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The reasons for the establishment of the Macquarie
Street Synagogue, the Sydney New Synagogue as it was
offieiatly ealled, have heen deseribed in some detail in earlier
papers read to this Society.! There is, therefore, no need
to go over that ground again.  Although the controversy
which led a group to break away from the York Street
congregation was not resolved until Oetober, 1859, the
inangural meeting of the New Synagogue took place on
Sunday, 26th June, 1859, in the office of Messrs, David
Cohen and Company in Spring Street.  The congreea-
tional history properly eommences with that meeting.

The minutes® deseribe it as ‘‘a preliminary meeting
convened as per advertisement . . . . for the purpose of
establishing a new Nynagogue.”™ J. {I, Raphael was voted
to the ehair’® The Chairman read the advertisement and
called on Samuel Cohen to speak, which he did, acecording
to the minutes, ‘“at considerable length.”™  Samuel Cohen,
as the earlier research shows, had been the leader of the
breakaway group, so that he naturally took the lead now.
He urged the advisability of forming a new plaee of worship
and suggested the immediate seareh for suitable premises
and a competent minister. These things he pressed so
that the members could ‘‘all meet religiously and socially
to pray to our Supreme Father.”” Cohen himself offered
£1 a week towards the support of the institution.

Another carly stalwart of Sydney Jewry, Philip Joseph
Cohen, spoke next. He, too, urged the foundation of a
new synagogue and permitted himself a vigorous attack on
Rev. M. R. Cohen, Minister of the York Street Synagogue,
whose aetions had led to the rupture. Simeon J. Cohen
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followed him, and suggested the formation ol a sub-
committee to obtain a place of worship.  Samuel Davis,
d. L. Asher, BElias Moses and A. J. Levy also spoke, the
last named advoeating the inmmediate subseription of funds.
Bamuel Colien again emphasised his generosity by the offer
to provide half the cost of the necessaries for the Synagogue.

The tone of the minutes would lead one to assume that
consideration had already been given to the premises in
Maeqguarie Street, which soon became the Synagogue, A
number of motions were put and earried, the general effect
of which was thal the Maequarie Street property should
be taken at onee and a subseription list opened *“*for the
purpose of inaugurating a Synagogue on striet Orthodox
prineiples.”  Those who subseribed within three months
were to be privileged members, and at the expiration of
that time officers were to be clected.  Meanwhile, P. J.
Cohen, 8. Davis, J. (1. Raphael, A_ J. Levy and J. I1. Asher
were empowered lo aet and make all the preliminary
arrangements.  The meeting adjourned to 3rd July, -

On that date the sub.committee reporied that they
thought the premises known as the Tabernacle in Maeguarice
Street o very fit place for the present, and it was resolved
unanimously to engage them for twelve months.  Like so
much else that is temporary, this home remained permanent.
The Synagogue stayed there till it ceased aetivity in 1877,
The Tabernacle had originally been built in 1835, and was
the first Baptist Chapel in Sydney¥ 1t stood next to
Burdekin House, a fine mansion whose disappearance lovers
of old Sydney still regret. The Synagogue site is now
oceupied by the northern end of St. Stephen’s Chureh.? A
deseription of it in its later years, written by Mrs. Esther
Stone, has been published in the Journal. *  Parts of it
deserve guotation —

The entrance into the Macquaric Street building was by way
of a passage on the side pext to Burdekin House. Thig passageway
was in the grounds of the Synagogue, The entrance to the ladies'
gallery was by way of a stairense commencing from the fioor of the
building,  The gallery extended ncross the end of the building
farthest awny from Maequarie Street. 1t was n small enelosure,
It dif not extend along the sides of the building. The Ark was
set at the Maequarie Street end of the building, and the Reading
Degk in the middle.  'hie men's seats were arranged along two sides
of it, . ... The edifice was & small one in comparison with the York

Street Synngogue. The space within the building was muel more
limited than the space in the York Street building,
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The hudlding tlsell was situated in o doeality very mach saperior
to that in which the Yorle Street buililing stood.  Burdekin ouse
next door was an elogant and boautiful mausion, very welb main-
tatned. The Synagogoe hailding itzelf was very well eared for by
its suppoerters,  The dwellings in dhe aren were the residences of
people of considerable substanee. . The street was as wide as it is
at present, and there were ne professional ehambers in the street g
there are at present.  Most of the huildings nearhy were two-storey
resilences and homes of the gentry of the eity,  The York Streot
building, on the other band, was in o business aren and among
buildings whieh were used for eommereinl purposos,

The Macquaric Street building wus set back a little from the
street.  However, the willow trees appearing in the 1848 sketeh, as
remembered hy the late Mr. Vietor Colien, were not there at the
time of my visits, nor was there any garden plot in front of the
bullding.  So far as 1 ean remember, there was not cutside the
building any sign showing the date of ifs erection.t

The same sub-committee was wiven the task of pre-
paring the huilding for public worship, The opening of a
fund necessitated the appointment of a treasurer, and
Simeon J. Cohen was chosen to aet temporarily.  Samuel
Cohen, Asher, Davis and Raphael were appoinied trustees,
in’ whose names the premises were to be taken. By the
next meeting on 3lst July all sorts of practical preparations
had been begun.  Tenders had been called for making the
Ark, altering the ladies™ gallery and painting. Thought
was now given to having the gas installed.  We may leave
the harassed but enthusiastic sub-committee to their details
and pass to other matters.

At the meeting of Tth August a Rabbi Cohen was
present. This is almost ecrtainly the Rabbi Vechiel Cohen
who in September, 1858, attended a meeting of the York
Street Board in scaveh of funds {for Palestine.  In August,
1859, he asked that eongregation for funds to enable him
te go back to Alexandria, hut was refused.’ Ile met the
same fate in Macquarie Street.¥  No one seems to have
thought that he might make a suitable minister, for in his
presence consideration was given to the application and
testimonials of Rev. Joseph BEmanuel AMyers.  He had
apparently just arrived in Sydney, and was commended
to the members by Raphacl. There was some discussion,
but the upshot was that he was engaged as Minisier, Shoehet
and Mohel on three months™ trial at a salary of £3 a week,
When one considers that the rent for the Synagogue
premises was £2 a week, it will appear that the salary was
not excessive, Surely no man cver had a shorter term of
office as minister.  Ie was engaged on Tth August. Om
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1T August he was dismissed, Samuel Colen telling a
general meethng that eireumstancees had avisen to alter his
opinion of Myers.  Woe shall probably never know what
these cireumstanees were, bul they must have swayed the
members.  BMyers received £10 for services rendered. In
later years he gave veoman serviee to the Brishane com-
munity, and beeame highly respeeted in IEngland.

The time was now thought to have arrived for the
cleetion of a provisional Board of Management to succeed
the sub-commiitee which had so far done all the work.
Samuel Cohen Dbecame President, a tribute to his zeal and
leacdership in fostering the new group. The Freasurer was
Simeon J, Cohen. The Committee comprised P. J. Cohen,
Fmanuel Phillips, Lewis Lipman (who was appointed
Honorary Secretary), A. J. Levy, M. (irossman, Elias
Moges, Samuel Davis and J. (. Raphael, a strong body of
staunch Jews who, as events showed, were likely to give
a forceful lead to the congregation.  One cannot help
neticing how many of the members had been among the
most prominent in the York Street eongregation, whieh
must have felt the logs severely. The Board was given
power to make laws and fo engage 2 minister.

Boih of these matters soon occupied its attention.
Two days earlier, at a meeting on 15th August, the name
of Rev. Solomon Phillips, then living in Melbourne, had
‘been suggesied as that of a suitable minister. Phillips
was an old Sydney Wlentity, a former assistant minister at
York Street, and would have been known to everyone. On
21st August a general meeting agreed to engage him as
Reader, Baal Kore and BMohel at a salary of £252 per
annum, At the same time Lewis Colling was engaged as
beadle and housekeeper, but later declined the office, whieh
went to Lewis Nathan,

Some basie laws were adopted at this meeting which
were of importance as showing how the members felt about
communal matters generally, The congregation was to be
divided into members and seatholders. A ballot among
the Committee was neeessary for the admission of a member,
and seatholders were to have no voice in the management
of the congregation.  All gentiemen who had alrveady sub-
seribed were to be considered members. This was carried
unanimously, no doubt hecause all those present had sub-
seribed. It was then rvesolved that *‘the congregation be
independent of all other econgreeations and make rules
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and regulations for their own euidance and government.”
P J. Colhen moved that the name of 1le congregation he
Suecath David—The Tabernaele of David—a neal pun on
the name by which the building was generally known.
The words are corrvectly spelt in the minutes--which is
more than ean be said for all the Seeretary s ventures into
Hebrew.

Naturally enough one of the fivst matters which would
require to be clarified was the relationship of the {wo con-
gregations. Fecling still ran high, and there was no dis-
position towards peace on cither side.  The somewhat curt
letter to York Street, recorded in the minutes of September
4th, was no doubt typical. As background information
one needs only to be reminded that up till now all com-
munal affairs had been the coneern of York Sirect alone.
The letter read :—

Gentlemen :

I am directed by the Board of Management to asecrtain what
proportion of your expenditure for the expenses of maintaining the
Burial Ground and the use of the nceessary atensils for Tnharas
you would require us to pay annually.

An carly answer will oblige.

I have the honour ete., -
LEWIS LIPMAN, IHon, Secy.

The reply has not been preserved, but its tenor can
be gathered from two paragraphs in Macquarie Street's
letter of 11th September —

The Board of Management has arrived at the Following
unanimeus decision :

“That the Buriel Grouml wns granted by the Government
to Trustees for the burial of all mewbers of the Hebrew faith
-and the congregation possess an cqual vight with any olher
congregation to bury their dead in -that Ground so granted and
must be allowed to do so without any interference.”

The Board have wo objeetion to eontribute u fair proportion of
expenses of the ground for its management but tlis congregation
must apply only to their own officers and not- te the officers of
another Institution,

Nothing was done about the Burial Ground until York
Street’s reply of 23rd October was veecived. It was so
unsatisfactory that at a Board meeting on 26th Qetober
it was unanimously decided 1o refer the matier o the
Crown Solicitor for his opinion,

Unfortunately no eopy of the opinion is available—if
there ever was one-—~for the Crown Solicitor was inter-
viewed hy the President, who gave a report to the next
meeting. I+ was then resolved that York Street be informed
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by P. o). Colen that in tuture he would carry out the power
vesied in him as a trustee of the Burial Ground.  This was
followed on 27th November by a further resolution express-
mg the determivation of the Board {o maintain its rights
over the ground. A letter suggesting negotiations was sent
to York Street, but, as might have heen anticipated, the
matter dragged on for a long time.  Macquarie Street took
steps to obtain equipment for funerals, and nothing appears
lo have happened for some months bevond a desultory
exchange of letters.  This stage eulminated in the some-
what startling notice of motion of 51h July, 1860, *‘That
the eongregation take steps for the due safety of all bodies
interred in the Jews' Burial Giround from the community
in future.””  Did the mover, Raphael, fear body snatehing ¢
No action was ever taken 1o deal with the motion.

Then in August, 1860, came the bombshell, P, J.
Colien, who had been a trustee of the Burial Cround in
Devonshire Street since its grant in 1832, was suddenly
served with proceedings in the Bguity Cowrt issued by
York Street.  The fight was on. Maequarie Street at once
appointed solicitors to wateh their interests.

The Macguarie Street records tell us very little of the
Court proceedings.  The story which follows is based on
the York Street minules.  The Board of the old Synagogue
had gradually been getting more and more annoyed and,
at one stage, early in 1860, there had been talk of using
foree to prevent access by Maequarie Street members seek-
ing to perform a burial.  In April they decided to seck
legal advice, with the objeet of removing P. J. Cohen from
the trusteeship of the cemetery. The other two original
trustees had been dJoseph Barrow Montefiore, then living
in London, and Michael Phillips, who was dead.  Cohen
was by now sole trustee, no other appointments having been
made.  His secession made matters very diffieult for York
Street.  Their solicitor, R. J. Want, however, advised that
nstead of seeking to remove Cohen they should apply to
the Court to appoint two nominees of their own to act with
him.  This advice was available Tor the Board meeting of
Gth May, 1860. Consideration was deferred.

One Jast attempt at reconeilintion was made by Saul
Samuel, who moved on 1st July :—

That in order to aveid a repetition of the unsgeernly seenes which

had reeently taken place on the oeeasion of the burind of decensed
members of the Maeguarie Street Congrregeetion, this Committeo (o
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again invile the Committee of that Congregution to jom with them
with a view to removing the present difficulties and for that purpoese
to leave the whole matter to he submitted to  arbitrotion—cach
congregation naming one arbitrator and the arbitrators naming a
fhird—to determine upon suel vegulations for the management of
the Grownd and the burial of the dead of each congregation as they
may deem advisable,

This motion was carried, but at the same meeting the
Board alse resolved to empower S, AL Joseph and Samuel
to instruet any solicitor of their choice to commenee pro-
ceedings, A further resolution named Samuel and Jacob
Liazarus as the persons whose nomination to the trust was
to be sought. It is apparent, though nothing is recorded,
that Macguarie Street rejected Samuel's overtures—if,
indeed, they were ever made.

The next development was a veport by Joseph to the
York Street Board on 15th July that he had seen Want,
and that proeecedings had been instituted in the BEquity
Court in accordanee with the previous decision of the Board.
Optimistically, he expressed the hope that the whole matter
would be completed hy the unext meeting, e under-
cstimated the delays of Equity and the violent reaction of
Maeguarie Street. It was not until April, 1861, that Want
could make his final report.

We have seen that in August Maequarie Street referred
the matter to its solicitors, and Cohen soon made plain his
intention to defend the proccedings.  Barly in September
the York Sireet Seeretary, Alfred de lissa, told the Board
that things were noft moving as fast as they had hoped,
and only on the 23rd of that month the President, Isaac
Simmons, was able to report that the hearing of the case
had begun before the Master in Bquity.  There had been
argument between counsel on both sides as to the procedure
to be adopted in the somewhat wvnusual eircumstances.
Applications for the appoiniment of new truslees were not
uheommon, but it was rare for objections to he raised to
the fitness of the proposed appeintees, and rarer still for
counter-nominations to he submitted by a surviving trustee
—nominations whieh, in their turn, were opposed as un-
suitable.  Cohen had asked that Samuel Cohen and Moses
Moss fill the vacaneies, having accepted as inevitable that
he could not continue to aet alone.  Cohen’s affidavit had
set. up that the York Street nominees were not fit persons
fo be appointed.  The York Street Board approved a draft
by de Lissa, based on minutes and other records, justifving
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their reeent course of action, and aceepled an offer by one
of the Board to make an affidavit showing the unfitness of
Moss and Samuel Cohen. I is probable that (his was
never used—one certamly hopes that these personalities
were not aired in open Court—but there was a further
licaring before the Master late in September.

Saul Samuel was still bent on settling the matter.
At a special Board meeting on Tth October, after referring
to the high cost incurred, he moved that Want be instrueted
to tell Macguarie Street, without prejudiee, of terms on
which the iitigation could eease. 1 Maeguarie Street
would withdraw its opposition to himself and Lazarus,
York Street would alier its burial laws in aceordance with
any suggestion the Master in Bguity might make to ensure
smoother relations in the future. The Board agreed, but
AMacquarie Strect was adaman{, and there had heen a
further hearing by the time de Lissa next reported on the
matier on 14th October,

A sidelight on the bitterness which this controversy
vaused is visible in the earlier part of Qetober. Since
1835, P. J. Cohen had been a ‘‘perpetual member’' of all
committces of the York Street Synagogue—an honour
granted to him hecause of the great work he had done as
virtual founder of Sydney Jewry. Now, some felf, the
past should be forgotten. A move was made to have this
honour taken from him by a general meeting. There was
some diseussion and the actual wording of the original
motion was toted down later in the month, but the intention
remained.  Bventually, in February, 1861, while the con-
troversy still raged, the resolution of 12th Oetober, 1835,
was reseinded and P. J. Cohen ceased to have even a formal
connection with the congregation he had laboured to build.
dven the simultaneous exelusion of another person who
had been granted honorary membership of committees
would not have softened the Mow, for there were very
different reasons in his case. It must, of course, be ad-
mitted that Cohen could in the cireumstances seareelx have
sat on any York Street committee, but there is no evidence
that he had tried to do so since the seeession. 1t is a pity
one must record an action which, despite its apparent
justificalion, seems rather peity,

By early November all the York Street affidavits were
reidy for the resumpdion of the fight, but, in fuel, the
contest was over without further dispules. in Court,
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Thongl alfempls were made by some members of the
community to present a memoriand o the Master in support
of the York Street stand, it was deeided to defer any sueh
action, and eventually  the solicitors advised against it
York Street was still anxious 1o gettle the matter. It may
well be that Macequarie Street had also come round to the
idea of peace, but in the absenee of vrecords one cannot
positively assert that that was so,

_ The final approach was begun by York Streef, which
took the mitiative al ity Board meeling on 27th January,
1861.  Want had {old them that the real issue was the
comparative fitness of the men named by the two Syna-
gogues.  With this in view, the Board vesolved to aceept
the Masler’s deeision on the basis of the evidenee already
before him.  They instrueted their ecounsel, however, to
point out that the existing trustee was a memhber of the
Maequarie Si{veelt Beard, that “*he had manifested great
partisanship, and that he was one of those who prineipally
caused the division in the community.”  Stress was laid
on the obvious fact that if another Maecquarie Street sup-
porter was appointed to the irusts York Strect would bhe
in a minority, and that this injustice would bhe all the
greater beeause the New Synagogue comprised only about
one-quarter of the community,

Despite this Jast argument, which was of eonsiderable
weight, the Master appointed one trustee from each Syna-
gogue, Saul Samuel from York Street and Moses Moss from
Macguarie Street. By April, 1861, the litigation was over,
and a somewhat uneasy peace succeeded it,'?

There we may leave the story of the burial ground
and retrace our steps lo deal with more pleasant matters.
As early as 156th August, 1859, J. L. Anderson, a musician
of considerable attainments who had given serviee to the
community for many years, had advised that he would
reguire only one month to train a choir for the dedication
ceremony of the new building,  From that daie onwards
preparations proceeded quickly, and at the meeting of
J1th Seplember it was decided to hold the conseeration on
Friday afternoon, 23rvd September, at 2 o'clock. It was,
however, postponed till the Sunday. The details of the
Service can best be gathered from the printed Order of
Proceedings (published with this paper), whiel was repro-
dueed in full in the Minutes of 26th September.  The
oceagion received much publicity in the Sydney Morning
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INTRODUCTORY SYNPHONY.

Reader ... o . ... . . . Cpen woiome & {5 ane)
Response ... .. . .. o L. Thisisthe Gote o pb e w

Doors are opened and processivn enter the Synagogue.
Choir Chemnt ... ... . o e eer .o How Goodly, 39 11ny

Procession proceeds to Ark, during which tie Choir Chaunt Dlessed 15 ||:
who cometh &e. ... .. L o L. o L N.‘.I"T -[1-.3

Seven Circuits are then ninde with the Sweredd Serolls,
1st Cireuit, Psalm 30, recited by Reader and Congregation n:m '"I‘U R '.313
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2od ditto, 24tk Psalm, Selo and Chotus by Bealer i (_umu il it
TN i om -m‘:

3ed ditto, Pealm 130, recited lJ_yl(emlu&Cunﬂresulmnntpnygb m‘;rm -,- .
4th ditto, Pralm 100, Clheir ... .. wr ve v e -g-nn'; ﬁ\"\"g

" Bth ditto, ,, 84, Recited by Reader and Congregation ﬂ‘ﬂ‘)ﬂ ':w I’T;J‘Jl}'

6th ditte, ,, 122, “ " \mjw -rn') nf;y-\n ﬂ- 1y
Thditto, L. 29,Trie  we o e e e -mz, 113,.3

The Scrolls are then plm—i-l‘l.t, Ark by the Dvesiddent.
Prayer read l-;-l_fm Licader.
Ark closed by ‘the President
Discourse l;;ii;l' J. Cobien.
Awnouncernent of Offerings
Hywnn by Ruadcr aml Chuir,

The Reader procecds to the Ark and takes. ﬂm.'of e Serlls from the President
Amd Reader says, Hear O Ismel,.. oo .h o L0 o bymue P
Chuir respond. HE
Reader ascends the Reading Desk and chaunts the prayer for the Royad Family.
And replaces the Seroll in the Ark which is then closed.
The Choir then sing the concluding Psahn, jbbry

Chening Secbice Goncludes the Ereemong,
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Hereld, in which the work of Anderson, who played the
harmonium, the male choir, and 12, J, Cohen’s addiess were
given most prominenee.  As one would expeet, a numboer
of gifts were made to the Synagogue to mark its formal
opening,  Samuel Davis presented a bronze chandelier;
Mr. Brookstesn a gold tassel; 1. B, Cohen (on behalf of
variows members of his family) a spiee box, a Kiddush
eup and a eloth ; Mrs. Charlotte Barnett a blue velvet eloth
for the reading desk and two mantles for Sephorim; and
A JL Levy gave four Ladabim (Suceoth was not far off').
This list could no doubt he extended were it not for the
fact that the gift hool: the Board decided to institnie has
long since disappeared. Al the Board meeting of 16ih
Oectober, ¥ling Moses was appointed Chasan Torah and
Samuel Davis Chasan Bereshith,

An echo of the original dispute between the members
of York Rtreet can be heard in the resolutions of 9th
November, 1859—nrobably the result of the Chief Rabbi's
ruling which ended the legal controversy. The Board
decided ‘“That on all veeasions when a child of the Jewish
faith is to be eiveumeised the Mohel shall be the sole judge,
and unless he objeets it shall not reguire the confirmation
of the Board.™

There is no eseape from recording the controversies
of the day. While the guarrel over the Burial (fround
was more or less quieseent, a new diffieulty arose—this time
over shechitah.  Previously the only shochet in Sydney
had heen an employee of York Street,  The present problem
arose out of a letter from York Street inviting eo-operation
in the permanent engagement of a shochet and the pay-
ment of the satary of £130 per annum in equal shares,
Macquarie Street somewhat ungraeiously resolved to reply :

. ... The Congregation, being entively independent of any other,
regerve to themselves the right of appointing their own offficers who
shall be immediately under the Board of Management's own eontiol
TFurthermore, should they deem it desirable that a shoeehet should be
engaged for the Congregation they consider themselves fully qualitied
to seleet and appoint their own officer to perform suel duty and at
such salavy which they believe remunerative for his services without
dictation from any congregation as to who they shall have and upon
what terms.

At the same time it was deecided that a small sub-
commiftee which had been authorised to diseuss the Burial .
Ground with York Street be also empowered to discuss
“‘any other matter velative to the Congregation,’’ If this
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was {0 inchule sheehitabh, their hands would have heen
rather seeutrely tied by a motion, notice of which was given
at that same meeting, to eall by advertisement for tenders
for the supply of meat.  The nolice was withdrawn, how-
ever, the meeting of Gth December mervely appointing a
sub-committee Lo see on what terms g buteher would supply
meat.  This atlitude was not maintained.  The dispute
receives no further mention in the Minutes, and as late
as 1863, when Rabbi Jacob Saphir deseribed his .visit to
Syduey, there was still only one shochet—an employee of
York Street.’™ This state of affairs eontinued. Maequarie
Street never employed a shochet or busied itself with the
supply of meat.

The Synagogue, however, was not always Dbeset with
these problems, and could turn its eves away from Sydney
to help suffering Jews abroad.  On 28th July, 1860, a
committee meeting *‘took into consideration the ease of the
poor dJews of Moroeeo,” who were in serious difffeulty
owing to fear of war between their country and Spain.
A subseription list was opened and the President assumed
the task of cauvassing. Unfortunately there is no indi-
cation of the vesult, but the spirit was most certainly there,
In similar vein one may record the advertisements in the
Sydney newspapers during Mareh, 1861, and 1863, calling
on those poor Jews who needed free matzos for Passover
to approach the IHonorary Seeretary. Assistance to country
Jews was also provided. Throughout its history the con-
gregation received requests for the serviees of a mohel in
ouflying distriets. Among the ecarly cases were those of
Morris Woolf of Wiama, whe, in November, 1859, made
applieation on hehalf of his sister-in-law’s son; B. Nelson,
who asked Rev. Solomon Phillips to go to Orange in July,
1860, and Nathan Mandelson, who required his services in
Tumut in November, 1860. Regretfully the congregation
had to refuse the last request owing to the distanee from
Sydney.

Somewhat later, in April, 1862, the Board found that
frequent eountry trips meant that the minister was absent
over week-ends. It was then resolved that members seeking
a mohel should apply in writing to the President (in all
cases, eountry included), and in the ecase of a country
.member he would permit Phillips to go to the member’s
place of residence oceasionally on payment of the expenses.
There was a proviso that he must not be away from Sydney
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over Sabbaths and [Pestivals.  Tn 1865 the matter was
raisedd again aud, after some diseussion, the rnle was
amended in August allowing him to he absent for one
Sabbath,

Ag the congregation grew in statuve and confidence
it asserted its elaims to a share in the State aid then given
to Jewish ministers, On 11th Deeember, 1859, a letter
was sent to the Colonial Seerctary informing him of the
appointment of Phillips as minister, noting that no other
Jewish minister was then in the eolony (Uohen, of Vork
Street, had just left), and requesting that the ({lovernment
grant be paid to Phillips. Though the minutes do not say
so, it was clear that the claim was approved at least in
part. Maequarie Street reccived only that one payment,
as the system was abandoned the same year.™

By May, 1860, congregational life was peaceful enough
to justify the making of permanent rules. A sub-committee
had been working on them for some time, and they were
itow ready for consideration by the Board. Several meet-
ings between this time and May, 1861, were devoted to
detailed diseussions.  There is no need for ns to enter
into the minor controversies that developed. At last a
general meeting could be ealled to adopt the Liaws formally.
For some reason no quorum was present, and the meeting
adjourned to 30th June, 1861, Some mmendments of little
moment were approved, the Board was thanked Tor its zeal,
appreciation to the Honorary Seervetary was recovded, and
the Laws were ready for publication, A passage in the
preamble shows that there was still no desire for too close
an association with York Street.

The congregation asserts its rights to decide upon all affairs
which may concern themselves on their own responsibility and without
reference to any clerieal authority whatever; although they will at
all times be most happy to listen to the advice of cminent men
tearned in our holy Religion, still whether upon a religious or any
other subjeet, the decision of the congregation properly assembled
must be considered deeisive and acted upon.is

This was not the first publication to issue from
Maequarie Street. A report presented to a meeting in
1860, after a year of active work, was printed and dis-
tributed to members. It showed a balanee in hand of £50.
At the same meeting it was reported that (rossman was
unable, by reason of his residence in the couniry, to attend
Board meetings. s resignation was aceepted, and Moses
Moss and Myer Brodziak were elected to the Board.,  Only
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a couple of weeks carlier, Brodziak had been appointed
auditor with Jacob Challes Cohen,

The first formal annual general meeting was held in
two parts on 11th Angust and lst Sepiember, 1861, The
carlier mecting was ealled for the nomination of officers,
and the latter for their election and the adoption of the
annual report. A glance at the nominations give some idea
of the vigorous life of the congregation. Three men stood
for President, four for Treasurer, and 21 for eight places
on the Committee Samuel Clolien was re-eleeted President
and Philip Cohen Treasnrver. The new Board eomprised
Moses Moss, J. (. Raphael, 1. Phillips, I.. Phillips, Simeon
J. Colren, Myer Brodziak, Solomon Coben and L. Bskell,
There was an equal number of voles cast for BEskell and
Lewis Lipman for the last vacaney on the Committee,
Lipman withdrew his name, but continued to aet as
[Lonorary Secretary.

A sad blow stiruck the congregation in the sudden death
of its leader, Samuel Cohen, early in November, 1861. 1t
was at onee 1050Ewd to prepare a letter of condolence to
his widow, whiel was to be engrossed on pavehment and
signed by its members.  Part of this obviously sinecre and
well-deserved tribute read —

. No doubt tu you the loss vou lave all experteneed must
he deep]3 felt as he was a kind husband and an indulgent father
but to us the loss of our first President, our friend, and one with
whont we have so cordially acted upon all geeasions . . . . has eaused
great affliction.  We sunpatluse with your sorrows for we feel
them deeply and yuu may be assured we shall endeavour to eurry
vut ats far as we possibly can his views in the establishment of this
congregation.  Well may the poor bewail lbis carly death for they

have lost u sincere friemd. His charity was boundless wd fell on
them like a refreshing rain upon the parched earth.

A special meeting on 8th December, with . J. Cohen
in the chair, proceeded to eleet a new President.  Moses
Moss was ehogen from among three eandidates.  The meet-
ing then earried unanimously a vesolution to erect a marble
tablet in memory of Samuel Cohen.  This was completed
by April, 1862, and set up in the Synagogue, over the seat
he usually occupied.  Mrs. Coben's touching letter of
thanks has been ]nesu\ed, and T have it here this evening,
The plaque was removed in 1878, and is now fixed to the
wall of the Board room al the ({reat Synagogue.

Moss, however, for some unknown veason, deelined the
Presideney, and I, ). Clohen reported fo a mvv{mu on Gth
February, 1862, that the Board had approached Lewis
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Wolfe Levy to aceept il. Levy ““eonsented to do so as far
as lay in his power,”” and so began a long and fruitful
period of communal serviee. A week later he was formally
eleeted.  The growing work of the Board and congregation
led members to think that a Viee-President was a necessity.
aspecially was this so in view of Levy's Trequent absences
from meetings while he was in Maitland on business. The
laws were altered accordingly and Solomon Cohen was
eleeted.  His place on the Board went to Emanuct Phillips,
who, however, resigned in Marveh, no sueeessor being elected.

Another opportunity seon arose for the congregation
to declare its independence of York Street,  On 14th April
a deputation from York Street consisting of Nathan Mandel-
son (the President), Sigmond Hoffnung, Solomon Moses
and Lawrence Speyer interviewed the Board.  They came
to ask that Maeguarie Street should contribute a yearly
sum towards the pension of Rev. Jacob Isaacs, Reader at
York Street from 1840 to 1855, who was now living in
England.  Macguarie Street flatly refused, the dinutes
saving that ‘it was shewn that this congregation was not
in any way called upon to do so.”’  Teehnieally this may
have been right, hut sinee the majority of its members, and
certainly its leaders, had benefited from Isages’ work for
fifteen years, their attitude was searcely faire-cven if
understandable in view of the relations between the two
bodies.

One of the discases to which the congregation was
subjeet throughout its life was poor attendance at meetings,
[Bven a general meeting called in February, 1862, to eleet
a uew President lapsed for want of a quorum, and this was
by no means the first,  Committee meetings often failed
for the same reason, with the result that in July Simeon
Colien gave notiee of motion for an alteration of the laws
to declare vaecant the seat of a Board member who absented
himself for three eonseculive mectings without proper
exeuse.  Nosuch aelion was then taken, but the next general
meeting, held in August, reduced the quorum of the Board
from eight to four. Anolher matter of eontrol whieh exer.
cised the Board at this time was the preparation of a set
of by-laws.  On the motion of Myer Brodziak, the task was
entrusted {o the mover, P. J. Cohen, 3. J. Cohen and
Raphael.

Onee again there was a minor difficulty over shechitah,
It began with a letier from York Street, which eannot be
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fraced. The reply, dated 2nd July, asked for information,
which not  fortheoming.  DMacquaric Sfreet apparently
wanted to find out how mueh meat each ol its membery
used, so that it could determine the indiveet contribution
the congregation made o the shochet’s salary.  The matter
was not pressed, and nothing further was done about it.
Phis sort of thing, however, pin-priek though it was, would
not he likely to improve relations, :

GEORGE JUDAH COHEN,
About 1857,
(Pholograph by courtesy of his daughter, Mrs. R. H, Marks.)

Ho, too, with the Burial tround cvontroversy, which
came to mind again in July, when Moessrs. Rodd and
awson, the econgregation’s solicitors, asked for payment
of their costs amounting to £235/5/-,  The matter dragged

< on till January, 1863, when Raphael reporied that he, with
P, J. Cohen and Brodziak, had settled the matter on the
footing that £100 would be paid in cash aud {wo promissory
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notes given for €40 caclt,  The reeeipt, dated 2nd February,
1863, 1s stil preservoed.

The mere Taet that the congregalion could not, or wounlkd
not, pay its lawyers did not prevent it from trying to
purchase the synagogue huilding,  The matfer started with
Brodziak ‘s sugzestion for the opening of 3 Building Fund
i July, 1862, At the same meeting it was decided to ask
the owners to sell for £900, pavable over five years with
interest at 8%. The owners, however, were unwilling o
agree.  Jowish control over the building was assured by
the menercus action of David Cohen and Company, whe
purchased it in August for £1,400 and at once granted the
congregation a lease™  After some negotiations, whieh we
need not follow, this was arranged in September as a lease
for ten years, with an option of renewal for a further
cleven.'® .

The next important matter was the annual general
meeting on 21st September,  Seventeen members attended
and unanimously re-eleeted L. -W. Levy as President, with
Moses Moss as Vice-President and Raphael .as Treasurer.
The new Committee was P. J. Cohen, Emanuel Phillips,
8. J. Cohen, I.. Lipman, M. Brodziak, J. H. Anderson,
Solomon Cohen and J. C. Cohen.  The aunditors were W.
B. Liee and Sydney Cohen of ({eorge Street, this latter
gentleman being generally so deseribed in order to dis-

-tinguish him from someonc else of the same name.,  Moss
again deelined the honour to whieh he had heen elected.
No suceessorr was chosen until Mareh, 1863, when P. ),
Cohen was voted to the office.  Meanwhile Raphael took
the chair as Treasurer. The other offices in the gift of
the members this year went to Raphael and Anderson, who
were respectively chosen as Chasan Toralh and Chasan
Bereshith. The death of Samuel Cohen necessitated the
appointment of a new trustee. 1. W, Levy and P. L
Cohen sueceeded to the post.

Holy Day Services now oecupied the attention of the
Board. At its meeting on Idth September it was decided
to inform Rev, Solomon Phillips that on Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur the omission of the nusual Piyutim- would
he sanctioned, and that Yom Kippur bheing on a Sabbath
that year, Psalm 92 was to be included hefore Borechu.'®
It was also decided that P. J. Cohen and Lipman wonld
assist the minister in the eonduct of the Services, In
December, Cohen was apparvently dissatisfled with the way
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Serviees were conducted, and gave notice of @ motion that
the matter shonld be considered by the Board.,  Nothing
was done. Whether this meant that Cohen changed his
miml or simply that the Board shelved the matter by
frequent deferments of it we have now no way of knowing.

Changes on the Board continued into 1863. Brodziak
resigned in March for business reasons. Lipman gave up
his seat in the smme month on his appointment as paid
seeretary {o the congregation, A geiteral meeting unani-
mously wve-cleeted Brodziak to ihe Board, and Henry
Barnett suceeceded lipman, The Board was weakened at
this time by the absence of Anderson in England.  Apart
from problems of its own membership, the main coneern
of the Board during this peaceful period was the probiem
of marriages. The difficulty was, as always, the Jewish-
ness of one or ether of the parties.  The matter was usually
solved by leaving it to the minister and a Board member to
investigate, and, if salisfied, to approve the marriage taking
place,

This was the time when Rabbi Chaim Z’vi Schneersohn
was in Australia seeking funds for Palestine.’® Maequarie
Street received a letter from the Society of the Friends of
Zion in Jerusalem commending him and his eanse.  The
Boird deelined 1o assist in the appeal, and resolved in April
that any money eollected by the eongregation be sent direet
to Sir Moses Montefiore.  Also in the realm of public
affairs, the Board deeided to present an address to the
Queen,  Levy, . J. Cohen and Brodziak were asked to
prepare it.  The address is recorded in full in the Minute
Book as of Hth July, 1863, and bears repetition here.

TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY : '

We, on behalf of the Hebrew Congregation of the New Syna-
gogue, Maequarie Street, Bydney, Tumbly approach your Majesty's
person and throne to wnite with our fellow subjects in offering to
your Majesty our sincere aml henrtfelt congratulations in the recent
event of the marringe of his Royal Hiphness the Prinee of Wales
with the Prineess Alexandra. of Denmark,

We sincerely pray the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, may
grant his blessings to this union and vouchsafe to England's hope
perfeet domestic happiness—a proper reward to a Lord loving—
prince, the offspring of a royal and God fearing parentage, and it
is our fervent prayer that this union may prove a healing balm ty
your Mnjesty’s sorrow and grief.

We humbly assure your Majesty that members of our Faith

liave ever heen distinguished for their loyalty to their sovereign
and constitution nnd thet in this distant part of your Majesty's
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dominions will bear favourihle comparison with any of your Majes'y's
subjeets,  Commemling your Majesty to the King of Kinge we
gity with the Royal Peulmist : “Let there be peasee in vour dwellings
ant contentment in your palaces.”

Suelt will ever be the prayer of vour Loval and Dutiful subjects.

(Ral) L. W, LEVY, President 1 en behalf
P, . CGUEN, Viece President } of the
Jo Gl RAPHAEL, Treasurer ] wemgregation,

Synagogue Chambers, 18 June, 1863,

Une of the minor mysteries of our Jewish history in
New South Wales is the origin and fate of the congregation
at Forbes. 'The only time it has eome to my notice was
on the discovery of three short Minutes dated 1st and 10th
March and 12th April, 1863. Apparently the congregation
there sent a letter to Maequarie Street in January. The
letter has been lost, and only an inconclusive reply by
lipman is available.® This was addressed to 1. Phillips,
ITonorary Seeretary, Synagogue Chambers, Forbes, and
stated merely that the matter was under consideration.
A sub-committee was in fact appointed, but never reported
to the Board, and nothing further was done or recorded.

The main item which engrossed the attention of the
Board for the next four years was the guestion of a
cemetery, Matters had been quiet sinee the litigation, but
in July, 1863, York Street initiated discussions. These
did not concern the burial ground which had so far been
the subjeet of controversy, but resulted from the decision
of the (Government to establish a new cemetery at laslem's
Creek (Rookwood) for all faiths in view of the obvious
unsuitability of Devonshire Street. The talks between the
two eongregations produced no agreement on joint eontrol
of the Jewish portion as had been suggested by the Govern-
ment.  Affer several months of negotiation, Maeguarie
Street resolved in Deeember to submit three of their own
names to the Department of Lands for appointment as
trustees.

This was followed almost at ence hy fresh negotiations
in which York Street produced two proposals for joint
action. The first was to provide for three York Street
and two Macquarie Street trustees; the sceond suggested
a division of the part allotted fo the Jews. Maeguarie
Street insisted on equal numbers of trustees, but secemed
more inclined to aceept the second scheme, This, however,
did not suit York Street, and in February, 1864; Maeguarie




398 Australion Sewish Historical Socicty.

Streed decided 1o ask the Government for a separate piece
of land for isell.  From that time until Mareh, 1866, the
minutes are silent on all malters concerning the new
cemetery,  The Board then resolved {0 consider **all
matters regarding the new burial ground as promised by
the Government to us.”  This would seem to make it clear
that the Syunagogue’s representations had suceceded.  Sites
at Long Bay and Moruya Bay (? Marvoubra) had been
mentioned to the Board, but were never seriously contem-
plated.®'  In any case, the (overnment had decided on
Haslem’s Creek, and there was little point in trying to
establish a new cemetery clsewhere.  Sporadie discussions
oceurred at Board meetings until finally, in August, 1866,
L. W. Levy lost patience with the delayvs, and offered to
pay £200 towards buying a piéece of land for the congre-
gation, fencing it and erecting the necessary buildings.
Raphael offered to pay half the purchase money, and a
sub-eommittee was at once appointed to find a suitable
block.

York Street, however, was quite unmoved. While the
search for land was still going on, the three trustees of the
new cemetery, all York Street nominees, sent a letter fo
both congregations.

‘ CIRCULAR,
. Sydney,
March 16, 1866.
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE MACQUARIE-STREET
CONGREGATION OF JEWS :
Sir,

’ We have the honour fo inform you that we have been appointed
Trustees of that portion of the New Cemetery at Tlaslem's Creek
devoted to the Iebrew Community, and that we are desirous of having
the co-operation of {he several Jewish Congregations in the carrying
out of our trusts, .

In order to do so as equitably as possible, and to avoid =any
probability of dispute, we propose to divide the ground equally
hetween the York Street amd Maequarie Street Congregations, eaeh
pertion being placed under the comtrol of the respective Boards of
Management—subjeet of course to the regulations of the trustees.
There i3 also another portion of Iand in the centre intended for the
erection of Houses of Worship necessary for the performance of the
religious rites at burials, upon which it will be necessary to ereet
a neat building which we propose should be used in eommon by both
Congregations, .

We also propose that the expenses of erceting this building as
well as enclesing-the Burial Ground with posts and chnins, and also
the ornamentation of the Ground and the keeping it in proper arder,
should be horne equally between the two Congregations,
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Bhonld yon agree to these conditions we will thank you to lei
ws have an early reply, as it will be neeessary for hoth Congregations
to furnish us witlr a seale of barinl charges in order that we may
submit them for approval to TLA. Government,

We have the honour to be Sir,
Your most Obt. Sts.,
8. A, JOSEPH,
A, (!OHEN,
SAUL SAMUEL,

N.B—A similar ecircular has been gont to the York Street
Synagogue,

Macquarie Strect rejected the scheme on the ground
that the number of trustees was unequal. At the same
meeting, in December, 1866, it was resolved (o approach
the Minister for Lands to ask if he would grant the con-
gregation the same facilities as had been afforded other
denominations should they purchase land at Haslem’s
Creek. The deputation then appointed was authorised to
complete the purchase if the Minister gave the assurvances
asked. The (lovernment agreed, but it was not until June,
1867, that Levy and Raphael were able to report to the
Board that they had bought 4} acres of land at Haslem's
C'recl. ‘

Some differences of opinion arose among the Board as
to the building to be erected on the land which oecupied
the meetings in July. Eventually Loevy and Raphael were
authorised to have a suitable building put up on the under-
standing that the cost would not exeeed £275. On 1st
September the President made a formal report that the
ground had been conscerated on '18th August.  Although
this was not a joint effort and was not part of the Govern-
ment grant, the consecration ecremony was performed by
both Rev. A. B. Davis of York Street and Rev. Solomon
Phillips. A lengthy veport in the Syduey Morning Herald
deseribed the proceedings in detail.

The matter of the new eemetery was now settled, but
while the {alks and searches had been going on some minor
problems had arisen over the old growid in Devonshire
Street.  In June, 1865, the congregation had been asked
to join with York Street in making repairs to it, and had
agreed.  An account for £18/8/- was paid in February,
1866. In January, 1867, the whole matter was put on a
permanent basis by the deeision of the Maequarie Street
Board to pay for the future one-third of the expense of
keeping the ground in order.  This solved another of those
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problems whieh held the congregations apart.  Cemctery
matters could still be priekly, however, such as the con-
troversy that arose over the alleged interference hy a York
Street minister in the choice of a grave for a Maequarie
Street member’s child.*®  Despite irvitated letters nothing
was done to fan the flames, so that in June, 1866, the Chief
Rabbi, Dr. Nathan Adler, eould fairly allude to the growth
of friendly fecling between the two Synagogues. His
letter has already been published in the Jowrnal® and need
not bhe reprinted heve.  The reply which Levy sent on
18th November, 1866, merits guotation —

Reverend and Dear Sir,

We have the pleasure of acknowledging the reecipt of your
ecateemed favouwr No, 2957 dated June 28th, 5626 hamded to us hy
favour of Mr. M. Brodziak.

We are glad that Mr. Brod#iak, whose position as one of the
founders and Viee President of this Synagugue wounld necessarily
give weight to his representutions, has hail so favorable an oppor-
tunity of placing our pesition amd feelings correetly hefore you, .

The friendly fecling which you mention as springing up between
this and the old Congregation is one which no efforts on our part
shall be wanting to cement, and your evident interest in the matter
ean but induce us to embraee cvery opportunity fo increase this
cordiality.

In course of time, it is to be hoped a short one, further unity
of action on all important points will doubtless be arrived at, awd
while the existence of two Synagogues will remain un established
faet, the ealls of our comumon nationality will as hitherto never he
negleeted on that aecount but & ready and helping liand be ever
stretehed out to aid in all connected with the advancement of our
Holy Religion, and the ensuving of its vespect on all points, whether
edueational or otherwise by all clusses of the cemmunity.

As far as we arc concerned we shall have mueh pleasure in
uniting it n common Burial Ground, and on your suggestion shall
endenvour to take stops to ensure so desirable a matter,

Your kind promise of co-operation in prometing kindly feeling
will be gladly availed of by us, should any oceasion arise when an
appeal to your intervention might he productive of settling amicably
any matter when a difference is likely to arise upon any poeint eon-
nected with the ehservance of our 1loly Religion, or in our wership,
which we have much pleasure in informing you is earried out in the
most Orthodox Mauner without funevation of any kind in disregard
of Laws, whether seriptural or rubbinieal,

We sincerely appreciate your expression of cordiality, and pray
that our Almighty Father may spare vou for many vears to control
and aid by your wisdom and experience the rveligions path of the
people entrusted to your care. '

We have the honor to be Reverend and Dear S,
Your Humble Servauts,
For the Board of Mmnagement,
L. W. LEVY,
President,
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Of pourse, there is alwavs the possibility of over-
emphasising maiters of controversy, heeause they oceupy
areater space i the reeords and ave more speetacular than
oceasions of co-operation.  This has heen partieularly the
case as hetween York Street and Macequarie Street, where
the rupture began over a family matter and where for long
the smaller body fought hard for recognition.  There were,
however, many instances of co-operation, even in earlier
wears, and there was no ill-feeling at all between the two
ministers.  As carly as 1863 they worked together in con-
peetion with the then existing day sehool®  Although in
November of that vear there was difficulty over their joint
performance of a wedding where one party came {rom
York Street and the other from Maeguarie Street, it had
no permanent resulf.

Macquarie Street, it must be said, was particularly
happy with its minister, and went out of its way fo help
him by such methods as insuring his life, obtaining State
recognition, easing the burden of his vouniry trips, making
him a donation from the funds of the Syuagogue, and
pranting him siek leave whenever he needed it* They
were, tor instance, most considerate towards him when, in
July, 1866, he felt compelled to resign owing to his wife’s
il-health.  The tribute to him on that ceeasion well de-
serves quotation :— ‘

The Board desires me further to state that the loss will be more
fully felt by them and the congregation from the faet that so kind
a feeling hus existed between you and them during the Tast seven
vears and they have therefore much pleasure in bearing testinony
1o your exemplavy conduet in every way and to the very efficient
manner {in whieh)} you have on all oecasions performed the duties
of minister to this congregation.2s

Though arrangemenis were at onee made to write to
David Cohen asking him to find a suecessor, the Board
weleomed Phillips” deeision to remain and cancelled the
request to London.  The Board's pleasure at keeping their
trasted minister was vecorded in eavly September,

The story of more formal matfers must he taken up
again with the elections of 1863.  The three executive
officers were unopposed—Levy as President, . J. Cohen
as Viee-President, and Raphael as Treasuver—but theve
was a ballot for the Commitiee, cight candidates standing
{for four positions. At this eleetion the serutineers were
Sydney Colien and Ueorge Judah Colien. The latier, who
was then 21 vears old, was the son of Samuoel Cohen. In
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all probability this was the first communal duty of one who
i later vears was to become the most oulstanding of all
leaders of Sydney Jewry.  Bmanuel Phillips, J. €. Cohen
and 8. J. Cohen were cleeted to the first three vacancies,
but there was a tie between Myer Brodziak and Moses Moss
for the fourth place. The President gave his casting vote
to Brodziak. The two auditors for the cusuing vears were
Sydney (‘ohen and David Cohen of Woolloomooloo, the
son of . J. Cohen,

At this annual mecting, which was held on 13th
Septembet, another generons gesiure by Hevy and David
Cohen, of David Cohen & Co., was announced.  They had
agreed to remit £174/13/-, the amount of rent due to them.
The Synagogue was never wealthy, whatever may have
heen the private resources of some of its leading members,
so that relief from rent must have been welcome, A speeial
vote of thanks wag ordered te be noted in the minutes.
Pravid Cohen was then in England, but the congregation
was able to henour lievy by appointing him Chasan
Bereshith, with Brodziak as Chasan Torah.

Commitiee meetings at this time had Ilittle real work
to do. They were able to spend considerable time discuss-
ing such matters as the beadle’s salary—which they refused
to inerease, with the result that they had to find another
beadle. This decision was made on 11th October, at which
meeting they did raise the salary of the Seeretary. The
scarch {or -another beadle produeed three applicants, and
on Ist November Jacob Levi was appointed. He staved
only a year, and resigned in November, 1864, Abraham
Liazarus being chosen to sueceed him. This sort of thing
was not sufficient to oceupy a Beard of the ealibre of that
now in office.  Interest naturally waned, and from March
to September, 1864, seven meetings lapsed for want of a
quorum.  When they did rvesume, little work was done
except diseussions over the new cemetery and an oceasional
marriage application. Congregants and friends, however,
maintained their interest and their generosity. In October,
1863, Mrs. Rachel Cohen, widow of Samuecl Cohen, gave
three mantles for the Sephorim and a cover for the reading-
desk, while David Cohen sent a curtain for the Avk. For
her zealous efforts in several directions, she earned the
address the Synagogue gave her in January, 1864, on her
departure from the eolony Tor Bngland

Fitted in among these minor matters there was only
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one item of importance, olher than the vew eemetery, which
arose dnring the years 1863-t-the incipient guarrel over
a wedding, to which brief veferenee has already been made.
No damage wag done, however, and the dispute died down.
One decision reached in October, 1863, perhaps deserves
mention,  After some diseussion, the Board unanimousiy
deeided that in future Sabbath and Festival Serviees should
commenee at ¥ o’elock ingtead of 8,

Congregational inaetivily was sueh that even the annual
general meeting ealled for 18th September, 1864, lapsed
owing to the small attendanee, A fresh meeting on 20th
September proceeded to nominate office-bearers. The
eleetions five days later returned the old executive un-
opposed, two people nominated for treasurer having with-
drawn their names,  Eight men stood for the Committee,
and Bredziak, Anderson, S. J. Cohen and J. C. Cohen were
suceessful.  The auditors for the year were W. B, Lee
and David Cohen of Woolloomooloo. The October com.
mittee meetings failed to seeure a guorum, and no work
was done till November—if the appointment of a beadle
ecan Dbe considered work, The December and January
meetings also lapsed.

The death of . J. Cohen in November, 1864, deprived
the Synagogue of one of ils most devoted members, who,
since his arrival in Syduey in 1828, had striven to build
the Jewish eommunity. One ean only aceount for the
ahsence of any praise in the Minutes by the infrequeney
of meetings, but even so it seems ungracious. The congre-
gation nominated Lievy to sueceed him as a frustee of the
Cemetery in Devenshirve Street,® buf this was apparently
hevoud their powers, the appointment heing legally in the
hands of David Cohen as heir-at-law of his father. In
April, 1865, the eommittee asked him {o nominate Levy,
and he did s0.® At the same meeting, Myer Brodziak
was elected to the vaecant Viee-Presideney, This eannot
bave eaused any very great interest, for three meectings
called in Mareh and eavly April for this business did not
altract a quorum.  Nor did the meetings in May and
June, at which it had heen hoped to fill the vaeaney on the
eommittee eaused by the elevation of Brodziak, Finally
the matter dropped, and nothing was done until the annual
meeting in September.

Finance had been eausing some coneern, and the Board
in February, 1865, decided to cireularise the congregation
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in order fo ascerlain the amount of annual subseription
members might be prepared {o give.  One ecan hnagine the
reaction to-day if Synagogue members reeeived such a lelter
as this —

Sir :

Fhe Bonrd of Munagement, anxious to ebtnin o fixed amount
of income so that their future operations may Le secured upun n
sound basis, address you for the purpose of ascertaining the amount
you may feel disposed to subseribe annually to the funds.  The
subseribed sum will include all seat-rents and offerings for yourself
and family under 20 years of age (but exclusive of any special
veeasions, such ns marviages, burials ete.). An early reply will
oblige,

The size of the congregation can be seen from the faet
that 100 cireulars were ordered to be printed.  We moderns
may be surprised, but the members rallied round and quite
a considerable sum came in.  The revenue disclosed in the
report of September, 1865, is £125 higher than that for
the previous year.

One peeuliar financial transaction was foreshadowed
at that same meeting in February, 1865. Brodziak (not
yet Viee-President) gave notice that he would move ‘“That
the sum of £50 e set aside for the President, Vice-President
and Treasurer for the purpose of offerings to be made to
the Synagogue during their year of office, viz., President
£25, Vice-President £15, Treasurer £10." The motion
was passed on 4th March. It seems diffieult to explain
this even on the basis that office was a finaneial burden.
After all, both Levy and:Raphael were wealthy men,
and, at the time, there was no Viee-President. Of
Brodziak's finanecial civteumstances I know nothing, but he
was at the time not on the exeeutive.  An offering paid
for out of Synagogue funds would not be mueh help to a
congregation in finanecial difficulties.  Things, however,
cannot have been so bad for long, for in August, 1866, in
response to a request, the Board agreed to give £5 annually
to the Sydney IHebrew Philanthropie Society.2®

The elections in September, 1865, produced no contests
for the exccutive, Levy, Brodziak and Raphael being un-
opposed.  Seven members faced the electors for positions
on the Committee.  Anderson, Louis Brodziak, J. C. Cohen
and 8. J. Cohen were sueeessful.  The previous auditors
were re-elecled. It may be worth noting, as an indieation
of the condition of the congregation, that only ten people
were present at the meeting, and that number d&id not
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ihehede  all those who stood for the committee.  The
President and the new committeeman, Louis Brodziak, were
appointed 1o the posts of honour for Simehath Torah.

Two matters only took up the Board's time in 1866—
the minister’s resignation and his withdrawal of it, and
the searveh for a suitable eemetery.  Both these have heen
dealt. with already, so that we may jump at onee to the
cleclions of September, 18606, pausing ounly to record that
this year five meetings had no guorum, and once-—-that of
December, 1866—was abandoned because ““there was no
business to lay before the meeting.”” A better attendance
than in the previeus year unanimously re-cleeted the three
executive officers.  The first three committeemen chosen
were 8. J. Cohen, J. . Anderson and I°. 8. Solomon, but
there was a tie for fourth between Louis Brodziak and
J. C. Cohen.  Brodziak retived in Cohen’s favour. Perhaps
as a solatium he was appointed Chasan Torah, Levy heing
Chasan Bereshith.,  There is no reeord of the appointment
of auditors.

Solomon had earned his place on the committee by
his devoted work as Assistant Reader to Rev. Solomon
Phillips, especially over the High IHolyday season. In
Seplember, 1865, he had been requested to join with
Anderson in giving assistance, and during the minister’s
illness and absence in Melbourne i 1866 he had been
Acting Reader.  In September of that year, just after
his eleetion to the Beard, it was resolved to *‘convey thanks
to . 8. Solomon Esqy., for his gratuitous services in assist-
ing in the performanee of the Services for the past twelve
months, " and to present him with a set of Festival Prayer
Books,  Strangely enough, the veting was equal, and the
motion was earvied on the easting vote of the President.
1t should be added that Solomon himself was not present
at the meeting.  His reply is recorded in the Minutes of
17th October.

The first Board meeting of the New Year had the sad
task of allotting 10/. a week from Synagogue funds to an
old and valued member, one who from the early years of
the York Street Synagogue had heen a faithful and gener-
ous member of the community. The main item of business
for a time thereafter was the Chief Rabbi’s letier and the
reply to it.  When that had been disposed of, eemetery
matters arose again.  We have already considered these
questions, and need not repeat here what has already been
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said. By December, 1866, the Board was {vee to reecive
a notice by Solomon ‘‘that at the next monthly meeting
he will suggest some alteration in the mode of ecarrving
on the Serviees.””  As one might by now expeel, it was
February, 1867, before the matter came up again.  Then,
characteristieally, the meeting lapsed for want of atten-
danee. It acceptfed, however, notiee of motion from Raphael
““That the opening and closing of the Ark and the raising
and rolling of the Scrolls of the Law, be performed by the
officers of the Synagogue except during the New Year and
Day of Atonement, and we forthwith take into consideration
the advisability of forming a choir' and that the Messes.
Anderson be solicited to eo-operate.”” At the next meeting
on 3rd March the motion was earried unanimously, and a
sub-committee of Rev. Solomon Phillips, J. II. Anderson
and Alfred Anderson was directed to carry out the latter
part of it. The April and May meetings had no quorum,
so that it was only 1 June that J. H. Anderson was able
to report that it was impossible to form a choir ‘‘for the
present.”” No reason is recorded, but one would assume
it to be lack of male voices, The use of a mixed choir had
not been speeifically suggested.

Solomon s notice of motion was never considered. He
told the June meeting by letter that he was ill and could
not present it.  On the same day arrangements were eom-
pleted, quite amieably, as we would expeet, between the
minisier and the Board, that his engagement was to be
terminable by six months’ netice on either side, Trom
then until the end of its term of office only cemetery
problems oceupied the Board, eunlminating in the conse-
eration ceremony to which reference has already heen made.

Levy once more beeame President at the elections in
September, 1867, while the other two members of the
exceutive exchanged offices.  Raphael was now Vice-
President and Brodziak Treasurer. The new Committee
was J. II. Anderson, 8. J. Colen, Louis Brodziak and B.
Vallentine, the lastnamed taking his seat for the first time.
The auditors chosen were Sydney Cohen and P. S. Solomon.
The rest of the meeting was devoted to expressions of thanks
to the retiring officers, the Minister and the Secretary for
their work, and to Levy and Raphael for their gift of land
at Haslem's Creek.

As far baek as 1841 land had been granted to the
Jewish community on Chureh Hill for use as a sehool.
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It had never heen used for that purpose, and was slill
vacant in November, 1867, when news reached Brodzink
that the York Street Board had let it for £10 & year and
was using the money for some edieational purpose. Ile
raised the matler at a Doard meeting, which deeided to
ask ISlias Moses, one of the original trustees of the (frant,
for all information he ecould give, The letber 1o him is
extant, but his veply is missing.  The matlter drepped,
and another possible eause of dispute fortunately led fo
nothing.  The land rvemained otherwise unused until it
was sold wnder the provisions of the Jewish Synagogue and
Sehools' Aet of 1872, The proceeds were devoled to the
huilding of the present Ureal Synagogue—exeept for £200
whieh was paid to Macquarie Street,

Two matfers which arose about this time allowed the
Board to look away from its own doings and ils relations
with {he parent congregation—the application of one Jacoh
{"ohen of Palestine (then in Sydney) for funds to build
a hospital and school for the poor,™ and the project of
presenting an address to the Duke of Edinhurgh, whose
visit was timed for Januavy, 1868. Rabbi Cohen’s request,
despite {he intervention of Rev. Solomon Phillips, was
granted only to the extent of three guineas,  In order to
honour the Duke, Macquarie Street took the initiative in
writing to York Street suggesting a joint address. York
Street, however, replied that they would eo-operate only
if the Chureh of Eangland and the Catholies presented
addresses.  There is no Turther record in the Minutes, and
I have not heen able to find out if anything was done at
this stage. When the sensational attempt was made on the
Duke’s Hfe, & meeting ¢f the whole Jewish community was
held at the York Street Synagogue in ovder {o prepare an
address to him, Rev. A, B, Davis and Rev, Solomon
Phillips supported the motion to adopt the deaft.  Among
those who spoke at the meeting was the President of Mac-
gquarie Streel.  The York Street minister expressed his
pleasitre that members of hoth congrezations joined in the
tribute® Tt Is worth netieing that in January, 1369,
Maequarie Street resolved to inelude the Duke’s name in
the Prayver for the Royal Familywa departure from the
normal practice. T do not know how long this was done,
but he ouilived the congregation by many years.

Also in November, 1867, the Board hegan a series of
diseussions on suzgestod allerations to the formn of Serviee.
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At the end of Deeember the subjeet was considered at a
speeial eommitiee meeting, which dealt with a number of
recommendations.  None of them was vevolutionary, and
there was no question at all of any deviation from Orthodox
standards.  Only one of the deeisions ealls for commente..
both the Board and the general mecling whieh was ealled
for 26th January, 1868, rejected the plan of a weckly
sermon.  Sirangely cnough, there appears to have been no
consultation with the minister, who was informed of the
decisions in a lengthy letter at the end of Janunary., A
letter from him taking objection to these alterations being
made without his consent produeed a firm veply, pointing
out that under the rules of the eongregution the members
had power to make any changes in the Service they deemed
desivable®  Lipman’s letter ended by conveying the re-
Tusal of the Board to record the minister’s objections.

November was busy.  In that month much time was
also spent talking over the fees to be charged at the
cemetery.  The malter wis not settled until there had
been motions, amendments and recommitals.  Considerable
viggur seems to have marked the diseussions, but by the
end of December all was quiet.  Other cemetery matters
whieh were then deeided witheut controversy were the
resolutions {o instituie a burial register and {o insist that
on all {ombstones at least the name of the deccased must
be in Ilebrew. Lipmun, (I, Brooksteyn and A. Lazarus,
the beadle, were appointed ‘‘Kobronim'™ to superintend
Tuncrals and the cemetery generaliv.

The year 1868 opened with the resignation of Louis
Brodziak from the Board on his departure for the country.
A general meeting ealled to eleet a sueeessor had no quorum,
but J. (4 Cohen was eventually chosen at the meeting
called to consider the alterations in the Serviee which have
just been mentioned.  This was followed carly in February
by 1he resignation of Myer Brodzizk as Treasurer. The
Board at first refused to aecept it, hut later did so and
appointed Raphael Acting Treasurer.  The April and May
Board meetings lapsed. By June there were all.-the
makings of a serious dispute with the minister ovei some
tlleged dervelictions of duty, but the matter blew over. or,
as the Minufes say, it was *‘satisfactorily arranged.”

The elections created a little more -exeitement than
usual, eleven candidates putting up for the four vaeaneies
oir the Committee. Vallentine, David Mitchell, 8, .1, Colien
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and J. 1L Anderson topped the poll. Levy onee more
hecame  President—the cighth year in succession—with
Raphael again as Treasurer. At the nomination meeting
in August it was unanimously agreed that “‘as a Viee-
President. is no longer necessary that office be dispensed
with.” The more regular attendance of Levy at Board
meetings, which had been notieeable over the last two years
or so, was no doubt the reason for this alieration of rules.
J. L Cohen amd P S, Selomon were the new auditors.

LEWIS LIPMAN.
[In his later years.)

e Board subsequently chose David Mitehell, a newcomer
to the Committee, and 8. J. Cohen as Chasan Torah and
Chasan Bereshith,

Just hefore the IToly Days of 1868, the Synagogue had
heen repaired, owing to the ceiling being found unsale.
[For some few weeks prayers were said in Raphael’s house
in Young Street.  For New Year, however, the congre-
gation was back in its own home.  Moritz (lotthelf, David
Mitehell aned Simeon Phillips (a son of the minister) were
thanked for their assistance, This was the second year
that Cotthelt had taken part in {he Serviees, the commoenee-
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ment of a carcer of distinguished  communal work which
lasted for more than half a centwry.®  Mitehell, too, was
always ready to help, and joined the minister in eonducting
the Services for the following year as wellM

After the usnal interval of a couple of lapsed meetings,
the Board decided in Febrnary, 1869, to iy again to form
a choir.  The task was now given to Vallentine, with the
promise of any “aid e may require’” from the members
of the Board themselves.  This time they were apparently
sneeessful, for we find in May that an order was sent to
London for Talesim for “*the boys who are the most atten-
tive to the choir,”” and in August, 1870, that the minister
asked for a small dais to be orected on whieh the ehoir
cowld be stationed during gserviees, At the general meeting
in Septemhber, 1870, a vote of thanks was passed to Vallentine
for his “‘cnergy and perseverance in initiating the choir,”
aud Tor the atteniion he had given it.  One member pub-
licly acknowledged the advantage his {wo sons gained from
their serviee with the choir—which up till then appears to
have been exclusively male, if not consisting entively of
boys. Al a later stage ladies joined i, and in January,
1871, we find a fee paid {o a music teacher for instruetion
to the ladies of the choir.

Further alterations to the Synagogue, hoth inside and
outside, oceupicd a certain amount of atlention in the
middle of 1869, but the only important diseussion af that
{ime dealt with the method of announcing offerings.  This,
of course, had been the subject of much controversy both
in England and Australia for some time past. The pro-
posal, moved by Raphael n July, was to *‘dispense with
the money offerings usually made when parties are called
to the Law.”"  An amendment limiled the effeet of the
motion to twelve months.  Persons who desired 1o make
offerings were requested to tell the Seeretary whose duty
it was to announce them in Euglish after the Reading of
the Lavww. A new form of Mi Sheberach was approved,
which is written in square Hebrew letters and pasted in
the AMinute Book,

The Cohen family may well be deseribed as the
founders of Maequarie Street.  They certainly were its
stauehest supporters, cspecially it to them he added their
various conneetions in the family of L. W. Levy.  Again
they showed thetr genevosity by a gift of anotler mantle
for the Seroll—this time from David Cohen i1 London.
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Shortly after 1his was received, the annual meeting had
to appoint a new trustee of the congregation in place of
. JJ. Cohen, who had been dead for some five years.  The
choice fell on Levy s son-in-law, teorge Judah Cohen, still
a voung man, bul vitally interested in the congregation
and in all matters Jewish,  [lis acceptance of the offiee,
addressed from West Mailland, 1s, as one would expeet,
plain and businesslike, and expresses his pleagure at the
appointment.®?

The only other matter remotely worthy of record
hefore The annual meeting wus a vote of thanks to . W
Solomon for performing **religious duties’ (presumably
those of chaplain} at Darlinghurst (aol. Later in the
yvear the President was authorised (o discuss with the York
Streel authorities the guestion of appointing & “*competent
person’” to perform those duties,

Elections followed.  Levy and Raphael were returned
unopposed.  The old Committee was re-elected en Dloc,
but there were two new auditors, Barnett Llyman and
Alfred Anderson.  New names also appear as Chasan
Torah and Chasan Bereshith, namely, Michael Levy and
Isnae 1lart.

The Great Synagogue Jubilee Sourenir rvecords that
during 1870 the congregation was rebuffed by the {iovern-
ment gver its elaim for a shave in compensation for the
resumplion of certuin famd in Kent Street. While there
is no reason at all to doubt this assertion, it ought to be
mentioned that there is no trace of this matter in the
minute hooks or letler books of Macquarie Street or in the
York Street minufes.  Nor ean we prove at present the
further statement that the Minister for Lands, instead of
paying a share to Maequarie Street, “‘invited the two bodies
to join in nominating trustees for the eventual erection of
a new Synagogie with this money.””  Aeccording {o the
only source of information at present available, there was
“some initial hesitation in both eongregations,”” but the
tHovernment was in September, 1870, “*able to appeint a
combined body of trustees’—Hon. Saul Samuel, 8. AL
Joseph and Mauriee Alexander for York Street, and L. W.
Levy and B. Vallentine for Muaequarvie Street. There
survives a letter of S8th January, 1872, {rom Lipman asking
for £200 as Macquarie Street’s shave, but this is addressed
to the trustees, nof to the Government?s
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Otherwise the yewr was uneventful.  Most of the Board
meelings were oceupied with the revision of the laws of
the congregation, though there were also some diseussions
of ccmetery regulations. A speeial commitiee, ineluding
some men not members of the Board, was appointed lo
revise the laws. 1t was headed by Levy, the President,
and comprised Raphacl, Mitehell, 5. J. Cohen, Myer Brod-
ziak, Lipman, the Secretary, and (. Brooksteyn. The
task was eomplicated, and the new laws were not ready for
adoption until November, 1872, There is mueh in the
Minutes on the subject, but the detailed diseussions do nol
metit record. It may be kept in wmind as we follow the
somewhat desultory talks that went on in Board meetings,

No changes in the exeentive officers were made by the
annual meeting in September, 1870, The new Committee
was Vallentine, (1. Brooksteyn, David Mitehell and Solomon
Cohen, while Barnett Ilyman and W. B. Lee heeame
auditors.  Just before the annual meeling some 37 gentle-
men had been admitted by the Board as privileged members,
but this did not have any influenee on the attendance.
The annual meeting attracted only fifteen people.  One
cannot help wondering whether the congregation at this
time was really healthy,  The exeeutive had- remained un-
ehanged for years, which is rarely a good thing; little of
a controversial nature was ever now discussed; even the
relationship with York Street was guict and pedeeful, so
that there was little to arouse ntercet. Though all the
formal voles of thanks to President, Treasuver and Board
were courteousty earried by this meeting, it seems to me
probable that the congregation was hy then on the down-
grade.  Some little support is Teat to this view hy the fael
that Levy and Raphael were again appointed Chasan Torah
and Chasan Bereshith.  Was no new blood now offering
for posts of honoeur ?

Almost immediately after the cleetions, Solomon Cohen
resigned from the Board.  The general meeting which wus
called 1o fill the vacaney lapsed for lack of attendanee, but
unitimately  Philip Harl was cleeted Trom among three
vadlidates.  The year opened with the refusal of the Board
fo extend a loan of £100 to the matzo baker to enable him
to carry on husiness until the following Passover.  1In
Alarel a Turther gift from dMrs, Samuel Cohen was reeeived,
this time a set of bells and n pointer.  There was no
husiness 1o bring before some of the meetings—another
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indication that all was not well.  This stale of affaies
continued on inte 1872, and grew more serious as time
progressed.  One healthy sign, however, was the growing
readiness to co-operate with York Street.  In June the
question of a chaplain for Darlinghurst Gaol arose again,
and the congregation initiated discussions with York Street
with a joint effort in view. J. E. Myers was suggested
by Macguaric Street as a suitable person, and when it was
found that he had been doing this work of his own volition
for some time he was voted a small honorarium.®  Apart
from the High Festival arrangements, which were again
left 1o the minister and David Mitchell, only alterations
and repairs to the Synagogue were discussed i the Jast
couple of months of the Boamrd’s term of oftiee®™  Though
rather ambitious schemes were moved, all that was done
was some repainting and the purchase of a new carpet and
linoleum.  Bven these minor items were nol compleied
till July, 1872

The corporate life of Sydney Joewry went on with
Maeqguarie Street as a full partner.  Two ineidents recorded
in the Australivn Israelitc about this time give complote
proof of that assertion.  The carlier tells of a Serviee at
the York Street Synagogue on 29th September, 1871, when
Rev. Solomon Phillips read Maariv and Rev. A, B, Davis
preached a speeial sermon in aid of the funds of the Sydney
Hebrew Philanthropic Soeeity.  The sceond emphasises
the separatist tendeney still in evidenee,  The two Syna-
gogues could not combine in one Service to render thanks
for the restoration to health of the Prinee of Wales (King
FBdward VIL). On 27th February, 1872, two Services
were held, that in York Street shortly before noon and that
al Macquarie Street Tater in the day,  The newspaper, in
tts issue of Sth Marveh, 1872, deseribed the latter as ““well
attended. ™’

Few changes took plaee at the election in September,
1871, Levy and Raphael remained in offiee, and the new
Committee comprised Isaac lewis Isaacs, Vallentine, (.
Brookstexn and Mitehell, David Cohen and lLee were
once more the auditors.  The exceutive were on yet another
oceasion honoured on Simehath Torah.  The new Board’s
first task, other than to arrange formalifies, was 1o con-
sider an application from the minister for an inerease in
salavy.  This was refused in November, bul instead the
Board agreed Lo pay the premium on his life insurancee
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poliey for the future.  1Por the rest of the Synagogue yvear
absolutely  nothing happened.  Three Board meetings
{ransacted 1o business at all, while one did nothing exeept
vole £20 for distribution among the choir.  Another lapsed
for lack of atlendance,

At last, In September, 1872, a matter of importance
arose.  The sum of €200 veferred to earlicr was received
from the Government ' in compensation for a picce of land
that was promised to the Jews some vears sinee and given
to another denomination, ™™ This related to the land long
ago granted at Chureh Hill (Kent Street).  Alacquarie
Street now had some money, and ai onee decided that il
should form the nueleus of o building fund.  Levy,
Vallentine and Raphael were appointed trustees of it on
the same day as it was reporfed that the money had been
mvested in debentures,  Apparently Raphael had the
handling of them, for in January, 1873, the Board wrote
to him asking him to pass them over 1o the trustees of the
congregation,

Raphael’s annual report as Treasurer (published in
the Adwustralion Israclife of 1st November, 1872) refors to
the eompensation moneys, the bullding fund, and the repairs
which had been completed in July. e takes an oplimistic
view of the general finaneial stuation, pointing out that
“the funds ol our Institution are in a more prosperous
slate than at any time heretofore, inasmuch as we have the
sum of £117/14/5 to our eredit.””  1le also hopes for con-
siderable donations over the Ioly Day season.

At last there was a change among the execulive officers.
Leaphael did not stand for re-eleetion in Reptember, 1872,
presumably hecause he had just been elecied to Parliament
and found the demands on his fime too areat, 1 1. Isancs
suceceded him, with Levy sfill as President,  The new
Board was Philip Ilart, Sidney Coben, Myer Brodziak and
Simeon J. Cohen.  The same auditors were chosen.
Apparently this election exeited a little more interest than
usual, for there were 31 men present al the general meeting.
Levy was in his accustomed place as Chasan Torah, s
colleague for this year heing Sidney Cohen. perhaps in
honour .of his first appearance on the Doard. A well
deserved tribute was paid to the seeretary, Lewis Lipman,
not only for his years of work as a paid official, but for
“past services performed for the eongregation for vears
previous 1o his veeeipt of the swall salury now dreawn by
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him and extra serviees still performed by him hevond his
duty as Seeretary.”™  The state of the records on which
this paper is hased is the best indieation of his worth,
The minutes are very well written, for the most part
clearly expressed and ample. s letter book, despite
the ravages of time, is perfeetly legible, and his colleelion
of inward correspondence, though now incomplete, is ex-
cellently preserved. 1t is a pity that the treasurers were
not as careful in keeping their records for posterity as was
the seevetary.  Almost no finaneial information is now
extant.

Just before the clections, Levy and Raphael weve asked
to convey the burial ground to the trustees of the congre-
gation,  Despite several requests, they refused, and the
congregation in faet never owned the eemetery. It re-
mained the property of Levy and Raphael until the latter's
death in 1879, when Levy, as the surviving joint tenant,
became the sole owner. Iis history, after Levy’s own
death in 1885, need not coneern us here, except that we
may record that the graves arve still cared for under the
guidance of the Jewish Cemetery Trust.!

With the passing of the IHigh TPestivals, the congre-
gation could settle down to a consideration of the new code
of laws, which was ready in November, 1872,  Several
general meetings were veeupied with them, and they were
eventually completed in carly February.  The details may
be omitted.  There was much discussion, but very little
amendment.

Then, all of a sudden, at the meeting called on 2nd
March for formal adoption of the whole code, Brodziak
moved and Fmanuel Phillips seconded **That whereas the
revised laws are objectionable to the meeting, that the
existing laws are quite sufficient for the Institution.'
This was putl as an amendment to the motion that the laws
have effeet from the 1st September next.  The minutes
say “"The amendment and proposition were put and the
former was carried.”” 1t would seem that all the work
was wasted and that the congregation would carry on as
hefore,

Brodziak by now had resigned from the Board, but
it is elear from his letter of resignation that this was due
to purely business reasous and had nothing to do with any
dissatisfaction over the proposed rules. Two meetings
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catled to choose u suecessor lapsed.  Bventunally Fmanuel
Phillips was eleeted,

While the members were still busy thinking over the
laws, Vallentine reported to the Board in Febraary, 1873,
that all was not well with the choir.  There were not
suffieient boys (despite a gift to them of £20 i the pre-
ceding July), and the choir may have to be abandened.
However, he and the minister made speeial efforts, and the
vacaneies were filled. At the Board meeting, when this
good news was reported, the Board found their memories
suddenly jerked back to the early years of their history.
The Registrar-tieneral had just diseovered that Rev. Joseph
¥manuel Myers was no longer their minister.  They
hastened to inform him officially of that fact. The April
meeting considered a letter from Rev. A, B. Davis of York
Street, who was then forming a Sydney branch of the
Anglo-Jewish Association.  In its reply, the Board said
that it felt this was not a congregational matter, though its
““members may have individually every wish to assist you
in so laudable an undertaking,’™*

The time when those peaceful affairs oecupied most
attention was now passing.  Internal disputes were about
to become frequent, and from this time, early 1873, may
be dated the decline of the congregation.  In some respeets
controversy may be a sign of vigorous life, but my impres-
sion of the records is that by now unity and energy were
necessary rather than disagreement if the Synagogue was
to be preserved.  The first matter which led to a de-
terioration of the fecling of unity concerned the building
itself.  In parenthesis one may here mention that for some
time past York Street-had been taking action with a view
to expansion.  The site of the present (ireat Synagogue
had been bought, and a suceessful building fund opened.**
Their future was elearly bright, and could not be disre-
garded hy those anxious for the future of Macquarie Street
as an independent congregation.

Barly in 1872 the lease of the building expired. Levy,
on behalf of the owners, David Cohen & Clo., expressed his
willingness in a letter of 12th Mareh, 1872, to grant a
further lease for thirly years, subject to alierations heing
made.  As these would have ecost £1,000, and were far
beyond the resources available, nothing was done, and the
congregation .continued as tenants under the old lease,
Ouiright purchase of the building was also suggested, ten
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years' lerms being offered.  This Iatter point does not
appear 1o have been diseussed by the Board,  In Mareh,
1873, another approach wag made to Levy, s reply was
not very clear, and a general meeting adjourned to enable
mere definite details to be reported.  Strangely enough,
nothing happened until December, when the Board decided
that the time had eome for action. A deputation was
appointed to wait upon Levy.,  There was considerable
further delay before Lievy agreed to grant a lease.  In his
Tottor of 30th June, 1874, he accepted the draft submitted,
but added one proviso—that Raphael must not be President
or Treasurer during lhe term of the lease.  Levy had
vesigned as President in March in etrenmstances that will
be mentioned later, but which de not appear to have eon-
cerned Raphael; and Raphael had ceased to bhe Treasurer
i the preeeding September. I do not know what caused
Levy to insert this condition, bui not unnaturally the Board
refused to aecept it on the ground that ‘‘they cannot dis-
franchise any of their members nor can they bind the
general body not to eleet any one of their members.'” 1t
seems that nothing was ever arranged and that the congre-
gation remained as tenants holding over under the orviginal
lease. '

Negotiations for the lease oceupied rather more than
two years. During that time various things happened to
inerease the tension within the congregation.  The building
fund, the burial ground and the Presideni’s dispute with
the minister, which led fo his resignalion, were the most
important.  First in time eame the building tund.  This,
it will be remembered, had been inaugurated in 1872, the
first, and (as it turned out) almost the only,™ moneys paid
into it being the £200 compensation. A reguest to the
special trustees of this fund in January, 1873, that it should
he handed to the regular trustees of the econgregation met
~with no response, and in April the Board resolved to ask
if any money had been received.  This stung hoth Levy
and Vallentine into somewhat tart veplies, pointing out
that Raphael still had the two debentures. Al was, of
course, settled in a very short time, but people’s tempers
were rather frayed by then and they were not at all dis-
posed to peace when difficulties arose over the cemetery in
June. A deputation was appointed to wait upon Levy
and Raphael, owners of the ground, to urge them to convey

it to the trustees of the congregation. The leader of the
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deputation, Solomon Mever, who was not yvet a member of
the Board, veported to a gencral meeling that Raphael was
willing to eomply ounly to the extent that he would eonvey
it for the benefit of the community as a whole, not for any
one ecougregation.  The following day the deputation saw
Levy and told him of Raphael's decision,  Levy pointed
out that he had “*given™ the lund to Maequarie Street, and
that, in his view, neither he nor Raphael had power Lo alter
the terms of the gift.  The meeting passed an angry
resolution expressing their regret, and referring to the
£300 the congregation had spent on the ground.  The sting
was in the tail~~the committee being instrueted ““to use
every available means to secure to the congregation the
burial ground in question.””  The next step, taken in early
July, was a request to Levy to take legal proceedings to
compel Raphael to eonvey the land.  Legal techniealities
prevented him from Dbeing the moving party in any such
suit, 50 I. L, Isaaes, then Treasurer, was appointed to do
s0. By October, Raphacl was still ohdurate, and the Board
decided not to allow any burials in the cemetery.  This
state of affairs ean scarcely have lasted long, but there is
no record of any decision being reached. The whole matter
dropped.  Raphacl never conveyed the land, and by his
will attempted to give effect to his wishes '™  This was,
however, beyond his powers. There has already been
reference to its subsequent history, and we may now leave
the matter with the veflection that this sorry controversy
had made the congregation ¢ven move uncomfortable.

As ean be imagined, the elections at the end of
September, 1873, attracted a little more attention than
usual,  Levy and Raphael both stood for President, and
Levy was seleeted. 1. 1. Isaacs headed the poll for
Treasurer, while fifteen men contested the four vacancies
on the Board.  Sidney Cohen, Philip Hart and 8. J. Cohen
were re-cleeted, and Solomon Meyer, a neweomer to the
affairs of the congregation, filled the other place.  There
was even a contest for the anditorships, W, B. Lee and
Nathan Simmons being chosen,  The new Board's first
task was to appoint L. L. Isaaes as Chasan Torah and L. W.
Lievy as Chasan Bereshith. It eould then settle down to
diseuss a funeral which had taken plaee without permission,
and to veprimand the beadle for his part in the affair.
At the same meeting it extended {hanks to Simeon Phillips
for assisting at Serviees over the New Year,
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The next excitement, whieh came while tempers were
still simmering over the burial ground eontroversy, was
the resignation of Rev. Selemon Phillips owing to his con-
tinued ill-health.  In his letter of 29th October, 1873, he
offered to comdinue his duties until a snecessor could bhe
found, and requested a retiving allowance,  Advertisements
were published in the dustralion Israclife of 21st and 28th
November, 1873, and by January, 1874, the Board had
completed sifting the applicants, A general meeting in
that month carried unanimously a resolution expressing
its “‘earnest hope that through the blessing of the Almighty
Mr. Phillips” health may soon be vestored and that he may
live Jong to enjoy the esteem of the eoncourse of his eon-
neetions and friends.”  In passing, one may mention that
he died iy Melbourne in 1877.

The advertisement insisted that the new minister must
be “‘ecompetent to leeture —ua matlter which brought the
appointment  info  the  ecorrespondence eolumus of  the
Australiun Israelite.  The dizeussion started with some
comments by that paper’s Sydney correspondent, dated
9th December,

The veverend gentleman who is about retiring from office, is
helkl in high esteem by his congregants; his extreme urbanity of
nmamnner and unassuming dispesition proving strong recommendations
to their regard.  As a reader Mr, Phillips vanks high, hut it was
ravely that he travelled out of this particular sphere, to occapy the
pulpit amd deliver lectures or sermons to bis flock.  The regular
Saturday discourse is now so important an ingredient in an advanced
and advaseing Synagogue programme, that I trust the Macquarie
Street Bonrd will endeavour to seeure a gentleman, as their minister,
whose tnlents will enable him to supply so sevivus a want in their
usual Babbatle Service.

In considering this adviee, one should reeall the
members’ deetsion of 26th Janunary, 1868, not to require
a weekly address. This may, of course, have been induced
by the apparvent inability of Rev, Solomon Phillips to preach
regularly, A reply to the correspondent, signed by A
Member of the Maequarie Street Synagogue,™ appeared on
2nd January, 1874, and containg a notable tribute to the
retiring minister as well as some sidelights on the Syna-
gogue itself,

Bir — In your issue of 1%h instant, an ocensional vorrespomilent
from New South Wales refers o the retirement of the Rev. S,
Phillips from the ministry of the Maequarie Street Synagogue,

Your readers will 5o doubt be gratified to hear that M. Phillips
Yis hell in high esteem by his congrogants.” I am not aware,
lowever, fhat the rev, gentloman owes the regand of his vongregation
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fo hig Yextreme urbanity of namner soud pnassaming disposition” to
which your correspondent atteibates their vespoet and esteem. 1t
may hoe more gratifving amd more just te sav that after a term of
office extending ever nearly fifteen years without inferraption, Mr.
Philiips has sueeveded, by ability, moeral example wd a0 troe sense
of Dhis bigl and responsible duties, (o carry with him the love and
regard of is congregation:

The genernd regret with which his vesignution has been reecived
will e suflieiont proof that the Tukewarm sentiments of your corres-
pondent do wot express the feelings of the congregation Mr. Phillips
has go long and worthily represented. .

Your correspomdent also rvefers to the fact that our minister
sehlom leetures. T ounderstamd, however, that M, Phillips was not
engiged ws a leeturer, nor ean our Svuagogue hoast that modern
wlornment, a pulpit : L have heard BMr, Phillips preaeh on our great
days with foree sk sineerity, and, ahove all, his sermons are entirely
free from personalities.

Your correspomdent, Siry, trusts that the Maequarie Street Boavd
ol Management will secuve a gentlemnn whose talents will supply
them with so serious 2 want in their Sabbath Servies, viz @ o loeturer,
1 will go further than your correspondent, and hope and trast the
Board will sceure o gentleman so able, so eonseientious and in every
way so eminently suited to the duties of the gaered office as our
worthy and respeeted Br. Phillips,

Applications had been reeeived from four gentlemen.
That of Rev. Isracl Morris Goldreich, of Ballarat, had
found most favour with the Board, and the January general
meeting authorised the President to negotiate with him.
These diseussions took some time, and there was a further
delay because the Ballarat congregation did not want to
lose his services suddenty.  Rev. Solomon Phillips agreed
to postpone his retirement wirtil his suceessor ecould arrive
—ostimated to be about Ist May, 1874, The Jewish publie,
not only Maequarie Sireet members, desired to recognise
his serviees, and on 1Hh March a meeling was held at York
Street, with 1. L. Isaaes in the chair, to consider what could
best be doe.  Theve is a report in the Austfraliun Israelife
of the following week, but after that the movement received
no mentien in the press.  Though a resolution was passed
forming a committer to arrange a testimonial; it is not
certain that anything was ever presented.

At about this time the congregation had suffered
another serious shock-—the resignation of the President.
Towards the end of February theve had been an unpleasant
incident in publie between the President aund the retiving
minister.  Levy, in his letter of resignation, dated 20th
Mareh, complained that he had been publiely insulled in
Synagogue and that no steps had been taken to obtain an
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explanation from the minister.  I[fe therefore felt that he
had lost the confidence of {he Board and must resign his
position.  No more unfortunate time could have heen
found for this dispute. A heloved minister was about to
retire after fifteen years’ devoted service—ihe seene had,
in faet, taken place while he continued to serve only out
of deferenee to the congregation’s convenience,  An efficient
and respected President who had held his office for twelve
vears had taken offence.  No good purpose would be served
by an attempt here to judge the rights and wrongs, even
it the evidenee were available,

1. L. lsaaes, as Treasurer, presided over a sp(‘cia]
egmmiltee meeting on 28th Maveh to consider the matter.
Efforts, of course, were made to induce Levy to stay in
office, A conciliatory letter was sent by the Board, but
it was soon elear thal the rvesignation must be aecepted.
A general mecting on 156th April formally agreed and at
the same time aecepted the resignation of S, J, Cohen from
the Board. A number of Levy's admirers requisitioned
a meeting in order to “‘recognise the services of I W.
Levy Esq., as President,”™* but no such action was ever
taken, despite some complaints about the Board’s failure
to do so. A further general meeting called to eleet
president unanimously chose Levy.,  The vaeaney on the
committee went 1o (. Brooksteyn,  As might have been
expected, Levy deelined the honour, but by the end of
April, when his refusal was made konown, the Board was
busily oceupied with arrangements for the induetion of the
new minister.  lsaaes, as Tre: asuver, oecupied the chair at
meetings, and the congregation was without a President
for some months.

Disappointments and difficulties now scemed to he the
ot of the Synagogue.  The choir had had to he abandoned
owing {0 lack of choristers,” a member had ereated a dis-
turbance in Synagogue one Sabbath ** a committeeman had
resigned in ivritation when a suggestion of his had not
heen aceepted,*™ and the meetings still lapsed for want of
attendanee,  The one bright spot was the arvival of Rev.
I. M. Goldreich, and it was hoped that peaee would now
be restored.  The induction was fixed for HHh May.  The
sub-commitice appointed 1o make arrangements consisted
of Vallentine, Myer Brodziak and (it is interesting to note)
Rev. A, B Davis of York Street, By now, of course,
rivalry between the two congregations had long ceased.
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There lad been co-operation on more than one oceasion,
and, as we have already said, there had always been good
relations hetween the ministers, who had worked amicably
together in recent months on the newly established Sydney
Beth Din—as they were also 1o do in the future while the
Beth Din eontinued. ™

The installation was something in the nature of a
festival.  The new minister made a good impression, and
his sermon attracted so much attention that it was resolved
to publish an aceount of the proeeedings as a pamphlet.
Copies were sent 1o all the members and to those who had
assisted at the ceremony. It was published in Melbourne
at the office of the Ausiralian Israclile, neatly hound in
mauve paper. Thanks were recorded to all who had
lelped, ineluding Rev, A, B, Davis and Lewis Moss (who
had played the harmonium), and to those who had given
donations.  Maequarie Street was soon able to return the
compliment Rev. A, B. Davis had paid it by officiating at
the induetion.  On 26th January, 1875, the foundation
stones of the ecentral avehes of the Gireat Synagogue were
laid.  Rev. 1. M. Goldreich assisted in the Service™

Perhaps the hopes expressed by Rev. A, B, Davis when
he indueted Rev. I. D, Uoldreich the previous May were
now heing realised.  In the peroration of his powerful
address, he had said :—

My dear brethren, although 1 have lived and luboured among
you for nearly twelve years, this is the firgt time that I have taken
part in any Serviee in this Synagogue, 1 hope it is Oth L'Toaval,
an augury for good, the commencement of a new and happier ern
in our relatious, 1f it be neeessary that there should be twe
svaagugues in this city—thought I question it—if it be deemed
requisite, that two separate houses of Jewish worship should be
maintained, 1 trust that all minor differences will be set aside —
that envy and jealpusy (if ever such existed) will be merged m
one common desire and effort to work and combine together for. the
cammon good of all, so that we might he as ever, Goy Echad
Baw'Aretz, one united nation in the midst of the earth,  Amen.

The new minister’s first request was for permission to
use the Synagogue 1o give religious instruction to children.
The Board agreed at onee, as it was bound to do since its
advertisements had informed applicants that *‘considerable
emoluments™ could be anticipated from teaching. It is
* a matter for comment that this is the first and only refer-
ence in surviving reeords to the matter of Jewish education.
IFor part of the congregation’s history there was a Jewish
day school—aetually flourishing in 1874—and mueh eduea-
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tion was at that time parental.  None the Jess it is strange
that the Synagogue itself seems to have made no effort in
that direetion,

In June the Board was happy lo aceept a beguest of
£50 from the estate of Mauwrice Alexander, a staunch sup-
porter of York Streel and a member of its Board, Hig
action is one more poinfer to the deerease in tension between
the two eongregations. At the same meeting it was re-
solved 1o revise seat rentals to provide for three classes of
seats priced at 4 guineas, 3 guineas and 2 guineas a year
respeetively.

September was election month, A letter from I.. W.
Levy was read indicating that he was not prepared to accept
any offiee.  Raphael and Myer Brodziak contested the
presideney, and the voting was equal. The retiring
Treasurer, Isaacs, who was in the chair, gave his easting
vote to Raphael. Brodziak was elected Treasurver from
among three candidates.  The four posts on the Boeard,
for which nine men stood, went to Lewis Cohen, Sidney
Cohen, David Moses and (1. Brooksteyn, two of them being
newecomers to the Board, W, B. Lee and Alfred Brook-
steyn were the new auditors.  Raphael and Brodziak were
appointed Chasan Torah and Chasan Bereshith respeetively.
Both declined, however, and (1. Brooksteyn and H, Phillips
took their places.

The year opened with the unpleasant news that Levy,
aeting as attorney for Mrs. Samuel Coben and David Cohen,
then living in London, had withdrawn their support from
the Synagogue.  On the other hand, Abraham Cohen, a
brother of Samuel Cohen, wrote from Tamworth in October
that despite this decision he was “‘very anxious for the sake
of my departed brother that the Shool should be still
earried on.'”  lle himself had been a generous donor from
the early days,™ and was to remain so in the Tuture. lle
and his kinsman, (icorge Cohen of (funnedah, paid for the
redecoration of the Synagogue as late as December, 1875,

One is ineclined to suspeet that Levy's action was due
to his disapproval of the election of Raphael as President,
but whatever the motive the result was certainly serious.
Early in November an unnamed member of the Board

moved —

That in eomsequence of some of the prineipal subseribers having
withdrawn their usual support from the Institution, & general meeting
he ealled to devise the best mode for providing neans for the earry-
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ing on of Ale Synagogne or Mniling that {o gmakzamade with the
York Htreet congregation,

This is the ficst reeorded sugeestion of amalgamation
—which, of course, does not prove that it had never heen
thought of carlicr,  The Great Synagoyie Jubilee Sonvenir
aseribes the idea of unity 1o Levy, and this may well be
the ease.  The authors of that book would have had aecess
to people who could remember the events of those days.
It must, however, be noted that when this motion was moved
Levy was not in office.  There was mueh diseussion at the
meeting, in the course of which the Treasurer pointed out
that additional revenue must be found if the Synagogue
was to survive.  Nothing more was said of amalgamation.
The motion was never put, and at an adjourned meeting
on 1bth November euts in expenditure were counsidered.
The main item of expense was the minister’s salary, and it
naturally came under fire first.  The Board was empowered
““to treat with the minister as to his resigning the position
he now holds.””  Rev. I. M. Goldreich was invited by the
Board to attend a general meeting on 22nd November, and
he addressed to this gathering what the minutes deseribe
as ‘‘a foreible and distressing appeal.””  After several
propositions had heen put, there was a Turther week’s delay.
At the end of the week Vallentine’s suggestion was approved
—that the minister be retained for twelve months, after
which the position would be reviewed, When the subject
came up again in Deeember, 1875, the then Treasurer (no
president being in office) engaged Mr. Goldreich on his
same salary from month to month.  Meanwhile the finan-
cial position did not improve, and there were other expenses,
such as Rev, Solomon Phillips’ insuranee premiums® and
repairs to the burial ground, the latter resulting from a
bush fire whieh had damaged the fenees,™  On one oeeasion
during the year a speeial fund had to be hastily raised
for the repair of the cemelery™

Lack of attendance at commitiee meetings was again
causing eoncern, two memhbers in particular being at fanlt.
Despite a disenssion on the subject, the next meeting lapsed
for want of a quorum. Fventually the seats of David
Moses and Sidney Cohen were declared vaeant. At the
same meeting, in May, 1875, Lipman resigned as head of
the Kobronim responsible for funerals.  The meeting ealled
to fill the vaeancies on the Board lapsed, and nothing
happened till the annual elections.  Apart from arrange-
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mentis For the Hligh Festivals, only one matter was disenssed
by the Board between May and September—and fhal was
deferred to the next generad meeting,  The congregalion
was asked from Mngland to join in o testimonial to Sir
Moses Montefiore. The Board found Hself unable 1o reach
a deciston, and left the matler fo the members.  If any-
thing was ever done, no record survives,  The next general
meetmg lapsed, and on the following oceasion only eleetion
business was transaeled.

DAYID MITCHELL.

Nominations were made on 14h Sepiember,  The
actual eleelion was set Tor 26th Seplember, but before that
item on the agenda was veached a letter was read from
8.-dJ. Cohen elaiming that the nomination meeting had been
invalid owing to the absence of a guorum.  Contrary to
Lipman’s usual praetice, he did not vecord the names of
those present on that oeeasion, so that C'ohen may well have
been right.  Raphael cevtainly thought so, but the meeting
resolved to proceed to eleetion.  AMyer Brodziak was
eleeted President, Raphael Treasurver, and Vallentine,
Henry Phillips, Lewis Cohen and 8. J. Cohen were chosen
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as the Board.  The auditors were Simeon Phillips and
Alfred Brovksteyn.  The old Board s last aet was Lo choose
as Chasan Torah and Chasan Bereshith Abvaham Fried-
man and Lewis Austin.  Both, however, deelined, so that
the President and Treasurer acted in their stead.

Jonditions had hecome chaotie.  The President re-
signed after a month in office, and Vallentine's and 8. J.
Cohen's letters of resignation came in at the same time.
The result was a constitutional quarrel hased on the alleged
invalidity of the original nomination meeting. We need
not follow the argwments which ovecupied a general meeting
late in Oectober. Before it was settled, Lewis Cohen had
also resigned. Raphael meanwhile took ¢harge as Treasurer.
Board meetings, as one might expect, failed to draw the
requisite attendance. It was not until July, 1876, that
an extraordinary election could be held, although many
serious problems arose in the interval.

The first was the congregation’s inability to continue
paying the insuranee premiums for Rev. Solomon Phillips,
then living in retirement in Melbourne, Eventually
Raphael paid the eurrent account out of .his own pocket,
and one is left with the impression that the former minister
had to do so himself for the short period of life that was
left him after that.®® Then there was the problem of
financing the present minister’s engagement, whieh, we
have seen, was resolved by a temporary expedient only.
In April there was a serious dispute between him and the
beadle, Abraham Lazarus. Raphael promyptly suspended
the beadle, who expressed his regret at a general meeting,
which reinstated him in office.

In early June another bombshell burst upon the con-
gregation—the resignation of the minister. In his letter,
he explained that he had been asked to return to his old
Synagogue at Ballarat.  Plainly he was anxious to aceept,
but desired the concurrence of his present congregation
before doing so. The general meeting could not come to
a deeision at first, but after ten days’ thought finally
aceepted the inevitable and resolved to present My, Gold-
reich with £50 as a testimonial to his good behaviour. The
funds of the Synagogue would not stand the strain, so that
a private subscription had to be opened.

The congregation was now in serious diffieulties. It
had very little money, an incomplete Board and no minister.
The future Great Synagogue was progressing rapidly, and
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would obviously be large enough for the whole community.
This must have worked in Macquarie Street minds, though
the records are still silent on the subjeet of unity. In
addition to all this, there were personal differences among
the members,  Levy stil took no part in auy deliberations,
though he retained his membership of the Synagogue.  All
in all, especially after considering {the recent constitutional
diffienltics, one can only svmpathise with Goldreich, who
said that he returned to Ballarat because he found the
Maeguarie Street eongregation “‘too quarrelsome.’”

The next resignation was that of Raphael, who told
the general meeting which considered the minister’s depar-
ture that he could no longer continne in office.  New
elections were essential, and eventually evervone realised
it, A speeial meeting on 2nd July, attended by only 17
members, clected David Mitehell as President, and pre-
vailed upon Raphael 1o remain as Treasurer. 1. R,
Reuben, 3. Asher and David Moeses were elected to fill the
three vaeancies on the Board Tor the rest of the year.  The
meeting then accorded a vole of thanks to Raphael ““for
his eonduet for the past nine months as Presiding Officer
of the congregation.”

Despite  reeent reverses, some members were still
optimistice, and the Board at onee deeided to advertise for
a new minister. At least one applieation was received.
The Board recommended that the applieant be engaged as
temporary Reader from lst August. A general meeting
towards the end of July rejected the recommendation,
which was promptly followed by Mlitehell’s resignation as
President. It is elear, however, that the applicant, 1. I1,
Harris, did aet as Reader.  There are several letters to
him still extant dealing with his duties, In fact, the last
letter of all is addressed to him, informing him that the
Synagogue would close®  Once more Raphael stepped in
as Presiding Officer.  Very shortly he was left alone.
Moses, Asher and Rheuben resigned from the Board early
in August. A committee meeting should have heen held
it September, but this was elearly impossible,  The regular
annual eleetions teok place at the usual time.

There was one nomination Tor President—L. W, Levy.
His guiding hand had heen sadly missed, hut the faithful
servant of the eongregation had come hack in its last houis,
foo late fo save the Synagogue {rom extinelion. lLevy
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Mandelson was chosen as Treasurer.  The new Board were
(1. Brooksteyn, David Mitehell, David Moses and Henrv
Phillips. It is typical of the conditions then existing that
no one is recorded as Chasan Torah and Chasan Bereshith.
Alfred Brooksteyn and Simeon Phillips became auditors.

Before the meeting began, the indefatigable Secretary,
Lewis Lipman, tendered his resignation.  The minutes,
written by 8. L. Samson, who offered himself temporarily
as Honorary Secretary, do not give the veason,  Lipman
was, however, very soon induced to withdraw, and he stayed
on until the end.

Disputes still continued. A number of members
contended that the elections of commitieemen and auditors
were invalid on the ground thal someone had put in three
hatlot papers.  There was a vigorous diseussion, which
ended in the eleetions being declared void, A Board
member resigned from the Synagogue at onee.  New
elections took place on 29th October, 1876, David Mitehell,
David Moses, M. Asher and 8. J. Cohen were clected to
the Board.™ Simcon Phillips and B. Rittenberg were the
last auditors for the congregation,  Within a week Mitehell
resigned, A general meeting ealled to fill the vaeaney
had no gquorum; neither did the December Board meeting,
January, 1877, opened with the discovery that there was
no business for the Board to transact,

A printed eireular letter dated 12th February, 1877,
signed by Lipman as Seeretary, survives in the Marks
colleetion in the Mitehell Libeary :—

1 am directed to inforim you that in consequence of the departure
of L. W, Levy Bsq, T bave to regquest your attendanee at the
Chambers, Maegquarie Street, on Sunday next at 10 o'clock prompg
te aseertain whether the Synagogue is te be kept on or otherwise.

On 15th February, 1877, a general meeting, presided
over by Levy, with fourteen members present, heard Levy
give his reasons for feeling that the end had come. 1t
was proposed by David Moses, seeonded by Simeon J. Cohen
and earried, “*That in consequence of the want of fuuds
and paucity of attendance this Synagogue be closed.”™
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NOTES.
“The Reasons for the Macguarie Street Seeession” @ Journal,
Vol. 34, p. 6.
I hinve elsewhere stated that the earliest minutes of the Synagogwe
are missing (Jowrnal, Vol. 3, p, 265).  This is fneorreet,  They
are, with other Macquarie Street records, in {he possession of the
Great Synagogue.
The advertisement appewred in the Sydacy Moraing Herald,
2&th June, 1859,
The number of people who will be mentioned in the cowrse of
this paper makes it impossible to sapply any biographical details
in the notes.
With the object of shortening the notes, page or date references
to the Minutes are omitted wherever the text ean contwin the
information,
Great Synagogue Jubilee Souvenir, p. 95 o photograph of the vl
building faces p. 4. See also Austrelian Dictionary of Dates
(J. IL. Heaton, Sydney, 1879}, p. 38,
When the Synagogue ceased activity the building stomb empty
for a while, In 1879 it was sold to Sydney Burdekin, who
demolished it and used the land for extensions to Burdekin House
(T'ruth, 1st March, 1923, See an artiele by “Old Cham™ in
Miteell Library Newspaper Cuttings, Vol. 166, p. 15, col. 1).
Journel, Vol 1, p. 319, A photograph, taken from Fowles :
Syduey in 1848 is at p. 320
The photograph in the Greal Syragogus Jubilee Souvenir shows
the date 1335,
Journal, Vol. 3, pp. 323-4,
Macquaric Street Minutes, 1859-62, p. 21,
1 am indebted to the Chief Judge in Equity, Mr. Justice Roper,
and the Deputy Registrar in Equity, Mr. B, T. (., Storer, for
permission to search the records of the Court. Unfortunately
it has not been possible to traee the Court papers,
Journal, Vol. 1, p. 46
Jowrnal, Val. 2, p. 36,
Great Synagogue Jubilee Sourvenir, p. 9.
See a letter from L. W, Levy, dated 21st Awpust, 1562, preserved
with the Maequarie Street records at the Great HSynagogue,
Lipman to Levy, 15th September, 1862,
The objeet of this decision, not clearly expressed in the Minutes,
is to convey that Lechah Dodi, the Sabbath hymn, shorhd not he
jncluded, or, in other words, Kabhulath Shabbath should com-
menee only with Psalm 82—the other Paalms and the hyiun
usually sung being excladed.  The Beard's decision rofleets the
normal practice.
Jowrnal, Vol. 3, pp. 329 f1.
Macquarie Street Letter Book (hereinafter eited as Lotter Book),
p. 2L
Maequarie Street Minutes,- 1862-1877, pp. 62-3, 68, 89; lctter
Book, p. 102,
Letter Book, p. 106,
Jonrnal, Vol 2 p, 489,
Minutes, 1862-7%, p. 5
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24 Ihid, pp. 40, 46, 85, S8

25, Letter Mook, p. 113,

26 Ihid, p, 58,

27, Ibid, p. 77,

28, Ibid, p. 80,

28, The text ia based upon the Minute Book. A letter from Lipman
to the Seciety (Letter Bouk, p. 315) says that that congregation
cannot give a donation, as it is “contrary to the eonstitution.”

30, Jaeob Cohen is not mentioned in our paper on “Palestine Appeals
in the 'Fiftics aml 'Sixties” (Journal, Vol. 3, Purt 7), but the
Minutes scem to be elear that Colen was then in Syduey.

41, From an undated press cutting in the Marks collection, Mitehell
Library, Sydney.

32, Letter Book, p. 151,

43, Minutes, 1862-77, p. 132.

3. Ibid, p. 164.

35, Ibid, p. 168,

36. Letter Book, p. 207.

37. Minutes, 1862-77, pp. 199, 204,

a8, Ibid, p. 200

30, Ibid, p, 204,

40. Letter Book, p. 207,

4t A short history of the cemetery, prepared for the Great Syna-
gogue by its lonorary solieitors, may be of interest here, even
though in part it repeats what has been said in the text.

In 1867 the late .J. G. Raphael and the late L. W, Lovy purchased
as Joint Tenants certain land at Rookweod of which the subjeet
property forms part, and later in the same vear the land was brought
under the provisions of the Real Property Aet and they were regis-
tered us Joint Proprietors,

in February 1869 a notiee was published in the Sydncy Morning
Herald which was headed as follows 1—

“To the Members of the Hebrew Community, Macquarie Street
Synagogue,
Frechold Burial Ground, Haslen’s Creck.”

Under this heading was s3ct out & schedule of charges for inter-
ment “to Members of the abovenamed Synagogue”  This notice
appeared over the name of “J. G, Raphacl, Treasurer, February
1869,

In 1878 various lots adjeining the cemetery lamd were trans-
ferred by J. G. Raphael and L. W, Levy, leaving the cemetery land
the only lund remaining in the relevant Certifieate of Tit'e,

In 1879 J. G. Raphael died and in his will he purported to
devise the cemetery land “unto the Presidents of the various Jewish
Synagogues in Sydney and their heirs amd successors for cver in
trust for a Public burying place for persons (dying protessing the
Hebrew Faith and subject to the terms and conditions published in
the Sydney Morning Herald in the month of February 18697

In 1879 L, W. Levy, the surviving Joint Tenant of the cemetery
land, was registered on the welevant Certificats of Title ns sole
Regiatered Proprictor.

In 1885 the said 1. W. Levy died and probute of his last wiil
was granted to George Judah Colien nnd Benjamin Wulfe Levye with
Teave reserved to Neville David Coben to cotme in aml prove. By
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thig will the Testtioe appointed the said G, WL Colen ad 130 WL Levy

and N. 12, Coltenr Trustees, sl after making a huge numier of

peeuniery hequests le direeted his Trustees te divide the residue of
his property between his chilibren,  There i no reference in the will

in any way whatsoever to the cemetery Ll
In 1848 the said G, J. Colen and BB, W, Levy awd N, 1), Cohen

were rvegistered as proprietors of the cemetery lind by transmisgion.
In 1898 the said ‘rustecs agreed to transfor the vemetery land

to the Great Synagogue Trustees subjeet to the econdition that Mrs

Jd. G, Raphael and the members of her family should have at all

time free seeess to the ground, and be exempt from burial fees and

charges.  This agreement was incorporated in a minute of the Boeard

of Management of the Great Synagogue dated 17th April, 1888,
Accordingly in 1898 the cemetery land was transferred by the

snid Trustees to G, J. Colien, L. M. Phillips and M. Gotthelf without

any caveat or encumbrance being notified on the Certificate of Title.
In 1931 the cemetery lamd was vested in the Great Synagogue

pursuant to Section 4 of the Great Synngogue Aet, 1931

42, Letter Book, p. 237,

43. Great Synagogue Jubilee Souvenir, p. 12,

44, See a letter from Vallentine to the Secretary, Ist May, 1873,

45, Journel, Vol 1, p. 369,

46. Requisition dated 17th April, 1874, The signutories were
Solomon Meyer, B, Vallentine, D. Mifehell, Siduey Cohen, B, W,
Hyman, 8. Landauver and {#) J. B. Mandelson,

47. Minutes, 1862-77, p. 241,

48, Ibid, p. 242,

49, Ibid, p. 250,

50. Journal, Vol. 2, p. 480.  (One ofher avenue of c¢o-operation was

the teaching by Rev. 8. Phillips of Barmitzval hove of the York

Btreet congregation.  Referenee to this fact was made during

the discussion on the paper.)

@reat Synagogie Jubilee Souvewir, p. 14

See, for instance, Letter Book, 14th November, 1862

Minutes, 1862-77, pp. 272, 275, 202,

Ibid, pp. 279, 203,

ITvid, p. 280.

Ibid, p. 292, and Letter Book, p. 326,

Letter Book, p. 358.

Simeon J, Cohen, u step-brother of P, J. Cohen, had the dia-

tinetion of being the only man fo serve on the first and lust

Boards.

£9. This minute makes it clear that the Great Synagoguwe Jubilee

Sounvenir, p. 14, is wrong in saving that after the sule of the York

Street premises the two congregations “worshipped together.” The
York Street anmual report dated August, 1877, states : "Temperary
arrangements have been completed for holding Divine Service at the

Macquarie Street Synagogue—the Trustees baving kindly granted the

use of that edifice for the purpose-—until the eonsecration of the

. @Great Synagogue” By this time the Maequarie Street congregation

had bheen dead for six months, but the building was not disposed of

until 1878, (See note 7.)
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