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They wrap their eloth fallaisimt around their shoulders
and listen with howed heads to the poignant words of
Kol Nidre. The eantor, elad in the red shirt and high
hoots of the digger, solemnly and tunefully chants the
aneient and melancholy dirvge.

He learnt his Chazonasi in far off Lemberg !

“Oshamnn 177§ His rieh voiee fails, and the minds of
those twenty young exiles float back to homes on the other
side of the world. Lumps rise in throats I Tears form
in eves !  With howed heads they listen to the prayer,
and heat their breasts as they had heen tanght to do in
their distant synagogues.

The revellers in the bar pause with their glasses in
their hands when they hear that strange, mouwrnful wail,
and wonder what it ean mean. They do not guess that
it comes from a remnant of Israel, remenibering that it is
Kol Nidre night.  They do not know that these young
exiles are uniting with millions of their own blood in all
parts of the world to show their recognition of the merey
and justice of the Most High.

And that was the beginning of the Ballarat Hebrew
congregation,

Brisbane Jewry, 1865—1886.

By DAVID BOLOT, AF.C.A., ATLA.

It was not till its scparation from New South Wales
and the foundation of Queensland as a separate colony
in 1859 that there were sufficient Jews in Brisbane to form
a eommunity.  The existing records show that Brishane
in 1865 contained but 15 members of the Jewish faith, and
these few met on the 5th day of March, 1865, with the
object of procuring premises which they might eonvert
1Praying shawls—Ep.
fTunes or cantillations—Ep,
§"“We have transgressed.”—ZFp,
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inte a temporary synagogue, As a result of the meeling,
a room was hired in Bullock's Building in Queen Street,
and here the first public services were held.  This room
was used for a short time only, and M. A. K. Alexander,
who was in business as an auetioneer, placed a room on
the second floor of his premises in Kdward Street at the
service of the community as a more permanent place.
This was properly fitted up, and services continued to e
held there regularly. In April, 1866, Mr. Joseph L.
Myers, a gentleman whose voluntary and valuable serviees
as reader were much appreciated, arvived in Brisbane from
New Zealand, and he was subsequently appointed the fiest
minister of the congregation,

A movement was made at this stage to build o per-
maneid synagogue.  The eommunity then numbered about
20 persons, and Messrs. . AL Alexander. B. Benjamin
aitd S, Davis were deputed to sefeet a site. Land at the
cornter of Tank and George Streets was selecied, and
negotiations were opened with the Ion. A (© Gregory
with a view to having this pleee of land put up for auetion,
and plans were prepared, the building to cost £1430,

Shortly alterwurds, owing to a serious finaneial erisis
in the eolony and the number of eongregants who lefl for
other colonies, the scheme fell throngh.  Communal affaivs
came then to a standstill until September, 1868, when
Mr. Jonah M. Myers, a cousin of Mr. Joseph K. Myers,
called the congregation fogether, and a site in Adelaide
Street was acquired.

Communal matters procceded with varied fortune for
some time, during which another removal was necessary.
A hall in George Sireet was vented and fitted up and
services were held there, but the inerease of the commuaity
rendered this not too suecessful an expedient, and another
move became neeessary, and eventually the lower portion
of the Masonie Hall was hired, fitied wp, and was used
as a temporary synagogue for nine years. In the mean-
time the land in Adelaide Street was leased.

After mueh work and organisation, the building
operations started, and on Tuesday, July Sth, 1883, the
laying of the foundation stone took place, the eeremony
being performed by the Rev. A. P. Phillips.
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The elbmax was reached at 3 p.m. on July 18th, 1846,
when the synagogue was opened for the great purpose for
whieh it was built.  The designation of the synagogue,
which was named **Shaari Amoono’ (The Gates of Faith),
which i still holds to-day, is an everfasting monument to
the pioueers who kept burning the toreh of the faith in
the early dayvs of the colony.

A Hebrew Travel Book.

Betng o lrawsletion from the Hebrew of Rubbi Jucod
Suphir's book, V' Eben Saphir,”' giving an cccount of his
vistt fo Australic and New Zeulund,

By RABBI LEIB A. FALE, C.F.

(Continued from last issue}

In this coleny of Vietoria are still to be found the
wild primitive natives (Aboriginals) who lived here before
the British took possession. I saw some who came to the
city, and also those in the eountry. In the country, they
go about naked withoul any covering like the beasts of
the tiell.  The colour of their faees and bodies is reddish
black or a deep dark brown, and with a shiny tinge.  The
lines of their skins are thick and hard.  They are of
middie stature, and heavily built.  The hair is long and
thick, and in appeavance they ave rvepulsive.  The head is
lavge, with o small forehead,  The eves are broad and
deeply sunk and with long evebrows.  The nose is broad
and flat with large nostrils.  They have large and wide
mouths with thick lips.  There is little hair on the cheek.
Their faces express bewilderment and horvor.

They have no common ruler or chief. They lve in
groups and tribes seatterved over the faee of the country.
Writing is unknown 1o them.  Their langnage is a com-
bination of chirrupy sounds and gestieulations.

Their food consists of what they find ready to hand,
viz.,, all kinds of herbs, fruits and living things. They



