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by the first New South Wales Constitution Act passed by the British
parliament in 1842,

Did this mean that in New South Wales in 1831, Jews were
legally bound by an old ‘undertaking’ to Cromwell not fo convert
gentiles to Judaism? There is no documentary evidence of any such
undertaking, but the Whitehall Conference of 1655 had urged one
and there was a perception that it existed. Levy must have been aware
of this as a member of Solomon Hirschell’s Beth Din and as its scribe
may well have written the minute quoted earlier to the effect that
conversions were not lawful in England. If pressed, he might have
argued that since English gentiles could undergo conversion on the
Continent without technically breaching the presumed undertaking,
the Antipodes were certainly far enough away from London to allow
a conversion there (presumably more than one, since Mary Connolly’s
children must also have been received into Judaism by Levy).
However, whilst the Continent was not a British colony and New
South Wales was, the conversion/s probably received no publicity and
no-one was likely to report it/them to the authorities.

The problem of the Blasphemy Act may well be rather different.
Despite the official status of the Church of England in Britain itself,
it is not certain that New South Wales had an established Church in
the same sense. The Colony had a spectrum of sects with a high
proportion of Catholics, Preshyterians and other faiths including
Jews. There were debates, analysed by Israel Getzler in Neither
Toleration Nor Favour: The Australian Chapter of Jewish
Emancipation,m as to whether this was a Christian country, with the
concomitant question of whether state aid could be extended to Jews.
Since the Blasphemy Act defended not just Christianity but its
Anglican version, it seemed out of keeping with the new, more
tolerant society that seemed in process of developing in the
Antipodes. It is thus unlikely that legislation protecting the Church
of England could be used in New South Wales to prevent Mary
Connolly from becoming Jewish or Rabbi Levy from converting her.
The question does not appear to have been litigated, so there are no
court decisions that might help us.

Still, in 182% an Act was passed in New South Wales for
‘restraining the Abuses arising from the publication of Blasphemous
and Seditious Libels’. It did not completely define blasphemy but
spoke of any action ‘“tending to excite His Majesty’s subjects to
attempt any alteration of any matter in the Church or State as by law
established otherwise than by lawful means’. It seems — though there
is no court explication — that what it opposed was not so much an
individual’s private views but any insulting or inflammatory public
attack on Christianity, on God, and/or the authority of the Scriptures.


































































208 Australian Jewish Historical Society

Indigenous peoples was also a cause taken up by a small but vocal
group of thoughtful, well-educated urban settlers, notably our
Catholic journalist-musician W. A. Duncan. Duncan’s clear interest
in, and sympathy with, the ceremonies performed at the consecration
of Sydney synagogue might, for the matter, be construed as a further
case of one outsider (a Catholic among a largely Protestant
ascendency) making common cause with another outsider
community. Historians, notably Manning Clark, have regretted that
early colonial Australian society, in its worship of mammon, did little
to foster intellectual curiosity and cultural sympathy. Nevertheless,
the ecumenical instincts of some of the musicians discussed here
suggests that seeds of a more equitable and just society were being
sown during this early period of colonial history.
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article13031875: °[...] The consecration service was performed by their
minister, the Rev. Solomon Phillips [...] assisted by a numerous and well-
selected choir, Mr. J. H. Anderson presiding at the harmoninm, and
directing the musical department. The opening symphony, by Mozart,
was played in the most effective style by the conductor. The service was
performed in the ancient style of the Hebrew faith [...]"; article includes
further specific information on music sung.

Copy at NLA; Trove Bookmark: http:/trove.nla.gov.au/work/11355098.
[Advertisement] ‘A CARD. MR. ALFRED ANDERSON’, The Sydney
Morning Herald (7 July 1869), 1: http:/nla.gov.an/nla.news-
article131805086: °[...] is expected to arrive in the course of a few days,
and will be prepared to give LESSONS on the Pianoforte and
Composition, in the most modern style.’

[Obituary] ‘Death has put an end to the career of Mr. Alfred Anderson
[...I' The Argus (23 March 18%6), 5: http:/nla.gov.an/nla.news-
article 7435256,

‘HEBREW’, The Sydney Morning Herald (29 April 1868), 4:
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article13165367: ‘At the Synagogue,
Macquarie-sireet [...] Mr. Anderson, sen., presided at the harmoninm,’
‘THE LOVES OF A CANTATRICE’, Kalgoorlie Western Argus (11 March
1897}, 10: hitp:/nla.gov.auw/nla.news-article323438749; see also J. H.
Anderson’s letter to editor answering the claim made in the Argus’s
obituary (cited above) that Murska was prevented from seeing Alfred,
‘THE LATE MR. [ALFRED] ANDERSON’, The Argus (25 March 1876),
5: hitp:/nla.gov.aw/nla.news-article7435415.

Levi has the death of ‘John Henry Anderson’ on 19 February 1892, aged
65, but his birth year as 1823; whereas, DEATHS’, The Sydney Morning
Herald (9 May 1879), 8: hitp:/nla.gov.au/nla.news-article13434295:
‘ANDERSON. May 1, Melbourne, J. H. Anderson, 56°, thus also born
€.1823; his wife died two years earlier, aged 46, see ‘DEATHS’, The
Argus (25 December 18%7), 1: http:/nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article5949904. *

‘MELODY: TO THE HARP OF AUSTRALIA, The Sydney Monitor (19
SBeptember 1835), 4: http://nla.gov.au/mla.news-article32149736; most of
the primary source material cited in this article is freely viewable online,
and web addresses are provided should readers wish to consult the
sources themselves.

A copy of a later edition, viewable online via the National Library of
Australia’s Trove, is A Selection of Hebrew Melodies: Ancient and
modern, newly arranged [...] by I. Nathan (London: J. Fentum for the
Proprietor, [1827-1829]);Trove Bookmark: hitp:/nla.gov.au/mla.mus-
vn902136.

‘NEWS & NOTES BY A SYDNEY MAN’, The Courier (23 January 1864),
3: http:/mla.gov.awnla.news-article3168164.

Copy at NLA, available online, Trove Bookmark:
hitp://trove.nla.gov.au/work/21236841.

Copy at SL-NSW; Trove Record: http://trove.nla.gov.anw/work/33504891;
[Advertisement], The Sydney Gaszette (11 November 1834), 3:
http://mla.gov.au/nla.news-article2217523; see also ‘Domestic
Intelligence’, The Australian (7 November 1834), 2:
http://nla.gov.an/nla. news-article42007225.

















































































































































































































































































































































































































