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PART HI.—The Goldfields.
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(Read before the Society, 16th December, 1946.)

For many years prospecting parties had explored the
back country and the North-West secarching for gold.
The Government had offered rewards to the first suceessful
prospector, and the hope .of finding riches had helped
support the eolonists in their darkest days of dvought and
famine. With the early history of the quest for gold,
which dates back as far as 1846, we are not here concerned.
If there was any speeial Jewish contribution to this phase,
no reference to it has come down to us.  The probabilities
are that there was none exeept from the side of mere
financial support.

The first important discovery on the present-day gold-
fields was that at Eenuin in January, 1888, and this was
followed by finds at Southern Cross in July of that year.
It will be reealled that by this time a small eongregation
had been founded in Fremantle, and the Jewish develop-
ment of Western Australia had begun,

In later years Southern Cross grew into a prosperous
town, and contained some small Jewish businesses. There
was, however, nothing in the nature of the communal
development that took place in Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie
in the 'nineties.’®  While Southern Cross was in the
throes of a paralysing strike in September, 1892, the news
arrived of a vich find of gold some 120 miles to the east,
at a place known, after the name of the finder, as Baylev’s
Reward, the modern Coolgardie.!¥ From that date the
gold fever in Western Austiralia began, This was not
a4 new phenomenon in Awustralia, Similar scenes had
occurred forty years before on the fields of Ballarat, and
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had led to a prosperous Jewish eommunity springing up
in the town,

The years 1892 to 1894 were the years of frantie
rushes. Hopeful diggers flocked to the fields from Perth,
from the Bastern States, from RKurope—among them a
number of Jews. Those two vears saw no actual Jewish
development, but it was during that period that the mining
towns took pride of place among the attractions of Western
Australia, and drew to themselves many of those Jews who
were soon to form the organised community. To see the
growth of the Jewish community of Coolgardie against its
true background, some attention must be paid to the
general conditions of the goldfields. Life was hard,
amenities were few, water, food and housing searee, money
plentiful, hopes high and failure common.  ¢‘Business
was carried on,” says an old identity, ‘“in the crudest of
habitations—tents and hessian buildings, rough sheds, and
in fact any kind of covering whieh would protect goods. 1%
The vast majority of the Jewish population of Coolgardie
was in business.  There were few Jewish miners or pros-
pectors, and those few took little part in communal affairs.
The conditions under which they worked and traded were
sufficient to break all but the strongest spirits, but they
carried on and, despite their hardships, elung to their
faith,

By the High Festivals of 1894 there were sufficient
Jews in Coolgardie to hold a service, and the first Jewish
gerviee on the goldfields was held on New Year’s Day,
1894. It was not held in any well-appointed Synagogue,
not even in a hall rented from some established crganisa-
tion, It was held in a tent—typical of the rough con-
ditions of the early days.!®7 It may have been primitive,
uncomfortable, uninspiring, but that tent is the symbol
of the fight the men of the goldfields waged against
adversity. 1t was the first germ of the Jewish community.
There were eleven men present, the forerunners of hundreds
who were working hard, battling against odds, but staunch
in their Judaism, )

With this New Year serviee as a starting point, the
Jews began to organise themselves. On 10th May, 1895,
a meeting decided to attempt to obtain a grant of land
for the building of a Synagogue. This, it will be re-
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membered, was some four months after the Perth Hebrew
Congregation had commeneced negotlations for its grant.
By now the town had begun to take shape. It had been
surveyed and planned; a few substantial buildings were
being put up, and, though views of the town at that time
gshow it as a sprawling collection of iron huts, there was
considerable development and the promise was there of a
worth while town. A year was to pass before the railway
reached Coolgardie, but there were plenty of hotels. One
of the first four hotel licenses in the town was granted to
Max Mandelstam, a son of Vietor, who bhecame one of the
most active members of the little Jewish community.198

The Coolgardie community did not last long, but it
began vigorously. On 13th May, 1895, a group of men
wrote to the Minister for Lands —

At a meeting of the Jewish residents of this town held on
10th instant, we were deputed on their behalf to apply to you
for a grant of a quarter aere allotment to erect thereon a Jewish
place of worship.

On making enquiries we find that allotment Ne. 188 has heen

reserved, and we pray that you will grant this site for the said
religious purposes,

At the same meeting Messrs. Henry Fein and Edward Nathan
Marks were appointed Trustees, and we are ready immediately we
obtain the necessary site to proceed with the erection of 2 building.199

The letter was signed by Fein and T. N, Aarks, who
are mentioned as Trustees, and by B. M. Marks, who is
deseribed as Honorary Secretary of the Jewish eommunity,
as well as by Max Mandelstam and Henry Levy. This
little group represented the workers of the Jewish residents
and provides a useful eross section of the type of man
who led the community. Mandelstam, as we have already
seen, was a hotelkeeper, who came of a family well known
in Western Australia for its Jewish endeavour. TFein
was another hotelkeeper, who had reached Coolgardie
somewhat later than Mandelstam, and was at this time
the licensee of the Cremorne Hotel. Yet another Jewish
hotelkeeper was Judah Lipman, the proprietor of the
Grand Hotel in Coolgardie, and later (1896) of the Free-
masons’ Hotel. Both E. N. and E. M. Marks, who were
brothers, were sharebrokers, a type of business whieh was
both common and luerative in the goldfields towns which
were always prone to violent speculations on the stoek and
gold market, Levy was the owner of the Cafe de Paris,
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one of the show places of Coolgardie and the leading cafe
on the fields,200

Unfortunately the lot asked for by the trustees was
a Government reserve and not open for selection. The
Government, however, was anxious to assist, and the
trustees tried again. On 9th July, 1895, a letter was sent
to the Under Secretary for Lands asking for the grant of
a piece of ground opposite the Wesleyan Church. This
letter, which was signed by E. M. Marks, as Honorary
Secretary, gives us a glimpse of the speed of life on the
goldfields. Marks writes :—

As the Jewish holidays are the latter part of next month201
mwy committee are anxious to ereet a place of worship without delay
and pray you will grant them the ground now applied for.

LEvidently it was contemplated that a Synagogue,
small but complete, could be ereeted in two months. Perth
took a year to build theirs, but life on the goldfields moved
quickly and buildings were not so pretentions. However,
the committee’s hopes were not realised, for the Under
Secretary, in a letter dated 256th July, 1895, told them
that the land applied for had net been complelely surveyed
and was not open for selection.

In August, however, the tenacious eommittee asked
again for the same piece of land (Lot 386), Again they
were vefused, this time in a letter dated 5th September.
The Government now made a counter-suggestion that Lot
405 might be suitable. No formal applieation for this
land appears to have been made at this time, but reserva-
tion of the land was approved for Jewish purposes on 2nd
October, 1895. The day before, the Town Clerk of Cool-
gardie (now sufficiently settled and substantial to be a
municipality) had written to the Under Secretary for
Lands supporting the application for a grant. IHis letter
shows us something of the standing of the Jewish residents
of the town :—

By direetion of the Mayor I have the henour to inform you
that the Counecil desire to support the application of the Jewish
residents of Coolgardie for the grant of a site on which to erect a
synagogue.

This denomiuation is rather strong here, and it is understood

that the people are anxious at once to utilise the site for the purpose
stated.

A specifie site was mentioned, but the suggestion was
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received too late to he of any effect, as the decision to
grant Lot 405 had already been taken, and was communi-
cated to . M. Marks in a letter from the Under Secretary
dated 4th October. No action appears to have been taken
by the ecommunity either to arrange for the land to he

ATFRED LEON SIMOM.
From “‘Kimberleys”' (Westera Australia), in the Mitcheli Library, Sydney.

vested in trustees or to commence the erection of a Syna-
gogue for some time, It was not until 14th March, 1896,
that a formal letter of thanks for the land was sent to the
Government.  In that letter, which was signed by 1. ML
Myslis, now Honorary Secretary, the request was made
that the land be vested in Lesser Levinson and Henry Levy,




370 Australian Jewish Historical Society.

who were unanimously appointed as trustees. Levinson
was one of the most picturesque personalities of the gold-
fields. If theve is anything in the claims that some make
that they ean deduce a man’s character from his signature,
readers of character could make great play with the
flourishing, vigorous lines of Levinson’s signature, It is
as striking as the man himself, who was ‘“‘one of the
characters of the town.”2?2  His feats of horsemanship,
his race from Coolgardie to Menzies, his coach and twelve
all eombined to make him a public figure. The letter of
14th Mareh went on to say :—

T am requested io point out that all religious bodies received
2 grant of two lots, excepting ours, and have to request you kindly
to lay this before the Honourable the Commissioner of Crown Lands
for his eomnsideration as we purport (si¢) Dbuilding a school and
will require another allotment, and trust the Commissioner will see
his way clear to grant us an additional lot,

They were, however, treading on dangerous ground.
For years there had been conflict over the question of aid
to denominational schools, and the Government flatly re-
fused to do anything which might precipitate the con-
troversy once motre- into the vealms of practical polities.
In addition, the Government now required a formal appli-
cation for the vesting of Tot 405 in Levinson and Levy,
and on 23rd April, 1896, the Under Seerctary wrote to
Myslis :—

In reply to your letter of the I4th instant, I have to inform
you that if you make application on the acrompanying form for
Lot 405 in the names of the Trustees mentioned in your letter, it
will be favourably considered.

With regard to your application for a second Lot on which it
is proposed to build a school, the Minister directs me to state that
the Government cannot give free grants for schools, as that would
be reviving the assisted schools question; therefore your application
cannot be entertained.

To this letter there was no reply from the community
for many months, though it seems that the Government
had misinterpreted the reguest, which was not, in my
opinion, designed for the purpose of building a day school
comparable to the great Church sehools, such as Hale and
Guildford Grammar, then rising to prosperity, but merely
for the purpose of housing a Sabbath school. Even this
would probably have heen regarded by the Government as
-a vevival of the assisted schools eontroversy, but they had
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raised no objection to the Perth scheme which envisaged
a school building (though one was not built as early as
this).  The matter was raised again by Coolgardie on a
slightly different footing in August, 1896.

Life on the goldficlds had by April, 1886, gvown rather
more settled, but it was still subject to reeurrent houts
of fever as new discoveries were made, The Jewish
population grew with the general population. Passover
of that year was celebrated with the usnal serviees, and
matzos were made available through the efforts of the
Perth congregation.?®®  The infant community was show-
ing signs of strength, but that strength was wholly depen-
dant on the general prosperity of the town, as was natural
with a group of traders. If the Coolgardie mines should
cease to be prosperous, then so would Coolgavdie Jewry.
At this time, however, it was riding high on the waves of
gold and could confidently look to the future.

FPor some reason not apparent, it was deeided that the
whole committee of the congregation should act as trustees
of the new land instead of merely Levinson and Levy, and
on 14th July, 1896, the new Seeretary, Maleolm Jonas,
wrote to the Under Seeretary asking for the formal grant
of land to be made to Lesser Levingson, Judah Lipman,
Henry Fein, Henry Levy, Isaae Joseph, Harris Levy and
Edward Nathan Marks as trustees. Levinson was the
President and Lipman the Treasurer of the congregation.
The grant was ultimately issned on 29th July, 1898, and
the eongregation were now at liberty to eommenee building
a Synagogue.*™

The community was, however, still set on obtaining a
second block of land, To this end the President, Levin-
son, wrote on 31st August, 1896, to the Hon. J. Howard
Taylor, M.L.C., one of the goldficlds representatives :—

On hehalf of the Jewish community of Coolgardie T am desired
to draw vour attention and request vou kindly to lay the matter
before the BMinister for Lands, viz. — that all denominations re-
ceived from the Government two blocks of land, inclading the
Salvation Army, and wher we apply only one was granted.
Although the Minister promised to reconsider the matter20s so far
we are without his decision.

I therefore kindly desire you tfo interview the Minister on our
behalf and obtain for us another block.

P8 I may draw your aftention that our block is too small
for the synagogue about to be erected.
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Following on this appeal, Jonas wrote on 14th Sep-
tember to the Minister, but received a definite refusal on
25th September.

By this time the congregation, which now called itself
the Goldfields Hebrew Congregation (a trifle unfair to
the Kalgoorlie ecommunity, which had also begun to fune-
tion}, had eommenced its Synagogue—which to some extent
spoils the point of Levinson’s postseript.  Extant phofo-
graphs of the Synagogue show it as a square, weather-
board building with a eurious double-domed roof. How
it seemed to contemporary Coolgardie ean be gleaned from
a newspaper deseription of September, 1896 —

The frame of the new Synagogue has been put vp. The build-
ing is situated on the morthern side of Shaw Street, near the corner
of Hunt Street.  Messrs. Moline and Summerhayes are the archi-
tects and Messrs, Philp and Royle the builders. The elevation is
to he in the Moorish style of architecture and will he surmounted
with 2 eupola and gilded dome. Inside the beilding is to be 36
feet square on the ground floor, breaking into an octagon at the
height of the gallery. Excellent provision is made for ventilation
by a large octagon ventilater in the ceiling.206

The Synagogue was open for publie worship for the
New Year serviees.?0? Tt was a considerable achievement
for a small ecommunity, and, whatever one’s views may be
as to the aesthetie properties of a gilded dome, it expressed
the wealth and flamboyant tendencies of the goldfields
men of the time. It is a monument to the energy of the
committee and the generosity of the numerous subscribers,
who included a few non-Jews.

We have already had a glimpse of some of the men
who worked to organise the community, but there were
others whose names must be mentioned.  Myslis, who was
Seeretary of the congregation from March to July, 1896,
was caretaker, usher, and court crier of the loeal Court
House. A large, burly man of strong physique and
character, he would seem the ideal for the thankless task
of keeping order in a eourt where the tempers of the
irascible miners and traders would be strained to their
limits, It was Myslis who acted as reader for the Holy
Day services in the new Synagogue in 1396, Despite the
distance from the larger and better organised communities,
there was no departure from the rules of strictest ortho-
doxy-—no one who married out of his faith was permitted
to be ealled to the Reading of the Law, and the whole
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service was carried out in the traditional manner. Pride
of place was accorded to *‘four hearded miners whe had
straggled in from some distant diggings,’7208

The vexed qustion of marriage outside the fold of
Judaism was one of considerable importance on the gold-
fields, where, even as late as 1899, Jewish men outnumbered
Jewish women by more than three to one?® In earlier
days their disproportion would no doubt have been greater.
The problem for those who wished to marry a Jewess was
much the same as that which confronted the early settiers
of New South Wales if they wished to marry at all.  The
women were simply not there,  The magnitude of the
diffieulty ean be gauged from the fact that it was not until
July, 1897—almost five years after the beginnings of Cool-
gardie—that the first Jewish wedding took place on the
goldfields.?®  This ceremony, the wedding of M. L. Caro
to Miriam Atherdon, was celebrated by Rev. Moses
Saunders of Perth. It received considerable publieity in
the local press, though naturally the newspapers did not
comment on the fact that so long a period had elapsed
before two Jews were enabled to marry.

After the refusal by the Government of a second bloek
of land (Sepltember, 1896), the community gave up the
attempt and confined its activities to maintaining what
agsets it had. There was no shortage of financial support,
and some of the Jews on the goldfields, especially the
mining men like Simon and Kaufman, were extremely
wealthy,  So, too, was Levinson. But, even if certain
individuals were to retain their wealth, the general pros-
perity of Coolgardie was on the deeline.  The rise of the
Kalgoorlie goldfields spelt the downfall of Coolgardie, and
the fond hopes of its townspeople that Coolgardie might
become the capital of the colony instead of Perth died with
many other high aspirations. The Jewish ecommunity
died with them.

Unlike a similar deecline in fortunes which we have
seen in Fremantle, the fall of Coolgardie Jewry was swift.
At the end of 1897 the Jewish population was 55, made
up of 40 males and 15 females. The official figures do
not state how many of these were children, but, as the
goldfields habit was for all parents who could afford it
to arrange for their children to live in Perth, it is probable
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that the number in Coolgardie was small.  The published
statisties show that there was one Rabbi in the town.
This is wrong, but, as we have seen in conneetion with both
Perth and Fremantle, there was considerable carelessness
in the compilation of the figures in relation to Jewish
ministers, and this error need not cast doubts on the
general trustworthiness of the official statistics. There is,
however, one peenliar statement which must make one
doubt them. The total population is ziven as 55; the
number atfending weck-day (i.c., Holy Day)} services is
stated to be 100. This inconsistency could be explained
by saying that the figure 55 refers to the settled popu-
lation of the town, while the higher figure ineludes both
those and the additional people who would make the
holiday journey from nearby towns such as Southern
Cross, Menzies, Kanowna, and other smaller centres where
there were Jews., It is certain that some did. It may
have been as high a number as 45,  Services were being
held in Kalgoorlie at this time, and there are some uneon-
firmed recollections of elderly people which would indicate
that occasional serviees were held in Menzies, but it is not
certain that these recollections refer to a time as early as
1897. The statistics show that for that year there was
one burial, no marriages (which is wrong—-there was at
least one), and no Barmifzvah ceremony. No refercnce
is made to a Sabbath School, and it would appear that
what Jewish education there was in the town was done
wholly by parents.?!!

At the end of 1897, then, there were 55 Jews in Cool-
gardie. By the middle of 1899 the eongregation was so
small that those who were left were unable to meet the
interest payments on the mortgage debt for the Synagogue.
An attempt was made to transfer the land and building
to a Masonic Lodge, but the Government refused its eon-
sent owing to the opposition of a small party within the
few remaining Jews. It was not until 1905, by which
time Coolgardie was a sleepy relie, that the Govermment
consented, The property was sold to the Loyal Orange
Institution of Western Australia, and the Jewish com-
munity was dead hoth officially and in faet.21?

The little congregation had had a romantie existenee,
as romantie as the search for gold. Its importance is not
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to be measured by the length of its life, but by the good
it did during its term. It kept Judaism alive in un-
promising soil; it brought together a group of people who
jointly eould make a eontribution to the welfare of their
town that they could not have made individually; it
allowed many men to satisfy their urge for communal
work on Jewish lines.  But instead of ending the Cool-
gardie story with the disappearance of the community, let
us rather end it by diseussing the work done for the general
eommunity by some of its members, for it is by their eon-
tributions to the general welfare that Jewish communities
are judged,

In the eyes of the publie, the outstanding Jew of Cool-
gardie was Lesser Levinson, This was not due entirely
to his vigorous personality, but just as much to his public
service.  As the man who had done more than any other
towards the discovery ol water near the town, as head of
the loeal Fire Brigade, and as a Town Councillor, he had
a strong claim on the publie gratitude*’  Levinson was
an Englishman who hailed from Neweastle, but the publie
benefactors that were Jews were by no means all English.
Indeed, we ecould well say that the group of foreigners
whose names are now forgotten, the owners of the little
businesses that supplied the necessities and the comforts
of life, are just as much deserving of praise as the well-
known public fizures who owned mines or represented
overseas mining interests.

Two important men in that latier category were
Alfred Leon Simon and Charles Kaufman. Both were
representatives of wealthy mining syndicates financed by
overseas capital, and both contributed fully to the develop-
ment of the goldfields. Simon, who arrived in December,
1894, was a Frenchman from Alsace Lorraine, a trained
geologist and mining engineer, and a Doctor of Philosophy
of the University of Zurich.2*  His public standing can
be gauged from the letter that was written fo him by the
Seeretary of the Perth Congregation in September, 1896,
when a search was heing condueted for a suitable Jewish
ecitizen to lay the Swynagogue foundation stone :—

Ve have no other suitable representative of our Race and
Religion in the Colony to perform the eeremony with as much eclat

as your eould.21s
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Even allowing for the necessary flattery on such occasions,
it is clear that Simon was a well-known figure who would
be a worthy representative, His work for the goldfields
was, of course, chiefly bound up with his work for his own
syndieate, but he, like many another loeal agent for these
syndicates, was a great power for good-a breath of that
overseas eulture which eould, and did, tone down the harsh
life of the fields.

In a tribute to him in a contemporary history of the
colony, it was said of him that he

has very materially assisted in fostering the prosperity of the
eolony. . . .. In the business and commercial life of the colony le
takes a prominent part, and his straightforward manly conduet is
well known, In Coolgardie he held (180G) the important office
of President of the Chamber of Mines. In the publie affairs of
Coolgardie Dr. Simon has shown a sympathetic and sustained

interest.216

Kaufman entered rather more into the public life of
Coolgardie than Simon did. Ie was an Ameriean, at first
a representative of overseas eapital, and later interested
on his own account in the Ivanhoe Mine?’” IHe was a
member of many of the local eommiitees, and was always
well to the fore on soeial occasions. ITe, too, was one of
those asked by the Perth eongregation to lay a foundation
stone, and it was after his refusal on the ground of ahsenee
from the colony that an invitation was sent to Simon.?!®
He was a large subseriber to the Building Fund of the
Coolgardie Synagogue?'® and charitable in all directions,
both Jewish and non-Jewish, on the fields.

There were Jews who controlled or represented capital,
who owned petty shops, who were lhawkers, who were
miners, who supplied the wants of the residents in dozens
of ways. Of the hotelkeepers something has already
been said. One of them, Lipman, branched out still
further and started the Ldien Brewery in Coolgardie.220
Henry Levy, as we have already seen, was one of the
leading cafe owners. Running him close in the publie
esteem as a purveyor of food was Saul Epstein, who eame
to Coolgardie in 1894 from Poland afier spending a few
years in Tasmania. His cafe, says one writer, was ‘The
Trocadero’ of the fields.??! His two nephews, Samuel and
Harold Epstein, helped maintain the reputation of the
business, Abraham Kott, who was for a short time before
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Lis death Treasurer of the Perth Congregation, was the
proprietor of a flourishing drapery with branches in
Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie and Menzies, which he started after
his arrival on the fields in 1894,

In every branch of commereial activity on the gold-
fields, from the highest to the lowest, there were Jews.
No comprehensive list eould be given, but those whose
names have been cited are a fair cross-section. By their
activities they benefited themselves, naturatly enough, but
in doing so they played an important part in the life of
the town. They helped to huild it as surely as did the
miners who dug for gold.

Only a few months passed between the discovery of
gold in Coolgardie in September, 1892, and the first find
at Kalgoorlie in June, 1893. The two towns ave only
95 miles apart, and the new discovery caused something
of a rush away from Coolgardie. The field at Coolgardie
was, however, so rich that there was no real fear in those
early days that it would be neglected. None the less,
there was always a certain jealousy between the two towns.
This does not appear to have been quite so fully developed
in the Jewish sphere as it was among the general public
and in the press. One symptom (or perhaps cause) of this
jealousy was the assumption by the Coolgavdie community
of the title ‘*Goldfields Hebrew Congregation’’ at a time
when Kalgoorlie also had an organised community. Final
results were rather curiously divided between the two
congregations.  Coolgardie built its Synagogue first, but
it ceased to exist as a eommunity in 1839, Kalgoorlie did
not ereet its building uwntil 1902, but the community has
had a long life, and, though small, is by no means extinet
to-day.

Conditions in early Kalgoorlie were much the same
as those in early Coolgardie.  In hoth towns residents
contended with harsh living conditions, with dust, with
lack of water and amenities, and with imperfeet housing.
It was against such a background that the Jews of Kal-
goorlie began to organise themselves. The type of Jew
who formed the community of Kalgoorlie was in all essen-
tials exactly the same as that with which we have met in
our study of Coolgardie—the wealthy mining or business
man, the shopkeeper, the artisan and the struggling miner.




378 Auystralian Jewish Historical Society.

Dretails of the Jewish effort in mining properly so called,
that is, prospecling or working underground, have not
come down to us. Even in the early days of Western
Australian mining ventures Jews were giving finaneial
sapport, and prominent men, sueh as Lionel Samson, were
actively associated with them. Samson, as early as 1864,
was a director of the Western Australian Mining Clompany,
and Frederick Levi, a well known South Australian, was
a director of the Fortune Mining Company.???  These
companies were not engaged in work on the eastern fields
which we are now considering, and which were not then
discovered to be auriferous, but Samson and Levi are the
forerunners of Simon, Kaufman and V. L. Solomon. The
first glimpse of any attempt at communal organisation In
Kalgoorlie is a meeting at the end of Aungust, 1896. The
tangible result of that meeting was, as usual, a request to
the Minister for a grant of land.  The letter, dated 9th
September, 1896, reads —

We, the Hebrew Congregation of Kalgoorlie, pray you to grant
us a block of land for the purpose of building a synagogue for the
benefit of our rapidly-inerensing mumhbers. We intend building a
house of worship as soon as our funds will permit. There are
already over 50 of our co-religionists in Kalgoorlie alone without
the outlying distriets, We therefore hope yeu will grant us our
petition at your earliest convenienee and beg to remain ete223

The letter is signed by BMoss 3. Solomon, Honorary Seecre-
tary. Appended to it is a group of signatures of men
who presumably were the committee or the prime movers
in the organisation. The signatories are (with the ex-
ception of one whieh is illegible) Samuel Lobaseher, Charles
Kapp, Samuel Henry Marks, M. Solomon, H. Baron,
Solomon New, A. Schulman, Isaac Barker, Braham Cohen,
Louis A. Morris and Fred. Morris. Few of these men
were prominent in the general ecommunity, though their
signature is an earnest of their zeal for Judaism. The
Secretary, Moss Solomon, was a tailor, and Kapp a
merchant who had migrated from Germany. Schulman
was the local representative of the Jewish firm of Silbert
& Sharp, fruit merchants of Perth.2?¢ TFred. and Louis
Morris, who were jewellers, came to Kalgoorlie in 1885,
and were well known in the town for their public spirit,
the racchorses they owned and their general sportsman.
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ship. Frec_l. Morris later attained fame as the leader of
an explorat-mn party to Hall’s Creek, where he died in
190022

. In addition to the petition, the committec used the
influence of C. J. Moran, M.L.A, one of the goldfields
represeniatives, in putting their ease to the MMinister.
Moran, in a letter of 5th October, asked for the Ainister’s
favourable consideration of the request. The influence
was not successful.  On 1ITth Oectober, the Minister re-
plied to Moran, rejecting the request on the ground that
no lots were available in the townsite of Kalgoorlie.  The
matter was allowed to drop for almost a year. In August,
1897, a further request was made, this time through the
Mayor of Kalgoorlie (the Hon. 11. &, Parsons, d.L.C.).
The Mayor’s intevest in the matter had been made public
a month earlier at the first eirewmeision in Kalgoorlie,
where he took the chair and responded to the toast of his
health.2¢  In his speech, the Mayor expressed the opinion
that there would not be the least diffieulty in seeuring a
site.  This optimism was borne out by a letter from the
Under Secretary for Lands to the new Seecretary of the
Kalgoorlie Hebrew Congregation (Solomon Saunders),
dated Mh September, 1897 —

With reference to your request through the Mayor of EKalgoorlie
for & grant of land in that towsn for ecelesinstieal purposes, I am
direeted by the Hon. the Minister for Lands to inform you that
he will be prepared to comsider an application for one lot in that
Townsite, providing it is not a corner lot or one in too good a
business position, and if you make 2 seleetion it will have con-
sideration,

1t must be distincily understood, however, thut land granted
for ecclesiastieal purposes is only given on 999 vears’ lease, with
powers of re-entry by the Govermnment should it be used otherwise
than for the purpose for which it was set apart.

Saunders replied to this offer on 21st September - —

At 2 meeting of the Kalgoorlie Hebrew Congregation o resolu-
tion was passed conveying our sincere thanks to you for the promise
(to) grant us a bloek of land for ecclesiastieal purposes. A com-
mittee has been appointed to seleet a block as soon as possible and
particulars will be forwarded to you for your approval

In addition te the sighature of Saunders as Honorary
Seceretary, the letter containg the names of five men who
presumably constituted the committee referred to in the
letter.  E. N. Marks, who was a well-known bhusiness man
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in the town, and whose name we have met in Coolgardie,
was stated to be President, and H, Solomon treasurer.
The committeemen were M. Solomon (one of the signa-
tories to the letter of September, 1896), S. Malasky and
Louis Morris.  Solomon Saunders, who suceeeded Moss
Solomon as Secretary, was a prominent auetioneer and a
kinsman of the Rev. Moses Saunders of Perth.22? It was
to a speech by him. that the Mayor replied when he fore-
cast the grant of land in July, 1897.222  The offices of his
firm, Linton & Saunders, were often used for small meet-
ings, and he was a generous benefactor to all eauses, both
Jewish and non-Jewish, in the town. His name was
usually found as a subscriber to all the funds that were
raised—and they were many-—to help the dependants of
men killed in mining aceidents.?2®

It is rather surprising that of the six men named in
this letter, only two, M. Solomon and Louis Morris, signed
the original letter a year earlier. This ean, however, be
explained by remembering the uneertain business con-
ditions of the goldfields. There had heen a great mining
boom in 1895 and 1896. By now, both towns were feeling
to the full the reaction that always follows these booms.
There had been a considerable general migration from the
fields during 1897, and it is quite natural to assume, since
Jewish properity depends on general prosperity, that the
departures would include some Jews.

Solomon Malasky, the only other name in the letter
of whom anything is known, was the proprietor of a fish
saloon in Hannan Street, the main thoroughfare, His
popularity in the town can be gauged from the fact that
on leaving Kalgoorlie to open a business in Perth in
December, 1897, he received a purse of sovereigns and a
pipe from a representative committee of townspeople.?3?
The intrinsic historical importance of this presentation is,
of course, small. Its value is a source of inference, a
statement which is true of many of the relatively minor
incidents recorded in this paper. From this presentation
we can draw four inferences : that there was little or no
anti-Jewish feeling in XKalgoorlie; the foreigner was ac-
cepted there without question; Jews even in relatively
humble positions in the social seale were working for the
henefit of the whole eommunity, and that their efforts met
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with recognition from their fellow-citizens—all matters of
considerable importanee in the history of a small Jewish
community,

The first of these inferences—the absence of anti-
Semitism—has been referred to before in dealing with the
early history of Fremantle. Its absence was as noticeable
in the press of the goldfields as it was in the early press
of the port. In a paper which invariably included some
jokes to fill up small spaces, only one had a Jewish tinge
—and that not offensive. In {he literature which has
grown up around the early days of the goldfields, only
one Jewish joke has come under the writer’s notiee, and
that, while it could have been more kindly expressed, was
not ill-natured. In the news items over two years in the
Western Argus there is only one report of a erime which
specifically stated that the aceused to be a Jew—a report
of a particularly brutal murder in Russia. Though the
police ecourt reports from Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie and the
surrounding towns contain rather more Jewish names than
we would expect (but that is never an infallible gnide to
Jewishness}, the papers never mentioned, let alone em-
phasised, Jewish erime. One is justified in concluding
that anti-Semitism on the fields was small and uwnimportant.
In considering this matter, we must not forget that the
finaneial power of some Jews, chiefly Lesser Levinson,
Alfred Simon, Charles Kaufman and V. L. Solomon, eould
have been made the subject of much press eomment had
the necessary ill-feeling been present. No such eomment
appeared. The Jews of Kalgoorlie could build up the
Jewish eommunity in peace.

After the receipt of the Government’s letter of 9th
September, the next step in the building of the community
was the selection of a block of land. The selection was
speedily made and communicated to the BMinister in a
letter from Saunders dated 16th Oetober.  The block
chosen was one covering a quarler of an acre in TPorter
Street, near the corner of Hannan Street (Lot 457). The
choice, however, was not approved by the Minister, as the
block was considered too valuable, The Minister offered
Lot 213, which was accepted in April, 1898, after the close
of our period, This lot was, however, not used for Syna-
gogue purposes owing to the diffieulty of raising funds.
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Matters remained in abeyance until 1901, when a fresh
organisation was formed, the old grant surrendered, a
fresh. one obtained of a pieee of land in Brookman Street,
and the present Synagogue built.®! A sidelight on the
migratory tendencies of the goldfields population, to which
reference has already been made, is that none of the com-
mittee which began work in 1901 had been connected with
the body whose history we have heen tracing.?3?

The absence of a proper Synagogue did not deter the
Jews of Kalgoorlie from assembling for worship on Holy
Days. The first record of a service in the town deals
with the service for New Year, 18%6. The newspaper -
does not state in which building the service was held, but
on the Day of Atonement the  Old Stock Hxchange in
Semaphore Chambers was used.  This first act of public
Jewish worship took plaece at the time the first application
for land was being made, and this fact was announced to
the general public in the report dealing with the services.
In the report the eongregation is deseribed as ‘‘recently
organised’’~which fits in with the tone of the letter of
9th September, 1596.2%2

It has been shown that there was no attempt made fo
pursue the guestion of the land grant hetween October,
1896, and August, 1897. Once again the approach of the
Iigh Festivals seems to have prodded the committee into
action, In addition to re-opening correspondence with
the Minister, arrangements were made for the Rev, Moses
Saunders to eome from. Perth to eonduet the Day of Atone.
ment services for 1897, There was considerable publicity
in the press. The report of the New Year service says
that it was held in a room lent by Messrs Saunders &
Chambers. The Morning Serviece was read by a Mr.
Raphael, and the Additional Service hy a My, Broad.
After recording that there was a large attendance, the
paper goes on to say —

We are given to understand that the recently formed Hebrew
Congregation of this place has prospeets of being a thoroughly
vigorous organisation. A Dblock of land has been promised by ihe
Government as a site for the Synagogue, and the building is to he
begun as soon a8 the Government's offer is earried into effect.
Numerous assurances of financial help have been given by members

of the congregation resident in and about Kalgoorlie for the build-
ing. In conformance with another promise by the Government a
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site has been selected for a local Jewish cemetery. This ground
ig to be conseerated by the Rev. Rabbi Saunders during his approach-
ing visit.234

This was the second time that the congregation had
been called “‘recent,”” and perhaps the use of the word
implies that the new ecommittee regarded itself as a
separate body from the old. There can be no doubt that
the promise of land had given a great fillip to Jewish
work in Kalgoorlie, though the optimistic reference to
finaneial help did not aceurately state the position. The
report above quoted was merely fhe precursor of two
longer ones dealing with the services for Kol Nidre and
the Day of Atonement, ,

As foreeast, these services were eonducted by the Rev.,
Moses Saunders of Perth., They were held in the Muni-
cipal Buildings in Brookman Street, not far from the site
which five vears later was to be the Kalgoorlie Synagogue.
The veport of the Kol: Nidre service deals wholly with
Saunders’ sermon on the text, ““Hear, O Israel, the Lord
our {God, the Lord, is One.”’?*"  The later report, which
is shorter, is worth quoting :—

The SBerviees of the Kalgoorlie Hebrew Congregation on the
Day of Atonement continued on Wednesday in the Munieipal
Buildings in Brookman Street. The ceremony of worghip which
was begun at 8 o'clock in the morning was continued without inter-
mission until about 6.30 p.m, There was & very large attendance.

. . The text of the sermon was : “For I have given you good
doctrine; forsake ye mot my law, It is a tree of life to those
who lay hold of it, and the supporters thercof are happy” In
the course of his remarks the Rabbi impressed upon the Kalgoorlie
Hebrew Congregation how desirable it was now that the Government
had granted them a pieee of Iand that steps should be taken fo get
a synagogue crected as quickly as possible. Thus they would have
their own plaece of worship while the services of a teacher eould
be procured so that the children could learn Hebrew and the rudi-
ments of Judaism.236

Some features of this report call for comment. It
was not strietly true that the Government had granted a
block of land. They had, at that date, merely promised
to consider an application. The appeal of the preacher
for some attentlon to be paid to Jewish education was by
no means too early. As in Coolgardie, there had been no
attempt at edueation, other than parental, and the year
closed with the town still lacking a Hebrew school???
Some of the reasons for this have already been diseussed
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in econnection with a similar state of affairs in Coolgardie.

But the most inferesting feature of the report is the
fact which it discloses that the serviees were held in the
Munieipal Building, Even assuming, as was almost
certainly the case, that some rental was paid to the Couneil,

VAIBEN LOUIS SOLOMOMN.
(From ‘‘Adelaide and Its Environs,” in the Mitchell Library, Sydney.)

it is probable that the infiuence of the Mayor was exerted
in favour of the Jews when the application for use of the
hall was made. The Mayor, the Hon, Harold G. Parsons,
M.L.C., seems to have been particularly friendly towards
the Jewish community.
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During his vear of office as Mayor, he had used his
influence in obtaining a grant of land; he had publiely
expressed his view that such a grant would ensue, and,
when the Government had agreed to grant a block to be
selected by the congregation, the Mayor had offered to
surrender a site he owned (Lot 457), which the committec
considered suitable.?’® e had shown his interest in the
little band of Jews by taking the chair and speaking at
their first jovous oecasion, the initiation of the infant son
of Isidore and Christina Davis.?¥®

Reference to this cireumeision cannol fail to bring to
mind the work of the pioneer women of the goldfields.
These women are to-day held in the highest honour
throughowt Western Australia, and they deserve to be.
Of the details of their work, even their names, often liftle
is known. But they were there, and some of them were
Jewesses.  In the ahsence of definite faets, the only
tribute that can be here paid to them is in the words of
the author of a recent hook on a pioneer of New South
Wales =—

Contemporary official zeeounts refer to them hardly at all; they
are there by implieation only, and when we have read all we can
in the printed records of the adventures of those days, adventures
in which they shared, they still remain elusive shadows behind the
solid forms of their husbands.240

Of the prominent Jewish men of Kalgoorlie, the
leaders were once more Kaufman and Simon.  The two
towns were much one in the business sphere, despife their
distance apart, and it is quite natural that the mining
magnate should have large interests in both. It was said
of Kaufman that he was ‘“the most astute, but bold,
financter and mining expert in the colony.”” The wide
-amifieations of his eontrol over such large organisations
as the Ivanhoe Mine, the Lake View Company and others
woud seem fo support this statement, Since his arrival
in the eolony in 1894 he had done a great deal for its
development, even if some of the transactions into which
he entered caused public feeling to run against him,
Efficient management of Lake View, says a hiographer in
a contemporary newspaper, reconciled the publie to the
finaneial coup of which they disapproved, and which
gained him eontrol of that mine.!  Kalgoorlie owes mueh,
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as does the whole of the goldfields, to the work of both its
Jewish leaders in the mining sphere,

To the general public outside the colony, the most
prominent Jew identified with Kalgoorlic was Vaiben
Louis Solomon.  Selomon, who was the son of Judah
Moss Solomon of Adelaide, a great communal worker in
that eity, was not a permanent resident in Kalgoorlie, but
had large interests—land, mining and eommereial—in the
town.2¥2  Qutside it he was better known for his work
for South Australia, where he was born in 1853. He was
later a well known journalist in the Northern Territory,
and entered South Australian polities, eventually becoming
Premier for a short time in 1899. He served as a member
of the Federal Convention of 1897 as a representative of
South Australia, and later entered the Federal IHouse**
He died in 1908 after having played a considerable part
in the affairs of Kalgoorlie, South Australia and the
Commonwealth.  This is not the place to attempt any
assessment of the wvalue of his political work. TIfor wus
the only point is that he was a man who was identified
with Kalgoorlie, who added lustre to the Jewish name in
the little community, and who must therefore have a high
place in any Jewish history of the goldfields.?+

Despite the financial prominence of some of the gold-
field Jews, there was surprisingly little in the way of
political activity on their part. Nomne of the parliamen-
tary representatives was Jewish, and up to the end of
1897 only one had stood as a candidate. In that year
Lesser Levinson stood for election to represent the North-
Bastern (i.e, goldfields) Provinee in the Legislative
Couneil,  He finished, however, at the bottom of the
poll®¥"  Perhaps the paucity of Jewish candidates was
caused by the fact that the two men who would be most
likely to offer themselves were ineligible because they were
not British subjects. Levinson, as we have seen, was an
Englishman.

In local pelitics up to the end of 1897 Jews had taken
a considerable interest, though only Simon, as a member
of the Coolgardie Road Board, and Levinson as a Cool-
gardie Councillor, took any aective, official part.2*  TFor
reasons which were not given in the press, Simon resigned
in August, 1897. In 1896 Frederick Morris had stood
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for one of the wards of Kalgoorlie in the municipal clee-
tiens, but had failed.*” None the less, it may safely be
inferred that the influence of these powerful Jews with
whom we have been dealing was felt in the sphere of local
polities, It was sufficient for Kaufman to be chosen as
a member of the Railway Committee in Coolgardie when
the railway agitation was at its height in March, 189624

It is not a far cry from loeal polities te the loeal
hotels, and, as in Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie had among its
Jewish population some who achieved prominence and
popularity as hotelkeepers. The best known of these in
Kalgoorlie was Henry Rosenthal, who came to the gold-
fields in the middle of 1894 and established the Exchange
Hotel.  After eighteen months, during which he is said
to have made a fortune, this hotel was sold and Rosenthal
moved to Perth>*®  Before his departure he received an
address from his employées. In diseussing another Jew
who received public recognition before leaving the town,
enough has been said to explain the importance of this
relatively trivial ineident. Perhaps one may add that
this address shows that if Rosenthal did make a fortune
in eighteen months he did not make it out of his em-
ployees.  After some few months in Perth, he returned
to Kalgoorlie and opened the Palace Hotel, where he re-
mained for the rest of the period covered by this paper?0

A visitor to Kalgoorlie at the end of 1897 who was
intent upon an examination of the town from a Jewish
peint of view would find much to exeite his interest. He
would find a town with growing pains, intensely jealous of
its real or fanecied rivals, wealthy, vigorous, and perhaps
a little harsh. It would bear traces of its rapid growth
from a hamlet of hessian huts; there would be spacious
buildings almost side by side with the tumbledown business-
house of the unsuecessful shopkeeper.  Against that back-
gronnd there would be a little Jewish community of 40
souls, among them only six women.?’!  There would he no
Synagogue, but the leaders would tell the visitor that
negotiations for a block of land were practically complete,
and that as soon as the money was ready they would have
their Synagogue.  The visitor would find that among
that mixed erowd of Jews from all the Jewries of the
world there were rich and poor, men who controlled great
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mining companies, men who owned flourishing trading
concerns, men who worked underground, and men who
eked out a living in a little shop. He would find among
them three who were fully capable of conduecting the
services in whatever roomn the Committee could hire for
the holidays. He would hear with regret that there were
no Sabbath services and no formal arrangements for Jewish
education. The few children in the town would have to
receive that from their parents. He would be pleased to
Imow that at least two male children had been born that
vear, and had been properly initiated into the Jewish faith.
There had bheen no deaths, though among the general
community deaths from fever and accident were all too
frequent ; neither had there been any marriages celebrated
in the town, He would probably leave with the feeling
that this commumnity, though small, was staunech, active and
destined to be as successful as the uncertain economie
conditions of a goldfields town would permit. He would
leave knowing that the Jews of Kalgoorlie were respected,
were working for the good of the fown, and were true to
the traditions of their history.
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The History of the Western Suburbs Synagogue.

An Excerpi.
By PHILLIP BARG.

(Read before the Soclety, 16th December, 1946.)

Of the early attempts to establish a eongregation at
Newtown~—the first suburban congregation in New South
Wales—no written records are” preserved, and reliance
must be placed on the memory of living persons.

The work of the sincere and worthy men and women
who laboured so long and earnestly in the establishing of
the eongregation on a lasting basis cannot be suffieiently
set forth in any record. All that ean be attempted here
is to note, in passing, one of the more important events.

The year 1883 saw the sowing of the first seeds, when
a minyan commenced to meet regularly at the home of
Abraham and Naomi Solomon in King Street, within one
hundred yards of the present Synagogue, and later at
their residence at 15 Brown Street, Newtown. The
nearest place of worship was distant about three miles.
Beeause of this, the members of the minyan decided to
work for the ereation of a loeal centre for worship.

Mrs. Naomi Solomont is happily still living, and her
memory is still clear as to the happenings of those far off
days.

Subsequently the minyan was for many years located
at the home of Mr, and Mrs. Jacob Selig at King Street,
Newtown. In the meantime the number of eo-religionists

TMrs. Solomon has died since the writing of this paper.




