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FOREWORD

As President of the Perth Hebrew Congregation, I am proud to welcome this
account of the origins and development of onr Congregation through this special
issne of the Jonrnal of the Australian Jewish Historical Society. In celebration of
onr Centenary this publication gives us an insight into our history and tells of
our steady and continued progress, revealing much of the inuer life of our community.
Its particular value lies in its showing us that the founding, building and development
of our Congregation has demanded a selfless and deeply committed leadership and
membership. [ believe this history will awaken in onr hearts a love of community
and I hope it will exercise a strong inflnence on our young, helping them to be
aware that cach generation has a responsibility to the next.

Throngh these various articles there is an opportunity to see how an isolated
community in the Diaspora has maintained and enhanced traditional Judaism for
over 100 years, and how, at the same time, in remote Western Anstralia Jews
have flourished in the wider community and contributed to its progress.

This is a splendid and impressive publication for our Centenary Year and on
behalf of the Perth Hebrew Congregation [ heartily congratulate Dr. David Mossenson
and his team on their contribntion and acknowledge, with pleasnre, the snpport
of the Australian Jewish Historical Society in permitting this issne to be devoted
to our story.

Albert M. Saddik,
President,
Perth Hebrew Congregation.

On behalf of the Australian Jewish Historical Society I wish to congratulate
the Perth Hebrew Congregation on its Centenary. The Congregation has been the
mainstay of Jewish life in the State of Western Australia for 100 years.

I also wish to congratulate Dr David Mossenson and the Western Australian
Jewish Historical Society for the sterling work that has been done in connection
with the history of the Jews of Western Australia and in particular in relation
to the production of this edition of the Journal of the Australian Jewish Historical
Society.

Dennis Bluth B.A. LL.M.,
President,
Australian Jewish Historical Society.
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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION

Later this year the Perth Hebrew Congregation will complete one hundred years
of continuous operation. Of several sister organisations which arose in Western
Australia in the closing years of the last century it alone survived the passage
of time and flourished. The growing size of Perth’s Jewish popnlation consolidated
its role and influence. Throughout its history the congregation has been the core
institution of Western Australian Jewry and its place in the religions and social
life of the State cannot be nnderestimated. The expansion of recent times confirms
its ongoing capacity to promote the practice of orthodox Judaism in Wetern Australia.
In the circumstances the desirability of producing a commemorative publication
to mark the centenary is obvious.

Acting on behalf of the W.A. Jewish Historical Society I submitted a proposal
of this type to the Centenary Committee of the Congregation. The group entrusted
me with the responsibility of undertaking the project. From the outset a quality
historical work was preferred to any souvenir style of publication. In advancing
the local historical society’s proposition [ was aware that relevant research papers
were already in existence. Determining a list of topics to encompass other facets
of the congregation’s history presented little difficulty. Similarly, no problems were
encountered in obtaining authors with the necessary competence and enthusiasm
to tackle the research and writing tasks involved in preparing papers for publication.

The record of the Perth Hebrew Congregation extends from the early eighteen
nineties to the present time, but the Jewish presence in Wetern Australia began
more than sixty years earlier with the foundation of the Swan River Colony. Although
the number of Jews involved in those early days was quite small the exploits of
some of the individuals were noteworthy. With this in mind this publication has
been designed to consist of two sections. The first, and far larger portion, contains
fourteen articles which together provide a comprehensive account of the progress
aud achievements of the Perth Hebrew Congregation. The second, smaller part,
comprises six articles dedicated to the colonial period. Quite rightly the publication
can claim to outline much of the history of the Jewish people of Westeru Australia.

Intending to produce a scholarly work the local Jewish Historical Society concluded
that the preferred form of publication would be a special issue of the journal of
the Australian Jewish Historical Society. This journal enjoys an established reputation
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and possesses a large circulation which extends throughout Australia and beyond.
My negotiations with the Sydney-based Australian society proceeded informally
and amicably. The essential features of the agreement were as follows: all editorial
and production responsibilities and costs would be borne by the Perth Hebrew
Congregation, the style and format of the publication would conform to the standards
of the Australian journal, and the Australian society would be supplied with sufficient
copies to circulate to its subscribers leaving the Perth Hebrew Congregation free
to make whatever additional distribution it wished.

Acknowledgment must be recorded of many persons who contributed to the
preparation of this journal. Thanks are extended to the several authors, all of whom
readily accepted the suggestions and requests T made to them. Special assistance
was forthcoming from Mrs Louise Hoffman and Dr Keith Shilkin, office bearers
of the W.A. Jewish Historical Society, and from Rabbi Freilich, the group to whom
certain problems were rcferred from time to time. Dr Suzanne Rntland, editor
of the journal, readily agreed to delegate to me the responsibility for producing
this issue of the journal, and her action in this regard is appreciated. Particular
thanks are due to Mr Nate Zusman who proved to be my willing and invaluable
link with Sydney. Much of the credit for the cooperation which has characterised
this enterprise is due to his efforts. The president of the congregation, Mr Albert
Saddik, facilitated my task and ensured that no obstacles arose at any time. Thanks
must be expressed to Mr Michael Salkin, whose photographic skills were utilised
to enhance the list of illustrations. In this connection mention must also be made
of the cooperation forthcoming from several people, notably Mrs Ethel Saker, in
making photographs in their possession available for publication. The following
ladies contributed by typing manuscripts — Mrs Mandy Hymans, Mrs Linda
Freedman, and Mrs Maxine Green. Finally, the efforts of Mrs Naomi Zeffertt in
editing scripts, and Mr Dick Pilpel in printing the journal, were also appreciated.

David Mossenson.
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A CENTURY OF ENDEAVOUR

David Mossenson

The story of the Perth Hebrew Congregation closely parallels the progress and
evolution of Western Australian Jewry. Early it its history the congregation became
the dominant Jewish institution in the State, and today it remains the largest and
best equipped organisation in the community. Its purpose over the years has been
to maintain and advance the practice of orthodox Judaism in this remote corner
of the world. Despite fluctuating social and economic conditions, and changes in
the complexion of the population it serves, the congregation has pursued its primary
objective consistently and effectively. Possessing a proud record of achievement,
and a promising future, the Perth Hebrew Congregation approaches its centeuary
n 2 mood of optimism and thankfulness.

In Septeniber 1892 the urge to honour the holy days of the year, Rosh Hashanah
(New Year) and Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement), brought the handful of Jews
then resident in Perth together in order to engage in the age-old religious services.!
On the initiative of Solomon Levi Horowitz, a recent arrival in the colony, they
subsequently constituted themselves into an organisation adopting the title “Perth
Hebrew Congregation™. The foundation meeting was held on 13 November 1892.
Encouraged by modest additions to its membership the embryo organisation survived
its swaddling years and planned its future with growing confidence.2

Propitious circumstances developing in the mid 1890s launched the newly established
Perth Hebrew Congregation into the most productive phase of its history. The
institution’s origins had coincided with the gold discoveries which presently attracted
immigrants to Western Australia in unprecedented numbers. The Jewish component
of the influx raised the colony’s Jewish population to above twelve hundred persons
by the turn of the century. Despite the prior existence of a small Jewish community
in Fremantle, and the emergence of others on the goldfields, Perth quickly became
the focus of Jewish life in Western Australia.

During its formative period Perth Jewry was homogeneous to a surprising degree.
With few exceptions its members had been born and raised, or had spent long
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periods of time in the other colonies of Australia, or in Britain, before migrating
to Western Australia. Being thoroughly Anglicised they adapted readily to local
conditions and several became active in public affairs. Their adherence to traditional
Judaism was consistent with the practices and style formulated by the chief rabbis
of the British Empire during the nineteenth century.

The fledgling congregation effected its most noteworthy advances during the
presidency of Nathan Harris, 1894-97. Regular Sabbath services were conducted
by knowledgeable laymen in hired premises. A large block of land stretching between
Brisbane Street and Robinson Avenue on the northern outskirts of the town was
obtained from the government as a crown grant. The congregation was then
incorporated, a loan of £3000 was negotiated, and a building committee appointed.

Eighteen nincty-scven was the climactic year in the annals of the Perth Hebrew
Congregation. In March, Reverend David Isaac Freedman was installed as the
congregation’s and Western Australia’s firt ordained Hebrew minister. A twenty-
two year old graduate of Jews' College and the University of London, Freedman
retained the position for the remainder of his life serving the congregation with
distinction for a period of forty-two years. A few months later the Brisbane Street
Synagogue, with its adjoining manse, and cottages facing Robinson Avenue {to
be an investment) were completed.* With its pleasing facade of brick and stone,
including a circular tower and a large rose window, the synagogue was a landmark
in the district for nearly eighty years. The building could accommodate above three
hundred persons, but no more than 50 seats were in the women'’s gallery.

The congregation engaged other officials and with Freedman at the helm created
ancillary agencies to conduct men’s and women'’s burials, to supervise the supply
of kosher meat, and to provide help for the needy. From the outset Freedman
took charge of the religious school attached to the congregation. In the space of
five or six years a fully functioning orthodox Hebrew congregation had emerged.
When the critical decisions had been taken to recruit a minister from Britain and
erect a synagogue the organisation had had fewer than sixty members.

Early in the new century the arrival of more migrants and the improving balance
in numbers between the sexes highlighted the inadequacy of the small gallery in
the synagogue. In 1904 the ladies’ accommodation was more than doubled by extending
the upstairs section along the western and eastern sides of the building.® In the
following year a school house was erected at the rear of the synagogue. Containing
a hall with a stage, and a kitchen, as well as smaller adjoining rooms, the Princes
Hall, as the building was named, also served as the communal centre for public
meetings and social functions. While incurring heavier mortgage repayments the
congregation still conducted appeals for funds to relieve distressed Jewries in Eastern
Europe, and contributed to local charities such as the annual public hospital appeal.¢
The congregation, with Freedman offering an enthusiastic lead, gave full expression
to sentiments of loyalty to the British Empire by conducting special services in
the synagogue to mark all imperial events.
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By temperament and training, Freedman was well equipped to command the
esteermn of the congregation which had employed him. The direction he gave the
religious services, his clerical attire including use of the reversed collar on all cccasions,
and especially his sermons delighted his members. Not only did he participate eagerly
in all aspects of communal life but he identified himsell energetically with numerous
cultural, educational, and charitable endeavours in the wider community. His
acceptance of executive roles in public associations won him popular acclaim in
his community.

Mixed marriage and admission to Judaism were the most sensitive issues confronting
Freedman during the first ten years of his ministry. The dearth of Jewish women
in the colony in carlier times had induced a number of men to marry out of their
faith. While they and others were pleased to regard the wives and children as
Jews, everyone’s preference was to regularise the situation by process of formal
conversion. Sympathising with the families concerned, the young minister urged
their plight with the chief rabbi in London, who eventually sanctioned local
conversion, but only under specific conditions, including his prior notification and
approval in each instance.” Freedman then inducted a number of proselytes without
exciting Opposition.

The situation was dramatically reversed in January 1907 when the board of the
congregation, acting on its minister’s advice, sanctioned the admission to Judaism
of a Fremantle man who was marrying a Jewess.? The case was quite unlike the
earlier conversions and ignored the chief rabbi’s stipulations. News of the action
evoked an uproar which plunged the congregation into the most severe schism
in its history.

Following five months of bitterness and confusion marked by resignations and
a plethora of gencral mectings, saner counsels prevailed and the dissension subsided.
But not cveryone was prepared to allow the matter to rest. A small party of
critics remained unreconciled and proceeded to form a breakaway organisation.
Calling themselves the Perth chish Association, thcy conducted prayer meetings
claiming they would conform strictly to traditional practice in all matters. In this
atmosphere of acrimony Perth acquired its second orthodox Hebrew congregation.

While the new congregation was being established Perth Jewry was undergoing
a fundamental restructuring.® Foreign Jews, a tiny trickle in earlier decades, grew
in number as the new century advanced. In the five or six years which preceded
the Great War, the arrival of several hundreds of newcomers from czarist Russia
and Turkish Palcstine conferred a distinct Yiddish-Zionist orientation which proved
to be of enduring importance in the evolution of Western Australian Jewry. Sharp
differences in background and attitudes between the established Anglicised elements
and the growing numbers of Yiddish speakers produced lively clashes within che
community the effects of which did not readily disappear.

Unused to the formality of Freedman’s religious scrvices many of the newcomers
preferred the relaxed atmosphere cultivated by the rival congregation. The lower
fees charged by the Perth Jewish Association also appealed as many of the new
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arrivals were in straitened circumstances. Freedman, who was unrelenting in his
antagonism to the rival body. viewed the developing situation with mounting alarm.
When the Yiddish Debating Circle, which commanded a substantial following among
the recent immigrants, commenced holding meetings in premises used by the Perth
Jewish Association the minister resolved to intervene to preserve his congregation’s
premier role in the community.

Freedman's first move was to launch a membership drive for the Perth Hebrew
Congregation. Directing his efforts primarily to the “Yiddishers”, and utilisng
supportive individuals from that clement, his etforts achieved results. Many new
members were immediately enrolled and others agreed to join when their finances
permitted. The effects of the campaign, combined with the continued growth of
Perth Jewry through natural increase and migrants coming from Britain, overtaxed
the accommodation of the synagogue. In 1912 2 wider, higher section was added
to the southern end of the building, thereby adding 250 places to the seating.®

Freedman cxecuted a sccond masterly manocuvre when he created a new secular
organisation which he named the Western Australian Zionist Association. The
WAZA, as it came to be known, comprised a central exccutive and a range of
semi-independent bodies, cultural, social and Zionist, both English and Yiddish
speaking, incorporated under its umbrella. After some early stresses between older
and newer elements the organisation prospered, its membership soon numbered
several hundreds,and it rented club rooms of its own. With himself its president,
and the Yiddish Debating Circle casily its larget and most influential component,
Freedman had achieved his objective of ensuring that the mainstream of Jewish
life revelved around the Perth Hebrew Congregation.

Western Australian Jewry responded wholcheartedly to the national etfort during
the Great War. The enlistment rate for overseas service of young men in the
community was particularly impressive.” The Perth Hebrew Congregation for its
part raised money for patriotic purposes and at the same time responded to calls
from London for funds to assist Jewish communities in castern Europe devastated
by the war.!2 One or two congregational personalities received public recognition
for their voluntary services during the war, but by far the most notable contribution
was made by D. I. Freedman. Having been appointed Jewish chaplain to the Australian
Forces he departed for overseas in November 1915 and remained abroad on active
service for the next two and a half years.

While the plaudits Freedman received for his labours among the troops in Gallipoli,
the eastern Mediterrancan and France embellished his reputation, his absence grew
increasingly burdensome for his congregation. Zallel Mandelbaum, the shocher (ritual
slaughterer of animals and poultry) was called upon to deputise for the minister,
but attendances at Sabbath services declined alarmingly and enrolments at the Hebrew
School were also depleted. Meanwhile the Perth Jewish Association progressed and
purchased land in Palmerston Street preparatory to erecting its own synagogue.
Faced with these mounting worries the board of the congregation
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Russian IRehet Fund.

REPORT OF TIHE COMMITTEIRL

COMMETTT
I, CASPER, Chairman,
15, 1L KRUG, Treasurer.
ey, 1 [ FREEDMAN L DAVIS

1 MASLL J. SITARPE
S, L. HOROWITZ J. L. GLICK
5. COHEN 1AL GREEN, Hon. See.

When the reporls were received of the u]!p’:lll.in}{ horrors which
had Leen perpetrated upor onr sulfering co-religionists in Russia,
immediate stops were laken to express oir sorTow and m:hgnalun:.
A meeting of the community was held g the Prinee’s Hall en
Sunday, November tyth, 1yos,  Mr. 1. Cosper, President of the
Congregation, presided, and there wus a C:o‘.\'l‘lcl! atlendunee,
Resolutions of sympathy with our hrclhl_el_l. the victims of cruelty
and oppression, were pressed and o reliel lund_u]lenc_(l. A vom-
mittee was also appuinted o appeal to all Jewish residents in the
Siate to contribute to the Fund. The response was prompl and
hearty.  The sum of £427 wis remilled hy cable to the Rev. bir.
1. Adler, Clief Itabbi, London, requesting bim to hamd itov T
the committes nmder the Right Hounorable Lord I(O!.h*ic]\l]ll which
organised the Anglo-Anmerican Relief ]*'nmi_. Lu ;\l.m'eml)ur 2uth
a inrge pullic meeting, presided over by His Worship li:u: M:llyur of
Perth {Mr, H. Brown, M.TLAL was held at the Q}lueu 5 H'u.lll wiul
which it may be stated was the first public meeting !1:1(1 in the
Commonwealtl to denounee the horrors. Uhe reselutions passed
were :— N

15t Resolution.—"" Tlhat this meeting of the citizens of Perth,
representing all sections «f the communily, expresses its lorrorand
indignation at the outrages upon amd the mussacres uf Jews in
Russia,”  Speakers—His Lordship the Tishop of Verth, Hoa. T
Brigys, M.L.C., Mr. ¥, Hlingworth, M.L.A, )

and  Resolution.—" That  this meeling urges upon His
Majesty’s Ciovernment to use its hast influence wil!h’ lh‘e Rus=sian
autherities Lo prevent furtier atrocities upon Jews.”' Speakers—
Rev. (315 Rowe amd Mre. G J0 Morun,

21

3rd Resolution.—" That ITis Worship the Mayor e requested
to forward copies of Uese resolutions to His xcellency the
Governor - fur trunsmissiun o the  Imperial Government.”
Speakers—Rev. A, Deans, Mr. Hrebher, M.ILA., aud Mr.
Hardwicke, M.ILA,

4t Besolution.—* That the bhest thanks be given to His
Waorship the Mavor for presiding over the meeting.” Speakers—
Rev, DL I Freedman and Hon, L. Solomon,

ACKNOWLEDGAMENTS.
[Carv.]
Office of the Chief Ralli,
22 Finshury Square,
Lendon, sth December, 1ges.

My Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your
cherque for fzno, Lhe donation so generously contributed by your
Congregation o the Kusso-Jewish Relief Fund, [ have at once
forwarded the same to Messrs. Rothschild and Son, frinn whom you
will receive official acknowledgment. I leg to assure you that we
fully appreciate your sulstantial Lelp in this great need.  You will
no douhbt have secn the cablegram informing you of the steps that
have been tuken by us to endeaver to prevent the recurrence of
these horrible atrocities and to alleviate the safferings of the
survivers, —\With Lest wishes, T remain,

. {Spd.} H. ADLER.
Lo B Kruy, Fsq., Perth, WA,

[Carv.]

Mussrs. N AL Rotlselild and Sons present their compliments
to the Perth Hebrew Congregation, and in their vwn name and in
that of the Russn-Jewish Committee beg to express (heir most
sincere thanks for their generous donatien of /300 towards the

fund which is now being raised for the poor suflering Jews in
Riutsiia,

New Unurt, London,
sth Decomlbier, 14903,

[Cory.]
No. z07. Office of the Chicf Rahhi,
22 Finshury Square,
Loudon, January 23, 5666.
My Dear Sir,—I Leg to acknowledge with warn: thanks the
receipt of yourdrait for £12y, the second donation so generously
contributed by your Congregation tothe Russo-Jewish Relief Fund.

Report of W.A. Jewry’s First Overseas Relief Campaign.

L4
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negotated with congregations in Melbourne and Sydney to provide a replacement
chaplain. The exercise was protracted and it was not until July 1918 that Freedman
resumed his duties in Perth.

Freedman returned home in triumph. He now styled himself “rabhi”, having
received an honorary award from the authorities in Egypt. His congregation retained
his services by upgrading his contract when he received a lucrative offer of
employment trom the Great Synagoguce in Sydney. His presence at religious services
quickly tmproved attendances, and he had a similar effect on school enrolments.
Indicative of his new status the hoard of the congregadon accepted  his
recommendation to cease making suhmissions to London and to resolve locally matters
relating to admission of proselytes.?

The Perth Hehrew Congregation and the community it served tlourished during
the 1920s. The tmes were prosperous and the resumption of shipping hrought a
renewal of migration, again largely from castern Europe and Palestine. By the
close of the decade the State’s Jewish population reached two thousand tor the
tirse time. During the war years, and increasingly thereafter, the merging of the
two major components of the community, the British and the foreign horn, proceeded
apace, a process which the presence of recently arriving Yiddish speakers did little
to arrest. Equally significant was the increasing importance of the locally born
scgment of the community. Another noteworthy feature of the twenties was the
drift of Perth Jewish Association members to the Perth Hebrew Congregation once
they had adjusted to local conditions and could afford the higher charges. By the
end of the decade relationships hetween the two congregations had been transformed,
hostility had disappeared and the Palmerston Street Synagogue became a factor
of minor conscquence, maintained by a small number of stalwarts. Henceforth
religious observance among Perth Jewry was overwhelmingly identified with the
Perth Hebrew Congregation whose male seat holders had risen to number more
than three hundred and fifty by 1930.

Accommodartion presure, especially in the gallery, again necessitated a further
major alteration to the synagogue in 1928, The original section of the building
was widened and its roof raised to hring it into conformity with the addition
of 1912, As a result 200 additional seats were provided. The three modifications
of 1904, 1912 and 1928 more than doubled the original accommodation of 1897.
Capable of seating 850 worshippers, the synagogue was among the largest in Australia.

Associated with the blending of diverse elements during the post World War 1
period was the widespread acceptance by Perth Jewry of Freedman's approach
to orthodox Judaism. Few questioned the absence of a mikvah (ritual bath), nor
the makeshift nature of Freedman’s Beth Din (ecclesiastical court). Similarly, the
usc of non-Jews as purveyors of kosher meat was not challenged. Newcomers who
had carlier been disconcerted by the minister’s attire and style of religious service
came to accept both. Only Frecdman’s preference for a mixed choir was denied
himM The locally born certainly regarded the Perth Hebrew Congregation as
orthodox in fact as well as in name. Freedman’s interpretation of traditional Judaism
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that the accelerating northward shift of Jewish homes to the newer sub-divisions
ot Coolbinia, Yokine and later, Dianclla was rendering the Brisbane Street complex
of buildings unsuited to communal needs. The pathway to the future was foreshadowed
by the Maccabean League when it purchased twenty acres (cight hectares) of virgin
land 0 Yokine in 1950.2

Lare in the fifties when the Maccabean
(Maccabi) Memorial Grounds were

WEST AUSTRALIAN ZIONIST ASSOCIATION. §  becoming udlised for social as well as

: ' sporting purposes the siting of a future
Mcmorial Service ' communal centre became a lively

HEI AT THE

SYNAGOGUE, BRISEANE STREET, PERTH. congregational issuc. The Board of
ons the YEBESCIE of Management sought to perpetuate

™r. Theodor 1[3Cl'5{, activity around the old headquarters by

July 24, 1913, ' adding an expensive banquet hall on the
Tamuz 20, 5673,

Thursday,
remaining Brisbane Street land. The

EVENING SERVICE. #  proposal was hotly debated and finally
Serall of the Law taken out. rejected by the membership.2t After the
sy whe b controversy ended the Princes hall was
renovated with funds largely donated by

the Breckler tamily whase name the hall

Speciul Offerings.

ey TR bl

Scrod] of the Law replaced in the Ark, )
Address: Rev. DL FrEEDuay, BLAL E thﬁ‘n carrled.

Collection in zid of the lewish National Fuuad,

Events were to demonstrare that the
debate over the siting of the future
communal hall marked a turning point
in congregational and communal politics.
The old guard had played little or no

part in the acquisition of the Memorial

Hhvinia]

Herzl Yahrzeit Service, 1913.
Grou'ﬂds WhOSC Valuc bC‘CH]nG nore

obvious with the passage of every year. New leaders of new organisations located
their activities on the grounds, which came to contain vitually all of Perth Jewry’s
instrumentalities with the exception of its houses of worship.®

A more fundamental challenge confronted the Perth Hehrew Congregation after
1952 when it was forced to contend with the advent of progressive Judaism. Liberal
or reform Judaism had attracted intercst in Perth from time to time, but 1t was
i the post-war period when former refugees from central Europe were established
citizens that a popular following emerged. The enthusiasts who experimented with
late Friday night services conducted on progressive principles were quickly rewarded.
By the mid 1950s the Temple David Congregation had hcadquarters of its own
in Mount Lawley, a full-time minister, and some hundreds of members.

The presence of the new congregation generated bitterness in the community
as much because of the split it produced as over questions of doctrine. The leaders
of the Perth Hebrew Congregation, Abe Troy, president, and Rubin-Zacks, chief
minister, attacked the new organisation and modified their constitution to prevent
infiltration by supposed enemics. A bizarre situation occurred when the Perth
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Hebrew Congregation intervened to prevent the new movement from taking control
ot the virtuaily unused Palmerston Street synagoguc.” Another clement in the struggle
was the willingness of Chief Rabbi Brodie in London to raise Rubin-Zacks’s status
by conterring on him the honorary degree of rabbi. The Western Australian Board
of Deputies (tormerly the Advisory Board) acquired a morc positive role because
of the existence of the rival congregations. No longer in the position to dominate
the Board of Deputies, the Perth Hebrew Congregation nevertheless remained its
most influential constituent. Temple David’s support stemmed largely from the
uncommitted scerions of the community as the membership of the Perth Hebrew
Congregation was unaffected to any appreciable degree.

Religious cducation was hoosted in the 1950s by interested parents actively
supported by the Perth Hebrew Congregation. After the School Board had saffered
the disaster of recruiting a teacher tfrom Istacl who retused to take up the post,
the congregation complied with requests from the school and appointed a youth
minister — clhazan (cantor).® Other moves initiated by a younger group of parents
were alrcady moving in a ditferent direction which ted to the creation of the
Carmel Jewish day school® The Perth Hebrew Congregation’s and the Secligson
Trust’s financial assistance was crucial to the institution’s emergence and survival
in its formative vears. The congregation was also involved in defining the schoaol’s
admission policy denying entry to children of a non-Jewish born mother who had
not been converted in the orthodox tradirion.® Not surprisingly, the question proveked
irritation in Temple David Circles.

As Carmel School flourished, especially tollowing its establishment on the Maccabr
grounds, the role of the Perch Hebrew School deteriorated. The congregation
continued to maintain the part-time school in the interest of children net attending
the Jewish day school.

Rabbi Rubin-Zacks’s retivement fate in 1964 dhrough ill-health was the prelude
to a creative epoch directed by the congrcgation's new chief minister, Dr Shalom
Coleman. Unlike his predecessors, Coleman possessed rabbinic qualifications by
examination giving him the authority to reform a congregation more orthodox
in name than in fact. The new rabbi quickly moditied SYNagogue services to conform
fully with traditional practice. Having established Perth’s firse propcrly constituted
Beth Din he accepted converts to Judaism but exercised the power conservatively.¥
The rabbi played a part in the establishment of Perth’s first sukeah, he supported
the moves which established a communal kosher butcher shop in Mount Lawley,
and  he demanded the employment ot shomrine (supervisors) therein. Coleman's
insistence on kosher catering for communcal functions radically changed the popular
catering service conducted by the WIZO women. The rabbi’s religious reforms
and his dc;llings with opponcnts, Cspccia]ly the leaders of W20, evoked antagonism.
But he achieved the purpose of translavng the Perth Hebrew Congregation from

nominal to gennine orthodoxy.
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During the two decades of his ministry, 1965-85, Rabbi Coleman was also involved
in replacing old facilities with new buildings. The synagogue, now the last of the
amenities in use at the Brisbane Street complex, had become quite unsuited to
members few of whom still resided in its vicinity. Coleman tenaciously urged the
congregation’s requircments with the Minister for Lands. He was eventually rewarded
with a crown grant of about one hectare on the corner of Plantation Street and
aptly named Freedman Road.® The site was within a kilometre of the Maccabi
grounds and centrally placed in relation to the districts which contained most Jewish
homes.

After delays of various sorts, the new synagogue was completed and brought
into usc in 1974. The principal house of worship could accommodate well in excess
of one thousand members, but it was the increase in the women’s section, more
than the general increase, which represented the major advance on Brisbane Street.
The new cdifice also contained a number of offices and ancillary rooms, facilities
for food preparation, a hall, and a smaller place of worship for lesser services.
Some time later a mikvak was Installed and a Judaica bookshop was operated in
its precincts by voluntary workers. The DBrisbane Street and Palmerston Street
properties were sold, the two synagogues, so rich in communal hismry were
demolished, and the proceeds of the sales were added to the building fund.® Two
additional buildings erected in the period were a replacement ofel (meeting place
for mourners) in the Karrakatta Cemetery, and a modern food distribution centre
and kosher butcher shop on the synagogue site. This latter project removed the
earlier dependence on hired premises of dubious suitability.

Despite the attractive amenities which Perth Jewry acquired in the post-World
War Il era, dcmographica[ly the COTUMUIILY Was far from hcalthy. The combined
effects of cmigration, assimilation, and smaller families has taken their twll. The
State’s Jewish population, which in 1970 totalled about three thousand, was aging
to a degrcc which foreshadowed zero population growth in the not too distant
future. Happily, an upsurge in overseas immigration beginning in the mid-seventies
aud procceding in the dozen or more years which followed, reversed the damaging
trends. By 1986 the unofficial estimate of the Jewish population was about five
thousand, easily the largest in the community’s history.¥ The presence of some
hundreds of newcormners, the majority of whom were trom southern Africa, revived
tensions of the type experienced carlicr, but on a milder scale. Far morc significant
was the replenishment of Perth Jewry's human resources, as a large proportion
ot the new arrivals were young adults with children.

In the mid-cightics the Perth Hebrew Congregation encountered perplexing but
fortunately short-lived difficulties. Rabbi Michael Orelowitz, the new minister,
proved to be unsnited to local conditions and he voluntarily severed his contract
and left the State after an interlude of less than two years. At about the same
tinte the congregation cxpericnced severe tinancial problems. A newly elected Board
of Management headed by the current president tackled the matter energetically.
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whose consequence cannot yet be assessed was the arrival of the ultra-orthodox
Luhavitch movement operating from its own headquarters, Chabad House.

Rivalry berween the Perth Hebrew Congregation and the Temple David
congregation persisted during Rabbi Coleman’s ministry, but ameliorated in more
recent years. More important than the clashes of the protagonists was the changing
volume of support the two organisations commanded. Following internal dissension
the membership of the temple declined to around three hundred and fifty (counting
husband and wife individually} by the late seventies. Since that time the liberal
congregation has failed to increase its numbers despite the expansion which occurred
in the Jewish population.* By contrast the Perth Hebrew Congregation continued
to grow until its membership cxceeded six hundred families by the close of the
cighrics.¥ The diftering membership trends for the two congregations were somewhat
surprising because the progress which the temple had achieved in its early years
had fostered the belief that it would continue to grow through attrition from the
orthodox body. In point of fact movement has been in the opposite direction. Orthodox
Judaism and the Perth Hebrew Congregation remain the core religious institutions
in Western Australian Jewry, and by all indications will continue so for the foresecable
future.

The simation in which the Perth Hebrew Congregation finds itself after completing
one hundred years of operation is as encouraging as any in the past. Its membership
and resources are greater than ever before, and its place in the life of Western
Australian Jewry shows no sign of diminishing. Its real contribution has been its
capacity to satisfy the traditional religious needs of succeeding generations of Western
Australian Jewry. Immigrants established the congregation in the first instance and
immigrants from different sources sustained its vitality. For longer than the past
half century, however, locally born Jews have constituted the bulk of its memberhip
and assured its continuity. Neither fluctuating economic conditions nor the growing
sophistication of the commmnity weakened its role. Inevitably rivalries and clashes
of personality occurred on occasions within its membership, but its forward progress
has never been seriously impcded. The one doubt cast over the institution related
to the long-term viability of Western Australian Jewry, and not to any deficiency
in the organisation itself. That threat having been averted the Perth Hebrew
Congregation, like the community it serves, confronts the future confidently.

NOTES

1. Western Australia Census 18971 listed 43 Jews in the Perth district {22 males and 21 females).
A briet account of the carly activities of the PHC covering the years before annual reports were printed

L

is outlined in the introduction 1w the President’s Repors for 1897, This is the carliest PHC document in
eaistenee.

3. The 129 Jews in WA in 1891 rose to 1259 in 1901 {Census of Western Australia 1891 and 1901).
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Repore of the Building Commitzee appended te the PHC Anral Report Jor 1898

The pillars suppoerting the extensions necessitated removing the tiered seating on the ground floer of
the struceere.

PHC Asmaal Report for 1905,

Hermann Adler to Rev. Freedman, 5 December 1898, 25 March 1902; PHC Minutes 26 April 1903,

D). Mossenson, Hebrew Tsaefite Jews {Nedlands: UWAP, 1990), pp. 60, 91-3.

[bid. pp. 33-5, T8-42.

PHC Annnal Report for 1912.

Cur of a tatal popu].nion numbcring fewer than two thousand, 180 men served overseas and 47 died
O ACTIVE STTVICE,

PHC Awtaal Reports for 1915, 1916 and 1917,

PHC Minutes, 22 Feb., 13 May 1922

Ibid. 19 Junc 1924,

Westralion Judean April 1925; Jewish Herald 9 Aug. 1928

PHC Annual Report for 1909,

Thid. for 1929,

Thid. for 1941,

N. Zusman, “The W.A. Council of Jewish Affairs”, AJHS Journal Part 3 (1988).

PHC Minutes. 29 Aug.. i1 Sepr. 1943

Magcabean Aug. and Sept. 1994, Histralian Judean Oct. 1944,

Mossenson, clmp[cr iy,

The Maceabean Club was reorganised into the Maccabean League in 1949,

Maccabeant 21, 28 Sept. 1953; PHC Minutes, 4 Jan., 15 _[u|y [CLN

The Memorial Park contains sporting facilities, the Aged Home, Curmel School and the Jewish Centre.
Muccabean Sepr. 1953,

Perch chi\h Associanion Minuees, § _]11|y, 16 Aug.. 8 Nov. 1953,

PHC Minuges, 4 March 1959,

Mossensan, 177-8Bi

The congregation sought and ebtined @ ruling on the matter from the chiet rabbi in London. PHC
Minures, 25 Oct, 1961, 21 Jan, 1962,

With the shochet wha possessed a rabbinic degree and Rabbi Rubin-Zacks whe lived in Perth in retirement,
Coleman constituted a court composed of three rabhis.

PHC Minutes, 27 Sept 1967, Maccabean Oet., Nov. 1967

The Brisbane St complex was seld o the PMG Dept for $175,000. OF the buildings only the old Princes
Hall remains standing, The Perth City Council purchased the Patmersion St properry for $19,600 and
incorporated it in the Robertson Park spordng complex. The foundation stone and other artefacts of
the Palmerston St synagoguc were incorporated in the new building.

The census figure for 1986 was 3919 but nearly 3057 of Western Australians did not respond o the religious
denemination question.

PHC Annnal Reperts for 1987 and 1988.

Aossenson. p. 198,

The PHC brackees husband and wite wgether in its membership lists.
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PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 5658/1897*
Nathan Harris

As so many of the Congregation are newcomers, the usual Annual Report would
be unintelligible to them without reference to former proceedings; and I propose
giving a short account of the formation and growth of this Congregation. About
five years ago the few Jews in Perth met together and decided to procure a Sepher-
Torah and hold services on New Year and Day of Atonement; and the small Ark
which we only this month discontinued using was provided to held the Scroll of
the Law. The first mecting was convencd by Mr S.L. Horowitz, and was held
on 13 November 1892. The first President elected was Mr MLT. Wolff; Treasurer,
Mr A. Frecdman; Trustees, Messrs M.T. Wolff, S.L. Horowitz and A. Freedman;
Sccretary, Mr B. Fienberg. The consecration of the Térah was held at the house
and at the expense of Mr and Mrs H. Sam Cohen on 26 December 1892, and
for a long time the Ark and Torah were in his custody and the small Congregation
held occasional scrvices there. At the first Annual Meeting on 3 October 1893,
Mr S.L. Horowitz was elected President; Mr M. Cohen, our present Committeeman,
was Treasurer; B. Fienberg, Hon. Sec. The unexpended balance of funds, 11s.6d.,
was handed over to the ncw Teasurer. During this year laws and regulations were
made and printed which governed the Congregation until the Congregation was
incorporated. New Year and Atonement Services were held in the old Perth Club
Room, which Mr Freecorn lent us for this purposc. Passover Service was held
at Mr H. Sam Cohen’s residence in Stirling Street. At the next Annual Meeting,
held 16 September 1894, the tollowing officers were elected:- President, Mr N. Harris;
Treasurer, P. Seeligson; Committee, Messts J. Richards, M. Shrimski, S. Epstein,
H. Sam Cohen and H. Seeligson. The Treasurer handed over the unexpended balance
of the previous year, amounting to £9 7s.6d. At this meeting objection was taken
to some gentlemen voting who had not been members six months, and a resolution
was passed that if six months subscription was paid they would be entitled o
vote at all General and Special Meetings. Qur first care was to ask the Government
for a suttable grant of laud, and after some uegotiations the present site was given
to us. Having secured the land our next effort was directed to procure money
to build a synagogue and Miuister’s residence; and at a geueral mecting of members
held on 24 April 1895 a Building Committee was elected for these purposes, and
consisted of Mr N. Harris, as President; P. Secligson, Treasurer; Committee, Messrs
A. Freedman, S. Herman, J. Richards, M. Rubinstein, S.L. Horowitz; and M. Samuel,

“This was the fiest Awnual Reporr of the PHC w be printed. Iv has the addidional virte of sonmuarising

the Congregation’s progress during fos carliest years 1892-96. [Ed.]
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Hon. Sec. Later, Mr S.L. Horowitz resigned his position. Each member was supplied
with a Subscription List, and some other gentlemen also consented to receive
subscriptions for us. A separate account was opened in the Western Australian
Bank, but it took many months before £200 was collected. Contributions making
such slow progress, we decided to have the Congregation brought under the
Incorporation Act (which had been passed that session) for the purpose of borrowing
money on mortgage of our property. Having been registered as an mcorporated
body we were able to make a start with building, and invited plans to be submitted
to a General Meeting on 7 May 1896. The design of Mr Wolf, as you see was
now completed, and later the contract was let to Mr M. Cohen tor the sum of
£1,500. The memorial stone was laid with great eclat, on 13 October last, by Lady
Smith, on behalf of His Excellency Sir Gerard Smith, K.C.M.G., Governor of
this colony, aud by the Rev Mr Boas, of Adclaide, who had accepted our invitation
to assist us in the ceremony. This brings us within the scope of the Building
Committee’s Report, which will be presented to the Congregation later on; also
to the Annual Report proper. At the last Annual Meeting, held on 31 August,
the following officers were clected:- President, Mr N. Harris; Treasurer, Mr A. Kott;
Committee, Messts S. Herman, G. Saunders, J. Richards, S.H. Cantor, M. Cohen;
Hon. Sec., M. Samucl. The proceedings at the meeting have been read to you;
and early in October our newly elected Treasurer, Mr A. Kott died. This, together
with the illness of His Exce”ency the Governor, induced us to postponc the ceremony
of laying memorial stones to 13 October, and a letter of condolence was sent to
the widow of our deeply regretted Treasurer. On 1 November, Mr S.H. Cantor
was clected to the vacant office.

MINISTER

It had been decided at a General Meeting held the previous July that a Minister
should be chosen for us by a committee consisting of the Rev Dr Adler, Sir Simon
Monrtague, and the Rev D. Singer; the gentleman nominated for us was the Rev
12.1. Freedman, B.A., who arrived in Perth late in March when the members and
ladies of the Congregation gave him a public reception. His introductory Service
was held in the Oddfellows’ Hall, on 3 April, and most impressive Sermons and
Services have been conducted by him every Sabbath evening and morning besides
on other suitable occasions. A letter of thanks was sent to the gentlemen of the
sclection committee for Sending us such an able, zealous, and learned young mian
for our Minister. We feel sure you will agree with us that we were most fortunate
in obtaining the services of Mr Freedman who has already done so much good
tor our social and religious intcrcourse. Your comittee recommend with the consent
of the Reverend gentleman that monthly Sunday Mincha and Marev Services be
held in addition to the usual Sabbath and Festival Services, and await your adoption
of this recommendation before arranging for the same. The Minister has also
forwarded a request to the committee that the Congregation should insure his life
for £1,000, and pay for the same out of the Congregational Funds. This matter
the committee place before the meeting and ask for their directions without any
recommendation for or against the proposition.
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of this scheme were arranged prineipally by Mr S. Herman and our late Honorary
Secretary, Mr Samuel, together with our Honorary Solicitor, Mr M.L. Moss, and
to these gentlemen the thanks of this Congregation arc tendered for their valuable
assistance. The question of the future trusteeship of rents and Sinking Funds will
also be dealt with in the Building Commuittee’s Report.

SHOCHET

By autharity of the General Meeting held on 10 January, the committee engaged
Mr Swartz on 21 February as Shocher for one month at £2 per week. The engagement
was renewed cach month with the hope that Mr Swartz would pt‘.rform his duties
1o the better satisfaction of the members, bur finding no improvement they gave
him one month’s notice on 1 June. Mr B. Lenzer was written te and offered the
position of Shecher Shomas collector and Assistant Reader under the direction of
the Reverend Mr Freedman, at a salary of £2 per week and 5 per cent commission
on his collection, including rentals. This appointment was confirmed for twelve
manths by a General Meeting called tor this purposc.

SCHOOL

The Education Board Comumittee ask the Congregation to take over their liabilicy
of rent tor school in the Oddfellows™ Hall, which the Board of Management
recommiend. as the Education Board has no funds to pay it with. The school fees
collected previous to the Minister’s arrival were used ro pay the first two months’
rent, £3 10s., and the balance to pay tor school books and their requisites tor rthe
scholars. The congregation’s obligation was to provide a school room, and, being
unable to do so on their own premises, the charge on rental should be paid from
Congregational Funds. This formed one of the pleas tor the collection that was
so liberally responded ro at the Consecration Service held lately, and the Board
of Management requests vour adoption to this recommendation. A report from
the Secretary of the School Board will be presented later on.

CHIEF RABBI’'S FUND
On 21 March a letter was received trom P. Ornstein, the Secretary, asking the
Congregation to contribute towards this. As we have not our Synagogue paid for
we can fairly claim exemption. On enquity we are informed that the usual
contribution is £5 a vear. The Board of Management put this matter before the
members without any recommendation, and ask them to decide as they think proper.

On 21 March, we received a letter from Scerctary of the Melbourne Hebrew
Congregation asking us to unite with other Australian Hebrew Congregations 1n
presenting a joint Anstralian Jewish Address to Her Majesty the Queen on the
occasion of the Sixtieth Amniversary of her coronation, This was consented to and
our contribution to this was £2.2s. A photo of this really beautiful address has
been recetved and is now placed on the table for inspection.

FUNERALS

We have had to bury at the congregational expense five members of our faith
since our last annual meeting, and this has been w unexpected source of expenditure.
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Our appeal for aid under this item was also liberally responded to at the Consecration
Ceremony; and, apart from that, we know that it would not in any case have
been called into question by the members, as, failing our paying for the funeral
and performing the rights, they would have had paupers’ graves at the expense
of the Government.

DONATIONS OF SHULE FURNISHINGS

Mrs H. Cohen has given the Congregation a white silk Ark Curtain embroidered
and trimmed with gold fringes.

Mr A. Cohen, a bluc sitk velvet Ark Curtain.

Mr J. Richards, « Sepher-Torah and Manteli.

Mrs G. Saunders, a white silk embroidered Manteli.

Mr and Mrs Rubenstein, a Filigree Silver Jod (Pointer).

Mr J. Harris, of Menzies, a Silver Cup.

Mr Saunders, of Adclaide, per Reverend M. Saunders, a Megillah.

We also requirc a White and Blue Cover for the Reading Desk, a pair of Silver
Candclabra for the Reader’s Desk, another Sepher, and three sets of Silver Bells
for the Sephorim. Any lady or gentleman willing to present these articles will please
cotnmunicate with the Secretary.

CHOIR

A choir has been formed by the ladies and gentlemen of the Congregation (by
the ladies principally), and, under the persistent coaching of the Reverend
Mr Freedman and the leadership of Mr Mendoza, have obtained a fair cxtent of
cfficiency and to their assistance the success of the recent Consecration Service
is largely due.

The lust item to report is the Consecration of our Synagoguc which took place
on 1 October, and was a satisfactory crown to three years of work on behalf
of this Congregation. As you must all agrec it was a mosr successtul function in
every way. There was a large, influential and representatve gatheriug. The Choir
sang in good time and tune. The Revereud Mr Freedman delivered an able and
carnest address, the ofterings amounted to nearly £130. Everything exceeded our
expeetation, and must have been as gratifying to the members as it was to our
Minister and tbe Board of Management. We trust the Congregation will extend
the same loval support to our successors as they have given to us. The emulation
shown in the number of nominations tor the different offices is a healthy sign
of the interest taken by members in the affairs of the Congregation.

In conclasion, we hope that the good fecling existing amoug us may be continued,

uniting us in the bonds of brotherhood, of race and re]igion, and that all of us
will do our best to advance the interests of the Perth Hebrew Congregation.

N. HARRIS,
President.
Perth, 12 Scptember 1897,
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THE PRACTICE OF ORTHODOX JUDAISM
Rabbi D.Y. A, Freilich and Leila Holfman

Orthodox Judaism is based on halackah (Jewish Law). It acknowledges the divine
authenticity of the Torah (Five Books of Moses), and the authority of the Oral
Law, made up of the interpretation of written law by rabbinic sages. Orthodox
Judaism never steps out of the guidelines of halachah, but there is, within its
circumference, room for different interpretations as well as both lenient and stricter
adhercnce. The three bases for the religion are the home, Jewish education and
the shule (synagogue).

Rabbi Freilich expresses his aims thus:

The main goal of the various Synagogal activities is to teach the
community that Judaism is not . . . forbidding, cold, outdated . . .
but a welcoming, warm and very contemporary way ot life. This
must be shown to our young people it we wish to retain them.
Tllcir]udaism should not be seen as ot of “don’tdo’s™ but perecived
by them as a religion which is open to their every need.?

HOME

The home is the basis of Judaism from whick all acuvites spring and where
the child learns duties to G-d and duties to man. It is the home which ensures
he has a Jewish education, attends the synagoguc, and involves himself with the
needs of the congregation.

The beauritul Friday night service with the lighting ot candles, blessing the children 2
sraising the wife as a woman of worth,? typifics Jewish family love and unicy.
[ g YP Y b
Hospitality is onc of many Jewish duties, and guests are often invited, especially
on Sabbath and festivals. The latter are occasions lor extended-family gatherings.
Perth Hebrew Congregation (PHC) Facilities support the home: the PHC Bookshop
supplics a wide range of books and religious artefacts tor Sabbath and festivals;
and the Kosher Foed Centre supplies kosber meat and bread. and other foodstutts.
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4 booklet on the New Year and the Day of Atonement which was distributed
to shule-gocers on New Year.

Historically, PHC members started the Perth Hehrew School, seill under the
auspices of PHC; and Carmel School, a separate body. At present, the rabbi is
the halachic authority for Carmel School. He is an honorary regular part-time
teacher there, taking classes in years 11 and 12, His aim in doing this 15 to establish
personal contact with those approaching adulthood. Good relations exist between
the school and the PHC, and recent presidents have allowed Carmel School to
have a number of functions in the synagogue building,

SYNAGOGUE AND RELIGIOUS SERVICES

Services are held twice daily with Torah (Five Books of Mascs) readings Sunday,
Thursday. Sabbath, Rosh Chedesh (New Moon) and holy days. Religious Jews live
within walking distance of shule for they may not ride on Sabbath or holy days.
Sabbath services are held Friday night and Saturday morning which men, women
and children attend, The Sabhath morning service includes readings [rom the Torah
and Prophets; and vanous blessings and prayers. Special prayers are said for the
roval tamily, royal representatives, and the people of Australia, the State of [srael,
and the Israch Defence Forces. Printed sheets giving Torab readings in Hebrew
and English, as well as commentary sheets are availahle.

Boys rcaching age thirteen have an individual Bar Mitzvah ceremony. They read
portions of the Torah and Prophets; some read part of the service, and the rabbi
(or in some cases the father) blesses the boy.!

Girls 1eaching age twelve have a group Bar Mitzvah ceremony. Two ditferent
ceremonics are held, cach backed by an education programme of some months.
Carmel School organises the one for its students, while Rabbi and Rabbanit Freilich
organise the other.

PHC holds 4 communal Seder for Pesach, and a luncheon tor Simchat Torah.
Carmel School arranges shabbatons (Friday night dinners and services) at PHC. This
cnables students to experience a Friday night service it they do not have once at
home. PHC Purim and Chanukah celebrations include enterrainment and other
activitics to delight the young. A large communal chanukiah {candelabra) is lit on
Chanukah. A large succah (leat covered booth) is built for Succoth, and congregants
gnthcr there after the service for refreshments.

All refreshments, whether at home or shule are accompanied by blessings which
sanctify the taking of food and wine.

Other special services are held for holy days, some late at night.> Monthly Sephardi
services have started, for while congregational unity is desirable, Rabbi Freilich
teels we should always keep our own unique family traditions.

JEWISH COMMUNAL FACILITIES

Thesc are facilities provided for the whole Jewish comniunity and are not restricted
o PHC members.
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KOSHER FOOD SERVICES AND KASHRUT

The shocher, David Yacob, is the man qualified and employed to ritually slaughter
permitted animals and birds. He operates under the halachic authority of Rabbi
Freilich and the Kashrut Authority of WA,

Under the supervision of Rabbi Freilich, the shochee also did the field work
of checking products in factories and putting together the Perth Kashrut List. (This
is an update and new format of the list started by Rabbi Coleman.) Now Rabbi
Freilich continues the work, supported by a group of young religious helpers. In
1991 there was, for the tirst time, the production of some local, properly supervised,
Kosher Le Pesach goods, including soft drinks, sorbet and cheese. Kosher meat
is sold by the Kosher Food Centre in premises owned by the PHC in the shule
grounds. Parking is easy and convenient to the shule office. The Kosher Food Centre
is under Jewish management, but employs non-Jewish butchers. Kosher bread has
been baked on the premises since 1988, Other kosher food stutts are sold there,
and 1t is a distribution point for Pesach goods annually. At the time of writing,
locally produced Cholov Yisroel milk and kosher wine are planned. Several kosher
catering services exist as well as a kosher restaurant-and-take-away. Food venues
and services mentioned are under the supervision of the Kashrut Authority of WA.

FROM BIRTH TO DEATH

Brit Milah (Religious Circumcision)

Perth is fortunate to have Jewish doctors who meet the religious and technical
rcquirt‘mc‘nts to qua]ify as mwohelin, those who pc‘rform brit milah. Doctors preft’rrc‘d
o do this in hospitals for rcasons of safety, but arc now encouraged to use the
shule as having greater religious significance. The sandek (godfather) sits in Elijah’s
chair, and holds the baby whilc the circumcision is pertormed.

Young Adults’ Activities

Activitics for young unmarried arc organised by Rabbi and Rabbanit Freilich both
in their home and at other venues, and have resulted in some weddings. PHC
has a youth committee which arranges outings; and it provides a phone and premises
where the youth movement, Bnei Akiva, can mect.

Marriages

Marriages under a chupah (wedding canopy), were always performed in the
synagogue, but are now sometimes held at other venues. Blessings and prayers
are said, and parents otfer wine to both bride and groom to symbolise their acceptance
into the family. The ketubbah (marriage contract), is read out. The bridegroom breaks
a glass to signity that even in our joy we remember the destruction of the Temple
of Jerusalem.
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BAR MITZVAH PRAYER
{formerly used in Brisbane St Synagogue)

Almighty and Merciful G-d:

At this sacted moment of my life, I come near unto Thee to ask Thy blessing.

Entering upon my religious wmajority, I take upon myself the fulfilment of duty which falls
upon a Son of the House of Israel.

Help me 10 bear myself with honour and credit. Help me to understand the pride 1 should
feel in my glorious ancestry, and in the men and women who, down through the ages, have
upheld so heroically Thy Holy Name.

I ask Thy blessing (Y Lord, for my beloved Father and Mother.

Grant them length of days, the joys of prosperity, health, happiness and peace.

Fill our home with joy and gladness, and unite us all in the bond of love.

May I know that Thou art with me, to give me courage to do my duty and to perform
zealously all that is required of a devoted Son of the Jewish Covenant.

Atmen.

(Attributed to Rabbi D.1. Freedman.)

Perth Chevra Kadisha, Funerals, Mourning
Established in 1896, the Perth Chevra Kadisha is one of the oldest

and most important organisations within the Jewish community.
The objects of the Chevra Kadisha are to perform the Tahara
(preparation of the body) and the burial according to halacha and
to perform such services as are required for the dying, the dead
and the mourners. The membership consists of dedicated men and
women who, in an cntirely voluntary capacity, devote themselves
to the performance of this holy work.”

Funeral services are conducted by a rabbi in the Jewish portion of Karrakatta
Cemetery in the Ohel (Prayer Hall). Mourners proceed to the graveside where
more prayers are said. The coffin, religiously required to be a plain wooden box,
is lowered and mourners shovel a small quantity of sand on it. No flowers are
permitted at a Jewish funeral.

The Chevra Kadisha, once part of the PHC, became autonomous in 1992, although
still under the halachic authority of the rabbi. PHC built and paid for the first
Prayer Hall in 1906, but in 1983 it was the Chevra Kadisha who erected the second
Prayer Hall, financed by their sale of memorial plaques in shule. The plaques are
lit on the eve of the yarhzeit (anniversary of death according to the Jewish calendar).

Jewish people kecp seven days’ mourning, saying kaddish (a memorial prayer)
during this time. On the yarhzeit of parents or spouse, a memorial candle is lit
in the home and kaddish is said at shule. A minpan (ten men over the age of thirteen)
must be present.

Man’s Duty to Man
“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself” is fundamental to Judaism.® This includes
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kindness in word and deed, visiting the sick, charity to the poor, and a ban on
foshor hora (hurting people with words).

Rabbi Freilich visits the sick weekly, as his predecessors did.

He has instituted an official Chaplaincy service ncorporating all the orthodox
Jewish clergy in Perth.

Money tor charity to the poor is collected in congregational rzedaka {charity)
money boxes (hut not on Sabbath when handling of money is torbidden). There
are also societies and trusts handling charity on a larger scale.

Because it is a duty to “make peace berwen man and his tellow’™™ loshon hora
{cvil tongue}, or hurting people with words, is torbidden. The daily services include
the praver. “Guard my tongue from evil and my ]ips from speaking gui]c”.‘“

CONCLUSION

Some say, “Therc was nothing here ull T came™. But they ignore the efforts
of past rabbis and congregations. Many migrants strnggled to make a living in
the days betore the dole and social security.

We pay tribute to past rabbis, each of whom did his best according to his training,
personality, and the times and conditions of his term of othce. We pay tribute
to the congregants who ching to the commandments and “taught them diligently
to their children™ so that we are here today. We thank them and G-d who have

“kl.‘pt 115 'J.livt’ ;lnd hilVC PrCSCrV[’.'d us i:lnd h'dve t‘nabltf'd us to l_t‘ach thiS SCaSOn”.ll
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THE RABBINATE

A significant teature of the Perth Hebrew Congregation’s operations over the
years has been the length of service provided by its chief ministers. Reverend
D.I. Freedman, the foundation appointee, occupied the office for forty-two years.
Rabbi Rubin-Zacks, his successor, filled the position for twenty~five years, and Rabbi
Coleman, the third chief minister, controlled the religious affairs of the congregation
for twenty years. Only Rabbi Orelowitz, the next appointee, served brieﬂy for
an interval of less than two years. The presemnt incumbent, Rabbi Freilich, took
charge in mid-1988, and for many congregants his ministry already promises to
emulate those of his earlier predecessors.

DAVID ISAAC FREEDMAN*
Phillip Masel

Rabbi Freedman OBE, BA, VD, JP, was Minister to the Perth Hebrew
Congregation from March 1897 tll June 1939. During that long pertod he was
a dominating figure, exerting a powerful influence for good, formulating the character
of his congregation, setting a noble example in every phase of communal life.
In every communal activity he was well to the fore. The history of the Congregation
and the career of its first Minister are so closely linked together that a sutdy of
one would be incomplete without a stndy of the other.

“This biographical sketch was written by the lawe Mr. Phillip Masel for inclusion in the congregation’s souvenir
publication, The Stery of the Pertk Hebrew Congregation 1896-1946. [t has been repraduced here with che permuission
of his daughter. Mrs. K. Arkwright. The fow addidons made o the original article are show in brackets.[]
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David Isaac Frecdman was born at Eperise in Hungary on 2 April 1874. The
son of Moses Freedman, a London merchant, he was educated at the University
and Jews’ College in London, and came out to Western Australia in 1897, conducting
his first service in the Oddfellows’ Hall. In December of that year he married
Miss Ammie Florence Cohen, who had followed him from London.

Between 1915-1918 the Rabbi served with the A.LF. as a Chaplain-Major at Gallipoli,
France, Belguim, Egypt and Palestine. In 1933, accompanied by Mrs Freedman,
he again went abroad, this time to act as Australian delegate at the sixth biennial
conference of the British Empire Service League. While in London he accepted
an invitation to act as substitute Australian Delegate to the Fourteenth Assembly
of the League of Nations in Geneva.

A gifted and forceful speaker, he was never afraid to use the pulpit for reproof
and correction when the need arosc, and his sermons cxcrcised a profound influence
upon the lives of his congregants.

In addition to his Rabbinical duties, he rendered outstanding communal service
as headmaster of the Hebrew School. He revolutiontsed teaching methods by writing
and setting to music over 150 songs which cover the major teachings of the Jewish
religion. The simplicity and efficacy of this method of instruction brought high
praise from educational authorities in various parts of the world.

The Rabbi was president and founder of the W.A. Zionist Associarion, the
Australian Jewish Welfare Society, the Jewish Returned Soldiers’ Circle, and the
Hebrew Dramatic Society. [In 1900 he formed the Perth Zionist Socicty which
was the ploneer Zionist organisation in Australia.] He was keenly interested in
a number of other communal organisations, to which he gave invaluable service
wheuever aud however it was required.

The great work done within his own community was equalled by his services
to the State. Among the more important positions which he held were: member
of the University Senate; trustce to the Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery;
Statc President of the Returned Soldiers’ League; President of the Children’s
Protection Society; President of the Victoria League, Institute and School for the
Blind, aud the Soldicrs’” Children Scholarship Trust; Chairman of the Prison Gate
Committee, and of the Education Board for children of deceased soldiers; Past
Senior Grand Warden of W.A. Frcemasons; President of the Perth Repertory Club.
[In his earlier years in Perth, Reverend Freedman had been President of the Literary
Secieties Union of Western Australia, Chairman of the Perth District Board of
Education for six years, and an cxecutive and foundation member of the Children’s
Hospital aud the Home of Peace.]

His humanity was not limited by border or creed. To him the distressed cry
from the orphaned son of an Australian fellow-soldier and the distressed cry trom
the homeless son of a German fellow-Jew sounded equally urgent. He never forgot
his responsibilities as a Rabbi; he was always mindful of his duties as a citizen.
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By his perfect co-ordination of spiritual strength and national devotion, he did
much to cnhance the good name of the Jew as well as to influence the character
of his community and the direction of its development.

Even when his health was beginning to fail, his activities did not lessen. On
4 wintry morning in June, 1939, he left his home to attend an exccutive meeting
of the Returned Soldiers’ League. Collapsing as he entered Anzac House, he was
hurried to the Perth Hospital, but died next day, on 23 June 1939. At the funeral
service, which was semi-military in character, Reverend L. Rubin-Zacks said: “He
died as he would have wished — in the service of God, in the service of Jewry,

]

i the service of his fellow men.’

R ABBI LOUIS RUBIN-ZACKS MA (Lond.}, JP
Ossie Tuﬂer

The Perth Jewish Community first became aware of Rabbi Rubin-Zacks when
he was invited as the rabbi of the Adelaide Hebrew Congregation to make the
tuneral oration for Rabbi DI Freedman in 1939,

Some six months latcr he left Adelaide with his wife Betty to become the second
rabbi of the Perth Hebrew Congregation.

Louis Rubin-Zacks was born in London on 17 October 1909. His early childhood
was difficult. His brothers and sisters were separated and each was brought up
by a different tamily. He was very poor, wore ill-fitting secondhand clothes and
studicd by candlelight. A brilliant student, he won a scholarship to Oxford, but
was unable to accepe it “because social commitments would have demanded more
money'’ than he had. Perhaps the rigours ol bis childhood enabled him to have

compassion f-Of thOSE under Stress.

After training at Jews' College, he accepted a call to the Adclaide Hebrew
Congregation in 1935, He was fond of telling the story that one of the big decisions
in his life was whether to accept an offer to join the London firm of Ladbrokes
or make a carcer in the ministry. When Jewish communal life presented problems
he often regretted his decision.

His wite Betty was an accomplished soprano and they both loved to harmonise
during the Birchat Hamazon at simchas. It went without saying in those days that
the rabbi was the chairman at weddings and Bar Mitzvah celebrations. In 1942
he introduced Perth to the Bat Mitzvah celebration.
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At the Maurice Zeffert Home he officiated at all the services until he died. He
was more than generous to the Maurice Zeffert Home and the G. Korsunski-Carmel
School.

There was no pretence of being a great leader. In his earlier years he enjoyed
attending Jewish sporting fixtures, particularly when Maccabi Carnivals were held
in Perth. During the latter years he loved to be on good mate terms with his
congregants. Like many leaders, his popularity was enhanced after he retired and
e enjoyed his last days amongst the people who knew him well. He died on
24 January 1983 aged seventy-three.

RABBI SHALOM COLEMAN CBE, AM, JP.
Born 5.12.1%18 in Liverpool, UK.
BA, BLit Universicy of Liverpoo]
MA University of South Africa
PHD University of Orange Free State

Ossie T Zlﬂer

An era began at the Perth Hebrew Congregation when president Gordon
Bloomtield returned from Sydney to introduce Rabbi and Mrs Coleman and their
tamily to the members.

One could sense a change in the tempo of Jewisb life and this became apparent
when be took up his position as chief rabbi of the PHC in 1966. With his wifc
Anna, daughter Romaine and son Martin, he settled into the congregation owned
tormer house of Simcha and Rochma Edelman, on the corner of Adair Parade
and Inverness Crescent and transformed it into a rabbinic residence with a formal
entertainment area Upstairs.

The forty minute walk from home to the Brisbane Street shule and the same
distance back was one of the hidden benefits of his salary package, one which
will no doubt stand him in good stead in the many years of good health which
hopetully lie ahcad. During this walk many discussions took place and inspiration
tor scrmons was gathered.

Under the guidance of Rabbi Rubin-Zacks, Jewish public functions were milchick

WIZO catered affairs. Tightening up on Kashrut was only one of his many carly
challenges, as he sought to introduce fleishig simchot along eastern states lines.
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powers of persuasion and the dignity of his position in the Perth Jewish Communty,
a grant of land was made available to the Perth Hebrew Congregation in 1967

in Freedman Avenue.

Anyone walking into his library could sense the love of books that only a scholar
has. An avid reader and book reviewer he is also the author of Hosea Concepts
in Midrash and Talmud (Bloemfontein, 1960); Habbakuk in Rabbinic Doctrine (1965);
“Malachi in Midrashic Analyses” (prepared manuscript); What is a Jewish Home
(1978); What is a Synagogue (1982); A short history of the Karrakatta Cemetery (1979);

and numerous articles in local and international academic literary journals and press.

Like many Perth Jewish parents, he has the misfortune of his children living
elsewhere. His son Martin is living in Melbourne and his daughter Romaine with
her family in the United States. However, the name of Coleman still has a high
profile in Western Australia. The North Perth Dental Clinic was renamed the
Shalom Coleman Dental Clinic in honour of his chairmanship of the Board of
the Perth Dental Hospital from 1984-89 after ten years as a board member. Close
to the Smythe Road entrance of the Karrakatta Cemetery, the Shalom Coleman
Grove was dedicated in 1989 as a tribute to fifteen ycars service as a trustee of
the Cemetery Board.

His interest in freemasonry of which he has been a member since 1957, led to
him being grand chaplain for 1977-79.

In addition to being a visible Jew in all the roles mentioned, he was a member
of the Senate of Murdoch University from 1978 to 1987, a vice-president of the
Save the Children Fund from 1967, and a vice patron of the St John Ambulance
Association from 1967.

Following his marriage to Elena Doktorovich, his already broad interest has
expanded even further to embrace the organisation of Russian newcomers to the
comimunity.

In recognition of his work for youth, education and the Jewish community, Rabbi
Coleman was awarded the CBE (Commander of the Most Excellent Order of
the British Empire) in the Queen’s 1981 New Year Honours. In the 1990 Australia
Day Queen’s Honours, Rabbi Coleman was awarded membership of the Order
of Australia, and is the only rabbi to have received imperial and Australian honours.
Recently he has been made honorary life president of the Association of Rabbis
and Ministers of Australia and New Zealand.

Following his retirement in 1985 he helped to bring Rabbi David Freilich from
Sydney to Perth to carry on where he left off. He continues to serve the PHC
when required.

Ad Mea Ve'Esrim.
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RABBI MICHAEL S. ORELOWITZ MA, New York

David Mossenson

Rabbi Coletnan’s successor, Rabbi Orelowitz, occupied the position of chief minister
of the Perth Hebrew Congregation for a period of two years.

Rabbi Orelowitz was born in Johannesburg, South Africa, in 1956. His major
tertiary studies were undertaken in New York. He acquired the following
qualifications of the Yeshiva University in that city: BA in economics, MA in modern
Jewish history, and Smicha from the Theological Seminary of that institution. In
addition he studied in Jerusalem where he obtained authorization for Shechita and
Mila.

For a period of fifteen months he taught at the renowned Maimonides School
in Boston, living in the home and studying with the celebrated sage Rabbi Joseph
Soloveitchik, during that time. His previous rabbinic appointment had been with
a congregation in Ottawa, Canada.

Accompanied by his Rebbetzin Julie, Rabbi Orelowitz took up duty in Perth
in July 1985. For various reasons his period of office was fraught with difficulties.
On his own volition he applied to be relieved of his contract. Rabbi and Mrs Orelowitz
returned to the United States before the close of 1987.

R ABBI DAVID FREILICH BA (Hons) Lond., MA Syd.
David Mossenson

Rabbi Freilich is the incumbent chief minister of the Perth Hebrew Congregation.
He is also the halachic authority for the newly established Northern Suburbs Hebrew
Congregation. Rabbi Freilich, his wife Aviva and their four children settled in
Perth in July 1988.

Rabbi Freilich was born in Sydney in October 1949 ‘and attended the Sydney
Grammar School to matriculation level. He then went directly to Jews™ College






760

LAND GRANTS*
Jeffrey Pearlman

Land grants in Western Australia for Jewish communal purposes had been made
prior to the foundation of the Perth Hebrew Congregation (PHC) in 1892, Those
grants were for a cemetery at East Perth in 1867 and a synagogue at Fremantle
in 1891.! Both properties became vested in the PHC in 1906 and 1908 respectively.2
This paper discusses grants made to the PHC following requests by or on its behalf.
Information has principally been obtained from Lands Department files both current
and closed.

BRISBANE STREET

The PHC asked for a grant of land for a synagogue in a letter dated 11 January
1895 and signed by N.A. Harris, president, and P. Sceligson, treasurer, seeking a
portion of the old gaol site on the corner of Francis and Beaufort Streets.? While
the Lands Department considered that it would be inappropriate to grant any part
of the old gaol reserve for this request, Perth Town Lot N38 in Brisbane Street
was available.

The cougregatiou accepted the site offered and Reserve Number 2807 was created
on 7 February 1895. The three-quarters of an acre block lay between Brisbane
Street and an undeclared street, Robinson Avenue. The PHC sought to obtain the
block with power to mortgage it for a sum not exceeding £500 to partially meet
building costs. Whilst this causcd concern in the department and to the crown
solicitor, the request was granted. The correspondence on file stated that the PHC
sought the issue of the crown grant as soon as possible in order to commence
building. Eventually the buildings on the site consisted of the synagogue, the manse,
the communal hall and five semi-deteached cottages at the southern end of the

block.

During constuction of the cottages it was found that their eastern wall encroached
some three feet into the adjoining property, which was a government reserve.
On 9 June 1897 the secretary of the PHC, M. Samuel, wrote to Commissioner
for Crown Lands G. Throssell requesting a grant to the PHC of a strip of land
of the western portion of the adjoining Reserve 1137A to take in the buildings
then being erected. A plan prepared by surveyors was attached.

* This article has been developed from the paper the author presented at a meeting of the W.A. Jewish Historical
Sacicry held on 2 Auguse 1957,
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The department was sympathetic to the request: Perth Town Lot N155 was formally
granted to the PHC on 15 September 1897. That lot was three feet wide! It was
granted even thongh there had been a change of policy from 1 January 1897 whereby
crown grants of land to religious bodies were no longer to be made. Rather, they
were to receive leases for 999 years. The PHC received this additional crown grant
because the main block had been granted prior to 1 Jannary 1897.

The next specific request for land in Perth was a letter of 1 August 1901 from
the PHC secretary, H. Casper:

With further reference to the application for grants of land in
different parts of the State for Jewish Communal purposes, I have
the honor to make application for grant of Perth Town Lot N37.
This land is adjacent to the synagogue in Brisbane Street . . . the
PHC contemplated erecting a school which is estimated to cost
£500, and as nearly £400 has been already promised, we are prepared
to erect this building immediately.

He also noted that the Jewish community in Perth was a growing one and that
only one grant of land, at Brisbane Street, had been given to it. He also requested
that the minister receive a deputation to discuss the request.

Notes on file by various officials, including the under-secretary for Lands, and
dated 9 August, 13 August and 19 August 1901, all recommended against the grant:
Firstly, the Jewish community in Perth had been liberally treated — the present
block was three-quarters of an acre together with the strip accommodating the
encroachment. The additional strip was identified as seven feet rather than the
three feet actually granted. Secondly, there was a shortage of reserves available
in Perth — the Baptists and other churches had been refused.

The minister for Lands received the deputation from the PHC on 19 August
1901. An account of the meeting between the mimister and the deputation was
reported in the Morning Herald of 20 August 1901. A cutung appears on the Lands
Department file. The delegation was led by (then) Reverend D.I. Freedman. They
stated that they wished to build a school and an almshouse. They had educated
their children and looked after their poor without appealing to the government
for assistance. With the erection of a school the requirements of the jewish community
in and around Perth would be met. Money was available for the new building
and it was essential that it be close to the synmagogue. The minister stated that
their request would be considered and an answer provided at an early date.

The minister circulated the newspaper extract to the premier, the colonial treasurer,
the minister for Works, the commissioner for Railways and the minister for Mines,
secking their views before making a recommendation. He considered that the
delegation had made a fairly strong case, especially as “these people look after
their sick and infirm and educate their children free of expense to the State”,
and was inclined to grant them the land “for a term of years” for the requested
purposes. The views of other ministers was also sought because the land was valued
at about £500.
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The PHC were advised by letter dated 4 October 1901 that Reserve 6048 being
Perth Town Lot N 37 had that day been formally set aside for a Jewish school
and almshouse, with a 999 year lease.

On 8 April 1902 the PHC wrote to ask for the issue of a crown grant so that
they might use the property as security, to which the Lands Department recommended
agreement as there had been one issued for the adjoining block.

The crown grant was issued, but there were errors. Firstly, it was issued in
the name of the trustees, but the PHC had been incorporated so that it could
hold land in its own name. Secondly, the purpose stated was for a place of worship
for members of the Jewish faith, whereas the grant had been made for a school
and almshouse. H.B. Joseph, honorary solicitor for the PHC, wrote to the under
secretary for Lands on 12 August 1902 asking that the Certificate of Title be amended
to be issued in the full name of the PHC and that the restrictions on use other
than as a place of worship be withdrawn, as after the erection of school, hall
and almshouse, the congregation sought to use any vacant ground for the erection
of revenue producing buildings to assist in the good work of those institutions.

The grant was surrendered and reissued in the name of the PHC. Six tennis
courts were erected by the 1920s but fell into disrepair following the demise of
the tennis club in the early 1930s. In the mid 1930s part of the area was provided
with lights, and was later used for training for basketball and soccer.

The schoolhouse was first contained in and about the communal hall. It was
only in 1936 that the Hebrew School and scout hall was erected on Lot N 37.
That building was subsequently used as the Seeligson Kindergarten and Carmel
Scheool before they were moved to the present site at Yokine.

There are references on the file during 1906, 1909 and 1912 seeking the consent
of the governor to mortgages of the land. In 1906 and 1909 the amounts were
£500 and the mortgagees were the Commercial Bank of Australasia and the Bank
of Australasia. In 1912 approval was sought for a mortgage of £4850 from the Australian
Mutual Provident Society.

The cottages were income producing property but the PHC could not sell them
until the passage of the Perth Hebrew Congregation Lands Act which is more
fully discussed under “Subiaco”. Once the act was passed, it enabled the PHC
in 1924 to sell the southern portion of the initial grant (Lot N38), between Princes
Hall and Robinson Avenue, for £2000.4 A laneway on two sides of the excised
block was still vested in the PHC. Details of this sale did not appear on the file
until the grant of an easement to Sam Gurfinkel in 1939 and the disposal of the
remainder of the site in 1975.

On 6 January 1939 the PHC formally sought the issue of an easement to allow
access to the laneway to Sam Gurfinkel who owned a property which abutted
the laneway. The Titles Office required the easement to be issued before a mortgage
on Gurfinkel's property was registered. It was decided that the grant of the easement
required the approval of the Governor in Council as it was a disposition of land
in terms of the Perth Hebrew Congregation Lands Act. One of the reasons advanced
in support of the application was that Gurfinkel was a co-religionist.
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After the PHC had received the grant of land in Mount Lawley in 1967 and
had erected the new synagogue, they sought permission to dispose of the Brisbane
Street site. A letter to J. Krasnostein dated 27 February 1973 granted approval
to sell the Brisbane Street site provided the proceeds were applied to the Mount
Lawley site.

In November 1973 the Bank of New South Wales sought the approval of the
Governor in Council to mortgages upon both the old and new sites. Interestingly,
they only sought security of the synagogue site (Lot N38), and not the second
grant (N37).

The Brisbane Street property was finally sold to the Commonwealth government
in 1975 for $175 000.00.5 The two reserves were then cancelled.

GREENBUSHES AND DONNYBROOK

On 6 October 1899 S. Herman, president of the PHC, wrote to the Lands
Department seeking blocks in the new townships of Donnybrook and Greenbushes.®
The file concerning Donnybrook is held by the State Archive.5 That for Greenbushes
was apparently destroyed during the 1930s. '

An extract of the original letter of request appears on the Donnybrook file.
The reply concerning Donnybrook was written on 1 November 1899. No blocks
were available as lots were not then open for sale or selection. However, the request
was noted for consideration in due course.

Donnybrook Lot 306, in Union Street, a site of slightly less than a quarter of
an acre, was formally granted for “Hebrew Church” purposes on 6 April 1900
as Reserve 7130, but was not used by the PHC. In 1924 the local hospital sought
that and adjoining blocks for its own use. The Lands Department noted on
22 December 1924 and 7 October 1926 that the block had not been utilised or improved
and was therefore liable to cancellation. Reserve 7130 was formally cancelled on
26 November 1926 with the creation of Reserve 19387 for the purpose of a hosptial.

SUBIACO

The desirability of conducting classes in West Perth for the Hebrew School had
already been discussed in 1912, and by 1915 there were classes being held at the
West Perth home of Mrs C.S. Nathan.3 There were a number of Jewish families
living in that area at the turn of the century. In that light there may have been
a wish to secure a site in the area at an earlier time, such as 1906, but the request
would probably have been declined if only a school site had been sought, rather
than land for both school and synagogue.

The then treasurer of the PHC, E. Krug, wrote to the minister for Lands on
16 June 1906:

[ have the honour to make application on behalf of the above
Corporation [sic] for a grant of No. 296 or 297 of Reserve 8198
or a portion thereof for the purpose of a Synagogue and School
Building.
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I am asked to bring to the notice of the Honourable the Minister
the fact of the Jewish Community’s great increase of worshippers
and the face that only one grant has hitherto been made o them
of the two hlocks [three, in fact] in Brisbane Street whereon the
present Synagogue, Rectory and School Buildings now stand and
on which a sum of over Seven thousand pounds has been expended.

The proposed Synagogue at Subiaco [sic] will supply a much felt
want by the people residing between Claremont and Perth and
as similar grants have been made to other religious denominations
we venture to hope for a tavourable reply at your early convenience

The Lots 296 and 297 the PHC requested were four and five and a half acres
respectively. Because of governiment fecling that churches had already been liberally
treated, the PHC were granted a quarter of an acre. That site is now 279 Nicholsen
Road, Shenton Park. The PHC balance sheet for 31 August 1909 had the Subiaco
block valued ac £200,1 and this value remained on the books until 1923.

On 21 July 1920 the Board of Management of the PHC agreed to disposc of
the Subiaco land as well as the cottages behind the Princes Hall, and J. Sharp
and M. Gild were deputed to see the minister for Lands."!

In March 1922 the PHC was advised that ¢he act had been passed and copies
of the regulations relating to the sale of land by churches were also enclosed. A
spreimen copy of an application was sent as well. The Twenty Sixth Annual Report
of the PHC for 1921/22 stated:

The Board have pleasure i reporting that an Act of Parliament
giving the Congregation power to deal with its properties was
passcd last session. This Bill gives the Congregation the same
privilege as enjoyed by other denominations.

On 27 August 1922, at the Annual General Meeting, the trustees were given
authority to dispose of the Subiaco block. As required under the constitution of
the PHC, that decision was confirmed at a Special General Mceting on 5 November
192212

At the board mecting of 28 February 1923, it was decided to ascertain the value
of this property and place it in an agent’s hands for sale, the matter being left
to the treasurer, Mayer Breckler, and the secretary. Finally, it was reported to
the board meetimng of 30 January 1924 that an offer of £100 had been made for
the Subiaco land, subject to clear title being given. A deposit of £10 had been
accepted on this condition.” The Deed of Grant was issued on 10 May 1924 and
the transter to Julian E. Mitchell of 277 Nicholson Road, Subiaco (the next door
neighbour) for £100 was subsequently registered on 15 May 1924.14

MOUNT LAWLEY

Atter World War I there had been a steady migration of Jewish families northwards
from Perth city. Indeed, during the 1920s real estate developers offered the PHC
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a site for a synagogue in Rookwood Street, Mount Lawley. There is a one linc
reference to this offer in the PHC Minute book.’® It could be inferred that the
pricc sought may have been more than the PHC were prepared to pay. In the
post World War II period the northwards shift of Jewish homes intensified. By
the 1960s very few congregants lived within casy walking distance of the Brisbanc
Street Synagogue, the majority residing in Mount Lawley and nearby suburbs.

Rabbi Coleman made his first formal approach for a grant of land in Mount
Lawley for a youth centre and synagogue in 1966. There was crown land available
in the area comprising the former Scaddan pine plantation. Most of the non-
recreational land was to be used for aged homes. Rabbi Coleman was assiduous
in his efforts and obtained letters from most of the religious denominations to the
effect that they would not consider a grant to the PHC as a precedent. His efforts
are all the more commendable as it is known that the PHC and other communal
organisations had tried to obtain land grants in Mount Lawley and nearby suburbs
without success.

The PHC was granted just under one hectare as Reserve 28831 on 3 November
1967.1¢ The crown grant in trust to the PHC was made on 16 March 1973 upon
the creetion of the present synagogue in Freedman Road, Menora. Subscquently,
permission was given to erect a Kosher Food Centre at the site. This comprises
a kosher butcher and a bakery/food store.

CONCLUSION

The PHC currently holds the Mount Lawley site as a crown grant. With the
development of the Perth Metropolitan Area it will require persuasive advocacy
of a high order to achieve similar results over the next one hundred years.

NOTES

Note. Reference to the Titles Office is to the Land Titles Division, Department
of Land Administration, Perth, Western Australia.

1. Tites Otfice, Register of Deeds Enrolment, number 2540; Lunds and Surveys ACC 541 2246/1888 {(held
at |.S. Bateye Library of Western Australian History).

z Titles Offtee, Register of Memorials, Volume XV, folio 427; Transter 1865/1908.

3. Lands and Surveys ACC 541 173/1895.

q Titles Qftice, Transfer 700071924,

5 Tides Office, Transfer B11440.

6. Lands and Surveys ACCS41 1257071899,

7. The hospital did not require the area, and the block, which had a ax value of £15, was sold to the
State Housing Commission in 1952 tor £20.

8. PIHC Sixreentl Annual Report Sepe. 1912; Ninereenth Annual Repert Sept. 1915,

9. Lands and Surveys ACC 1032 546371906,

0. PHC Thirteenth domeal Report Sept. 1909,

11.  Lands and Surveys ACC 1032 5463/1906.

120 PHC Mimae Book 1919-1930.

13, 1bid.

14 Tites Office, Certificare of Title Volume 858, felio 120; and Transfer 3866/1924.
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16, Gevernmnent Gazeite 3 Nov. 1967, p H128.
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF LEADERSHIP
Keith B. Shilkin

It could easily be claimed that the strength of a community may be ganged
by the quality of its leadership. For a century, the Perth Hebrew Cengregation
(PHC) has been remarkably fortunate to have had a succession of outstanding men
who have been willing to volunteer their services in the congregation’s cause. This
essay pays tribute to thesc key leaders and outlines aspects of their background
and contribution to the progress of the PHC. Despite the myriad requirements
of a formal constitution, the major responsibilities of the lay leadership since the
inception of the congregation have been four-fold. Firscly, there has been the need
to secure premises for worship: secondly, to obtain and manage the finances required
to carry out the congregation‘s many functions; thirdly, to administer its routine
atfairs; and, finatly, to obtain the services of the congregation’s minister. The emphasis
here will be on the part played by the more prominent of the PHC oftice-bearers
in attending to each of these activities. The role of the laity in the more strictly
rchgious affairs of the synagogue and their work in Jewish education, important
as these aspects are, will not be the tocus here.

But prerequisites to the congregational cndeavour of all these individuals was
the need to identity strongly with traditional Judaism, to be motivated in wishing
to play a part in ensuring the survival of a Jewish way of life in a remote corner
of the Diaspora, to be willing to put themselves torward and then to be capable
of carrying out the job effectively. In the annals of the PHC, persons with such
qualities can be readily identified, none more so than the tounders of the congregation,
In 1891 there were 129 Jews in Western Austraha, of whom 43 lived in Perth,
and yet there was soon to be an ambitious move to establish a fully fledged
congregational structure,

Solomon Levi Horowitz may be regarded as the prime mover in the formation
of the PHC. He was born in Russia in 1852, migrating at the age of thirteen to
England, where he became a tailor. He arrived in Australia, at Brisbane, in 1878,
Obviously committed to serve his tellow Jews, he became president of the Brisbane
Synagogue, but fater moved to the USA for two years, after which, together with
his wife and family, he returned to Australia where he settled in Perth. He established
a successful tailoring business in the city. It was Horowitz who convened, on
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13 November 1892, the meeting that formally founded the PHC. At this Very first
meeting, the first appointment of office-bearers was made, Horowitz becoming
a trustee, not president as might have been expected. However, on 3 October
1893 at the first Annual Meeting, he was elected president. During his presidency,
the laws and regulations of the congregation were formulated. In 1894 Horowitz
stood down after his year in office, but became a member of the committee in
1895, resigning later that year for reasons that are not clear. He obviously remained
active in congregational affairs as the grant of land for the Brisbane Street Synagogue,
to be comp]etc‘d in 1897, was made out to Horowitz and the two other trustees,
Alfred Freedman and Phineas Seeligson. Indeed, he was to become president again
in 1903, 1904 and 1907. Arising out of a need he recognized in 1903, he initiated
major repairs, renovations and additions to the synagogue which were completed
under his guidance in 1904. This was a particularly busy year for him, as the record
shows that he attended every onc of the thirty committee meetings (exclusive of
other sub-committees), and due recognition was paid to him at the time for his
supreme efforts on behalf of the synagogue. In 1907 during a vigorous, complicated
and long-running altercation on religious matters, he was deeply invelved, again
as president. His loyal support of his minister, Reverend D.I. Freedman, eventually
enabled stability to return to the congregation’s administration. In this year Horowitz
was also overseer of the amalgamation and integration of the Fremantle congregation
into the PHC. Horowitz was a religious man and often led prayers. At one stage
he was also responsible for Jewish burials as honorary director of funerals from
1897-1901. To add to all that he was also a lcading donor. Horowitz was such
a mainstay and leading participant in thesc pioncering efforts that this somewhat
lengthy account seems apt in this centenary year.

Of course, there were others who played a vital part in these carly years. The
first president in 1892 was M.T. Woolf. He had been active in the affairs of the
Jewish community of Fremantle, styled the Western Australian Hebrew
Congregation. Woolf was born in Russia and arrived in Western Australia in 1887,
setting up as a draper, first of all in Fremantle and then in Perth. He was to
serve the PHC just one year before leaving the State.

The next important figure is that of Nathan Harris, who became president in
1894 remaining in office until 1897. Harris was born in England in 1840 and, after
leaving his English boarding school, arrived in Melbourne, where he had relatives,
at the age of seventcen years. He apparently made several business trips to the
Swan River Colony and actually lived in Perth from 1869-74. He moved permanently
to Western Australia in 1894, successfully establishing a produce merchant firm.
Thus it was in his very first year in this State that he was clected president of
the congregation. It was Harris who guided the congregation to the building of
its synagogue. The religious services were then mainly held in the Oddfellows’
Hall in Hutt Street (now William Street), high holy day services being held in
the Congregational Church Hall m St George's Terrace in 1895 and in the Wesley
Hall in William Street in 1896. Harris perceived the need to acquire a permanent
place of worship and so he, together with Phineas Seeligson in 1895, wrote on
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transported to Western Australia in 1864. Among his many Jewish activities, including
religious duties for the congregation, he was an early member of the committee,
at the same time as his son Phineas was treasurer. Henry died in Perth in 1906.
Phineas was active on the committee for several years and was treasurer at the
important developmental phase outlined above. He was a prominent donor to
congregational causes and is particularly remembered for the synagogue endowment
in his will, known as the Seeligson Trust. Nonetheless, when Phineas completed
his term as synagogue and building committee treasurer, the congregation had a
mortgage of £3000 and an overdraft of £300.

The in-coming president in 1897 was Solomon Herman. He was born in Russia
in 1836 and went to England as a boy. There he trained for the ministry but did
not complete his studies. In 1860 he arrived in Australia with his father who had
been appointed as the minister of the Ballarat congregation. Herman Senior was
later the minister in Geelong and then in Bendigo. Solomon Herman was to become
president, for many years, of that Bendigo congregation before moving, in 1894,
to Perth where he immediately became involved in the affairs of the PHC. Until
Reverend Freedman's arrival he was the leading religious light. He served on the
committee and then held the office of president in 1897 and 1898. In 1902 Herman
initiated the idea of applying to the government for an additional grant of the
land adjacent to the synagogue, and in this he was successful. He died in Perth
in 1914, obviously much revered, but paid insufficient tribnte in only a very brief
mention in the PHC Annual Report that year.

During this carly period, there were many who werc committed to the
administration of the congregation. Other presidents who served included
H.B. Joseph, a lawyer, E.S. Lazarus, who was also treasurer for a time, Ezekiel
Casper, who was also secretary, and A.J. Cantor, who was also sometime treasurer.
In Ezekiel Casper’s first ycar as president the decision was made to build a hall
and school rooms at the rear of the synagogue. Casper opened the Princes Hall
on 17 September 1905. A committee member who made a significant contribution,
later becoming treasurer, was Gustus Luber who went on to serve the community
tor many years. Office-bearers of the PHC were, of course, active in various
communal organisations which developed immediately after the turn of the century.
This pattern of congregational and Jewish communal service was established early
in the history of the synagogue and was one which was to continue, as it does
today.

From 1907 to the early 1920s there was a period of no great administrative moment
although there were developments in other areas. The ministry of Reverend Freedman
was well established, the organisational affairs werc in order and the administrators
had acquired experience in handling the synagogue’s affairs. The membership had
increased from the small numbers of 1892 to 80 in 1896, with the number of contributing
members listed as 175 in 1905 and 236 in 1912. {Not all members were listed as
contributing members.) In general the financial matters of income, mainly seat
rentals and donations, and expenditure, mainly salarics and interest costs, conld
be reasonably easily handled. However, two matters remained as problems. Firstly,
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despite the modifications and enlargement of the synagogue in 1904, further additions
were deemed necessary; these took place in 1912 under the presidency of Joseph
Sharp. The second concerned the debt remaining from the original construction
and the 1904 modifications, which was now increased by these 1912 additions. Sharp,
a migrant from Eastern Europe, was a successful fruit and produce merchant in
Murray Street, Perth. He joined the committee in 1900, was treasurer in 1902,
1909 and 1910 and president from 1911-15. From 1930-35 he was again treasurer
and then vice-president from 1937-38. Notwithstanding his having been a moving
force for the 1912 additions, it must have been on the one hand galling while on
the other a source of pride in the congregation’s growth, that overflow services
were already again required to be held in the Princes Hall for the holy day services
of 1913 Joseph Sharp died in 1938, his obituary in the 4nnual Report of that year
describes, in the usual very brief manner, his service to the congregation, and mentions
ltis other contributions to comnmunal lite.

Serving the congregation over the same period as Sharp was Charles Samuel
Nathan who proved to be a tower of strength. The records show that he was
first clected treasurer in 1911, and again in 1912, this being the period of the synagogue
building additions. He worked very closely with Joscph Sharp and while the latter
was on an cxtended Icave of absence, Nathan became acting president. Thereafter,
he remained on the committee until 1917, and was a trustee of the congregation,
again together with Sharp, for a number of years. As mentioned previously, the
congregation was financially hampered by its overdraft, yet further synagogue
building additions were to be made in 1928 under the presidency of Mark Lewis.
On this occasion the seating was increased by 120 in the men’s section and 126
in the ladies” gallery, with the alteration producing a somewhat detrimental
modification to the facade of the structure. The total seating capacity was now
850, double its original capacity and one of the largest of synagogues in Australia.
In 1929 Nathan inaugurated an overdraft redemption fund, forming for this purpose
a committee of which he wuas president. Also in 1929 he was elected as the firse
vice-president of the cougregation, a post he held until his death in 1936. The
overdraft redemption tund received promises of over £5000, an amount that roughly
equated to that owing to the bank. However, with the economic depression and
the post-depression malaise the amount actually contributed by 1935 was £3732.
The interest carned in the fund was used to offset that required to be paid to
the bank, until the balance in the fund was paid over to the congregation in 1941.
Sir Charles Nathan, as he had become, was the congregation’s most distinguished
citizen. A successtul businessman, he was a notable figurc in Western Australian
State and Commonwealth commercial and political affairs. A lengthy account of
his life was contribnted to this journal (1969) by Harold Boas, himself noted as
the architect for the 1928 alterations, honorary architect to the congregation for
many years, and somctime commuual historian.

The period 192949 was dominated by the presidency of Mayer Breckler. He
had been comnected with commuual or congregational activities for many years
prior to his assuming this oftice. He is first mentioned as being a contributing
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supporters who gave outstanding service to the congregation. Alec was on the
commiteee for virtually thirty years and was a trustee for many years. Cecil became
treasurer and also a trustee, then was awarded the honour of life trusiee which
position he still holds in this landmark centenary year. Sam Masel, a long-timce
committee member, vice-president for several years and eventually prestdent for
the two years 1950-51, was the very first president who was Perth born and bred.
Active committee members for unusually lengthy periods and communal pillars
of this period included Morris Hoffman and Roy Shilkin. One oftice-bearer worthy
of special mention at this stage is Harry Casper. He held the position of secretary
to the board for a period of forty years from 1901 to 1953, thirty-cight of them
being continuous tfrom 1915 onwards. The payment of an honorarium for his work
does not detract in any way trom his devotion and commitment to the synagogue.
This truly remarkable cffort has not been generally acknowledged, although in
cach Annual Report he 15 commended by the president of the day. A recently
prepared uotice board of the congregation’s secretarics goes some way towards
addressing this oversight,

In the 19505 several new and younger faces joined the committee. Two of these
were very long serving members ot the comunittee and are still active in communal
affairs. David Mossenson and Harry Atlas each served around twenty years. Anather,
Gordon Bloomticld, whoe wus to become president, was on the commuttee for a
total of fifteen years. During his administration, two crucial events occurred. The
first was the engagement of Rabbi Dr Shalem Coleman as the congrcgation’s rabbi,
Rabbi Rubin-Zacks having retired in 1965 after a long and successtul ministry.
Bloomtield’s choice of Rabbi Colenian bmught the congregation a new and vigorous
form of religious leadership. The second was the planning of the new synagogue
to be built closer to the mam area of growth of the Jewish population around
the suburb of Mount Lawley. As vice-president in 1965 Bloombield helped commence
the planning process and he eventually saw to the construction of the synagogue
on a block of land granted to the congregation by the government. He retired
as president on the completion of this project in 1974, In that year he handed
over to Jack Krasnostein who had been project director for the development of
the Mount Lawley Synagogue. Krasnostein had been vice-president for a number
of years and before that he served on the committee. He was the ideal man to
direct the project. The virtue of the removal to Mount Lawley can be seen in
the immediate growth of membership. By 1975 the list of members was 950,
vast improvement over the relatively stagnant or even declining peried ot just a
few years prcvious!y. However, there was a price o pay — agaim the financial
burden of the bank loan. This was largely overcome by Krasnostein when he
negotrated the sale of the Brisbane Strect property. In the cyes of many the loss
ot the old historical synagogue was a pity. The facade, at least, may well have
been worthy ol preservation as part of the State’s heritage: all that remains is
part of the frent fence and the Princes Hall, although most of the stained glass
windows were removed to be included in the design of the new structure.

The congregation had passed into a phase of re-invigorarion. Ambitious plans
were about to be prepared to enhance the religious tacilities available to members.



774 Perth Hebrew Congregation 1892-1992

As president, Ben Cohney, a surgeon, ensured provision of kosher meat from rented
premises. The pressure to improve on these arrangements was responded to by
Ron Cohen, who became president in 1981. In 1985 a Kosher Food Centre was
built on the synagogue land, adding to the installation of a mikvak within the synagogue
and a ncw prayer hall at the Karrakatta Cemetery which had also been built during
Cohen’s period of management.

However, the cost of maintaining the Kosher Food Centre under the terms which
were arranged proved prohibitive and the congregation’s financial statement showed
a loss of $40 887 in 1985 and an overwhelming deficit of $178 726 in 1986. The
congregation was shown to be insolvent. Therc was an impending crisis. The then
rreasurer resigned, and there was an attempt to bridge the deficit by an appeal
which was not as successful as hoped. After the retirement of Rabbi Coleman
in 1985, Cohen organised the appointment of Rabbi Michael Orelowitz but his
rabbinate did not flourish. These various difficulties caused a vigorous and competitive
election in 1986, prompted by the campaign ticket of three medical practitioners
John Rosenthal, Max Walters and Keith Shilkin, who immediately moved on to
the committee to support the in-coming president, Albert Saddik. The determined
action of this new board, brought about a reversal of the financial insolvency. With
Orelowitz’s departure, this group of four, now the executive, formed a rabbinic
search committee which, after a difficult period without a spiritual leader, secured
Rabbi David Freilich, the congregation’s first Australian-born rabbi. As had occurred
nearly a hundred years previously, the board sought the confirmation of the chief
rahbi in London for this appointment. The membership again increased to the point
where the 1991 Annual Report lists over a thousand contributing members, producing
the recurring problem of iuadequate seating, an echo from earlier times. In the
period leading up the 1992 centenary celebrations, stability had returned to the
affairs of the congregation.

It can be seeu that for a hundred years the leaders of the congregation, through
devoted and often long service, enabled the survival and enhancement of traditional
Judaism in Perth. These individuals have come from all walks of life, business and
professional, and have been proud to serve the synagogue. Many of them have
been notable leaders in the wider community, and in this way have been able
to advance the reputation and status of the Jewish religion in Western Australia.
With leaders of this calibre in the future, there are grounds for optimism for the
sccurity of traditional Jewish life and values in Western Australia into the next
century.
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ASSISTANT MINISTERS, SHOCHETS, SHAMASES,
CHAZANS AND COLLECTORS OF THE
PERTH HEBREW CONGREGATION
Louise Hoffm&n

Like ministers of the Perth Hebrew Congregation, assistant ministers and other
synagogue functionaries have also given long and dutitul service. Unlike the Anglicised
ministers who have been English speaking, outward going representatives of the
Jewish community to the wider society, the other congregation officers have been
(with few cxceptions) foreign (Yiddish or country of origin) speaking migrants
required to perform only congregational duties. These men who for the most part
of the century tilled the positions of shocher, shamos, chazan and reader, and whose
spoken English was “broken”, were the men who oiled the machinery of Jewish
religious life in Western Australia.

The Perth Hebrew Congregation wanted a lot tor their money when firse secking
a minister: they advertised for a reader, teacher, shochet and swohel in that order,
to be all in the onc person. The secretary, Morris Samuel, in a letter of reply
to Chict Rabbi Adler and his selection committee accepting their recommendation
of Jews’ College graduate the Reverend D1 Freedman as miniseer, heartily concurred
with their view that the dutics of minister should be separate from those of shocher.!
At the same time Secrctary Samucl, while thanking the selectors, declined their
reconumendation of a shochet at £100 per annum. It would, he wrote, be cheaper
for the congregation to employ a local person, and they did.

Mr Schwartz, who was to keep himselt religiously under the guidance of the
Reverend D.I. Freedman? was engaged as shochet on 21 February 1897 at a salary
of £2 per week on a renewable monthly basis. It quickly became evident that
Schwartz was capable neither of giving satisfactory service nor of improvement.
It was also apparent by now that the services ot a shamos/collector were urgenty
required. Since Schwartz would be incapable of these duties, he was given a month’s
notice on 1 June of that year.

Benzion Lenzer of Broken Hill, aged twenty-six years, recently arrived in Australia,
and brother of Reverend Jacob Lenzer of the East Melbourne Hebrew Congregation,
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was written to and offered the position of “Shochetr Shamos collector and Assistant
Reader”.? His salary was arranged at £2 per week, and 5 per cent on the collections,
including rentals. His appointment was confirmed by a General Meceting called
specially for this purposc.

A subcommittee appointed to define his duties left no doubt as to who called
the tune,

Viz. 1. Shochet and Second Reader as dirccted by the Minister
2. Collector Shamos, To attend at weddings, Brit Mealahs,
Taharas and funerals and be under the direction of the
Minister

Signed D.I. Freedman, S. Herman, N. Harris4

Lenzer's term of office in Western Australia was, though comparatively short,
colourful. He was an assertive somewhat arrogant man, given to speaking his mind,
and his subordinate position in the religions hierarchy was to be a locus of tension.
This was particularly so, as in these ecarly years it was essendal for the young
Reverend Freedman to establish his authority.

There were other religiously qualified persons in the State at that time. The
Reverend Moses Saunders, himself a sort of maverick character, had come from
Melbourne where he had been a synagogal assistant, in the mid ninetics. He performed
a range of services including marriages, funerals, brit meilahs and conducted high
holy day and sabbath services throughout Western Australia. Moses Freedman, father
of the minister, was a qualified mohel and shocher. While not in full-time
congregational emplov, they were invited and paid to perform certain tasks for
the congregation from time to time. As fee tor service was an added source of
income, Lenzer understandably felt hard done by when for example the offer of
the services of mohel {for which he was qualified) was given to someoue else.

Lenzer was paid only travelling expenses when he would go to Fremantle to
supply fresh kosher meat to that Hebrew Congregation which paid £13 to the Perth
Hebrew Congregation tor his services. Moses Freedman also supplied kosher meat
to the Jews of Fremantle on a contractual basis.

But it was over a Brit Mealah performed by Moses Freedman in 1899 that the
greatest contretenips of Lenzer’s carcer in Perth occurred. The unfortunate death
of the intant involved led to public claims of Moses Freedman’s incompetency and
cxposcd Lenzer to the threat of legal action for defamation. The issue was resolved
when Lenzer reluctantly and grudgingly apologised.

The regrettable difference between Mr M.H. Freedman and Mr
B. Lenzer which was the first matter that cngaged the earnest
consideration of the Executive, was brought to a sausfactory
termination, largely owing to the intluence and untiring, exertions
of the Reverend D.1 Freedman, and i the terms of the agreement
then arrived at the undermentoned apology was made by
Mr Leazer:-
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The Lenzer links with the Jewish community in Perth were not entirely severed.
Some years later Benzion's son Hyman, a gifted violinist and for some years first
violinist of the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, married Bertha (Bebe) Morris,
daughter of Solomon Morris who immigrated to Perth from Safed in 1901 and
whose family descendants are still staunch members of the Perth Hebrew
Congregation.

The executive of the congregation considered themselves fortunate to secure
the services of Esekel Lechowsky as a replacement for Lenzer. His salary was set
at £117 per annum. Lechowsky was of Russian birth and was one of the many
Yiddish speaking Russian Jews who came to Western Australia before the onset
of World War I. He proved to be an entirely satisfactory shochet and matters
of Shechita which had previously been unsatisfactory in the ensuing twelve years
were now running smoothly. The board was therefore unhappy when it was compelled
to receive Lechowsky s resignation in 1914, He left to join the Perth Jewish Association,
a congregation which had been formed by and was attractive to those Yiddish
speaking immigrants from Eastern Europe and Palestine who did not approve of
the Anglicised religious manners and style of the Perth Hebrew Congregation.

In the meantime the position of shamos, collector and secretary had undergone
some change.

The office of shamos was shed by Lenzer in 1901 when Mr Rosenberg was appointed.
He proved unsatisfactory and was replaced the next year by S. Rosner as shamos
and collector. By 1903 this officer was paid £52 per annum and 5 per cent commission
on his collections.

In 1904 Edward Aaron Green was appointed as paid secretary to the congregation.
Mr and Mrs Green were English Jews who'd arrived shordy before. Mrs Green
had wide professional experience as a teacher in London and taught at the Perth
Hebrew School for many years. Green was an indefatigable worker who contributed
greatly to the smooth administration and collections for the shule. Credit and
commendation was given to him for the satisfactory financial position of the
congregation. Accused of breach of trust of office in 1908, Green was fully exonerated
and the executive assured him of their full confidence and respect. Green worked
for many communal causes and often without remuneration. The board was so
pleased with his work they voted him an honorarium of ten guineas. By 1916 ill-health
forced him to take the lesser position of shamos and collector. H. Casper was
appointed secretary. As shamos, Green’s salary was £52 per annum and collector
at a commission of 10 per cent on all collections with the exception of those from
motzos, Fremantle rents and bequests and special donations. Not least of his
contributions were the communal news items and columns he sent to the Jewish
press in Melbourne and Sydney, an invaluable record of events and persons in Jewish
communal lifc in Western Australia.

Pursued by chronic ill-health, Green remained in office until 1921 when he was
forced 1o retire and soon after died. In recognition of his devoted services to the
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community, the congregation provided his widow with a living allowance and
somewhere to live until her death in 1940. The house in Walcott Street, owned
by the congregation, was then sold for £650.

When Lechowsky transferred to the Perth Jewish Association, the Executive
of the Perth Hebrew Congregation sent a call to Reverend Mandelbaum of Broken
Hill, which he accepted. By 1915 he was in Perth as shochet and second reader
to the congregation, where he stayed for more than a decade.

Zallel {or Bezalel} Mandelbaum was born in Russia, in the town of Turov. He
was the son of Rabbi Baruch Mandelbaum, known as the Turver Rav, and brother
of Rabbi Simcha Mandelbaum after whom the Mandelbaum Gate border post in
Jerusalem was named. He arrived at Fremantle in 1905 from Port Said where he
had acted for some time as minister to the local Sephardi congregation. On making
the acquaintance of Reverend Freedman, he accepted the latter’s suggestion that
he serve as minister in Broken Hill. He conducted the Rosh Hashonah and Yom
Kippur services there in that year. As shochet too, the Broken Hill community
did not, for the first time, have to import kosher meat from Adelaide.” The Broken
Hill community was in decline by 1914 when the Mandelbanm family left for Perth.®

Mandclbaum was marricd with two daughers. The eldest, Rose, taught at the
Hebrew School and for some years ran a branch of the Perth Hebrew School
in West Perth for children of some of the wealthier congregants who lived in
or near that locality.” Miss Mandelbaum suftered a degree of physical impairment
which did not prevent her, as an accomplished musician, from teaching music.

When the Reverend Freedman went to war at the end of 1915 Mandelbaum
became acting minister at an increased salary as well as continuing as shochet.0
The board continuously expressed their satistaction with his services and the assiduous
manner with which he carried out his duties. Not so, however, some of the
congregants. Some were critical of the standards of Shechita, others objected to
what they perceived as obsequiousness to the richer and a cavalier attitude towards
the poorer congregants. Each complaint was carefully answered.!! The beard
acknowledged:

one of the greatest difficulties . . . to arrange Shechita matters
satisfactorily, has been the number of irresponsible complaints which
are made, and on investigation, not substantiated. Many of these
are made by non-members of the Shule who contribute nothing
towards the expense of keeping a Shochet, and who but for others
doing so, could not have kosher meat at all. Any genuine complaint
is at once looked into and no difficulty has been found in arriving
at a satisfactory solution.

The board, nevertheless, was not generous in regard to Mandelbaum’s salary.
Shochet duties were onerous. Meat shecting took place three times a week and
re-imbursement for travel expeuses was often questioned. The sum of three guineas
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was a tall man with a soldierly bearing and voice to match. Dressed in black
tail coat and top hat, he kept order in the shule, commanding respect trom all,
particularly the children who were often apprehensive of him. At the same ume
he was protective of the young people against intimidation by others. He is well
remembered and well regarded by those who knew him. A congregant has recollected
a childhood experience how as a timid non-English speaking migrant sct upon by
a local Brisbane Street bully near the shule, he was rescued by Snider who saw
to it that the attacker was brought to justice. “I never worried ahout going to
Shule atter that™, he said.®?

He acted as collector for many organisations and some of his neat notebooks
and receipt books are preserved in the Congregation Archives. In later years he
drove a black Baby Austin car, not very skilfnlly, with a tendency to back into
trees and gates and anything that got into his way." His wife and daughters made
Aliyah to Isracl soon after the establishment of the State. Philip Snider died in
1954, The president said:

The sudden death of our late Shamos and Collector Mr Philip Snider.
came as a great shock to the community of Perth. For almost a
quarter of a century, Mr Snider had been an officer of the Board
and no greater loss could have been suffered by the Congregation
in the passing of such an honest and faithful servant.1s

Early in 1931 the executive began negotiations directly with Hirsch Grochowski,
a cantor, and resident of Bialystok, Poland, where he was born. He was invited
to come to Perth at his own expense. If, wrote the congregation secretary, he
was suitable, then he would be cmployed and his travelling expenses refunded.
He arrived on 27 October 1931 having travelled third class on the S.8. Otanro,
cmbarking from Naples. The first services he performed pleased the congregation,
They were delighted to hear such singing and he was engaged forthwith at £20
per month as chazan and shochet. Thus began an association with the Perth Hebrew
Congregation that was to last more than thirty years. During that time his lyric
quality, high baritone voice was to bring pleasure to more than a gencration of
shule goers, especially his renditions ot the melodies ot “*Gipsy Moon ™ to the closing
of the Ark, and the Love Duet Act IV from Traviata to the Mussaph on Rosh
Hoshanah.'

Within three weeks of his arrival the chazan made application to admit to Australia
his wife Maya and danghters Sylvia and Freda from Poland.” In his application
it was noted by the Commonwealth investigator that Grochowski had demonstrated
he was a very “'satisfactory cantor”.®® Grochowski contributed much to the cultural
life of the community. He promoted Yiddish culture, belonging to the Yiddish
Stage and Yiddish Debatiug Circle. He was of shore stature but large talents. Illness
torced him to retire in 1947 and he lived in Melbourne for some time. He retnrned
to Perth where he worked in a part-time capacity for the congregation.
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Unfortunately, when Grochowski arrived to take up his position as chazan/shochet
in 1931 it was found that his shechiing certificate was only for poultry killing,
Fortmmately for the congregation, the executive was able to engage Isracl Zonf
as shochet.

The Reverend Zouf had arrived in Western Anstralia in December 1929, a third
class passenger on the ship Capera. Born in Safed, Palestine, in 1877 he spent some
time in Argentina where he became a naturalized citizen. His papers showed his
Argentine passport stamped by the British Consul in Beimt and his occnpation
given as “‘Priest”.’ Within two months he applied to have his wife Hannah and
his two daughters Avigail and Malka join him in Perth.2 His occupation was now
given as that of rabbi employed by the Perth Jewish Association at £6 per week.
He became a naturalised Australian citizen in 1947,

The Reverend Zouf remained with the congregation until 1951 when he returned
to Israel to spend his last years with his family there. He was regarded with aftection
by all who knew him, particularly so for his simple and gentle manners. A congregant
has recalled how Reverend Zouf used to call at her family home with choice pieces
of liver and Kishke after a session at the abattoirs, and many of the Safed families
were treated to these and other delicacies in a like manner, she said.2 The president
01: thC Congrc‘gation wrote:

He has spared no effort in the carrying out of his sacred duties
in the Synagogue and in connection with Kashruth. It is safe to
say that there has never been an ill-word spoken of Mr Zouf during
the whole of the time that he has been associated with this community,
and his departure is keenly regretted by his many friends. A farewell
function in his honour was largely attended . . . presenting him
with a testimonial in the form of a cheque for £1 400 and some
appropriate gifts. Many speakers at the gathering eulogised him
in the highest terms and left him in no doubt of the respect and
affection in which he is held.

It 1949 it had become cvident the warkload was too much for Reverend Zouf
and efforts were made to find an assistant shochet and chazan. Contact had been
made with J. Kotlar of Tel Aviv and the Reverend A. Schucler of Shanghai. Owing
ta disturbances in these countries, neithcr could comie in that year. But in 1950
the Reverend ]. Kotlar arrived with his wife and family as assistant shochet, and
later to be shochet, in 1951. The Reverend Kotlar, who had lost his entire family
in the Holocaust, had rabbinic qualifications. Although his English was broken he
gave sermons that were tucid and showed his knowledge of Torah. He was called
upon often in fater years to assume the position of acting minister as well as carrying
out his duties as shochet. He stayed with the congregation for more than a generation,
respected by all the community. He retircd to live in Isracl where he is a member
of Kibbutz Israel with his daughter Shoshanna, her husband and children. Rabbi
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THE SHULE CHOIR*
Lioyd Masel

A choir has been formed by the ladies and gentlemen of the
congregation, (by the ladies principally), and under the driving
persistence of Reverend D.I. Freedman and the leadership of
Mr Mendoza have obtained a fair extent of efficiency, and to their
assistance the success of our recent Consecration service is largely
duC.

This extract from the Annual Report of the Perth Hebrew Congregation in 1897
was the beginning of what is known today as the shule choir. The consecration
service was for the original shule building in Brisbane Street. The history of the
choir is a combination of liturgical devotion, passionate communal views and some
mischievous behaviour.

Some of the early participants were Mesdames D. Crawcour, I. Marks; Misses
S. and E Harris, M. Horowitz, L. Crawcour, N. Herman, A. and M. Flegeltaub,
A. Bressler; and Messrs L. Boas, A. Freedman, J. Seeligson, B. Frieze, U. Wolinski
and Choirmaster L. Cohen. However, the concept of a mixed choir did not meet
with general satistaction with some members of the community.

At a board meeting on 24 February 1900 a motion was moved “that no mixed
choir be allowed”. Although defeated, it was clear that strong views of some members
would bring about some communal disharmony within the choir.

In 1904 the Brisbane Street Shule was reconsecrated and a musical service provided
for the occasion. The mixed choir was again convened, together with organist
Signor Lardelli.

Clearly, this did not satisfy the more orthodox view of some members, for in
the .4nnual Report in 1905 it was stated a new choral initiative had been undertaken
by the minister and the community should be thankful to the *gentlemen™ who
rendered choral services on the Sabbaths and festivals.

Yet this did not signal the demise of the mixed choir. Nor even a Jewish choir
with a non-Jewish choirmaster. On Thursday 19 May 1910 the Perth Hebrew

*This paper was read by the author at a meeting of the W.A. Jewish Historical Society held on 29 November
1989,
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Congregation conducted a special memorial service to the late King Edward VII
of England. A special programme was printed for this most auspicious occasion.
[t was noted that the choral portions were rendered by the Jewish Choral Society.

From this we gather that the remnants of the mixed choir still existed but were
debarred from singing on religious occasions, confining their singing activities to
occasions of a non-religious nature. The ranks had swollen to some 51 singers in
all, comprising 20 sopranos, 13 altos, 11 basses and 7 tenors. The honorary conductor
was L. Seeligson, the organist Miss A. Luber. This combination was all-Jewish.

The following year, on 22 June, another special service was held, this time the
coronation service of King George V and Queen Mary. On this occasion the Jewish
Choral Society performed under the baton of Honorary Conductor J.R. Greenwood.
Greenwood was probably not Jewish.

Later that year on 25 December a Chanukah service was held in the shule and
the Jewish Choral Society rendered the choral portions. It was repeated the following
year. On both occasions Greenwood conducted.

So much for the debarring arrangement!

Flushed with success, it was then mooted the Chanukah service be expanded
to a full military service in 1913. There is no doubt the Jewish Choral Society
contributed largely to the snccess of these services. The military service was attended
by Commandant Irving and his staff together with a large body of men and a
regimental band. J.R. Greenwood’s name no longer appeared, being replaced by
B. Hocking. It is unclear what happened to Greenwood, but Hocking was probably
not Jewish, either.

During 1913 an event occurred of significant historical value to the Perth Hebrew
Congregation. On 24 July a memorial service was held in the shule for the late
Theodor Herzl. At this service a new boys’ choir under the leadership of Leon
Zeftert made its first appearance. It gave promise of being a useful adjunce to

the shule.
In the Anmual Report 1914 this was recorded.

The choir has rendered excellent service during the year. By their
regular attendance at services and practices, entailing considerable
sacrifice, the members of the choir have placed this community
under a heavy obligation. The highly satisfactory results obtained
speak volumes for the interest and enthusiasm of the Choirmaster
Mr Leon Zeffert.

This highly praiseworthy account was clearly warranted. The boys’ choir remained
intact for a further six years. In 1920 Leon Zeffert left Perth to settle in Kalgoorhe
and resigned his post. J. Walters was appointed his successor, but due to unforeseen
circumstances resigned soon afterwards.

Temporary honorary services were offered by L. Flohm until a suitable replacement
could be found. This proved difficult and the board decided to appoint a professional
non-Jewish choirmaster during 1920.
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But trouble soon broke out between Joc Walters and the choir boys and they
went of strike. Joe Walters was dismissed by the Board, paid off the £2-12-6 owing
and replaced by the temporary and honorary conductor, L. Flohm. At the board
meeting on 20 May 1924 it was reported “the choir boys were behaving badly
and continually damaging the chairs. It was decided to entertain them at pictures,
followed by supper.”

The choirmaster issue proved difficult to resolve. No replacement could be found
for Joe Walters and at the board meeting on 22 December 1924 the question was
raised why Summers’s services were being retained considering there was no choir.
Sumrmers’s services were duly terminated and in the 1925 Annual Report the board
regretted the disbanding of the boys’ choir.

In March 1926 the board approached Summers to convene a choir for Anzac
Day which was a non-religious service. He recalled some of the obviously better
behaved boys and augmented this group with members of the Jewish Glee Club
which had been singing on Anzac Day for some years. Clearly, the Glee Club
must have possessed a more serious element to their repertoire. The combination
of the Glee Club and Anzac Day sounds a strange mixture!

During 1927 the board successfully coucluded negotiations with Reverend Kovadlo
as cantor {chazan) of the shule. On arrival, he was immediately appointed choirmaster.
Sixteen boys were willing to form a choir and attend practices in order to sing
on Shabbat and festival services.

This appointment appeared to coincide with a decision to build a choir loft
over the ark. Earlier, a Building Committee had been convened to investigate this
possibility. After five years of deliberation they agreed to recommend to members
for the construction at the cost of £370-10-0.

The appointment of Reverend Kovadlo was short-lived. He was asked to resign
as choirmaster on 24 September 1929. He left Perth shortly afterwards. With this
development the boys’ choir once again disbanded.

In 1930 the board invited H. Glick and S. Masel to try and convene a choir
for the high holidays. In that year the Rosh Hashanah scrvice was reported as
being “a disaster” due to the absence of a chazan. The board soon found a worthwhile
replacement in Reverend Hirsch Grochowski.

Reverend Grochowski arrived in Perth on 27 October 1931 and unlike his
predecessor expressed willingness to train and form a mixed choir, not a boys’
choir. The board accepted his offer. Invitations were sent out to forty prospective
singers to attend a rehearsal. Only four attended and the idea was abandoned.
A subcommittee was formed to bring together a choir of male voices instead.

The next four years were bleak for the choir, but in 1935 Leon Zeffert returned
to Perth and was immediately appointed professional choirmaster. His duties were
to produce a boy’s choir for Shabbat and festival services and convene a mixed
choir for Anzac Day.

Although this development was successful, not everybody appreciated the boys’
choir and at a board meeting on 28 August 1938 yet another attempt was made
to introduce an adult mixed choir for all religious services. The motion failed.
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The boys’ choir thrived for some years, especially during World War II. Many
of the current senior choir members sang in Leon Zeffert’s choir. He was a strict
choirmaster, insisted on musical accuracy and maintained superb decorum in the
choir loft.

[n 1942 Leon Zetfert advised the board of a change in his employment, necessitating
a change in the set-up with the choir. However, it was not a resignation. Later
in that year he relinquished his role as choirmaster and the boys’ choir disbanded
for the time being.

This change was short-lived, for in 1945 Zeffert was again appointed choirmaster
and the boys' choir resumed singing for the religious services. He also condncted
the choir on Anzac Day and VE Day in that year. In 1947 the Perth Hebrew
Congregation, at a specially convened meeting of members, rewarded him with
a Golden Book Certificate in recognition of his services to the community over
a long period of time.

In the Annual Report of 1948 a significant development iu the history of the Perth
Hebrew Congregation was reported.

Special Sabbath cvening services are still held on the first Friday
of each month at 8.00 p.m. The service, which is conducted by
Rabbi Rubin-Zacks, i1s mostly in English and he is assisted by a
very excellent mixed choir under the direction of Dr H. Briner.

Following World War II and the influx of migrants from Europe to Australia,
a growing body of people had expressed interest in the formation of a liberalised
service in Perth. Rabbi Rubin-Zacks, being aware of this development, introduced
the Friday evening service hoping to maintain the unity within the community.

Yet the development came to an abrupt end at a meeting of members on 5
Septcmber 1948 at which a motion was carried, “There be no mixed choir for
holy days™. With this motion the mixed choir disappeared at religious services
for the next forty-four years and probably forever.

Dr Briner, together with his mixed choir, was invited to return to the shule
for Anzac Day in 1949. He was also invited by the board to train and condnct
an all male choir for Pesach in 1950. He accepted both invitations. The all male
choir was a combination of Zeffert’s boys' choir — now young men — and Dr
Briner’s male members from the mixed choir. Zeffert sang in this choir which
also performed for the high holy days that year and was greatly appreciated by
the community.

Shortly after, Dir Briner accepted the position of music director at Temple David
and was no longer able to offer his services to the Perth Hebrew Congregation.

In 1954 a young men’s choir emerged under the leadership of Alan Lewis who
was very active in the Zionist Youth movement in Perth. This choir contained
several of Leon Zeffert’s choir and some additional members from Alan Lewis’s
Habonim choir. Zeffert also joined. He possessed a light lyric tenor voice. Alan
Lewis introduced a lot of new material and produced a choir for Pesach, Shavuort,
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Succoth and Chanukah in addition to the high holy days. He made a notable
contribution with many new melodics and the greatly expanded repertoire.

In 1955 Alan Lewis resigned ro make aliyah and the board invived Lloyd Masel
to lead the choir. At the same time, Valentine Lewin, a well-known singing teacher,
was mvited to train the singers in ensemble work. This arrangement lasted until
1957 when a professional musician arrived in Perth from London.

Albert Setty joined the West Auwstralian Symphony Orchestra as a tympanist
and being a choirmaster in England, at once became involved in Jewish musical
activitics in Perth. He was invited to become professional choirniaster but the
appointment lasted only brietly due to contlicting comimitments with the orchestra.
Lloyd Masel resumed as choirmaster and in 1958 the choir made a record. A copy
of this record s stored in the Western Australia Jewish Historical Society Library.

In July that year Lloyd Masel left Perth to study singing in Melbourne and
Joo Berimson was appointed choirmaster. This arrangement lasted until Lloyd Masel
returned and resumed duties as choirmaster in July 1960. He has held that position
cver since.

Efforts for form a boys’ choir did continue for some time at Carmel School
over the next decade and more and hy several people. Yet attendances at shule
on Saturday mornings continued to decline and the boys’ choir has never re-appeared.

In 1962 the death of Leon Zeffert was recorded in the Annual Report. Tt is truc
to say that he perscvered against great odds in maintaining choral music in the
shule services. As a choirmaster, a singer, also a composer, his lasting influence
still remains in many respects.

In 1963 Reverend Grochowski left Perth to settle in Melbourne. Grochowski
possessed . beautifnl lyrical voice, sang uncrringly in tune at all ames and the
choir greatly appreciated singing with hini. A chazan with the musical ability of
Reverend Grochowski has not been found since in a permanent role. Fortunately,
Rabbi Coleman proved an admirable substitute.

For most of the 1970s the shule choir only sang for the festival services. It was
at the instigation of Sam Atlas that the choir participate more frequently by appearing
cach month on Shabbat. Not only was this a popular mnovation, but in singing
more trequently, the quality of singing improved and the numbers expanded.

Since 1980 the choir has performed regularly on Shabbat for the New Moon
services. It sings on Pesach, the high holidays and other special occasions. It has
been fortunate to have had the services of Monty Rosenthal, Sam Atlas and Stuart
Davis to assist in conducting.

It also sings for Bar Mitzvah services and wedding ceremonies on request from
members, the Anancial contributions all being passed on to the shule. Today the
shule choir is an honorary choir and has been that way tor more than fifty years.
This is a record of which the choir members feel very proud.

Efforts to re-form the boys’ choir in the last couple of years have only met
with limited success, though it is encouraging to see some of the fathers and their
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THE PRINCES HALL

Nare Zusman

For almost seventy years the Princes Hall was the centre of social and cultural
life for the Perth jewish community.

It was the focal point from early childhood to maturiry.

Perhaps the first acquaintance with Princes Hall was after shule on Succoth when,
together with other young children, there was a rush to get into the hall, transformed
into a succah, to partake of the goodics on the tables.

This early contact was soon followed by others when the hall was the Hebrew
School, then the youth club, social club, cultural club and the venue for meetings
of the various communal organisations.

The Princes Hall, situated at the rear of the Brisbane Street Shule, was erected
in 1905, eight years after the opening of the synagogue in 1897. Ernest E. Kurg,
son-in-law of Henry Seeligson, treasurer of the Perth Hebrew Congregation,
organised the Building Fund which led to the erection of the hall.

It was built by the PHC as a school house, but it was really a hall with a
few rooms attached to it. It had a stage and a kitchen so was well equipped for
social functions and public meetings. It was one of the few halls in the northern
outskirts of Perth and was hired to various non-Jewish groups for several years.

[t was the Hebrew School until 1936, although it was never satisfactory for
that purpose. It could not cope with the increasing numbers of children, nor was
there sufficient privacy for each class. To alleviate this problem, classes were held
in the two vestries at the rear of the synagogue and in the shule itself.

In 1936 a school building containing eight classrooms and a hall for the Jewish
scouts was built on the land adjacent to the hall. However, the Princes Hall continued
to be the school assembly hall every Sunday when the marvellous verses composed
by Rabbi Frecdman, encompassing the principal elements of all the fasts and festivals,
were sung with gusto.

Not only the weekly assemblies, but the supervised annual examinations, the

prize giving nights, and the demonstration Seders, were all held in the Princes
Hall. As most children attended Hebrew School for about seven years, they were



The Princes Hall 793

all familiar with the hall and the portraits of the founders and leaders of the Perth
Hebrew Congregation which occupied nearly all the wall space.

For those at Hebrew School in 1937 the Princes Hall was the venue for the
surprise party tendered to Rabbi and Mrs Freedman by the students and staff of
the school to mark the rabbi’s fortieth year as headmaster of the Perth Hebrew
School.

Apart from its role as Hebrew School, the Princes Hall was inextricably bound
up with all aspects of communal life. The Western Australian Zionist Association
(WAZA), which was for many years the most important secular organisation, was
inaugurated through a series of public meetings held in the Princes Hall carly in
1913. At first it rented club rooms away from Princes Hall but in the 1930s it
entered into an arrangement with the PHC to use Princes Hall and be responsible
for caretaking. The WAZA wrned the hall into a hive of activity, encompassing
youth, social and sporting activities, in addition to its Zionist programme.

The depression caused the WAZA to surrender its lease of Princes Hall. However,
one of its activities continued in the hall without interruption — the Tuesday night
meetings conducted in Yiddish. Seated around the covered tressle tables, enjoying
a cup of tea and joining in the singing of Yiddish and Hebrew songs, Yiddish-
speaking members of the community found it to be a popular night. A regular
feature of these gatherings was news of happenings in the Jewish world, particularly
Palestine, and readings from the Yiddish poets and writers.

Towards the end of the thirties the Maccabean League leased the Princes Hall
from the Perth Hebrew Congregation and undertook responsibility for caretaking.
Under the terms of the lease, the hall was made available to the PHC and other
communal bodies without charge.

The Maccabean League encompassed a wide range of sporting, soctal and cultural
activities and used the Princes Hall on two or three nights a week.

Who can forget the Saturday night hop at the Princes Hall, where many a
romance blossomed, the Sunday games nights, the debates and the other cultural
activities, The dance of the year was the Yom Kippur dance after the conclusion
of the fast when the youth of the community crowded into Princes Hall.

The Westralian Judean of August 1941 lists the month’s programme of activities to
take place in Princes Hall:

Sunday 3rd August ~ — Games and Social Night
Monday 4th August — Maccabean Boys’ Club (Physcial training)
Sunday 10th August — Games and Social Night

Monday 1tth August — Maccabean Boys’ Club
Saturday 16th August — Nachamu Celebration Ball
Monday 18th August — Maccabean Boys’ Club
Sunday 24th August — Concert

Monday 25th August — Maccabean Boys™ Club
Saturday 30th August — Gala Dance

Sunday 31st August — Maccabean Boys’ Club
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The Judean also reported that the Maccabean League was finalising arrangements
for a series of cultural evenings to commence during August and that the league
was sceking to procure two sets of chessmen to start a chess club. All these activities
took place in the Princes Hall.

But the Princes Hall was also the venue for other commuual bodies, such as
the YMHA and the Yiddish Theatre.

It was truly the centre for the Perth Jewish community.

It was, therefore, surprising that the Perth Hebrew Congregation, the owners
of the hall, paid so little attention to its maintenance. It was always anxious to
put the responsibility for carctaking onto one of the communal bodies. There were
four different tenants withiu a period of five years. These were all communal
bodies with limited finances.

It is no wonder, then, that the hall fell into disrepair and that moves were made,
especially hy the Maccabeau League, to get the PHC to keep the hall in a satisfactory
coundition.

Ac the Aonual General Meeting of the Perth Hebrew Congregation lield on
i5 Scp[cmbcr 1940 there was a recommendation from the board “than an amount
of £125 be voted to turnish a 4-bed ward in the Public Hospita] as a Memorial
to the late Rabbi Freedman”.

Nate Zusman I‘HDVCd a5 an amcndmcnt,

that the communal memerial to the late Rabbi be in the form
of remodelling Princes Hall and re-naming it Rabbi Freedman
Memonal Hall at an approximate cost of £500, of which £150 be
voted from the funds of the PHC and the balance raised by public
subscription.

The amendment was seconded by Josh Shimenson and supported by Harold Boas
and Ben Vandervelde.

When put to the vote, the amendment was lost by 6-76.

At this same mecting, Nate Zusman drew attention to the bad state of repair
of Princes Hall and moved, “that the incoming Board be directed to place Princes
Hall in a proper state of repair and provide proper seating accommodation™. This
was seconded by Jack Krasnosteiu. When put to a vote, there was an equal number
of votes tor and against the motion. The presideur, Mayer Breckler, used his casting
vote to declare the motion lost.

The Princes Hall continued to deteriorate and the matter was again raised by
Nate Zusman at the Annual General Meeting of PHC held on 31 August 1941.
He moved, “that a sum of £100 be vored for urgent repairs to Princes Hall and
for the provision of additional seating™. This was seconded by Jack Krasnostein.

Sam Masel moved an amendmeut, scconded by Roy Shilkin, “that the Maccabean
League be subsidised pound for pound up to £50 to improve the seating accommodation



796  Perth Hebrew Congregation 1892-1992

in the Hall”. Nate Zusman withdrew his motion in favour of the amendment,
which was carried unanimously.

This was not the end of the matter.

At the meeting of the board of the PHC held on 29 September 1941 Sam Masel
reported that,

with reference to the decision of the General Meeting to subscribe
£1 for £1 raised by the Maccabean League to improve Princes Hall,
Nate Zusman, President of the League, was going round with a
subscription list. As this was, {in his opinion), contrary to the spirit
of the intention of the resolution, it was decided that Mr Zusman
be advised to this effect.

There was no other way the youth body, with its membership declining rapidly,
through enlistments in the services, could raise the £50. The outcome was nothing
was done to repair Princes Hall. This negative attitude of the board of the PHC
was continued to an almost unbelievable degree in the years that followed.

The minutes of the board of the PHC of 28 January 1942 record that, “The
Maccabean League advised that, owing to the fact that the majority of its members
had joined the forces, it was compelled to relinquish control of Princes Hall after
31 January 1942. The League would discharge all its liabilities in connection with
the Hall up to that date.”

At this same meeting the president, Mayer Breckler, reported that, following
on this advice from the Maccabean League, he had discussed the matter of the
hall with P. Snider, the shammas, who was prepared to take over the Princes Hall
under the same conditions as the Maccabean League.

At the following meeting of the board of the PHC held on 25 February 1942
the president reported that arrangements had been concluded with Snider for him
to take charge of the Princes Hall on the same conditions as applied to the Maccabean
League.

Attention is drawn to the speed and manner in which control of Princes Hall
was transferred to Snider because of what occurred when the revived Maccabean
Youth Club sought to regain control of the hall in 1944.

In 1944 many of the parents of the community were concerned that since the
Maccabean League had ceased to function, because of enlistments in the services,
their younger children, who were now teenagers, had insufficient organised activities
within the Jewish community. To overcome this situation the parents called a public
meeting in the Princes Hall on 21 May 1944, There was a large attendance and
£600 was subscribed to sponsor youth activities. A committee, called the Jewish
Young Welfare Committee, was elected with J. B. Baggaridge, president; Sam
Edelman and Nate Zusman, vice-presidents; David Mossenson, secretary; and Ben
Gunsberg, treasurer.
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The first action of this committee was to apply to the Perth Hebrew Congregation
to take over the Princes Hall for youth activities on the same basis as had applied
to the Maccabean League.

At the meeting of the board of the PHC held on 24 May 1944 the president,
Mayer Breckler, reported that a delegation from the Youth Welfare Committee
had waited on the board with reference to taking over the Princes Hall for youth
activities,

What follows hereafter is a sorry chapter in the history of the PHC.

The board’s response to the request from the Jewish Youth Welfare Committee
was to decide to convene a special meeting of the board on 31 May 1944 to consider
the position. At this special board meeting on 31 May 1944 Sam Masel presented
a draft he had prepared, setting out the conditions under which the hall would
be made available. These were approved with some slight alterations and it was
decided to submit them and the position to the honorary solicitor {(Cantor).

The draft agreement, as prepared by Cantor, was read at the meeting of the
board of the PHC held on 28 June 1944. It was approved and sent on to the Youth
Welfare Conmittee for its acceptance.

What a contrast to the attitude of the board when the Maccabean League
surrendered the lease of the Hall in 1942, Then arrangements were quickly made
to hand over Princes Hall to P. Snider without any special meeting of the board
or an agreement drawn up by the honorary solicitor.

This was only the beginning of what became a protracted and uncdifying
obstruction of the youth of the community by the PHC.

The Youth Welfare Commirttee refused to sign the document prepared by the
honorary solicitor of the PHC and advised the PHC of what it was willing to
offer as conditions for the use of Princes Hall. The board of the PHC at its meeting
on 19 July 1944 found the conditions offered by the Youth Welfare Committee
unacceptable. It appointed a subcommittee consisting of A. Raphael, C. Breckler
and Sam Mase] to discuss the matter with three representatives of the Youth Welfare
Committee and to report to the board’s next meeting.

The protracted negotiations arouscd strong feelings in the community and became
the principal issue at the Annual General Meeting of the PHC held on 1 August
1944. At this meeting, |.B. Baggaridge, president of the Youth Welfare Committee,
moved,

that the members of the Congregation instruct the Board to allow

the Jewish Youth Welfare Committee to have immediate use of

Princes Hall, rent and rates free and without entering into any

legal agreement provided that:-

1. The Committee respects the religious requirements of the Board,

2. The Committee respects the existing rights of the Board and
all other communal bodies to the use of the Hall for meetings
and functions.
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3. The Committee, and any youth body which it sponsors, uses
the Hall only to further the following aims and objects — spiritual,
cultural, educational, philanthropy, physical development and
sport and social.

Speaking to the motion, Sam Masel reviewed in detail the negotiations thar had
taken place between the board and the committee and said that unity had been
arrived at on all points except that of signing a document which was necessary
under National Security Regulations. “This the Youth Welfare Committec s not
prepared to do.” {The stated requirement of the National Security Regulations
was obviously incorrect and raised as an obstruction. No such document was required
from Snider in 1942 and none was signed by the Youth Weltare Committee when
finally it took over Princes Hall.) )

M.E. Zettert moved an amendment “that the word ‘instruct” be replaced by
the word ‘recommend’.”” This was seconded and carried.

So much feeling had been aroused over this issue that at this mecting Baggaridgc
and Sabovsky, sponsorcd by the Youth Welfare Committee, were clected to the
board of the PHC 1n place of two existing members.

Following the recommendation from the Annual Meeting, the board of the PHC
at its mecting on 4 October 1944 decided that the Jewish Youth Welfare Committee
would be allowed the usc of Princes Hall upon receipt of a letter from the committee
embodying the arrangements already discussed and upen the committee undertaking
to provide a caretaker.

Subsequently, the meeting of the board of the PHC held on 29 November 1944
noted the receipt of a letter from the Jewish Youth Welfare Committee which
contained arrangements under which the committee would have the use of Princes
Hall. It was decided to accept these arrangements subject to sundry conditions.

In the issue of the AMaccabean Bulletin of lanuary 1945 the newly appointed president
of the Jewish Youth Welfare Commitiee, Sam Edelman, reported that the Princes
Hall was handed aver to the Jewish Youth Welfare Committee on 4 December
1944 and that the PHC was making available £125 towards the cost of renovating
and returbishing Princes Hall. An order had already been placed for 200 upholstered
chairs, a library room was to be built and furnished and the hall was ro be renovated
and repainted.

So ended the drawn-out often bitter, struggle from May to December 1944 for
the youth of the community to gain ready access to Princes Hall, the only communal
meeting place.

What motivated the board ot the PHC to take such a recalcitrant stand agaiust
its own youth? The only explanation, unrealistic as it may appear today, was that
among the twenty-one members of the committee of the Jewish Youth Welfare
Committee there was one member, Morrie Silver, who was a communist, and one
vice-president, Nate Zusman, who was also president of the Maccabean Youth Club,
who was known for his independent views.
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Fortunately, this unhappy episode was tollowed by friendly cooperation between
the PHC and the Jewish Youth Welfare Committee and the Maccabean Youth
Club which it sponsored.

Having regained control of Princes Hall, the Maccabean Youth Club turned it
into a hive of activity. There was hardly a day in the week when there was not
some youth activity in the hall. Apart from dances and games nights, there were
discussion and debating nights, play reading, fitness groups and the Habonim, which
came into cxistence at this time under the umbrella of the Maccabean Club through
the initiative of Dr Ben Haneman.

After the war, the Jewish community began to move northwards, away from
the Brisbane Street area where the Princes Hall was tocated. This was accentuated
when the Maccabeans acquired their own grounds in Yokine and built a pavilion
on the grounds which was gradually extended to become a hall. In the 19505 the
Princes Hall had become an unsuitable and unpopular venue for youth activities.

In August 1954 the Muccabean League, the successors to the Maccabean Youth
Club, surrendered its contrel of Princes Hall.
A communal hall to accommodate the growing nceds of the community was

urgently required.

This matter was raised by Alec Breckler ac the annual meeting of the PHC
in 1957, He proposed major extensions to Princes Hall or the erection of a free
standing building on the vacant land in Brisbane Street adjacent to the shule.

At the Annual Meeting of the PHC in 1958 a resolution was carried to build
in Brisbanc Street a building capable of seating 250-300 people at a banquet. This
resolution ignored the realites of the day, the the community no longer found
Brisbane Street a convenient location. A special meeting rejected the proposal to
build in Brisbane Street. Instead a modest proposal to returbish Princes Hall was
adopted. The issue was finally resolved when the Princes Hall was renovated. largely
with moncy donated by the Breckler family, and it was renamed Breckler Hall.

But this did not restore Princes hall to its former status as the real centre for
the youth and culeural lite of the community. The movement of the conmmunity
to the northern suburbs could not be arrested. The location and facilitics of the
ageing hall were no longer attractive to the youth of the community.

The transter of the shule o the northern suburbs in 1974 closed the chapter
of Brisbanc Street as the centre of Jewish communal life. The property, including
Princes Hall, was sold o the Posunaster-Geuneral’s Deparunent. The shule was
demolished but Princes hall still stands surrounded by equipment and activitics of
the PMG. It looks forlorn and deserted, a far cry trom when 1t was alive with
the vibrant activities of the Jewish community, particularly the youth.

For those who spent much ot their childhood and youth in Princes Hall, i will
always be remembered with aftection,
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The members participated in varied activities, including a celebration i 1938
on the anniversary of the fortieth year of service by Rabbi Freedman. At a cabaret
at the Embassy, the entertainment included a song by Mrs H. Casper, representing
the Ladies’ Benevolent Society.!s

In 1959 the death of Mrs Getta Pearlman was recorded, after forty years of
service to the ladies” work of the Tahara. Her name was placed on the honour
board.’* The minutes of the PHC recorded periodically that the Chevra Kadisha
thanked the Ladies” Benevolent Socicty for their work and invaluable cooperation.

One of the stalwarts of the Ladies’ Benevolent Society was Mrs Jessie Cohen.
She was borm in Poland, came to Loudon and married Henry Samwuel Cohen. They
migrated to Australia, scttling in Perth. Her service to the society was over a
period of twenty-one years. Another hard worker was Mrs. Sarah Joseph who
arrived in Perth in 1886. She was featured in The Westralian Judean, at the age of
ninety, as one who had served the society for “years and years”.”7

By 1985 the organisation had become redundant and it disappeared. The assets
were divided between the Aged Home and the Welfare Society.®

The Jewish Girls” Guild was formed in 1903. By the 1920s there were two adjuncts,
the Holy Vestment Society and the Children’s Ministering League. Their dutics
included helping distressed women and children, aud voluntary duties iu hospitals,
to both Jewish and non-Jewish pcople. During World War I they concentrated
on the Red Cross and on the collection of comforts for the men serving overseas.
The ladies who were active in this organisation were the same ladies who worked
on other committees, namely Mesdames Luber, Casper, E Silbert. In 1935 it was
recorded that the president was Mrs G. Luber, the secretary, Miss A. Horovitz.?
In 1909 the guild was congratulated for its good social work in organising a dance
which enabled the sum of £12 to be donated to the PHC.2 Over a period of nearly
fifty years the Jewish Girls’ Guild was mentioned in the minutes of the PHC for
donating a velvet cover, an honour board, white liniugs, a red cloth for the inside
of the Ark, and a new curtain for the pulpit.

In 1920 they conducted a Peace Ball, in 1925 they sent money to institutions
for holiday cheer, and visited the Children’s Hospital: “silent working, a little
organisation which carrics on its good charitable work. It helps the Red Cross
and the Children’s Hospital, and makes garments to be distributed to the needy™.
Under the auspices of the Jewish Children’s Miuistering League, a hospital gift
evening was arranged and presents were collected for distribution to hospitals.

To the delightful strains of Miss Ectie Rotfman’s Orchesra, the young
people danced away the hours, which passed all wo quickly, while
in the adjoining card rooms a large number found cnjoyment at
the tables. A dainty supper helped towards the success of the
evening.
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In December 1931 it was decided to consolidate the administration into a single
committee. The Jewish Children’s Mimistering League was absorbed into the ]cwish
Girls' League.

During the early years the women's activities were identified with the Perth
Hebrew Congregation, but many of these hard working ladies were also active
in organisations in the general Jewish community, in particular those associated
with Zionism. One such organisation was The ]c‘wish Women's League, formed
in 1924, when Madame Pevsner solicited donations for the purpose of purchasing
land in Palestine. This was initially led by Rosetta Luber, and later, Fanny Breckler.
It was devoted to sponsoring welfare projects for women and children in Palestine.
Of the inaugural meeting it was reported “there wasn’t enough warmth to melt
butter at the General Meeting convened by the Jewish Women’s League to assist
Jewish girls in Palestine”.2 The object of this meeting was to consider a request
from Madame Pevsner for £300 for a Jewish Girls’ Farm in Palestine. The sum
of £61 was raised.

In the following year an amount was raised to purchase a strip of land in Palestine,
and in 1930 money was raised for Ezra and WIZO to assist colonists and maternity
hospitals in Palestine. As well as this, money was raised for a bed at King Edward
Memorial Hospital in Perth. It was at this stage that the Jewish Women’s League
became the nucleus for the National Council for Jewish Women, raising funds
for both local and overseas Jewish charities.

There were many outstanding ladies during this period who gave their skills
and talents to the Jewish community, and in particular to the Perth Hebrew
Congregation. Mrs Fanny Breckler supported many of these organisations, including
the overdraft redemption fund, instituted by Charles Nathan in 1929. Mrs Breckler
was for many years one of the major donors, in her own right, to the funds of
the Perth Hebrew Congregation.

In May 1932 Rabbi Freedman made an appeal for the formation of a troop of
Jewish Girl Guides. Its first official mecting was in June 1932 with thirty girls
present.”

Within the tradition of the orthodox synagogue there is no provision for the
participation of women in the services. There was always a problem about the
shortage of seating in the women’s gallery, and this was one of the reasons for
the deciston to build the new synagogue in Freedman Avenue. The choir loft on
the mezzanine floor of the Brisbane Street shule did include women on a few
occasions. A mixed choir was formed in 1897, when the synagogue was consecrated.
“At the time announced for the commencement of the affair the choristers filed
into their places . . . the ladies iu their white costumes, relieved by flowers, looking
very attractive’ %
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From the mid-sixtics women commonly attended and participated in PHC general
meetings, but few women sought election to the Board of Management. Joan Blank
assumed office in 1976, and she was not only the first woman member of the board
in Perth, but also the first in Austcralia.

The Synagogue Ladies’ Auxiliary was formed in 1960 under the chairmanship
of Mrs G. Bloomfield. It attracted a large number of women. Its membership
fec was five shillings per annum. Catering became a valuable and reliable function
of the organisation, which was often conducted by ladies who wanted to air their
point of view. The auxiliary decorated the shule for the high holy days, and for
the Eshet Hayil ceremonies, and this was acknowledged by the board. In 1963 a
new cover for the reading desk was donated by them. During this time the presentation
of challah cloths to brides was introduced. In 1965 Rabbi Coleman isisted that the
catering was to be strictly kosher.

By the 1970s Bess Sharp, Minnie Simenson and Dora Shilkin had joined the anxiliary
and polishing the synagogue silver was included in the work of this band of ladies.
In 1973 plans were laid for a kitchen to be included in the new syuagogue.

Bella Walters introduced the custom of addressing the bridal couples at the
conclusion of shabbat services, accompanied by the presentation of the challah cloth.

In 1976 Zelda Pearlman was appointed chairpf:rson. Both Zelda Pearlman and
Bess Coheu were inscribed on the honour board for their dedicated services to
this organisation.

The new synagogue was opened i 1974 and in the following year a bookshop
was established, tulfilling requests for siddurim, mezuzotr, machzorim and tephillin. It
was housed in the Korsunski Memorial Foyer Entrance Hall.

By 1978, duc to the services in particular of Lonise Hoffman and Mignonne
Gubbay, the range increased to include a rich variety of literature and Jewish objets
d’art.

in February 1992, to commemorate the visit of the chief rabbi of the British

Commonwealth, Dr Jonathan Sacks, a donation of £10 000 was presented to the
PHC by the Bookshop.

There were activities to cater for the adolescents of the community. The Eshet
Hayil Ceremony was commenced in 1960, with weekly classes conducted for the
Bat Mitzvah girls. A Teeners Group, organised by Mrs C. Breckler, was established
i 1962, It consisted of three divisions, the early teenagers; the graduates from
the former group; and the late teencrs. These groups enjoyecl fortighty dances
']n({ SOCldlb The activities COntlnqu fOr some rime.

During the late 1970s Leila Hoffman played a major role in the organisation
of shalshudis meals, during which a quiz concerning the Sedra of the week was
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conducted. Zemirot and folk dancing were a regular part of the activities. During
the 1980s the facilitics of the shule were extended to include a creche, organised
by Mrs Ruth Levit for Chagim. In 1989 Rebbitzen Aviva Freilich began to deliver
regular shiurim, and in this year Leila Hoffman established a lending library at
the Perth Torah Education Centre.

In summary. The themes of activity of all these vital Jewish ladies included
philanthropy, welfare, and fund raising both inside and outside the Jewish community.
They used their creative talents in decoratng and cooking. They showed their
qualities of dedication and holiness in the work of Tahara. Their success in hostessing
social functions displayed skills in management and efficient organisation. The many
examples documented of Jewish women in the Perth Hebrew Congregation’s life
may well have given Moritz Lazurus the inspiration to write, in The Westralian
Judean, “This wonderful and mysterious preservation of the Jewish race is due to
the Jewish woman. This is her glory, not alone in the history of her own people,
but in the history of the world.”
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THE ROLE OF THE PERTH HEBREW
CONGREGATION IN JEWISH EDUCATION AND
YOUTH ACTIVITIES IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
Louise Hoffman

THE EARLY YEARS

Since early Talmudic times the cornerstones of a Jewish commnnity have been
the synagogne and the school. The Jews of Western Anstralia since the formative
and early years of their communities have nnderstood this well, and each congregation
in its history endeavoured to provide a Hebrew and religion school !

At a mecting of the Perth Hebrew Congregation on 23 August 189 it was
decided to establish an education board to arrange a school for the education of
Jewish children in Perth.2 The Reverend A.T. Boas of Adelaide, who came to
lay the foundation stone of the Brisbane Street Synagogue, October 1896, kindly
consented to inaugurate the Hebrew School in a temporary building . . . upwards
of fifty childen attending the school who are tanght by honorary teachers . . ™

The Perth Hebrew School, which has educated gencrations of Jewish men and
women on the observance of Judaism and knowledge of their Jewish heritage, was
born. Throughour the ninety-six year and occasionally chequered history it has
never failed to provide some form of tuition, nor has the Perth Hebrew Congregation
in that time ever underestimated the importance of Jewish education in Jewish
communal life.

The Reverend D.I. Freedman, recently appointed minister and teacher to the
congregation, assumed the position of headmaster of the Perth Hebrew School
immediately after his arrival in March 1897 as the congregation took over control
of the school. He retained this position with but a brief absence at war until his
death in 1939, some forty-two years later. As he put his mark not only on the
Perth Hebrew Congregation bur also Western Australian Jewry, so did he stamp
the Perth Hebrew School with his own philosophy and style of Jewish education
in his time and beyond. As he sought to unify the disparate social groups within
the community so he sought to socialise their children in each generation through
the teaching of Hebrew and religion at the Perth Hebrew School. His insistance
on the centrality of the school for all the Jewish children of the community never
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diminished. Dismayed at the “appalling 1gnorance™ of elementary bible knowledge
by the Jewish children in his classes at the public schools where he would teach
once or twice a week, he wrote: “A Jewish community should consider as one
of its most important duties, the object of rearing and training their children as
pious Jews. In a city like this the duty becomes terribly urgent.™

From the start, finance, administration, attendance, teaching and curriculum posed
chronic problems and attempts to solve them have occupied succeeding boards of
management ever since.

Although the Board of Munagement at first did not expect to reap any profit
from the school, they obviously did not want to sustain any substantial financial
loss. To avoid this, the headmaster was voted £26 in lieu of school fees.” Congregation
members were to pay a capitation fee of 3d per week; it was thought they would
be only too delighted to pay the tax. The school was thus to be free to all children.
This changed time and again over the years. To pay or not to pay was the vexatious
question. With the arrival m the community of new tamilics who were too poor
to be members of the congregation, it was not long before a charge to non-members

Was l'l'l(’ldﬁ‘.

The school was administered by an education committee recruited from members
of the Executive and Board of Management of the congregation, Characteristic
of the committee members was their prominence in the world of business, commerce
and some few in the professions. They gave generous time, serious thought and
planning to the administration of the school, not only in its financial and educational
aspects but to social and sporting activities as well. This has been evident throughout
the history of the congregation.

The annual cxaminations were carried out in conjunction with the headmaster
by independent examiners who were appointed cach year and who reported their
results in the printed congregation annual reports. At first the public examinations
took place in the synagogue where the children were tested — before admiring
parents and friends.

Prizes were distributed in plenty with support from generous donors. Cash prizes
from [ve shillings to one puinea were common and on occasion ten and twelve
guincas. Prize night was once of the highlights of the school year, the prizes being
distribured by the minister’s wife and the wife ot one of the senior members of
the board. Scenes have been recalled of the rable tull of prizes, “everyone got
one”, the excitement and pride of walking onto the stage and the concert that
followed. It was usually a long concert including recitations (both humorous and
serious), instrnmental solos, anything up to twenty or more items.

From the start a co-educational schoel, dux of the school was the prize often
taken hy girls. The apogee of the school year, following the examinations and
distribution of prizes, was the annual scheol picnic and sports day, a much looked
forward to event. The first was in 1899 when the children were taken to Canning
Bridge. Thereafter the ferry Duchess was hired and a picnic at Pomt Walter with
organised sports and prizes and hampers of food and drink to be enjoyed. No effort
was spared by the caring band of men of the Education Comimittee to ensure
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a good time was had by all. In 1905 a near tragedy occurred as the Duchess collided
with the steam tug Dunsky. There were some miraculous escapes, some were injured
and many suffered shock. On the Sunday followiug the ili-fated picuic, “a special
thanksgiving service was held in the Synagogue when in the presence of a crowded
congregation we offered our gratitude to God for His Divine Providence . . ."7
The annnal picnic did not take place the next year but was resumed in 1907.

Names which stand out in Jewish education in the early years are Henry Sceligson,
S.L. Horowitz, Solomon Herman, E.P. Solomon, Gus Luber, E. Casper, Joe Sharp,
L. Van Praag and LLH. Boas.

In a short time the Perth Hebrew School became a distinctive Jewish institution.
The children wok part as a discrete body in the school demonstrations which were
part of the 1901 Commonwealth cclebrations. While preserving Jewish identity
the school was an agent of socialisation and acculturation into the wider socicty
for the children of the English speaking as well as those of the “foreign”, mostly
Yiddish speaking immigrants who arrived in substantial numbers during the first
and second decades of the century.

The children learnt to have concern for fellow Jews in far away places by
coutributing to charity. In 1905 Mrs Adler, wife of the chief rabbi in England,
acknowledged the receipt of £10 coutributed by the school children, at the rate
of one penny per week, towards the Loudon Children’s Penny Dinner Fund. She
wrote, it was “a real happiness o know that the kindly Jewish heart, which has
ever a warm corner for the suffering of others, was as cver ready to show practical
sympathy in the far Antipodes as iu crowded London.™ Furthermore she hoped
they would all continue in their kind efforts, which they did entirely until the
headmaster was asked to join the Annual Protection Society in Perth. A general
charity fund was then established and donations made not only to that society
but to the Children's Hospital and the “poor Yemenite Jews who were dying”
from exposure and starvation. To bring home the tragic violence of the Kishinev
massacres in 1903 there was no music or concert at the aunual prize giving ceremony.

The availability of suitable Hebrew School teachers was then and ever since
a source of worry. Reverend Freedman complained:

I regret to say that the matter of assistant teachers is still in au
unsatisfactory state . . . I frequently have had to take the whole
school alone, and have beeu compelled to employ some of the pupils
themselves as teachers occasionally."

Women were the mainstay of the teaching staff and in 1907 Freedman appealed
to the young men of the community:

I wouder why it is that young men do not help in the work of
the school to the same extent as young wotnen . . . If you read
the names of teachers in connection with Synagogue Religion Classes
it is so rare to find “Mr” it is “Miss” all the way down. [ do
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hope that some of our Perth young men if capable of teaching
will be filled with a sense of their duty and assist us in educating
our children. You will understand, thercfore, how grateful T am
to Mr W. Davis who apart from mysclf is the only male teacher
in the School.i®

Freedman defended his teachers from criticism on many occasions, and although
their stipend may have been pitiful, the reward to descrving retirees was often
a presentation of a suitably engraved gold watch or diamond and gold locket.

The original synagogue schoolroom was not practical. Notice ot a special fund
raising meeting for new accommodation read in part:

At present the Synagogue has to be used as a Schoolroom and
apart from the injury cansed to the property, this weakens the
fecling of reverence and respect in which the sacred building should

be held by the children.tt

The school hall, ro be known as Princes Hall, and built in 1905 at a cost of
£800 was also impractical and the synagoguc was again used as a school. However,
Princes Hall, behind the synagogue, came to be the focal point for all community
activitics for young and old alike until the shule moved to Mount Lawley.

Scheol attendance was encouraged and a gold medal was given for perfect
attendance, a silver medal for not more than two absences. This practice continued
for several decades from 1902. Absenteeism was not to be tolerated and notes were
delivered to parents informing them of absence, or on occasion of leaving their
children too long before the hour of instruction commenced.

The first books to be purchased for the school by the headmaster were 100 Hebrew
Primers, 50 Abrahams Scripture History, 20 Hebrew Grammars by M. Adler, 1
dozen Pentateuch, 2 dozen Daily Prayers, 2 dozen Bibles (Hebrew and English}
and 2 dozen Hagadas.

The curriculum was composed of Hebrew reading, translation, scripture history
and religion, Neginos of the Sedra, a Barochos of the Haphtorah, the reading of the
law and the Haphtorah for the upper classes.

Tuition took place on Wednesday afternoon, Saturday and Sundays. In various
yecars the headmaster, who gave nine hours instruction as against four by assistant
tcachers, also taught boys Haphtorah classes three days a week. By 1913 there were
classes on six days a week. Boys of seven years and up were able to sight read
Haphtorot and the school provided a shule choir. Enrolments had increased to 184
from 50 in 1897, due to increased immigration and high birth rate in those years.?2

A significant change occurred in 1914. A Perth Hebrew School and Cheir Board
was appointed to guide the school, an experiment to place the school under the
control of a body outside the Synagogue Committee. As many of the children
were those of non-paying members, regulation was again invoked for non-seat
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holders to pay a fec. The teaching staff was the largest ever, comprising the headmaster
and twelve assistant teachers.!?

The syllabus of instruction had been extended and included reading, translation,
scripture history, the Jewish religion, the sacred days of the Jewish year, a glossary
of Hebrew words and phrases concerning Jewish life and rital texts, psalms and
scripture portions {by heart), Hebrew grammar and Hebrew writing. The cxaminers
applauded the syllabus but regretted “a tendency to recite the prayers in a hurried
and in many instances a slipshod manner ™"

A branch of the school was established in West Perth in the home of Mrs Charles
Nathan. Nine pupils were enrolled and seven attended regularly. The well-to-do
West Perthites paid one shilling for the services of the teacher, Miss Mandclbaum. s

In 1916 the Reverend Freedman, who had been appointed chaplain to the Australian
Military Forces in 1913, went to war where he served in Gallipeli and France.
There was a marked drop in stedent enrolment, down to 112, the Hebrew School
and Choir Board disbanded and control returned to a Congregation Committee.
Sidney R. Jaffc was acting headmaster. He is remembered as a small man who
worce high heels, was very English and “inclined to hit the kids™.

When Rabbi Freedman returned from the war in 1918 there was a marked change.
The social cleavage which divided the Anglicised from the “foreign” Jews was
retlected in Jewish education at the tme. In that year there were three other
schools In existence. First, there was a school conducted under the auspices of
the Zionist Association and known as “Mr Honig's School”™. Mordechai Honig
came to Western Australia from Palestine in 1913 as a teacher of languages. He
wils rejccted from the Australian Army at the outbreak of war, ofﬁcially because
of poor eyesight, but some say because e was thought to be a Turkish spy.

Most of the pupils came trom the Yiddish speaking tamilies who felt the Perth
Hebrew Congregation was not religious enough and resented it. Honig has been
remembered as a handsome, gentle man, fluent in modern Hebrew, who taught
children the Hebrew names for animals by singing them to the mne of “Old
MacDonald Had a Farm™.17

Secondly, Ben Zion Sharp ran a Haphtorah class for boys only; and third, there
was the Wese Perth School of Miss Mandelbaum. “They used to field three cricket
teams (not always an cleven) in the paddock near the shule, where the cries could
be heard. ‘I belong to Mr Honig’s team’ or ‘I'm in Mr Sharp’s team’, or T'm
playing for the Hebrew School Team’.#

Rabbi Freedman set about reunitication, bur failed to effect a merger between
the Perth Hebrew School and Honig's Hebrew Speaking School. In 1918 the West
Australian Jewish Education Association was formed and control of the school passed
trom the Congregation Board to that bedy, independent of congregational control.
Although under its auspices, it was hoped to be seen by others, particularly members
ot the Perth Jewish Association,”? as being free of Anglicised influence.

The Perth Hebrew School had gone backward for the first time since its inception:
from 184 cnrolments in 1914 to 54 in 1913
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The Depression had its effect on the school. Enrolments which had leapt to 160
in 1930, fell a year later to 100. The salary bill had doubled and many parents
were unable to pay fees. To overcome the financial difficulty, guarantees (bank
and individual) were sought, and fund raising activities were initiated. The hope
and excitement engendered by the engagement of the Serebriers waned quickly.
Their limited command of English proved them unsuitable and as doubts arose
of the centrality of Hebrew Language their contract was terminated in 1931. The
school reverted to the earlier style of religious knowledge and familiarity with
the synagogue service as the core curriculum.

Rabbi Freedman devised new methods of instruction. He composed verses set
to music based on traditional melodies of the Synagogue Service, explaining the
significance of the festivals. To the tune of Kol Nidrei was sung “When Tishri is
but ten days old/The story of our life is told/On Yom Kippur the Solemn Fast/

1191

The life of every soul is cast.

He later extended the ideas to cover a wide variety of subjects from the ten
commandments to parts of Hebrew grammer.

Good things happened in 1936. Biblical Hebrew was introduced as a subject in
the State public examinations for Junior and Leaving. A substantial schoolhouse
was built on a block of land adjoining the synagogue with eight classrooms to
accommodate 250 pupils. At the same time an adjacent hall was built for the Monash
troop of boy scouts {and later girl guides). The financial problems of the school
were overcome as a result of the magnificent bequest to the Perth Hebrew
Congregation {rom the estate of Phineas Seeligson.

By the 1950s there was a critical dissatisfaction with the standard of Jewish education
at the school. A new board headed by Albert Gild led to some reforms. Modern
Hebrew pronunciation was re-introduced, Leon Zeffert replaced congregation
minister Rubin-Zacks as headmaster, and negotiations to recruit a tcacher from
Israel began (again).

Isaac Atlas, a graduate of the Hebrew University, arrived in Perth, accompanied
by his wife, in 1953. Like on the arrival of the Serebriers a generation earlier,
spirits ran high. Optimism based on a touching faith in the ability of the new
teacher to lead the Jewish children of Perth toward enlightenment was soon dashed.
Plans had been made and executed. The president and the minister of the congregation
with the president of the School went to Fremantle to greet the Atlases who arrived
on the $.8. Orcades. They were taken to a self coutained apartment which had
been prepared for them and were guests at a reception given in their honour.
Hope was high tor success. However, a disgruntled Atlas refused to prepare a
programmime for the school or supervise staff. He would do nothing but teach class.
The president and committee were affronted by his intransigence and he lett the
State with not a lesson given.

Undeterred the committee obtained the services of Sarah Finkelstein, a professional
Hebrew teacher from New South Wales. Miss Finkelstein was of English birth,
possessed of deep spiritual faith, and was regarded with the utmost respect by
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the community. She trained many young boys for their Bar Mitzvah. Trained teachers
were now cmployed on a part time basis and right of entry to public schools
for religious instruction was established where there were numbers of Jewish children.

Albert Gild and his committee (of mostly concerned parents) pressed for a young
tcacher. After several attempts at recruiting a suitable teacher from England the
congregation, with its usual penchant for engaging one person to perform multiple
offices, decided in 1959 to employ Emanuel Fischer as assistant minister and teacher.
He proved unsuitable as a chazan but took over in 1964 as principal of the Hebrew
School. In that time he was subsidised by the congregation to acquire a professional
teaching qualification, which he did. And then in 1968 he left the State with his
tamily to scttle in [srael. During his term as principal Fischer oversaw the division
of scripture classes at Coolbinia School into liberal and orthodox and arranged
with the Education Department that Jewish children should have two days of Yom
Tov to observe the major festivals. For a time some classes were held at Floreat
where a number of young Jewish families lived. Even correspondence lessons were
offercd to families who lived far away.2

However all this began to fade as the Jewish Day School movement picked
up pace. Jewish education was transferred almost entircly from the congregation
to a new secular organisation. It started in 1957 with twenty-four children in the
Secligson Kindergarten with Miss Finkelstein as director and Dr O. Tofler as president.
Two years later Carmel School, a day school, started with seven children in Grade
one. From 1960 a grade was added cach year. Rooms were allotted in the Robinson
Avenue schoolhouse until 1963 when the school moved to new premises in Cresswell
Road, Yokine, in part of the Maccabean Grounds. The congregation and the Seeligson
Trust provided financial support, but advised the school should take only children
of orthodox parents. That is, the children were to be halachically acceptable as orthodox
Jews. An cnrolment summary for Western Australian Hebrew Schools in 1960 showed
Perth Hebrew School 183, Temple David School 110, Seeligson Kindergarten 25,
Carmel School 23.2

The success of the day school meant a decline but not the demisc of the Perth
Hebrew School. By 1968 enrolments had fallen sharply and lessons for a few students
took place at Carnrel School. In 1973 Julia Solomon took over the school as
headmistress, a post she retained until 1989. Lessons take place in Breckler Hall
within the synagogue building in Freedman Road, Menora.

During Rabbi Coleman’s time as minister he started a Tephilin Club and arranged
for older boys to take the higher exams in Hebrew from England.

Youth activities have always been supported by the congregation but not necessarily
instigated. The role of the congregation in youth, sporting and soctal activities
has been supportive, rather than dynamic as in the sphere of education. In the
1920s the Tennis Club and Zionist Athletic Association were formed, and later
the Maccabean Club. In the 1930s a boy scout and girl guide troop was organised.
Dances were held in the Princes Hall where young people could meet. Organisations
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The advent of Rabbi Freilich as minister to the congregation in 1988 brought
new life and enthusiasm for Jewish learning and education to congregants of all
ages. A library and a bookshop support the learning process. Fifty to sixty people
attend the rabbi’s shiurim. The Perth Hebrew Congregation is educating all. For
those adults who missed out along the way there’s now plenty of opportunity to
pick up the missing educational pieces.
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PHILANTHROPY
Harry A tlas

Philanthropy (charity) is usually translated by the Hebrew Tzedakah. It 1s limited
to mean the giving of alms to the poor. It is a sacred duty for every Jew to
provide Tzedakah. For all other acts of benevolence or kindness the phrase Gemilut
Hesed 1s used. The distinction between the two 1s defined by the following passage:-

In three respects is Gemilut Hassadim superior to Tzedakah. Tzedakakh
can only be performed with one’s material possessions, Gemilut
Hassadim both 1n kind and in service. Tzedakah can only be given
to the poor, Gemilut Hassadim to both rich and poor. Tzedakah can
only be performed for the living. Gemilut Hassadim for both the
living and the dead.

The rabbis have laid the greatest stress on the Spirit in which Charity 15 given.
Under no circumstances was the recipient to be shamed. In the highest forms of
Tzedakah the donor and recipient are ignorant of cach other’s identity.

For thousands of years Jewry has been steeped in these doctrines of philanthropy.

One hundred years ago a tiny isolated group of Jews gathered to form the Perth
Hebrew Congregation. The duty of Tzedakah and Gemilur Hesed would prove to

be an essential bond for their survival.

One hundred years of philanthropy has seen the Perth Hebrew Congregation
exhibiting the finest traditions of Gemilut Hesed or charity in its finest form. The
organisations and groups that embraced these traditions were as diverse as the
congregation they served.

The carliest of these groups were mainly English speaking. They had migrated
from other parts of Australia, from England, or were east European Jews who
had migrated after a stay in England. Later migrants referred to these early pioneers
as Anglos.

The 18%0s was a timc of burgeoning growth. The discovery of gold bought

newcomers to the colony. Jewish numbers had increased from 129 in 1891 to 1259
in 1901. This tenfold increase was never to be repeated. Migrant groups who came
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The early work of Reverend Freedman had enconraged a strong sense of duty
in the tledgling community. The Ladies Benevolent Society extended its welfare
work to the outside community. The Jewish Girls’ Guild formed in 1906 helped
distresscd women and children in the geueral community and performed voluntary
duties in hospitals. The Perth Hebrew Congregation regularly identified with appeals
for hospitals and the Home of Peace.

Its non exclusiveness was confirmed by the Western Australian historian ].S. Battye
who commented, “the members of this small community of Jews are particularly
prominent in the various charitable and philanthropic movements”.

The community’s sense of duty did not rest with its responsibilities to charitics
at home. Following the notorious Kishiney pogrom in 1903 in Russia, a mass rally
was held and raised £427 for Russian Jewish relief.

During the five year period preceding the First World War, migrants who were
referred to as “Yiddishers™ outnumbered the English speaking Jews who were
attracted to the State.

The year 1909 saw the incorporation of the Perth Jewish Association by the
many Yiddishers who decided that they needed a shule that reflected the orthodoxy
that they knew and could understand. They resented the Anglos attitude towards
them. Much more serious was the resentment many of the Palestinians felt towards
the Hebrew Philanthropic Society. It had a long history of assisting new arrivals
with grants and loans. The needs of the new arrivals perfectly fitted the reason
for the society’s existence. Many migrauts from Palestine, particularly a group from
Safed, were rebuffed when they asked for free loan assistance to establish their
hawking and marine collecting enterprises. The antipathy between the Perth Hebrew
Congregation’s Philanthropic Society and the Safed Jews, who were establishing
scparate Minyanim became a source of serious grievance. It was alleged that the
society was overbearing in its attitude to the new foreign born migrants.

With considerable faith and few resources the newcomers established a Gemilut
Hesed, calling it the Perth Jewish Free Loan Society. Funds were raised by membership
and in its formative years it was closely associated with the leaders and membership
of “the lietle shule™. This was to continue into the early 1920s when increasing
prosperity led to many members deserting the Perth Jewish Association and becoming
members of the Perth Hebrew Congregation. The Free Loan Society, despite periods
of instability, was to become a strong communal philanthropic organisation with
leadership from both congregations. The difficulties of the Depression saw bath
the Hebrew Philanthropic and the Free Loan Societies working cooperatively during
those dismal years.

Following the declaration of war in 1914, the Ladies Benevolent Society and
the Jewish Girls’ Guild coucentrated on work for the Red Cross. Both organisations
spearheaded appeals for comforts for the men overseas. The Perth Hebrew
Congregation was deeply involved in the campaign. The outstanding contributions
made by Western Australian Jewry during the war years earned fulsome praise
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in the West Australian newspaper. Many articles expressed praise for the war effort
of the Western Australian Jewish Community and Rabbi D.]. Freedman's outstanding
leadership.

The women’s organisations of the Perth Hebrew Congregation had a strong
Anglo leadership. The Ladies Benevolent Society was led by Mrs Joseph Sharp,
Mrs Gustus Luber and Mrs Harry Cohen. The Jewish Gitls’ Guild was now deeply
involved in philanthropy within and outside the community. The establishment of
a Jewish Women’s League, initially by Rosetta Luber and carried forward by Fanny
Breckler, had as its aim the sponsoring of welfare projects for women and children
in Palestine. In the late 19205, following a visit by Dr Fanny Reading of Sydney,
the league became the Council of Jewish Women.

In 1926 the Immigration Welfare Society was formed and welcomed immigrants
who had escaped from czarist Russia, on their arrival in Fremantle. It also helped
to find employment for those scttling in the State.

The great Depression was a national disaster that affected the whole community.
With so many members experiencing serious financial problems, charitable and
rclief work became the major activity. The number of applications for interest
free loans were at record levels. Both the Philanthropic Society and the Free Loan
Society were forced to reduce the amount they could lend to any one borrower.

‘The Ladies Benevolent Society made weekly grants of money and food to destitute
families. Rosetta Luber, Louise Casper and Fanny Silbert were leading figures in
providing desperately nceded aid. When welfare agencies found it difficult ro meet
the demands on them, generous individual donations enabled the volume of calls
for assistance to be met.

Under Fanny Breckler the National Council functioned as the premier women’s
group, assuming large philanthropic responsibility. Fanny Breckler not only supported
all charitablc endeavours, but privately helped many families in difficult circumstances
on a scale which made her virtually a welfare agency in her own right. In this
work she was assisted by her daughter Vera Rosenwax.

When Phineas Seeligson died in 1935 he bequeathed his fortune to the congregation.
His bequest transformed the basis of charitable work within the community. His
assets were to be administered by the Seeligson Trust, composed of the chief minister
and the three trustees of the Perth Hebrew Congregation plus three coopted members.
Annual grants were to be made to the Perth Hebrew Congregation and the Perth
Hebrew School. An important and far reaching direction of the will empowered
the trustees with the discretion to assist deserving members of the community to
enable them to pursue studies at a tertiary insticuion. From 1936 onward, the Seeligson
Trust made loans and grants directly to individuals as well as subsidising the charitable
bodies such as the Ladies Benevolent Society and National Council of Jewish Women.

Seeligson’s generosity introduced an unobtrusive but powerful agency within the
structure of the community. The trustees sought and obtained permission to widen
the scope of the Seeligson Trust. The origins and support for the Seeligson
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Seeligson Trust: Minutes of Inaugural Meeting of Trustees.
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Fremantle, the first port of call for migrant ships, became a centre of communal
interest. The Weltare Society aceepted the responsibility of meeting vessels and
greeting Jewish immigrants to Australia. The task was undertaken by a band of
workers led by Fremantle identity Issy Orloff. Kosher tood, clothing, toys and
medical supplics were distributed to the newcomers on board.

Sydney Einteld, president of the Executive Council of Australian Jewry and
president of the Australian Welfare Society, visited Perth to encourage the absorption
ot several familics. Meagre attempts at rescttlement in Perth failed.

The 1954 Commonwealth Census revealed the discrepancy between Western
Australia’s Jewish intake compared with all other Jewish communities in Australia.
Between 1946 and 1953 Western Australia had absorbed 130 Jewish refugees compared
with the 15 000 Australian intake.

Rabbi Rubin-Zacks, in a public meeting of the Welfare Society, described Perth’s
record as a “disastrous failure’ because Perth had lost two vital opportunities to
help secure the community's future.

in 1974 the Hebrew Philantbropic Society jolued the Welfare Society under Roy
Shilkin’s chairmanship. The Ladics Benevolent Society disbanded in 1985 and divided
its asscts between the Aged Home and the Welfare Society.

Of the welfare organisations that predated the Sceligson Trust only the Free
Loan Society endured. The devotion of Cyril Pearlman, its treasurer, has ensured
its survival.

Godel Korsunski, a successtul businessman and lifelong Zionist died in 1972 leaving
bequests of his large fortune to various funds and institutions in Isracl. He willed
the remaining portion of his estate to the Godel Korsunski Trust to be administered
on behalf of the G. Korsunski Carmel School. Parents in need can apply for partial
or total remission of fees which can then be met by the Korsunski or Secligson
Trusts.

The mid 1970s and 1980s were the period in which positive efforts were made
to encourage migration. The Western Australian Board of Deputics established
an [mmigration Committee headed by Keith Shilkin.

Advertisements were placed in the Jewish press in South Africa and England,
encouraging potential migrants to THINK PERTH. The Welfare Society
concentrated on welcoming and assisting families to become established. It acquired
a three bedroom unit named Shalom House to provide temporary accommodation
tor the new arrivals. The migrant groups from Britain, Scotland, South AfTica
and Russia caused dramatic changes in the communal mix of Perth Jewry.

A preponderance of married couples with young families, particularly from South
Africa, provided the community’s religious and educational mstitutions with hope
for the furure. The philanthropic needs of the community continue to be served
by nstitutions who jealously guard the sacred dury of Tzedakah and Gemilut Hesed.
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PERTH HEBREW CONGREGATION IN PUBLIC
Rabbi Dr Shalom Coleman™

It was the prophet Jeremiah who exhorted the exiles to “pray for the welfare
of the city in which you live, for in its peace is your peace™.! In this regard the
Jewish community of Perth has not been found wanting in representing the Jewish
contribution in almost every phase of the State’s development. The brief however,
pays tribute to the Jewish personalitics whose contribution as citizens of Western
Australia had never permitted their public or professional careers to abandon or
weaken their ties with the Jewish people and Judaism.

Whilce the port of Fremantle has been associated with the name of the Samsons
since 1t was established in 1829, there have been others, notably Elias Solomon,
civic lcader and parliamentary representative in the State and federal legislatures.
Of particular importance is the name L. Alexander, who was mayor of the town
between 1901-02. The Fremantle Hebrew Congregation was established by this time.
It had met over the shop of Benjamin Solomon in 1887, and Alexander was elected
the first president. The first lay reader or Baal Tephillah was Henry Seeligson, and
it was his son Phincas who, on his demise on 11 August 1935 at scventy-seven
years of age, had left his entire fortune to the Jewish community for the purpose
ot dispensing charity and encouraging education. However, the Fremantle
congregation did not last long. Most of the Jewish people had moved to Perth.

There were only 57 Jewish souls in the colony’s census of 1870, and only 129
in the census of 1891, The discovery of gold brought a rapid increase in numbers,
and led to the establishment of a synagogue at Kalgoorlie. A special meeting established
the congregation on 9 October 1901, and a few years later a timber and iron building
in Brookman Street opened as a synagogue.

By far the most outstanding personalities of the town were Louis and Mrs Alman.
Louis Alman was a veteran. He was a town councillor for forty years, deputy
mayor and then mayor, an office he filled with distinction until his demise in 1969.
Hc was accorded a civic funeral conducted by the rabbi from Perth accompanied
by mecmbers of the Perth Hebrew Congregtion Board. Louis Alman was also

* Rabbt v Shalom Coleman, CBE, AM, JP, has himscll been active in public atfairs, some ot his posts being
past grand chaplain Freemasonry, district governor Rotary, trustee Karrakatta Cemetery Board, president Dental
Hoard and past exccutive of the RSL.
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prominent in a brotherhood known as the Druids. At the same time, alongside
his public service he was president of the congregation, and supervised its dissolution

when the Jews had left.

In the first half of the century, the Perth Hebrew Congregation (PHC) enjoyed
a rcputation which had commanded the respect of all sections of the Western
Austrlaian community. There were Jewish men and women in public life whose
presence, personality and ability brought lustre to the name of the Jew. It made
the congregation the mouthpiece and acknowledged representative of all Jews in
the State. Some names still endure, yer the people have gone long ago. Their
contribution to public life has done much for the hundred and one societies, associations
and organisations which span the entire canvass of human life in the State politically,
spiritually and communally.

One of the more famons names is that of Sir Charles Nathan CBE (1870-1936),
who led trade delegations on behalf of the government, but who still had time
to hold office twice as honorary treasurer of the PHC. It was Sir Charles who
he]ped another outstanding member of the PHC, Harold Boas, to bring to frnition
plans, in the first decade of the century, transforming the Brisbane Street Synagogue
into a magnitficent structure in Byzantine style.

Harold Boas came from Adelaide and became Perth'’s city planner. He was honorary
architect of the PHC until his demise in 1980, and presented the plans of the new
synagogue 1n his ninety-first year. He was awarded the OBE in the 1968 Queen'’s
Honours. As a historian and essayist he wrote articles for the general public on
a variety of topics, but his biography of Sir Charles Nathan is one of his best.2
Harold Boas compiled the Australian Jewry Book of Honour for the Great War 1914-18.
Fle was also a representative for the YMCA and probably the only Jew in Australia
to represent a Christian association. A park is named after him in the city.

Harold’s older brother Lionel was the second and longest serving administrator
of the Karrakatta Cemetery. He was in office for forty-four years (1902-46), and
transformed a wilderness into a well-ordered system of bnrial. The ornamental
wrought-iron gates at the Smythe Road entrance, which lead into the Jewish Section
of the cemetery, were erected to perpetuate his memory. Lionel Boas was a councillor
and mayor of the City of Subiaco, and together with ].J. Simmons, founded the
Young Australia League.

There were 17 287 Jews in Australia at the time of the Great War, and 11 percent
enlisted voluntarily compared with 9 percent of the total population. Also 15 percent
ot the Jewish personnel lost their lives against 14 percent of all non-Jews. Figures
ot enlistments in World War II are available only for Western Australia. Apart
from the Senior Jewish Chaplain Rabbi Danglow’s personal assessments, there are
no statistics for the total number of Jews in the Armed Forces in Australia. However,
the figures for Western Australia are significant for those of all other States. Sixteen
percent or two hundred persons enlisted, and the names of those who paid the
supreme sacrifice are cnshrined on one side of the Jewish’ Memorial in Kings Park,
and on a limestone rock in the synagogue grounds acquired for the purpose by
Jack Krasnostein OBE when he was president of the congregation. According to
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Danglow’s figures the number of Australian Jews serving in World War 11 was
3 870. Thirty-seven were decorated for bravery and 134 died.

Rabbi D.I. Freedman, Rabbi of the PHC (1897-1939), was responsible for the
building of the Jewish Memorial. He was elected president of the Returned Services
League (RSL) and went to London as the Australian delegate to the sixth biennial
conference of the British Empire Services League. Being overseas, he accepted
an invitation to act as substitute Australian delegate to the 14th Assembly of the
League of Nations at Geneva.

In a more contemporary sctting Ron Stone has given yecoman service to the
RSL as acting warden, and as sub-warden of the War Memorial. As chairman
of the Jewish Ex-Service League of WA, with Jack London as his honorary secretary,
he has been responsible for the Jewish ANZAC Dawn Service, bringing governors,
premiers and RSL presidents among other notable men and women, to attend.
Rou’s public service has been of the utmost value strengthening PHC relations
with our neighbours of ather faiths. Ron is a veteran of local government: he
has served as a member of the Shire of Perth, then councillor of the City of Strling
when the shire’s name changed, and has been mayor. He was also a councillor
tor the City of Perth, has been awarded Australian honours, aud in November
1991 was made a freeman of the City of Stirling, the first Jew to be honoured
in this way.

Ron uever fails to help the congregation with his special expertise and experience,
and the PHC appreciates the assistance he gave during the negotiations which led
to the granting of land for the new synagogue and youth centre in Mount Lawley.

Eric Silbert is another name linked with the Je wish contribution to local government
and the Scnate of the University of Western Australia. He too, has been awarded
Aussralian Honours. His stand in the struggle for Soviet Jewry is well recognised.

There are members of the PHC, presidents among them, who have contributed
much to Freemasonry in Western Australia. They include worshipful masters, and
have becn awarded Grand Lodge honours. Masonic services in the PHC Synagogue,
in Brisbane Street and Mount Lawley, have given nou-Jews of all sections of the
community a closer aud more iutelligent look at the rituals and custom of Jewish
worhsip rooted in the Holy Temple of Jerusalem so much a part of its own tradition.
Howard Solomon, a distinguished wiember and honorary solicitor of the PHC, is
the only Jew to have reached the rank of grand master. It is the highest position
in Freemasonry, and the writer was privileged to be his grand chaplain. Howard
was made a CBE in the Queen’s Honours.

There are also many members of the PHC who have been and scill are rotarians.
Some have been presidents, Paul Harris fellows (Rotary’s highest award) and district
committee members who continue to play an important part in the numerous
charitable, educational, health and community-based enterprises which Rotary
embraces. In 1967 Nate Shilkin, while serving as vice-president of the PHC Board,
was one of the first, if not the first, district governor of Rotary in the Statc.
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There was another district governor, Dr Jack Hoftman, this time of the Lions
Clubs of Western Australia and Jack is also president of the Friends of the Hebrew
University. Jack and his wite Louise arc respected members of the PHC. Louisc
was associated with Dr Mossenson in his history of the Jews of Western Australia,
and has brought the knowledge of Jews and Judaism to many people from all walks
of life, through her involvement with the PHC Bookshop.

The PHC is fortunate te have among its members a scholar of the calibre of
Dr David Mossenson. He has given much of his time and experience as a member
of the PHC Board and to the Carmel School. In the sphere of education many
names come to mind of both men and women that have played and continue to
play a significant role. Dr Mossenson has a unique repuration among all of them.
It was particularly evident in what has been called “The Great Debate™, a national
televised discussion he had with the professor of Education of Queensland’s James
Cook University. Dr Mossenson was director general of Education in Wetern
Australia. twice honoured by the Queen, with impcri;kl and Australian orders, has
received many awards, even a coveted honorary Doctor of Letters by the University
of Western Ausrralia. He is also the only Jew 1 know who has a mountain named
atter him.

Nate Shilkin’s older brother Roy, who came to Perth from: Russia at the age
of two, was a master of public relations. He succeeded Sir William Lathfain, one
of Perth’s more eminent lord mayors, as director and Western Australia’s chiel
representative for Commonwealth War Loans and National Savings., He was great
on protecol and combined his professional activities with Jewish communal pursuits.
He was acting president of the WA, Jewish Board of Deputies and established
a branch of the Australia-Israel Chamber of Commerce and Industry in 1972. Roy
was on the executive of the Maurice Zeffert Home, a member of the Council
of the Ageing, and between 1980-86 a delegate to the Western Australian Council
of Social Services. He was the first Jew in Western Australia to receive imperial
and Australian honours.

His son Keith, professor of clinical pathology in the University of Western
Australia, was president ol the State Australian Medical Association, and led several
delegations to Canberra. Philip Kessly was another State president of the AMA
and played a major role in the establishment of a chair ot family medicine. Ben
Cohney s another, and he continues to pl;ly an important part internationally in
his specific sphere of medicine and surgery. Ben was a member of the PHC Board
for twenty-one years, four as vice-president and four as president.

Alex Cohen, a prominent member of the Senate of the University of Western
Australia, recently named professor of Consultative Medicine, is ene ot the most
highly respected members of his profession. He is scintillating as a speaker and
sought after by many. His wite Adele has been involved with the dramatic arts
in which she excels, also with rhe Festival of Perth.

Professor Max Walrers has been twice dean of the Facu]ry of Medicine in the
University of Western Australia. He is currently Australian president of the
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Judy’s father Gordon Bloomficld was president of the PHC when the writer
came to Perth. He retired in 1973 alter at least thirty years of service with the
PHC, thirteen as vice-president and eight as president. In tennis he was pre-eminent,
a founder of the Mount Lawley Tennis Club and captain of the Lawn Tennis
Association. He excelled even more at bowls, In business Gordon was honoured
by his peers and was elected president of the Fruit and Vegetable Industry of Australia.
There were only two others to have reached the position. Highly respected 1n
Freemasonry, his delivery was always clear and meaningfnl, and onc of a privileged
few to receive a special jewel from Grand Lodge for serving sixty years in the
cratt. Gordon's successor, Jack Krasnostein, has combined leadership in the general
community with that of his own, and more particularly the PHC, making him
a rarc and dynamic leader and motivator. In Rotary, Jack is a Paul Harris fellow,
a tormer president of the Mount Lawley Club, a member of the Senate of the
University of Western Anstralia for ecighteen years, honoured by the Queen with
an OBE and the university in 1991 with an honorary Doctorate of Laws. Jack's
dynamic lcadership gave birth to the new synagogue building and in the carlier
times the communal kosher butchery.

Another member of the PHC combining public activity with the board and
numerous other organisations 15 Harry Atlas. Harry is one of the congregation’s
more crudite speakers, and his work for sport, more particularly footbail, small
business and corporate affairs have done much to reflect well of the Jew in socicty,

As chairman of the Council for West Australian Jewry, Doron Ur had done much
to clear the air as watchdog and spokesperson of the Jewish conmmunity in this
part of the world. He is a regular worshipper at the PHC and has been involved
in many important negotiations for its benefit. Doron has also been chairman of
a quasi-government agency dealing with racial and ethnic affairs.

However, in all the story, ].M. (Joe) Berinson is the classical example of the
Jew sincerely aware of his roots, conscious of his traditions, wholeheartedly involved
in creating as well as strengthening Jewish values, while at the same time giving
of his time and talent to the needs of the country of his birth and training. Joe
was a pharmacist, then topped law as he moved into politics and it made him
attorney gencral in the Western Australian government. In earlier years he was
a member of federal parliament and held the portfolio of Environment in the Whitlam
administration. He has courageously debated issues involving Israel, and the Jewish
people in all lands where they are aifected. With Dr Ossie Tofler, Joe was a founder
of the Carmel Korsunski Jewish Day School, was 2 member of the PHC Board
of Management and is stll a regular worshipper at the synagogue. Joe Berinson
is 2 keen member of the choir, and on occasion has taken up the baton.

The PHC can be very proud of its members’ participation in public life. No
Jew can afford to live in isolation. Nor is there any need to be too eautious for
tear that involvement will somehow affect religious susceptibilities. In the climate
of rising racial disquiet, it is essential for a greater Jewish involvement, if only
to keep the record straight and destroy the lies and vituperation. The Perth Hebrew
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PERTH HEBREW CONGREGATION — BEYOND 2000
Rabbi D.Y.A. Freilich BA (Hons) Lond., MA Syd.

When I was approached to consider accepting the position as Rabbi of the Perth
Hebrew Congregation im November 1987, I was both honoured and awed with
the thought of having the spiritual responsibility for not only an active and very
beautiful Synagogue, but for a whole Jewish community. For the Perth Hebrew
Congregation [ learned, was the instigator of the many cducational and religious
nstitutions of the community, and as such I presumed my role as Rabbi would
embrace the many tacets of communal life,

The Exccutive, consisting of Albert Saddik, Prof. Max Walters, Dr. John Rosenthal
and Dr. K. Shilkin, who cngaged me at that time as the Rabbi, re-enforced this
role by advising me that my responsibilitics would be spirttual leader and religious
representative of Western Australian Jewry. My Rabbinate could embrace any style
which I telt would be effective for Western Australian Jewry. This whet my appetite
for I saw in this challenge a sense of personal fulfilment as well as the potential
to put into practice all that T as a Rabbi visualised a community should be. Having
been a Rabbi in Sydney at Maroubra Synagogue for some fourteen years, a Synagogue
which will always have a special place in my heart, | could with a sense of hindsight
use my experience to plan what I felt, and stll feel, would be eftective for the
community in Perth. To achieve the goals towards which 1 intended working, 1
needed a united Orthodox community. To this end I felt that one of my first tasks
was to bring some form of reconciliation between my Perth Hebrew Congregation
and the newly formed Northern Suburbs Congregation. Not to deprive the Northern
Suburbs Congregation of their autonomy, but to work side by side as a united
force for the advancement of mainstream Orthodox Judaism. This 1 like to fecl
in no small way has been achieved over the past couple of years, despite the disapproval
of some.

There has been in recent times the establishment of a Chabad House in Perth.
My experience in Sydney as a Rabbi had alerted me to the fact that rarely do
the Chabad movement work in with the organised community, but tend to duplicate
activities and keep for themselves the freedom to do what they desire within the
community without being fettered by the restraints of communal organisation.
Although I give the utmost respect to any Jewish movement that works with dedication



836 Perth Hebrew Congrepation 1892-1992

to the cause of strengthening Torah Judaism, my belief is that without structure
in a community it can only cause divisiveness, confusion, and a waste of resources.

Perth Hebrew Congregation has always been perceived as an Anglo-Jewish style
congregation with its strict adherence to the formality and direction as laid down
by the Chief Rabbinate of the British Commonwealth. It is this seyle which in
recent times has been proven ineffective in England. Young people seem to find
no spiritual satisfaction in this style of Orthodoxy, and have either abandoned it
for the left or for the right. It is my belief that the “shtibel” style of service
with its warmth, fervour, informality and ability to involve all, rather than just
being a mere spectacle, is the formula to artract young people back to the Synagogue
and to their Jewish roots. Thesc suggestions come from a Rabbi who was trained
in the very institution, Jews  College London, that promotes the Anglo-Jewish
tradition of Orthodoxy. But even Jews’ College today realises that the old style
of performing Chazan and preaching Rabbi no longer is effective in contemporary
Judaism. A Rabbi today, must be more of a tcacher than a preacher. The fire
and brimstone style of old may have been very entertaining and made the pulpit
Rabbi somebody to be feared, but its effect or lack of it, can be gauged by the
tremendous assimilation and attrition from the ranks of the Jewish community. What
[ believe is required for today is the Rabbi to assert himself more as a teacher.
The pulpit should be used to teach and not preach. The Synagogue must be a
place of learning and enlightenment. Qur Rabbis told us that if one elevates learning
to the status of prayer, this is to be applauded.

This means that learning and teaching have just as much effect if not more
than prayer itself. The Shule in my Rabbinate must be just that, A Shule, meaning
a4 School. It is for this reaosn that the library has been developed, and the Shiurim
for all age groups, expanded. Geographically our Shule is not in the area where
young Jewish couples live. It is difficult for me to, on the one hand, teach about
the Laws of Shabbat and its observance, and at the same time reconcile this with
attracting these young couples who live at such a distance from the Perth Hebrew
Congregation to come and pray with us on a Shabbat. It is for this reason that
their attachment to the Perth Hebrew Congregation could be developed more in
the sense of weekly involvement in not only the full spectrum of weckday Services
but in the cducational activities offered by the Congregation. It is vital that we
retain a youug membership of the Congregation for its future development. T will
be doing my utmost to cnsure that Perth Hebrew Congregation does not become
thbe second Maurice Zetfert Home. It is encouraging to see that as young couples
become more established they tend to move from the northeru suburbs area more
towards the city and in particular, to Dianclla and Mt. Lawley/Menora.

One of the first suggestions I made when coming to the Perth Hebrew Congregation
was that we have under our aegis, a full time day care centre. This for a number
of practical rcasons did not eventuare, the the idea is still very much on the agenda.
At which location such a day care centre will exist is still under discussion. Whether
it be at the Perth Hebrew Congregation itself or around the Noranda arca where
many Jewish young couples live, having such an institution under the acgis of the
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Perth Hebrew Congregation would give us a feeder for future survival, for such
a day care centre would cater for the mainstream orthodoxy which Perth Hebrew
Congregation represents.

It is my fervent hope to strengthen the Halachic structure of the community
so ably put in place by my predecessors. The Perth Beth Din and the Kashrut
Authority of Western Australia must continue to aim to be professionally run and
must cater for the whole community. My illustrious predecessor Rabbi Dr S. Coleman
laid the foundation for this vital Halachic institution from which the community
now benefits. It is important that the Perth Hebrew Congregation ensures, as it
has over the past one hundred years, that these structures for the smooth running
of the Halachic needs of the community be always in place. As Rabbi, every effort
in this direction is a major priority. It is extremely hard to sausfy those who are
content with the patronage of the existing kosher facilities and at the same time
please those who believe that as we expand as a community so should the facilities
expand accordingly. 1 believe within reason there must be more venues and more
caterers from which to choose in the field of Kashrut. Qur attitudes must grow
together with the community’s growth. That is not to say that we should allow
open slather and let anybody who wants to cater hop on the bandwagon; it must
be intelligently controlled so that there s choice but at the same time caterers
must bﬁ ablﬁ to remain Viab[e.

There is only a limited amount of resources from which to draw, both in personnel
and monetary terms, and therefore we must also be practical in how Kashrut is
supervised in Western Australia. Sometimes I must look to the leniencies allowed
by the Halacha to ensure a workable Kashrut in our community but always within
the framework of Halacha.

Another attitude which might have been prevalent when the community was
smaller but which must change with the community’s exciting growth, is in the
educational sphere of our young. There is an attitude that if our young do not
go to Carmel School it is regarded as disloyal to the Jewish Day School movement
to try and facilitate themn as far as their Jewish educational requirements are concerned.
[ vehemently disagree with this attitude and find it archaic in the extreme. All
our institutions and all the efforts we put into the community and into our children
should have one goal in mind, and that is to guide them to become committed
Jewish men and women of the future. Whether this is achieved through Carmel
School or the Perth Hebrew School, makes no difference. I see, particularly at
the presene time, that for one reason or another more Jewish children are going
to State and Private Schools rather than Carmel School, and I see a need to strengthen
the Perth Hebrew School to cater for the spiritual needs of these young people.
To abandon our responsibility to these young people would be Jewishly unacceptable.

The Rabbinate of the Perth Hebrew Congregation has always been the spiritual
representative of the orthodox Jewish community in the wider community and
this must continue. The excellent work done in this sphere by my predecessors
Rabbis Freedman, Rubin-Zacks and Coleman, must continuc with strength. Because
the community has grown so nuch my Rabbinate has, by circamstances, been more
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insular. There are now more Jewish people to minister to , which does not leave
much time for PR work. Apart from this, my Rabbinate began at a time of relative
structural disarray in the community, and as such my first few years were spent
in trying to re-establish some organisation within the community. This, combined
with making every effort to unify the community, left little time or energy for
interaction with ecither clergy of other denominations or Civic Leaders. The time
is now approaching where the Rabbinate of Perth Hebrew Congregation must
re-establish itself as the unofficial Chief Rabbinate of Western Australia.

[ perceive Perth Hebrew Congregation continuing as the Halachic epicentre of
the Perth Jewish community. It is, and I would like to feel will always be, the
home of the Perth Beth Din, as well as the Perth Mikvah. These insticutions will,
[ feel, continue to flourish as the commumty expands. I am looking forward to
the time when the Mikvah in particular will be used so often that it may be necessary
to employ a full-time Director. As long as the other institutions, both religious
and otherwise, in the community have the same goals as myself and the Perth
Hebrew Congregation in maintaining unity and structure, then it will matter litde
under whose banner these Halachic institutions remain because communal
organisation will be the prime consideration.

Perth Hebrew Congregation by history, experience and 100 years of service to
the community deserves the loyalty and recognition of all other institutions which
by the good work of Perth Hebrew Congregation in preserving the Jewish community
of Perth they are now established. An example of the progress that can be maintained
by unity and organisation is the Hospital Chaplaincy with now exists in Perth,
run by the Office of the Perth Hebrew Congregation, yet embracing both the
Northern Suburbs Congregation and the Chabad House. This I hope will continue
to prosper, and is already the envy of communities in the Eastern States as evidence
by an article in the Melbourne Jewish Times recently acclaiming this concept.

[ see Perth Hebrew Congregation remaining the focal point to which new
Congregations that may develop in the future in Western Australia can wrn for
guidance and support.

I am a Rabbi, not a Prophet, but every effort will be made through the programmes
offered, to direct Perth Hebrew Congregation — Beyond 2000 — in the direction
of communal education, involvement of the young and the new in Perth Hebrew
Congregation programmes, the strengthening of the Halachic framework of the
community, the maintenance of Perth Hebrew Congregation as the mother
Congregation of Perth Jewry, and as such the spiritual public relations centre, and
above all 2 warm, welcoming and friendly venue. All this will be done in a spirit
of unity, co-operation and organisation with all other organisations of the community
for I perceive Perth Jewry to be like a portrait — each colour blending in harmoniously
but at the same time each individual part playing its part to the full in maintaining
the beauty of the picture — Perth Hebrew Congregation over 100 years has laid
its claim to a large section of the portrait.
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SOLOMON LEVEY AND WESTERN AUSTRALIA*

Ian Berryman

Solomon Levey is a figure whose importance in Australian history was not
recognised until comparatively recently. Before about 1960 Australian history was
mostly a chronicle of the lives and deeds of governors, explorers and pastoralists
who were usually British, male and Protestant, and there was no place for a man
who was not only a convict but also a Jew. And yet by any criterion Levey is
an important and interesting figure in the economic, political and social history
of Australia. He is an outstanding example of a convict who rose to prosperity
and respectability. Later, he played an important role in the founding of the Swan
River Colony in Western Australia, and it was his capital that paid the passage
moncy for about a quarter of the labourers and servants who settled permanently
in the colony. Finally, his lite is of considerable interest to students of Jewish history.
The Jewish community in Australia dates its beginnings to the year 1788, since
the ships of the First Fleet carried a few Jewish convicts — at least eight, and
possibly as many as fourteen. Levey is probably the most successful and important
of all the Jewish convicts who were transported from Britain to Australia. Although
he is not known to have any descendants in Australia, several of his brothers and
sisters emigrated to Australia, and their descendants have included some prominent
members of the Jewish community who have also made their mark in Australian
socicty.

The present writer has published three papers on Levey and his part in the
founding of the Swan River Colony. The purpose of the present paper is 1o offer
a briel overview of his life, to discuss several issues that are worth elaborating,
and to review some of the literature on him. Levey’s life is now reasonably well
documented, and the interested reader is referred to the bibliography at the end
of this paper.

In Levey’s brief life, which spanned a mere thirty-nine years, there were two
significant turning points. The first was in the year 1813 when, at the age of nineteen,
he was convicted of theft and sentenced to seven years transportation in New
South Wales. It is impossible to say what would have become of Levey if he had

*Mr Berryman addressed this topic at a mecting of the Western Australian Jewish Historical Saciery held
an 12 Junc 1988.
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not been convicted, but it was certainly typical of him to turn adversity to his
eventual advantage. In this respect Levey was not unique. The brutality of the
penal system is well known, yet it must be said that the system did give convicts
the opportunity to make a new start in a new society, and many convicts ultimately
benefited from being transported. Levey was fortunate in that he arrived in New
South Wales at a time when Governor Macquarie was pursuing relatively enlightened
policies towards the convicts, and also when free emigrants were beginning to
arrive in significant numbers, causing the economy of the colony to expand. Levey’s
talent for commerce was evident even before he had received his ticket of leave,
and in his eleven years in the colony he became one of the wealthiest men in
Australia.

The second turning point in Levey’s life came in about October 1828. He had
gonc back to England for what was intended to be a visit — he wanted to see
his family again, to put his son to school, and to establish commercial contacts
in Britain. In October 1828 Levey was only thirty-four years of age, and his prospects
were unlimited. His two years in London had given him an important advantage
over his commercial rivals in Sydney. He had been able to convince British merchants
of his respectability and reliability, so that he could now import cargoes directly
rather than going through an agent. If, as he had intended, he had returned o
Sydney, he might have become Australia’s first business tycoon. But instead of
returning, he chose to become involved with the founding of the Swan River Colony
and, as is well known, he was f{inancially ruined and died prematurely, his spirit
broken by the failure of the venture.

The future history of the Swan River Colony was determined over a period
of about a year, from July 1828, when James Stirling began lobbying the Colonial
Office about establishing a British colony in Western Australia, to August 1829,
when Levey’s partner Thomas Peel left Plymouth for the Swan River. The Colonial
Oflfice gave its assent to the annexation of Western Australia in October 1828,
and in November a syndicate of four gentlemen — Thomas Potter Macqueen,
Sir Francis Vincent, Edward Schenley and Thomas Peel — approached the Colonial
Office with a proposal for a land settlement scheme. By the end of January 1829
three of the original four had withdrawn, and Peel received permission to carry
on under the terms offered to the syndicate. The major question — which the
present writer has discussed at length in previous papers — is when, and under
what circumstances, Levey entered the negotiations.

Levey later claimed that he had written the proposal submitted by the syndicate
in November 1828, and later, when the others had withdrawn, he had urged Peel
to continue by himself. However, a contemporary account of the affair suggests
that Levey was not introduced to Peel until somctime after January 1829, when
Peel was either in debtors’ prison or elsc in hiding to avoid his creditors. On the
basis of the available evidence, the present writer believes that Levey was in fact
imvolved as early as November 1828, and if he was, then he was the originator
of the scheme under which land was allocated to settlers at the Swan River Colony.
Levey, however, cannot be held responsible for the scheme’s proving to be impracrical
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and unworkable. The original scheme, under which land was to be granted at
the rate of one acre for every one shilling and sixpence of capital invested, was
put foward so that the syndicate could obtain a grant of four million acres of
land, which they would then have allocated in small grants to the ten thousand
emigrants that they proposed sending to Western Australia. In December 1828,
when Macqueen had withdrawn from the syndicate and the Colonial Office had
good reason to doubt the ability of the remaining three members of the syndicate
to continue the project, the Colonial Office decided to allow the terms put forward
by the syndicate to be offered to anyone who emigrated to Western Australia.
The scheme might have been practicable in the form originally proposed, but when
offered to all emigrants it proved to be a disastrous failure and the cause of much
discontent. The amount of good agricultural land in the vicinity of the Swan and
Canning rivers was quite small, and was allocated to the settlers who arrived first,
leaving none for those who arrived later. Besides, the terms were so generous
that a settler of modest means could be eligible for a grant of thousands of acres,
which he was then unable to develop because he did not possess the necessary
capital and resources.

if it is a truism to say that history is written by the winners, it is equally true
to say that it is easier to write history about those who wielded the pen {or the
quill). Solomon Levey left no personal papers, and he is thus a difficult subject
for a biographer. In his own lifetime Levey was a well-known figure in New
South Wales, and his involvement with Peel was common knowledge in the Swan
River Colony and New South Wales, and also in London, where the story had
been lcaked to a Fleet Street newspaper as early as July 1829. Levey died in London
in 1833, and as the nineteenth century progressed his name was forgotten, as part
of Australia’s collective amnesia about the convict era. Western Australians in general
have not shown any great curiosity about the origins of the Swan River Colony,
and it must be said that for any Western Australian historian who wished to do
research on the subject, the difficulties were formidable, since most of the relevant
documentary records were located either in Britain or in Sydney.

It is thus not surprising that the first serious accounts of Levey’s involvement
in the founding of the Swan River Colony were not produced until 1965. In Sydney
Dr George Bergman, who pioneered the study of Australia’s Jewish convicts, produced
two papers on Solomon Levey. The second paper, dealing with Levey’s part in
the founding of the Swan River Colony, was read before a meeting of the Royal
Australian Historical Society in March 1965, but was not published in the society’s
journal until March 1968. In Perth, Alexandra Hasluck in 1965 published Thomas
Peel of Swan River, her biography of Peel.

The publication of Thomas Peel represented a landmark in the writing of Western
Australian history. Very few books previously published on the history of the Swan
River Colony had been based on research of such depth and extent, and the author
merits the highest praise for her skill and perseverance in locating the relevant
evidence and assembling it into a coherent narrative. Her achievement is all the
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more meritorious because the book was published before the availability of standard
reference works such as the Ausiralian Dictionary of Biography, and the occasional
inaccuracies in the book are therefore excusable.

The present writer, however, has to record his disagreement with some of the
conclusions put forward in the book, particularly about Peel. Much of the evidence
about Peel and Levey is fragmentary and contradictory, and equally consistent with
different interpretations, and in such a situation historians are unwise to take sides.
In particular, the present writer believes that Hasluck not only misjudged Peel
as a man but also considerably overestimated the importance of his part in the
founding of the Swan River Colony. It is true that he conducted some of the
negotiations with the Colonial Office, and he did come to Western Australia, but
these facts do not necessarily prove him to be the visionary founder of a colony.
It would appear, for instance, that Peel was not the most important member of
the syndicate that began negotiating with the Colonial Office in November 1828.
Of the other three members, nothing is known of Schenley, but Macqueen and
Vincent were both members of parliament, and consequently had greater access
to patronage and influence than Peel. Vincent was a baronet, and quite wealthy.
Macqueen, a friend and patron of the Macarthur family, had already been granted
twenty thousand acres of land in New South Wales, and he was a prominent member
of some of the groups that lobbied the Colonial Office in the 1820s about matters
concerning the Australian colonies. Pecl had always intended to go to Australia,
and it is probable that the syndicate wanted him to go to the Swan River and
manage the project, while the other members remained in London to raise the
necessary capital and organise the recruiting of the emigrants and their transport
to the new colony. Under circumstances that may never be adequately explained,
Peel may have become financially involved, possibly through signing contracts on
behalf of the syndicate, and then become involved with Levey, with consequences
that are now well known.

For a man who is so important in Western Australian history, it is disappointing
that so little is known about Solomon Levey as a person. No portrait or likeness
of him is known, and descriptions of him are rare. It is thus appropriate to conclude
this essay with a recently published description of Levey which shows that he took
a personal interest in the welfare of the emigrants whom he was sending to Western
Australia. Levey himself had endured the long voyage from London to Sydney
as a convict, and he obviously wanted his emigrants to be as comfortable as was
possible. The description of Levey comes from the pen of Jane Dodds, a passenger
in the Rockingham, the third ship despatched by Levey to the new colony. Soon
after the ship had left the St Katherine’s Docks in London, Mrs Dodds recorded
that

Mr Levey ... came on board from a steam boat. He was one
of the principals in Mr Peel; it was his unbounded wealth on which
the latter relied for support, at least so the tale was told, and if
he was a Jew he certainly exercised Christian virtues. He put on
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board a case of Bibles and religious tracts to be distributed during
the voyage, and ordered additional tea and sugar to be given for
the children in licu of salt meat, and the day he took leave of
the ship, he ordered a sumptuous dinner to be served up in the
gangway: thus he evinced a due concern for the spiritual as well
as temporal comfort of his people.

A sad quarrel occurred between a man and his wife during his
visit between decks, which he no sooner observed than he called
upon them to attend to him, and after a most friendly admonition,
he returned to them the money, which had been advanced for their
passage, and desired them to leave the ship with him, which they
did and we had no disturbance of the kind afterwards. His kindness
to me and mine will ever be remembered with feelings of gratitude.
It was with much difficulty that I combated his desire to remove
the inmates of the Aft Cabin for us to enter in. . .}

Solomon Levey has been neglected for too long in Western Australia. He deserves
to be remembered and henoured in the State that he helped so much to found.
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JEWISH CONVICTS IN
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 1850-1886*
Louise Hoffman

By the late 18405, following the failure of two immigrant and land settlement
schemes, the Swan River Colony was a stagnant backwater with a European
population of less than five thousand persons.! Progress was impossible without
further capital and labour.

For its own reasons Britain accepted with alacrity a proposal by the properted
and leading colonists of the day to transport convicts to the colony where they
would be used as an abundant source of labour. The once proud “no pickpocket”
Swan River Colony, the initial excitement over its beginnings have been referred
to as “‘Swan River Mania”, was declared a penal colony on 1 May 1849.

The convict era in Western Australia began in reality when the ship Scindian
anchored off Fremantle on 1 June 1850 carrying seventy-five convicts from Portland
Gaol in Britain to the Swan River Colony. The last convict ship, the Hougomont,
arrived at Fremantle on 10 January 1868 marking the end of an era, although the
convict system in practice was not formally disbanded until 1886. In the eighteen
years of transportation, 9668 convicts were sent to Wetern Australia, all of whom
were men and at least 27 of whom were Jewish.

Agricultural development, population and economic growth followed the
introduction of convict labour which gave the colony its first good roads, bridges
and public buildings. The treatment of convicts in Western Australia was considered
to be less brutal than had been the case in the eastern colonies, although chain
gangs, solitary confinement and the cat-o’-nine-tails were commonly, if less
indiscriminately, used.

The policy of dispersal into the agricultural districts enabled the convicts to
blend into the local working class population. A ticket of leave could be received
after a short time enabling that person to enter employment or become self-employed.
Conditional pardons could be obtained but return to England was not possible until
the period of servitude ended.

*This paper was read at a meeting of the Western Anscralian Jewish Historical Socicty held on 17 May 1987.
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[t is estimated one-third of the convicts sailed away after their sentence expired.
This proportion would hold for the Jewish convicts, many more than previously
thought to have stayed in the colony. Those who remained in some cases made
a significant contribution to the progress of Western Australia, not only by themselves
but by their children and their descendants.?

Further and more importantly for Western Australian Jewry was the convict
contribution to its communal life.

The mass migration of Jews from Eastern Europe to Britain in the eighteenth
and nineteeth centuries, their poor circumstances as city slum dwellers and resulting
social disorganisation, led to the appearance of a discernible Jewish element in
the criminal population of London and other industrial cities. The established Anglo-
Jewish community, mostly of Sephardic origin, were unhappy by this influx of
poor “‘foreign” Jews who were perceived as a threat to their privileged existence.
They reacted by excommunicating the convicted, even in some instances aiding
in their apprehension.

The Jewish transportees were of English or European birth. Their occupations
were typically those of the Eastern European emigrants. These were small time
merchants and traders engaged in hawking and dealing. Trades such as tailoring,
shoemaking, watchmaking, jewellery making, engraving, bookbinding,
blacksmithing, mattress making and cigar making were represented.

Their crimes were typical of their impoverished urban circumstances, commonly
counterfeiting and forgery, stealing and receiving stolen goods, but rarely a crime
of violence.

Some had previous convictions and several were reconvicted for offences
committed during their time of servitude. There were several court cases involving
litigation between some of the Jewish convicts.? They were mostly literate or semi-
literate in contrast to the proportion in the wider convict body, and several at
least were well educated in Jewish law, custom and observance. Twelve were known
to have been marricd, some of whom had children, two were widowers and the
others were recorded as unmarried.

Unwanted in England, not only by the authorities but also rejected and reviled
by their own community, the twenty-seven Jewish transportees would reach Western
Australia at a ume when there was no community of Jews to offer any services,
solace or comfort in their present degraded situation.

There had been a Jewish presence in Western Australia since the first year of
colonisation! but Jews were few in number during the first fifty years of existence.
This is so despite extant letters from early colonists which suggest a perception
of a multitude of Jews arriving, and some complaints that they were given favour
and grants of best crown land.3

Western Australian census figures for 1859 under the heading “Jews Mahomedans
and Infidels” recorded 47 persons plus 4 ticket-of-lcave holders. By 1871 under
the classification “Jews”, the ccnsus recorded 57 persons of whom 39 resided in
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the Fremantle district (27 male and 12 female), 9 in the Perth district and 9 others
scattered from Champion Bay to Albany, none of whom was female. Many of
these were ticket-of-leave men or expirees.

The best established of the Jewish free settlers of the time was Lionel Samson
and his family.¢ Lionel Samson not only ranked high in colonial society but also
achieved civic and political prominence. Elias Solomon, who came from South
Australia with his nephews in 1868 to commence business as an anctioncer and
merchant, became a friend and social equal of the Samsons. They were on visiting
terms and celebrated Jewish high holidays together. Their convict co-religionists
were held in disdain and there was little contact between the Jewish “free” and
the Jewish “bond”, which precluded any urge to create a community of Jews.

However in the year of 1867 evidence of the first organised Jewish activity in
Western Australia appeared. In that year a grant of land known as the “East Perrth
Cemetery Jewish Section” was made on their application to Abraham Rosenberg,
Isaac Harris and Henry Seeligson.

It would be another twenty years before the Jews of Western Australia would
come together to form a Hebrew Congregation.

Henry Seeligson did more than any other Jew to bring Judaism in the form
of congregational organisation to Western Australia. The significance of the role
played by Seeligson and that of his children who later joined him in the colony,
in the congregational history of Western Australian Jewry, cannot be overestimated.

Born in Polish Silesia he went to Manchester as a young boy. He became a
general dealer and later married Julia van Weerden of Dutch origin. He was father
to four children, when he was convicted in Madras of receiving stolen goods.
Sentenced to ten years servitude he was transported to Western Australia where
he arrived on the ship Merchantman on 12 September 1864.

By 1867 he had obtained a ticket of leave and set up business as a watchmaker
and jeweller. By 1874 he advertised new premises in St George'’s Terrace, Perth,
where he also made his home. He stood by his fellow convicts. As he prospered
he employed eight ticket-of-leave men during the years 1869-75. He signed a petition
in 1877 regarding discrimination against expirees. By 1880 he was part owner of
the vessel Theresa which engaged in the pearling trade until 1888. He travelled
to England and the eastern colonies during the 1880s.

Seeligson was a pivotal figure in the establishment of congregational life in both
Fremantle and Perth. Although resident in Perth, he acted as reader for the newly
constituted Fremantle Hebrew Congregation i 1887 and again as treasurer when
it was reconstituted as the West Australian Hebrew Congregation in 1891. He
was a committee member of the newly formed Perth Hebrew Congregation and
his home in St George'’s Terrace became the venue of the first Hebrew Religion
School. He left a handsome bequest to the Perth Hebrew Congregation on his
death in 1901.
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He was joined, after gaining a full pardon in 1874, by his elder son Phincas
and considerably later by his younger sons Louis and Henry and daughter Theresa,
but not by his wife Julia.

Theresa married Ernest E. Krug, a jeweller of Perth and Kalgoorlie, who acted
as a most capable treasurer of the Perth Hebrew Congregation from 1904 until
1906. Louis, a succesful businessman and prominent member of the congregation
possessed a fine voice and sang in the synagogue choir.

Phineas Seeligson was an active participant in the settling up of the Perth Hebrew
Congregation and the building of the Brisbane Street Synagogue. He used his expertise
as a moneyman and his wealth for the benefit of the community. He remained
a bachelor, and at his demisc bequethed his large fortune to the Perth Hebrew
Congregation to be held in trust for the benefit of the Jewish community.

The subsequent careers of some of the other Jewish convicts are of unique interest.

Theodore Krakouer, sentenced to fifteen years penal servitude, arrived at Fremantle
in 1851. It is possible that Brina Isracl, who arrived two years later with her sister
Esther, had been married to Theodore. The women worked and lived with Krakouer
and fellow convict Elias Lapidus running a livery stable and trading in the shipment
of horses to the British Army in India. Lapidus took a shipment to Singapore,
got caught up in a shady business deal and did not return to Western Australia.
Esther subsequently married James Sargent of Fremantle. Krakouer and Brina had
six sons and three daughters. The sons became well known hoteliers and teamsters.
Sons Rudolph and David Krakouer were members of an exploration party which
established for the people of the South West a much needed shorter route to the
Eastern Goldfields, known as Hollands Track.

Abraham Moise Josephson, transported for counterfeiting, became a successtul
businessman, property owter and freemason. A street in Fremantle is named after
him. He maintained his Jewish identity, joined the Fremantle Hebrew Congregation
when it was formed. Married with two daughters, he travelled frequently to England
and Europe.

Bernard Stein, convicted of larceny, was a bookbinder by trade. In a bid to
escape the law he walked from Fremantle to Adelaide — the first man known
to do so.” He later became a bookseller with premises in Perth and Kalgoorlie
where he became a major supplier of reading materials and sationery to the Eastern

Goldfields.

Isaac Myers received a ten-year sentence for larceny in 1851. He met and married
an Irish servant girl while working as a ticket of leaver. Later, he worked as a
self-employed tailor. He maintained his Jewish affiliations until his death in 1906
when he was buried in the Jewish section of the Karrakatta Cemetery.

Abraham Rosenberg, a convicted counterfeiter, was also something of a con man
who was not above stealing from his fellow Jews?® His convict record showed
him to be married with four children at the time of his conviction, but there
is no evidence of his wife and family following him to Australia. He was often
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wanted by the convict authority for faﬂing to report his whereabouts at the
appropriate time. He was well educated in Jewish custom and practice and was
instrumental in obtaining the first Jewish burial ground.

Isaac Harris, the third assignee of the East Perth cemetery land, had been convicted
for receiving stolen goods. He married a widow, Mary Turner, of Gingin who
was not Jewish. He worked as a tobacconist and later tailor in Perth.

It was not easy to be a Jew in the early days of settlement in Western Australia
for the free settler on the land. There were none of the trappings, offices and
services that are provided by congregational organisation. The lack of Jewish women
meant permanent bachelorhood or marriage outside the faith. As a result there
are few if any Jewish descendents today.

Although the convict origins of families were kept hidden for many years, there
are today some who can and do claim a Jewish convict ancestor.?

Full credit goes to those Jewish convicts transported to Western Australia between
1850 and 1868 who not only kept their faith under awful conditions but actively
promoted Judaism in the best way they could for the benefit of their fellow Jews
and subsequent generations.

DETAILS OF JEWISH CONVICTS WHO WERE
TRANSPORTED TO WESTERN AUSTRALIA 1850-1868

The information summarised here is in the sequence of name; year or birth;
occupation; literate/illiterate; offence and length of sentence; arrival date in colony;
dates of ticket of leave (T.L.) and conditional pardon (C.P.); type of work in the
colony. (Source: Erickson, Rica, Dictionary of Western Australians 1819-1914, Vol. 11:
Bond.)

ABRAHAMS, Henry. 1839, literate, burglary 2 years, 1865, T.L. 1867 and C.P.
1870, general servant.

BARNETT, Mark. 1844, labourer, literate, pickpocket 7 years, 1866, C.P. 1873, general
servant and shingle splitter.

BERRENHARD, Marcus. 1832, tailor, illiterate, theft 7 years, 1858, T.L. 1860, C.P.
1862, worked for self.

GOLDSTONE, David. 1936, literate, arson 15 years, 1866, died 1868,

GONER, George. 1837, shoemaker, literate, burglary 10 years, 1866, T.L. 1871 and
C.P. 1875, labourer and worked for self, shoemaker.

HARRIS, I[saac. 1824, dealer, literate, receiving stolen goods 8 years, 1862, T.L.
1864 and C.P. 1867, tailor, worked for self.

JACOBS, Emanuel. 1836, labourer, semi-literate, larceny 7 years, 1852, T.L. 1858
and expiree 1859

JOSEPH, David. 1829, weaver, literate, breaking and entering 14 years, 1866, died
1867.

JOSEPHSON, Abraham. 1830, tailor and jeweller, literate, possession foreign money
moulds 6 years, 1862, T.L. 1864 aud expiree 1868, general dealer.
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KRAKOUER, Theodore. 1818, wool sorter, literate, stealing clothes and money
15 years, 1851, T.L. 1852 and expiree 1865, worked for self.

LAPIDUS, Elias. 1818, jeweller, literate, receiving stolen goods 14 years, 1850, T.L.
1851 and C.P. 1854, worked for self.

LEVI, George. 1837, cigar maker, literate, stealing 6 years, 1862, T.L. 1862 and
expiree 1867, worked for self, reconvicted 1870 burglary, expiree 1879, left for
Adelaide 1880.

LEVY, Joseph. 1812, watch finisher, illiterate, stolen goods 8 years, 1862, T.L. 1864
and expiree 1869.

LIPSHITZ, Hiam. 1818, hawker, forgery 10 years, 1854, T.L. 1854 and C.P. 1855.

MICHAEL, Abraham. 1804, arrived 1854, C.P. 1860, reconvicted larceny 1866, T.L.
1868, general servant.

MORRIS, John. 1832, tailor, larceny 10 years, 1851, T.L. 1851 and C.P. 1855.

MYERS, Isaac. 1831, tailor, larceny 10 years, 1851, T.L. 1851 and C.P. 1855.

MYERS, Lewis. 1828, jeweller, semi-literate, receiving stolen goods 14 years, 1856,
T.L. 1858 and C.P. 1861.

OPPENHEIM, Jacob. 1829, commercial traveller, semi-literate, rape 14 years, 1858,
T.L. 1860, died 1860.

POLACK, David. 1819, dealer, illiterate, receiving stolen goods 14 years, 1857, T.L.
1859 and C.P. 1861.

REECE, Morris. 1839, rag dealer, literate, wounding 1862, T.L. 1870 and C.P. 1871,
woodcurter and blacksmith.

REICHBERG, Chlom. 1815, engraver and jeweller, semi-literate, forgery 8 years,
1863, T.L. 1868 and expiree 1870.

ROSENBERG, Abraham. 1806, picture-frame maker, semi-literate, possessing plates
for bank notes 8 years, 1863, T.L. 1865 and C.P. 1868.

SEELIGSON, Henry. 1830, general dealer, receiving stolen goods 10 years, 1864,
expiree 1873,

STEIN, Bernard. 1839, bookbinder, literate, larceny 10 years, T.L. 1872, bookbinder
and tutor.

VERNER, Carl. 1842, literate, larceny 7 years, 1866, T.L. 1870, labourer.

WEBER, Heifman. 1826, master tailor, semi-literate, forgery 6 years, 1863, T.L.
1864 and C.P. 1866.

NOTES
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8. For example, Mrs. Rhonda Grande, greac-granddanghter of Isaac Myers.

9. Mossenson, pp. 251, 252.



850

THE JEWISH CEMETERY AT EAST PERTH

Dravid Mossenson

The first Jew to be buried in the old East Perth cemetery was the convict David
Joseph, a thirty-cight year old Londoner who had been transported to Western
Australia after being convicted on a charge of breaking and entering. Following
his death in May 1867, not many months after his arrival in the colony, he was
buried in the Church of England portion of the East Perth cemetery. Three of
his fellow Jewish ticket-of-lecave men — Abraham Rosenberg, Isaac Harris, and
Henry Seeligson — had earlier appealed to the authorities secking a separate burial
ground for Jews. Governor Hampden acceded to their petition. Through the Executive
Council he designated Perth Town Lot E72 containing one rood and thirty-two
perches bounded on the north by Stokes Street, on the south by Wickham Street,
on the east by North Plain Street, and on the west by Town Lot E73 to be “a
cemetery for members of the Jewish persuasion”.

Having fenced a section of the land assigned to them, and being permitted to
exhume Joseph’s body, Rosenberg and his associates re-interred it in their new
graveyard in accordance with Jewish custom. Rosenberg and Harris then addressed
the following letter of appreciation to the governor and his officials through the
medium of the Inquirer and Commercial Netws:

Would you be kind enough to insert in your valuable paper one
of the many kindnesses of His Excellency the Governor, namely
— In August last year we petitioned to His Excellency to grant
us a portion of land for a Jewish Cemetery which he freely granted;
and we have completed our duty on Friday 6th instant, of fencing
in a portion of the grant, and have had removed from the Church
of England Cemetery to our new Cemetery the body of David
Joseph, a Jew who died on the 1st May last and we have consecrated
the new burial ground according to our law and custom. Now,
on the part of ourselves and those of our persuasion in the colony,
we feel ourselves bound to return to His Excellency our humble
sincere thanks for his kindness and likewise to those gentlemen
whom we gave so much trouble on this occasion, namely the Hon.
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the Colonial Secretary, Mr. W.H. Knight, Mr. G. Phillips and Messrs.
Charles and Bernard Evans.

It is our earnest wish that Western Australia may become a
large and prosperous colony, and that those Jews who may make
the colony their home in after time will ever remember the great
kindness of His Excellency the Governor and his officials of Western
Australia.

We remain Sir

Your humble and obedient servants
Abraham Rosenberg

I. Harrs

Perth, Drec 9th, 1867

Apart from the events surrounding its formation not much is known about the
old Jewish cemetery at East Perth, and of the individuals who were interred there
during the thirty-odd years that it operated as a burial ground. Throughout the
18705 and eighties Perth’s Jewish population was quite tiny, numbering forty-three
in the census of 1891. That year was nevertheless a notable one for the colony’s
Jews as it marked the first visit to Western Australia by an ordained minister
of the Jewish religion. Reverend Abraham Tobias Boas of Adelaide spent several
weeks in the colony at the behest of the Fremantle Jewish community which in
those days was larger than that in Perth, and already possessed an organised though
rudimentary congregation. One of the tasks Boas performed during his stay was
to consecrate the Jewish cemetery at East Perth.

Soon after its establishment in November 1892 the Perth Hebrew Congregation
assumed control of the Jewish cemetery. No doubt this action was facilitated by
Henry Seeligson, the surviving member of the three original trustees, who actively
assoctated himself with the formation of the congregation.! For some years Solomon
Levi Horowitz, one of the congregation’s founders, served as honorary director
of funerals. After Reverend Freedman's arrival in 1897 he took charge of all aspects
of the congregation’s religious activities, and within a few years he constituted
an clective Chevra Kedisha to supervise burial arrangements.

When the Karrakatta Cemetery was brought into use after 1899 the East Perth
cemetery was closed. Unfortunately the number of Jews who had been buried
in the Jewish section on the western side of Plain Street must remain a mystery.
Apparently no register of these burials or list of names was maintained by any
official or private sources; certainly no such record is extant. With the passage
of the years the headstones fell into disrepair and disintegrated.

Fron:i time to time in the new century suggetions were made to utilise the East
Perth cemetery land located on the western side of Plain Street. This land had
been allocated to various denominations and included the Jewish portion between
Wickham Street and Wittenoom Street (formerly Stokes Street). Unlike the other
allotments, the Jewish area had been partly fenced and was known to contain
approximately twenty headstones.2 In 1916 the Perth City Council sought to acquire
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the Jewish cemetery site and convert it into a public park. No reason is advanced
to explain the council’s failure to gain the necessary approval, but it can be inferred
that the congregation refused to relinquish its holding.? In 1932 following the continued
deterioration of the old Jewish cemetery and the non-usage of other sections located
west of Plain Street, the government of the day enacted legislation which revested
these grants in the crown and placed their management in the hands of the State
Gardens Board.4

No action followed the passage of this legislation for almost two decades. In
the meantime the East Perth cemetery as a whole continued to deteriorate sadly.
Also the Education Department sought access to nearby land to serve as playing
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ficlds for the East Perth Girls’ School (now Police Traffic Branch). This action
induced the government to act. Between 1950 and 1952 the East Perth cemetery
was restored. Headstones were repaired where possible, rubble was removed and
the area was generally cleaned and tdied. Part of this process cntailed the closure
of Wickham Strect east of Plain Street with the resultant land being incorporated
in the cemetery. In addition the northern boundary of the cemetery site was extended
to Wittenoon Street.

In restoring the East Perth cemetery, now frequently referred to as Pioneers’
Cemetery, the original Jewish portion of 1867 ceased to exist. The eight recognisable
hcadscones it then contained were transferred to a new Jewish portion constituted
for this purpose from part of the reclaimed former Wickham Street. The rubble
from the collapsed and broken headstones was removed and buried in Karrakatta.
The original Jewish cemetcry remains today an unused block on the corner of
Wickham, Wittenoom and Plain streets.

The eight headstones now preserved in the relocated site within the main cemetery
area relate to burials undertaken by the Perth Hebrew Congregation between 1892
and 1899, The essential details contained in these meworials are as follows:

Abraham Kott, Aged 29 years, buried 1896;

Louis Hyami See]igson, Aged 5 months, buried 1896;
Lipman Kaufman, Aged 39 years, buried 1898;

Philip Bernard Kensler, baby, buried 1897;

Charles Gustus Israel Cohen, Aged 3 years, buried 1896;
Eric Abraham Joscph, baby, buried 1898;

Barnett Fein, Aged 34 years, buried 1898,

The eighth stone bears no inscription and may be part of the headstone of Herman
Salomons, aged fitty-ninc years, buried 1896.

With the exception of David Joseph’s name, and the names listed above, nothing
is known of ather Jews who had been buried in the old East Perth cemetery between
the granting of the Jewish portion in 1867 and its use by the Perth Hebrew
Congregation after 1892.

Today the Perth Hebrew Congregation possesses a substantial collection of
documents covering its own activities and much of the history of Western Australian
Jewry from the 1890s to the present day. In view of the completeness of these
archives it is somewhat surprising, and also disappointing, that over the generations
which encompassed the period 1892 to 1950 no congregational official recorded
the data depicted on the other, then recognisable headstones at East Perth. As a
consequence valuable intormation relating to Perth Jewry and its history, especially
in the pre-gold rush days, has been irretrievabfy lost.

NOTES

Perth Hebrew Congregadon Memorial dared 28 August 1906 tollowing dvach of the remaining wustee.
Lands and Surveys File 2996/83.

Ibid. 1608/ 16.

East Perds Cometeries Act 23 Grorge V No. IX.
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ELIAS SOLOMON OF FREMANTLE
His Life and Letters 1839-1909*

Coralie Solomon

It is well documented that Elias Solomon was a long-serving mayor of Fremantle,
MLA for South Fremantle and the first member for Fremantle in the federal House
of Representatives in 1901, but little was known of his early years in the colony
until, in 1951, a letter-book written by him between the years 1868 and 1872 was
discovered.! The following extract from the West Australian gives an account of
how the letters were found:

An interesting historical discovery was related by Mr H.R. Howard
at the annual meeting of the Perth Chamber of Commerce on
Monday night. Mr Howard said that recently in a lane at the rear
of his home he saw some pages of what appeared to be an old-
fashioned business letter copy book fluttering along the ground.
He picked them up and found the book from which they had come.

It was the letter-book of a Fremantle business man, Elias Selomon,
who later became Mayor (of that city) and was in the first Federal
Parliament. Mr Howard said that the letters gave an interesting
picture of the life in the State? of the 1860s. In a letter to the
Inguirer in 1869, Mr Solomon had suggested the formation of some
body to look after the business interests of the community. This
might have been the germ of the first Chamber of Commerce
in this State, formed at Fremantle in 1872.

The papers of Elias Solomon had been discarded upon the death of his eldest
son and only the letter-book survived. It was eventually handed to another son,
my father, the late Maurice E. Solomon, then a solicitor in Fremantle, and I have
now deciphered as much as is possible of the five hundred pages. A number of
the letters are of a personal nature and others contain details of business transactions
but overall an impression is conveyed of conditions in a colony which had been
in existence barely forty years.

* Adapted from an address given to the Western Australian Jewish Historical Society, 14 April 1991,



Efias Solomon of Fremamle 855

Elias Solomon, youngest child of Leah (neec Myers) and Moss Solomon, was born
in London on 2 September 1839. The family arrived in Sydney on 19 January 1841.
They paid their own way and there is no record of the number of children who
accompanied the parents except a daughter, Isabella.? The family left Sydney for
Adelaide 3 March 1841 on the Dorset, a brig jointly owned by Emanuel and Vaiben
Solomon, brothers of Moss.

Details of Moss and Leah’s brief sojourn iu Adelaide have been ascertained from
letters written by Emanuel to his brother Vaiben.? South Australia was experiencing
a severe depression in 1841. Emanuel Solomon, already well established in Adelaide,
managed to survive the crisis, but Moss and his family departed from the colony
after but a few months. Moss Solomon died in Sydney in 1849 after which his
widow, Leah, returned ro Adelaide.

On completion of his schooling Elias Solomon joined his uncle’s firm and at
the age of eighteen was sent to Mauritius to purchase a large consignment of sugar.
This mission accomplished he was appointed chief clerk and bookkeeper to the
firm, Solomon and Salom of Adelaide. He later worked for a time with Falk &
Company of Melbourne.

Elias Solomon, at twenty-nine years of age, arrived at the settlement of Fremantle
on 20 January 1868 on the clipper brig Eliza Blanche. He found lodgings in Henry
Street and on 16 March 1868 was joined by his two twenty-ycar-old nephews who
arrived from Melbourne on the Douglas. Their partnership — Solomon and Nephews,
Auctioneers and Agents — was financed jointly by Elias, his half-brother Judah
Moss Solomon, then of Melbourne, and brother-in-law Isaac Solomon of Adelaide.
Their sons, Elias’s nephews, were both named Samuel.

Judah Moss Solomon, Elias’s half-brother, may well have set the pattern the
younger brother was to follow. A merchant and ardent supporter of free trade,
he had been a member of the House of Assembly for the City of Adelaide in
1858-60 and a member of the Legislative Council in 1861-66. He was mayor of
Adelaide in 1869-71 and represented West Adelaide in the Assembly in 1871-75.
Judah Moss Solomon was the first president of the Adelaide Hebrew Congregation.s

Another son of Judah, Benjamin Solomon, twenty-four years of age, arrived
in Fremantle 19 May 1868 accompanied by his wife Louisa and infant daughter
Rachel. He commenced business on his own account as a saddler and importer,
Their home provided a welcome venue, as Elias wrote, 16 September 1868:

My dearest Mother

I must this mail commence by wishing you Compliments of the
Season and convey a hope that you also have many happy new
years, Tomorrow will usher in another new year and although we
have it not in our power to visit a Synagogue, yet I intend keeping
it as strictly and conscientiously as I have always done.

We intend all going to the home of Ben and Lonisa and T have
no doubt we can be equally as devout and religious there as anywhere
else, and no doubt our prayers will be equally acceptable to the

Almighty.
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I expect before this you have the new Jewish reader in Adelaide.
[ can assure you I often wish that there was a Synagogue here
to go to, but I am afraid that it will be many a year before anything
of the kind will be cstablished here owing to the smallness of the
Jewish population.

... [ have been asked to get a Book containing our Marriage
and Burial Services with instructions how to act in cases of Death.
Can you get such a Book for me?

Letters Elias Solomon wrote to his family and friends reveal his determination
to maintain his Judaism even when feeling most isolated and alone. They also illustrate
the social differences inherent in the small Jewish community, difference which,
together with the depressed state of the colony, made the dream of a synagogue
in Fremantle even more remote.

The letters to Leah Solomon and her replies, which we can but imagine, were
the lifeline between the family, religion and the isolated lifestyle Elias endured
during his first years in the colony. On 16 September 1869 he wrote:

My dear Mother

Yesterday was the day of Atonement. We all fasted and it was
a nice cool day, rain falling from morning to night. 1 hope you
also fasted well and had plenty of visitors during the holidays . . .

A notice inserted by Elias Solomon in the Flerald 14 January 1871 announced
that his mother, Leah, had died at her residence in Adelaide on 4 January of that
year. Elias was devastated by his loss and from then on wrote fewer letrers to
family members and concentrated increasingly on business matters.

In mid-1871 the business partnership between Elias and his nephews was dissolved
due to mounting losses. One of the nephews remained in Fremantle for a time,
the other returned to Adelaide. Benjamin had left the colony in December 1869.
Elias wrote to his brother-in-law, Isaac Solomon: “I shall not go into retail again
but intend to continue the Auctioneering and Commission business.”

Elias Solomon was the first in the colony to import matza, the unleavened bread
caten during the festival of Passover. In a letter to Samuel Solomon in Melbourne
be wrote on 28 February 1872:

My dear Nephew

... T am almost forgetting again abont the Matzas . . . you might
send me about 30 lbs by sailing vessel only — or should there
be any time to send by mail you may send, say 16 lbs by that
route . . . | should like a few of the Fancy Cakes (Passover) if
they are to be obtained . . .
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Writing to his friend Edler, 26 March 1872, upon the engagement of his niece
Lizzie to the Jewish Reverend A.T. Boas Elias commented wryly on his own.
prospects: “‘here I have no chance — Jewesses being very scarce indeed”.

Some years later, 21 July 1877, he married Agnes, the second daughter of Wallace
Bickley, and after her death in 1886, Elizabeth Stokes. From these two marriages
there were nine children; four girls and five boys.

Described as conscientious, hard-working and caring, Elias Solomon actively
participated in many areas of public life. A town councillor and chairman from
1877-83 he served as mayor during 1889-91, 1896-98 and 1900-01. As a member
of the Legislative Assembly for the South Fremantle constituency 1892-1900 he retired
to enter federal politics as first member for Fremantle in the House of Representatives
1901-03. He served as a member of the Technical School Board, was chairman
of the Fremantle Tramways Board, president of the Fremantle Literary Institute,
consular agent for Italy, chairman of the Hospital Board and Cemetery Board
and visiting justice to the Fremantle and Rottnest prisons.

Elias Solomon had a conspicuous role in the formative years of the Fremantle
Hebrew Congregation, retiring as its president when he entered federal politics.

There were a number of Australian Jewish parliamentarians connected to the
Solomon family. Judah Moss Solomon and Elias Solomon were nephews of Emanuel
Solomon. Both Elias and his nephew Vaiben Louis Solomon (Judah’s son) were
members of the first federal parliament in 1901. Two South Australian parliamentarians
also related were Morris Marks and Maurice Salom, brothers-in-law of Judah and
Elias?

On 28 March 1890 Lot C8 was granted to Elias Solomon and William F. Samson
for the purpose of a Jewish cemetery in Fremantle and in the same year they
were granted a site for the Fremantle synagogue. Elias Solomon laid the memorial
tablet of the synagogue on 8 January 19022 Sadly the building was used for only
a short time as most of the congregation had shifted to Perth. It still stands on
the corner of Norfolk Street and South Terrace, “the Star of David overlooking
the building a silent reminer of the role Fremantle had once filled in pioneering
Jewish life in Western Australia”?

There are other existing historical links with Elias Solomon to be seen in Fremantle.
As mayor of the town in 1881 he applied for government approval to build a
town hall.? The town of Fremantle is now a city but the town hall remains its
charming and dignified centrepiece, a reminder of the past. A plaque on what
was the Fremantle Literary Institute in South Terrace {(now a bank) bears his name,
and the home he built in 1884 in Solomon Street, Beaconsfield, overlooks the harbour.
At the now busy intersection of Queen Victoria, Parry and Adelaide Streets is
the Proclamation Tree planted by the governor, Sir William Robinson, 22 October
1890, ro commemorate the granting of responsible self-government. “The Mayor
(E. Solomon) requested His Excellency to plant the tree in commemoration of
the great boon conferred on the colony”.! The Fremantle Markets opened on 17 June
1898.12 The West Australian reported that the building, which cost “about £8000”
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had a “wrought iron trussed roof of elegant design . . . there is nothing of its
magnitude in a similar building in the colony at the present time”. The premier,
Sir fohn Forret, prefaced the opening ceremony by complimenting the mayor (E.
Solomon MLA) upon the many good works that had been advocated and carried
out by him and his contribution towards the advancement of Fremantle during
his “occupation of the Mayoral Chair”.

Elias Solomon died at the age of sixty-nine on 23 May 1909. He was buried
in the Jewish section of the Fremantle Cemetery and the service was conducted
by the Rev. D.I. Freedman. A lengthy obituary gave tribute to this Fremantle

: " L : . .
pioneer: “‘closely identified as the deceased was with the commercial and municipal
life of the Port and State since 1868, there was no surprise occasioned by the attendance
of a vast concourse of citizens, representative of every section of the community .12

Elias Solomon manifested a passionate interest and involvement in public affairs
throughout his life but a letter he wrote to the Inguirer in 1869 mirrored the phi]osophy
he continued to follow:

We are now at an era in the history of Western Australia, when
all who have any interest in the Colony should put aside all retrograde
prcjudices and use their combined energies for the one object —
the advancement and progress of the Land we live in.
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THE EARLIEST JEWISH DOCTORS
IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA*
Jack Hoffman

The number of medical practitioners registered with the Medical Board in 1992
is in the vicimity of five thousand. Of this number, about one hundred and seventy
may be identified as Jews. Considering there are approximately five thousand Jews
in the whole of Western Australia, the proportion of those doctors who are Jewish
is particularly high. It is of interest to consider who, where and when, were the
first Jewish doctors to practise medicine in Western Australia.

Dr Bertram Cohen, a medical graduate of 1918, had a special interest in medical
history and was the author of A History of Medicine in Western Australia. However
this reference to the very earliest of doctors in the formative years of the colony
of Western Australia gave no mention of Jewish medical practitioners.

In 1870 the colonial government proclaimed a medical board, requiring all people
practising medicine to register. At that time there were seventeen registrations,
none of whom was Jewish.

Dr Henry Friedman, whose registration number is 120, appears to have been
the first Jewish doctor to register with the W.A. Medical Board. The register
records that he graduated from the University of Melbourne in 1881 and registered
with the Medical Board on 5 August 1896. His address at that time was shown
to be Coolgardie.

The second Jewish doctor to be registered in Western Australia was Simon
Crownson Joel, a graduate of Melbourne University in 1896. His registration number
is 186 and his address was Bunbury.

The records of the Melbourne University archives show that Henry Friedman
was born on 15 September 1855 at Hobart Town and that his religious denomination
was Jewish. His father was Isaac Friedman, a minister of religion. He commenced
his medical course in 1874 and his education prior to matriculation was with a
private tutor. He was one of thirteen medical graduates to receive their degrees
in 1881. At that time his home address was McKenzie Street, Meibourne.

* This paper was read at a meeting of the W.A. Jewish Historical Society held on 20d April 1989.
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Isaac Friedman, Henry's father, had a very important place in the early history
of Jewish settlement in Australia. He was born in Hungary, and after receiving
a Yeshiva education, left England for Australia together with his wife Rebecca
and young son aboard the sailing ship Enchantress. After a journey of five months
they arrived at Port Jackson on 24 April 1833 where he set up as a general dealer
and tailor. Soon after, he lost his wife and son through illness. He married Maria
Nathan on 23 December 1835, and after five years in New South Wales moved
on to Hobart Town where he engaged in various businesses. During his stay in
Hobart Town he became very involved in Jewish affairs and it was in his hone,
at a meeting of fellow Jews, that it was decided to build a synagogue in Hobarr.
He was one of the founding members present at the laying of the foundation stone
in 1843, and his name is engraved on a tablet that remains in position at the Hobart
Synagogue, the oldest extant synagogue in Australia today.

In 1858 I[saac Friedman and his family moved to the Victorian goldfields town
of Sandhurst (Bendigo). He was appointed chazan and shochet to the synagogue that
had been established there. With this appointment he received a remuneration aud
was permitted to use the title “reverend”.

In 1868, at the age of sixty-three, he left Sandhurst to settle in Melbourne with
his family. He spent the rest of his life collecting donations “for our unfortunate
brethren in Jerusalem”. He died on 13 June 1875, aged seventy years.

After spending the first seven years of his medical career in the New South
Wales country town of Deniliquin, Henry Friedman in 1896 moved to Western
Australia and set up practice in Coolgardie. These were depressed times u Australia
and it was probably the gold rush and the success of the Coolgardie field that
were the reasons for his move. By 1895
the population of Coolgardie and
surrounding districts was 13 000 and by 1902
it had reached 25 000. By 1898 there were
fourteen doctors including Henry Friedman
practising in  Coolgardie.  Frequent
epidemics of typhoid, dysentry aud miniug
accidents would have kept them all very
busy.

Among the people flocking to Coolgardie
after 1892 were quite a number of Jews
who by 1895 were sufficient iu number to
form a congregation and build a synagogue,
which was consecrated in 1896, the first
synagogue to be built in Western Australia.
As there are no records of the membership
of the Coolgardic congregation, one can
only assume Dr Henry Friedman was a
member.

‘Doc’ Friedman.
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As a doctor in either Coolgardie or Kalgoorlie he must have been quite well
known, since he is mentioned in Arthur Reid’s book Those were the Days published
in 1933. Reid refers to him familiarly as “Doc” Friedman and there is a cartoon
of him together with other well-known Goldfields characters.

By 1902 gold production in the Coolgardie region had peaked and began to
decline. There had already been a mass movement away from Coolgardie to the
ncwer fields at Kalgoorlie. It was also in 1902 that Dr Henry Friedman moved
to Kalgoorlie where he carried on as a medical practitioner until 1907 when he
left Western Australia for the Eastern States.

Dr Simon Crownson Joel, the second Jewish doctor to practise in Western Australia,
was born in Mclbourne on 10 December 1873. His father was Isaac Joel who emigrated
from London to Melbournc at the age of twenty-one vyears. Isaac worked first
as a hawker and later set up as a trader in the markets. He prospered to the
extent he was able to provide a good education for his family. Isaac Joel married
Elizabeth, a daughter of Kadish Crownson of England. They had four sons and
one daughter.

Simon was educated at Carlton College and later Melbourne University graduating
in medicine in 1896. After two years of training at London hospitals he returned
to Melbourne. Soon after his return he accepted a position as a locum in the practice
of Drs Ignatius Flynn and Richard Williams at Bunbury in Western Australia and
registered with the Western Australian Medical Board on 5 April 1899. He found
Bunbury and the environment so much to his liking that he decided to remain
there, becoming a member of the partnership.

In 1902 Sunon Joel returned to London on a visit and therc married Kate Davis,
aged twenty years, the daughter of Charles Davis, a silk merchant. Returning to
Bunbury they subseqnently had two sons, Bernard (1904), Neville Crownson (1906),
and one danghter Maxine (1910). Maxine went to live in Melbourne where she
married Hubert Levi. Their son John Levi is currently the rabbi of the Temple
Beth Israel Congregation in Melbonrne. Their son Neville went on to follow in
his father’s footsteps by studying medicine at Melbourne University and eventually
taking over the Bunbury practice in 1933.

Dr Simon Joel spent the years 1899-1933 as a very active medical practitioner
and community worker in Bunbury. During that time he became one of Bunbury’s
most noted citizens.

In 1904 he received a commission of justice of the peace. Among other positions
he held were medical officer to the Bunbury Branch of Health, and deputy quarantine
officer. He was particularly skilled as a surgeon, and consequently did most of
the surgical work not only in Bunbury but also for a large surrounding area and
other towns. His travelling about the district on his medical rounds was for many
years by horse and sulky. It was not until 1913 that he acquired his first motor
car, a Hupmobile.

During the Great War, Dr Joel was commissioned military medical officer for
the region, examining recruits for the services. He held the rank of captain.






364

DEFUNCT CONGREGATIONS

David Mossenson

Six congregations were established during the first thirty years of organised Jewish
life in Western Australia, but only one survived and flourished. In 1887 a Fremantle
group pioneered the practice of Judaism in the colony, and in 1892 the organisation
which was to prove enduring was founded in Perth. The colony’s gold rush produced
three Hebrew congregations, the first in Coolgardie in 1894, the next in Kalgoorlie
in 1896, and the third in Menzies in 1902. The sixth and last of these early congregations
was created by a dissident group which broke away from the Perth Hebrew
Congregation in 1907. Despite this setback the Perth Hebrew Congregation alone
of the six pioneer bodies achieved a permanent and expanding role for itself.

Prior to the discovery of gold, Fremantle was the colony’s leading commercial
centre. By the 1880s a score of Jews were living in the vicinity of the port, and
their numbers were presently augmented by a trickle of immigrants. In 1887 members
of the small community combined in prayer to mark the holy days, Rosh Hoshanah
(New Year) and Yom Yippur (Day of Atonement).! The exercise was repeated in
the following years and in 1891 when the Jewish residents of the town totalled
fifty persons the organisation adopted the title of Western Australian Hebrew
Congregation.? The rush to the Coolgardie goldfields then intervened and reduced
numbers, but the organisation obtained a government grant on the corner of South
Terrace and Norfolk Street. The site contained a small building which was henceforth
utilised for prayer meetings. In the meantime the Perth Hebrew Congregation became
established and before long displayed the capacity to supplant Fremantle as the
leader in Jewish affairs in Western Australia.

In 1894, not long after continuous prospecting had commenced in Coolgardie,
there were sufficient Jews in the locality for them to conduct services during the
holy days.? The men constituted themselves into the Goldfields Hebrew Congregation,
obtained a land grant and in 1896 built a house of worship. This was Western
Australia’s original synagogue pre-dating Brisbane Street by almost a year. Despite
this progress the pioneer goldfields congregation, like the town which produced
it, declined as dramatically as it had risen. In 1899 so few Jews remained in the
town that the synagogue was offered for sale and the Goldfields Hebrew Congregation
became Western Australia’s first defunct Hebrew congregation.



Defunct Congregations 865

Coolgardie’s fall contributed to Kalgoorlie’s rise, one result being the conduct
of Rosh Hoshanah and Yom Kippur services in the town in the years 1896 and 1897.4
Depletion of numbers caused the temporary collapse of the infant organisation but
the presence of newcomers cnabled it to re-emerge in 1901 under the title of Kalgoorlie
Hebrew Congregation. Following this revival, small scale and intermittent
congregational activity occurred in the town over the next thirty years. The depression
years produced a temporary upsurge but a serious drift of members then occurred
and by 1940 all semblance or organisation disappeared. Louis Alman, a long term
resident of the town and former President, eventually disposed of the congregation’s
assets. The Temple David Congregation, which obtained two Scrolls of the Law,
and the Perth Jewish Aged Home Society, which received the proceeds of the
sale of the erstwhile house of worship, were the beneficiaries.

For a few years early in the present century a tiny Jewish community conducted
religious services in Menzies, 130km north of Kalgoorlie. Little is known of this
congregation other than it came into existence in 1902, functioned for a few years
and collapsed some time before 1908.5 Menzies therefore emulated Coolgardie and
became the second Hebrew congregation to disappear.

Perth’s expansion spelt the doom of the Fremantle Jewish community.t Drift
of members induced the Western Australian Hebrew Congregation to seek
amalgamation with its lustier neighbour. When these overtures failed, Fremantle
decided to replace its makeshift premises with a new house of worship. What
became the State’s third synagogue was erected in 1902, but the loss of members
proceeded notwithstanding. Following a resumption of negotiations the Perth
congregation acquired Fremantle's assets and liabilities, and subsequently recouped
its outlay by selling the South Terrace property to the Defence Department.’ In
1908 Fremantle became the third Hebrew congregation to disappear. Some decades
later, when it finally collapsed, Kalgoorlie followed as the fourth congregation
of this type to become defunct.

Following dissension within the Perth Hebrew Congregation a breakaway group
constituted themselves into the Perth Jewish Association in 1907 and they presently
succeeded in recrutting members from among newly arrived Yiddish speaking
immigrants. The association purchased land in Palmerston Street and erected a
synagogue which came to be known as “the little Shule” to distinguish it from
the large Brisbane Street house of worship. The organisation functioned effectively
until well into the 1920s when it began to suffer an increasing loss of members
to the more prestigious Perth Hebrew Congregation. In the thirties the association
deteriorated sadly. From then on it existed for many years more in name than
in fact, until its property was sold and the proceeds added to the Perth Hebrew
Congregation’s fund to build a new synagogue. The demolition of the little Shule
in 1973 belatedly confirmed the disappearance of yet another congregation.

Despite this sequence of five collapsed congregations, Western Australian Jewry’s
attachment to their faith has remained as secure as ever. Factors such as the decline
of the goldfields, drift to the metropolitan area, and the success of the Perth Hebrew
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CONTRIBUTORS

Harry Adas is a Committee member of the W.A, Jewish Historical Society. He
has been active in communal atfairs over many years including Board membership
of the Perth Hebrew Congregation and President of the Carmel Scheol. He 1s
currently a Trustee of the Seeligson Trust and the Korsunski Charitable Trust.

Tan Berryman was born in Carnarvon, Western Australia, and obtained a B.Sc.
degree at the University of Western Australia. After graduating he worked in
Australia and in Britain as a research scientist, and is the joint author of a number
of papers published in scientific journals. He has also written one book and several
papers on the founding and early history of the Swan River colony. At present
hc is employed in the Australian Bureau of Statistics in Perth.

Rabbi Dr. Shalom Coleman is the Emeritus Rabbi of the Perth Hebrew
Congregation. Biographical information is contained in the chapter of this Journal
headed Rabbinate.

Rabbi David Freilich is the Chief Minister of the Perth Hebrew Congregation.
Biographical information appears in the chapter of this Journal headed Rabbinate.

Lita Goldflam, born in Perth in 1928, is the mother of four children; she taught
mathematics for 18 years. Since her retirement she has been studying at the University
of W.A. towards a Bachelor of Arts degree.

Jack Hoffman O.A.M., M.B. B.S. is a medical practitioner with a special interest
in the early history of Jewish doctors in Western Australia.

Leila Hoffman is a retired, professional librarian. She established and runs the
Judaica lending library for the Perth Hebrew Congregation. She has written articles
for library journals, and an unpublished work “West Australian Music Makers™.
Her grandparents were carly members of the congregation.

Louise Hoffman B.A. Grad.Dip. Library Studies, is a professional research worker
with special interests in Jewish bibliography and local Jewish history on which
she has lectured and written articles. She acts as Honorary Archivist for the Perth
Hebrew Congregation and is a foundation member of the Western Australian Jewish
Historical Society of which she is Vice Chairman.

Lloyd Masel is married with four children, two of whom live in Israel. He is
Choirmaster of The Perth Hebrew Congregation Choir. He was President of The
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State Zionist Council of W.A. for twelve years and currently is active in fund-
raising activities for Isracl. He is a regular public speaker in the Perth Jewish
COIMMUunity.

Shush Masel is married with four children, two of whom live in Israel. She is
very active in Jewish communal activities in Perth, working both for local and
Israeli organisarions. Currently, she is interviewing many Holocaust survivors for
The Western Australian Historical Society.

David Mossenson A.O., [.5.0., PhD., is Chairman of the W.A. Jewish Historical
Society. His principal publications are State Education in Wetern Australia 1829-1960
and Hebrew Istaelite Jew: The History of the Jews of Western Australia. He was formerly
Director General of Education and is currently the Chairman of the Secondary
Education Authority in this state.

Jeffery Pearlman is Secretary/Treasurer of the W.A. Jewish Historical Society,
a position he has held since late 1987. He has a long standing interest and involvement
in Jewish communal affairs. He has pursued genealogical research and he has located
material relating to Jewish communal history in State and Commonwealth Archives.

Keith B. Shilkin, M.B.B.S., ER.C.P.A., ER.C.Path., is a Committee member of
the Western Australian Jewish Historical Society and a past member and Secretary
of the Board of the Perth Hebrew Congregation. He is a Clinical Professor in
the Department of Pathology of the University of Western Australia and Head
of the Department of Histopathology, Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, Perth.

Coralie Solomon, grandaughter of Elias, was born in Fremanile. She worked as
a Careers Adviser at the University of Western Australia and, since retirement
in 1985, completed a Postgradunate Diploma in Public History at Murdoch University
and does voluntary work for the Adult Literacy Service of TAFE and Information
Radio. Her main interest is historical research.

Dr. O.B. Tofler, born and educated in Sydney, has been practising as a consultant
cardiologist at Royal Perth Hospital and in private practice in Perth for thirty-
seven years. During that time he has also been active within the Jewish community
as foundation president of both the Seeligson Kindergarten in 1957 and the G.
Korsunski Carmel School in 1959 and held the position of president for a further
period of six years. He has served on the committee of the Perth Hebrew Congregation
for fifteen years and has been editor in chief of the weekly Maccabean newspaper
since its inception in February 1972.

Nate Zusman was born in Perth and was very involved in communal activities
— Perth Hebrew School, Zionist Association, Welfare Society and especially
Macecabean Youth Club. He moved to Sydney in 1946 where he is currently Vice-
President of the Australian Jewish Historical Society and Secretary of the Jewish
Folk Centre.
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