..it·torian Institult' c,f Enginerrs pla<"es on 
record its high esteem for, a11J. its thanks to, the n·tirini.r 
Presi<lent. Ueneral :\Ionash/'v for thl' able mamwr in whi1-·h 
he has fulfilled tlw pn•sith•ntial fmwtions duriuµ: his 1t·rm 
of office an<l for the hrillinnt way in whlC'h he upheld the 
glorr of .Australia in 1bl: military opt~ratious at the frnw 
in the great war l)l1 lwhalf of tlt1~ Ernpil·e".:.i 

But let u~ return for a momeHt to a review of 1' li,­
events ,vhieh followt><l th(• outhrt•ak of "\\<ll' in ~.\rnrnst. l'.ll-1. 
and to l\Ionash's l'('latilJn:-hip 10 thl'se 1..•\'1..•nts. 
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THE WAR OF 1914-18 

With the outbreak of the War of 1914-18 in August, 
1914, the most spectacular part of Monash's career began. 

On 15th September, 1914, he was appointed to the 
A.I.F. and posted to the command of the 4th Infantry 
Brigade of that force. He was promoted later, but with 
effect on and from this date, to the rank of Brigadier­
General. He sailed from Australia with his Brigade in 
December, 1914. It disembarked at Alexandria on 1st 
February, 1915. There the 4th Australian Infantry 
Brigade became part of Major-General Sir Alexander 
Godlev's New Zealand and Australian Division. This 
Divisi;,n was part of Lieutenant-General Sir William Bird­
wood's Australian and New Zealand Army Corps. 

Monash subsequently took the 4th Infantry Brigade 
to Gallipoli. He commanded it there throughout the cam­
paign, which began on Suuday, 25th April, 1915, and after 
the withdrawal of the A.I.F. from Gallipoli in December, · 
1915, he took the Brigade back to Egypt. 

On 2nd June, 1916, Monash sailed from Alexandria, 
with the 4th .Infantry Brigade, for France. He reached 
Marseilles and disembarked the Brigade there on 7th June, 
1916. 

But a month after j\fonash's arrival in France he 
became a divisional commander. On 10th July, 1916, be 
was appointed to command the 3rd Australian Division 
and promoted to the rank of Major-General. A British 
corps commander subsequently expressed the opinion that 
Monash ,vas the best divisional commander he had met on 
the Western Front. 

Monash was appointed on 1st June, 1918, to command 
the Australian Army Corps, with the rank of Lieutenant­
General, vice General Sir William Birdwood, who had 
been appointed to command the Fifth British Army but 
retained command of the A.I.F. 

The Australian Army Corps became an· instrument for 
offensive military operations which, for size and striking 
power, exceeded all other corps in the war of 1914-18. 

After the Armistice, which began on 11th November, 
1918, came the great tasks of repatriation and demobiliza­
tion. 

Monash was appointed Director-General of the Depart­
ment of Repatriation and Demobilization on 1st December, 
1918, with Headquarters in London at 54 Victoria Street. 
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He said: "I finally left France on 30th November and I 
took up duties in ·London the next morning, Sunday, 1st 
Deeember".r.:-1 

Twelve months after the Armistice, )lonash had com­
pleted his great task in London. On the e,·e of his depar­
ture from England for Australia, he said in a press inter­
view that: 

I have been away from home for five years, but the last nine 
months have been much more strenuous than the four years of war. 
Demobilization proved a stupendous tusk, I was hardly allowed 
breathing time. But it is now practically completed so far as I am 
concerned. I can return believing that the best possible use has 
been made of the meagre facilities that existed.:iB 

On Saturday, 15th November, 1919, Monash and Bird­
wood sailed from London in the Ormonde for Australia. 

General Birdwood, who did not relinquish the appoint­
ment of General Officer Conmrnnding the Australian 
Imperial Forces until 10th September, 1920, had been 
invited bv the Australian Government to visit Australia. 
He disem"barked at Perth and remained in Western Aus­
tralia. for about a month before he came on to ~lelbourne. 

Monash arrived in )lelbourne on Friday, 26th Decem­
ber, 1919. Six months after his return to Australia he was 
demobilized. His services in the A.LF. were terminated on 
13th June, 1920. 

Thereafter, until his retirement from the Army ten 
years later, he remained on the Cnattaehed List of the 
..r\ustralian .:\lilitar;· Forces.uu 

'l'HE POS'1'-1VAR YEARS 

In :March1 1918, the first Victorian ( }on~rnment to be 
led by H. S. W. Lawson was formed. One of the most 
important matters of concern to the new Premier was that 
of the Report of the ".\.dvisor,· Committee on Brown Coal. 
In his policy speech at Castlemaine on Thursday1 27th 
June, 1918,°1 Lawson declared that it was his Uovern­
ment's intention to introduce in the forthcoming session of 
Parliament a Bill for the ereation of a State power system 
which was to be ma.nagt•<l by a body of men who had the 
necessary technical ilnd busine::;s knowledge to co-ordinate 
the suppl)· of electrieity in \Tictoria. As a further step in 
the execution of this poliey1 the Elrctri(•ity Commissioners' 
B;n was submitted to Parliament on 10th December, 191c, 
and it received the Hoyal Assent on 7th January, 1919. 
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The terms of this Act called for the appointment of 
three part-time Commissioners, each for a period not 
exceeding seven years. On 4th March, 1919, the first three 
Commissioners were appointed. They were Emeritus Pro­
fessor T. R. Lyle, who was the Chairman, the Hon. George 
Swinburne, and Archibald l\lcKinstry, who resigned four 
months later and was succeeded by Sir Robert Gibson. 

Towards the end of 1920, the work of the first Com­
missioners had increased so much that they recommended 
the addition of a full-time chairman to their number. 
Monash was persuaded by the Government of Victoria to 
accept the position of General Manager on the understand­
ing that he vrnuld be appointed full-time chairman as soon 
as the necessary amending legislation was enacted. By an 
Order-in-Council, made on 28th September, 1920, Monash 
was appointed General lllanager "for the purpose of the 
undertaking of the Electricity Commissioners . . . to be 
installed and carried out by the Commissioners in the 
neighbourhood of lllorwell and the distribution of electri­
city therefrom approved by Order-in-Council on the second 
day of July, 1920, at a salary, at the rate of £3,000 per 
annum, payable monthly; such appointment to be for a 
term of five years dating from the first day of October, 
1920".00 It has been said that: "Sir John l\ionash's decision 
to undertake the work illustrates that high sense of public 
duty whieh, with his genius as an organiser and adminis­
trator, was to endow the State undertaking with much or 
his own prestige, and which was to give him the pivotal 
place in its history. He could, with much greater financial 
advantage to himself, have commercialised both his genius 
and prestige in the engineering and general business life 
of Australia. He preferred to give his seryices to his fellow 
Australians in pcaee as he had done in ,war".6:t 

In 1920, a new Act"' changed the title "Electricity 
Commissioners" to the "State Electricity Commission of 
Victoria" and provided for the -appointment of ll!onash as 
full-time Chairman at a salary of £3,000 per annum. He 
took office, as Chairma111 on 1st January, 1921, and was 
assisted by three part-time Commissioners, namely, Pro­
fessor T. R. , Llye, Ueorge Swinburne and Sir Robert 
Gibson. From then on, until his death on 8th October, 
1931, the Commission had the full benefit of Monash's 
"genius, his amazing industry, decisiveness, and zeal for 
the public good and the welfare of tho c,, •e".65 
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)Ionash worked tirel('ssly from the «mts.C't a~ Chairman 
of the State Electricity Commission. In thb JHl-Sitic,n 1te 
built up quietly, and in the t'a<:e of great diffieultie:,;, a hugt 
eledricitv und0rtaking. 

Ou ;;th Fcbruary, .... Hl21, the first sod was turned at the 
site of the power station at Yallourn, and 011 ~-!th Ju11e1 

1924, the City of :.\lelhourne recein·d its first supply of 
electricity from the po\YCl' station at Yalk1urn. The \Yi11-

11ing of brown coal from the open cut at Yallonrn hvgan {•11 

21st August, 192-±. 
At the request uf members of the Legislatin•, Coun­

cil of Yictoria, l\lonash met members of the Legi~latin· 
Council and Local (lovcrnnwnt representatives in the Com­
mittee Room of the LcJislative Council on Tw•sday even­
ing, 9th Deecmber, 192-!-, to give them information ahout 
the "Ml;'lbourne Electric Supply Company Bill'./''; which 
was at that time being considere<l by the Leghdativc Com:­
eil, and to an1:,wer {lllestions put to him about this Bill.r;, 
This meeting was presided o\·er hy the PrL•sident of the 
Legislative Cound l, the Hon. Frank Clarke. 

The year 192!J marked th(' ('H<l of the first del'ad(' of 
the history of the State Electricity Commission. It had 
been a decade of great aehievl'mcnt for the Commission. It 
was 8aid that: "The Commission s('rn~d pral'tit·tdly till' 
whole of the metropolitan area, 1-11 vountry towns and 
eentres-95 of which had no supply lH'l'\"iously-and hun­
dreds of farmers in Yarious parts of the State .... The 
hriquetting factory was proUucing about 500 tons of indus­
trial and domestic briquettes a day. and on what had, tC'n 
years previously, been unelearcd hush, stood Yallourn 
ib;elf, a well-designed, sclf-containN1 town of m·rr 4,00 
houses".68 

Despite the pressure of his work as Chairman of the 
State Eleetrieity Commission, :.\lonash never lost interest 
in other public dtitiCs which he wus called upon to perform 
Jrom timl;' to time and in the aca<lemiC' life· of the Cnivl;'r­
sity of Melbourne. 

Ami<l a gathering of brilliantly rube<l graduates in 
\Yilson Hall at the Cniversity of Jlelbourne on ::\londa~·, 
22nd l\lan•h, 1920) neneral }le.mash and Uenrral Birdwood 
wPre admitted "by speeial graec" to the l1rgrce of Doctor 
of Laws for distinguished public: s('rviec. .A press report1111 

of the ceremony described the two ncnerals as wearing­
sc-arlet robes over khaki uni forms. On ;°)aturday afternoon, 



300 Australian Jewish Historical Society 

23rd April, 1921, the University of l\lelbourne conferred 
on l\ionash the degree of Doctor of Engineering. The thesis 
which he had submitted for this degree was of a character 
not usually associated with post-graduate research. It was 
his well-known book, "The Australian Victories in France 
in 1918," which dealt with the application of engineering 
to modern warfare and had been published in London in 
the previous year. Two years later, on 2nd July, 1923, 
Monash was elected to the office of Vice-Chancellor of the 
l'niversity of l\lelbourne, and he retained that office until 
his death eight years later.7° 

Monash was the President of the Seventeenth l\Ieeting 
of the Australasian Association for the Advancement of 
Science, which was held in Adelaide in August, 1924. At 
this meeting he delivered, on l\ionday evening, 25th 
August, 1924, his Presidential Address71 on the subject of 
"Power and Development." He said in this address, with 
characteristic modesty, that: "I am oppressed by the 
consciousness that I cannot justly claim to be a man of 
science in any literal sense. l\ly lot has been cast in places 
in ,vhich philosophic inquiry has had to remain subordinate 
to the task of utilizing the teachings of philosophy for prac­
tical ends. I have 'reaped where others have sown.' Both 
in peace and in war, my claim to be considered a repre­
sentative of Science can rest solely upon the consideration 
that the principles which I have had to apply are those 
which Science has evolved for the service of mankind." 

l\Ionash's integrity, his knowledge 1of mankind, his 
judgment of men and his attitude to social problems 
inspired great public confidence in him as a citizen. It was 
because of these qualities, no doubt, that he was invited 
by the Commonwealth Government in 1923 to report 72 on 
the cost of constructing a 10,000-to(l. cruiser in Australia, 
and by the Government of Victoria in 1924 to be the Chair­
man of a Royal Commis."iion to inquire into "the general 
state, efficiency and condition of the Police Force prior to 
November, 1923".73 

One of the last honours to bf conferred on l\lonash was 
an engineering one. At the Fortieth l\Ieeting of the Council 
of the Institution of Engineers of Australia, which took 
place at the Institution's headquarters in Sydney on Wed-· 
nesday, 27th Kovember, 1929, under the chairmanship of 
the Institution's President at that time, :illr. D. F. J. 
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Harricks, :Monash was awarded the Institution's highest 
honour, namely, the Peter Nieol Russrll }Iemorial :\Iedal. 
in recognition of his notablr contribution to th(' seienre 
and practice of Engineering.74 

THE LAST POST 
.After an illness of about ten <lays' duration, :\Ionash 

died at his residence, "Iona," in St. ( :eorge's Road, Toorak, 
on Thursday morning, 8th October, 1931, in hi:,; sixt;·,-sixth 
vear 
· ·The Commissioners of the State Eleetrieitv Commi~­
sion of Yietoria. summed up his career as its Cl;airman in 
the following words: 

\Yith dec•p sorrow and a sense of immC'asurahll' loss, th(' l'om­
mission records the dE'ath, on tlw 8th October, 19;n, of its di~tin· 
guislte1l Chairman, General Sir ,John ?-.Ionnsh, G.C.:\I.G., K.l',B,, Y.l>,, 
B.A., D.l'.L., LL.D., D.Eng., £11.lnst,('.E. 

First as General l\!anag('I' and then as Chairman, tlie ('nmmi~,;;ion 
had the full benC'fit of hii. genius and pr('stige; an,1 Yietoria's 
national ~cheme of brown coal development and ('IC'etricit~· supply is, 
and will he regarded always as a nwnunwnt to hi:, ('apa('ity for 
organi1,ation and administration, his amazing iuclustry and his r.ettl 
for the public welfare and the advancement of thC' ~tate. 

, Great even in small things, and pre-<•minC'nt in gn'at thin~s, 
Sir John Monash lC'ft behind him a rC'corcl alike clisting-uislH•cl as a 
leader in peace and war. To those assoeiatell with him, his sm•r•rss in 
all he unclertook caused no surprise. lt was hut thP natural ('orollary 
of a rich store of useful knowledgC', appliC'd with a thoroug-hnei=s 
which left nothing to chaiwe. He was an idealist, with a 1mwtical 
construrtiYC' mind, and he planned and huilcled :in onlnl.Y sequPiH·e. 
In all he ,lid, the qualitiC's of courage, initiative, ancl industry were 
combinC'd with an infinite capadty for taking paim, . ..\JHl having set 
his course, he followed it with lofty singleness of purpose, seeing 
only the good of the public as the final objectiw, 

ThC' impress of his genius upon what is popularly known as 11H' 
Yallourn scheme will last for all time; anrl thC" C'ommission :is firmly 
of the opinion that the continuetl succC'ss of tlw schenH' is llepcnilent 
upon tulherence to the policy and principles which }I(' dill so mueh to 
frame and which llP upheld as a shining exemplar of th<> spirit of 
serYil'C, Besides giving se1Tice, he possessed the impn•nH' gift of 
inspiring it in others, not simply as a reiu•tion of l1is own cl('Yotion 
to dutv hut lw an impelling a)l(l graC'ious pt>rsouality, anil hy :1 

gl'nuin~•' rC'rognhion of all on his staff, from thC' hig\l('st to thC' 
lowest, as co-operntors with him in the work to he clone•. B('tW<'('ll 
himself and his staff there was a bond of v('ry deep affection, and to 
C'YeryonC' throu«Jwut the Commission's sen·i('(', his dC'ath canw, not 
sim11h- as the r~moval of an able official head, hut as the Joss of a 
well-I0wd chief, whose amiable and distinguished qualith~s m:ulC' him 
as much rev<>rcd as lH' was honoured.•;; 

John i\Ionash was givC'n a State Fmwral on Snndar. 
11th October, 1931, by the Commonwealth Uovernment.•r. 
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His remains, borne on a horse-drawn gun carriage, set out 
on their last journey from Parliament House in Spring 
Street, through the City of Melbourne via Collins Street 
and Swanston Street, then along St. Kilda Road, to High 
Street and out to Brighton Cemetery for interment. Great 
crowds lined the route in silence to witness the military 
honours that were paid, with all due pomp and ceremony, 
for the last time to one of Australia's pre-eminent citizens 
and to the greatest commander in war that Australia has 
produced. 

The service at 'the graveside began at 4.30 p.m. It 
,vas a poignant and simple one, and was conducted accord­
ing to Jewish rites by Rabbi Israel Brodie and Chaplain 
the Rev. J. Danglow. The service concluded with an 
oration by Chaplain Danglow, in which he said ·of John 
}ionash, that: "No man ever bore a constantly increasing 
burden of civic responsibility with greater cheerfulness or 
in a more sacrificing spirif'.77 

J\iONASB: : THE l\IAN" AND HIS CHARACTERISTICS 
This outline of J\fonash's life creates only an imperfect 

picture of the man. The incompleteness of this picture is 
like that of an engraving of a portrait in colours; it is an 
incompleteness which lacks the originars richness in colour 
and in detail. But a biographer must do the best he can 
in the time available and with the information at his dis­
posal, for an incomplete picture is better than no picture. 

John :i\:Ionash, was, of course, a many-sided and much 
more comRlex personality than that which is embodied in 
the idea of either a great soldier or a great engineer. 

In war and in peace, Monash's highly trained mind, 
his great organizing and administrative capacity, his drive 
and his initiative, his gifts for making sound judgments 
and prompt decisions carried him quickl0· to the front ranks 
in civil and in military life. He gained a reputation in his 
civil and military careers for his great powers of exposi­
tion, for his thoroughness and for his great capacity for_ 
taking pains. In his operational and administrative plan­
ning during the War of 1914-18, no detail was too small 
for him to examine if its neglect might introduce a risk in 
the execution of the plan. His keynote was at all times 
"efficiency and punctuality." 

The world at large knew John Monash best as a great 
soldier; the engineering world knew him as a prhctical 
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man of science, ,vith a remarkable skill in design and with 
an outstanding capacity in the field for the organization of 
work and the execution of plans; the Unh-ersity of lliel­
bourne kne,v him as a great student from his underM 
graduate years till his death in the office of its Viee­
Chaneellor. But even among those who knew him best 
there "·ere perhaps only a few who had measured the 
enormous scope of his knowledge an<l had surYeyed the 
wide diversity of his interests. 

But John Monash was, whateYer ma,· be said of his 
eompkx personality and the wi<le dh-ersity of his interests, 
a modest man ·who was never intoxieated bv success. He did 
not court suceess, honours and esteem i they came to him 
unsolicited, and he enjo,·cd them without pride and with­
out affectation. 

John lllonash's work has, as it already had in his life­
time! the assuranee of long an<l fruitful survival. But the 
immortality of a man of genius, like John 1\lonash, lies not 
only, nor mainly, in the work which he leaves for posterity 
to eontemplate and to enjoy1 but also in the acth·ity ·which 
this work inspires in futul'e ge11erations. 

:-;oTES 
1 I am much indebted tu Dr. C'. E. \\". Bean's Official History of 

Australia in the Trar of 1[114-18, Yol. 6, chRpter U, for factual infor­
m::ttion about Ge1H .. •nt1 ).fonash's family and Parly life. See also p, 333 
of this Part of the ,Journal. 

2 See Tiu· ,dge, ).fonday, Gtlt ,June, 1864, p. 4. 
3 John Monash's two sisters were illiss Mathilde Monash, who 

was born at ChurC'h Stn•Pt, Richmond, in 1869, and j\fiss Louise 
Monash, who was born nt Clifton Strel.'t, Riehmond, in 1873, and in 
1901 married Dr. \\'alter Rosenhain. 

4 Probably "St .. Stephen's School, No, 527," Richmond, Yictoria, 
a Probably Mr, R. A • .Armstrong. 
G Mr. \Villiam Elliott. Born 30th ,Tune, 1852. Died 13th Feb­

ruary, 1934, 
·, Louis :Monash remained in ,TeriMerie but later moved to 

Nanandera. He rejoinr,1 his family in 1h'1bourne in 1883 and died 
there in 1S94. 

s See llistotJ/ of Scotch College, Jlelbourne, 1851-1925, for 
details of College prizes, etr., won by ).fouash 

ri See Official Histon1 of Australia in thf" War of 1914-18, 
Vol. 6, p, 261. ~ 

10 See Thf' .Age, Friday, 5th Ortober, 1888, p. 11, which said: 
"On the 29th ).Jay, HlS5, tenaers for the new bridge were im·ited, 
and the tenders were opened 1111 27th August, 1885, the lowest being 
that of Mr. DaYirl llfunro for £1:Hi,!198. The contract was signed on 
16th November, 1885.'' 
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11 It seems that Monash intended, as an Arts student, to proceed 
to an Engineering course, for he took two Engineering subjects in 
addition to the second year of the Arts course in 1884. 

12 See The Age, Thursday, 29th July, 1886, p. 6, which said: 
"A large staff is necessarily employed by the contractor on this 
work, the various portions of which are under the superintendence 
of capable men. There are four engineers-Messrs, G. Higgins, C. 
Stewart, J. B, Lewis and J. Monash." 

13 It is probable that the line between Fairfield Park and Rivers­
dale was opened on the 24th March, 1891, and that the section linking 
Oakleigh and Riversdale was opened on the 30th May, 1890. 

14 The Fairfield Park-Oakleigh line passed through Camberwell. 
A railway line linked Camberwe11 and Melbourne. See Bradshaw's 
Guide to Victoria for January 1892, p. 71 and p. 75. 

lei Quoted from The ilge, Saturday, 1st March, 1890, p. 14. 
16 See Report of the Melbourne Harbour Trust Commissione'fs 

for the Year 1893, p. 57. 
17 See Report of the Melbourne Harbour Trust Commisisoners 

for the Year 1893, p. 13 and p. 57. 
18 See Report of the Melbourne Harbour Trust Commissioners 

for the Year 1895, p. 28. 
19 See Victorian Municipal Director for 1898, p. 124. 
20 Ibid. 
21 See The ilrgus, Monday, 30th January, 1893, p. 6. 
22 The Report of the Melbourne Harbour Trust Commissioners 

for the Year 1894 does not give the names of members of the Trust's 
staff who were retrenched in that year. 

23 Monash married Miss Victoria Moss in. Melbourne on ·w ednea· 
day, 8th April, 1891. See Table Talk, MeJbourne, Friday, 10th 
April, 1891, pp. 9·10. Lady Monash died on Friday, 27th February, 
1920, in Melbourne. 

24 Mr. Joshua Thomas Noble Anderson, B.A., B.E., M.Inst.C.E., 
A.M.Inst.E. (Aust.). Born 14th February, 1865, at Dunmurry, 
County Antrim, Ireland. President of Victorian Institute of 
Engineers, 1901·02. Died 18th October, 1949, ip. Melbourne. 

25 See Sands & McDougall's Melbourne and Suburban Directory 
for 1895, p. 944. 

26 The partnership was apparently dissolved about 1907. See 
Sands & McDougall's Melbourne, Suburban and Country Directory 
for 1907, p. 1402. 

27 See Proceedings of the Victorian Institute of Engineers, 
Vo! VI (1905), p. 29. 

28 Monash was admitted to the degrees of Bachelor of Arts and 
of Bachelor of Laws at the University 0£ Melbourne on 16th March, 
1895. Although he had completed the Arts course in 1887. he 
apparently postponed having the degree conferred until 1895. 

29 See S.E.C. Magazine, Melbourne, Vol. 11, No. 28, p. 5. 
so See The Sydney Morning Herald, Thursday, 2nd June, 1898, 

p. 6. 
s1 See Samuel Mccaughey: .A Biography, by Patricia MeCaughey 

(Sydney, 1955), p. 95. 
32 See ,The Sydney Morning Herald, Friday, 18th March, 1898, 

p. 3. ) 
33 See The Sydney Morning Herald, Thursday, 2nd June, 1898, 

pp. 4 and 6. 
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34 Quoted from The Victorian Law Reports, 1903-1904, Vol. 
XXIX, p. 308. 

3::i See The Varsity Engineer, Melbourne, No. 8, December, 1913, 
p. 7. 

30 See The Argus, Saturday, 25th February, 1899, p. 9, for a 
report of the ceremony of laying the foundation stone of the bridge. 

31 See S.E.C. Magazine, Melbourne, Vol. 11, No. 28, p. 5, 
38 ]bid, p, 5. 
39 Notice of the change of name of this Company to that of 

'"l'he Reinforced Concrete and Monier Pipe Construction Company 
Proprietary Limited" was recorded in the Office of the Registrar· 
General of Victoria on 15th Xovember, 1905 

40 Later this address was changed to Collins House, 360-366 
Collins Street, Melbourne. 

41 Mr. David Mitchen. Born 16th February, 1829, at Forfar­
shire, Scotland. Died 25th March, 1916, in Melbourne, Victoria. 

42 lt was recorded in the Office of the Registrar-General of Vic­
toria on 8th November, 1921, that Sir John Monash had retired from 
the Board of Directors of "The Reinforced Concrete and Monier 
Pope Construction Company Proprietary Limited." 

43 Quoted from the original Memorandum of Association of The 
Monier Pipe Company (Proprietary) Limited, dated 20th September, 
1901. 

44 See Monash's lecture, "Notes on Tests of Reinforced Concrete 
Beams," delivered in Melbourne on 3-rd May, 1905, and published in 
Proceedings of the Victorian Institute of Engineers, Vol. VI, pp. 
29-42 and pp. 79-92. 

45 See The Argus, Tuesday, 22nd March, 1910, p. 7, and Thurs· 
day, 24th March, 1910, p. 6. 

46 See The Argus, Thursday, 3rd November, 1910, p. 7. 
47 See Proceedings of the Victorian I11stitute of Engineers, 

Vo! XII, pp. 28-49. 
48 Ibid, p. 45. 
4!1 See The Melbourne University Calendar, 1919, p. 637, which 

said Monash was appointed Examiner in Civil Engineering, Part II. 
50 Quoted from The Varsity Engineer, Melbourne, October 1912, 

p. 41. 
51 Jbid, pp. 5-6. 
52 Quoted from Proceedings of the Victorian Institute of 

Engineers, Vol. XIII, p. 5. 
53 See Proceedings of the Victorian Institute of Engineers, 

Vol. XIV. 
54 See The Commonwealth Engineer, Vol. I, No. 10, 1st May, 

1914, pp. 336-339. 
firi Professor Henry Payne, M.Inst.C.E., M,InstM.E. Born 3rd 

Mareh, 1871, at Calcutta. Professor of Engineering in the Univer· 
sity of Melbourne from March, 1910, to 29th February, 1932. 
Died 28th Ma.r('h, 1945, in Melbourne. 

56 Geneal Monash was succeeded on this occasion in the office of 
President by Mr. H. R, Harper. 

57 Quoted from Proceedings of the Victorian Institute of 
Engineers, Vol. XVI, p. 3, 

58 Quoted from War Letters of General Monash. Edited by 
F. M. Cutlack, p. 284. 
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59 Quoted from The Argus, Saturday, 15th November, 1919, p. 21. 
60 Monash was promoted to the rank of General on 11 th 

November, 1929, 
01 See The ..d.rgus, Friday, 28th June, 1918, p. 5, for a report of 

this Policy Speech. 
62 See Victoria Goveniment Gazette, No. 187, dated 6th October, 

1920, p. 3076. 
63 See Three Decades: The Story of the State Electricity Com· 

mission of Victoria from its Inception to December, 1948, p. 32, 
64 The title of this Act was "State Electricity Commission Act 

1920." 
65 Quoted from Three Decades, p. 32. 
66 Later the 111\Ielbourne Electric Supply Company Act 1924." 
67 See The .Argus, \Vednesday, 10th December, 1924, p. 21, for a 

report of this meeting. See also "State Electricity Commission. 
Statement by Sir John Monash, Chairman, on the Melbourne Electric 
Supply Company 13,ill delivered in the Legislative Council Committee 
Room on Tuesday, 9th December, 1924." (Official.) 

68 Quoted from Three Decades, p. 62. 
69 See The ..tJ..rgus, Tuesday, 23rd March, 1920, p. 6, 
70 See The Unil:ersity of Melbourne Calendar, 1957, p. 22. 
71 See Report of the Seventeenth Meeting of the ..tJ..ustralasian 

..Association for the .Advancement of Science for the text of this 
Address. 

72 For the text of this report see Commonwealth of Australia 
Parliamentary Papers for 1923-24, Volume 4, pp. 229-232. 

73 For the text of this report see Papers presented to the Parlia­
ment ·of Victoria, Session 1925. Legislath'e Assembly, Vol. 2. 

74 See The Journal of the Institution of Engineers, .tl.11stralia, 
Vol. ~. No. 1 (January, 1930), p. 41, and Vol. 3, No. 10 (October, 
1931), p. 363. 

76 Quoted from State Electricity Commission of Victoria. 
Twelfth .Annual Report for the Financial Year ended 30th June, 
19Sl, p. 5. 

76 See Commonwealth Gazette, No. 83, dated 9th October, 1931, 
p. 1683. 

77 Quoted from The ..tJ..ustralian Jewish Herald, Thursday, 15th 
October, 1931, p. 5. 

EDITOR'S NOTE 
An article on General Sir John Monash by Colonel A. \V. Hyman 

appeared in the Journal of the Society, Vol. 2, p. 20, and other 
references to him are in Yol. 1, p. 99, and Vol. 3, p. 434. Photo­
graphs are in Vol. 2 at p. 26, and Vol. 1, p. 100. 

Reference may also be made to a paper by Mr. \Varren Perry, 
The Military Life of Sir John Monash, in the Victorian Historical 
.Magazine, Vol. 38 (December, 1957), p. 25. 


