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John Monash’s parents were Jewish! His father,
Louis Monash, was born in 1831 at Krotoschin in Prussian
Poland, He came to Australia in 1853 to seek his fortune
on the goldfields, but, according to John Monash, his father
“never went to the goldfields, but established a merchant’s
business in Melbourne.” At a date which is not known,
Louis Monash became a partner in a firm of softgoods
importers known as Martin and Monash, who earried on
business at 19 Little Collins Street, Aelbourne. Louis
Monash returned to Europe sometime in 1862 to buy stock
snd to visit his relatives in Prussia. There, in 1863, at
Stettin, a Prussian town on the Baltie Sea, he married
Bertha Manasse, who was the sister of his brother’s wife.
Louis Monash, accompanied by his wife, then returned to
the (lolony of Victoria. They sailed from Liverpool on the
11th February, 1864, in the Empire of Peace and landed in
Melbourne on the 5th June, 1864.%

John Monash was born in the following year. He was
horn at 1 Rachel Terrace,, Dudley Street, West Melbourne,
on the 23rd June, 1865. Ie said the year before he died,
that: “I was born . . . in a terrace of houses which are still
standing overlooking the Flagstaff Hill, so named because
one of the earliest Government Houses stood on the hill,
and on its flagstaff a flag was flown whenever the English
mail arrived in port.” John Monash, who was the eldest
and only son of a family of three children,® spent the first
nine vears of his life in Melbourne.

The first school he attended was St. Stephen’s School
at Docker’s Hill in Richmond,* where the attention of the
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headmaster® was attracted by his ecapacity in English
literary subjects and that of the bovs by his skill in amus-
ing them with drawings.

In 1874, John Monash's father went into business in
the remote couniry town of Jerilderie in New South Wales.
There John Monash beeame a pupil of Mr. William Elliott,
who was a teacher—presumably at the lecal State school.
Mr. Elliott exercised a strong influence on the moulding of
John Monash’s character. In the year before his death,
Monash said that: “During the three years of our sojourn
in New South Wales, I had, as a growing boy, a vividly
interesting experience of country life, learning to ride, and
also much busheraft. The teacher at the loeal school was
William Elliott, who fook a personal interest in me and
taught me many things outside the school curriculum, such
as the higher mathematies and so on. Mr. Elliott gave up
school-teaching in the early ’eighties and became a news-
paper proprietor, . . . He is still alive and in robust health,
and remembers me with affeetion.”

After a residence of about three vears at Jerilderie,
Mrs. Monash, at the suggestion of Mr. Ellioit, brought her
three children back to Melbourne® for the continuance
there of their edueation in surroundings with better educa-
tional opportunities.

John Monash was enrolled at Secoteh College in Mel-
bourne on the 9th October, 1877. The impressive bluestone
buildings of the College in those days stood in Lansdowne
Street facing Fitzroy Gardens, The Prineipal of the
College was Dr. Alexander Morrison, M.A., LL.D.
Monash’s scholastic record at this College was a distin-
guished one, He passed the matrienlation examination in
1579 at the age of 14 years. Mounash left Scoteh College in
December, 1881. In that year he obtained at a public
examination first-class honours in French and German, as
well as an exhibition in Mathematics valued at £25; he was,
with James 8. Thomson, Dux of the College; and he was
also Dux in dathematies.®

John Monash decided to eontinue his education at the
Uuiversity of Melbourne. He entered this University in
Mareh, 1582, as an undergraduate in the Faeculty of Arts.

Reading was only one of the methods John Monash
employed, during his student days, for widening and
deepening the scope of his knowledge. He attended sittings
at Law Courts to hear legal arguments, and visited Parlia-
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ment House to listen theve to debates; he was prominent in
debating societies; and he took regular lessons in painting ;
he wrote artieles, ineluding letters, to newspapers. He
aequired much skill as 2 woodworker and as a pianist ; and
he had a great passion for music.? He became intensely
interested in engineering construetion, at ahout 18 vears
ot age, and walked about Melhourne to wateh the erection
of buildings and the operation of dredges.

MONASH BECOMES AN ENGINEER

In the year 1834, Monash had, for financial reasens, to
suspend his vourse at the University of Melbourne and seek
employment,

He obtained a position with the engineering company
of David Munre and Company Limited, 151 Queen Street,
Melbourne, as a junior member of its engineering staff.
There he worked under Mr. tieorge Higeins, This company
had begun at this time, or was about to begin, the construe-
tion of the present Prince’s Bridge across the Yarra River
in the City of Melbourne™ Monash was helped in this
work by having had at the University some instruetion in
surveying,’ and within two years he was given charge of
the earthworks, both on the shore and in the river bed, and
of the whole of the masonry.!?

It ean only be presumed that Monash was present at
the ceremonly of lauying the foundation stone of the new
Prince’s Bridge, which was performed by the Mayoress of
Melbourne (Mrs, J. () Stewart) on Tuesday, 7th Septem-
ber, 1886. .

Early in the year 1887, Monash obtained a position as
engineer-in-charge of construetion works, with a firm of
contractors whe were building that part of the Outer Civele
Railway which linked Fairtield Park with Odkleigh, At
thig time he was only 22 vears of age,

Of that section of the Outer Cirele Railway on which
Monash was employved, it was said, in a Melbourne news-
paper in Mareh, 1590, that:

The last seetion of what i still called the Outer Cirele railway
is mow being constructedd 13 It extends from Fairfield, on the
Alphingten and Heidelberg lire, te a peint between Oakleigh and
Murrumbeena, 2 total distanee of % miles, This seetion is carried
closely upon the line swiveyed by My, Higginbotham. It erosses the
Yarra Lehind the Kew Lunatie Asylum and runs thence to Normanby-
road and then in a straight line to the Lilvdale line, which it crosses
at right angles between Hawthtorn and Camberwell, ruaning threngh
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Hartwell, and after crossing Gardiner’s Creek joins the Gippsland
line, About a mile from this junction a branch, five miles long, is
being construcied {o Burnely, The cost of this seetion for permanent
way only is £58,169 and for the section of the Outer Circle between
Fairfield and Quakleigh4l £125,016, The latter coniract should have
been completed in September, 1889, but is still unfinished, and will
probably remain go for six months longer.13

Asg far as can be aseertained, Monash finished his work
on the Outer Cirele Railway sometime in the year 1891

It was a time of great finaneial distress. By the begin-
ning of 1891, a finaneial speetre began to haunt large
sections of the community in Vietoria, and indeed through-
out-Australia. Yet despite the financial erisis of 1891.and
his, no doubt, onerous duties as Engineer-in-Charge of
the construction works of that section of the Outer Circle
Railway from Fairfie]ld Park to Oakleigh, Monash found
time to prepare himself for academie homours, On 4th
April, 1891, he graduated at the University of Melbourne
as a Bachelor of Engineering and, in addition, he was
awarded “The Argus” Scholarship. But he did not termi-
nate his academiec studies at this point, as so many others
do after obtaining a first degree in one or other of the
faculties of a university. As this story unfolds it will be
seen that he was to continue his academie studies through-
out his life. Two years after receiving the degree of
Bachelor of Engineering, Monash was admitted, on the
18th BMarch, 1893, to the degree of Master of Civil
Engineering at the same university.

EMPLOYMENT WITH THE MELBOURNE HARBOUR
TRUST

Monash was appointed to the staff of the Melbourne
Harbour Trust on 20th July, 1892, as a draughtsman
in its Engineering Branch, which was in charge of the
Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. A, M. Alexander.®

If there was an interval between the termination of
his employment with the contractors for the Fairfield
Park-Oakleigh railway line and the commencement of his
employment with the Melbourne Harbour Trust, neither
the duration of this interval nor the way in which Monash
employed the time during this interval is now known.

At the time Monash joined the Melbourne Harbour
Trust it was organised into three branches, mamely, the
Administrative Braneh, the Nautical Branch and the
Engineering Braneh. Its offices were situated at 475
Colling Street, Melbourne.i7
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Monash said in 1930, of his work with the Melbourne
Harbour Trust during the period 1892.1894, that: 'L
designed many of the works now extant in the Port of
Melbourne, such as the transit sheds on the Yarra wharves,
the Maribyrnong Swing Bridge,®* and many roads,
drainage schemes, and the like. During this period, I
further qualified as Municipal Surveyor,)® as Engineer for
Water Supply,”® and as Patent Attorney.”

The year 1893 opened in Vietorie in an economie
atmosphere of strained expectaney. In the first month, on
30th January, the Federal Bank of Australia Limited, with
its head office in Collins Street, Melbourne, suspended pay-
ments,” and further finaneial disasters in Vietoria
followed.

As a conséquence of the resultant economie depression,
the Melbourne Harbour Trust had to reduce its staff, and
Monash was among those who were retrenched. It is pro-
bable that his emplovment with the AMelbourne Harbour
Trust was terminated in 1894, sometime before 30th June. ™

MONASH GOES INTO PRIVATE PRACTICE

Monash was, in the vear 1894, t{wenty-nine years of
age, married®® and uvnemployed, But he faced the depres-
sion by going into private practice in that year as a Con-
sulting Ingineer and Patent Attorney,

He went into partnership with Mr. J. T. N. Ander-
son,** and they opened their office at 49 Elizaheth Street,
Melbourne.® Monash was to remain in private practice in
Melbourne for the next twenty vears,®™ that is, until the
outbreak of war in Aungust, 1914

From 1896 onwards, he specialised in constructional
work in reinforced concrete. He quickly built up a large
practice in this branch of engineering. Monash said that
“the practice of reinforced concrete {engineering) in Aus-
tralia dated from 1896 and in Vietoria from 18987727 It
was said that his knowledge of the French and (German
languages was “a powerful aid” to him in studying the
tubject of reinforced conerete, for in those days most of
the articles on this subject were to be found only in journals
which were printed in those languages.

Monash’s professional standing rose rapidly in private
practice. He had studied Law?®® in order, it has been said,
to interest himself, as an Engineer, in arbitration work.
He soon built up a large Australia-wide conneection as a
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consultani, an expert witness and an arbitrator in engineer-
ing litization. As an expert witness in courts of law he
was much sought after, and he figured in many notable
cases, some of which went to the Privy Couneil in London,
where they were decided largely on his evidence®

Two particular cases in which he appeared as an
expert witness were the Water Rights dispute between two
pastoralists in the Riverina in New South Wales, John
Hutehinson Blackwood and David MeCaughey (1898) and
the drainage case in Vietoria, Jaan Kannuluik v, the
Mavor, ete., of Hawthorn, in the year 1903

The case of Blackwood v. MeCaughey was an aection
‘hrought by the plaintiff (Blackwood) agzainst the defen-
dant {MeCaughey) for damage done to the plaintiff’s land
and stoek prior to lst November, 1896, The plaintift, whe
was the owner of Booabula Station in the Murrumbidgee
districet, sued the defendant, who owned Coree Station in
the same distriet, to recover compensation to the amount
af £10,000 for the Joss he had sustained hy the defendant’s
having construeted two dams upon his property which
interfered with the natural flow of the Yanco and Billa-
bong Creeks and deprived plaintiff thereby of the use of
the water®. LExceedingly strong counsel were retained by
both the plaintiff and the defendant. The senior eounsel
for the plaintiff {Blaekw ood) was Sir Julian Salomons, the
recognised leader of the New South Wales Bar; the lead-
ing counsei for the defendant (MeCaughey} was the
Attorneyv-General, J. . Want. The plamtlf‘f also engaged,
as an expert witness, the consulting enginecr, Major John
Mcinash, of '\1clbourne.=‘1

The case was heard in the Baneo Court in Sydney
hefore the Chief Justice, Sir Frederiek Darley, and a jury
of twelve. At the hearing of the case on Thursday, 17th
March, 1898, Monash, as a witness for the plaintiff, began
his eudence by saying: “I am a eivil engineer and carry
on business in Melbourne. I have had eonsxderahle experi-
ence in hydraulic engineering. I have made several visits
to the district, in which the Billabong and Yanco are, in
connection with surveys, but apart from that I have Imown
the distriet for many vears. I was up there in July and
Oetoher, 1897, and in March, 1898, I have examined the
Billahong and Yanco across from Wanganeila up to the
Murrumbidgee”.??
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After a hearing which lasted thirteen days, this case
was brought to a close on Wednesday, 1st June, 1898, The
Chief Justice took less than an hour and a half in summing
up; the jury, after having retired for about the same
period, gave a verdiet in favour of the plaintiff with
damages for the amount of £2,000.%%

In the case of Kannuluik v. the Mayor, cte,, of Haw-
thorn in 1903, Monash and Bernard Smith appeared as
expert witnesses for the plaintiff (Kannuluik). This case
has been summarised in the following words: “A muni-
cipality emploving an efficient, skilful engineer constructed
a drain within its distriet under the pewers conferred by
the Loecal Government Act. 1890, This drain was of insuffi-
clent capacity to carry off the water drainage and offensive
matter that flowed into it, and in times of heavy rain
caused damage to the plaintiff. It was held by the Full
Court that the municipality was liable for the damages
thus caused”®' A reserved judgment, with a verdiet in
favour of the plaintiff, was given in the Supreme Court
in Melbourne on Wednesday, 14th October, 1903. It was
said that this case became a leading one on the question of
the liability of local government authorities in conneection
with the drainage and flooding of land. s

But Monash found litigation work somewhat distaste-
ful, and he seems to have gradually withdrawn from this
particular field.

He had some eonneection with the building of the Morell
Bridge over the Yarra River in line with Anderson Street,
Melbourne—near the Botanie (ardens. The memorial
stone of this bridge was laid by the Minister of Publc
Works, the Hon., J. W, Tavener, M.I.A,, on Friday, 24th
February, 1899, It was probably opened for traffic later
that year, The bridge was constructed of concrete, on the
monier system, and the contraet price for the work was
£5,700, which was paid by the Government of Vietoria and
the Council of the City of Melbourne®® It was said of
Monash’s engineering praetice that this bridge “was the
forerunner of a very large and extensive practice in bridge
building and general engineering eonstruction, mainly in
reinforced concrete, which extended bevond Vietoria into
South Australia and Tasmania”.37

Monash received many jebs in other States of Aus-
tralia. Some of these jobs were connected with the eon-
struction of the railway from Bundaberg to Gladstone in
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Queensland, the Mullewa te Cue railway in Western Aus
tralia, the Kelly Basin to Gormanston railway in Tasmania,
and he designed the King River Bridge on the railway line
from Burnie to Zeehan.®

As a step towards the more efficient development of
this reinforeed conerete industry, Monash founded in Vie-
toria, in the year 1901, a company known as “The Monier
Pipe Company Proprietary Limited”,* with its registered
office in Oliver's Lane, off 138 Flinders Street, Melbourne,
There were originally three Direetors and five Shareholders
of this Company. David Mitehell,*! the father of l:ame
Nellie Melba, was the Chairman of Directors; John (iibson
was the Managing Director; and John 3Monash was a
Director,?® The original Shareholders of the Company
were Joshua Thomas Noble Anderson, John Gibson, David
Mitchell, John Monash, and Edward Albert Newbigin.
Newbigin was also the original Secretary of the Company.
One of the objects of this Company was: “To acquire and
exercise all the rights now held by Messrs. Monash and
Anderson of Melbourne in the State of Vietoria under an
agreement with Messrs. Gummow, Forrest and Coy. 1id.
of Sydney in the State of New South Wales dated 16th
day of September 1901 so far as relates to the manufacture,
use and sale of monier pipes of any type or design covered
by Letters Patent numbered 152087

After some years of diffieult and often discouraging
experimental work with reinforeed concrete, 3onash sue-
ceeded in establishing this new industry in Australia?t

In the year 1910, Monash went overseas on private
business soon after Lord Kitchener’s visit to Australia.
Monash sailed from Melbourne on Wednesday, 23rd Mareh,
1910,* in the RS, Otfranto for England. He also visited
the Continent and returned to Australia via the United
States of Ameriea. He arrived baek in Melbourne by train
from Sydney on Wednesday, 2nd November, 1910.%4

A technical engineering lecture, illustrated with
lantern slides, on the results of this trip overseas was given
by Monash in Melbourne on 5th April, 1911, to members of
the Vietorian Institute of Kugineers. The lecture was
entitled “Some Impressions of Travel”,*” and Monash con-
cluded it with these words:

One cannot return from a tour through the prineipal countries of
the world without carrying baek the strong impression that the

present century belongs to the engineer, and that, although much
has been achieved, much scope remaing for further development. In
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cular, I owould say that, situnted as we are, so far from the
ros of professiomal aetivity, a serious burdea of responsibility is
© upon the Australian engineer tv keep himself as well as he ean,
diligent perusal of techmical literature, abreast of the rapid
angion of his profession in the older world. 48

It is recorded in the Calendar of the University of
Melbourne for the year 1913 that Sir Thomas a’Beckett,
waving served on the Couneil of the Univ ersity for upwards
of twenty-five years, did not seek re-election on the expira-
i of his term of office in May, 1912, and that Lientenant-
alonel John Monash, B.A., LL.B., M.C.E,, was eleeted to
4 this vaeaney,

Monash had always kept in close touch with Univer-
sity life in various capacities. He had been an honorary
aminer of the School of Engineéring at the University
a number of years previously. It was said in Oectober,
1912, that: “Some changes have just been decided upon by
the Engineering Faeulty in regard to co-examiners in Civil
Eangineering subjects,*® Colonel Monash, M.C.LE., ete, as
st expert in reinforeed eonerete, will in future examine in
“ivil Engineering, Part I, which includes that subject. He
Torimerly examined in Civil Engineering, Part II".5" He
had also given courses of Eectures in hydraulic engineering
ard on reinforeed conerete in the School of Lnﬂmeermg.
x? was said in Oectober, 1912, that: “Une of the tendencies
sf gur time ig the greater S]’JCCI&II‘S&.UOH which is being
troduced inio eourses of engineering studies at universi-
In this connection we weleome the introduetion of
<ialists as lecturers in our School. Not only have we
rocently  added to our siaff Leeturers in Electrieal
Enginesring, and in Engineering Design and Drawing, but
we uow have Colonel John Monash, M.C.E., delivéring a
sories of addresses on reinforced eoncrete” ™

Monash had been an active member of the Vietorian
fnsiniuie of Engineers since 1804, This Institute had been
Fuunded in Melbourne in 1883, and at its Annual (feneral
Heeting in Melbourne on 17th April, 1912, Monash was
dected pnopposed to its offiee of President. In his intro-
ditetory speech, as the new President, Monash said that
the suceess of a body like theirs depended not on the Presi-
dent alone—not on the Council alone, but more largely
than upon any other faetor upon the individual members.

¢ wus from the members that the governing body drew its
siration and autharity, and it depended on the indivi-
duel support of every member of the Institute, whether

i
1
i
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the Institute as a whole would sueceed. There were cortain
direetions in which the members eonld help, and aceord 1o
the Council and the President even greater suppors than
in the past, Une was in the divection of the monthiy meer
ings. In those meetings every member could help, ehiofls
by making it a point of hononr to attend whenever possible .
secondly, by coming forward with papers and lecioures on
subjeet matters of their own practice, which were cortain
to be of interest to niber members: and lasily, by discussiny
freely all the papers and subjects brought before them. Iy
that eould be done in 4 greater measure than in the past, he
thought that the coming session would be suecessinls=

Monash remained in office ax the Instinge’s Presidens
for the suceeeding veats of 1913, 1914 and 1915 alse.

At the Apnual General Meeting of the Institure b
1913, whieh was hield i Melbourne on Wednessday, b
Mareh, 1913, Monash delivered Presidential SAddress on the
subject of “The Enginecring Profession in Australia™=
In the following year his Presidential Address 1o ihe
Institute, which was delivered in Melbourne in April, 1974,
was on the subjeet of "The Theory and Practiee of
Reinforced Concrete Construetion™ ™ This was proba
the last vecasion that Monash addvessed the Insiitute as
President, although he wuas to retain that office for two
more years.

At the Annual General Meeting of the Vietorian
Institute of Bngineers in Melbourne on Wednesday, 29th
Mareh, 1916, the retiring President, Brigadier-General
Blonash, was absent. He was then serving overseas in comny-
mand of the 4th Australian Infantry Brigade of the Aus
tralian Imperial Force. At this meeting, Professor Hepre
Payne, the Dean of the Faculiy of Engineering at
University of Melbourne, moved: “That this mecting
members of the Victorian Institute of Eneineers places oo
record its high esteem for, and its thanks te, the retivine
President, (feneral Monash,® for the able manner in which
he has fulfilled the presidential funetions during his term
of office and for the brillinnt way in whieh he upheld ithe
glory of Australia in ihe militory operations at ihe from
in the great war on behali of the Empire™5

ot

But let us retuwrn for & moment to a review of 1l
events which followed the outhreak of war in Auneust, 1914
and to Monash’s relationship to these events
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THE WAR OF 1914.18

With the outbreak of the War of 1914-1& in August,
1914, the most speetacular part of Monash’s career began.

On 15th September, 1914, he was appointed to the
AP, and posted to the command of the 4th Infantry
Brigade of that force. He was promoted later, but with
effect on and from this date, to the rank of Brigadier-
General, He satled from Australia with his Brigade in
December, 1914. .It disembarked at Alexandria on 1st
February, 1915. There the 4th Australian Infantry
Brigade became part of Major-General Sir Alexander
Godley’s New Zealand and Australian Division. This
Division was part of Lieutenant-General Sir William Bird-
wood’s Australian and New Zealand Army Corps.

Monash subsequently took the 4th Infaniry Brigade
to (allipoli. He commanded it there throughout the cam-
paign, which began on Sunday, 25th April, 1915, and after
the withdrawal of the A.LF. from Gallipoli in December,
1915, he took the Brigade back to Egypt.

On 2nd June, 1916, Monash sailed from Alexandria,
with the 4th Infantry Brigade, for France. He reached
Marseilles and disembarked the Brigade there on Tth June,
1916.

But a month after Monash’s arrival in France he
became a divisional commander. On 10th July, 1916, he
was appointed to command the 3rd Australian Division
and promoted to the rank of Major-General. A British
corps commander subsequently expressed the opinion that
Monash was the best divisional commander he had met on
the Western Front.

Monash was appointed on 1st June, 1918, to ecommand
the Australian Army Corps, with the rank of Lieutenant-
(eneral, viee General Sir William Birdwood, who had
been appointed to command the Fifth British Army but
retained command of the A.LF,

The Australian Army Corps became an instrument for
offensive military operafions which, for size and striking
power, exceeded all other corps in the war of 1914-18.

After the Armistice, which began on 11th November,
1918, came the great tasks of repatriation and demobiliza-
tion.

Monash was appointed Director-General of the Depart-
ment of Repatriation and Demobilization on 1st December,
1918, with Headquarters in London at 54 Vietoria Street.
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He said: "I finally left Franee on 30th November and I
took up duties in London the next morning, Sunday, Ist
December™.™®

Twelve months after the Armistice, Monash had com-
pleted his great task in London. On the eve of his depar-
ture from England for Australia, he said in a press inter-
view that:

I have been away from home for five years, but the last nine
months have been mueh more strenuons than the four years of war,
Demobilization proved a stuperdous task, I was hardly aflowed
breathing time. But it is now praetieally completed so far as I am
concerned, 1 can return believing that the best possible use has
beer made of the meagre facilities that existed.’

On Saturday, 156th November, 1919, Monash and Bird-
wood sailed from London in the Ormonde for Australia.

(General Birdwood, who did not relinguish the appoint-
ment of (eneral Officer Commanding the Australian
Imperial Forees until 10th September, 1920, had been
invited by the Australian Government to visit Australia.
He disembarked at Perth and remained in Western Aus-
tralia for about a month before he came on to Melbourne.

Monash arrived in Melbourne on Friday, 26th Decem-
ber, 1919. Six months after his return to Australia he was
demobilized. His services in the A LF, were terminated on
13th June, 1920.

Thereafter, until his retirement from the Army ten
vears later, he remained on the Unattached list of the
Australian Military Forees.™

THE POST-WAR YEARS

In March, 1918, the first Victorian (fovernment to be
led by . 8. W, Lawson was formed. One of the most
important matters of concern to the new Premier was that
of the Report of the Advisory Committee on Brown Coal
In his poliey speech at Castlemaine on Thursday, 27th
June, 1918,%' Lawson declared that it was his Govern-
ment's intention to introduee in the fortheoming session of
Parliament a Bill for the creation of a State power system
which was to be managed by a body of men who had the
necessary technical and business knowledge to co-ordinate
the supply of electricity in Vietoria. As a further step in
the execution of this poliey, the Eleetricity Commissioners’
B:ll was submitted to Parliament on 10th December, 1918,
and it reeeived the Royal Assent on Tth January, 1919,
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The terms of this Act ealled for the appointment of
three part-time Commissioners, each for a period not
exceeding seven years. On 4th Mareh, 1919, the first three
Commissioners were appointed. They were Emeritus Pro-
fessor T. R. Lyle, who was the Chairman, the Hon. George
Swinburne, and Arehibald MeKinstry, who resigned four
months later and was sueceeded by Sir Robert Gibson.

Towards the end of 1920, the work of the first Com-
missioners had increased so much that they recommended
the addition of a full4ime chairman to their number.
Monash was persuaded by the Government of Vietoria to
accepnt the position of General Manager on the understand-
ing that he would he appointed full-time chairman as soon
as the necessary amending legislation was enacted, By an
Order-in-Couneil, made on 23th September, 1920, Monash
was appoinied General Manager “for the purpose of the
undertaking of the Eleetrielty Commissioners . . . to be
installed and carried out by the Commissioners in the
neighbourhood of Morwell and the distribution of electri-
eity therefrom approved by Order-in-Council on the second
day of July, 1920, at a salary, at the rate of £3,000 per
annum, pavable monthly; such appointment to be for a
term of five years dating from the first day of October,
19207.%% Tt has been said that: “Sir John Monash’s deeision
to undertake the work illustrates that high sense of publie
duty whieh, with his genius as an orgamser and adminis-
trator, was to endow the State undertaking with muech or
his own prestige, and which was to give him the pivotal
place in its history. He could, with much greater financial
advantage to himself, have commereialised both his genius
and presiige in the engineering and general business life
of Australia. He preferred to give his services to his fellow
Australians in peace as he had done in war”.%*

In 1920, a new Act®™ changed the title “Electricity
Commissioners” to the “State LKlectricity Commission of
Victoria” and provided for the appointment of Monash as
full-time Chalrman at a salary of £3,000 per annum. He
took office, as Chairman, on 1st January, 1921, and was
assisted by three part-time Commissioners, namely, Pro-
fessor T. R. Liye, (ieorge Swinburne and Sir Robert
Gibson. From then on, until his death on 8h Oectober,
1931, the Commission had the full benefit of Monash’s
“genius, his amazing industry, decisiveness, and zeal for
the publie good and the welfare of the @+ 1”80
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AMonash worked tirelessly from the ouiset as Uhairman
of the State Electricity Commission. In this position ne
built up quietly, and in the face of great difficulties, a huge
electrieity undertaking.

On 5th February, 1921, the first sod was turned at the
site of the power statien at Yallonrn, and on 24th June,
1924 the City of Melbourne received its first supply of
eleetricity from the power station at’ Yallourn. The win-
ning of brown ceal from the opea cut at Yallourn began on
31st August, 1924,

At the request of members of the Legislative Coun-
¢il of Victoria, Monash met members of the Legislative
(ouncil and Local Government representatives in the Com-
mittee Room of the Legislative Couneil on Tuesday even-
ing, 9th December, 1924, to give them information abount
the “Melbourne Eleetrie Supply Company Bill'.*® which
was at that time being eonsidered by the Legislative (outn-
¢il, and to answer questions put to him about this Bill%
This meeting was presided over by the President of the
Legislative Couneil, the Hon. Frank Clarke.

The vear 1929 marked the end of the first decade of
the history of the State Electricity Commission. It had
been a decade of great achievement for the Commission, It
was said that: “The Commission served practically the
whole of the metropolitan area, 141 country towns and
centres—95 of which had ne supply previously—and hun-
dreds of farmers in various parts of the State. . . . The
briguetting factory was producing about 800 tons of indus-
trial and domestic briquettes a day, and on what had, ten
vears previously, been uncleared bush, stood Yallourn
itself, & well-designed, self-vontained town of over 400
houses”.®8

Despite the pressure of his work as Chairman of the
State Eleetricity Commission, Monash never lost interest
in other publie duties which he was called upon to perform
from time to time and in the academic life of the Univer-
sity of Melbourne.

Amid a gathering of brilliantly robed graduates in
Wilson Hall at the University of Melbourne en Monday,
29nd Mareh, 1920, General Monash and General Birdwood
were admitted “by special grace” to the degree of Doctor
of Laws for distinguished public serviee. A press report™
of the ceremony described the two Generals as wearing
scarlet robes over khaki uniforms. On Saturday afternoon,
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23rd April, 1921, the University of Bblelbourne conferred
on Monash the degree of Doctor of Ingineering., The thesis
which he had submitted for this degree was of a character
not usually associated with post-graduate research. It was
his well-known book, “The Australian Victories in Franee
in 1918, which dealt with the application of engineering
to modern warfare and had bheen published in London in
the previous vear, Two years later, on 2nd July, 1923,
Monash was elected to the office of Viee-Chancellor of the
University of Melbourne, and he retained that office until
hig death eight years later.??

Monash was the President of the Seventeenth Meeting
of the Australasian Association for the Advancement of
Seience, which was held in Adelaide in August, 1924, At
this meeting he delivered, on Monday evening, 25th
August, 1924, his Presidential Address™ on the subject of
“Power and Development.” He said in this address, with
characteristic modesty, that: "I am oppressed by the
consciousness that I ecannot justly claim to he a man of
science in any literal sense. My lot has been cast in places
in which philosophie inquiry has had to remain subordinate
to the task of utilizing the teachings of philosophy for prac-
tical ends. I have ‘reaped where others have sown.” Both
in peace and in war, my elaim to be considered a repre-
sentative of Science ean rest solely upon the consideration
that the principles which I have had to apply are those
whieh Secience has evolved for the service of mankind.”

Monash’s integrity, his knowledge ‘of mankind, his
judgment of men and his attitude to social problems
inspired great publie confidence in him as a citizen. It was
because of these qualities, no doubt, that he was invited
by the Commonwealth Government in 1923 to report™ on
the cost of eonstrueting a 10,000-top eruiser in Australia,
and by the Government of Vietoria in 1924 to be the Chair-
man of a Royal Commission to inguire into “the general
state, effielency and condition of the Police Foree prior to
November, 192377

One of the last honours to bg conferred on Monash was
an engineering one. At the Fortieth Meeting of the Council
of the Institution of Engineers of Australia, which took
place at the Institution’s headquarters in Sydney on Wed-
nesday, 27th November, 1929, under the chairmanship of
the Institution's President at that time, Mr. D. F. J.
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Hlarricks, Monash was awarded the Institution’s highest
honeur, namely, the Peter Nieol Russell Memorial Medal.
in recognition of his notable contribution to the science
and practice of Engineering.™

THE LAST POST

After an illness of about ten days’ duration, Monash
died at his residenee, “lona,” in 3t. (ieorge’s Road, Toorak,
on Thursday merning, Sth October, 1931, in his sixty.sixth
year.

The Commissioners of the State Eleetricity Commis-
sion of Vietoria summed up his career as its Chairman in
the following words:

With deep sorrow and a sense of immeasurable loss, the Com-
mission records tite death, on the Sth Qetober, 1831, of its distin-
guished Chairman, General 8ir John Menash, G.CAMG,, K.OB, V.1,
B.AL, DUCL, LL.D, DEng., MlnstCE,

First as General Manager and then as Chairman, the Commission
had the full benefit of his gemius and prestige: and Vietorin's
natienal seheme of brown coal development and eleetricity supply is,
and will be regarded always as a monument to his eapacity for
organization and administration, his amazing industry and his zeal
for the publie welfare and the advaneement of the State.

Great even in small things, and pre-eminent in great things,
Sir John Monashk left behind him a record alike distinguished as a2
leader in peace and war, To those assoeiated with him, his suceess in
all he undertock caused no surprise. 1t was but the natural corollary
of a rich store of useful knowledge, zpplied with a thoroughness
which left nothing to chance, He was an idealist, with a praeticai
constructive mind, and ke planned and builded in erderly scquenee,
In all he did, the qualitics of courage, initiative, and industry were
combined with an infinite capacity for taking pains. And haviag set
his course, he followed it with lofty singleness of purpose, seeing
only the good of the publie as the final objective,

The impress of his genius upon what is popularly known as the
Yallourn sciieme will last for all time; and the Commission is firmly
of the opinion that tie continued success of the scheme is dependent
upon adherence to the poliey and prineiples which he didd =0 mueh to
frame and which he upheld as n shining exemplar of the spirit of
service, Besides giving service, he possessed the supreme gift of
inspiring it in others, not simply as a reaction of his own devotion
to duty, but by an impelling and graeious personality, and by n
genuine recogaition of all on his stalf, from the highest to the
Towest, us co-operators with him in the work to be done, Between
himself and his staft there was a bond of very deep affeetion, and to
everyone throughout the Commission’s service his death eame, not
simply as the removal of an able official head, but as the loss of a
well-loved chief, whose amiable and distinguished qualities mude him
as mueh revered as he was honoured. s

John Monash was given a State Funeral on Sunda&‘.
11th Qetober, 1931, by the Commonwealth {iovernment.™
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His remains, borne on a horse-drawn gun carriage, set out
on their last journey from Parliament House in Spring
Street, through the City of Melbourne via Collins Street
and Swanston Street, then along St. Kilda Road, to High
Street and out to Brighton Cemetery for interment. Great
crowds lined the route in silence to witness the military
honours that were paid, with all due pomp and ceremony,
for the last time to one of Australia’s pre-eminent eitizens
and to the greatest commander in war that Australia has
produced.

The service at the graveside began at 4.30 p.m. It
was a poignant and simple one, and was eonduected accord-
ing to Jewish rites by Rabbi Israel Brodie and Chaplain
the Rev. J. Danglow. The service concluded with an
oration by Chaplain Danglow, in which he said of John
Monash, that: “No man ever bore a constantly inereasing
burden of civie responsibility with greater cheerfulness or
in a more saerificing spirit”.77

MONASH : THE MAN AND HIS CHARACTERISTICS

This outline of Monash's life creates only an imperfect
plieture of the man. The incompleteness of this picture is
like that of an engraving of a portrait in colours; it is an
ineompleteness which laeks the original’s richness in colour
and in detail. But a biographer must do the best he can
in the time available and with the information at his dis-
posal, for an incomplete picture is better than no pieture.

John Monash, was, of course, a manv-sided and much
more eomplex personality than that which is embodied in
the idea of either a great soldier or a great engineer.

In war and in peace, Monash’s highly trained mind,
his great organizing and administrative capacity, his drive
and his initiative, his gifts for making sound judgments
and prompt decisions carried him guickly to the froni ranks
in civil and in military life. He gained a reputation in his
civil and military careers for his great powers of exposi-
tion, for his thoroughness and for his great capacity for
taking pains. In his operational and administrative plan-
ning during the War of 1914-18, no detail was too small
for him to examine if its negleet might introduce a risk in
the execution of the plan. His keynote was at all times
“efficiency and punctuality.”

The world at large knew John Monash best as a great
soldier; the engineering world knew him as a practieal
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man of seience, with a remarkable skill in desizn and with
an outstanding capaecity in the field for the organization of
work and the execution of plans; the University of Mel-
bourne knew him as a great student from his under-
graduate years till his death in the office of its Vice-
Chancellor. But even among those who knew him best
there were perhaps only a few who had measured the
enormous scope of his knowledge and had surveyed the
wide diversity of his interests,

But John Monash was, whatever may be said of his
complex personality and the wide diversity of his interests,
a modest man who was never intoxieated by suecess. He did
not court suecess, honours and esteem; they came to him
unsolicited, and he enjoyved them without pride and with-
out affectation.

John AMonash’s work has, as it already had in his life-
time, the assuranece of long and fruitful survival. But the
immortality of a man of genius, like John Monash, lies not
only, nor mainly, in the work which he leaves for posterity
to contemplate and to enjoy, but also in the activity which
this work inspires in future geuerations.

NOTES

11 am much indebied to Dr, C, E. W. Bean's Official History of
Australio in the War of 1814-18, Yol, 6, chapter 6, for factual infor-
mation about General Monasl’s family and early life, See also p, 333
of this Puart of the Journal,

2 8ee The dge, Monday, G6th June, 1864, p. 4,

3 John Momash's two sisters were Miss Mathilde Monash, who
was bern at Chureh Street, Riehmond, in 1869, and Miss Louise
Monasl, who was bern at Cliften Streot, Ric']mmnd, in 1873, and in
1801 married Dr, Walter Rosenhain,

4 Probably “8t. Stephen’s School, No, 327" Richmond, Victoria.

5 Probably Mr, R, A, Armstrong,.

6 Mr., Wiliinm Elliott, Born 20th June, 1832, Died 13th Feb-
ruary, 1934,

7 Louis Monash remained in Jerilderie but later moved to
Narrandera. He rejoined his family in Melbourne in 1883 and died
there in 1894,

8 8ee History of Scotek College, Melbourne, 1851-1925, for
details of College prizes, ete,, won by Monash

9 Bee Official History of Australia in the War of 1914- 18,
Vol. 6, p, 201.

10 See The Age, Friday, 5th Oetober, 1888, p. 11, which said:
“On the 20th Mayv, 1885, fenders for the new budge "were invited,
and the tenders were nponed an 27th August, 1885, the lowest bemg
that of Mr. David Munre for £136 998, The contr act was signed on
16th November, 18857
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11Tt geems that Monash intended, as an Aris student, to proceed
to an Engineering course, for he took two Engineering subjects in
addition o the second year of the Arts eourse in 1884,

12 8ee The Age, Thursday, 20th July, 1886, p, 6, which eaid:
“A large staff is necessarily employed by the contractor on this
work, the various portions of which are under the superintendence
of capable men., There are four engineers—Messrs, &, Higging, C.
Stewart, J, B, Lewis and J, Monash”

13Tt is probable that the line between Fairfield Park and Rivers-
dale was opened on the 24th March, 1891, and that the section linking
Oakleigh and Riversdale was opened on the 30th May, 1890,

1t The Fairfield Park-Oakleigh line passed through Camberwell
A railway line linked Camberwell and Melbourne. See Bradshaw's
Guide to Vietoria for Janwary 1892 p. 71 and p. 75,

15 Quoted from The dge, Saturday, lst March, 1890, p, 14,

18 Bee Eeport of the Melbourne Harbour Trust Commissioners
for the ¥ear 1893, p, 57,

17 Bee Report of the Melbourne Harbour Trust Commisisoners
for the Fear 1893, p. 13 and p. 57,

18 See FReport of the Melbourne Harbour Trust Commissioners
for the ¥ear 1895, p, 28,

18 Bee Victorian Municipal Director for 1898, p. 124,

26 Jbid, !

21 8ee The Argus, Monday, 30th January, 1893, p. 6.

22 The Report of the Melbourne Harbour Trust Commissioners
for the Year 1894 does not give the names of members of the Truast’s
staff who were retrenched in that year,

23 Monash married Miss Victoria Moss in Melbourne on Wednes-
day, Bth April, 1891, See Table Talk, Melbourne, Friday, 10th
April, 1891, pp, 9-10, Lady Monash died on Friday, 27th February,
1920, in Melbourne,

24 Mr, Joshua Thomas Noble Anderson, BA,, B.E,, MInst.C.E,
AMInstE. (Aust.). Born I14th February, 1865, at Dunmurry,
County Antrim, Ireland. DPresident of Victorian Instituie of
Engineers, 1901-02, Died 18th October, 1949, in Melbourne.

25 See Sands & McDougall's Melbourne and Suburban Directory
For 1835, p, 944,

28 The partnership was apparenily dissolved about 1907. See
Sands & McDougall’'s Melbourne, Subwrban and Country Directory
for 1907, p. 1402,

27 See Proceedings of the Victorian Institute of Engineers,
Vol VI (1905), p. 29,

28 Monash was admitied to the degrees of Bachelor of Arts and
of Bachelor of Laws at the University of Melbourne on 16th March,
1895, Although he had completed the Arts course in 1887, he
apparently postponed having the degree conferred until 1895.

2 Bee S.E.C. Magasine, Melbourne, Vol. 11, No, 28, p, 5.

3¢ Bee The Sydney Morning Herald, Thursday, 2nd June, 1898,
. 6.
P 81 Bee Samuel McCaughey: 4 Biography, by Patricia MeCaunghey
(Bydney, 1055), p. 95.

82 Bee,The Sydney Morning Herald, Friday, 18th March, 1898,
P. 3.y .

33 Bee The Sydney Morning Herald, Thursday, 2nd June, 1898,
pp. 4 and 6, .
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84 Quoted from The Fictorian Law Reports, 1903-1904, Vol
XXIX, p. 308,
35 See The Farsity Engineer, Melbourne, No, 8, December, 1913,

LT
P 36 See The Argus, Saturday, 25th February, 1898, p. 9, for 2
report of the eerenony of laying the foundation stone of the bridge.

37 See 8.E.C. Magazine, Melbourne, Vol. 11, No, 28, p, 5,

38 Ibid, p, 5.

39 Notice of the change of name of this Company to that of
“The Reinforced Conerete and Monier Pipe Construction Company
Proprietary Limited” was recorded in the Office of the Registrar-
General of Vietoria on 15th November, 1905

40 Later this address was changed to Collins House, 360-366
Colling Street, Melbourne,

41 Mr. David Mitchell, Born 16th February, 1829, at Forfar-
shire, Scotland. Died 25th March, 1916, in Melbourne, Vietoria.

42 It was recorded in tie Office of the Registrar-General of Vie-
toria on 8th November, 1921, that Sir John Monash had retired from
the Board of Directors of “The Reinforced Conerete and Monier
Pope Construetion Company Proprietary Limited,”

43 Quoted from the original Memorandum of Association of The
Monier Pipe Company {Proprietary} Limited, dated 20th September,
1901,

44 See Monash’'s lecture, “Notes on Tests of Reinforeed Concrete
Beams,” delivered in Melbourne on 3rd May, 1905, and published in
Proceedings of the Victorian Iastitute of Engineers, Vol. VI, pp.
29-42 and pp. 79-92.

45 See The Argus, Tuesday, 22nd March, 1910, p. 7, and Thurs-
day, 24th March, 1910, p. 6.

18 See The Argus, Thursday, 3ré November, 1910, p, 7,

47 See Proceedings of the Vietorian Institute of Engineers,
Vol XII, pp. 28-49.

48 I'pid, p. 45.

49 See The Melbourne University Calendar, 1913, p. 637, which
said Monash was appointed Examiner in Civil Engineering, Part 1T,

50 Quoted from The Varsity Engineer, Melbourne, October 1912,

. 41,
F 51 Ibid, pp. 5-6.

52 Quoted from Proceedings of the Victorian Institute of
Engineers, Vol, XII1, p, &.

53 Sce Proceedings of the Vietorian Instituie of Engineers,
Vol XIV,

5¢ See The Commonwealth Engineer, Val, I, No, 10, 1st May,
1814, pp, 336-339.

56 Professor Henry Payne, M.Inst.CE. M InstME Born 3rd
March, 1871, at Caleutta. Professor of Engineering in the Univer-
sity of Melbourne from Mareh, 1910, to 20th February, 1832,
Died 28th Mareh, 1945, in Melbourne,

56 Geneal Monash was suceeeded on this oceasion in the office of
President by Mr. H. R, Harper,

57 Quoted from Proceedings of the Victorian Imstitute of
Engineers, Vol. XVI, p, 3,

58 Quoted from FWar Lelters of General Monash. Edited by
F, M, Cutlack, p. 284,
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59 Quoted from The Argus, Saturday, 15th November, 1919, p. 21,

80 Monash was promoted to the ramk of General on 11th
November, 1920,

61 Bee The Argus, Friday, 28th June, 1918, p. 5, for a report of
this Policy Speech,

62 See Vicloria Government Gazette, No. 187, dated 6th October,
1920, p. 3076.

63 Bee Three Decades: The Story of the Siate Electricity Com-
mission of Fictoria from its Inception to December, 1948, p. 32,

64 The title of this Act was “State Eleetricity Commission Act
1920."

85 Quoted from Three Decades, p. 32,

86 Later the “Melbourne Electric Supply Company Act 1924

67 See The drgus, Wednesday, 10th December, 1924, p. 21, for a
repory of this meeting, See also “State Electricity Commission.
Statement by Sir John Monash, Chairman, on the Melbourne Elecirie
Supply Company Bill delivered in the Legislative Council Committee
Room on Tuesday, 9th December, 1024,” (Offieial,}

68 Quoted from Three Decades, p. 62.

80 See The drgus, Tuesday, 23rd March, 1920, p, 6.

70 Bee The University of Melbourne Calendar, 1957, p. 22,

71 Bee Report of the Seventeenth Meeting of the Australasian
Association for the ddvancement of Science for the text of this
Address,

72 For the text of this report see Commonwealth of Australia
Parliamentary Papers for 1923-24, Volume 4, pp. 229-232,

73 For the text of this report see Papers presented to the Parlia-
ment of Vietoria, Session 1925, Legislative Assembly, Vol, 2,

71 Bee The Journal of the Institution of Engineers, Australia,
Vol, 2, No. 1 (January, 1930), p, 41, and Vol, 3, No. 10 {October,
1931); p. 363.

7 Quoted from State Electricity Commission of Fictoria.
Twelfth Annual Beport for the Financial Year ended S0th June,
1981, p. 5.

78 Bee Commonwealth Gazetle, No, 83, dated 9th October, 1931
p. 1883,

77 Quoted from The dustralian Jewish Herald, Thursday, 15th
October, 1931, p. 5.

EDITOR'S NOTE

An article on General Sir John Monash by Colonel A. W. Hyman
appeared in the Jouranal of the Society, Vol. 2, p. 20, and other
references to him are in Vol. 1, p. 99, and Vol. 3, p. 434, Photo-
graphs are in Vol. 2 at p. 26, and Vol, 1, p. 100,

Reference may also be made to a paper by Mr, Warren Perry,
The Military Life of Sir John Monash, in the Pictorian Historical
Magazine, Vol. 38 (December, 1957), p. 25.



