














188

100 Years Ago

What is written is neither for the vulgar, the ignorant, the bigot
or the thoughtless ; Tut for those parents to whom deliberate
judgment presents in their true colours the probable issues of
tha presont stats of our domestic affaira,. The Jewish man licenses
himeelf to roam and ranga uncircumscribed—ahe selects what society
Lo wills, murriea whom he likes without compunction, and for a
pecuniary consideration can ride over the scruples of Boards of
Synagogue management and the Zeth-din,  But is it so with our
chuste and retiving daughters - Ou what reason or logic are these
placed on w different Jevel1  1If we are to preserve the purity of
sur race, thon let tho barrier which protecis it shut out for ever
those who are daring enough to scale ity heights,

Are Jewish young men moved by the spirit of gallantry and
rucinl predilection? If o, on them rests a large share of the
weight and responsibility of this question ; if otherwise, then,
indeed, it i8 n set-off against the disabilicy of our girls,
who wura eo far fortunate to escape wullinnces with them ;
or do our Jewish young men, through lack of possibility,
weko a virtue of necessity, secing they are not uble to
pupport a cultured Jowess wife, select an wrticle requiring less
cost, care and attention.  Uur Jewith young men muy elect either
of these positions under this subject, and if the spirit of munhood
is not yet totally extinguished in them they have go.d resson to
blush. ls it oxpected that respectable parents will accept us the
future maintainers and supporterd of their carcfully nurtured and
well-provided daughters men of u much lowur social stratum, when
in ull probability the onus of the muintenauce of their partners in
life, und of the oflspring likely to resuit frowm such unions, is
likely to vecoil on the devoted puarents, to say nothing of the
misery attending such coudition of ufuirs? This is not « domestic
question by any means ; it is a communal one, and one which
must recoive u solution.—Yours, cle., FATIIER.
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100 Years Ago

fonture of our Mitzrah aml ordinury getherings, o pather
ing which In other Jowish  comupinnities  serves for  wn
inatrueting wanl refining oloment for young and ol ;o gatiering
which tends to encli individasl commmenting to bis fellowmen
I knowledge and oxperience religionnly, morlly and inteBectuslly;
n guthering whers the ticn of friondship are streagthened by
friendly intercowrne, convorsation, tomsts, and good wishes; a
grthoring where granes and innocent mmusements are devised for
tiie amusement of young und old, and ench individunl strivea to
entortain i fellowinen, and in in hiz torn entertained by them.
Surely wome of owr clens-headid mon will recegnive the above
skretch and wtrive when they give any entertainments not to
dotile theit pure howen by converting their voemn into gubling
roomn, Lo the ruin of their young children, who grow up gatnblors
by the bad cxample nod influsnee, amd will try to mueke our
partien a wnoral, socinl sl pleassut gathoring by introducing
gumes, toastd, spesches, music, dancing, intellectual conversations,
political disounsionm, Lo, und the gontleman who regerds & party
wn o pood clnes for winning money ean g und tey hia luck wt
nowoe pnmbing saloon, 1 there s any i Melbourne, — Hopiug suine
ubler pon will take the suatter up, 1 rewuin, yours, &,
UBSERVER.
2Th June, 1500,

¥, Luow, Wholesalo sud Retall Fruiterer wnd Covleotivner, 330 Lygoa-
atrest, Carlton,

THE EAST MELBOURNE HEBREW COXN-
GREGATION.

{To THE ERiTOR OF “'THE JEWISH BERALML')

DE.\R SIR,—The sizna nf the thnes are not encouraging. I

do not refer to the aceinl crisis which recentiy threatened
to overturn saciety (for even socinl erises comn to an end, however
ﬁngf'ring). Noram 1 tl;inking of ntmon[»hcric disturbancex which
recently did ro mueh barm.  But to wn ever-recurring danger,
which ia n|\~’n_\‘.a with us, und which threatens to do more Hartn In
retarding the progress of Judaisz than many of the forl-monthed
attacks of purblind auii Semites.  Need 1 say that it is the last
disgraceful exhibition st the meeting of the East Melbourue
Hebrew CGngrvgntEon which hus arcused my apprehensions and
cansed me to tremble for the welfare of that faith which we ureall
bound dearly to cherish 1 There appenra to b a kind of untoward
destiny which eompels & certain section of that congregation to
indulge in thes: finntic outhumsts—for [ can call theus by no vther
name. And this liest outhresk seeins to me to be more indefen-
Bibie and more inexcussable then wusual. Surely a hody of men,
who claim to uct rationally, must sec the dumage such conduct iy
bound to bring on the cause of Judaism. In my judgment, sir, a
_minule sectien of the members hes put s most unwarrantable
iorult upon the president of their insticution, and, threngh bim,
upon the senior minister of the Melbourne Hebrew Congregation,
and upon his congregation also.  In resigning his weat, M, M,
{Johen took the only manly and straightforward course open to
him, snd it should have been the duty of the members to have
supported him. It is to he hoped that at the next meeting the
wesbers of the congregation will expresa their disgnst at the
action taken by the lust eeting, when thirteen members ousted
the president from that ctfice to which he was unanimously elected
but iwo months previously. If that is not done, then, sic, many
others will continue to feel aw I do in regard to the conduct of
that small section—and thal ia,

HEARTILY DISGUSTED.







































